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No.127. tith ccft~?nts of thd 
lefor~ Officer. Huzur Central Off!Qe,. 

Baroda, flst,F~I:~~l~~· 

", ; 
J • t 

~RANT OF REFOFliD IN BARODA:. { k .,.c: , . .,. .:-;~ .. L 

Press-Note. 

In his Proclarr.ation of the 20th February 193.~1~;:-s tLe 

~:<lharaja baheb announced his sanction to a scheme of constitutior.al 

rJvance in the ~tate as a further step in the policy of associatir~ 

tl1e people of the State with the .Administrat1on. A Proclamation 

~ated the 1st of February now promulgates the ne~ constitution 

dlich is eniliodied in the Government of Baroda Act and the rules fram­

ed ~~der it. A Government order accompanies explain~ important 

points connected with representation in the Dhara ~ab~ and the 

rielimitaticn.of constituencies. 

I. A. Composition of the Dhara Sahab. 
( Legislative assembly ) 

The Commdttee appointed to make recommendations for constitu­

tional aavance recommended a total strength of 55 members composed 

c.s folloV>s:-

1. 

2~ 

3. 

Official members including 
the president. 

!~aminated members. 

Elected members. 

i. territorial 
rural 
urban 

15. 
9. 

ii Special i'!~Cr"'sts. 10• 

9 

9 

37 

• 

Suggestions were invited from the public on these proposals and 

re considered by the Government. 

In passing orders the Goverrunent have introduced modificatio::s 

. the schemes proposed by the Cormri t tee for the reasons given in 

) following e±tracts :-
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i. Repre;:;_sm:t,e.tion of minorities­

In ·explaining their poiiey tile Gove:r:..-mJ.ent state ::-

"Many memorials have been received from minority r.~::1:·;mnities in 

which apprehension is express.ed that t.lieir interests will riot be 

adequately safeguarded' by the" proposals made, inasmuch as thell canriot 

obtain· representation thri:HJffl elections in· general constituehcies ar.d 

the number of nominated seats under the scheme is not larg~· .enough to 

11rovide adequate opportuni.ties for public service for them~ Request~ 

:1re, .theEefore, rmde for· the assignment of a proport_ion of. the .. · · · ' 

elective seats on a basis of separate electorates or .the r13servation 
. . '• 

~!a number of th~se seats in the general con~tituencies, f?r. 

~~~idates belonging to such communities .•. The Government have &iVoH .· 

tile most anxious consideration to these mem-orials. They desire to 

r.ssure the comnunities concerned the.t the protection of their l~giti.:..·~ .. 

n~.te interests and the ensuring to them of the ft4~est measure, of 
... ,. 

50Cial. justice will continue to be~::~.s it has always been,. the:.spc.cif'.l . .. 
concern of His Highness I GovcrnrJ.Icnt 0 As stated hi the gracious ~-. . . . . . . 

proclei.rmtion of His Hig)illess tho Maharaja Saheb ~- .. tho, fundamental b~1:. ~ ~ . : . ,. . ' . 
' ·' ' 

of reforms is the identity of :interests among th~ different clas.ilH. 
, ..... '' • :J. ; • 

of the people in the State and His Highnese f ·~rr6rnrl!-ent' trust, t.h£~t 
. .· ·. . 

the ne.w constitution will be workc~ : ... this. spi'.:rit by all concE~rnc.d~ .. 
'l'hcy do not~ therefore accept the suggestiona for separate el~ctorb.t ·:.:::.? 

or special reservation of seats. In orde~ 9 .however :.l:.o: ;-;c,~i3UJ:;c· these 
. . • • •. r • •, 

ccmmunities, His Highness' Gove;rnmont have decided}empora.r.iiy. to 

increase the numbt~z: of members· of the Dhara 5abha by fi v·e ,raising · · 

ti:v total number of mcmb.ers tf the Dimra Sabha from 551 •..l..i ·proposed 

by the committee,to 60. It is tho Gove:rr.~m12nt's sincere hope that thv 

c nJ..Stituenoies will rot urn memhsrs on their nwrits and tho. to electio1.:::; 

r;,ill be conducted on non-OIJfn.:;.,•;;; .... !~·. J.jnes without faction or party. 

~J.)irit and that the minorities will find thA··.~r interests protectd iu 

them. If the Government find th-:t these hopes c.re rec.lised, these 

five temporary ae?;ts will be abolished. 
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ii, Urban gnd rural electorates • 

.. Qri this subJect· the Government ordtir runs :-

. •.,~~averse drit~cistn has bt;,en dirticted to another pcix:tion 

or~~~ committee•s proposalst viz., the_ separri\ian·of urban from 

~urni constituencies. This is depr:.ecated on the ground. thiit .tht.Jrc. h~ 
~o real conflict of interests between the two areas. Tho Gov~rnm~nt 

Zl&"Ce with this view und have decided that all urban ~reo.s should 

wote along with .the Mahala in which they are sit~ted, an~ have 
. -

o.ttcmptcd to s()cure.an equitable baluncing of urban and~rural votob.: 
' ,hu position of Baroda City is exceptional and one 5 eat. has been .l:!i:it ·' 

: . . ' ' ~ 

a~rt for electio~ by a constituency in the City"~ 

iii. BQpresentatiop Of Interests • . . 
The Govbrnment remarks are as follows :- · 

. . 
II The· committee have proposed representation of interests as r. •. 

. - " . : ' .. 
iUpplement to election by territorial ·constituencies. The intc.rtla~b 

0 • I ' ~ ' 

.~onmended ·by the conmitteo c:>.re im~ort:mt. ·in the. life of the s~~to ... 
.... _. . ' '. - . ' 

~d the Government agree that ~his is.· a useful prinqip~o and should 
t • I '··' ' 

be embodied in the constitution, as thereby· vftp.~, qu~stions of . 
' ' . . . ·•. ·... . . "' . . . 

eoonomic reconstruction will b~ placed prominent'~y bef_ore the ~emb~i';J. 

ot the Dhara Sabha." ' . . . 
Aid a result of thoae orders,· the ~omposit~on ·,_of t.h~,:phara··Sabha·. 

will be a~ follows ~._ . ,, . ·: _:·, ·, 

1: Official members including· 
the pre~ident. . . 

2. Nominated members. 

3. Elected members. 

. ' 

14 

37 

i. territorial ... ~7 incl':lding one i'or 
. .Baroda C1ty.) 

ii.special interests 10. . 
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The Dewan will be president ex-officio. There will be a Deputy 

rresident who will be a non-official memb.er appo~~t~d in the firut 

instance for a period o{ three years by His Highness and· thereafta 

dected by the Dhara Sabha. His Highness wil~t appoint. Parliament~::rY · 
. . . 

uecretaries from among the ~on-official members to perform such dutioJ 

in relation to the work· on th~ Dhara Sabha falling to _the D·ewan · OI' 

othur membtrs of the Executive Council as may be ·absigned to them •. 
• '-+... ' 

B. Eowers. 

The Dhara Sabha will have legislative authority subject to limit.:. ... 

tions specified in the Act. Meas~es relating the army ,His H.ishness' 

Office and the household'department,those affecting thE! relations and 

traaties with other States or Governments o.r. the authority and position 

of His Highness and the members of. His family· or affecting the provi­

t.ions of the Government of B·aroda Act'. o·~ regulating· borrowing or gi vir:g . . 

r:..l;y gurantee d.o not lie within the powers of the Dhara Sabha. ivieL~t..'t.:. ~,~ 
. - . ·• I ~ ·~ ... 1 • , , ~.' .; .~ , 

t.ffucting the publi_c debt or revenue or taxes,~ .the .r~ligion and 
. . . .. . 

1 digious rights and 'usages of His Highness' . subjects or His Highnes~~ · 
' ·. 

,t.rurogati ve in 'any matter or the privileges ~{the memb~rs of the· 

Lil:lra Sabha. may not be' moved eXC6pt w.ith the. pre~iouS san~tion of hi.; 

hi c.l·· ... ess. · '' .. e;::,a..u..l ('~ 

A financ~al statement -will be laid ev.EJry year before the Dhara 
. \ . . . 

~::abha. ~ome items of public expenditure ~;~pecified il'l ~.,;.tion 32 of the. . . . 

l1Ct will be charged upon the revenues of the State and will. not be. 

~ubject to the vote of the Dhara Sabha.. All other expenditure will b~ 

pbced before the Dhara Sabha, in the form of demands for grants for 

t~~ vote of the Dhara Sabha. 

Rules regulating interpellations, rel;lolutions regarding m"l.ttcrs of 

public intl;rest procedure for Bill~;~, procedure for budgets utc •. ; -:rc. 

o.lf;o publif.lhed •. 
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II. TJJ,e executive·. 
.. 

The executive authority of the State will vest in the Executive 

Council which will' consist of Dewan and three other members. ·• :.\:ho:~ 

Hiu Highness will _appoint. One of thekle will be selened from e.m~ng 
' ' ' 

the non-official membbrs of the Dhara Sabha~ The position of thio 
• J 

member will in every respect be similar to that of the othee member;.~· 
·, 

t,.x:cept that he will hold office for the life of the Dhara Sabh~ viz.· 

t:~ree years. All members of the Council will be responsible to Hi/.j • 

[ijmess. 
' 

III. The Judicatu~. 

The constitution, status and po~ers and JUrisdictic4i of the . ·:: 
} I I ·,I 

High Court are settled by the Act which prescribes th~ qualificatiort~ 
I ' ·, - f , I~~ 

t"e'iuired for Judges.· The Huz~ Nyaya Sabha is also' placed· on a· 
. ' ' 

a..tatutory basis and .its constitution and functions are defined. 
I•' ' •, • ; ' 

In concluding his proclamation His Highn~ss states as follows :-
. ' ' ' 

" The new constitution emphtisi~es_,·.the fUndamental identity of 
' . 

interests between Me and. My people and among the different cla~se::.J 
' , t I • ~~ 

'. • Jli ' , 

of people in the StQte. I earnestly hope that the gre~tly increabed 

O,t.:portunities for service which the new constitution ct>nfera ~dlL 

b..:. utilised with the same sense of responsibility as in the past 

~nd in a spirit of mutual understanding and good will and that the·· 

r.(;l~ cond~tution. will help to advance the·materi::tl and moral progrG~.;.; 

oi.' my people."·· 


