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Object an4 scolliL-~~-the study. 

·Among the· 289 urban ~.r<>nn·jn MnharA.shtra.as 

define<l in the 19:71 Census, there are 222 -muni_cdpa]_ towns, 

5 porporation towns and. 62 non-muni.cipal t.owns ~ Out of· 
. . . ' 

the· 222"mtinicipal councils, 20 are .'A' Class l'IunicipAJ 

Qouncils, 34. are 'B r Class and 168 are, 1 C' Class 

Municipal Council~. 
. . 

These towns are at diiferent levels of develop

me"rit_.· They di:ffe<L' from one anothe~ in"·se·veral respects. 

Their regipnal. settings and clilll!ltological .features are 

different, their functional import3nces are:different· 

and s~ are al"so_ the levels ~f :Cnfra-structural: deviilop~nt 
• 

.or per_capita incomes. While 'the· Census publications 

provide a lot of use~ul informati9n about the demographic 

features of tl:Iese t·m-ms. and t_he Nunicipal- Year Books 

furrtish details of inc'omes and expenditures of the 

I1unicipal Counc:i,ls ,- there is no public-ation which :provid!ls 

consolidated infOrmation about ·the levels of physieal and 

social infra-structural developme-nt of the various towns' 
- - . 

iheir· planning achi_eyefuents or planning deficiencies and 

level of social facilities -etc. Development Plans of all ' 

these JVlunicipal to~ms have been prepared V:hich contain 

fund o~ information 9n s~veral socio-eco~~mic a~d p~ysical 
aspects of- the to\ms based on surveys carried. out at the -. . -

time of preparation. of the Development Plans. ·~his 

information.is, hO\vever, not available any where in a 
- . 

consoli.lated· and" concise f<;>rm_. It was felt that a 

publication containing infor~tion on_ all aspects of the 

·to~ms in Hah.arashtra i.e.- demographic, economic, physical . . ' .. 
~,md social would be useful not onl.y t~- to1m planners but 

also to other social scientists and- administra,to_rs 

as ~;ell. 

. 
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This To;rn Lirectory is an attempt ·in that 

direction. Inf o:cma ·~ion co:npiled and p:re.sented· in this 

Toun Directory has been coile~ted mainly tl)Xough ··secondary 

sou.rcEls viz. Cenous publications, I'tuni.ci:pcl Year "Books 

published by the Director~te of Economics & Statistics, 

Distri·ct Gazet'.;eers and Development Plan Reports. The 

information from ·the Dev~lopment :i?la~ Reports has been· 
. ' 

up-dated where necessary. ·Some information such as .· 

relating. to water supply and drainage· ~-ras aiso. colJ.ec"ted 

through ~~rresponQence with the·concer~ed Departments/ 

Frunicipal Councils •. The response from the Jllunicipal . 

Councils w,.s 'quite gooq as 142 Hunicipal, Counciis out of . ' . 

222. i.e. nearly 64/~ s<lppl·ied the information as asked for . 
in the format::;· as prescribed." ,. 

To assess ·the increase in the facilities and the 

'le:vel of service d~ing t11e time progression, .U,l fiJ;l~cipaJ 
·councils 1rere .i:equcsted to supply information as to two 

time stac;es·, viz. 1970-71" and' 1975-76. However,· unfcrtu- . 
. . . . . . 
nately sue~ ~nformation for the two time stages has not 
been properly. supplied by many municipal· councils and ?-S 
such it "ha?_not .been possible. to throw any light on th~ 

increase in the facilities or the level of service during 

the time progres1_3ion. 

To be. really use£ul; the Town Directory will have 

to be-updated periodical;Ly. If the idea and att~mpt to 

compile and present s.mh a· Town ·Directory is ap!Jrecia ted 

and foun<i: useful, we·would certainly undertake such 
periodical-updating. 

I 

The present volume relates·to Chandrapu~ District . ' 
and ;Tould be followed by similar volumes of other Districts. 


