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PREFACE 

Object 'and fiflbpe of the study : 

LIJong the 289 urban areas in Maharashtra as _ . 

definEld in; the 1971 Census, there are 2~2 municipal tol!ns,, 

5 corporat~on towns and 62 non-murd.cipa;. towns. Out of 

the 222 mu~1icipal councils, 20 are 'A' Class Hunicipal 

Coun"ils, 34 are 1 B 1 Cl~ss and 1 SS are 'C 1 ·Class 

Municipal Councils. 

Thes"l towns are at diffcr.~nt levels of develop­

ment. Tb.ey differ from one anoth:r in several respects •. 

Their reGion~l settings and climatological features are 

different, their functional importances are different 

and so are also the levels of.infrastructural developmeJ;J.t 1 I . ' 

or per capita incomes. 1'/hile the CensuG publications· 

providr, a lot of useful information about the· demographic 

features of these t01-1ns and the Mu:n.icipal Year Books 

. furnish cetails of -incomes and expenditures of the 

JI'Junicipal Councils, there is no publication which provides 

consolidated information about the levels of physical and 

social infrastructural development of the various towns, 

their planning achievements or pla;ming deficiencies and 
' . ' 

level of· social facilities etc. Development Plans of all 

these Nunicipal towns have been prepared which contain a 

fund of information on several .. soqio-economic and physical 

aspects of the towns based on surveys carried out at the 

time of preparation of the Development Plans. This 

information is, however, not available any where in a 

consolidated and concise form. It was felt that a 

publication containing information on all aspects of the 

towns in JI'Jaharashtra i.e. demographic, economic, physical 

and social ~rould be useful not only to to1m planners but 

also to other social scientists and administrators 

as well. 

This Town Directory is o.n a~tal!'';lt in that 

direction. Information compiled and presented in this 
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Town Directory has been collected mainly through secondary 

sources viz. Census publications, Nunicipal .Ye~a~ Books, - .. - . . - ·. -
published by the Dl~ectorate of Economics & Statistics, 

District-Gazetteers a~d ~evelopment Plan Repo~"s· The 

information from the Development Plan Repor':c~ has ~een. 

up-dated whe:r.e necessary. Some information $U~h·as 

relating to water· supply and drainage was ~lso collected 

through correspondence with the concerned:De~rtments/ 

i'lunicipal Councils. ~··:le response from tt,e Municipal 

Councils was quite goo:i as 142 Municipal. Cc~,: .. Jj ls out of . . . - . ' . ' 
222, i.e. nearly 64% supplied the information as asked for 

in the · f<Jrmats as .prescribed. 

To assesR the increase in the facilities and the 

level of service duri:t:g the time progression, all hunicipal 

Councils '"ere requested to supply informati,.,_p as at two 

time stages, vi<O, 1970'-71 .and 1975-76. Ho~1ever, U.l1fortu,.. 

nately such· inforrr.ation for the two time stages ·has not 

been properly· supplied···by ms.ny .municipal councils and as 

such. it 'has· nc·t be€m possible to throw any light. on the 

increase in th3 facilities· or the. level of Rervice during 
the time progression .• 

To be ·rea1ly useful, the Tm-m Dil'ectory will have 

to be updated periodic2.ily. ·'If the idea a.2d attempt to 

c_ompile and present such a T01vn Directory ~- .-, appreciated 

and found use fill, w'e v:ould certainly undertake· such 

periodical updati~g. 

The present volume relates to Yavatmal District and 

1vould be follooed by similar volumes of other Districts. 
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