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FALFACE

A cantral question in modern demographic literature is
whether family planning programs can be expscted to succeed
prior to othar basic changes in society, This study provides
a partial answer to thie question by an intensive investi:a-
tion of rural Indian soclety, The findings allow us to assess
tha»ralationahtpu between cultural factors, fertility and
contraception, and to predict the possible success of motiva-
tional fanily planning campaigns in a situation where notable
social change has not yet taken place, The present work
focuses upon women in ZGove, a village {n Satara NDistrict,
“aharashtra, and involves all currently married women in the
fertile age group. The main question to be answered {is what
effect cultural traditions, which dictate the woman's role

and orientation in society, have upon fertility and contra-

ceptive behaviour,

A special contribution of this study is that it adds
Lo our knowledge of rural Indian female attitudes concerne
ing modernization, Much of the research on the relationship
between cultural values and fartility has dealt with men,
mainly because men are more accessible to researchers, espe-
cially in developing countries, and more open to new ideas,
Haceantly, howaver, demographers have pointed out that the

dearth of literature on females is a serious shortcoaing for

(1)
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an understanding of the impact of modernization on fertility,
It i3 now recognized that women with modern ideas can be very
influential in the process of social change as mothers,
participants in the labour force, and in the general social
structure, Hence this study is timely in that it augments
our knowledre of the role of rural females in the davelopment

process,

My work in Poona began in January 1975. The first nine
months waere spent in designing the study, selection of the
survey village and {n learning the Marathi language. DNDuring
the next nine aonths, I lived in Gove, the village chosen for
the research, surveying all households and eligible women
within these households, The remaining phases included data
processing at the FPhysical Ressarch Laboratory in Ahmedabad
and the writing of the thesis in Poona.

There has been no attempt to hide the name of the village
studied since it has been useful to compare our findings with
earlier Uokhale Institute surveys in which village names were
montioned. However, care has been taken to conceal the names

of survey respondents and other informants,

It gives me pleasure to acknowledize the assistance of
those persons and institutions which made this study possible,
T would first like to thank my guide, Professor Kumudini
Dandekar, for her invaluable advice, encouragesent and

Supervision throughout the entire research. ¥ithout her
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unfailing dedication and patience, this work would not have
. been possible,

I would slso like to thank Professor V. M. Dandekar,
Director of the Geokhale Institute of Politics and Zconomics,
for generously providing the facilities and access to local
resources necessary for this research, I am also very grateful
to ¥r, D. P, Apte, Registrar of the Gokhale Institute, for his
advice and encouragemsnt throughout ay doctoral work,

T wish to thank Dr, J. i. Rele of the International
Institute for Population Studies for giving me full use of
the Institute's facilities, and to him and his ataff for their
helpful suggestions and interest in amy project., In this
connection I am especially grateful to Or, Asha Bhende and
“re. Sumat{ Kulkarni, I also wish to acknowledgze the coopera-
tion of the Physical Hesearch Laboratory, Ahmedabad, in allow-
ing me to utilize its computer facilities,

It is impossible to mention here all the hospitable
people in GCove who made my stay there the most memorable phase
of my Ph,D, work, I am especially indebted to K. ¥. ladgil
and his fa=ily for providing living quarters and for accepting
me into their home almost as a family member, Secondly, I
wish to thank my close friend and aseistant, Anjeli Jadhav,
for her enthusiasm and unwavering dedication to the work, and
aleo her father "Chahir" Bhosle, for his hospitality and help
on 8o many occasions. This research could not have been done

without the understanding assistance of the village leaders,
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particularly Jijaba H, Jadhav, Haabirrav D, Jadhav, Maruti B,
- Sapkal, Kantaram B, Jadhav and Bajarang G. Jadhav, Their
unfailing cooparation in the provision of every facility will

never be forgotten,

This research was made possible by a doctoral fellowship
from the Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute for which I am very
grateful, The Shastri Institute, howaever, is in no way
respongible for the opinions and interpretations expressed

here,

I want to thank V. 0. Kale, my Marathi teacher, for
making the many long hours of instruction an enjoyable
experience, I also wish to express my gratitude to V.N, Inaadar,
my typist, for his patient and efficient work and for complet-
ing a large volume of typing in a very short time,

Finally, I am very grateful to my husband, Michael, for
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