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INTRODUCTION

The regrettable tendency in bourgeois social secience
to make “pure eeonomic analysis”™ has hindered comprehensive
understanding of today's interrelated and many feceted
socio-ecornomic issues facing developed and underdeveloped
countries. This thesis is an attempt o study econowic
relations and dewvelojments of Iranian society with their
inter-connegtion with political, sociological, philosopnical,
and other related dimensions. The Xarxist epistomology
end the well-known method of “"economic interpretation of
history and historieal interpretation of the economy" would
be given due consideration throughout the dissertation.

The course of politico-economic decisions and ideas would
be treated as the results and consequences of tne socio-

economic processes, and not the reverse keeping in view
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its dinlectical content.

The term "Political Egonomy of 011" has been chosen
for the title of the thesis due to two interrelasted reasons.
First of 211, the study desls with production relastions
in the course of their development. Secondly, 0il as the
most vital commodity and as a tool of imperislist domina-
tion hes nad » grest shere in shaping the complex contea~
porary history of Irsn. The study therefore, is a modest
attempt to identify the impact of o1l in Irsn's political
and economic developments. 1In this comnection the main
focus would be made on identification and exposure of tae
systexz and its {nherent contradictions.

In the fire: chaptar of the thesis the emphasis
would be to introduce the political econsmy of oil from
e historicsal perspective. 7This provides necessary material
for the second chepter which desls with the wain forces
sffecting o0il, social system and the country's econoaic
developments. In this chapter sn attempt would be made to
show how the structure of the system iteelf is the cause
of economic snd the socio-economic crises. In the third
chapter the economie, politicsl, and socisl consequences
of phenomenal o1l price nike #f 1973 and subsequent years
has been deslt with. The 01l boom and oupor-boé- resulted
from the sugsentetion of oil revenues intensified tue
inherent contradictions of Iren's perijheral economy. I[he

gap between rich and poor widened dus to tne country's



institutional strueture. The 0il revenues were mainly
spent for "etomisstion of the society", militarization
of the country, end burseucratizstion of the state. Iran
completed its role as a regional sub-imperislist power and
a tool of U.i. domination in the Gulf. [ue nuaber of
multinstionsls drastically incressed snd the perigheral
relations with imperialism heightened. In the next chspter
fe8. cheptear four, it would be shown how the sbove contra-
diction turned antagonistic and resulted in the collapse
of the Shsh and emergence of Islamic hepublic of Iran. In
chapter five the contradictions of the so-called "Econoay
of "ivine Hammony” would be snalysed. In chapter six an
exhsustive examination of the socio-economic profile of
today's Iren es the legacy of pre-fhomeini days would be
sttempted. In chapter seven the socio-economic background
that led to the hostage crisis and the economic consequences
of thisz will be thoroughly denlt with. In the last cuspter
the impsct of 0il in the outbreak of Iran-Iraq war and
the analysis of the ugly face of this conflict would be
attempted. |

As could be seen from the successive shajpters the
clash of poliedes, pessions, and interests ass been
fpproached not as the csuse but as the consecuence of social
conditions and the position of different classes in the
society. In this connection, for instance, the collajse

of the monarchy in Yebruary 1979 has been regarded not dus



to this or that politicel mistgkes committed by the Lnash
and the United States (although the significsnce of these
could not be denied), but meinly becasuse of the erosion
of the decaying peripheral systea symlised by hiam.
similerly, the economic erisis, abject poverty, and inhuman
strocities of the present glerical regime have been traced
back to the neture of the present socisl systez and the
socis]l existence of the dominsnt ruling elites.

some of ay colleaguss have eriticised the partisen
character of this thesis as well as its "hyper-criticism”
against the present Irsnisn theocratic regime. TIhis is
to some extent true. But it does not, in amy opinion,
violate the objectivity of the thesis. It should be noted,
first of all, thst socisl science is not value free. As
soon ss 8 student of society discovers an objective law,
he inevitably entesrs into a conclusion and taen has Lo
take ¢ stand: in example from the suthor's political carser
may not be without context here: tihe careful analysis of
the scecial order during tue Shah made him to teke ¢ stand
sgainst the regime snd lenguish in jails for years. uhen
the new regime emerged, in spite of being a Asrxist and
fundsuentelly opjosed to theocracy, the author joined many
Irsnians to support it wholeheartedly. But tue course of
events itself ;roved the anti-popular nature of the clerical
regizme. Now what esn one do with the crises, atrocities,

end irrstionslities which nave bdecome objective coaoogumu



of the system embodied in the theocratic regime? For a
Yarxist these ars all transient diversions from tne
historiecal process which is objective snd progressive.
These could be accepted as a step backward in tiue march of
history. Therefore there remains no choice but to under-
stand, expose, and fight against Uie root causes of sll
these historical perversions.

The author is quite aware of the empheasis given by
him on such issues as )r. Bani Sadr's theory and practice,
tae class nature of the regime, tne role of basaar, etc.
Inegs issues may look insignificant to the non-Irsnian
readers. But these are matters of politicsl debates and
controversy in Iran. The available literature on the sub-
Ject is mostly propeganda made by various politicsl groupa.
Therefore, t.ho scientific study of the sudbject whicu could
give a projper objective view of the situation, could oaly
remove the mist of the confusion crested in the minds of
the readers by conflicting propagands msterisls.



