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The in!=r~as~ng acuteness of the population problem'. 
i · in Ii:'dta:.: barr resulteiL •in· a more lnsie-t:ent jle111and tba t 

methods be devised and used wh.ieh give..,a, qU-ick,· and reliable 
measure of the birth and death rates on a current and 
continuous basis. S.cientific ap·proacbes to the problem 

'''in· ·'t'h'e· ·co1.1~'cti0li. o·r· g~od: demograpJti.Cil·;atatist.ics are now 
,.. 'T}!Cei Ving· Bttelitiun !in . .many -c_ountri:es _whe;re .~\<l ~egis tra- · 

't·ion. ·11ys tem i·a, poor-~· ·,,The: conventional ,:vital. -,;:egis tratioD 
syst~'m · ts· l.iinited -in ·4ata: co'ntent. and ).t cannc'c satisfy 
many im~ern· data: -needs for, .-s-tudy -o-f fa,eto~s- rsc;!.atGd to 
·pop-u·la ~i.t;1n cha11.8e·••- Furthel!i ..in .many, of, the· _de .;,!loping eou~~ot
rie'~;, -vi tal· -~eg.is•t:ra tioc -sy.J tem: requirea- many ye·,.rs to 
reach a J!atis.fa~toTy·r&t'age -.of, ··accu,rac:y an.d -cor.,;>leteness. 
In--order .to maar<ure the short-.term ..,Cban-ga in t,;,a growth of 
population so ensential for planning, the System of 
Sampie Registration of Births and Deaths in India (SRS( was 

'c- ·evol-ved; · This-1Syli.t8111 >whi:ch· was• ·aat.abl tshed in a few 
t> Sta·tel in 196$0 .. now .extends- .to 4i.L p•r--:~ 0of, .India, 

; ~ l j ' - : H} ') .• ·.'< ; . . rf ."""! : i I.: •, · 4 J f :; l ~ ;.. 'i •, 
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. ~-~. ·~·,(·~:·C..:,!::.;···'. 'l!:i.~.;\·;.Ji:-J.:i f.:;~·'·• 
·2.'.- •' The.Ssmple ·B.egistration.sys,tem.he.t thus reached a 

• ·stage toj! 'stab-ility.:.and ·m~tturity, L!'th ... vaaf; mass of data 
throws >Up- ·'by the System 1now •:req.uiDI!S ,-to be analysed and 

"' 'e\taluated ·cin a ·'more :intensive •scal.EI t;b.l!-n hit.llerto. 
'' E~al· .. ation •of the dat;a obta:Lned tgrouglL,SRS.,,I!ervea to 
.. illlpro9e··th$ workiiig of'·the ,systel!l•• ;In.this;connection a 

Study Teali'has.beeii.set>up;with.:the,primar.J o't!ject of 
istudying 'tbelactllal working- of tl:le;Syst;e.l!l -in the field and 
·'to· silggeet 'llleasures .for: bringtng•_-C!u!;,.iJllprovement in the 
field 'oper.ttions ~ ., Also:•analyticllil ~stucJias baced on SRS 
data::are .-bein!l"•undertaken. ,: !A· .. cg"preqen!ff,V!! .l~st of 
analyt:lcal: and evaluation _,a t11di!lll J hl!-s .be(ln._, clr.'lwn up to 
evaluate the different aspects of the system •:ud also to 
exatr.ine the structure and the design. As po:!..:1ted out by 
Dr. Forrest E. Linder "this list of studies wi:i.l be most , 
useful as a _che-~k list of matters to be consic--,.red by otber 
coulit-l'f.es' that may be considet:ipg, ~qe,,1.nitiahon of a dual
report:-s&attle':vital statistics scheme~' •. The .deficiencies 
in this System arising mostly from var:iat:i.ona :ln the 
accuracy of field work and in varying tevels of rigour 
in aupervision could be brought out in the studies listali. 
The studies have been categorised into:-

i) Efficiency of the s~mple design 
ii) Performance of the Enumerators & Supervisors 

iii) Matching 
~v) Vital Rates 
v) Infant mortality_. ,1• 

vi) Population · ' · ·· '. '; '• 
vii) Migration & 

. ,. i) (iii) 



viii) Miscellaneous 
' } , .. I !.! ·' ·, "'; ., , I ) ~ :. :~ ·"' • , [". F. •· -, ' 

·These studies• will!' 'be. undertaken both· byi ·the .Centre and 
by States:·:,.- .· .. --..r:'o! • ~ .; j.• ·' 
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3', ',;.-~The' present· study· of inf.ant mortality. Jn It,.''ia is 
the f:l:rst >of' 'the' Analytical ·Stu.ty. Series: a<.•d· is af.n:ed at 
providing estimates• of· infant mortality and .. it~ coMponents, 
Estit!iat'es 'of still birth rate .and peri-natal· m· ::~ality 
by sex 1are· a'lso furnighed. Infant. mortality. i,, a sensi
tive indicator of· tbe•socio-economic -and healt-'· conditions 
prevailing in· the country; nit .is hciped •.that t:: :s study 
would be useful in tackling·"the <problem ~f b~ ;-;--. infant 
mortElity in -India.· -,. ' 't "'• 

1 .... ~ : ·. i . ' 
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4. Sample Registration •System is a ·Centre-State 
'll;enture·and the ?Togress -r.egistered:so.J'ar woul4 l\ql: hayc. 
bee~ p~ssible•vit.hout the active.~oo~er~tion Pt ~~e 
several imple111ent:lng agenciea--{n the St 1tes to vl).o~ my 
thanks are ·due.- I -am specially.-.1:hankful to the Planning 

'Commis'si·on "which baa take--n ·cousiderable, iaterest in --the 
establishment and progress a~ the scheme ... £he compilation 
and- analtsis 'part· of ·the r.study -bas .cbeenJan :Qnerous 
responsibility of the•Sample Registration Voit of the 
Vitel·Statistical-~ivisi6n of'tbis Department. I wish 
to riieord ·my 'appteciation of -•the dedicated_ work put in by 
the staff :of' the •Sample-Regiatration U11it.- ,_.This study 
was handled -'by•.Shri V .s, :Swamy, Senior _lleaeercb Of!:icer 
and Sbrt··tallXrisha1l~sstt. Director-of,Census Operations 
(Techn:li:al) •under the· guidance.:of -ShricV .Jt, :Rs·,,..bheo4ran, 
Deputy Reg:latrar~General;•Iodta (Vital~Statist~cs}. 
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