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GRANT OF REFORILS IN BARODA.
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In his Proclamation of the 20th February 1939 Hi¥ Highness ti.c
.<haraja baheb announced his sanction to a scheme of constitutioral
c¢dvance in the State as a further step in the policy of éssociating
the people of the State with the Administration. A Proclamation
cated the 1st of February now promulgates the new constitution
vhich is exbodied in the Government of Baroda Act and the rules fraz-
ed under it. A Government order accompanies explaining important
roints connected with representation in the Dhara Sabha and the
delimitation.of constituencies.

I. A. Combosition of the Dhara Sahab.
("Legislative assembly )

The Committee appointed to make recommendations for constitu-
tional advance recommended a total strength of 55 members composed
ts follows:-

1. O0fficial members including .
. the president. 9 '

2. Nominated members. 9
3. Elected members. 37
i. territorial

rural is.
urban 9.

ii Special inicrests. 10+
Suggestions were invited from the public on these proposals and

re considered by the Government.
In passing orders the Government have introduced modificatiors

. the schemes proposed by the Committee for the reasons given in

3 following edtracts :-
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i. Representetion of minorities,

In explalnlng their policy tae Goverament state ;f

"Many memorials have been received Itom.mlnollty (o Un1u135 in
which apprehension is expressed that their interests will not be
adequately safeguarded by the’ proposals made, inasmuch as'tﬁey cahﬂot
obtain’ representation through elections in general constltuen01es and
the number: of nominated seats under the schems is not large enough to
provide adequate opportunities for public service for them. Requests
are, therefore, made for~the assignment of a proportion of the .;;}
clecti ye seats on a ba31s of separate electorates or the reservatlon .
of a number of these seats in the gencral conbtltuencles, for
cnndldates belonglng to such communltles, The Government have glVUﬂ
tiie most anxious consideration to these memorlals They d631re to -
cssure the commnities concernsd thet the protection of their legltiéf;
mete interests and the ensuring to ‘them of the fullest measure of -
social justice will continue to be,as 1* has always been,. thc sp501ﬁl
concern of His Highness' Govermment. Ag stafed in the graclous "r 
proclamation of His nghnese the iaharaja Saheb,. the fundumcntal bﬂnta
of reforms is the 1dent1ty of . 1nterests among, the dlfftrent claSDcu
of the pcople in the State and His nghness Gﬂvernment trust thct
the new constitution will be worked I~ this, splrlt by all conccrncd
they do not, therefore accept the JUOGutIOHS for seperate elector"t )
or special reservation of seats. In omafp however - torqu»qate theec
ccmmunities, His Highness' Governmcn 4 have d901ded temporarlly to
increase the number of members-of the Dhara SHabha by flve,ralslng
it total number of members of the Dhara Sabha from 55,as'prpp656d
by the committee,to 60. It is the Government 's sihcefe‘hope that tl
comstituencies will return membe rg on their mchts end that electiows
will be conducted on non-onmutiimi hines w1thout faction or party
spirit ond that the minoritics will find thear interests protectcd i
them. If the Government find th-t these hopes cre reclised, these

five temporary seats will be abolished.
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iis Urban_gnd rg:al electoréges.

‘ On this subject the Govarnment order runs :-
'-' Advcrse criticism has been directed to another portion
ot the comittec's propesals, viz., the separation of urban from ‘
:ural constituencies., This is deprecated on the ground that thorc is
Ro rcal conflict of interests between the two arcas, The Govbrnmwnt |
egroe with this view and have decided that all urban areasjéhould  “
vote along with the Mshals in which they erc situsted, and have o
attompted to secure an equitable balgnclng of urban and rural VOtth l
‘Thu position of Barcda City is exceptional and one seat has been sutjj
apart for election by a constituency in the City". | S

iii. Represg ign_ ¢ Interests.

The Government remarks are as follows :- - |

" The committee have proposed represeniut1on of interests aa 6
5upp1ement to election by territorial const1tuenc1es, The- 1ntcresta
gocomend ed by the commlttee are 1mportant 'in the life of the St tc
and the Government agroe that this s a useful pr1nc1plc and shoula |
be embodied in the canstitution, as thereby v1tal questlons of - |
goonomic reconstruction will be placed promlnently before the membuzsf
of the Dhara Sabha." o o ', ' |

As a result of those orders. the comp051t10n of the Dhara Sabhh:'

vill be as follows -

1, Official members. 1nclud1ng - 9,
the president, ' S |

2. Nominated members, s 14

3. Elected members.. -
i, territorial .. 27 includi onélfor

Barode City.
ii.special interests 10.
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The Dewan will be pr631dent ex-officio. There w111 be a Deputy
rresident who will be a non-official member appo;nted in the first
instance for a period of three years by His nghness and thereaftcr
clected by the Dhara Sabﬁa. His Highness will appoint.Pafliameﬁiary'
vecretaries from among the ponwofficial membefe.to perform euch eutigﬁ
in rclation to the work on the Dhara Sabha falling to the Dewan or
other members of the Executive Council as may be-dssigned to them.

B. Dowers. | N B |

The Dhara Sabha will have legislative authority squect'to limite=
tions specified in the Act. Measures relatlng the army,Hls nghness' |
Office and the household department,those affecting the relatlona gnd
treaties with other States or Govermnments or the authorlty and position
of His Highness and the members of. HlS famlly or affecting the provi-
ulons of the Government of Baroda Act or regulat1ng borrowing or g1V1n&

uy gurantee do not lie within the powers of the Dhara Sabha. Meaet.eu

Iect1ng the publlc debt or revenus or taxes, the rellglon and A '
1e11g10us rights and usages of His nghnese subJeets or His nghnebu'
prerogative inany matter or the privileges of the members of the
Liara $abha may not be moved except w;th the,prevlous‘sanctlon of Liu
kighness. - | R : St N

A financial statement- w1ll be laid every year before the Dhara
vzbha. bome items of public expenditure specified in e.ut;on 32 of the
act will be cherged upen the revenues of the State and will not be
subject to the vote of the Dhara Sabha. All other expenditure will be
placed before the Dhara Sabha in the form of demands for gxents for
the vote of the Dhara Scbha.

Rules regulating interpellations, resolutions regarding matters of
pudblic interest procedure for Bilis, procedure for budgets etc,g'rfc

also published.
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- " II. The executive.
The execubive authority of the State will vest ‘in the Executive

Council which will‘censist of Dewan and three other members. -+:vhon
His Highness will eppoint One of these will be selezted from emnhg
the non-official membere of the Dhara Sabha. The pos:tlon of th1e
member will in every respect be similar to that of the othes member _
wxcept that he will hold office for the life of the Dhara Sabha viz.
taree years. ALl members of the Council will be responsible to His

¥

Ei_hness,

Y

III. The dilcatugg

The conetltutlon, status and powers and Jurlsdlctlc of the T
High Court are settled by the Act which prescribes the quallfxcat10n~ 
1equ1red for Judges. The Huzur Nyaya Sabha is also’ placed on a-
Ltatutory besis and its conetltutlon Qnd functlons ‘are defined. .

In concludlng his proclamatlon His nghneee etqtes as follows :;\

" The new constitution emphuSISGS ‘the fundamental identity of |
interests between ife and My people and among the different classes
of people in the State, I ex rnestly hope that the greatly increased
ogportunities for service whlch the new constitution cenfers m111\
be utilised with the same sense of responsibility as in the past |
-nd in a eplrlt of mutual understanding and good will and that the
Low conci*uutlon will help to advance the material and moral progreus

¢f my people."



