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PREZFACEL

By the bpegulations governing the thesis for the degree
of Doctor of *hilosophy, & candidate is required to state (1) in
what respects his investigutions appear to him to tend to the
advancenent of knowledge; (2) the portion of the work he claims
as original and (3) whether the research wes conducted independeuntly
or under agvice or in cé-operation with others. Hence tuis pre-
fratofy note.

The present thesis consists of a leprint from the Journel
of the University of lladras and a type-writton Annexure. In the
former the different problems of the handloom industry ocre dealt with.
The history =nd the present magnitude ani the importance ol the
indus try, its Pechnical, financial asnd organisational structure, its
merits snd defects, the assistance it receives from the Etatq are 3
discussed. The thesis of the writer being that the handloom industry
will remain for a long time to come a commercisl machine in ndia,
that it can solve the Iniian Zconomic Problem more satisfactorily
than the powerloom, and that it can capture much of the ground that
it has lost provided the industry is properly organised, the writer
discusses to what extent, et what cost and under what circumstances
the handloom can increase its production and strengthen itself
against powerloom compet ition.

The Annexure purports to bring the statisticsl data uptodate.
dince the first publication of the leprint, events have moved rapidly
and new data are now available as a result of a number of enquiries
that were made; and in the light of them certain chaptera are revised

and certain additional notes are now put in.



lote I of the innexure on "The growth, nature wnud extant
of the powerloom compotition" is intended to cupplement Chapter IIX
of the leprint. lote IV, supplementing chapters X and XIII,
desoribes the recent progress of the Cooperatlive orgunisutions forx
the weavers and the forms of state assistaice given to the industry
in the diffeorcnt provinces in Indim; and in the light of assistiuce
given by the Central and 2rovincial Covernnents to other industries
and of the vtato policy towards Landicrafts in .crolgn counbiriocu
the note further discusses on whet lines the State shonldl foster
the handloom industry.

The more important object of the amnexure is to atrenpgtlon
some of the arguments in the Reprint. Mrstly, moro attontion is
paid to the competitive efficianéy of the handloome. & snall note
now expleins the-significance of idatiesanto A rnd B anpended to,
Chapter XVII (pages 210-~14)e The comparative position of the hand-
loom and the powerloom in regard to the manufacturing cost is
inveatigated more fully in liote II of the Ammoxure and the extont
of the edvantage tho powerloom has over bthe handloom I1s indicated.
It expleins how the coat 1s reduced on the powerloom « It furtier
discusses the significance of the term "efficiency" and points out
the criterion for its measurement. Chapters XVI to XIX can be nore
intelligible if read after lote II. lNote III of the Annexure on
the Zoonomic Condition of the handloom worker rmst bo reel in centi-
nustion of Chapter XV. It descrives tlie cconomic end socizl
condition of the wemwer with roferoence $o s8ize ~nd composition of
his family, his income from weaving and other sourcea, his -
iﬁdebtedness, the problem regarding drink, housing; abaentoeisnm,

labour turn~-over otce. The standard of 1lifo of the weeaver is chuiied



and the factors governing the fluctuations in tho prosperity of the
weaver are noted. The note attempts to compare the standard of
life of the weaver on the basis of income and on the basis of
standard of consumption indicated by family budgets with the
standard of 1ife of the mill operative, of the agriculturlst, and
of the ordinary labourers The data are not sufiicient ; yet it
seems that the hand-weaver does not suffer very much by comparison.
He is bettqr off than the agriculturist and the general labourer;
and though as compared to the mill operatives of Bombay and Ahmedabad
the handloom worker occupies & slightly inferior position, he 1s
no worse then mill operatives in upcountry miils.

lote V of the ~nnexure discusses the claims of the handloom
indus try to substantive protection. ind what is very uriefly given
as the "Problem" on pp. 235-237 of the telllet, is discussed ot
length in Note VI. It prasenusa%he poin vied.hﬂm the study of
the handloOm indus try suggests. It stateo- the Indian Industrial
policy and shows that the handloom can reslise those objectives muech
better than the powerloom.

This is the general plan of the worke. Iiow to come back
to the requirements of the University Regulations mentioned at the
outset. (i) The:writer owes much to oir Alfred Chatterton and his
ideas which formed the basis of the activities of the .ladras
Department of Industries. Besides exploring the economics of the
handloom industry a3 & whole and working out the details of the
plen of its reconsturetion to meet powerioum competition, bthe writer
claims for the handloom that in tho present circumstances the hand-

loom can solve the [ndian iconomic pwoblem more satisfactorily wand



therefore it deserves state assistance. IMurther the conception

of economic efficiency, what constitutes its satisfezctory measurencnt
the grounds on which state protection can be legitimately claimed

for the handloom - these, though not entirely originasl, bring a

very important modification to our economic beliefs and values’to

our policies and practices.

(1i) The writer owes much to 211 those who have worked on
the problem of the handloom industry. IHe has drawn liberally from
them and ha; invariably acknowledged his obligetions to them in
footnotes. Yet it will not be too mueh to c¢laim that the present
thesis embodies mostly the results of his independent investigetions
and new interpretations he places onrfacts observed by others and
the new relations he discovers from them. To0 cite & few instunces,
his note on the growth, extent and nature of powerloom competition
(lote I of Annexure) the analysis of cotton fabrics, (chapters XVIII)
his study of the comparative efficiency of the handloom and the
powerloom as measured by the manufacturing cost or costs of production
of certain fsbrics on the handloom and the powerloom respectively etc
(Note II of the Annexure) represent the mammer in which the writer
has sifted and used the available statistical date to establish new
relations ond to draw independent conclusions.

llore impor tant than this however is his field work the
results of which are fully used in tﬁe present study. A comprehensive
survey of the economic aspect of the technical structure of the.
industry (Chapters XI and XII) and its organisationel structure
(Chapters VI to IX) would have been impossible without a perse
investigation. His intensive study of the handloom industry

Salem District (Appendix 1 pages 267-276) is a case in po¥



Besides, the writer claims to have furnishei new dato particularly
in respoct of (a) the economie condition of the handl - om worlar
(Fote III) and (b) the manufacturing cost on the handloom in cerlain
centres (Note II)e rhese notes furnish data which throw a new
light on the problem of the handloom reconstructione .Oreover,
the present thedis is the firast of its kind which attempts to atudy
the economios of s handioraft industry in oll its sspocta and bo
piece together all data now found scattered and unrelated.

(11i) The present work is mainly tho result of olght
youarsd of independent inveatigcstione :However, es o research studoent
of the University of liadras, &uriné 1926~29 the writer received
‘valusble guidance from Jrs 2e¢JeThomas, Jrs PeSelokanatien ond ['r.
ZeCeRamalrishna Ayyar of the Department of Tconomics, Tniversity
of liadrass The DJepartment of Industries oi.the Covermmont of ladras,
particﬁlarly HXre Amalséd, Textile xpert, helped tho writer a grent
deal. llore importent, however, is the advice and guidance the
writer had the good fortune to rcceeive from Ore Gllbert -later and
Dre Vera instey of the ..ondon sSchool of Zeonomics and .olitical
Sclence and from Profs De3.Gadgil of the Gokhale Imstitute of
Heonomics and -oliticse They hove petiently gone through 211 the
manufleripts and have made veluabdle suggestions regerding the improve-
rent in the quality of the thesis and the useful lines of investigu-
tions. But for their construective criticism and kind guidecnce tiw
present work would not heve been possibles

However, none is more conscious than the writer of the
numerous short comings of this work. It hos essumed disguoting
proportions due partly to the lack of & plen and pertly Ho the
necessity to moke each chapter complete by itself so thoet it counld

appear in the lladras University Journale Thia a 30 exploins the
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frequent repitition of thoughts which in a book could have been
avoided. Further it lacks unity and continuity as the writer, by
force of circumstances, was compelled to study the different
aspects of the industry, not in one and the same area but at
different centres in the Madras Presidency and in the Bombay -
Deccan®*. Certain discrepancies in details on account of the
divarsity of the conditions under which the industry is organised
in the different areas must have crept in, but the central problem
remains unaffected, While care is taken to be intelligible even
at the risk of repetition, while many points have been elaborated and
strengthened with arguments and factual data, it is possible that
the readers of this book mey think that there are 53till many more
which could have been usefully elaborated. To bthe writer perhaps
they have appeemed obvious but he will be grateful if he is told
where there is nsed for more elaboration and iantelligibility.
Farther the writer had sdme difficulties in the choice of a title
for the present work. In the Reprint it is "The Handloom industry
in the la#ras Presidency". It is now changed into "The Zconomics
0f the Handloom Industry in the light of investigations carried on
in certain centres in the liadras Province, and in the Bombay =~ Deccanﬁy
dven this may suggest, it is feared, that the study comprises all
types of hand-weaving. It does not make any such claim. It refers
to the cotton handloom industry alkone. Zven wridbem in the trocts
chosen, all the centres are not covered™*, It is also regretted

* The Bombay-Deccan comprises the following districts i- Poona, ‘ihmed-
nagar, Nasik, lMalegaon, Sholapur and Satara.

** At this stage bthe writer mey be permitted to state that the more

he has investigated the problems of the handloom industry the more it
seems 0 him that the industry is not one of locsl importsnce; its
problems can be solved oniy if they are tackled on an all-India scsle).



that the writer hed not made clear the meaning of cortuin torms.
The term "ell textiles™ refef$to cotton, silk{woollenljute eto

and when the term is éé&ﬁ with reference to indus tries, it

includes handicrafté and factory industries. The term "cotton
only" refers to manufactures made purely of cotton wnd & slight
mixture of rayon, silk snd wool or gold thresd. Used with
reference to industries, the term refers to all processoes connectod
with the conversion of raw cotton into finished goods wmnd it
includes cottage and factory industries as well. (hen specific
processes are referred to, the appropriate terms such as winding,
warping>anﬁ s8izing and weaving are employeg. Butkweavingigenerally
includes preparatory rocesses and weaving proper and finishing.
The greatest defectp of which the writer is painly conscious, ic
the unsatisiactory charactor of the literary presentotion « It
8hall be his endeavour to improve it before the boolk 15 published
ﬁs the writer thought of submitting the thesis only in January'
par_f.imﬂa:c*lyi’fhe ennexure hod to be prepared within o short timo,
E:é%ﬁéf he could not get relief from his work in the Collégo, it
was not possible to put in his best. This explaina thqhn“~'“
presentation, innumerable pencil markings. He had not‘enough time

'the innexures. Therefore, to the

writer this preface is not so much an opportunity to blow iais

even to revise the .ieprint and
trumpet a3 it 1s to recognise his short-comings =snd plead for

charity of his resders and to ackinowledge his indebtedness to

ouherse
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Anpexure fio
The Zeonomivs of tlig Handloom Industxye

S0NZEELS.

e

_Hote I The growth end extent snd nature of powerloom competi tione

"Hote II A comparative study of the Manufscturing cost of certain
fabrics in the hanfiloom and the powerloom.

Note III The Zconomic Condition of the handloom weavers
Note IVe Ctate Assistance $0 the hanfloom Industry.

‘Kota Ve The History of Cotton Teriffs and the dlaime of the

f ' handldom %o protection.
f

Hote VIs The Héndloom suggests a point of view.
Appendices,



