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Govt files
2,900-page
affidavit to
back quota

‘82% of Maratha community in state
socially and financially backward’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 5

THE STATE government Monday
filed an affidavit running into
2,500 pages in support of it§

rrnment jobs and educatio;
nstitutions across the st -
the Maratha communi

The affidavit has ré
pared by the (
Gokhale Institute over the last
three months, which establishes

3

abourers, head loaders and mai
ervants, provmg .that. th

ctors. “The aff‘davxt 4

provides for first-of- its-kind data
compiled by the Gokhale Institute
of Politics and Economics, Pune,
fromeach district. It states that 82
per cent of people from the
Maratha community were found
to be socially, financially back-
ward. This alsoextends totheed-
ucational field. This data supports
the findings of previous reports
by the Bapat Commission, Rane
Committee,” said government
pleader Abhinandan Vagyani,
who appeared in the matter
along with other senior counsel
and filed the affidavit.

. “The sugarcane -cutters,
house maids and farmers were
also mostly found to be belong-
ing to this community and were

N\ s :

tand on reserving seats in gov-

he facts related to various seg-
ments of the community, includ- .
ng sugarcane cutters, migrant -

found to be socially backward,”
said Vagyani.

According to him, according
to the affidavit filed by the state,
most of the farmers who com-
mitted suicide in Maharashtra
over the past few years belonged
to this community.
ollected by the

ar’ and books by
ule have been cited in
‘government’s

P
“stand. The afﬁda\nt also has an
annexure - of the various
Backward Class Commissions
and comments by S G

work; Wthh states that the
Maratha community is socially
backward,” added Vagyani.

According to him, the
Supreme Court states that reser-
vation can exceed 50 per cent in
exceptional circumstances. “In
exceptional circumstances, it is
allowed which we have pro-
vided for. We have also cited the
example of Tamil Nadu where
there is more than 50 per cent
reservation,” he said.

Earlier; senior counselsappear-
ing for the government in differ-

ent matters, V A Thorat and Ravi

Kadam, had sought additional
time saying that they needed to
place data on record along with
the affidavit which would be col-
lated from various agencies.
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