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I 

j; dilim~e me~ting with lVIi'. -i,p., ~~aik, Secretary, l\iutional .colllilli-
, 

ssio~ If ;Bi1u:c'ati~6;Jin~'the: sUmm~r' pf. i964 led toa discussion oi', the, 

need to'{lte'~st socioJ:ogist's in the fiela'of education and,,1)f-,the', 

de~'i'idbili ty .of canvenirig a seminar to' see what help sociologists could, 
. " . 

'give in the deliberations of theCollLliissiorr.': The idea was a good one 

and it was ,tentatively agreed that if sociologists respon<iedto the ici~a 
/ ' 

n seminar enti tledsociologyot' Education in, a l'Iodernising Society should . . . ' .. , 
, ' , 

be convened under,theauspici~s, of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences. . .,' ," 

The seminar would be sponsored by the ]i;dvcation Commission who would also 
, .. ' - - . -. '. . 

meet, the travel]J.ng expenses of the participant,s. The ~?ive.rsi,ty Grants 

, Commission.. would make ~ grant to meet o,ther incidentaL e::cPenses.,' 

',1' )""' . 

The 1dea"of convening a semimir was later discussed with friends, 

and p~tibularlY with Professor I,P. Desaii HBinsisted that if a se-
/ 

• :. j", ' ; - .,- . 

minar was to be' convened at all it should only be as d. preliminary t(}-

someconcrew' project of work, that the seminarians wouldsub~e9:uently 

take' up'.' This _wa~ wolcqmeinsis,tence !)Il~ ml:lohafter the hoQrt.- of the, 

Convener llimself 1:lnd.in-con8onanR,qp;w~,:lfhthe P?licy of the EdUcation 

Commission. 

i".' ,S01,'the geminn,r was called ani! met ltstwaen 11th a.nli T3th December 

differen t uni versi-' 

ties ,responded to theinviations., "Three of tne members .of the Education 
. ..l .J 

Comtnission,also-participated in the,discussi,ons:. No formal papers had 

"been inVited, but'the the!'le of the seminarvJ.as systematically divided in-
• ' . . J ..' 

to ,'di·fferent sessions and, individual scholars were assigned, responsibili-
, '. . \ 

ties for initiating discussiol(ls" on <llfferl,mt fa~Ots of the theme.' The 

p.eliberations of the seminar were directed toward developing concrete pro-
'-". . " • i " " .... .i, . . . . . . .~ 

pO~Jals f~r I study which would ~timulate sociological interest in the prob-

lems ,~~e~ucation ,and feed some datu to. the many subgroups of the Educo.­

tio~ Commission. Two such proposals emerged. 
/ 

One.of' these ,was the. p;reparo.tion Olldpublic(ltion of paper a by 

sociologists on' different nSp'ccts ,of,'- thechnilen,ge education faced, in, a 
.' .,. . ... 

modernising society. ' Tl).ese pa:ger~, have ,already been published under tm 
• I •. ...•..• ". '. " • 

1;i tle'papers in the SociolOgy ofER-ucation in India. Fourteen Schq],are . 

-.:~v~.o."ntr~te.d. .. tojlV-~ V~IU!Jlef' pU~iW.ed by the Natio~a~ Council of' 
• • j •. " r'; . . '. 

',' ' Ed\.1.cational.Rese~r<:e;, and Training;in July 1967 • 
• ~ , ~ '1 



II 

, The other proposal, was for undertaking an extensive field study 

to study the social background, the social values, the occupational as-
, , ' 

pirations andsatisfactiops of the major participants in the /3ystem of 
. , . .' 

education. The detdls of the' project were left to be finalised by a 
. . !. • . ' 

Co-ordinating Comruitt~e, elected for the purpose, and the CO!lL1li twe was' 

also,entrustedwith .. the work of inviting and editing the pnpersreferred 
. ~ . ' . 

to' above. The Convener of the Seminar Whs also asked to work as the 

Convener Qf the Co~ordinating Committee. 

,I ,One of the :first : tasks of theCo"':ordinating CommittE)e was:j;o pre:" 
. '. '. . I - I '. -, -' • . ',> . _. 

pare project outlines and ;find funds for the two projects. Simultaneo-, 
. . , • ., I • ~ • 

~ly'the Co~ttee.hadto decide u~on~he schol~s who would be invitedCt~ 
, 

wr~ te for the,~ volume of collected papers and to, fm.d others ,who would be 
'. 0,' , 

willing to unqertike respo~sibility fordire~ting field ~orkior' the ~-
, .. ,- . '. ..,' " . . .' . :~~. ~ 

vey in e~oh of their regions. This work ",ns complqted by the 'Committee 
" . , , , 

in its fil'st two meetings. The different scholars who were approached for " 
, . 

co-operation o.9ceded to :the reques~ without anyhesi tation or delay.", 

The names of tl.e membe:r;s' of the Co':'ordinating Committee, the ,part i-
.. ' '. ....... . '. .' . . 

cipanh '()r~rthr2L·. '3efl"':tlnt'aj' the",contrtbuto'I's 1;0 'ths;volume 'of IIPapersll, 

and the regionUl directors of field study are given at the lend ,of the' 

preface. 

, The work 'on :nei ther ,of ,the ,two'projects, how?ver" could .even have 

begun without assurance of funds. Here ~Ir. 'Chandrak~t"Joint Di~ector', 
biational Council of Educatiol.al Research nnd Training ,came to the heip Of . . .' , 

the Co-ordinatin~ Com;rlttee. He agreed to Pave the request for funds 

,examined by the Council an4 later communicated the approvai' of the Council 

to support botp. the projects." The Co-ordinating Committee have eve'I'Y 

reason to feel grateful to the Council for this assistance. 

- , 

Once the projects were ini tiated the Co-org.inating Committee and 

the Convener hll;ve had to ask for help and favours for mUIlY things at 

nearly every step. In the framing of the questionnaire and the designing 

of the'sample Dr. Rrunkrishna Mukerjee and his two colleagues from the 
, I ' 

Indian Statistical Institute - Messrs. Suraj Bandopadhay& K. Cheltapadhyaya 
/ 

~xnx.xxx:u:x were of invaluable help. Dr. Mukerjee was, of course, 

'a member of, the Co,...ordinating Cor'~ ttee, but his two other colleagues had 

no such linf.;age with' the project until much later xxx :..xv,',.~' x x'·yy~X 

when they both helped in the field work in West Bengal. They carefully 

scrutinised the questionnaires, make several useful suggestions and helped 

Dr. Nukerjee in working out the elaborate sampling design for this study. 



Another member of 'the Co-ordinating Committee who gave special 'help at 
'l ~ -:. .••• ~ : '" ,.:! ~ .' ":" ...... ( , 

this ~tage was lllr. i •• 1.. Pdifdya' •. ··He gave-: a grn' .... t,.,deal of th>?ught.to the 
_' .. 1i' .' ',I, •• ;.. • ~f' ~I' :"~,, ' • 

frruniz{g of que~tioris relating b social -values •.• He had plqI.1p-Q.d originally 

to use ~ p~t' ~f 't~~ Inkeles inventary of questions f~r thQ.i.q1,lestionnaire 

of thi~ ~~dY:" 'Thl~ could not 'be dona becaus'G':orthe need .. to ,limit the 

";~~:l~~~ ~t~h~" q~estionnaire ~ ,. He spent consid~rnbletime ':- ,c liespi te i11-
.1~":-·_:~ • , .• ",,~: . !t". r" 

heaJ,th ':'" to finalise the twelve questions that ·now,dppea!.;;in the ques-

" tionnaire •. ", , . ' ~. .'''' ... 
·'/f' .. ,. .l~_: ....... ~. __ . P." .:. .. ::' ~,.!-:_:_. ,~, ' .-.:_ , ,_." 

il.ctuallYI six different· questionnaires had to"be prepared for. the 

study ~d~~~~f'them :)'~ad"·td l:5e;i:hlnslii.te'dintGifseven;diff~reAt liIDguages. : 
. .t ',\' ".r·~ .:+ " .• ,: f _,~ .~ '., ,~" " ,',:..', ' _,' , . 

The work of preparing drans' 1l,Iid' re'-drafts,' of pretestirlg pf,::..CJ.uestiq:nn~res, : 
., .. ~ "t_.,: }".' '.~'J' .: ,,'.,.. .' d.,_ .. ,.... ,"'. _, . ', . ,.-., "-', ~ .. 

.of getting them translatEid 'and priilted in· alb the .1@guag~E!: ... ~d ix\", , 
~-"''':, '';;''1"':' · ... l ' . .' ',.;1", "f . ._:' _. .. ~, , .. , dJ .• q 
,literally' thousfillds 'of pc5pies , . ...;, . and,' "finally,. 'of', d.espatc~ngt9-ellb ~?,~ll 

• ... 1" ':.' _. ,:., _?- :. _ : '~, .. '" ~ ,',', :" , . _: _, . . . . 

the ,field centres cou:J:d not· have' been,'Utme'··wi thout th~ ,willir."g and .. 'oHQ13· 
-" ..• ',., .... '. '; :.: ,~~,:': :': :',-", " ~'. " 

sp~~t~eous,~e~p gi';;'e~'bY niitr;y' friends,stuaents' and stQ.ffp.,t:thQ._Tat9:('(I 

In.st~ tut~'~f S~~i;l SCi~n~es.. . +t'i~ dffficult·to '.record 1;:tle~~ nnmes):~q. 
~~rt~ixD.;' i~p6'~sibiel·:toth~'them"'adeqtiateiy •. ~ . Some idea: of th~ amount' 

,.,'~~ 'wor~ in;ol~~'dj~~b~ 'ghin~(f i:ront thej Ifact thAt 'the whole~ pr~:~ess.. ~i',' 
. '.' f~aming, f~n~i~'~i~~':: '~~in ~~g' ii:ird'. de' spa tchl.ne· six.:siifferehj; que sti6Pf1aire s 

' .. : .;. ::j ..... !..:.i' . _ '~'::)f1':J jiD''-:;.-' '. ,_.' ',.. " ,.' .. ' ,,~ ..... '.- .. 

· ,in' several langui.ges had ~to' 00' completed;. in'" six .'!.~weeks.:: .fu.toi;ci.),. ot:, 
.. . ·".;:J'tj "1~":'"1""'- , __ • '_.~' . ". _' I • -. "_'" •• I_..iM 

38,500,. copies nad' t·ohe'irEipadd.;' ·J.Wie·' wbrk was(rlistl'ib1ft;e,d. ip, Jive. 
-.J .. : ,_ '~.-.: :',~.TJ' ~-:.rF ,;. , ,. _ ".'_ ' " .' '. .,' " 

· 'pre.~se,~;, some .o.f the que-sti'ohhaLres li'ad' ;tb· b.e·'cYclosty.led.;at .. t¥.. +n.~R ~ute. , 
. ":11t' ~J" ~-l.-i;'· '~.i. ·l;>~. L .• ,.:": • _. ,. ..' 

,,'.' .; . .:l'he,nUJ!lbergr. ff.1vou:cs.andobligations that the Regional: Diiec'tO~s 
. .: ) .•. .IIL "'_~[' .t . .,;.. ",< ::.:- ~:. ': : : ••• _,' :;_ ,;,. 

Imus.t:have hud ,to ask and acceptare not even knoWn to' the"Conven~i".-But 
· '". ,-.; • (::' '" .• '. j • ' 'J;'." ~ . '_ :.'. ".! • " _. • • _. . 

'i:t.:j;~ notdifficuJ t.~() f;l~a~~~e what the ylOrk of contnctingscorci!';.er ins,.. 

tttaJ.;1!~uns W as mnAydifferent towns rui.dCi ti~s m~st h~ve metmt' for the 
'. .. ". ':"~-'.,'~' .: i.: ~ .. ~/ 1;'" .':"-'. .._ - ' . 

Direc~or~ .an9. .thefr §taff. All the Directors worked' iiimi-'bn:tire'ly hono.,.. 
, • ..1,.", \' ,. -'.' ~ • -.," ;... ' • 

· \ro,ry .. caJ?n,~it~ ',!:l?d, .l:iad to, ca:r:ry this load with their notmal academfc r.e.s-
, ' •• >1 '< -',"' ':',+ :. . J . , 

, p§ln!i%bHi:ti:s·r,f.o~~ately. tl~eir respective urii vefsity aejiiiin:l:stratidiis 
. •.• ., J.\J I .:..1· ~ r . , ... ~. .' r .... '. ' 

".,agreEl<!-_t~Jo.c.ce;p~ :?~ ~;'f;lp2n.sibili ty fb~ handiing{'f~a:s fmd~lflaint;liri.ing 
:. ,b.o*s, "~?' t~il:1;.trw· P.i;~-~t~~s·~ w~;~'· n~l~~~~t~pni-J{itkt' pnrtj1b:t 'the'6rkimi-

, !:1atioz::~, .. re~p.p~~~bi·;~ ~~ '.:"';:'-!,""~, •. . I:, ':-:'''F' !;,:::t .\., . ,-: .L,: 
• . ' •. : J .i '-'-. t. '" . • •. ,' "_ ::' ,r.' . ' . "'l~' or;; • • .' .-, 

1"1.: " '" Tho eight Regi®a·:!.· :Di;re9t.q:rI?)~'1Ve..Jlo:t ,o.Illy su;e~sedfieid:'work 
'I. . (" ••..• ..:.l.~ ;.- 'l'r ":'.'\' . J .. : 'Y~'_' _~,_,' 

but 'have e.dcnwritt£m,coIllPlete"repor1;~ ~oI,l,theA~tq.;ei..qti~g to '~~h-'e:d" 
m . " ",.r "J ... _~ ..... : •. ,-'~' ',.i~' (. r •. ,.,: ..... 

state.lho reports form independent ,volumes ,in this series 3S follows: 
..... . "" -' ,), ,~ n. ',q 

I. 
'" , • .: f. ~. .f.......... ,-.f~" 

Gene:r:~l Report 
.. 

':,," fL .. ''':' .. :' 

:~ .. -' 

Dr. !VI?S. Go;~' 
Dr. i~p~ 'Desai' 

M~~:'~ S~n Chithis' 
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, • .1. ~;:' '.'. ,1{~~~' -d~t'~'ii~oU; ailthri'iight St~tes ~eie;~irig'receiv~d~'izi"the" • 
. ..... ,::.:..' .. ;_:,' .. ~~ .. ·::'·->::-.:;:.~,·L.·i.~_t..~Jt.~;) ... ,~- .~ :.:',.;',~.' .' . ' .... , .. ~.i ',.!: 'i,1 _:' ~ ~ 

, office "Of theCQordlriating Commi itee i:if'J:i.nngeinex;,t::1liJ.irtobe m~de~for' 'the ,:1 
I .. ~ . " : ;.:-: .. -,:r . .(...: '.' . .- l' ": '.', >,:::.,. I . , ',., .', " ", . '. ',', . ',' " I '.! •. ' 

'punching,and'tabulati'on o:{ data.. If these 0p'era'tions were to b'ElE!'nth1s'ted 
• . .," _ . .1.":1;'~: , .. ,. ". _"'" ~ ;: ,/. ',. _. ,'. . ... _ .' .'. ,. _. , 

tp'; .~,c:p~er-Ci'P-l' ?rgruiifsation t!i~'J)U,dget whioh pad been;origi:no.UY.D.pproved 
7----;" \"'~'J., '~.}.':\' f; ','" " ' .. ;' .;.,;, I. .; : .: __ ' .' ~ .. " ..; • I , 
~r' t~e' ::e~t:i:r:estudY'W0uld have' been fourid insufficient for, the lwork •. "The 

.:: ".~·;;'-I""':"/ .!_~ ... __ •... ,: ... j-,,;--.-;., -\.:,-', , .... :. '",:,- . : ' '-' ," , 

. 2n·:~'ssibilitie.s eet'ting'the wurk'dOne at .0. concessionnJ;;r'cOst:or"' entir:ely,: . 
. : '; . :., i ;, I ';. ;~ . .'!'.. ','. . ' _: , '" ... : 

free of cost:had therefdr'eto beJ~xplored. Several'org::mis(l.tioil$:!W~~P", 

ap;roache~~ '-;,it ;~e tiri'~ it ioik~:the' pr6jectwciUldget·held' up·j,:i.nde~j;-" 
n{t~l/~t'. ~his ~t~e. 'i/O':orgari:i:aations.· c3IJl.e· to~ the're~cue.,.:. th(nIr!l;iian 

"I,: '. ,.,' ~ '.' ", .. ' " . '.. " : 

Listitute6Ln;ochiloiogy and.-the Data Proces~ing'Uri~tin BombaY:.ofthe TQ.tn 

Iron, and, ISt'eel Company. "There:l~"no ~~Y_irJ. ,whi6h·'these"0rganizations can . 

be-'acieq~at~l~ th~~lll. ' Eucho!.,. them had to provide' between three t.o ·six 

'" months of. their-',,;ini~ 'to.'nelp' finish ~Ur;work~ . The TISC01mit~help.e:d in 
...... , .. ,. . .'.. ..', -.:' ,,' - \.' .' .:' .. 

, . "the punching and -verHicntioil of c(ll'ds and in 'the; preparation of ,freq~IlCy 

tables';;'J'The. 1'::[;'1;. helped 'in t~ :)pro~amming' and CQmputation Qf dare for 

obt'a5ln:i::ngj)(l~Oss.,'tables;;';for' ali, the eigh:j;stntes,. The' scope ond si~~. of 
I - . . . . '. . • 

tfui :opdration '~ml :be'judged, 'by the; fact,tha~ altogether d~;a, tor 'i,g3,4)t(} 

.•.• 'i~g+vi~uai respon~ent~i::':1 tob~C ~!ocesse~<.~d ,1l}ot~ !lumb~l'. of';,48,64. 

frE3qqfmc:y ,'t~bJ,es"ond 17 ;36.8 '. 'cross-tableshud tofprepared. ~Ir~, .;.' 
, .' ,_,,- :.;, . _", . . _. ... _~ . . I • ' . , . " . '--'. ' .... , 

Yashpai'Salini of the TISSCg ..,llata Processih.g Vnitand,Dr.H.N,.I-lahapllla 
.' .. _. . '. '. r. , . t. • - ~'" ,,'..""~ '. - .. _,' , . - _. ' -~ 

of'~the ~.I)r~ 'at Kanp\lrgave a: ~eat d~ oftl1ci:r::time for cQns,ulta~~o~s 
. _'':' ~ . ':. , "':'. '. -.... '.... -_ ,_ " ~., .. .!.."" tJ , •. : L .,:' ._. ", : ,:. • •• -.••••• ' ,'. _ 

:,TIfd' SUp~r~sion: . of th~.pro,cess~?.(~i()f~J fYf..,whl.,~¥)~e,:ge~ordil11ltin~ COlIl~ 
. ~tte'o ;owds themtt, special dEib:ti" of1f!r~t;j,tu~e .. " S~l!lit#ly Jlir. ,B.~ V. Chi. ~n,~s, 

~ . l., .. ' .'" '. ': ,,\.)X .; . .L .. l;:t, ,,,,--r:l. _l .:'- ... -.;""~11 ... . . 

of The Tata . Hydro-Electric Company, 'Bombl}.y spentnlmost-his who~e vacation 
,~ .~~ ..... :~, ,'. .. _ .'" .. ; :" .-I;I"_:~~rT ·:r!,;.'a~ '\J •• ~ f..I,flt:,,":, -" .. i.,.. ' 

'. helping j;o'prePru.'e ilt~n~t~v~,CO~U~?lJ¥,~~?:r:':ru.rune' s~:,that ,ourrequ:rements 

cO{ud;be clehrlyin.dicuted tpthe ag~~cy whidh ~ould fir~al1y atiee to 
.' ' .... , _: ~. . -. ':." _ ..... i,i' . '. .' .. ' .' '.:' --". '. ': .' - , 

~"'procf3ss t~e9-a~a of the study. " 

. '- . Even after, the tabulatiun work was over -' ond, in t;aci;. even ae the 
. • . . I 

tables were being received -' a g00d deal of c0pyin~, ehstr~-
'. • .! -r " ,.' .' • .' ' • ~ • • • r 

tin~' and, pe.~centag~ng- had .to:bedone. In. this work mony C!f tq~ stUdents 
. . ",. . 

of the Tatll Insti ~te'C!f' Social Scienc~sand even the younger members of 
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the families of staff bud to give a helping hand. Mr. R.D. Naik who was 

then supervising most of this wo:r.k had to use all this tact and resource­, 
fulness to keep the work moving at the pace'required by the oft-revised, 

and yet rather tight, time-sched~le. 

The Co~ordinating Committee .is grateful to all the persons and 

agencies who have helped in the .lork of this pro~ect at ,Various stages, 

and particularly to the Directors who organized the data-collection in 
\ 

their- respective areas. and finally prepared the State reporto. 

The Convener .'muld like to record hi's special debt of Obligations 

to three persons - Dr. I.P~ Desai} f<1rs. S;. Chl;tnis ·p..nd ~-ir. P. Ramachandran 

xxrxxxxxxxx who have b3en colleagues in this project. Dr. Desai has been 

associated in the projec-!; from its very cpnception. He hris shared in the 

thinking and discussiuns at all stages and participated in the :t:.reparation 

of this project. Mrs. 'Chitnis worked irii tially as the sole professional 

member .of the Co-ordinating Unit staff, later she worked'in·an honorarY· 

capaci ty. 'In both the roles ,her contribution bus been substantial and her 

interest unflagging. She has also Farticipated effectively in the prepara­

tion of this report ,and appears as a co .... author. Mr. Ramachandran',s help 

has been crucial at all points where the project needed methodological ,and . . 

statistical advice. He helped actively in the dz:aw~ng of the sample, 

preparation of the questionnaire, in working out card designs, tabulation 

frames, and the later statistical-analytical wo~k of the project. .He bus 

wri tten part of the chapter on the Study Design. Without the active 

involvement of these tbree colleagues the project could never have been 

completed. 

Finally, the Convener would' like to record his appreciation of the 

assistance he has received from the Registrar and the staff of the Tata 

Institute of Social Sciences in the administrati~n of the project. Thanks 

are also due to the s'taff of the Centre fqt ,Rel;i(:mal Deye.lo,pment.·Studies for 

help. in typing, ,stencilling aqd ~uplicatingwork. 

THta Institute of-Bocial Sciences 
Chembur, BOlYillAY 71 AS 

October 26 1 1967 

M.S. Gore 
Convener 
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