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"W chance meoting with Mr, T.P. Jaik, Secretary, lational Commi~ .
ssiéﬁ'é%'Eﬁgobfioh;yini%hbasﬁmmé?'ﬁf i964'1ed to a discussion of the . ..
need 1o interest sociologists in the £i6ld of education and wf .the -
deéfrgogiity of conveoiﬁg a seminaf'to.seénwhat help sociologists could.
give in the deliberations of the Commiss1on. The idea was a good one
and it was. tentatlvely agreed that 1f SOclologlsts responded - to the idea
a semlnar entitied soc1ology of Educatlon in. a Modernlslng ooclety shouLd
be convened under the . augpicies of . the Tata Institute of boclal 301ences..
The seminar would e sponsored by the Eduogtlon Commission who woulq also
meet. the travelling oxpenées of the participonts. The Universify Grants

- Commission. would make a grant to meet other incidental. expenses.

The 1dea of convenLng a oemlnar was later diseussed with frlends
and partlcularly with Professor L.P, Desal. Be 1n31sted that if a se-
mina¥ was to be convened at all it should only be as a prellmlnary to--
some.concrete project of work,that the seminarians would sub§eguently
“take up. . This Was welcome, insiatence and much after.the heart:of the_

Comm1331on.

#vo. . So, the Semlnar was called and met wetwaen 11th and lath December
1964, LPDlStlngUlSth -gociologists, from _twelve . different unlver51-
tles.rosponded to the inviations.. .Three of the memberS.of the hducatlon
Commissionialso-particiﬁated in the,dlsou§s1ons.- No formal papers had

“been invited, but.the thege of  the semingr_ﬁas systemafically divided in-
to different sessions‘and'individﬁal'scholors‘were aSsigned responsibili-
ties for initiating dlscu551ops on different fasbts of the theme. The

dellberatlons of the semlnar were dlrected toward developlng concrete pro-
posals for study whlch would stlmulate soclologlcal 1nterest in the prob-
lems of educatlon and feed some data to the many subgroups of the Educa~

tlon Comm1s31on. ”wo such proposals emerged.
oo

One-Of‘theseywas_the'prepqration and publication oﬁlpaﬁers by
sociologists on different aspects of the_oha;lque education faoed,igxa
modernising society. : These papers- havé‘already been pubiishedlunder the
tltle papers in the Sociology of Educatlon 1n Indla. Fourteen Schqlara

" lﬁ-"e -gontriguted o fthis volume, pullighed by the Na‘tlonal Counc11 of
" Fducetionel . Reseqrqh and Tralnlng in July 1967.A

-t b
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. The other proposal was for undertoking an extensive field study
to study the social background, the social values, the occupational as-
prrations and satisfaotions of'the major participants in the system of
education. The details of the progect wore 1eft to be finalised by a
Co—ordlnatlng Commlttee, eleoted for the purnose, and the Comnittee wasg '
also entrusted w1th the work of 1nv1t1ng and edltlng the papers referred
to above. The Convener of the Semlnar was also asked to work as the -
Convener of the Co—ordlnatlng Commlttee. e
o 'One-of-the‘first tasks of the Co—brdinatiné Committee wes'to pre;
pare progect outllnes and flnd funds for the two proaects. Slmultaneo-i
sly the. Commi t tee had to declde upon the scholars who would be 1nV1ted to
wrlte for the  volume of collected papers and to flnd others who would be
w1111ng to under*ake responsiblllty for erectlng fleld work for the sur-
vey in each of their reglons. Thls work wes eompleted by the Commlttee ‘
in 1ts flrst two meetlngs. The dlfferenu scholars who were approached for |

co—0perat10n ecﬂeded to the request w1thout any hes1tat10n or delay. - v

The names ot the members of the Co—ordlnatlng Commlttee, the partl-
cipants of “sthris | Heon vars;' the_contributors~to -the..volume of- "Papers“~
and the regional directors of field study are given at the/end of the

preface.

= The work ‘on nelther of the two progeots, however, COuld even have
begun without assurauce of funds. Here Mr. Chendrakant, Joint Dlrector,
hatlonal Council of Educatloial Research and Training came to the help of
the Co—ordlnatrng Comnrtueen, He agreed to have the request for funds
-examined by the Council and later communicated the approval of the Council
‘to'Support both the projects. - The'Co—ordineting.Committee have every
reason to feel gratetul to the Council for this ossistance.

v

Cnce the projects:were initiated the Co-ordinating Committee and

' the Convener heve had to ask for help and favours for many things at

' nearly‘every step. In the.freming of the questionnaire and the designing
of the‘semple Dr. Ramlcrishna Muker jee and his two colleagues from the
Indian Statistical Tnstltute - Messrs. SuraJ Bandopadhay& ) Chattapadhyaya
WX XAXZXXEX Were of invaluable help. Dr. Mukerjee was, of course,

‘2 member of the Corordinating‘Committee, but his two other colleagues.had
no such linkage with the project‘ nntil muach later »xx N R L

 when ‘they both helped in the field work in West Bengal. They corefully
scrutlnlsed the questnonnalres, make several useful suggestlons and helped

Dr. Mukeraee in working out the elaborate sampling design for this study.



Another member af the Co-ordlnatlng Commlttee who gave special ‘help at

l

this stage was Mr. A ko, Pandya.. ‘He gave a great.deal of thpught.to the

framlng of questlons relatlng to s001al‘values.. JHe had planuad originally

to use a part of the Inkeles 1nventarj of qiiestions for themquestlonnalre

of. thls study.‘ Thls could not ‘be domt bééauss of the need, to limit the
‘;qlength of the questlonnalre. He spent con51derable time 'r despite 111—-

health ; to flnallse the rweive questlons that now: dppear; 1n the ques—
P R L R v e . N . S e N ‘
tlonnalre., . - e h \-_;Q¢

ERA [ Y e : ' i "

Actuqlly, six dlfferent questlonnalres had £6° be prepared for the

study and two of them had to be translated 1nto seven .different: 1anguages.f'
The work of preparlng draffs “and” re—draf%s, of pretestlng of qpestlonnalres,-

> ST

of gettlng them zranbla ‘ed" and prlnted 1n—all the Jdanguoages. - and 1n'11q

llterally thousando of coples ‘~ and, flnally, of- despatchlng them to all

s o~

the fleld centres cou1d not have been’ ‘Hone"without the w1111ng and, often.

spontaneous help grven by many frlends, $tudents and Staff ‘at the Tatq,f‘. v

Instltute of Soclel bclences. ‘It 1s &1fflcult to- reeord thelr names. agd
_certalnly 1mp0531ble to thank' them' adequately., Some 1dea of the amount

of work 1nvolved can be galned from the fact that ‘the whole proeess of

[

framlng, flnallslng, prlntlng dind’ despitching 31x*d1fferent questloqpalres

1n several langu(ges had to be completed invsix 2 Weeks. A—total of

Py

38 500 coples hadjto bet lré*erad.irhe: work wasfdlstrlbqted in: flve '
pressesp some of fhe questlénnelres hﬂd o be Cyclostyled t»the Instltute§=f

: , Ethe :_5’ DL TR RRY ot N I
SRR ;. The, number of fegeurg and obllgatluns that fhe Reglonal Dlréc%ors

Jmust have had to ask angd aecept are not even anwn to the" Convenor;« But

.l

1t g not. dlfflcult +o‘}mag1ne what the work of contactlng scores-ef ing- ;.
tltn$1uns in as mdny dlfferent towns and 01t1es must have meant for the
Dlrectors .and. thelr staff_A All'the Dlrectors worked 1n an’ entlrely hono-—

- rary.capacity and had to, carry thls load W1th thelr normal aca&emlc rog-

pon31b111t1es. For+unately thelr respectlve un1vers1tj admlnlstratloﬁs

Sad i M T

--.;agreed. 49 accept 1 the respon51b111ty for handllng Punds’ And” maintainlng
.-books -so- that the dlrectors were etleaet spared that partlof “the ‘organi-

L I TR s .
atlonal IeSpOnSlbl 1ty. - B R B T

-
] e . et
L, EEC - <yl -

“» The eight Reglenal Drrectors have not only superv1sed fleld-work
s Y )
bt have edch written: ‘complete reportsdon the datq relatlng to tﬁélr

[REAl o

state. The reports form 1ndependent v01umes 1n thls serles as. follows.
Sl i ‘:T :
Wi . R Y E o Ve AL
Nolume I General Report - Dr, H.S. Gore'

/ ~‘_, ‘ ‘ - - ) o Dr- I P Desal Bt _<

Mrs..Suma Chltnls



'\‘_ Voj._—{ iL Andhr - 'Hon. Dlrector De. M v: Moorthy

- Vol, III W Bengal - ‘-""_'1 T Dx‘. R.X, Mukerjee - '
© Vol -1V Gijaret = T v 7 Dr BV, Shan
. LV'orlfi"jr.— av ¥ Maharashtra . Sl D, 1,B, Demle 0
- e s ,,Vol = VI Mys‘oreﬁ A= ; “a --;,'Jm-w . Drd K N, Venkatarayappa
Coopkdeniin T Vol; E'endh Or;Lssa‘ A% l-r ey 5 Dr.: Ry Rthh
PRI L et SR A B
T le UIi[I PmJ"-b /" ol T Prln. 8., Ranade .
gt I Vfol’ q, r;EY Ra;;asthan_ -5 oo weo- : Dr, S K. Srivastava o

): l,i e ‘;._

off:.oe o "'_the Coorda.nat:.ng Commn.frtee ei‘rangement ‘had to be made “For the" {

punchlng and talbulatlon of data.- If these operetlons were t6 be' e‘ntrusted

' to a commerelnl orgmmsatlon the budgel: th.oh gmad been . orlgmally npproved '

i QU

. &r the‘e.ntlre study would have Been Found 1nsuff1o1ent for the iwork. .+The

P“'p@ssiblhtles getting\ the wurk ddne at a concesslone;l. oost or' enta.rely
free of cost haa therefore to be .explored. Several organlsatlong yere -
approached. Ixt one tlme it looked the progeet Would get held’ updn,ndeﬁl- )
nlte‘ly at thJ.s sta@ . Two orgam.sat:.ons ca.me to the rescue the"Im;h.an‘ |
Instltute of Technology and the Data Proeessmg Unlt 1n Bombay of the Tata\
Iron a.nd Steel Companyg There ls o way _1n Jiich- these organlzatlons ‘can -
be adequately thank*‘ul. Each of them had to prov.tde between three- to six
months of their JJ.me to. ‘help flnlsh our WOI‘k The TISCO unit helped in .

B the punchrng and vverJ flcatlon of cards and in the preparatlon of frequency
tables ¢ The Tu1s T. helped 1n the ~programm1ng ‘and computatlon -of" data for
obtain.mg, e:ress—“tableSf for all th“e elght states. The” scope and sige. of

'.‘}_ ther operat‘ion can e Judged bv the: fact that altogether data for 23,4 <t
1nd1v1dual respondents rod to be processed and a totgl number of 4864 |

'

freqqency tables -and 1’7 368, cross—tables Tad to[prepared. I‘Ir.

gy

Yashpal Sahm. of the TISSCO “Data Prooe5s1ng Un:.t and Dr., N Mahabala
of the I I T. ‘at Kanpur gave a great deal of thc1r tlme for consultat;ons

and superv151on of‘ the processmg WOrk fcfr whlch the Co-—ordmatlng Com— o

fasg}

mtteo owes them a spec:Lal debt of‘ gratn,tude.;_ Slmllarly Mr. B V. Ch;tms, ,

Lt \'f

of Lhe Tata Hydro-Electrlc Company, Bombay spent almost‘hls whole vacation

oL 25 E

: helPlng to prepare f tentatlve, computor programme so, that our requ:.rements
"'. could be clearly: 1nd1ca ed to the agency Whlch would flnally agree to
proeess the data of the study. :

« o Even after ‘the tabulation work vas over - ‘and, in fact, even =8 the
tables were bemg recelved “;. 2 gwod dee.l of cepyln'", ehstrec-— -
tlng zmd percentaglng- hed to be done. In this work m'iny of the students

. ~ of the Tata Instltute -of Socml Sc1ences ‘and even the younger members of



the families of staff had to give q.hclping hand. Mr. R.D. Naik who was
then supervising most of this work had to use all this tact and resource-
fulness to keep the work mov1ng at the pace requlred by the oft—rev1sed,
and yet rather tlght, tlme—schedule.

The Coaordinating Committee\;s»grateful to all the persons and
agencies who havevhelped in the work of this projeet at various stageé,
and particularly to the Directors who organized the data-collection in

R - .

their respective areas and finally prepared the State reports.

The Convénervwouid like to record hié speéial debt of obligations
to three persons ;,Dr, L.P; Desai, Mﬁso»s;.Ch$tnis'and Mr. P. Remachandren
Xrrooocaax who have bzen célleagués in this project. Dr. Desai has_beén .
associated in the project from its very conceptlon. He has shared in‘the
thinking and discussions at all stages and partlclpated in’ the preparatlon
of this project. Mrs. Cbltnls worked 1n1tlally as the sole profe331onal
member of the Co~ord1nat1ng Unit gtaff, later she worked 1n ‘an honorary
capacity. In both the roles-her contrlbutlon has been substantlal and héf
interest unflagglng. She has also partlclpated effectlvely 1n the prepara-
tion of this report;and appears as a co—author. Mr. Ramachangran-s‘help -
has been crucial at all points where the project needed methodological_and
statistical advice. He helped actlvely in the dr1w1ng of the sample, .
preparatlon of the questwonnalre in working out card des1gns, tabulation v
frames, and the later statlstlcal-analytlcal work of the proaect He has
written part of thé chapter on the Staudy Design. Wlthout the active
involvement of these three colleégues the project could never have been

Y

completed,

Finally, the Convener would like to record his appfeciation of 't:hé
assistance he has received from the-Ragistrar and the staff of the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences in the admlnlstratlon of the progect. Thanks
are also due to the staff of the Centre for Realonal.Davelopment -Studies for

i

oo ; M.S. Gore |
Tata Institute of Social Sciences -~ Convener
Chembur, BOMBAY 71 4S . : '

October 26, 1967

help in typing, stenc1lllng and duplicating work.
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