
COLONIAL OFFICE 

MAJOR CAPITAL WORKS 
IN THE 

COLONIAL TERRITORIES 

~LISHED BYRER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE 
FOR THE COLONIAL OFFICE 

\ . 1952 . 

: . THREE SHILLINGS NET 
I 



COLONIAL OFFICE 

MAJOR CAPITAL WORKS 
'- --·- . - . 

IN THE 

COLONIAL TERRITORIES 

PUBLISHED BY HER MAJESTY"S STATIONERY OFFICE 
FOR THE COLONIAL OFFICE 

1952 



(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Contents 

Introduction ............................................... : ..................................................................... . 

AFRICAN TERRITORIES 

Central Africa. ................................................................................................... . 

Northern Rhodesia .............................................................................................................. , 
Nyasaland .............................................................................................................. ····················· 

East Africa. .. : .... .................................................................................................. -·····················--····--···-····· 

1 

2 

2 
6 

6 

East Africa High Commission . .. ... ... ........ .......................................................... ........ ........ ... 6 

~?1:~~ ... ::.:· .. ·::· .. · ._:_ -:.~-: ·: ... ·::·:~~:::·~----~~: ... :~~:.:.:. :: .. :_:::: .. :::::~:··: __ :_:· : :·::-::::·.~:::·:· ::: :.·::·:~::"": ·::" : __ ·· ~ ~ 
Zanzibar ......................................................................................................................................................... _13 

West Africa ....................................................................................................................................... . 14 

G-mibia ....................................... ........... ................. ......................................... ...................... 14 
Gold Coast ............................................................................................................................................ ~ ~ 
Nigeria ........ . ................. ··················--·········-- .................................... ·················-·· 
Sierra Leone ............................................................................................................................... 19 

FAR EASTERN TERRITORIES ...... ... . .. . ......................... . 20 

Brunei.............................................. ..................................................... 20 
Federation of Malaya ............. ................................... ........................... ......... .............. 20 
Hong Kong ................................................................................................................................................. 22 
Singapore ................................................................................................................................ 23 

1EliTERRANEAN TERRITORIES ............................................................................. . 

Cyprus ................................................................................................................................. . 
Gibraltar ................ . ···-····-··················································································· 
H'llta ........................................................... ··················-······································· 

'7EST INDIAN TERRITORIES 
(with Bernruda and Bahamas) ... ............. -· ........................................ .. 

26 

26 
26 
27 

28 

Bahamas······································································································································· 28 
Barbados ......................................................................................................................................... 28 
Bennuda ........................................................................................ : ............................................................... 28 
British Guiana ....................... .. .......................................................... ................. 29 
British Honduras .......... ...... ................................ ....... ........... ........................ ................. .. 30 
Jamaica..................................... ................. .............................. ............... ................ 30 
Lee\18.I'd Iclands .. .... ............ ..... ........... ..... ...... .......... ....... ..................................... .. . .... 32 

~~::~ Isl~d~···(st:·· ;;~;;~;;t·· st:···i:.~ci~")·.·.·.····· :H_··.·::·:•:: .••.... ·.· . ..... .. s~ 

OT::ER TF.FBITORIES . ......... .... ........... .. . .................................................... . 

Aden ................................................................................................................................ 34 
~'iji . .. .... ............. .... ... . .......................... ······· ... ·········· 34 
Ma=itius ..................................... .-........................................................................................ 35 

DS 18620/1 



TIITROIXJCTION 

Last year the Colonial Governments were asked to provide the Colonial 
Office with particulars of major capital works of over £100,000 in value in 
the course of construction. For these purposes the term "major capital 
works" was regarded as covering individual large scale constructional 
projects only and not whole development progrannnes of a COI11Prehensive 
character. 

The information obtained as a result of this enquiry is considered to 
be of sufficient interest to justify a wide::- circulation than was originally 
intended, and to warrant publication as a Colonial Office paper. 

It will be noted that the replies are not all uniform. In some cases 
Colonial Governments were able to furnish particulars of capital works under
taken by private enterprise; in others these particulars could not be 
obtained without an undue BJJlOunt of labour. Furthermore, as this informa
tion was received at different dates during the last twelve months, the 
particulars in columns 6 and 7, about the estimated date and approximate 
state of completion of the projects, do not relate to a common date. A 
number of projects, described as being near co1111?letion, will in fact have 
been completed by now. Events may also have falsified some of the estimated 
dates of COmPletion. It has not been possible to bring these particulars 
more up-to-date without making further enquiries of the Colonial Governments 
and thus postponing unduly the publication of this paper. 

The Government works listed have a total value of nearly £150 million •. 
Of these, approximately 24% by value are related to the provision of 
electricity and power, 2~ to rail, road and teleconmrunications, 22% to 
buildings, 15% to water works, 8% to ports and harbour works, 4% to irrigation 
and drainage, and 1% to the construction of airfields. 

· ''NU returns" have not been included in this publication. Consequently, 
where a territory is not mentioned, it may be assumed that no capital works of 
over £100,000 in value were being undertaken during 1951 in that territory. 

·. 
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