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PREFACE -------
This thesis is the ~ork of a Research that I under­

took ~hUe I ~as a Ford Foundation Reaearch Fello~ at Gokhale 

Institute of Politics and Economics, Poona. Moat of the 

~riting and a bulk of the statistical work were accomplished 

there. However, it ~aa still unfinished when I joined the 

Staff of National Defence Academy, Kharakvaala, and the rest 

of the work ~as completed durine my stay at ltharakvaela. 

The main objective of the thesis baa been to consoli­

date the scattered data for the population of Rajasthan by 

studying the clifferent censuses and to analyse them fully with 

a view to dra~ing useful conclusions by tracing the trend in 

respect to growth, birth, death, marriage, fertility and 

mortality of the population. 

Attempts have &leo been made to construct Life Tables 

exclusively for Rajasthan for two decades froa 19'1 to 1951, 

and to make an estimate of the future population. The scope 

of the study has been further enlarged by studying the trends 

of population growth in the four natural regions of Rajasthan, 

and the effects ~! natural factors on the population. 

It may be noted that none of the surveys conducted 

in India and none of the censuses present a detailed analysis 

of the regional trends for·a particular section of India's 

population. An attempt baa, therefore, been made throughout 

this thesis to view the State and its regions against the 

background of population developments and economic conditions 
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elsewhere, and to find out in what ways the State is unique 

and in what respects 1t has common patterns with other parte 

of India. 

In the past the Census Superintendents were content 

with presenting the population data collected at each decenn­

ial census. Although general conclusions at the country 

level were made, no detailed analysis was made at the State 

level. EUt for regional plancing it is very essential to 

know the peculiar population trends of the region in detaU. 

if we want to raise the standard of living and to allniate 

pain, prolong life and postpone death, we nst know the men 

for whom the plans are drawn. Our knowledge of even the 

basic population and other vital. data for Rajasthan in the 

past vas neither completely correct nor comprehensive. The 

etatiaUcs are also devoid of regularity and uni:tomity. With 

the merger of·twenty-one states of Rajputana and the emergen­

ce of greater Rajasthan, the need has been increasingly felt 

to draw plana for the economic development of this part of 

the country which ia stUl backward in several respects. 

· iie have, therefore, fully analysed the data from 

the census volumes, despite great limitations. The statie­

tical techniques used in America and European countries, 

bave been used in these analyses as far as possible. Nev 

methods have been evolved, wherever necessary, in order to 

suit the data available. Advantage has been taken of the 

published· works of several authors whiCh have been acknowled­

ged at their proper places. We were confronted with some 
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difriculties and bottlenecks also which have been mentioned 

at their appropriate places. 

India'a population is increasing by more than two 

percent every year, and this is one of our greateat problema. 

A great majority of our population is denied even the bare 

requisites of life, and the fabulous growth of population 1a 

further lowering the standard of living. Inspite of great 

efforts in the Plana and the advances in modern science and 

technology, our food problem 1a stUl a !lightmare. It is 

obvi01.1a, therefore, that a resti'lctive population plicy baaed 

on family planning ia envisaged. 

It is hoped that this independent study mar do some-
.. 

thing to fill the gap in the basi& of planning for Rajasthan, 

and to stimulate a better understandiag and discussion of 

the moat basic of the numerous population problems of Rajasthan. 

I most eincerely express mr debt of gratitude to 

Prof. N.V. sovani for his kind and sympathetic guidance and 

for going through the whole of the d.\eaertation. ~he discuaa­

iona I had with him and the comments offered by him have been 

of immense help to me 1n writing this thesis. 

I am also grateful to Prof. P.N. Mathur, Professor 

of StatiaUcs; Gokhale Institute for hie valuable auggestiona, 

specially in connection with the statistical treatment of the 

data. Prof. Mathur was &lao kind enough to read through the 

entire draft of the thesis and to guide me. 

My grateful thanks are also due to Shr1m&t1 Kumudini 

Dandekar, Professor of Demography, Gokhale Institute for 



k1Ddl7 reading the theaia very thoroughl7 and criticall7. 

Without her invaluable auggeetiona, this work would not 

have taken the present ~orm. 

I had the benefit of diacusaioaa on spec~io 

problema with Prof.D.R. Gac!g11 and I ai.ncerel7 thank him 

for this. I must also record •1 deep aenae of appreci­

ation for the authorities and staff of the Gokhal.e Insti­

tute for their kind co-operation and encouragement through­

out 1117 stay in Pooaa. 

Gokhale Institute o~ 
Politics a: Econ0111ica, 
POONA ( India ) • 

December ''• 1959. 

· ( Sobhag Narain Mathur ) 
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THAN AND ALL IXDIA. 

61. APPEWDIX II TO CHAPrER IX 

DR. KOZAKEIWICZS OSCULATORY IWTERPOLA- (x11) 

TIOlf FORMULAE • 

as. X.1 ESTIMATED PORJLA'UOl'l OF RAJASTHAN FOR 215 
THE IECAD.:S 1961-2001 BY J'ItTirG A 
LINEAR CURVE • 

89. X.2 ESTIMATED POPULATION OF RAJASTHAN IN 216 
THE YEARS 1961-2001, BI FITTil\0 A 
POLYNOMIAL OF THE SECOND lEGREE. 

go. x., ESTIMATED POPULATION OF RAJASTHAN FO! 219 

THE YEARS 1961•2001 l3t FITTING A LOGI-
SfiC CURVE. 

91. X.4 ESTIMATED POPULAriON 01 RAJASTHAN 220 
· lOR 1961 to 2001 Br THIL"'E PROJBCUONS. 


