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PREFACE 

Object and scoue of The ~tudy . . 

Among the 289 urban areas in Maharashtra .as 

defined in the 1971 Cerrcus, there are 222 niunicipal towns, 

5 corporation to~T!I3 .and 62 non-municiFal tow·ns. OUt of 

the 222 municipal councils, 20 are 'A' Class Municipal 

Couucils, :54 are 'B • Cless. and 1 68 are • c • Class 

I-!Lunicipal Councils. 

~1-J.ese towns are at different levels of develop

ment. ~bey differ from one a~other in several respects. 

Tll'?.i= regio112.l rattir~s and climatological features are 

diffe=&nt, their ~~ctlonal importances are different 

and so are also the· levels of infra-structural development 

or p0.r capita incomes. '·Jhile the Census publications 
provide a lot of useful information about the demographic 

fc~t'.1:1.<~eo of these to1ms and the Municipal Year Books · 

fl~nish detaLls of incomes and expenditures of the 

Municipal CouncD.s, theTe is no pubiicatio~ which provides 

consolj_dated infor!1'.ation ebout the levels of physical and 

!>Ocial in:f:ca-structural development of the various towns, 

their plrum:i.ng achievements or planning deficiencies and 

level of social facilities etc. Development Plans of all 

these J!u;-:icipal towns he.ve been prep-3-red 11hich contain a 

fund of inforEation on several socio-econamic and physical 

aspccta of the·towns based on surveys carried out at the 

ti!lle ·of prerara'vion of -the Develo:?:nent Plans. This 

ir.forroation is, however, not avail:-1ble any where in a 

consolidated and concise form. It liaS felt that a 

publication-contai~ng information en all aspects of the 

to1ms in l\1e.harashtra Le. demographic, economic, physical 

a:::td soeial would be useful not only to town planners but . 
aJ.so to other social scientists and administrators 

as w·ell. 
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This Tcwn Directory is an atte~pt in that 

direction. In:!:orilla!.ion corr.pileC. and prasented in this 

Town Directory has ~eP.n collected mainly through secondary 

sources viz. Census publications, Municipal Year Books 

published by the Directorate of Economics & Statistics, 

District Gazeti;eers and Devel.opl!lent Plan Reports. The 

inforl!lation from the Development Plan Reports has been 

U)?-dated 1;here necess~:=y. Some infor;nation such as 

rel"'-ting to water S'.lppJ.y and d:L"ainage was also collected 

thrcue;h corrs:lp')ndence with the concerned Departments/ 

M1micipal Cou:1cils. The response from the Municipal 

Council& wr.s quite good as 142 Municipal Councils out of 

222 i.e. n·~ar:>.:r (.t,;~ cu:Yplied the inforl!la ti on as asked 

for in the for;;;ats as :;:rescri be C.. 

To nssess the increase in the facilities and the 

level of service c.:.c;_·ing the t:;.r::e prog::.-ossion, all Municipal 

Coc~ncils \:ore requected to suppJ_y infor;nation as at t1io 

time sk.~e:;, viz. 1970-'{1 and 1975-76. Em1ever, unfortu

nately st~ch information for the t\'10 ti~e stages has not 

been proper=:_y suppli.:;d by many :rr:unicipal cour..cils and as 

sach it hn;;; :oot been poesibJ_e to thro~r any light on the 

incrc<~se in the L:cilities or the level of service durine 
t~e tim3 prcsreDsion. 

To be ro21J_y useful, the To•,m Directory will have 

to be upJate.:l :rericC.ica~_ly. If the idea and attempt to 

compile a:1d present :o:uc:1 a T01m Directory is appreciated 

and found '.l.3'9fLll, ue u:l\Jld C8rtai::Jly undertake S'.lch 
pericciical u:pdatj.ne;. 

:::'l10 present vol~':1::- rela'Gos to liardhJ. District and 

would be followed. by ·s~iJ-ar volumes of other Districts • 
. ,. 
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