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TENTATIVE DRAFT 

THE FOREST BILL, 1980 

A 

BILL 

to consolidate and amend the law relating to forests, 
the transit of forest-produce and the duty leviable, 

on timber and other forest-produce, to make special 
provisions for the regUlation of felling and replanting 

of trees in urban areas and rural areas and sandalwood, 
and for matters connected therewith. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Thirty-first Year of the 

Republic of India as follows :-

Short title 
extend and 
commencement 

Definitions 

1. 

2. 

CHAPTER I 

Preliminary 

(1). This Act may be called the Forest 
Ac.t, 1980. 

{2) It extends to the whole of India 
except the States of Jammu and Kashmir. 

(3) It shall come into force on such 
ate as the Central Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, 
appoint and different dates may be 
appointed for different provisions of 
this Act and for different States and a~ 
reference in any such provision to the 
commencement of this Act shall be 
constructed as a reference to the coming 
into force of that provision in relation 
to such Sta<te to which this Act has been 
brought into force. · 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires :-

(1) "cattle" means cows, oxen and bUlls 
and includes elephants, camels, buffaloes, 
horses, mares, geldings, ponies, colts, 
fillies, mules, asses, pigs, rams, ewes, 
sheep, lambs, goats, yak and fowls; 

(2) "Divisional Forest Officer" means the 
Forest Officer in. charge of territorial 
Forest Division or a Forest-officer having 
jurisdiction over a portion or portions 
of one or more such divisions when consti
tuted into a Forest Division far any 
special purpose; 
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(3) "forest" includes any land con
taining trees and shrubs, pasture 
lands and any land whatsoever which 
the State Government may by notifi
cation declare to be forest for the 
purpose of this Act; · 

(4)" ""forest offence" means an offence 
__ punishable under this Act ·or under 

any rul~ made _thereund~;'; 

. ( 5) . ''Forest: Officer" means 'any person 
whom the State Government or any 
officer empowered by the·State Govern
ment in this behalf, may appoint to 
carry out. all or any of the·purposes 
of this Act or to do anything required 
by this Act or any rule made there
under to be done by a Forest Officer; 

(6) "forest produce" includes -

(a) the following whether found 
in, or brought from, a forest or not .. 
that _is ta say; 

(i) timber, charcoal, 
caoutchouc, catachu, wood-oil, gum, 
resin, natural varnish, bark, lac; 

(ii) mahua flowers, mahua 
seeds, kuth, myrabolams, tendu leaves; 

(iii) wild animals, skins, 
tusks and horns and all other parts 
or produce of wild animals; 

(b) The following when found in, 
or brought from, a forest, that is 
to say 

· (i) trees, leaves, flowers, 
fruits, latex and all other narts. or ... 
prod uc6 of trees not here-in:before 
mentioned; 

· (ii) plants not being trees 
(including grass, creep6rs, orchids 
and moss r' and all parts or produce 
of such plants; 

(iii) silk, cocoons, honey 
and wax; 

· · (iv) peat, humus surface 
soil, rock, and minerals (including 
lime-stone, sand, laterite nuneral 
oils, and all. products of mines or 
quarries); 

(v) standing agricUltural 
crops and produce thereof; 
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(c) such other produce as the 
State Government may by notifica
tion in the Official Gazette, specify 
from time to time; 

(7) "land" includes river or any 
water-body; 

(8) "owner" in relation to a forest, 
includes a mortgages with posse
ssion, leases or other person having 
right to the possession and enjoy
ment of the forest, and a Court of 
Wards in .respect of property under 
the superintendence or charge of 
such Court; 

(9) "prescribed" means prescribed 
by rules made under this Act by 
the Central Government or, as the 
case may be, the State Government; 

(10) "Revenue-Officer" means any 
officer employed in or about the 
business of the land-revenue, or 
of the surveys, assessment, 
accounts or records connected 
therewith; 

(11) "river", includes any stream, 
canal, creek or other channels, 
natural or artificial; 

(12) "rural area" means any other 
area which is not an "urban area"; 

' 
(13) "timber" includes trees when 
they have fallen or have been 
felled or uprooted and all wood 
whether cut up or fashioned or 
hollowed out for any purposes or 
not; 

(14) "tree" includes palms, bamboos, 
reeds, stumps, brush-wood and 
canes; 

(15) "urban area" means an area 
which is included within the limits 
of a ~funicipal Corporation, 
MUnicipality, Notified Area Committee, 
Tovm Area Committee, Cantonment 
Board or of a Development Authority. 
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CHAPTER II 

RESERVED FORESTS 

, 3. The State Government may constitute any land 
which is the property of Government, or over 
which the Government has proprietary rights, 
or ,to the whole or any part of the forest-

_ produce of which the Government is entitled, 
a reserved forest in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

4, (1)· Whenever it has been decided to 
constitute any land a reserved forest, the 
State Government shall issue a notifica
tion in the official Gazette -

(a) declaring that it has been 
decided to constitute such land a 
reserved f crest; 

(b). specifying, as nearly as possible, 
the situation and limits of such land; 
and 

(c) appointing an officer (herein
after called the Forest Settlement Officer) 
to inquire into and determine the exis
tence, nature and extent of any rights 
alleged to exist in favour of any person 
in or over any land comprised within such 
limits, or in or over any forest-produce, 
and to deal with the same as provided in 
this Chapter. 

Explanation : For the purpose of clause 
(b), it shall be sufficient to describe 
the limits of the land by roads, rivers, 
ridges or other well-known or readily 
intelligible boundaries, 

(2) The officer appointed under clause (c) 
of sub-section (1) shall ordinarily be a 
person not holding any forest office 
except that of Forest Settlement-Officer, 
provided that a forest officer may be 
appointed by the State Government to 
represent it in the inouiry conducted 
under this Chapter by the Forest Settlement 
Officer. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall 
prevent the State Government from appoint
ing any number of officers not exceeding 
three, not more than one of whom shall be 
a person holding any forest office except 
as aforesaid, to perform the duties of a 
forest Settlement Officer under this Act. 
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(1) (a) After the issue of a notification 
under section 4 no rights shall be 
acquired in or over the land comprised 
in such notification except by succession 
or under a grant of contract in writing 
made or entered into by or on behalf of 
the Government or some person in.whom 
such right was vested when the notifica
tion was issued; 

(b) no new house shall be built or 
plantation formed, no fresh clearing nor 
breaking up of land for cultivation or 
for any other purpose shall be made on 
such land nor any tree therein felled, 
girdeld, chopped, tapped or burnt or its 
bark or leaves stripped off, or the same 
otherwise damaged, nor any forest produce 
removed there from except in accordance 

·with such rules as may be made by the 
State Government in this behalf; 

Provided that nothing shall prohi
bit the doing of any act specified in 
this clause with the permission in 
writing of the Forest Settlement Officer; 
and 

(c) .no person shall set fire or 
kindle or leave burning any fire in such 
manner as to endanger or damage such 
land or forest produce. 

(2) No patta in such land shall be 
granted by or on behalf of the State 
Government. 

(3) Save as otherwise prpvided in this 
Act, no civil court shallpetween the 
dates of publication of the notification 
under section 4 and under section 20, 
entertain any suit to establish any 
right in or over any land or to the 
forest produce of any land included in 
the notification published under section 4. 

When a notification has been issued under 
section 4, the Forest Settlement Officer 
shall publish in the local language in 
every town and village in the neighbour
hood of the land comprised therein, a 
proclamation - ' 

(a) specifying, as nearly as possible, 
the situation and limits of the proposed 
reserved forest; 

(b) explaning the conseouences which, 
as herein after provided, will ensure 
on the constitution of such reaerved 
forest and; 
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(c) fixing a period. of not less .than 
three months and not more than s.ix ..months 
from the date of such proclamlition.,: .. aiJ4 
requiring every person claiming any right 
mentioned in section 4 or section 5 within 
such period either to present to the 
Forest Settlement Officer a written notice 
specifying or to appear before him and 
state, the nature of such right and the 

:amount and particUlars of the compensation 
(if any) claimed in respect thereof. 

7. · · (1) The Forest Settlement Officer shall 
take down in writing all statements made 
under section 6,·· and shall at some 
convenient place inquire into all claims 
duly ~referred under that section, and 
the existence of any rights mentioned in 

8. 

9. 

·.section 4 or section 5 and not claimed under 
section 6 so far. as the same may be 
ascertainable from the records of Govern
ment and the evidence of any persons likely 
to be acquired with the same. 

(2) The Forest Settlement Officer shall 
record and consider any representation 
which the Forest Officer is any represen
ting the State Government may make in . 
respect of any such claim or objection 
thereto. 

For the :purpose of sub h enquiry, the 
Forest Settlement Officer may exercise 
the ~allowing powers, that is to say, 

(a) power to enter by himself or 
any officer authorised by him for the 
purpose, upon any land, and to survey, 
demarcate .end make a map of the same, and 

(b) :the powers of a civil court in 
the trial i:if suits. 

Rights in respect of which no claim has 
been preferred under section 6, and of the 
existence of which no knowledge has been 
acqUired by inquiry under ~action _7, shall 
be extinguished, unless, before, .th~ noti
fication under section 20-is published, 
the person claiming them satisfi~s the 
Forest Settlement Officer that he had 
sufficient cause for not preferring such 
claim within the neriod fixed under 
secti6n 6. • 
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10. (1) The claims relating to the practice 
of shifting cultivation shall not ordina
rily be entertained except as in here
after pro"''ided. 

(2) In the case of a claim relating to 
the practice of shifting cultivation, 
which are entertained, the Forest ~ 
Settlement Officer shall record a lJ 
statement setting forth the particulars 
of the claim and of any local rules 
or order under which the practice in 
allowed or regUlated, and submit the 
statement to the State Government 
together with his opinion as to.whether 
the practice should be permitted or 
prohibited wholly or in part. 

(3) On receipt of the statement and 
opinion, the State Government ma~ make 
an order permitting or prohibiting 
the practice whollY or in part. 

(4) If such practice is permitted 
wholly or in part, the Forest Settlement 
Officer may arrange for its exercise. 

(a) By altering the limits of 
the iand under settlement so as to 
exclude land of sufficient extent of a 
suitable kind, and in a locality 
reasonably convenient for the purpose 
of the claimants, or 

(b) · by causing certain portions 
of the land under settlement to be 
separately demarcated, and giving 
permission to the claimants to practice 
shifting cultivation therein under 
such conditions as he may prescribe. 

(5) .4ll arrangements made under sub
section (4) shall be subject to the 
previous sanction of the State 
Government. 

(6) The practice of shifting cultiva
tion shall in all cases be deemed a 
privilege subject to control, 
restriction. and abolition by the State 
Government. 
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11. tll In the case of ·a claim to· a 
right in or over any land, other 
than a right of way or right of 
pasture, or a right to forest 
produce or a water-course, the 
Forast Settlement Officer shall 
pass an order admitting or reject
ing the same in whole or in part. 

(2) If such claim is admitted in 
whole or in part the Forest 
Settlement Officer shall either -

(i) exclude such land from 
the limits of the pro
posed reserved forest; 
or 

(ii) come to an agreement 
with the owner thereof 
for the surrender of 
his rights; or 

(iii) proceed to acquire suc:h 
.land in the manner provi
ded by the Land Acqui
sition Act, 1894 • 

. (Act 1 of 1894). 

(3) For the purpose of so acqui
ring such land -

(a) the Forest Settlement 
Officer shall be deemed to be a 
Collector proceeding under the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894, 
(Act l.of 1894); . 

(b) the claimant shall be 
deemed to be a person interested 
and appearing before him in 
pursuance of a·notice given under 
section 9 .of. that Act; 

(c) the pr011 is ions of the 
preceding section of that Act 
shall be deemed to have been 
complied with; an.d 

(d), 'j;he Collector, with the 
consent of the claimant, or the 
Court, with the consent of both 
parties, may award compensation 
in land or partly in land and 
partly in money. 
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12. In the case of a claim to rights 
of pasture or to forest-produce 
or a right of way or water-course 
the Forest Settlement Officer shall 
pass an order admitting or reject
ing the same in whole or in part. 

13. The Forest Settlement Officer, when 
passing any order under section 12 
shall record, so far as may be 
practic!=!ble; 

(a) the name, father's name 
caste, residence and occupation 
of the person claiming the right; 
and 

(b) the designation, position 
and area of all fields or groups 
of fields (if any) and the desig
nation and position of all building 
(if any) in respect of which the 
exercise of such right is claimed. 

14. If the Forest Settlement Officer 
admits in whole or in part any 
claim under section 12, he shall 
also record the extent to which 

,the claim is so admitted, specify
ing the number and description of 
the cattle which the claimant is from 
time to ·time entitled to g!E e 1n 
the forest, the season during w~m 
such pasture is permitted, the 
quantity of timber and other forest 
produce which he is from time to 
time authorised to take or receive 
and such other particUlars. a_s the-
case may require. --

15. (1) After making such record the 
Forest Settlement Officer shall, 
to the best of his ability, and 
having due regard to the main
tenance of the reserved forest 
in respect of which the claim is 
made, pass such orders as will 
ensure the-continued exercise of 
the rights so admitted. 

(2) For this purpose the Forest 
Settlement Officer may ~ · 
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{a) set out .. :some other 
for.~st tract of sUfficien-t- -extent; 
and' in a locality.-. reasonably 
convenient, for the purposes of.: .. 
such claimants', and record an order 
conferring upon them a right uf 
~asture or to forest-produce 
(as the case may be) to the extent 
so admitted; or 

{b) so alter the limits of 
the proposed-forest as to exclude 
forest land of sUfficient extent 
and in a locality reasonably 
convenient, for the purposes of 
the claimants; or 

{c) record an order, conti
nuing to such claimants a right of 
pasture or to forest-produce , as 
the case may be, to the extent so 
admitted, in such seasons, within 
such portions of the proposed 
reserved forest, and under such 
rules, as may be made in this 
behalf by the State Government. 

{3) In the case of·right"of way'6r' 
water course, the Forest Settle-_ 
ment Officer shall record;· by whom· 
and for what purpose, it may be 
utilised and the conditions 
attached to its use. 

·-In case the Forest Settl3ment 
Officer finds it impossible, having 
due regard to the maintenance of 
the reserved forest to make such 
settlement under section 15 as shall 
ensure the continued exercise of 
the said rights to the extent so 
admitted he shall, subject to such 
rules as the State Government may 
make ·in this behalf, compute. such 
rights by the payment to.such 
persons of a sum of money in lieu 
thereof, or by the grant of land, 
or in such other manner as he 
thanks fit. 

A copy of every order passed under 
section 11, section 12, section 15 
and section 16 shall be furnished 
to the claimant by the Forest 
Settlement Officer and also to the 
Forest Officer who represented the 
State Government at the enquiry or 
where no such officer was appointed 
to the Divisional Forest Officer 
concerned free of cost within 
thirty days of passing of such ordar • 
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18. 

19. 

Any person who has made a claim 
under this Act or any Forest Officer 
or person generally or 
specially empowered by the State 
Government in this behalf, may, 
within three months from date of 
the order passed on such claims 
by the Forest Settlement Officer 
under section 11, section 12, 
section 15 or section 16, present 
an appeal from such order to the 
District Judge. 

Provided that the State Government 
may establish a court (hereinafter 
called the Forest Court) composed 
of three persons to be appointed 
by the State Government and when 
the Forest Court has been so 
establishad, all such appeals 
shall be presented to it. 

(1) Every appeal under section 18 
shall be made by petition in writ
ing within fifteen days of the 
date of receipt of the order of the 
Forest Settlement Officer to the 
authority competent to hear the .. 
same. 

(2) If tbs appeal be to the 
Forest Court, the Court shall fix 
a day and a convenient place in 
the neighbourhood of the proposed 
forest for hearing the appeal, 
and shall give notice thereof to 
the parties, and shall hear such· 
appeal accordingly. . ,. 

(3) The District Judge, or the 
Forest Court as the case may be, 
may after giving to the party an 
opportunity of being heard, 
confirm, set aside or modify the 
orders under appeal or remand the 
case to the Forest Settlement 
Officer with such directions as 
he thinks fit. 

(4) During the pendency of the 
appeal the District Judge or the 
Forest Court, as the case may be, 
may for sufficient cause, stay on 
such.terms if any, as he thinks 
fit , .the operation of the order 
appealed from and pass any 
incidental or consequential order • 
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(5) If the order is reversed ·or . 
modif.icd in appoel, the 'Forest =·~1"· 
·settlement-offieer shall proceE:Jd 1D 
deal with it in like manner as it 
had been in the first instanre 
made by himself. 

(6) The order passed on the ~ppeal 
by the D!strict Judge or the Forest 
Court, or by the majority of the 
members of such Court, as the case 
may be, shall, subject only to 
provision of section 24, be final. 

20. · The State Government, or any-:----
person who -has made a claim und·er·· ·· 
this act. may appoint any person to 
ap ·ear. plead and act on its or his 
behalf for the Forest Settlement 
officer or the appeliate authority 
in the course of any inauiry or 
appeal under this Act. 

21. (1) Hhen the following events have 
occured, namely 
(a) The period fixed under 

section 6 for preferring claims has 
elapsed and all claims, if ariy, made 
under that section or section 9 have 

· been disposed of by the Forest 
Settlement-officer; 

(b) If any such claims have been 
made,.the period-limited by section 
18 for appealing from the orders 
parsed on .such claime has elapsed and 
all appeals (if any) presented within 
such period have been disposed of by 
the ap~olate authoruty· and 

(c) all lands (if any) to be included 
in the proposed reserved forest, which 
the Forest Settlement-officer has 
under section 11, elected to acquire 
under the Land Acauisition Act. 1894. 
have become vested in the Government 

·under section 16 of that Act. the ·· 
State Government shall publish a 
notification in the official Gazette, 
specifying definitely, according 

·to boundery marks erected or 
otherwise, the limits of the land 
which is to be reserved, and declaring 
the same to be reservedfrom a date 
fixed by the notification. 
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22. 

.. 23. 

(2) From the date so fixed such land 
shall be deemed to be a reserved 
forest. 

Notwithstanding anything 
contained in this Act or any other law 
for the time being in force. any 
forest land or waste land in the 
territories comprised within an Indian 
State, immediately before t~1e date of 
its merger in any of the integrating 
States now formine part of any State 
or Union Territories in the Indian 
Union (hereinafter in this Section 
referred to as the merged territories) 

(a) Which was deemed to ·be a 
reserved forest under any enactment 
in force .in that·state, or 

(b) which had been recognised or 
declared b~ the Ruler of Such State 
as a reserved forest under any law 

(including any enactment, rule, -
regulation, order, notification,custom 
or usage having the force of law) 
for the time being inforce; or 

(c) which was dealt with as a 
reserved forest in any administration 
report or in accordance with any 
working plan or ~egister maintained 
and acted upon under the authority of 
the Ruler; 

shall be deemed to be and since the 
said date to have continued to be a 
reserved forest ,for the purpose of 
this Act sub,ject to the same rights 
and concessions, if any, in favour of .. 
any person as were in force immediately 
before the said date. 

The Forest-officer shall, before 
the .date fixed by such notification 
under section 21 cause a translation 
thereof into the local language to 
be published in every town and village 
in tile neighbourhood of reserved 
forest. 

24. The state Government may, within 
· five years from the publication of , __ 

any notification under section 21. ---.. 
revise any arrangement made under 
sectj_on 15 or on appeal under section 
19, 
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25. 

26. 

and may for this purpose rescind 
or modify any order made under 
section 15 or on appeal under 
section 19, and direct that any one 
of the proceedings specified in 
section 15 be taken in lieu of any 
other of such proceedings, or that 
the rights admitted under section 
12 be commuted under section 16. 

The State Government mat at 
any time from the publication of 

the notification under section 21 
pommute rights 9dmitted under section 
12 or section 15 or under appeal 
under section 19 to such extent as 
it nay deem necessary. 

( 1) \-/here the description of the 
limits of any reserved forest 
notified under section 21 is 
defective or is not clear in reference 
to existing facts, the Government 
may by notification in the Official 
Gazette, declare their intention 
to redifine the limits of such 
reserved forest so as to remove the 
defect or to make the descrit>tion 
clear in reference to existing 
facts and such notification shall 
specify as nea:ily as possible the 
correction which it is proposed to 
effect to the limits of the 
reserved forest. 

(2) On the issue of a notification 
under subsection (1), the.Divisional 

"Forest Officer shall publish in the 
·official Gazette and in such other 
manner as may be prescribed by rUles 
made in that behalf, a notice -

(a) specifying the corrections 
proposed by the notification under 
s~b-section (1) and · 

(b) stating that·any objections 
·which niay be made in writing to the 
Dibvisional Forest Officer within a 
period of thirty days from the date of 
punlication of t,he notice, wil:J, be 
considered by him. 

( 3). Af'ter the expiry of the period 
referred to in clause (b) of sub
section (2) and after considering 
the objections. if any, the 
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27. 

28. 

·Divisional Forest officer, after 
giving an opportunity to the 
aggrdeved party to be heardin 
person, shall submit to the 
Government the record of the· 
proceedings held by him together 
with a report thereon. 

(4) The Government may, after 
considering the report of the 
Divisional Forest Officer. by 
notification in the official 
Gazette re-define the limits of the 
reserved forest, as proposed 
by the notificatiom under sub-section 
(1) with such modifications as 
they think fit or without any 
modifications. 

(5) Save as provided in this section 
it shall not be necessary to ' 
follow the procedure laid down in . , 
section 4 to section 19 before 
issuing a notification under 
sub-section (4). 

No right of any description shall 
be acquired in ·or over a reserved 
forest except by succession or 
under a grant or contract in writing 
made b~ or on behalf of the 
Government or some person in whom 
such right as vested when the 
notification under section 21 
was issued. 

(1) Notwithstanding anything 
contained in section 27 1 no right 
continued under clause \C) of 
sub-section (2) of section 15 shall 
be alientted by way of grant, 
sale, lease, mortage or otherwise, 
without the sanction of the 
State Government. 

Provided_ that_. when any such right 
is appendant vO any land or house, 

it may be sold or otherwise alienated 
with such land of house. 

(2) No timber of other forest produce 
obtained in exercise of any such right 
shall be sold or bartered • 
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29,· 

30, 

The forest- officer may stop 
any public or private way or water
course in a reserved forest, 
Provided that a substitute for the 
way or water-course so stopped, . 
already exists or has been provided 
orconstructed by the Forest-Officer 
in lieu thereof. 

-(1) Any person who -
(a) Contravenes the prov~s~ons 

of clause (b) or clause (c) of 
sub-section (1) of section 5. or 

(b) sets fire to a reserved 
forest, or in contravention of any 
rules made by the State Government 
in this behalf, kindies any fire, 
or leaves any fire burning, in such 
manner as to endanger such a forest; 

or who in a reserved forest -

(c) Kindies,keeps or carries 
any fire except at.such seaspl)s 
as .the Forest-Officer may·no~fy 
in this behalf; 

(d) tresspasses or permits 
cattle to tresspass and pastures 

cattle; 

(e) causes any damage by 
negligence· in f~lling any tree or 

cQtting or pragging or removing 
any timber; 

(f) fells, girdles··, lops, 
taps or burns any tree of strips 
off the bark or leaves from or 
otherwise damages the same; 

{g) ouarries stone, burns lime 
or charcoal, or collects, damages 
subjects to any manufacturing 
process, or removes, any forest 
products; 

(h) clears or breaks up any 
land for cultivation or any other 
purpose, or cultivates or attempts 
to cultivate any land in any other 
manner; 
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(i) in contravention of any 
rules made in this behalf by the 
State Government hunts, shoots 

or attempts to shoot, fishes, 
poisons water kills or catch elephants 
or sets traps or snares in any area 
where the wild life (Protection) 
Act. 1972 is not in force; 
( 52 of 1972) • 

(j) damages, alters or removes 
any wall, ditch embankment fence, 
hedge or railings; 

(k) 
or other 
exercise 

sells or barters any timber 
forest-produce obtained in 
of any ~ights or concessions; 

( 1) ·shall in addition to such 
compensation for damages caused to 
the forest as the court may direct 
to be paid, be punishable -

(i) with imprisonment for 
a term which shall not be less than 
three months but may extend.to three 
years and also with fine which shall 
not be leas than rupees five 
hundred and may extend to five thousand 
rupees or with both in case of '''· 
offences relating to sandalwood, 
rosewood, red sanders wood and such 
other forest - produce as the state 
Government may by notification 
in the official Gazette specify; and 

(ii) with improsonment which 
may extend to one year with fine 
which may extend to one thousand -
rupees or with both in the case 
of all other off~nces mentioned 
in this sub-section. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall 
be deemed to prohibit -

(a) any act 
in writing of the 
or under any rule 
State Government 

done by permission 
forest-officer. 
made by the · 
; or ,f/. 

' 
(b) the exercise of any right 

continued under clause (c) of sub
section (2) of section 15. 
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or created by grant or contract 
in writing made by or on behalf of 
the Government under Section 27. 

(3) Whenever fire is caused wilfully 
or by gross negligence in a reserved 
forest. or theft of forest-produce 
occurs on such a scale as to be likely 
to imperil the funure yield of such 
forest, the State Government may 
(notwithstanding that any penalty 
hassbeen inflicted under this section) 
direqt that in such forest or any 
portion thereof the exercise of 
all rights of pasture or to forest 
'produce shall be suspended for 
such period as it thinks fit, 

(4) Where a person contravenes 
the provision of clause (d) or (h) 
qf Subsection (i) -

(i) a Forest-officer, or 

( ii) a Police-of'f'icer not below 
the rank of' a Sub-inspector 

of' 

(iii) a Revenue-of'f'icer not below 
the rank of' a Deputy 
Tehsildar or as may be 
notif'ied by the State 
Government, 

may evict the person f'rom the forest 
or the land, pertaining to which the 
contravention has taken place and 
demolish any building or other 
construction and remove anything 
grown or deposited on it; 

(5) v/here any agriculture~ or other 
crop as grown on the land 1n 
contravention of clause (h) of sub
section (i) or any building·or other 
construction is put up on such land 
any such crop. building or other 
conntruction shall be liable to 
confiscation by an order of the 
Divisional Forest-Officer. 
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31. (1) The State Government may, 
ny notification in the official 
Gazette. direct that, from a 
date fixed bu such notification 
any land or any portion thereof 
reserved under this Act. shall 
cease to be a reserved forest; 

Providedthat on such notifica
tion shall be issued unless 
a resolution to that effect 
has been passed by the State 
lee,islatures or by both Houses 
of the State legislatures in oases 
where t·here exist two Houses 
of legislature. 

(2) From the date so fixed, 
such land or portion shall 
cease to be reserved; but the 
rights (if any) which have 
been extimgulshed therein shall 
not revive in consequence 
of such cessation. 

• •• 20 



Protected 
Forests.· 

Forest land 
or wasteland 
when 

-: 20 :-

. CHAPTER III 

PROTECTEp FORESTS 

32. 

33. 

(1) The State Government may, by 
notification in the official Gazette. 
declare the provisions of this 
Chapter applicable to any lana 
which is not included in a reserved 
forest. but which is the property 
of Government, or over whivh the 
Governaent has propriety rights, 
ot to the whole or any part of the 
forest-produce of which the 
Government is entitled. 

(2) The lands comprised in any such 
notification shall be called a 

. 
0 protected forest " 

(3) No such notification shall 
be made unless the nature and extent 
of the rights of Government and 
of private persons in or over the 
land comprised therein have been 
inouired into and recorded at a 
survey•or settlememt, or in such 
other manner as the State Government 
thinks sufficient; 

Provided that, if in the case 
of any land, the State Government 
thinks that such inquiry and record 
are necessary but that they will · 
occupy such length of time as in 
the meantime to endanger the rights 
of Government, the State Government 
may, pending such inquir, and 
record declare such land to be a 
protected forest, but so as not to 
abridge or effect any existing 
rights of individuals or communities. 

(4) Every such record shall be 
preaumed to be correct until the 
contrary is proved. 

Forests recognised in the 
merged territories as village 
forests or protected forests 
other than reserved forests; by 
whatever name designated or 
lovally known shall be deemed to 
be protected forests within the 
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34. 

35. 

36. 

meaning of this Act and provisions 
of section 22 shall mutatis 
mutandis apply; 

The State Government may, by 
notification in the official 
Gazet-te. 

(a) declare any trees of class 
of trees or other forest-produce in 
a protected forest to reserved from 
a date fixed by the notification; 

(b) declare that any portion 
of such forest specified in ti1e 
notification shall be closed for 
such term, not exeeeding thirty 
years, as the State Government 
thinks fit, and that the rights of 
private persona, if any over'·· 
such portion shall be suspended 
during such term. 
provided that the remainder of 
suc·h forest be sufficient, and in a 
locality reasonable convenient 
for the due exercise of the rights 
suapended.in the portion so closed or 

(c) prohibit, from date fixed as 
aforesaid the quarrying of atene or 
the burning of lime or charcoal. 
or the collection or subjection to 
any manufacturing process. or 
removal of any forest-nroduce in any 
such ·forest; and ths brealcing up 
or clearing for cultivation, for 
building. for herding cattle or 
for any other purpose. of any land 
in any such forest-

The Divisional Forest Officer 
shall cause a translation into the 
local language of every notification 
issued under section 34 to beaffixed 

. in a conspicious place in every town 
and village in the neighbourhood of 
forest comprised in the notitication 

The State Government may, by 
notification in the official Gazetie 
make rules to regulate all or any of 
the following matters, namely -

(a) the cutting, sawing, 
conversion and removal of trees and 
timber, and the collection manufacture 
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and removal of forest-produce. 
fromprotected forests; 

(b) the granting of licence 
to the inhabitants of towns and 
villages in the vivinity of 
protected forests to take trees, 
timber or other forest-produce for 
their own use. and the production 
and return of such licences by such 
persons; 

(c) the granting of licences 
to persons felling or removing 
trees or timber or other forest 
produce from such forests for the 
purposes of trade and the production 
and return of sueh licences by such· 
persons; 

(d) the payments, if any to 
be made by the pe~sons mentiomed 
in clause (b) and (c) for 
permission to cut such trees or to 
collect and remove such timber or 
other forest~produce; 

(e) the other payments, if any 
to be made by them in respect of 
such trees, timber and produce, 
and the places where such payment 
shall be made; 

{f) the examination of forest
produce passing out of such fprests; 

(g) the protection from fire 
of timber living in such forests · 
and of treef or other forest
produce reserved under section 34; 

(h) the cutting of grass and 
pasturing of cattle in such 
forests; 

(i) hunting shooting, fishing 
poisoning water, killing and catching 
of elephants and setting trans or 
snares in such forests; in areas 
where the Wild Life (protection) 
Act. 1972. is not in forc.e · 
(52 of 1972). 
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Penalties for 37. 
acts in contravention 

. of notification under 
section 34 or of rules 
under section 36.' 

(k) th6 exercise of rights 
referred to in section 32. 

(1) . Any person who commits any 
of the following offences. namely 

(a) fells, girdles, lops. 
taps 1 burns any tree or strips 
off "he bark or leaves from, or 
otherwise: damages or removes any 
such tree or other forest-produce 
reserved under section 34. 

(b) contrary to any prohibition 
under section 34 quarries any 
stone or burns any lime or charcoal 
or collects. sub.jects to any 
manufacturing process, or removes 
any forest-produce; 

(c) contrary to any prohibition 
under section 34. breaks up or 
clears for cultivation or any other 
purpose or culticates or attempts 
to cultivate any land in any other 
manner in a pretected forest; 

(d) sets fore-to such forest 
or kindles a fire; 

(a) leaves burning any fire 
.kindled by him in the vicinity 
or such fcres"s; 

(f) fells any tree or removes 
any timber or other forest-produce 
so as to damage any tree or other 
forest produce notified under section 
34. 

(g) permits cattle to 
damage any forest-produce; 

(h) infringes any rules made 
under section 16. shall in addition 
to such compensation for damages 
caused to the forest as the court 
may direct to be paid. sha~l be 
punishable. 

(i) with imprisonn&nt which 
may extend to theyears or with fine 
which may extend to five thousand 
rupees or with both in the case of 
offences relating to sandalwood. 
red sanders wood andsuch other 
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38. 

forest produce on the State Govern
ment may by notification in the 
official Gazette,· specify; 

(ii) with imprisonment which 
may extend to one year or with fine 
which may extend to one thousand 
rupees or with both in the case of 
all other offiences mentioned in 
this sub-section. 

(2) Whenever-fire is coused wilfully 
or by gross negligence in a protected 
forest of theft or f.prest-:1roduce 
oceurs on such a large scale ss to 
be likely to imperil the future 
yield of such forest. the State 
Government may, notwithstanding 
that any penalty has been inflicted 
uhder this section, direct that in 
such forest or any portion thereof 
the' exercise of any sight of pasture 
or oto forest-produce shall be 
suspended for such period as it 
thinks fit. 

(:3) Where a person contravenes the 
provision under clause (c) of a 
sub-section (1). -

(a) a Forest-officer, or 

(b) a police-officer not below 
the rank of sub-inspector, or 

(c) a Revenue Officer not 
below the rank of Eeputy 
Tehsildar. 

may evict him from the land in 
respect of which he has 
committed the offence, 

Nothing in this Chapter shall 
be deemed to prohinit any act done 
with the permission in writing of 
the Forest-officer, or in accordance 
with rules made under section 36, 
or except as regards any portion of a 
forest c]osed under section 34, 
or as re~ards any rights the exercise 
o-r section 34. or as regards any rights 
the exercise of which has been 
susnended under section 37 in the 
exercise of any right recorded under 
section 32, 
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39, The State Government roay, by 
notification in the official Gazette, 
direct that, from a date fixed by 
such notification, any lend or 
any portion thereof protected under 
this '~ct. shall cease to be a 
protected forest; 

Provided that no such notifica- •· 
tion shall be issued unleas.a 
resolution to that effect has been 
passed by the State legislature in 
cases where there exist two houses 
of legislatures, if the area so 
involved is more than 20 ha, 

(2) From the date so fixed. such 
land or uortion thereof shall cease 
to be nrctected but the rights. 
(if any) which have been extingul
shed therein shall not reveve in 
consequense of such caseation • 
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CHAPTER IV 

VILLAGE FOREST.:'! 

40. (1} The State Government may, 
by notification in the Official 
Gazette. constitute any land at 
the disposposal of Government o~ 
village community other thenthe 
reserved forests as village forest 
for the benefit of any village 
community or group of village 
communities and may in like 
manner vary or cancel such 
notification. 

- (2} Every such-notification shall 
specify the limits and exlten t of , 
such village forest. 

(3} No such notification shall be 
made unless the nature and extent 
of the rights of Government or qf 
private persons on or over the 
forest land or wasteland comprised 
therein have been inquired into 
and recorede at a survey and 
settlement or in such other manner 
as the State Govermment thinks 
it sufficient. 

Provided that if in the case of 
forest lanq or waste land the 
State Government thinks that 
such enquiry and record are 
necessary but they will occupy 
such length of time as in the 
meantime to endanger the rights 
of Government. the State Government 
may, pending such enguiryand 
record declare such land to be 
a village forest but so as not 
to abridge or effect any·existing 
rights of any indiv~dual. 

(4} Every such record shall be 
presumed to be correct until the 
contrary is proved. 
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41. {1) The State Government may-by 
notification in the Official 
Gazette rna .;e rules for regulating 
the management of village forests. 
prescribing the conditions under 
which the communities and the_group 
of communities for the benefit of 
which any such village forest is 
constituted may be provided with 
forest- produce or with pasture 
and their duties in respect of 
protection and improvement of · 
such forests. · 

{2) ~he State Government may 
by such rules declare that all or 
any of the provisions of Chapter 
II or Chapter III of this Act be 
applicable to such village forests • 
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CHAPTJ::R V 

CO~TROL OVER FORESTS ~~D LANDS NOT 

BEING THE .PROPERTY OF GOVERNMENT 

42. (1) The State Government may 
·by notification in the Official 
Gazette. regulate or prohibit 
in any forest or wasteland. not 
being the property of the 
Government. -

(a) the breaking up or 
clearing of land for cultivation; 

(b) the pasturing of cattle; 

(c) the firing or clearing 
of the Vegetation; 

(d) the girdling, tapping 
or burning of any tree or the 
stripping of bark or leaves from 
any tree; 

(e) the lopping or pollarding 
of trees; 

(f) the cutting, sawing conver ~ .• 
sion or removal of teees and timber; 

(g) the quarrying of.stones 
or the burning of lime or charcoal 
or the collection o~ removal of 
any forest proauce or its subjection 
to. any manufacturing process; 

(h) regulate the exerclse 
of customary and presfiriptive 
rights or the regeneration of 
forests and the protection feom 
fire in such land; 

When such regulation or prohibition 
appears necessary for any of the 
following purpose P-

(i) for protection against 
storms winds, rolling stones, 
floods, dro~ght and avalanches; 

(ii) for the preservation and 
improvement of the soil or the 
reclamation of saline or water
logged land, the prevention of 
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ravin~s·and torrents:or the 
urotsction of land against erosih 
to til& deposit theron of sand, 
stones, or gravel; 

(iii) 'for the maintenance of 
water-supply in springs, rivers, 
tanks, irrigation works and 
reservoirs; 

(iv) for the protection of 
roads, bridges, railways and other 
lines of communication; 

(v) for the presorvation of the 
en~ironment. importance; 

(vi) for the improvement of 
grazing, maintenance, increase and 
distribution of the supply of 
fodder, leaf manurem timber or 
fuel and to check pilrerage of 
forest produce; 

(vii) for the raising or 
conservation of trees and forestB 
for public good. 

(2) The State Government may, for 
any such purpose,construct at its 
own expense. in or upon any land, 
such work as it thinks fit. 

(3) No notilicacion shall be made 
under subsection (i) not shall any 
work be begun under sub-section (2) 
until after the' issue of a notice 
to the ovmer of such land calling 
on him to snow cause, within a 
reasonable period to specified 
in such native why such notification 
should not be made or work 
constructed, as the case may be and 
until his objections, if any, an~ 
any evidence he may produce in 
support of the same. have been 
heard by the hivisional Forest 
_Officer. 

(4) The· show cause notice may 
reguire that for any period not 
exceeding one year or till the 
date of the making of a notification 
whichever is earlier, the owner of such 
forest and all persons who are entitled 
or permitted to do therein any or all 
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43. 

of the things specified in 
clauses (a) to lh) of sub-section
(1) whether by reason of righD 

"title or interest or under 
any licence or contract or 
otherwise, shall not after the 
date of the notice and for the 
period or until the date aforesaid 
as the case may be, do any or 
all the things speOified in clauses 
(a) to (h) of sub-section (1) to 
the extent specified in the notice. 

(5) The notice referred to in 
sub-section (3) of this section, 
or sub-section (1) of section 44 
aad the bTder, if any made placing 
the forest under the control of a 
Forest-officer, shall be served 
on the owner o~ such forest in the 
manner provided in the Code of Civil 
procedure, 1908. for the service 
of sum ons and shall also be 
published in the manner prescribed 
by rules. 

(6) Ylhen a notice has been served 
or published as aforesaid any person 
acquiring thereafter the right of 
ownership of the forest shall be 
bound by the notice as it had been, 
served on him as an owner and shall 
accordingly comply with the notice 
reguistion and notification. 

(7) Any person comtravening any of 
the provisions of a notification 
issued under sub-section 

(i) or any requlsition made 
under sub-section (4) shall, on 
conviction,be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months or with fine, 
which may extend to six months or 
witli fine,:which may extend mo five 
hundred rupees or wi.th both. 

' 
No order of the State Government 

or by any officer empowered by the 
state Government in this behelf 
under this Chapter and notification 
issued by the State Government 
under section 42 shall be liable to be 
questioned in any court or law • 
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44, - ( 1) In case of ne.glect of. or wilfUl 
disobedience to, any regulation 

45. 

46, 

or prohibition under seoDion42, orif 
the pur~oses of any work to be cons
tructed under that section so 
rer-uire, the State Government may, 
after notice in writing to the owner 
of such land and after considering · 
his ob,jections, if any, place the 
same under the control of a Forest
officer and may declare that all or 
any of the provisions of this Act. 
relating to reserved forests shall 
apply to such land, 

(2) ~he net profits, if any, 
arising from.the management of such 
a land shall be paid to the said 
owner, 

(3) Nomification assuming management 
of a land under sub-section (1) shall 
be conclusive and no suit will lie 
against it. · 

The period of such control of 
management of any forests shall be 
for a period of ten years frmm 
the date of the order aforesaid 
but such period may thereafter be 
extended for successive period' of 
not more than ten years each provided 
that the perioc of such control shall 
not in the aggregate exceed thirty 
years from the date of the order. 

If the State Government decides to 
terminate -

(i) any period of control of 
any :forest, it shall, by order, 
published in the Official Gazette. 
and in such other manner as may be 
prescribed by rules declare and 
thereupon possession of the :forest 
shall be given to the owner or 
if the owner be dead to any, person 
entitled to such possession, together 
w1th any sum of money which may be 
standing to the creuit of such. 
owner; 

(ii) allacts done or pur~oted 
to be done by the Forest Officer in 
respect of any forest placed under his 
control, Guring the period of such 
control-or of the extension thereof, 

· shall be binding on the owner of 
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47. 

48. 

such forest or any person to whom 
possession of the forest has been 
delivered under this section. 

(1) In any case under this Chapter 
in which the State Government considers 
that in lieu of placing the forest or 
mand under the control of a Forest
officer, the same should ne 
acquired for public purposes, the 
State. Government may proceed to 
scouire it in the manner provided 
by the Land Acquisition Act. 1894 

(2) The owner of any land comprised 
in any notification under section 
42 may. at any time not less than 
three or more than twelve years 
from the date tharof require that such 
land shall be acquired for public 
purposes, and the State Government 
shall acruire such land accordingly. 

(1) The owners of any land or. if " 
there be more than one owner therof, 
the owners of majority of shares 
therein may, with a view to the forma· 
tion or conservation of forests 
therein represent in writing to the 
Forest- Officer their desire. 

(a) that such land. be managed 
on their behalf by the'Forest-officer 
as a reserved or a protected forest 
on such terms as may be mutually 
agreed upon or. 

(b) that all or any of the 
provisions of this Act be applied 
to such land. 

(2) tn either case, the State 
Government may, by notifies tion in tll3 
official Gazette, apply to such land 
such provisions of this Act. as it 

-thinks suitable to the circumstances 
thereof and as may be desired bythe 
applicants. 
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>T-fAPT'"R VI 

RFGULP.'r:rON 0T<' F'~LLDTG ·'IIJD REPL.<lliTlliG OF 

TREES m UNBJ,N AREAS. 

prohibiting 49. 
felling,cutting 
damaging,dsatroving 
an_trss in any 
2fl::_nan_~rea. 

Establishment 
of free 
Authority. 

50. 

The State Government may. by 
notification in the official Gozette. 
prohibit from the date specified in 
such notification cutting damaging 
destroying, felling or removing any 
tree in any urnan area whether included 
in a private holding rent exce~t under 
the provisions made in this Chapter 
or any.fules made thereunder. 

(1) The State Government shall by 
notification in the official Gazette 
constitute a Tree Authority for each 
Urban !~ea notified. 

(2) Such authority shall consist of 
seven memners as follows :-

(i) The Mayor or the President 
of the Municipal Corporation the 
Municipal Council or Notified .llrea , 
Committee. 

(ii) The Deputy Commissioner or 
the District Collector or his miner 

(iii) a representative of the 
State Forest Separtment. 

(iv) a representative of the 
State Agricu1rure Department. 

(v) a representative of the 
District Horticulture officer. 

(vi) the Municipal Commissioner 
or the Chief Executive Officer, as 
the case may be, and 

(vii) the member of the ~funicipal 
Corporation the Municipal Council or 
the Notified area Committee as may be 
nominated by the Mayor or the President 
as the case may be. 

~rovided that where the Cgrporation 
or the Municipal or the Notified 
Area Committee is superseded such 
persons as the State Government may 
nominate shall be the memner • 
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(3) the Tree Authority may coopt 
in such manner and for such a 
period as it may determine not 
more than three representatives 
of non-official organisations 
having special knowindge and 
practical exparience in the field 
of planting and preseryation 
of trees 

(4) the State Government shall 
appoint one of the members specified 
in sub-section (2) to be the 
Chairman. 

Provided that where the Corporation 
or the Municipal Council or-the 
Notified Area Committee in super

seded such members as the State 
Government may appoint shall be the 
Chairman and the State Government 
sh~ll appoint another member-to be 
the Secretary who shall generally 
be the representative of the State 
Forest Department. 

(1) The Tree Authority shall meet 
at least once in three months at 
such place and time as the chairman 
m.:~y' decide. 

(2) The quorum for the meeting of 
the Tree Authority shall be a minimum 
of three me~ers. 

Notwithstanding anything in the 
relevant Act. or any other law for the 
time being in forcem the Tree Authority 
shall subject to any general or 
special order of the State Governmenr_ 
be responsible for :-

(a) the preservation of all tree 
within its jurisdication. 

·(b) obtaining declarations from all 
owners or occupants about the numher 
of trees in their lands; 

(c) specifying the standards 
regarding the number and kind of 
trees which each locality. type of 
land and premises shall have. 

(d) assisting private and punlic 
institutions connected with planting 
and preservation of trees. and 
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(e) undertaking such schemes or 
measures as may be directed from time 
for achieving the objectives of these 
provisions. 

(1) As soon as may be after these 
provisions are brought into force in 
any urban area the State Government 
shall appoint one or more Forest 
Officer not below the rank of a Forest 
Range officer as Tree-officer for the 
said urban area. 

(2) Every Tree-officer shall exercise 
jurisdiction over the whole or such 
part of hhe urban area as the Ssate 
Government may from time to time 
determine. 

(1) On and after the date on which 
these provisions are brdught into force 
in any unrbanarea, notwithstanding any 
custom, usage contract or law for·the. 
time being in force no person shall 
fell any tree or cause any tree to be 
felled in any land whether in his 
ownefship or occupancy or otherwise 
situated within thaturban area except 
with the previous permission of the T.ree 
officer. 

(2) On receipt of application from any 
person to fell any standing tree or to 
cut, temove or otherwise dispose of.the 
fallen tree. the tree officer shall 
after making such inquiry as he may· 
think fit either grant permission 
in whole or in part or refuse the 
permission applied for; 

Provided that no such permission 
shall be refused if the tree -

(i) is dead, diseased or wind 
fallen, or 

(ii) has silviculturally matured 
or 

(iii) constitutes a danger to 
life or property. or · 

(iv) constitutes obstruction 
to trarric, or 

(v) is substantially damaged or 
destroyed by fire, lightning, 
rain or their natural causes. 
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(3) The tree-of"ficer shall decide 
the issue and communicate his 
orders granting or rejecting the 
permission applied "for in while or 
in part within "forty-"five days o"f 
the receipt o"f the application 
"failing which the permission shall 
be deemed to have been granted. 

(4) There permission to "fell any 
standing tree o"f to cut, remove or 
otherwise disuose or the "fallen. 
tree/trees is-granted, the applicant 
shall plant or raise by coppies 
another tree or trees o"f the same 
or other suitable species in the 
manner or within such time as may 
be speci"fied by the Tree-O"f"ficer. 

I"f in the opinion o"f the Tree
o"f"ficer the number or trees in 
any land in not adquate according 
to the standards preserined under 
clause (c) o"f section 52, the Tree 
o"fficer may, by order, after giving 
a reasonable opportunity to·the 
ovmer or occupier of the land o"f 
being heard, reguired him to plant 
trees to the requisite extent and 
at such places and within such 
time as may be speci"fied. 

\ihen any tree is fallen or 
destroyed by wind, "fire, lightning 
fain or such other natural causes 
the Tree-Officdr may, on informa
tion gi~en to him, after holding 
such inquiry as he deems fit, 
by order, require such owner or 
occupant plant a-tree-or trees in 
place of the trees fallen or 
destroyed within such time and 
in such manner as may be specified 
in the order. · 

( 1) When an order is made by the 
Tree-Officer under section 54. 
Section 55. section 56, subject 
to the provisions of section 58 
or i.t shall be the duty of the 
owner or occupier o"f the land 
who es directed to plant a 
tree to that the tree grows ~ro
perly and is well preserved • 
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(2) It shall also be the duty of 
such owner or occupier to preserve 
all other trees existing on the 
land on· the date of coming into 
force of the ~revisions of this 
Chapter. · 

Where the owner or the occupler 
-of the land fails to comply with 

any order made by the Tree-officer 
under section 55 or section 56 
or section 57, the Tree Offic6r 
may, after giving a reasonable 
opportunity ~o such owner or 
occupier of being heard and without 
prejudice to a·ny other action which 
may be taken against the defaulter 
under these provisions, take the 
necessary action himself and 
recover the expenditure incurred 
therefor from the owner or the 
occupier as the case may be. 

(1) When-any decision ~s given or 
order is made under section 55, 
section 56 or section 57 by the 
Tree Officer an appeal shall lie 
to the Tree Authority. 

(2) The appeal shall be made 
within thirty days from the date 
the decision is communicated to 
or the order is received by the 
owner or occupier of the land. 

(3) The Tree Authority shall as 
far as possible decide the appeal 
within sixty days from the date 
of its receipt after giving a 
reasonable opportunity to the 
appellant of being heard. 

(4) The decision of the Tree 
Authority shall be final and shall 
not be questioned in any court of 
law • 

. l'v'hen the Tree Officer has reason to 
believe that an offence under the 
provisions of this Chapter has been 
committed in respect of any tree 
he may seize the tools, ropes, 
chains, boats, vehicles or cattle 
used for the commission of the said 
offence alongwith tree or part 
thereof which has been severed from 
the ground and proceed against the 
accused under section 98 to section 
108. 
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61. Whoever fells any tree or causes any 
tree to be felled in contravention 
of the provisions of this Chapter or 
any rules made thereunder without 
any reasonable excuse, comply with 
any order issued or conditions 
imposed by the Tree Officer or any 
other officer subordinate to him in 
the discharge of theiT functions 
under the provisions of this Chapter 
shall on conviction be punished with 

: imprisonment which may extend to 
one year or with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees or 
with both. 
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CHA.PTER VIT -

REGULATION OF FELLING AND REPI.Jl.NTTITG OF .TREES IN RURAL AREAS 

Prohbiting cutting, 
damaging. destroy
ing and felling of 
trees in any speci
fied rural areas 

Appointment of 
Authorised 
Officer 

Restrictions on 
felling of trees 

62, 

63, 

64, 

The State Government may by noti
fication in the Official Gazette 
prohibit, form such date or dates 
apecified in such notification, 
cutting, damaging, destroying, 
felling or removing any class or 
kind of trees in any specified 
rural area whether included in a 
private holding or not except 
under the urovisions of this 
Chapter. -

The State Government may, by 
notification in the Official 
Gazette, appoint Forest Officer 
not below the rank of a Forest 
Ranger, hereinafter called an 
Authorised Officer, for the pur-. 
pose of the provisions of this 
Chapt~r and may assign to him 
such local limits in the specifiad,
area mentioned in section 62 as 
the State Government may-from time 
to time determine, 

The Authorised Officer may, on 
receipt of application from any 
person to fell any standing tree 
or trees or to cut, remove_ or 
otherwise dispose of the fallen 
tree o~ trees, after making such 
inquiry as he thinks fit, either 
grant or refuse sush permission 
to him to do so. 

Provided that such permission 
shall not be refused if the tree 
constitutes danger to person or 
property or has silviculturally 
matured or in dead or is substan
tially damaged by fil·e, lightening, 
rain or other natural causes, 

Provided further that such permi
ssion shall not· be required for 
falling of any tree with a view 
to appropriate the wood or leaves 
thereof for bonafide use for 
purpose of ·raul, agricul-
tural implements or other domestic 
use. 

Provided also that such immediate 
steps as are necessary to remove 
an~· obstruction or nuisance or to 
prevent any danger may be taken 
without the permission of the 
Authorised Cfficer. 
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Authorised Officer 65. 
to give decision 

(1) The Authorised Officer shall 
give decision in case of an 
application under section 64 with a fixed time· 
in respect of standing tree 
within-sixty days from the date 
of receipt of such application, 
in the case of an application in 
case of a ·fallen tree within 
fifteen days of receipt of such 
application. 

(2). ·If the Authorised Officer fails 
to give his decision within the 
time limit specified in sub
section (1), the permission. 
referred to shall be deemed to 
have been granted. 

(3) Every permission granted under 
these provisions shall be in 
such form and subject ot such 
condition, for ensuring regenera
tion of area and replanting of 
trees or otherwise as may be 
prescribed by the State-Govern
ment. 

Planting adequate 66. 
number of trees in 
rural areas 

(1) When the Authorised Officer is 
of the opinion that trees shoUld be 
planted in any blank area situated 

Appeals to 
Authorised 
Officer 

in the specified rural areas mentioned 
in section 62, he may_issue a notice 
to the owner, occupier or tenure 
holder of such blank area to show 
cause why trees shoUld not be planted 
in such areas as may be specified in 
such notice. 

(2) The notice referred to in sub
section (1) shall be given in such 
form and shall contain such particu
lars and shall be served in such a 
manner as may be prescribed by the 
State Government. 

(3) The Authorised Officer may 
after considering the replies of any 
given by the claimant direct to him 
to plant such number and class of 
trees as may be specified in these 
directions. · 

67. (1) Any person aggreived from any 
directions given under sub-section 3 
of section 65 and subsection 3 of 
section 66 may within thirty days 
from the date of receipt' of such 
direction prefer an· appeal to the 
officer so authorised by the Govern
ment in this regard. 

(2) The officer so authorised shall 
not be of the rank below that of 
Conservator of Forests and his 
decision shall be final. 
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~1) Every person who is under an 
obligation to plant trees under sec
tion 65 or to whom any direction 
has been given under section 66 shall 
plant the trees in accordance with .. 
such direction in the following rainy 
season or with such extended time as 
the Authorised Officer may allow. 

(2) In case of default by such persons 
the Authorised Officer may cause trees 
to-be planted and may recover the cost 
of plantation from such persons. 

When there is reason to believe that any 
tree has been felled or cut or removed 
in contravention of the provisions of 
this Act, the wood of such tree toge
ther with vehicles, ropes, tools, 
chains, cattle if any used in such 
contravention may be seized by any 
Forest Officer and the accused shall 
be proceeded against as provided under 
section 93 to section 108. 

Wnoever fells or causes to be felled 
any standing tree or cuts, removes or 
otherwise disposes of any fallen tree 
.in contravention of the provisions of 
this Chapter or any rules made there
under or contravenes any condition of 
ariy permission granted under the. 
provisions of this Chapter shall be 
punisheable with imprisonment which 
may extend to one year or with fine 
which may extend to one thousand 
rupees or with both. 
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CHAPI'ER VIII 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO SANDALWOOD 

Sandal tree 
exclusive property 
of State 
Government 

71. 

Disposal of sandal- . ·72. 
wood belonging to 
private persons 

Regulation of sale 
and manufacture of 
sandalwood and 
sandalwood oil 

73. 

Responsibility 74. 
of occupants and 
holders of land for 
the ·preservation of 
sandal trees 

Notwithstanding anything contained 
in any_~aw, contract, grant or other 
instruments or judicial decision -

" 
(i) All sandal trees, which may 
grow in any land after the date of 
the commencement of this Act, and 

(ii) All sandal trees existing in 
any land prior to the commencement 
of this Act and the ownership of 
which is vested in the State 
Government, shall be the exclusive 
property of-the State Government. 

( ll. Any person who by the terms .of 
his sanad, grants, or any judicial 
decision or otherwise is, prior to 
the commencement of this Act, legally 
entitled to the sandal trees in his 
lands shall not fell or sell any such 
sandal trees. · 

(2) The Chief Conservator of Forests 
of the State may cause any such 
sandal trees or trees growing in such 
lands to be cut or up-rooted and sold 
at the request and on behalf of such 
person entitled to the same as 
aforsaid in accordance with the rules 

.asmay be prescribed. 

No person shall possess, store .. or 
sell or attempt to store o;r sell
sandalwood or disintegrate or attempt 
to disintegrate sandalwood in mills 
or by other contrivance manufacture 
or distil or attempt to manufacture 
or distil oil from sandalwood of 
re-distil, refine or sell oil extra
ted from sandal wood except under 
a licence obtained from a Forest 
Officer empowered in this behalf on 
payment of such fees and conditions 
as may be prescribed. 

Provided that no such licence shall 
be necessary for possession of sandal
wood up to 5 kgs. for a bonafide 
domestic use. 

(1) Every occupant or tennant or 
holder of land shall be responsible 
for the due preservation of all 
sandal trees growing there on, which 
are the exclusive property of the 
State Government aril shall in the 
event of any damage to any such tree 
from whatever cause or its theft at 
once report such fact to the nearest 

.Forest Officer or Police Officer. 
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CHAPTER IX 

DUTY ON TIMBER ,'IN]) OTHER FOREST-PRODUCE 

Power to impose 
duty on timber 
and other forest 
produce 

76. (1) The Central Government may 
levy a duty in such manner, at such 
place and at such rates as it may 
declare by notification in the 
official Gazette on all timber or 
other forest-produce -

(a) which is produced in the 
territories to which this Act 
extends; and in respect of which 
the Government has any right; 

(b) which is brought from any 
place outside the territories to 
which this Act extends; 

(c) which is taken out to any 
place outside the territories to 
which this Act extends; 

(2) In every case in which such 
duty is directed to be levied W! 
valorem the Central Government 
mey fix by like notification the 
value on which such duty shall be 
assessed. 

(3) All duties on timber or other 
forest-produce which, at the time 
when this Act comes into force in 
any territory, are levied therein 
under the authority of the State 
Government shall be deemed to be 
and to have been duly levied under 
the provisions of this Act. 

(4) Notwithstanding anything in 
this section, the State Government 
may, until provision to the contrary 
is made by Parliament, continue to 
levy any duty which it was lawfUlly 
levying under this section as then 
in force : 

Provided that nothing in this sub
section authorises the levy of any 
duty which as between.timber or 
other forest-produce of the loca
lity outside the State, discriminates 
in favour of the f~rmer, or which, 
in the case of timber or other forest
produce of localities outside the 
State, discriminates between timber 
or other forest-produce of one 
locality and similar timber or other 
forest-produce of another locality • 
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Levy of duty in -7-7. '(1)- Notwithstanding anything conta
ined in this Act or the provisions respect of Forest

produce disposed 
off by the State 
Government 

Limit not to apply 
to purchase money 
or royalty 

of any other Act in respect of 
forest-produce disposed off by the · 
State Government by sale or othery.rise, 
the State Government may levy a duty· 
at such rate as it may decide from 
time to time on the value assessed or 
the amount of consideration payable 
therefor. 

(2) Such duty when levied shall be 
collected along with such considera
tion from such date and at such rate 
as the State Government may declare 
by a notification in the official 
Gazette. 

(3) The said duty shall be in addi
tion to and not in lieu of any duty or 
tax payable in respect of such produce 
under any other law for the time 
being in force. 

(4) The said duty shall be appropri
ated for the development of forests 
and other purposes as are ancilliary 
thereto and the State Government, shall 
by making rules in this regard, pres
cribe the manner in which it will be 
a~counted for with the above objective 
in view. 

(5) All duties on timber or other 
forest produce which at any time when 
this Act comes into force in any 
territory are levied therein under 
the authority of the State Government, 
shall be deemed to be and to have been 
duly levied under the provisions of 
this Act. 

78. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed 
·to limit the amount, if any, charge
able as purchase-money or royalty on 
any timber or other forest produce, 
although the same is levied on such 
timber or produce while in transit, 
in the same manner as ·duty . is 
levied. 
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CHAPTER X 

CONTROL OF TRADE POSSESSION AND TRANSIT 
·oF TIMBER AND OTHER FOREST PRODUCE 
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79, (1) The State Government may, by 
notification issued in the Official 
Gazette, prescribe that in the speci
fied area from such date or dates as 
may be specified in the said notifi
cation,_no person other than-

(a) the State Government; or 

(b) an officer of the State 
Government authorised in wr~ting in 
this behalf; or - · c 

(c) any other person, company, 
corporation, cooperative society or 
any other corporate body who may be 
required to undertake an operation in 
the area under any contract or 
agreement with the State Government 
or an officer authorised by them; 

shall purchase, transport or sell 
any forest produce or any class of 
forest produce specified in the 
notification, 

Explanation I · 

Purchase of the aforesaid forest
produce from the State Government or 
the aforesaid officer of the State 
Government shall not be deemed to be 

1a purchase in contravention of the 
provisions of this Act. 

Explanation II 

Transport of the aforesaid forest
produce by any person having purchased 
them from the State Government or the 
aforesaid officer of the State Govern
ment to any place outside the area 
for manufacture or further disposal 
shall not be deemed to be a transport 
or sale in contravention of the 
provisions-of this Act. 

(2) _-The State Government may make 
.rules to carry out all or an¥ of the 
provisions.of sub-section (ll and in 
particUlar, may provide for -
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(a) procedure to be followed'for 
felling, extra·ction, possession, 
processing, transport and sale, of such 
forest-produce as well as its purchase 
from private growers; 

(b) ope.ning of the depots and 
fixing of sale price; 

(c) any other matter which is 
either expressly or impliedly required 
to be prescribed for carrying out the 
provision of sub-section (1). 

80. (1) The control of all rivers and 
their banks as regards the floating 
of timber as well as the control of 
all timber and other forest-produce 

.in possession or transit by land or 
water, is vested in the State Govern
ment, and it may make rules to 
regulate the possession or transit of 
all timber and other forest-produce. 

(2) In particular and without pre- . 
judice to the generality of the fore
going power such rules may -

(a) prescribe the routes by 
which alone timber or other forest
prod~ce be· imported, exported or 
moved into, from or within the State; 

(b) prohibit the import of export 
or moving of such timber or other 
produce without a pass from an officer 
duly authorised to issue the same, or 
otherwise than in accordance with the 
conditions of such pass; 

(c) provide for the issue, pro
duction and return of such passes and 
for the payment of fees therefor; 

. · (d) provide for the stoppage, 
· reporting; examination and making of 

timber or other forest-produce in 
transit or at the prescribed check
posts, in respect of which an 
offence is suspected to have been 
committed or there is. reason to 
believe that any money is payable to 
the Government on account of the 
price thereof, or on account of any 
duty·, fee- royalty or charge due 
thereon, or, to which it is desirable 
for the purposes of this Act to 
affix _a mark; 

••• 47 



-: 47 :-

(e) In respect of cases falling 
under clause (d) provide for the 
establishment and regUlation of depots 
to which such timber or other produce 
shall be taken by those in charge of 
it for examination, or for the payment 
of such marks may be affixed to it; 
and the conditions under which such 
timber or other produce shall be 
brought to, stored at and removed from 
such depots; 

(f) prohibit the closing up or 
obsering of the channel or banks of 
any river used for the tranalt of 
timber or other forest-produce, andthe 
throwing of grass, brushwood. ·branches 
or leaves into any such river or any act 
which may cause such river to be closed 
or obstrueted; 

(g) provide for the prevention or 
removal of any obstruction of the chennel 
or banks of any such river, and for 
recovering the cost of such prevention 
or removal from the prrson whose acts or 
negligence ·necessitated the same, or 
for providing alternative arrangement 
for floating timber when public interest 
may necessitate the obstruction of 
channel; 

(h) prohibit absolutely or subject 
to conditions within specified local 
limits, the establishment of sawpits 
or machiner for sawing, reeling or 
slicing, converting, cutting, burning, 
concealing or making of timber, the 
altering or effacing of any marks on 
the same, or the possessinn or carrying ··:f 
of marking hammbers or other implements 
used for marking timber; 

(i) regulate the grant or licences 
within the forest limits and such dist
ance thereffom not exceeding eighty 
kilometres as may be determined by the 
State Government (i) the converting or 
cutting of timber in a saw mill, '(ii) 
the pealing and slicing of timber, 
(iii) the converting of khairwood into 
katha, and (iv) manufacturing of 

· charcoal and prescribe fees and 
condition subject to which such 
licences may be granted; 
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(j) regulate the use of property 
marks for timber and the registration 
of such marks; prescribe the time for 
which such registration shall hold good; 
limit the number of such marks that may 
be registered by any one person, and 
provide for the levy of fees for such 
registration; 

(k) provide the setting up and 
regulation of check post or the 
affection of a barrier or both at such 
places as the State Government may 
specify; 

(1) provide for the maintenance of 
accounts in respect of such forest
produce as the State Govern~ent may 
notify; · 

(1m) provide for the pretection of 
bridges, locks or ather public works by 
regUlating the floating of timber snd 
the storing of such timber or other 
forest produce on river banks and autho-

-rising the seizure of such timber or 
other forest produce floated or stored 
in contravention of such rules ·ar by 
which any damage to such work may have 
been caused and the detention and dis
posal of such timber or other forest
produce until compensation has been paid 
for the damage done; and 

(n) authorise the transport of timber 
or other forest-produce across any land 
and provide fox the award and payment of 
compensation for. any damage dane by the 
transport of such timber, 

(3) The State.Government may direct that 
any rule made under this section shall 
not apply to any specified class of 
timber or other forest produce or to 
any specified local area. 

Notwithstanding anything in section 80, 
the Central Government, may ma'.ce rules 
to prescribe the route by whic2 alone 
timber or other forest produce may be 
imported, exported or moved into or 
from the territories towhich this Act 
extends across any customs frontier as 
defined by the Central Government, and 
any rules made under section 80 shall 
have effect subject to the rules made 
under this section. 
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82. Notwithstanding anything contained in 
the provisions under this Chapter, the 
Central Government in consultation with 
the State Governments concerned may 
make rules for the inter-state movement 
of ant forest-produce or class of 
forest-produce specified in the noti
fication under section 80 of this Aot. 

Provided however that there shall be 
rules for the control of the inter
state movement of sandalwood, rosewood 
and red sanders wood. 

83. The contravention of the provisions of 
this Chapter or of any rules made 
thereunder shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one year or with fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees or 
with both. ' 

84. The Government shall not be responsible 
fo~ any lose or damage which may occur 
in respect of any timber or other forest
produce while ·in transit or at a depot 

·established under rules made under 
section 80, or while detained elsewhere. 
for the purposes of this Act. and no · 
Fore~t-Officer shall be responsible for 
any such loss or damage, unless he causes 
such loss or damage negligently, malci
ously or fraudulently. 

85 •. In case of any accident or emergency inv
olving danger to any property at any 
such depot. every person employed at such 
depot. whether by the Government or by 
any private person, shall render 
ascistance to any Forest-Officer or 
police-Officer demanding his aid in 
averting such danger;or securing such 
property from damage or loss • 
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CHAF'illR XI 

COLLECTION OF DRIFT AND STRANDED TIMBER 
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86'. 

87. 

88. 

( 1) <Ul timber found adrift; 
beached, stranded or such, all. wood or 
timber bearing marks which have not been 
registtred in accordance wi3h the rules 
made under section 80 or on which the 
marks have been obliterated, altered or 
defaced by fire or otherwise; and 

in such areas as the State Gove
rnment, directs all unmarked wood and ·· ·: 
timber, shall be deemed to be the prope• 
rty of Government, unless and until any 
person establishe~ his right and title 
thereto, as provided in this Chapter. 

(2) Suc'h timber may be collected 
by any Forest-officer or other person 

·entitled to Glollect. the· aaa;eby !.~irtuo 9f 
any rules made under section 92, and 
may be brought to any depot which the
Fore·st-officer may notify as a depot f-or 
the reception of drift timber. 

(3) The State Government may, 
by notification in the official Gazette. 
exempt any class of timber from the 

. provisions of this s,ection. 

(1) }ublic notice shall from 
time to time be given by. the Forest
officer of timber collected under section 
86. 

(2) Such notice shall contain a 
description of the timber, and shall 
require any person claiming the same to 
present to such officer, within a 
period not less than one month from the 
date of such notice a written statement 
of such claim. 

( 1) iJhen any such statement is 
presented as afore said, the Forest
Officer may, after making such inquiry 
as he thinks fit, either reject the claim 
after recording his reasons for so doing, 
or deliver the timber to the claimant, 

(2) If such timber is claimed by 
·more than one person, the Forest-officer 
may either deliver the same to any of such 
persons who he deems entitled thereto, or 
may refer the claimants to the Civil courts 
and retain the timber pencing·the receipt 
of an order from any such court for its 
disposal. 
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( 3") Any person whose claim has been 
rejected under this section may, within 
two months from t~e date of suoh- reject
ion, institute a suit to reoov~.!' posse
ssion of thettimber claimed by him·, 
but no person Shall recover any compen
sation or costs against the Government, 
or. against any Forest-Officer, on 
aooount of suoh rejection, or the deten
tion or removal of any timber~ or the 
delivery thereof to any other person 
under this section. 

(4) No suoh timber shall be subject to 
process of any Civil, Criminal or Revenue 
Court until it has been delivered, or 
a suit has been brought, as provided in 
this section. 

( 5) ':ihere the matter is pending before 
a Court under this section, the Divisional 
Forest-Officer may, with the permission 
of the courtm instead of retaining the 
timber under_sub-section (2) sell the 
timber in.publio auction and remit the 
sale proceeds in the nearest Government 
treasury. 

Provided that the Court may deal 
with the proceeds of the sale of any suoh 
timber as it would have dealt with such 
timber if it had not been sold. 

If no such statement is presented 
as aforesaid, or if the claimant. omits 
to prefer his claim in the manner and 
within the period fixed by the notice 
issued under section 87 or on suoh claim 
having been so preferred by him and hav
ing been fejected. omits to institute a 
suit to recover possession of such tinber 
within the further period fixed by 
section 88, the ownefship of such 
timber shall vest in the Government, or 
when such timber has. been delivered to 
another person under section 88. in 
such other person free from all encumbra ... -· 
noes not created by him. 

The Government shall not be respo
nsible for any loss or damage which may 
occur in respect of any timber collected· 
under section 86. and·no Forest-officer 
shall be responsible for any such loss 
or damage unless he causes· such loss 
or damage negligently, maliciously or 
fraudulently. 
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No person shall be ebtitled to 
recover possession of any timber colle
cted or delivered as aforesaid until 
he has paid to the Forest-officer or 
other person entitled to receive it 
such sum on account thereof as may be 
due under any rule made under section 
92. . 

(1) The State Government may make 
urles to regulate the following matters, 
namely :-

(a) the salving, collection and 
disposal of all timber mentioned in 
section 86. 

(b) the use and registeration 
of boats and other vehicles used in 
salving and collecting timber; 

(c) the amounts to be paid for 
salving, collecting, moving, storing 
or disposing,of such timner; 

(d) the use and registration of 
hammers & other instruments to be 
used for marking such timber; 

{2) The contravention of the provisi.:.n. 
ons of this Chapter or any fules made 
thereundGr shall be puni·shable with 
imprisonment for a term wlilich may 
extend to one year or With fine which 
may extend to one thousand rupees or 
with both. 
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CHAPTJ:R XII 

PEN.UTIES .~D PROCEDURE 

93. 

94. 

(1) When there is reason to believe 
that a rarest of'f~nce hasebcen commi
tted in respect of' any f'orest-produca • 
such produce together with all tools, 
ropes, chains, boats 1 vehicles, or 
cattle used in commi~ting any such 
of'f'ence may be seized by any Forst
Oi'f'icer or police Ofi'icer. 

(2) Every of'i'icer seizing any property 
under this section shall place on such 
property or the receptacle if' any, in 
which it is contained, a mark indica
ting that the same has been so seized 
and shall as soon as may be make a 
report of' such seizure to the W~gistra
te having-jurisdioction to try the 
of'fence on account of' which the seizure 
has be5>n made; 

Provided that it will not be nece
ssary to make ~ report of' such seizure 
to the Magistrate in the f'ollowing '·. · 
cases, namely ;-

( i) Vihen the f'or~ s t-produce with 
respect to which such off'ence is beli
eved to have been committed is the 
property of' the Government and the of'f'
ender is unknown, tt shall be sui'f'ici~ 
ent to make a report of' the circu
matances to the authorised of'f'icer 

( ii) llhen the of'f'ence falls 
under the perview of' section 102. 

(iii) When the of'fender or 
Police Oi'ficer may if' he has reason 
to believe that a vehicle has been 
or is being used for the·Dransport 
of any f'orest-produce in respect or 
wfuich a f'orest of'f'ence has been commi
tted, require the driver or other person 
in charta of' such vehicle to stop the 
vehicle and cause it to remain statio
nary as long as may reasonably be nece-
ssary to examine the contents in the ' 
vehicle and inspect all records rela
ting to goods carried, which are in 
possession of such driver or other 
person incharge of' the vehicle. 

Who-ever f'orcibly opposes the 
seizure of' tools, ropes, chains, bouts, 
veldclesor cuttle liuble to be reized 
under this Act. and whoever rescues 
the same af'ter seizure shall be 
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punishable with imprisonment for a perios 
not exceeding one year or with fine 
not exceeding one thousand rupees or 
with both, 

Any forest-Officer of a rank not 
below that of a Ranger who, or whose 
subordinate, has seized any tools, ropes 
chains, boats, vehicles or cattle under 
section 93 may release the same on the 
execution by the owner therof of a 
bond for the production of the proper
ty so released if and when so required, 
before the Magistrate having jurisdi
ction to try the offence on account 
of which tho seizure has been made 
except in respect of oftences falling 
under section 102 for shich the. P!'O"' ·
ccdure laid down in that section shall 
be followed, 

Upon the receipt of any report 
under subsection (2) of section 93 the 
Magistrate shall with all convenient 
despatch take such measures as may be 
necessary for the arrest and trial of 
the offender and the disposal of the 
property according to law, 

(1) All timber or forest-produce which 
i:s bot the property of government and :. .. 
in respect of which a forest offence · 
has been committed and all tools,ropes 
chains, boats, vehicles or chatcle 
used in c0mmittee any forest offence 
shall be liable to confiscation, 

(2) Such confiscation may be in pddi~ 
tion to any other punishment prescri
bed for such offence, 

liithout prejudice'to the provisi
ons contained :ln•·smo:tion 102, when the 
trial of any forest offence is concl
ued, any forest-producs in respect 
of which such offence has been committed 
shall, if it is the property of Gove
rnment of has been confiscated, be 
taken charge of by a Forest Officer, and 
in any other case, may be disposed 
of in such munner as the Count may 
direct, 

\,hen the offendor is not known 
or cannot be round, the ~agistrate 
may, if he finds that an offence 
has been committed, order the pro
perty in respect of which the offence 
has been committed to be confiscated 
and taken chartc of by the Forest
Officer or to be over to the person-
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whom the N~gistrate deems to be enti
·tled to the same. 

Provided that no such order shall 
be made until the cxpira\ion of one 
month from the date of seizing such 
proporty, oi' without hearing the person 
if any claiming any right thereto, and 
the evidence, if any, which he may 
produce in support of his claim, 

(1) The Magistrate may, notwithstan
ding anything herein before con"~ained, 
direct tho sale o~ any property seized 
under section 93 and subject to apcody 
and natural decay; 

Provided that if in the op1n1on 
o~ the officer seizing such property 
it is bot possible to obtain the ardors 
o~ the Magistrate in time, such officer 
may sell the property himself, remit 
the sale proceeds into the Government 
treasury and may make a report of such 
seizure, sale and remittance to the 
Magistrate, 

{2) The Magistrate may deal with the 
prodeeds of the sale o~ any property 
sold under subsection (1) as he would 
have dealt vdth such property if it had 
not been sold, · 

The officer who made the seizure 
under seotion 93 or any of his official 
superiors, or any person clamming to 
be interested in the property so seized 
may within one month from the date of 
any order passed under section 9?, 
section 93 or section 99 appeal therefrom 
to the Court to which orders made by · 
such Magistrate are ordinarily appelable, 
and·the order passed· on such appeal 
shall be final. 

(1) ·Notwithstanding anything contained 
in the foregoing provisions of this 
Chapter where a forest offence is 
believed to have been committed in 
respect of sandalwood, rosewood, ivory 
or such other forest produce as may 
notified by the State Government from 
time to time, the officer seizing the 
property under sub-section (1) of section 
93 shall without any unreasonable delay 
produce it ;together with all tools, 
ropes, chains, boats, vehicles and 
cattle used in committing such of~ence 
before an. officer not below the rank of 
an Assistant Conservator of Forest· 
authorised by the Government in this 
behalf by notification in the Official 
Gazette )J.ereinafter referred to as 
authorised officer. 
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(2) Where an authorised officer himself 
seizes any property mentioned in sub
section (1) above or where any such 
property is ~reduced before him under 
sub-section (1) of this section and he 
is satisfied that a forest offence has 
been committed in respect of such pro
perty, he may order that any property 
of the Government so seized be taken 
charge of by a Forest Officer and the 
rest of the property so seized be 
confiscated and a copy of such order 
shall be sent to the authority competent 
to exercise revisional powers under 
section 104. 

103. (1) No order under sub-section (2) of 
section 102 shall be made unless the 
person from whom the prperty is seized 
or who is believed to be the owner-of 
the property: 

(a) is given a notice in writing 
informing him of the grounds on which 
it is proposed to take action under 
sub-section (2); 

(b) is given an opportunity of 
making a representation in writing within 
such reasonable time as may be specified 
in the notice against the grounds of 
confiscation, and 

(c) is given a reasonable oppor
tunity of being heard in the matter. 

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions 
of sub-section (1) no order confiscating 
any property so seized shall_be made 
under section 102 if the ovmer of such 
property proves to the satisfaction of 
the authorised officer that it was used 
in the commission of the forest offence 
without the knowledge or connivance of 
the owner himself, his agent, if any 
or any person in charge of such property 
and that each of them had taken all 
reasonable and necessary precsautions 
against such use. --

104. Any Forest Officer not below.the rank 
of Conservator of Forests authorised 
by the Government in this behalf by 
notification in the Official Gazette 
may, before the expiry of thirty days 
from the date of the order of the 
authorised officer under section 102 
suo mote call for and examine the 
record of that order and may make such 
inquiry or cause such inquiry to be 
made and any pass such order as he deems 
fit proyided that no order prejudicial 
to a person shall be passed under this 
section without giving him an opportu
nity of being heard. 



Appeal 105. 

Award of 106. 
confiscation 
not to interfere· 
with other 
punishment 

Property when 10?. 
to vest in 
Government 

Saving of power 108. 
to release 
property seized 

Punishment for 
wrongfUl 
seizure 

109. 

Penalty for 110. 
counterfeiting 
or defacing marks 
on trees and tim
ber and for al
tering ·boundary 
marks 

-: 5? :-

Any person aggrived by an order passed 
under section 102 or section 104 may 
within sixty days of the order so 
passed appeal to the District Judge 
having jurisdiction over the area in 
which the property to which the order 
relates has been seized and the District 
Judge shall after giving an opportunity 
to the appellant to be heard, pass 
such order as he deems fit confirming, 
modifying or annulling the order so 
appealed against and the order of the 
District Judge shall be final • 

• The order of confiscatio~under section 
102 or section 104 shall not prevent 
the infliction of any punishment to 
which the person affected thereby is 
liable under this Act. 

When an order for the confiscation of 
any property has been passed under sec
tion 9?, section 99 or section 101, as 
the case may be and the period limited 
by section 101 and section 105 for an 
appeal from such order has elapsed, and 
no such appeal has been preferred, or 
when, on such ·an appeal being referred, 
the appellate court confirms such order 
in respect of the whole or a portion of 
such property, such property or such 
portion thereof, as the case may be, 
shall vest in the Government free from 
all incumbrances. 

Nothing hereinbefore contained shall be 
deemed to prevent any officer empowered 
in this behalf by the State Government 
from directing at any time the immediate 
release of any property seized under 
section 93. 

Any Forest Officer or Police Officer 
who vexatiously and unnecessarily 
seizes any property on pretence of 
seizing property liable to confiscation 
under this Act shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to six months or with fine which 
may extend to give hundred rupees or 
with both. 

Whoever with intent to cause damage or 
injury to the public or to any p.erson, 
or to cause wrongful gain as defined in 
the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) :-

••• 58 



Power to 
arrest with
out warrant 

. -: 58 :-

(a) knowingly counterfeits upon any 
timber or standing tree a mark used by 
Forest Officers to indicate that such 
timber or tree is the property of the 
Government or of some person, or that 
it may lawfUlly be cut or removed by 
some person; or 

(b) alters, defaces or obliterates any 
such mark placed on a tree or on timber 
by or under the authority of a Forest 
Officer; or 

(c) alters, moves, destroys or defaces 
any boundary mark of any forest or waste 
land to which the provisions of this Act 
are applied, shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which shall not 
be less than three months but which may · 
extend to three years and also with fine 
which shall_not be less than five hundred 
rupees and ~hich may extend to five 
thousand ru?ees. · 

111. (1) All off~nces under this Act shall be 
cognizable aLd any Forest Officer. or 
Police Office= may, without orders from a 
Magistrate ant without a warrant, arrest 

··any person against whom a reasonable 
suspicion exis~s of his having been con
cerned in any ~orest offence. 

(2) Every Officer making an arrest under 
this section shall·, without unnecessary 
delay and subject to the provisions of 
this Act as to release on bond, take or 
send the person arrested before the 
Magistrate having jt;I"isdiction in the case, 
or to the officer ic charge of the nearest 
police station. 

Right to 112. Any Forest Officer o~ rank not below tlliLt 
of a Forest Ranger or Police Officer of 
rank not be that of a Sub-Inspector of 
Police within whose limits an offence 
under this Act has been or suspected to 
have been committed shall have the power 
to proceed to any place in any other 
State to arrest the accused and seize the 
property, involved in the offence and 
take such action incidental thereto, if 
such accused or property are found-or 
suspected to be found in such·. place in 
such other State in accordance with the 
rules which may be prescribed in this 
regard. 
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Any Forest Officer of rank not below 
that of a Forest Ranger or a Police 
of rank not below that of a Sub-Inspector 
of Police, who or whose subordinate, 
has arrested any person under the 
prar is ions of section ill or section 112 
may release such person on his executing 
a bond to appear, if and when so 
required before the Magistrate having 
jurisdiction in the case, or before the 
officer in charge of the nearest police 
station. 

Every Forest Officer, Police Officer and 
Revenue Officer shall prevent and may 
interfere for the purpose of preventing 
the commission of any forest offence. 

(1) Any person who abets any of the· 
offences specified in this Act shall, 
if the offence abetted is committed in 
the consequence Qf the abetment, be 
punishable with the same punishment as 
provided for the offence abetted, 

(2) If the offence abetted is not 
committed the punishment for abetment 
shall be up to one fourth of the maximum 
punishment provided for the said 
offence, 

Any person who dishonestly receives or 
retains in his possession any forest 
produce illicitly removed, knowing or 
having reason to believe the same to 
be removed, shall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may 
extend to one year or with fine_ which 
may extend to one thousand rupees or 
with both. ' 

Any person who commits any of the 
offences specified in this Act after 
sun-set and before sun-rise, or after 
preparation for resistance to lawful 
authority, or where the offender bas 
been previously convicted of a like 
offence, or persists in continuing 
the offence after being warned by a 
Forest Officer or Police Officer or 
Revenue Officer against it shall be 
punishable with double the penalty 
provided for the offence. 
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118. A Magistrate of the second class or 
.a Forest Officer of a rank not lower 
than that of a Deputy Conservator of 
Forests acting as Special Magistrate, 
specially empowered in this behalf 
of the High Court may try summarily, 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
19?3 any forest offence punishable with 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
one thousand rupees or with both. 

119. (1) The State Government may by noti
fication in the Official Gazette, 
empower a Forest Officer 

.120, ··.·. 

(a) to accept from any person .. 
against whom a reasonable suspicion 
exists that he has committed any 
forest offence, other than an offence 
specified in section 109 or section 110 
a sum of money by way of compensation 
for the offence which such person is 
suspected to have committed and 

(b) when any . property has been 
seized as liable to confiscation, to 
release t~e same on payment of the value 
thereof as estimated by such officer, · 

(2) on the payment of-such sum of 
money, or such value, or both; as the 
case may be, to such officer, the 
suspected person, if in custody, shall 
be discharged, the property, if any, 
seized shall be released, and no 
further proceedings shall be taken 
against such person or property •... 

(3) A Forest-Officer shall not be 
empowered under this section unless he " 
is a Forest Officer of a rank not below 
that of a Forest Ranger and the sum of 
money accep~ed as compensation under 
clause (a) of sub-section (1) shall in 
no case exceed such limits as may be 
fixed by the State Government. 

When in any proceedings taken under 
this Act or in consequence of anything 
done under this Act a question arises 

_ as to whether any forest produce is 
the property of the Government, such 
produce shall be presumed to be the 
property of the Government until the 
contrary is proved, 
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121. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed 
to bar the prosecution of any person 
under any other law for any act or 

. omission which constitutes a forest 
offence, or from being. liable under 
such other law to any other higher 
punishment or penalty than that 
provided by this Act, or the rules 
made thereunder : 

Provided that no person shall be 
prosecuted and punished for the 
same offence more than once • 
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CHAPTER XIII 

CA'l'I'IE TRESPASS 

Cattle trespassing-in a reserved 
forest or in any portion of a protected 
forest or other classes of land to 
which the pr01 is ion of this Act apply 
and which are lawfully closed to 
grazing shall be deemed to be cattle 
doing damage to public plantation 
within the meaning of section ll of the 
Cattle-trespass Act, 1871, and may be 
seized and impounded as such by any 
Forest Officer or Police Officer or 
Revenue Officer. 

The State Government may, by notifica
tion in the Official Gazette, direct 
that, in lieu of the fines fixed 
under section 12 of the Cattle tres
pass Act, 1871, there shall be levied 
for each head of cattle impounded 
under section 122 of this Act such 
fines as it thinks fit. 
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CHAPTER XIV . 

FOREST OFFICERS 

(1) The State Government may invest 
any Forest Officer with all or any of 
the following powers, that is to say :-

(a)· power to enter upon any 
land and to survey, demarcate and make 
a map of the same; 

(b) the powers of a Civ~l Court 
to compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of documents and 
material objects; 

(c) power to issue a search
warrant under the code of Criminal 
Procedure 19?3; and 

__ (d) power to hold an in(iuiry 
:. into forest offence ,c and in the course 
··of such inquiry, to receive and record 
.evidenoi.: 

(2) Any evidence recorded under clause 
clause (d) of sub-sa ction ( 1 ). shall be 
admissible in any subsequent trial 
before a Magistrate, provided that it 
has been taken in the presence of the 
accused person. 

Any Forest Officer may at any time 
enter and inspect any private forest 
or land within his jurisdiction for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether there 
has been contravention of any of the 
provisions of this Aot and the rules 
made thereunder or for the purpose 
of securing compliance with any such 
provision. 

It shall be lawful for any Forest 
Officer of a rank not lower than that 
of a Forester to lay any information 
before a Magistrate and to apply for 
summons, warrant, searoh-warrant, 
or such other legal process as may 
by law issue against any person 
committing an offence and to conduct 
prosecution of such person upto 
final decision. 
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127, All Forest Officers shall be deemed 
to be public servants within the 
meaning of the Indian Penal Code, 
(45 of 1860). 

128, (1) No suit or criminal prosecution 
or other legal proceedings shall lie 
against any public servants for anything 
done by him in good faith under this 
Act, 

(2) No court shail take cognizance of 
any offence alleged to have been.commi
tted by a Forest Officer in the discharge 
of his official duties except with the 
previous sanction of the authority 
competent to remove him from his· office. 

129, Except with the permission in writing of 
the State Government, no forest officer 
shall, as principal or 1agent, trade in 
timber or other forest produce, or he 
or becomes interested in any lease of any 
forest, whether in or outside _the 
territories to which this Act extends, 
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CHAPTER XV 

SUBSIDIARY RUIES 

The State Government may makes rules :

(a) to prescribe and limit the powers 
and duties of any Forest Officer or 
Police Officer or Revenue Officer 
under this Act; 

(b) to regulate the rewards to be 
paid to officers and informers out of 
the proceeds of fines and confiscation 
under this Act; 

(c) for the preservation, reproduc
tion and disposal of trees and timber 
or forest·produce belonging to Govern
ment, but grown on lands belonging to 
or in the occupation of private 
persons; and 

(d) generally to carry out the 
provisions of this Act, 

Any person contravening any rules under 
this Act, for the contravention of 
which no special penalty is provided · 
shall be punishable with imprisonment. 
for a term which may extend to three 
months or with fine which may extend 
to five hundred rupees, or with both, 

All rUles made by the State Government 
under this Act shall bepublished in 
the Official Gazette, and shall there
upon, so far as they are consistent 
with this Act, have effect as if 
enacted therein. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

MISCEIJ,A.NEOUS 

(1) Every person who exercise any right 
in a reserved of protected forest or 
village forest or who is permitted to 
take any forest produce from, or to cut 
and remove timber or to pasture cattle 
in, such forest and every person who is 
employed by any such person in such 
forest, and every person in any village 
continuous to such forest who is employed 
by the Government or who receives 
emoluments from the Government for 
services to be performed to the community, 
shall be· bound to furnish without -
unnecessary delay to the nearest Forest 
Officer or Police Officer any information 
he may possess respecting the commission 
of, or intention to commit, any forest . 
offence, and shall forthwith take steps, 
whether so reauired by any Forest Officer 
or Police Officer or not -

(a) to extinguish any forest fire 
in such forest of which he has knowledge 
or information. 

(b) to prevent by any lawful means 
in his power any fire in the vicinity 

· of such· forest of which he has knowledge 
or information from spreading to such 
forest and shall assist any Forest 
Officer or Police Officer demanding his 

·aid. 

(c} in preventing the commission in 
such forest of any forest offence; and -

(d) when there is reason to believe 
that any such offence has been committed 
in such forest, in discovering and 
arresting the offender, 

(2) Any person who, being bound to do so, 
without lawfUl excuses (the burden of 
proving which shall lie upon such person) 
fails- · 

(a) to furnish without unnecessary 
delay to the nearest Forest Offic·er or 
Police Officer any information required 
by sub-section (ll; 

(b) to take steps as_ 'i•equired by 
sub-section (1) to extingufsh any forest 
fire in a reserved forest or protected 
forest; 
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(c) to prevent as required by sub
section (1) any fire in the vicinity of 
such forest from spreading to su~h forest; 
or 

(d) to assist any Forest Officer or 
Police Officer demanding his aid in 
preventing the commission in such forest 
of any forest offence, or when there is 
reason to believe that any such offence 
has been committed in such forest, in 
discovering and arresting the offender; 

shall be punishable with imprisonment for 
a term which may extend to three months 
or with fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees, or with both. 

(1) If the State Government and any 
person be jointly interested in any forest 
or waste land or in the whole or any part 
of the produce thereof, the State Govern
ment may either -

(a) undertake the management of such 
forest, waste-land or forest-produce, 
accounting to such person ~or his interest 
in the same; or 

(b) issue such regulations for the 
management of the forest, waste-land or 
forest-produce by the person so jointly 
interested as it deems necessary for the 
management thereof and the interests of 
all parties therein. 

( 2) When the state Government undertake 
under clause (a) of sub-section (1) the 
management of any forest, land or forest 
produce, it may by notification in the 
Official Gazette, declare that any of the 
provisions cor.tained in Chapters II and III 
shall apply to such forest, land or 

'produce, and thereupon such provisions 
shall apply accordingly. 

The State Government may, by notification 
in the Official Gazette, declare that 
any of the provisions of this Act shall 
apply to all or any lands which are the 
property of the State Government or 
Central Government or a local authority 
and thereupon such prar is ions shall 
apply to such lands accordingly • 
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136. If any person be entitled to a share 
in the produce of any f'orest which 
is the property of Government or 
over which the Government has 
proprietary rights or to any part 
of' the f'orest produce of' which the 
Government is entitled, upon the 
condition of' duly perf'orming any 
service connected with such f'orest, 
such share shall be liable to conf'is
cation in the event of' the f'act being 
established to the satisfaction of' the 
.State Government that such service is 
no longer so perf'ormed; 

Provided that no- such share shall be 
confiscated until the person entitled 
thereto, and the evidence, if' any, 
which he may produce in proo~ of the 
due performance of' such service, have 
been heard by an officer duly appointed 
in that behalf by the ·State Government. 

137. (1) All money payable to the Govern
ment under this Act, or under any rule 
made under this Act, or on account of' 
the price of' any f'orest produce, or 
under any contract relating to timber 
and other f'orest-produce including 
any sum recoverable thereunder f'or the 
b~each thereof, or in consequence of' 
its cancellation, or under the terms 
of a notice relating to the sale of' 
timber or other forest-produce by 
auction or by invitation of tenders, 
issued by or under the authority of' a 
Forest Of'ficer and all compensation 
awarded to the Government under this 
A»t, ·or of expenses incurred ·in the 
execution of this Act in respect of' 
such produce, may, if'.not ~a~d when 
due, be recovered under the law f'or 
the time being in f'orce .. a3 if' it were 
an arrear of' land-revenue. 

(2) For the removal of doubts, it is 
hereby declared that the provisions 
of sub-section (1) shall also apply 
to all cases of recovery which are 
either pending at the commencement 
of' this Act or are initiated there 
after in respect of contracts 
entered into prior to such commence
ment, any judgement, decree or order . 
of any court to the contrary notwith
standing. 

133. (1) When any such money is payable 
f'or or in reapect of any forest
produce, the amount thereof ohall 
be deemed to be a first charge on 
such produce. and such produce may 
be taken po~session of' ay a forest
officer until such amount has been 
paid. 
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(2) If such amount is not paid when 
due, the Forest Officer may sell such 
produce by public auction, and the 
proceeds of the sale shall be applied 
first in discharging such amount. 

(3) The surplus, if any, if not claimed 
within two months from the date of the 
sale by the person entitled thereto, 
shall be forfeited to Government. 

·wherever it appears to the State Govern
ment that any land is required for any 
of the purposes of this Act, such land 
shall be deemed to be needed for a 
public purpose within the meaning of 
section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 
1894. 

When any person, in accordance with any 
provision of this Act, or in compliance 
with any rUle made thereunder, binds 
himself by any bond or instrument to 
perform any duty or act, or convenants 
by any bond or instrument that he, or 
that he and· his servants and agents will 
abstain from any act, the whole sum 
mentioned in such bond or instrument 
as the amount to be paid in case of a 
breach of the conditions thereof may 
notwithstanding anything in section 74 
of the Indian Contract Act, 1872, be 
recovered from him in case of such 
breach as if it were an arrear of 
land-revenue. 

Nothing in this Act shall authorise a 
Government of any State to take any 
order or do anything in relation to any 
property not vested in that State or 
otherwise prejudice any rights of the 
Central Government or the Government of 
any other State without the consent of 
the Government concerned. 

EverJ rUle made under this Act, shall 
be laid as soon as may bo after it is 
·made, before each Hpuse of the State 
Legislature. 
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