


LIFE AND LABOUR OF EMPLOYED WOMEN IN POONA 

Thesia submitted for the degree of Doctor 

of PhilosCl)phy in Economics i n t he Faculty 

of Mental, Meral, and Socia l Sciences , 

University of Poona 

by 

smt. V.A.Dabholkar 

1960 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The socio-Economic surv y of the Employed Wom n in 

p00na was undertaken with a view to stucying at first hand 

the conditions of employed women's life and labour. The 

idea of carrying out a survey of this type was suggested by 

the present writer's study of a number of bulletins published 

by the Women's Bureau of the United states Department of 

Labour. The responsibility for conducting the Survey, 

tabulating the data and writing the report being undivided, 

the results of the work bad to wait for a longer period 

than originally anticipated. While conducting the present 

i~quiry through various stage a, a sincere at tempt was made 

to see that the technique was scientific, the approach 

comprehensive and detailed and the conclusions meaningful 

in terms of the wider socio-economic problems. Special 

care was al.so t a ken to make the present report as realiatic 

as possible and free fraD any emotional and idealistic bias, 

and unnecessary verbiage • 

. The Survey was planned and carried out under the 

guidance of Prof. N. V .Sovani, Joint Director of the Gokhale 

Institute of Poll tics and Economies. I cannot adequately 

express the deep debt that I owe to him for his encouragement 

and guidance. I was not able to write all the chapters of 

this report b fore prof. Sovani left r the United States 

in August 1959. I was ,therefore, asked to complete the 



11 

rema1ni g pert of my ltork under th guidanc of Dr. • .Joabi 

of the Fer on College. It waa not only a great privilege 

. t-o werk under hi bl.e guidance but alao a matt r of grea't 

pl aaure. I lao tender 11lY grateful thanka to Prof. P. • 

tbur of the Gokhal.e Institute for hia valuable guidance, 

apecial~ in conn ction with the statistical tr tment of the 

data. The authoritiea of the Servanta of India ociety and 

of the Gokhale Inrti tute of Poll tic a and Economic a have 

obliged m• by allowing uae of their w ll- quipped library. 

acknowl dgem nte for help in · conn ction with the 

conduct· o~ the inve 1gat1on are too numerous to be mentioned 

in any gre t detail at tbie place. I received rea~ co-opera­

tion · nd as iatenee from p:rollinent peraona in a number o~ 

rof aaiona, industriea and 1natitut.iona employing women, 

nd lao from number of economic and community organiaationa 

ot omen employ ea. I bave lao to thank the authoritiea ot 

tb Poona unicipal Corpor tion and of the two Cantonment Bo r 

tor their 1nvaluabl:e help which enabled me to fom contacts 

t h a lar number of white-collar and blue-collar women 

working und r t hem. Tbe employing autbori tie a in various 

o h r ublic and pri te 1nat1tuti.ona were alao ext.remezy 

h lpful in providin the requiait.e Cla~• whieh made it poaaible 

o launch urvey of tb1a t.ype. 

B f'ore eonclu ng this elmo 1 gement t I muat unreser-

v dl.y xpr e p itud to all the women employeea 



111 

Wboa I 1nt.•rviewe4. it.-hou h r co-operat.ioa, ou 

aot. bave b n po ai.'ble 1.0 c: . plet.e t.he iel4 woz:-k t. • 

· pr aent Ul'ftJ' i the fair]f' ort. ri o aix 

aoatba. The lenatb~ irl'\•rv1•• wbi ch wen UDavoi le ln 

a at.udy of hia ldn4 IIWI~ have 'been an i11p0ait.ion on '\heae 

woa&n who nre lread7 ovea-burdened. ri'th work. A a a rule , 

at. t.be iat of th . nt.emew, the .. wome·a, eapeaiall¥ t 

..rrle<l nea a ong t.b•, 110rk •• the;y tal.U4, aaeD41q 

elet.llea, par1n · pot.atoea, thing obildnn and p~t.t.iq tbea 

to bt4 or at.un4ing t.o any one ef t~ nualaeJ'leaa ut.iea 
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urrta1Uq ld.n4neae aDd 'boap~'tallt.y 'tr both the white-collar 

aD4 the blue.-eolla.r weatn worker•· 
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