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f!lEFACE 

For tbe preparation of this Thes is, I have relied 

mainly on 'be extensive and intensive investiga tion con

ducted by·ae for the purpose. Preliminary work involved 

in collectin& data was started in June 1960 but intenBive 

field ".-ork .for the !~pecific purpo,;e of the t hesis covers 

a period ot three years froa 1961 to 1961. 

In the course ot my field. investigation 1 visited 

quite a large number or villacee in different parte of 

the district, for the study ot the Co-operative. OV ent 

in t he rural area a. I visited a large number of different 

t ypea of co-operative inatituticne, especially Agricultural 

Co-operatives like Serrtce Co-operatives, tarketing 

Societies, Co-operative Su«ar Factoriee, Irrigation 

Societies and Co-operat1Ye Farming Soci ties, to study the 

pro re~• and performanoe of Co-operatives under different 

conditione in th difltrlct. I held discussions with the 

Cha irme and Secretarlee of Societies. I visited and 

collected first hand information from the registers and 

docutents of t he aocietiea. I had di ~CU EAions with a 

lar 

al o 

i n t e 

number of leading co-operatore in the di ~ trict a~ 

1th th e officials of the co-operative department 

i trict. 

(ii ) 



(iii) 

In t e course of 11y field work in th eel cted v1ll 

I l~terTiewed quite a lar1e number of membertt of ditf rent 

types ot eocletiea, especially member or Service Co

operatiTee. I had diacuaaione with Sarpanchas, and other 

prominent members of Village Panehayat and oth r le d r 

of the Yilla ••· 

itb a Yiew to 1e~ first-hand information of the 

working and problems of different typea of aocietiea 

operating at different leTele I attended Conference• like 

Field orkera' Conference• Camps of Co-operator , meeting 

of the Managinc Committees and Annual and Spedial Gen .ral 

Body . eetinge of Co-operatiYe ~n t.itut,ione aa an ob erver 

nd collected Yaluable .. terial for the the ia· 

I h ve made full uae or available literature and ot.her 

material on the aubjeet. But by and large, I have relied 

mainly on the data collee\ed in the oourse ot f ield in

veetication, planned and conducted by me personally under 

the uidance of Dr· D. R. Gadgil, my guide. 

I ahould reprd my the i aa ori&inal it 11! based 

on fir t.- nd information collected pecially for t he pu.r po e 

ot the atudy. To my knowled e, t ie att t at tudy1n 

t he vorki nd perfo nc of t he co-operativ mov -ent 

with a view to e a it 1 act on t he economic 117 
of t h peopl i t • fir t ot it kind to e under~aken 

\ 



(iT) 

by an individual. This ie also one oft e main reaons 

why I should regard my thesi s aa original. I hope that 

t he tbeaie contributes materially to t he general adv nce

ment of r esearch in co-operation. I earnestly hope that 

t he conclu~ione I haTe drawn will be helpful in the formu

lation and execution of the policy for the future deT lop

ment of the Co-operative Movement in our country. 

I acknowledge with sincere p-atitude my indebtednesa 

to my guide, r. D. R. Gadgll, who hae all alon« been a 

ource or encouragement to •e· I am thankful to the 

Of ficial and other memb•r• or the etaff in the ottice or 
t he iet rict Deputy Rec1a\rar ot Co-operat1Ye Societiea, 

Kol a pur, and to all the co-operators in lolhapur district 

who were ood enough to extend their co-opera\ion and to 

ive me various fac111tiea in the oourae of IIJ study. I 

am also indebted to many authors from whoee works I have 

collected valuable material required tor thi work. In 

particular, I acknowl~d&e IIY indebtedneaa to t he Chairmen, 

Seeretariea, •bera of the ianag1ng Committeee and members 

ot n erous Co-operative Societ1ea I visited to collect 

dat for t hia work. y thanks are al o due to Shri • o. 
h dke for hia a1ncere co-operation in typln& the t hesie 

n tly and ccurately . 

al 
n 

.heb 
rla, 

2 t 

Kba rd kar Colleae,~ 
Di t. tna iri. 

ebruary 1967. • L . co. irodkar., 
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Ift ·DUCTJOI 

t . i • la u a\~eapt. a\ a atrudJ of ' • Co-opera•t •• 

.oya •• iD &olba.f*r 1• rln itb ap .. ial re.t•nace t.o 

1 ·· 1o1ll~ural Co-open.~ ion. The GO•O·P•Nti.,. O'f .. nt 

•• "D •••1 ed a Y1t.al role in. th•· laued eo ao o 

•• lopaent of ~be eo.a~ry. 

bae sp eial • lfieaaoe. "\lil4la . up of a eo-operative 

nnl eoonoay 1• Oft• or t.a.e ehe.rlab.M 1• ot our 

aational econoale pol1CJ. The . lanfti.D . Coat .. lo• haa 

aalsecl the ispo.naa .. aft.d etf ioacy of ti:be co-o ratlve 

•Rbod for t var1o",• UYelo,.a atal acb••• Wld•r \ • 

1•• •.r .t lana, •• ciallJ in tiel de such •• A 1eult.are, 

r t.1a • t•roceaain , eto. 

1ta . ' 
aa o t. ptat..., ln ' • la _a, ~be·re ta a neecl for a ee.n-

t.l 0\ll 

r lo a or trhe c \lDtry. 

.0:-
I av aeleetect olha r iatriet tor latanaiv• 

, u4 eo-
inlJ or t ollowla re&IO a ··-

1ratly, t. • o-o eratlve 0\' 8Dt. 

~ . lila • .na,ly 

a ~b• co-o erat.l •• . . 

r • 1 •~rle~ oYer 101 t. 1110 •t.• of ar 
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pro r••• caa be ••u41ed Yar the J• r•. eoo 41J, ln 

par8l&O-o• of \be ac••p\..t pellet or t h ••rn •t • 

Co.eperat.1Yet tl&Ye pl., a Yl\al role ln the 1 ent.a-

t.loa of Yarioua 4eveloJ*ea&al acheae la t• d1atrlct. 

1A r••·•nt J•ara. ~• tell aclvu~ • ot t.b • . el 1 

role aaai eel to t.t and t.b• f1aane1al •••1 trance 

o t.alraed t.be ••uent bal u.r-nded con alcluabl J in 
• 

d1Yer•• d.ir.nioae uca i.a pl&J1DI u 1Mnaa1n&lr 1 port-

aat. part, in t.-h eeo...,. o.C t.he dlatrl~. Thlrd.ly, al & 

&11 for a or eo-opera \ion b&Yt b•• •ned ln the 41e,r1ct; 

prac~lcallJ all oraa of . p-lcdtural Co-open~lon --

all ,,, ., of oo-operat1•• or anl•t-lont are aYallabl• tor 

'o\I.HblJ • the Croft lou .,., .. baa b"a 1a 

o erat1oa 1ft \he diatrlet for a tairlJ len ~la• eontri~ 

u~l to ra 14 cxpana1on ot a r1oul\~ral oredtt roYlded 

y oo-operat.l•••· 1M 1e rl'• or an avalua,lon of t b 

ero loaaa ayat.e 1a t.n d1,•trlet. f lf\hlJ • oa• t t.h• 

at. 1 port \ aa4 Dltlean• d•••lo - -~e:ac.a lu t.be dlat-riot 

1 n recen~ yeara 11 t.be ••~• lla •nt. and r-ra • 

ro Nee • - p rati ve ••&& f aot.on••. · hla haa de 

a ai~iye 1 ·~ · oot oaly on the rural eeonoay ut a ao 

n t • o-o rat.1Ye Y • · t in t.b rur•l MOftOIJlY· To:-

• er it. tbe ro re o oo-op rat.1•• credit anci eo-

• ra 1 • r •'1n • oo-o . erat.i•• prooe .. tn, baa raatly 

ell t. 
' 

t.or 1 

• ro reaalYe ex 

• rural •• DO y . 

aloo the c -o ratt•• 

••• •••lo t or r 



c;o f o r ····••t ' tb perton~&nee or • rlolll taral 

oo-operatioa •• aa 1nnruatat. of a 1ou1 tu:ral d•• loP-

taen\ aad 

peopl•. 

~ ixt. lJ, the 41at.r1ot Ut a certain d1 Yeral \J 

a at lt1 geo .rapb1oall7 u4l ••oa aieallJ, it, la cot 

aoU, o1·1ate, r&l"ttell, eropa, ceneral level ot eettao le 

rtelopaen~, at.e. preY&111q 1 'b d.la•rle~, off er 

Hope tor a at.dr of t.he ta.etora t-hat belp ol' 1nuer t.he 

developihll\ of tbe eo-ope.nlt1Y · ftYM•e' la U.• :!lttereo\ 

areas or t.Js• dia~rie\. 

oD ... to 41r.otlona 1a wnl•.b tunl!ler etf'orte aeed be 
~ 

e nnellfecl ar• 1nf11ea\*Cl. 

b ot jaet et t h1e atu4y ia te exaa1ne erttleallJ 

t. • orkia , pro r••• aad perf'oraaaee of tbe eo-o erat.l •• 

• at 1 \ • olhapOr Diat.r1et., ••peolallf ~• 1o4lcate 

a •• •• ~h• l.,aet of t.he ••--•• oil t .he eoonealo 

llte Qf • ple, and ln t. • 11 t ot •pl rioal clau, 

• 1 • an h • fo r a aore co reheaat •• aed rapid 

ro r • or h Y eot eo •• to £ulf11 lta objee~ 1•••· 

eoc1al o ate. T • eeuno J of th d1• r ict 1• 

ftP111Hift.a 11 t.l y a r1e\&l~ ra1 ln o.haract.er. A >ricul~ural 

t1o •• " .... t • oial 11 1t1e a-• to t • 

o y of latr i.ct. 1 aYe, thereto •• atud1-.d the 



oo-operat.l•• ••• .. at wl~ apeelel ntereae a rleul-

tnanl eo-opeNUoa. A 1oultural Co-o •n~1oa oonat.i,uted 

~ -.!a cor. or \be tiel• ta•••t1.-c1oa conducted for 

t, ..... ,.. 

• s.tucly 1• baaed • . 1n17 oa tlda eoll • y 

pereoaal field lnne'i •1ea conduot.ed for ' • pu.rpoe • 

- S.a ••• auppl ... a'ad .by ))rl Cial ~ogether aftlla~le 

•••rial anct llt.eratru·r• oa t..tt• abJ••'· Tbte 11tera~u

eit:l& ••1'1 tu4equat.e, I ha'la n11ecl Mlal.J on t1ret.-haad 

lft.fo1'11&~1oa obt-alaed ttr per•nal la~.nl&atloa, whieh 

iaYol• .. ext.ena1Ye \ourlaa la the dltferee• pa~a of tbe 

1.-nn aNl 1Dt.eDa1•• •••cty ot oo-o·pera\1••• aeleoted 

or U\&llecl atwiJ. · 

'l • rpoae or lavent t.ioa .aa broadly \ttofold. 

1rat, atucly or t. • n reaa, w.orkia« and peri'~J"Uilce of 

t oo-operat.1Ye .,.,..eat. lo Hl.ee~M Ylllace•l .. oondlJ, 

• y t rtereat t.yp•• ot co-open\lve .-oc1et1ea 1D t h 

iat.. 1tt.. or t • p-.rpo .. of 1 y a"'lp,t.ona the t ollowi 

ac • were deei e4 tor ' • f ield eur.., : 

(1) r t .e Yill.a • 

( ) o • 11 a .• r1 ry redlt ~•l•ty ( -•r-

Y1c• o-o raU ••). 



' 
( )) or 1;be agl"lo\1l,1ui.•' era of ""l. • 

oo-opera\lvea 1 eel.M\M Yl1la ••· 

(4) or ' • at.r1et. C•t.ral Co-operat.iY uk. 

{J) or ~ha 1a•rlct. De••lopaea~ laak. 

(6) For to • Ce-opeJ"&t1Y• rknln eiety. 

( 1) or ~ • · o-operat.1 •• •&•r ·- aoto17. 

Tba flald work for oollee\loa et 1aforaa•lon vader 

~ e eehe4ulea •• •tartecl 1n. Joe 1961 aad oo pl ted 1Jl 

.,uaa 1964. E or the ~udy ot t,l\e ••••~ lft naral area , 

· ri.ai•ect 20 Ylllac•• l• cU.ff•not, pan~ of \he dietrln. 

Int.enal•• • 1 ot ~be ....... ~ la aelee~ed villa ae 

ooanit.u~e4 •b• .aln eon of t.ba •11•117. Caae at.u 1•• 

o t · claY lo t ot tlJa ••--• ln. eneral ln tb " 

vill _ · •• a t.ae procr••• aa4 perfo~a•• ot differ•\ 

trpae He 1 ~lea • arela tbnw a coo4 cleal of 11 . \ oa 

• · ltio t at. · el or blacler \h• ·FO'db or tha aov eat 

acl t • oiro au ••• acl.,.. . i•h panle.lar- \Jpa• or 

o-o. erat1Y a ' riva to Mka a poe1-1Ya 1 paot en tba 

.oct •acono ie Uta of t.ba people. 

o t. • eouree of •1 rt•l·'• t.o villqaa, I had <U.e-

ou 1o w t. 1 cal 1• era1 "t.wan eo-o aratora. 

_ _. • ..,er a of t • 1 ''••• t the eoei.-1••• 

--..--.... -• u • era • vlll. • paaob&J*'', 

. ... n•re ot tbe o-op•rat.lve aoole\lee. 

• 1 • 1 er o prl .. r, eocl 1••• the al•• or 
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bold1qa of aeabera ••• taken into eone1dvat1on it.h 

t he Object. of &aeeat11DI tbe 1apact ot t,he Y 8Dt Oft 

different aroupa of acr1c\ll\ur1ata, ran in t'ro lar • 

hol«era to ..all boldera. .. be a were aelected troa 

all prlooipal couunit.iea in the v1llac••· I had cl1a

cusaione with no~ ••bera aleo and tr1ea to f1nd O\lt the 

r easooe why they bact r ... 1aecl out aide the aov••nt. An 

at~itude aurve7 waa alao att pted to aeoerta1n the 

popular react1.ona to the objMtivea, working aa4 proapecta 

or the moveae11t. 

Any enqttirJ 4irenect w Malu•• \be preen•• or the 

oo-operat1Ye •veaeat IAoultl t-hNW li&h' oa t,.he 1mpaot 

of the mo•e•ent oa dil!ere~~ olaa .. e of pee le. Since 

the co-operat ive IIOYeaeat apeelally aeekf to 1mpro·Ye. the 

conditione o the 1eee advantageoualy placed aeottoaa in 

the eo unitr, it ahould n"feal bow tar the amall fa era 

a d other w aker 8eet1ona haYe beea a 1e t o l prove t heir 

eoono o condition. •itb thia end ln vlew 1 t he workin 

and parfor. nee ot ~h• dltterent typee of rural aoc1e\1ea 

was at.uclied. 

• pro reaa an pert ra&Doe of tbe Co-operative 

t in a y i oular re 1oD cu be broadly aeliesaed 

on ~ • aaia o t contributio ot th Yar1oua co-
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re on anr1 ~h• 1 proY .. , is t.h t 1al well-b 1 of 

·the couwait.y. 1le no det1nl~e or1~er1a can be laid 

dowa t o eYaluate the p,.sr••• of tbe eove ent, t h re are 

~~ · e o j eet1Ye 1 icat.ora vh1ch lead to a road. jud . ent 

and elp to 1n: 1cate ad. •••• the tt\lcceae ot the ao••

aent. la 1acruain ~e ate·rlal well• et.q or t he eOMU-

Suo l ndicat.ore au · e addltlona t.o lneoMe and 

capital as eta or aesbera, agteul t.ural lapnY eat a 

aa reflected i n "'~•r Jlelcl and b1.per produo,lon an4 

ex ••• d 1n e~t.er aaltivatloll '"ae·tle••• clM11ne in 

t. role ot eoaeyleuen bJ lnereaat.ng proYie1on or eo-

atren t.h and et ar ct er of their •• b rebtp, ~be sagn!tude 

t. lr ruanelal op ratione, th Yalue of geode •rteted 

t rou th • t .elr flD.U.clal a~ren th a• rerleot d ln 

•d unda, tbe1r depoe1~•, ncoYery or loana, 

outat. 1n a, etc. an o~er ractora that .el to •• ••• 

t, · • orkin a .ociet1ea. 

wor 1 o d fera t.ypea of co- perat1Ya societies waa 

• ll 1 • att t 1a ale~ de ~o 1n~loate and •• ·eaa 

t 1 p ot of th Y · ot on ecoae c deYelop:aan' or t • 

re 1o 

1 ich 

ee 

t 

o io welfare o ne peo le. . b direction a 

r t ons n be chan .tt~ 4 are 1r~t 1eate4. 


