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A o nt.ral q tlon ln od m o a o llteratu 1• 

wh t. r ta lly lann·i r a can be ex act d t() • cc d 

prior ~o th r baelo c •• ln oct ty. la atu y provt • 

a part.ial an• r to t 1 queatt.cm by an lntenatve lnveatl a-

tlon of rural I . tan ao~1ety. • ttndln a allow .ua to • 
t he rela ,i on 1 a be-twe n cult ural t ct. ra, t rtlllty and 

contrac ptlon, and .o lot t.he po&elble auco••• ot otl"'' -

t.1onal f 1ly plannt c pat a t n a a1 t.uatlon wb N not ble 

aocial ch hat not yet taken plaoa. • pre ent work 

to~u• upon w n in o~•. a vill tn tara Dlatrlot, 

• ah r sht.ra. and tnvol vea all currently rfl.ed w n 1n the 

tertlla a • roup. e in que•tl.on to be anw red ta what 

t ot. cul tu r 1 traditions, which dictate the an'• role 

and orient. t l on ln oct ty, av• upon tertlllty a d eon ra­

ceptl • behaviour. 

A p eial ont.rlbutlon of t ta etudy la t at tt a da 

to ur owl d • o r~ 1 I t n r al attitudea concern-

1 dernl• io • ueh t •• Marc on t • rela lou lp 

w n o 1 nr 1 v l u a rtll1 y ae dealt vltb · e.n, 

1nly b oa • en a • ore aocesalble to rea a.roh•r•, •• -

lall in •••lo i n countri 1 and ore open o w 1d ••· 

c tly • owev r, o r p a h ,. olnt..cl ut.. t lat t.. •• 

rt f llt r tu on te 1 a a rl oua o c ng tor 
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an un rat.an in 111 ao oderalsatlon on tertlll y. 

I ta n reco nia d t em l •• oan 

i ntluen\lal t n the roc••• or o tal oban • •• o ra, 

part1o1 an a 1 the la ur r r •• and tn ~he en ral aoctal 

at.ru•ture. enc ta atudy a t ia ly ln t at It au ente 

our nowl • of t. role of rural te _ lee ln the d•velo ent 

prooeae. 

y wortc in Poona began i n January 1975. Tbe tlr-at nlrut 

on~ba w· r spent tn deal in t1e atudy, aeleot.loa or t.he 

aurvey vlll e aD in le rntn t he arathl la ua e. Durin 

~he next nin ontha, I lived ln ova, the Yllla • choaen tor 

t. re earo , aurveyt - all houaehold.a and ell ble w •• 

wlttbln the hou .. holda. The n lnln pba .. a lnoludecl data 

procea in . at the Phyatoal are Laboratory ln A · dabad 

nd e wrt tln ot the t aala to Poona. 

ere h • b ea no att pt to hide the naae or the •tlla e 

at-udled lt haa b ft ua tul to o ;pare our f l ndln a wtt.b 

arli r hale In tl tu • a rveya t n Which Yill • na•• were 

ntlon cl . However, care baa been taken to aonoeal t he u •• 

o rv y re on nta n o r into uta. 

pl aau to aekn the aaaiatance ot 

· hoM p raona ln ltutlona vhloh d t hla atudy poaalble. 

I vo ld ttr t 11 • ay t • rotttMor dlnl 

Da lea r, tor h r l 1 bl advice , • ooura • t. a 

I"Vieto hrou out t. • en lrtt reH reb. l t o t r 



unta1lln d d oa 1 n n 

'be n poaalbl e . 

I ul alao 1 
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t 

0 t. • 

a or w ld n ~ aye 

r t eaor v. • 
Dtr ctor t t • kh le Ina~l ute ot oll lea aon toe, 

t or eneroualy rovi 1 · t ta t ll lea n acceaa o local 

aouro a c aaary ror th • reaearoh. I a alao very rat tul 

o r. D. P. A t 1 • rar ot ne . o ale Inatltu •• t or hie 

advice and encoura nt t rou out J doo~oral wor • 

w1 to ha Dr. J. • R le ot t • In ema tonal 

Inatl ute tor opulat lon tudlea tor vt tull u .. ot 

t na 1tute' a tac1ltt1 , and t o h~ a hie atatt tor b lr 

h lptul ati na and inter at ln ay p ject. Ia thll 

conn c ion a eapeclal y r at etul o Dr. Alba en4e and 

~ r • t ulkarn1. I al ao w • o ao 

tlon of the hyatoal ~ 1 arch bo a ory, 

ln to utillae i t c puter t ot l ltlea. 

It ta 1 alble o ntlon bere all 

o d t • ooop ra­

b • ba , ill allow-

• boapltable 

peo l e in ove who ad• y at y t h ,._ tbe at orabl• pha M 

ot 7 . n. work . I • olally i ndebted ~o • • ad 11 

nd hla fa l l y tor OY1d1 11Yl quart ra and r or aooeptl 

into th i r o•~ e a t 1ly e b r. oondly, I 

wt to t nk "f olo t z-1 nd • • lat.ant, Aftjell Jad •• 

for h r n u la 

aleo r t h r ~ 

rut way riA l oat lon o t he t1 r k, nd 

eo 'I o o elone. 

Wlt OU t.h d ra an 1n 

o 1 , ror la ho•pl t all y d b lp 

la re rob oould not. ve b n one 

• ia~noe or • 111 • l a re, 
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particularly J ljaba • a ••• bt rav • .J a av 1 arutt • 
pkal, nta~ • Ja haY • d ar • J ••· Tbetr 

nt llln coo r tton in the pro.taton of ••~ taciltty wlll 

never b tor· o\ten. 

Tbia reaearcb waa • poaalble by a oo~oral tellowlbip 

tr t he aatrl Indo-Canadian tnat.it.u • tor whtoh I v•f7 

ratetul. • ann Inatttute, howner, ta tn n• way 

reeponatbl to'l' t • op1alena aad ta,erpretatlona __,,.. .... 

h re. 

I waot to thank V. • -ale, y aratbl teaeber, tor 

aki t • 1 lOft& oura et tna•ruc l a an enjoyable 

experience. I alao wtah to expnaa 1 rat..ltude t ·O • • In ar, 

., \Jplat, for bla patle ' ·ad ettt.. 1• ' won and tor 0 ple\-

lD a lar • .ol • ot typlq 1 a • ry ebon ~t.a.. 

Finally, I •• ••1!"'1 'l'a\etul to •Y buaband, tohael, tor 

hla b lp nd encour "' a\ •••rr nap ot 111 \beats W()R. 

khale Inatltute ot 
Pol1t1ca nd conoatoa, 
Poona 11004.. 

January 197 
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