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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Unitep StaTeEs DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, ,
WoMeN’s BUrEaT,
' Washington, May 22, 1933.

Mapam: I have the honor to submit a report evidencing the
fluctuations in employment to which women are subject and indi-
cating the extent of their unemployment.

The frequent uncertainty of employment and the distressing periods
of unemployment to which women are subject, particularly in certain
industries in which their labor is an important factor, constitute a

otent cause of human waste in industry—a subject upon which this
%ureau has been carrying on an extensive study over a considerable
period of time. . 4

For the country as a whole, the data on employment fluctuations
and unemployment as they apply to women represent but fragments
that give intimation of the entire situation. In the present report,
these partial data have been brought together from various sources
in an effort to show something of what the entire picture may be.

The material analyzed has been gathered from four types of sources:
Reports on unemployment issued by the United States Bureau of the
Census; regular reports on employment in various industries collected
monthly by sex in 3 States, and similar data for woman-employing
industnes in 3 other States that are important in woman employment
but that do not collect figures by sex; reports printed or mimeographed
by officials in 24 States and giving da,ta,%y sex as to activities of State-
supported employment agencies; 24 special studies of the unemploy-
ment of women or of their employment fluctuations, made by the
Women’s Bureau and by various other authorities. .

I acknowledge with especial appreciation the courtesy of the various
State labor departments in cooperating with the Bureau in the collec-
tion of this material, some of them having gone to considerable trouble
to provide unpublished data.

By no means all the individuals and agencies that have given assist-
ance in this report can be enumerated, though I am grateful to all,
but ‘particular mention should be made of the careful reading and
helpful comment made by officials in 12 States on the parts of the
manuseript citing their material, and by the following persons familiar
with the difficulties of presenting data from public employment
agencies: Annabel M. Stewart, coauthor of a recent study on this
subject; Dr. Gladys Palmer, director of Extension Studies of the
State Employment Office in Philadelphia; Dr. W. E. Parker, director
of research, and Mabel E. Crafts, director of Service and Farm
Division, of the Public Employment Center of Rochester, N.Y.

This report is the work of Mary Elizabeth Pidgeon, chief of the
research division of the Women’s Bureau.

Respectfully submitted. .

Magry ANDERsoN, Director.

Hon. FranceEs PERkKINS,

Secretary of Labor.



APPENDIX B

METHODS USED BY NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR IN PREPARATION OF EMPLOYMENT FIGURES, AS
DESCRIBED IN SPECIAL BULLETIN 143°

EXTRACT FROM PAGE 8 AND FOLLOWING—WEIGHTING OF
FIGURES

When the reports were retabulated, group totals and grand total
were obtained by weighting the figures for the separate industries.
Instednﬂlh,nﬂlmds_ll:oieps,andmdms:.l:aethewwkmwm
mostly men, it was possible to secure reports for a very large propor-
tion of the workers in the whole industry. In textile mills, shoe fac-
were scatiered through the plant, often working in the same depart-
menis and sometimes at the same processes, it was more difficult to
cover a large section of the industry. Time-clock cards and pay
rolls were made up with numbers or with initials only in place of
first names, s0 that it was necessary to invent a special svstem for
dassifying the workers by sex. Many firms went to great lengths to
cooperate with the bureau in making this useful information public.
In a few industries, mostly concentrated in New York City, it was
not possible to persuade enough firms of the importance of the matenial
they could make available.

Because the make-up of the hst of reporting factories was deter-
mined by internal conditions, the representation of the different
industries varied enough to affect the totals and the conclusions.
Small changes in the metal industries would have counted for much
more than large inereases or deecreases in clothing and textiles. This
was avoided by weighting each industry division according to its
mmportance in the total volume of manufacturing. The details of
this process are deseribed on page 1512 The totals are now corrected
so that they are not affected by the high or low representation of the
separate industries.

The month of June 1923 was used as a base because it was the
best practicable period. When the fixed list was established it was
found in some industries that reports were mising for July, August,

, o October of 1923. The newness of the idea of separating

pay rolls and the interference of summer vacations made it im
to obtain eomplete information. For that reason it was decided not
to tabulate any figures for those months for the groups or the grand
total. That fact prevented the use of the average for the year 1923-24
as the base and left the choice to June 1923, or November 1923.
A detailed attempt was made to tabulate the figures with November
1923 as s base. It was found, as was anticipated, that not only was
5 Pxwaesni runn Dmpleywoent sed Exrvings of Men snd Wames ia New Yook Scase Factaries, M03-25,

Kew Yox Depausex of Laaer, Fame 256, p. MX, 03X
3 Sum . 305, K.

216
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manufacturing in general quite seriously affected by a depression but
the course of the downward movement varied so from industry to
industry that it was impossible to judge the effect of the subsequent
changes. - June 1923 is not only the beginning of the series but is also
a month when labor was generally well employed before signs of
dull business had begun to appear.  On these charts the base line is
June 1923, but in some cases it was not possible to carry the lines on
the chart back of November. '
In all cases the figures for men and women separately refer to shop
workers only. A small proportion of office workers is included in the
for “all employees”, but their inclusion in the separate figure
would have had too much influence on earnings for women.

EXTRACT FROM PAGE 151 AND FOLLOWING

Given the number of men and women in the whole industry it was
an easy matter to find out how much of the industry was included in
the reporting concerns. Obviously the number of employees rather
than the number of firms was used in each case. .

The difficulty of securing reports varied so from one industry to
another that the list covered 95 percent of the workers in the steel
mills and from 3 to 4 percent of those in men’s clothing. Up-State
concerns were much better represented than those in New York City,
with more than twice as large a share of the up-State workers covered.
The representation for men was better than that for women.

¢ * * June 1923 was used to compute these percentages
because it was found by experience to be better to use a single month
during which industrial conditions were undisturbed rather than a
longer period at a time when some of the representative factories
were either lagging behind or going ahead of the whole industry
temporarily. Seasonal difficulties were avoided because the repre-
sentative list was compared with the totals for a given industry for
the same month, and so both were at the same point on the seasonal
curve. :

If a sample could be arbitrarily selected, a representative list of
reporting factories would give each industry the same weighting in the
reporting list that it has in the total for all factories. Firms that can
and will report separate pay rolls for men and women cannot be’
arbitrarily selected, however. They are taken as they come.

Because of the unevenness with which the industries were covered,
their weighting in the reporting list is in many eases quite different
from their true weighting. ,

A comparison of clothing and metals tells the whole story. The
metal factories of the State employ about 2% times as many men as
the clothing factories. In the reporting list they provide about 20
times as large a part of the total as the clothing group. The effect
of this on an uncorrected index of employment in June 1924, with the
metal-working factories making sharp cuts in operations, is obvious.

Similar discrepancies are to be found in the subdivisions.

Equally important differences held true for the women workers.

These irregularities are now removed and the indexes of employ-
ment and pay rolls and the average earnings for industry groups
and the total are based on figures corrected to put each industry
In its true relation to the other industries that make up the total of
manufactunng,
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For this recourse was had to the percentage representation figures.
The figures for the reporting plants in each industry were divided by
their precentage representation and therefore given a representation
of 100. This meant that each industry in the total was restored to
its original importance. Corrections were made for a few strikes.

The mathematical process involved in adjusting by representation
was simple.

Number of employees,

cotton mills, reporting firms Estimated
Percent representation, - num:t;trtof employees
cotton mills on mills,

all firms.

The addition of these items gives the corrected group totals and
grand totals. :

Even here, however, there is a complication. In the knitting mills
15 percent of the men are covered in the reporting factories. In
adjusting these figures it is safe to assume the sample is representative.
In the men’s furnishings division there is a coverage of 18 percent.
But a large part of that is in the big up-State collar factories, and a
small part in the smaller New York City tie- and cravat-making shops.
Theoretically it would have been possible to weight all industries
separately for New York City and up State, but the slight refinement
in the figures would by no means have justified the great amount of
work involved.

i FIXED LIST METHOD

All these adjustments were involved in the main decision to retabu-
late the men’s and women’s reports on a fixed list basis. There is no
possible way to secure accurate results except by using a fixed list of
reporting concerns. )

The first returns for men and women were used without any
attempt to establish a constant list because reporting was so irregular.
There is more likelihood that an office manager in the rush of vacation
or holidays will send in his total figures without the separations than
that he will fail to send in the regular report. One is much more
trouble than the other, and not quite so important. Until recently
it was considered unwise o urge firms to separate their pay rolls.
This and the absence of data for interpolating made it impossible to
establish a fixed list. - i

The use of these early results was severely restricted because of the
changing list of firms. Average earnings often showed large vana-
tions from month to month that were traceable only to differences in
reporting firms and were no evidence of increase or decrease in the
volume of wage payments as a whole. .

It would have been ible to compute changes in employment*
and pay rolls by the link-and-chain method, that is to take the firms
reporting in a given month and by retabulating the previous month’s
record, compute changes from one month to another for s tentatively
fixed list. A series of index numbers could be built up from these
figures, but an actual trial of the method and analysis of the differences
shown made it clear that the results were not satisfactory. Also,
it would have been impossible to change the average earnings.

All of the 10 years’ experience with the Labor Market 1s evidence
against the use of the link-and-chain method. The Labor Market
represents 37 percent of the State’s factory workers, and the reports for
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men and women combined are only 27 percent. Separated the actual
number of men &nd of women is much smaller than the Labor Market
figures and small differences would have had correspondingly more

weight.

Statistical work-sheet used by New York Stale in preparing weights for women’s
index B .

(S Comsus of | New York State tabulations by sex—weighted abso-
lntes—average 1929 .
1929
Industry or industry groups R pee. | Numver| o | per lN’ R
:‘“m"“ jcent of] d‘:‘l" joent of] m;tm :hu : centof] of “&“‘
earners women | total relﬂ.l total | women | o)
Total .. _____.___..._[1, 105 966 j100.00 {1, 125 600 [100.00 | 101.8 | K35, 347 [100. G0 mac j100.00
Stobe,day.,andelass ____ | B9 ] 214 29,384 | 261114 4] WMO] 238 1,135 <38
iscellanecns stone
Lun-e. _____________ §52) .50 10, 004 .89 1 180.8 92360] L1 k; -8
cement, and

___--.-.‘:-----_l:li- 8.42! .58 5 607 491 8.3 5,519 .66 03

7,396 .66 ] 1R 4 7, 396 . [J)] ©
6,39 .87 ]| 106.3 6,075 .2 10
38,534 [30.07 | 104.2( 317,154 | 37.97 { 21,380 ] 7.36
9, 145 . Q2 7,670 .92 1,475 .8
43,701 | 288 | 15864 | 41,085 492 2 616 .90
144051 L2] 6.1 1441} L3 84 .08

500 45| 7| 5] @] ® | @
4,69] 219 87.9] 236] 268 2,303 ™
8, 90¢ D] 882 8214 .98 -2
7,510 .67 | 119.6 7, M2 8 .08
100,937 | 897] V7| VoL {1LM 868 271
317 46,306 | 411 J 1322 45317 542 N
IM WA/4] 345]1082] 3645 | 463 .07

.98 8,088 721 48 8,088 W @) (V]
23 0,886 274 |124.4] 26007] A 11 489) L6
86 0,065} 525| 9.9 54397 ] 651 4668 | 161
L0 4,00 L25]166] 13440 1L 61 610 -
27 /,619| 23] 87.4] 538| 3@ 1,300 -45
.49 8,991 .80 | 1664 85091 1L 42§ .15
1L2 9, 407 54| 658 7,000 - 2317 .80
1§ <) 29} 40| 852 ] 87| HBIB| 22
.49 LQ‘.‘B 40| 8.6 4,310 .52 163 .06
126 7,800 @] 558 6, 307 .76 1, 502 .52
148 44.748 2W)162] MW7) W] 163 | 564
240 1436)] LB| 543 9,432] L13 4941 LN
.78 4,137 37} 41 3,453 -4 684 .3
.42 7,701 .68 11650 4, 606 -85 3085) LOS
4 43,38 ] 385] BLO] 34,208 ) 410 10| 215
L& 13056 L15] 7LS| 10037] L% 3019] LO4
.65 s861] .s2] sL2| s1a| .e ]| .5
138 1241| L1} 8LE 97191 L6 T .9
L 12011} LO7} 9.9 9311F LI12 2,700 K -
Polpandpaper____..__._.] #37| 1481 1563 L] %56l M| L2] L=l @

3 Not eomputed, sumber of firms is too small,
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Statistical work-sheet used by New York State in preparing weights for women's

tndex—Continued
4
gfgag::“m New York State tabulations by sex—weighted abso-
1929 lutes—average 1929
Industry or industry groups A Namber P
verage . am er- Per-

. number wl:f" of of men P'i" 4 cent [Number P”{" Num'ber cent
of wage (300 D1 “and Ctotal |coL.3tol of men |ToeOf - © of
earners women col. 1 WOmeN | ¢otal

Printing and paper goods_...| 103,995| 0.40}] 02,823 | 825 3] 66,500f 7.96| 28,323 | 9.07
Paper boxes andftubes_..{ 12,200 | 1.11 9,671 .86) 71.9 4,185 .50 5,386 | 1.86
Miso%llaneous paper 12,712} 1.15 9,116 s1] 71.7| 4,188 50

BOOAS. e e . h . . . 4,00) .70
Printing and bookmnak-

ing....... O 78,003 | 72.14] 74,136] 6.58| 93.8] 53,129) 6.96 ) 16,007 | 551

CPextiles o e cacacacccaaoaa] 97,2491 879 87,605 | 7.78] 90.1| 44,642 | & 42,983 | 14.80

Silk and silk goods__.... 11,238 | 1.02 11,455 | 1.02 } 101.9 4,062 .49 ,393 1 2.55

. 'Woolens, carpets, folts._.{ 34,440{ 3.11 30,0201 267 | 87.2] 18,800 | 2 11,228 | 3.87

Cotton goods_ ... __._.... 6,192 .56 6, 633 .58 | 107.1 3,591 .43 3,042 105

Knuit goods, except silk..| 31,558 | 2.85 19,386 | 1.72| 61.4 7,998 .95 11,388 | 3.92

Other textiles ..o .. 13,821 | 1.25 20,102 | 1.791145.4] 10,192] 122 9,910 | 3.41

19.76 | 249,119 122.13 | 114.0 | 122,085 | 14.62 | 127,034 | 43.75

4.40 78,401 | 6.96)161.14{ 62,686 | 6.31 | 25715| 8.31

2.7 27,925 | 248} 91.2] 10,864 130§ 17,061 | 5.58

9.23 72,677 | 6.46| 7.2} 35205} 4.23| 37,382 | 13.31

.42 13,181 | 1.17 | 280.3 2,013 .24 11,1681 3.82

‘Women's headwear .. 18,550 | 1.68 16,709 | 1.49| 90.1 s .60 11,711] 3.38

Miscellaneous sewing_.._| 13,012 | 1.26 9, 284 .82| 66.7 2,752 .33 6,532 2.30

Laundering and cleani 30,944 | 2275 13,478 | 1.61| 17,466 | 6.04

Food and tobacco. ... 8.83| 113,009 | 10.03 ] 115.7 | 83,356 | 9.98| 29,653 | 10.21
Flour, feed, and cere: 4,170 .37 , 753 . 114.0 4,101 .49 2 .22
Canning and preserving. 8,477 .76 10,070 .89 118.8 4,718 .57 5,352 | L84
Sugar and other groceries{ 12,528 ' 1.13 12,878 1 1,14 1 102.8 8,478 | 102 4,400 | 1.52
Meat and dairy products.{ 10,018 .91 13,333 | 1.18]133.1] 12,344 | 1.48 989 .34
Bakery prod 33,704 | 3.05 40,833 | 3.63 |121.2] 35110} 420 5,723 ) 1.97
Candy.._ 13,600 | 1.23 13,709 | 1.22 | 100.8 6,954 .8 6,751 233
Beverages. 6, .59 6, 555 .58 1101.3 6,112 .73 - 443 .15
Tobacco_. 8,701 . 10,878 .97 { 125.0 5, 538 .66 5,340 | 1.84

‘Water, light, and power-_'__ 2 10,939 .99 13,003 ) 1.24 |127.1] 13,884 ] 1. 66 19 .01
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INFORMATION BY SEX PUBLISHED BY STATE-SUPPORTED
EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES ! ‘

TYPE OF DATA

Alabama.—No agencies receiving State funds.

Arizona.? =—No agencies receiving State funds.

Arkansas.—Biennial reports of the Bureau of Labor and Statistics for the
periods ending June 30, 1930 and 1932. (The first reports available since
1924.) The later report gives no tabulations for employment agencies;
that for 1929-30 gives registrations, help wanted, referred, and reported
placed, by sex, month, and three occupation groupings, for the Fort Smith
office, the only one supported by the State. (See p. 15 of report.) Totals
for the four offices (the others supported in whole or part by Federal funds)
are given by sex and occupation grouping for each year of the biennium
(ending June 30) but not by month. The great majority of the women
reported were from domestic occupations.

California.—The biennial report of the Department of Industrial Relations
concentrates on placements, giving these by industry and sex both for per-
manent and temporary offices; by sex and agency; by sex, industry, and
agency; and by month and a%mcy, ‘with totals in each case for the biennium
for each year, or for both. mployees wanted and applicants referred are
given by city, with totals for the biennium but not by sex. Reports of num-
bers applying are not given. Monthly mimeographed reports of the Divi-
sion of State Employment Agencies give numbers placed in the month,
but not by sex.

Colorado.—The ‘biennial report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics gives the
numbers of applications and placements for private employment agencies
by sex and month, with total for 13-month period. No agencies are supportd
by the State within the period of study. :

Connecticut.—The biennial report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics gives for

: each year the numbers of applications for employment, applications for help,
and situations secured, by sex and month for each office in the State, with
totals for all offices. These reports also are issued monthly, typed on printed
forms. The ratios of situations secured to applications for employment,
and of employees furnished to applications for help, are given by sex and
month for each office and for all offices together. Detailed statements of
situations secured, by occupation, is given by sex for each office, totaled for
all offices. A similar statement is given by nationality. Maximum and
minimum wages paid in the positions filled in each office are given by sex
and occupation, for 6-month periods.

This is the only State reporting as to nationality and wage. - A detailed
occupation classification is given by sex for placements only, totals for year
ending September 30, and no monthly data.

Delaware.2—No report was issued within the period of study.

Florida.*—No agencies receiving State funds. -

Georgia.2—No agencies receiving State funds.

Idaho.*—No agencies receiving State funds. - .

Illinois.—The annual report of the Department of Labor gives the numbers of
registrations, help wanted, and placed, by sex and month, and by sex and
industry, with totals for the year. This information is reported for each
office and for all offices together, as is the number of persons registered for
each 100 places open, the latter by month and by industry but not by sex.
The information noted in the foregoing forms the year’s recapitulation of
data issued monthly in the Labor Bulletin,

Bee footnotes on p, 223. .
221
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Indiana.-—The annual reports of the Industrial Board are given in the Indiana
Year Book. The numbers of registrations, ealls, referred, and placed are
reported by sex under a eral occupation classification for each offiee,
;rél;gr; total for e3-11 offices for the year ending September 30. No monthly

are issu
. Jowa.—The biennial report of the Bureau of Labor gives the numbers of registra-
tions, jobs offered, applicants referred, and thoee reported placed, by sex
and occupation. This is the 2 years’ report on the same information, except-
ing occupation, given monthly in the Iowa Employment Survey.

—The annual report gives numbers registered, belp wanted, referred,
and placed, by sex, occupation, and month, for each city and for all cities
together. Occupations are reported under the usual three headings, in the
form of totals for the year by city only. No monthly reports are issued.

Kentucky.—No agencies receiving State {unds. i

Louisiana.—No agencies receiving State funds.

Maine.*—No figures reported.

Maryland.*—No agencies receiving State funds. .

Massachusetts.—The annual report of the Department of Labor and Indus-
iries gives the numbers of registrations, persons ealled for by employers,
persons referred to positions, and positions reported filled, by sex for each
office and for all offices combined. The monthly data and the occupational
data are not bE sex. Monthly mimeographed reports are not by sex.

Michigan.—The mber issue of Labor and Industry (published quarterly)
gives by sex the year’s figures on numbers registered, help wanted, referred,
and placed, and percent placements formed both of total registered and of

. total referred. The information by sex is given by the month, and also is
given for each office with totals for all offices.

Minnesota.—The biennial report of the Industrial Commission gives the num-
bers referred and verified placements by sex and month for each city but with

. no total for all cities. The number of persons referred to positions and the
number of verified placements are given by sex, month, and oecupational
group for each city. Reports of numbers applying are not given. No
monthly reports are issued.

Mississippi—No agencies receiving State funds.

Missouri—The annual report of the Labor and Industrial Inspection
ment gives the numbers of applications for employment, applicants put to
work, applieants unplaced, positions offered by employers, number of places
filled, and number of places unfilled, by sex and oeccupation for each city
and for all cities. No report has been issued since 1928. No monthly
reports are issued.

Montana.2—No agencies receiving State funds.

Nebraska.—No agencies receiving State funds.

Nevada.—The biennial report of the Commissioner of Labor gives the numbers
of persons applying for work, requested by employers, and reported placed,
by sex and month for each office separately. Reporis also are made on fee-
charging agencies, with a comparison of their placements and thoee of public
agencies (not by sex).

New Hampshire.—No reports by sex exeept for minors.

New Jersey.—The Industrial Bulletin, published monthly, gives the year’s report
of the Department of Labor in the September issue, ineluding the number
of registrations, help wanted, referred, and reported placed, by sex, city,
and occupational group. The number of placements per each 100 registra-
tions is given by sex and city. This information is published by the month
also.

New Mexico.—No agencies receiving State funds. i i

New York.—The annual report of the Industrial Commission gives only place-
ment figures by sex. The Industrial Bulletin, published monthly, gives the
numbers of registrations (including renewals), help wanted, referred, and
placed, by sex, city, and industry, with a total for all cities.

8ee footnotes on I 232,
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North Carolina.——The biennisl report of the Department of Labor and Printing
for 1928-30 and of the Department of Labor for 1930-32 give employment
data for fiscal years ending June 30. The 1928-30 report states that this
Department maintained public employment offices through ecooperation of
the Federal and local Governments. While not strictly State offices, there-
fore, data concerning them are given in the State report. In the earlier

report registrations, heip wanted, referred, and reported placed are given
bvsexmthreegmenlmdustrnlgmups. The later report omits help
wanted. Data are not given by month

North Dakota *—No agencies receiving State funds.

Ohio.—The annual report of the Department of Industrial Relations gives the
numbers of applicarts (new registrations separate after June 1930), help
wanted, referred, and reported placed, by sex and oecupation for each city
with a grand total for the State. Monthly mimeceraphed reports give the
same information for each month with an additional fuller oceupation classi-
fication.

Oklahoma.—The annual mport of the Departinent of Labor gave for the first
time in the vear ending June 30, 1931, the numbers registered, help wanted,
referred, and placed for each office and for all offices combined, by sex. The
Oklahoma Labor Market, published monthly, contains a record of place-
ments only, by occupation but not by sex.

Oregon.2—No agencies receiving State funds.

Pennsylvania—Labor and Industry, the monthly publication of the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry, gives the vear’s report in its February issue.
Each month reports are given on numbers of persons applying for positions,
asked for by employers, sent to positions, and receiving positions, by sex
and industry or occupation. The percent of applicants placed, percent of
openings filled, and percent of persons referred piaced are given by sex.

Bhode Island —The annual report of the Commissioner of Labor gives attend-
ance, new registrations, help wanted, referred, and placed, by sex and month,
and by sex with a detailed occupation elassification.

South Carolina—No agencies receiving State funds.

South Dakota *—No agencies receiving State funds.

Tenneesee.— N0 agencies receiving State funds.

Texas.2—No agencies receiving State funds.

Utah.—No agencies receiving State funds.

Vermont.2—No agencies receiving State funds.

Virginia —The annual report of the Department of Labor and Industry gives
registrations, bhelp wanted, persons referred, and positions filled, by sex and
month. Total attendance at the ofiices is reported by month though not
by sex. No monthly reports are issued.

Washington.2—No agencies supported by State funds.

West Virginia.—The biennial report of the Bureau of Labor, 1929-30, gives an
emplovment-office report for the period March 1 to November 13, 1930.
The report is by sex for registrations, referred, and placed. No other report
has been issued within the period of study.

Wisconsin.—The Labor Market published monthly by the Industrial Commis-
sion gives the year's report in its January issue. Number of workers regis-
tered for each 100 places open is given bymonthbutnotbym. Both the
annual report and the monthly issues give numbers of applicants, help
wanted, referred, and placed, by sex and industry, and by sex after January
1930. The mimeographed information on Opennon of Public Employment
Offices issued monthly, reports by sex back to 1916.

Wyoming.—No agencies supported by State funds.

! The ortline riven heare aims esrecially to show the tyne of data publiched im the States, by sex.  Foe
footnnie 12, p. 140. Far a more compiere presentation of the material parished in the States, see S3ceart,
Annabel M. and Bryee M. Statistiesd Proceiure of Public Employment OFees. 1953 pp. M3-261.

1 In 11 States, of which this is 1 the U 2. Empéoyment Service acts throush a Siate repwesentativa. The
pubueem'wvmn’mmusd!mmhrmhmmmw i

3 A special asent of the U.5. Employment Service in Arizona states that the Ph Free Employ
Buresa, scpnorted by Stste and F«hﬂMdemgmdeMmm This
officiai has suprivd the Women's Bureaa with reports of its aczivities by sex for a S-month besinning
in July 1431, eariier recards bavine heen destroyed 2nd ot appearing by sex ia the ananal reports of the
State. Arpereptiy this State. which is pot industriaiiy impartant. falks with those stated as deniing chiefly
with ferm labor. the seency receiving Federal funrds and not giving teures by sex, in State reparts.

-ansmmm.mmmﬂwmmmmmnm&rmw
Labor and e State Chamber of Commeres n the eixy of Portiaad. Reported in baennial report, 15ci-38.
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SuMMARY Number
of States

1, States that have published in State reports some data by sex in some
recent Year Moo o e emieaaa 22

Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Iilinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, New
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma,® Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin.

a. States whose reports make available in some form data on appli-
cations, placements, and help wanted, all by oceupation, by year,
and by month for all or most of the period of study._...__.._._ 8

Arkansas? Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, Wisconsin.

b. States whose reports make available all the data listed in a except
those by occupation.. ... iaaea 5

. Connecticut,* Michigan,? Nevada,® Rhode Island,* Virginia.

¢. States :ivl;,ose reports make available fewer data than are listed in o

an
(1) All types of data reported monthly, but only placements yearly,
by sex: New York.
2 Al{; or pra'ccl:icaﬂy all, types of yearly data reported, but nothing
y month:
Indiana, Missouri,” Massachusetts,® North Carolina,* Okla-
homa,1° 3,
(3) Number of applications or registrations not reported:
. California. .
(4) Totals for 8 months in 1930 only: West Virginia.1t
. (5) N(i yearly data available; monthly data not by occupation:
owa.
2. States issuing reports, but not giving databy sex_ .. ________._.___._ 1

New Hampshire.12

3. States not issuing reports on public employment agencies®.____________ 25

Alabama, Arizona, Colorado,! Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho,

Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Montana,
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Washington,
Wyoming. -
- ANNUAL DaTA BY SEX
1. Applications:
a. States reporting applications or registrations by sex™____________ 18

Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Massachusetts,

. Michigan,’s Missouri,’® Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, West
Virginia,”” Wisconsin.

b. States reporting applications by sex and occupation™____________ 10
- Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas,’® Missouri,® New Jersey, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Wisconsin.

1 Colorado has some reports by sex, but these concern activities of private agencies only. For these, ap~
Plications and placements are reported, the data being for a 13-month period ending June 30, 1930.

2 Does not separate data by sex prior to report for period ending Jupe 30, 1931. B

8 Tho Arkansas biennial report gives data for years ending June 30, bat this is available for 2 years

only.

¢ Year’s data include occupational distribution by situations secured, but data by months do not in-
clude any occupational distribution.

§ Figures not published before July 1929. ) .

§ Monthly figures very small, not exceeding 45 women applicants in any month.

T No report later than 1928.

# Nothing by sex by month or by occupation.

* Only totals for year given and years ending June 30; 1930 last year reported.

1* No occupational distribution. . .

1 Office reestablished February 1930. See Monthly Labor Review, January 1931.

18 Reports are kept by sex in the office but not published by sex. . i

¥ This does not mean that these States do not make reports of employment-office activities to the United
States Public Employment Service. ) .

14 [owa has reported applications, placements, and help wanted by sex and occupation, but the aata are
biennial only. fowa monthly figures can be added to obtain annual.

1 Beginning July 1929.

# Latest, 1928.

47 Total for 8 months in 1930 only. ot ) -
1 Totals for year not given by occupation. Would involve large amount of labor to do this from monthly
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ANNUAL DaTA BY SEx—Continued

Number
2. Applications and placements: of States
a. States reporting both applications and placements, by sex™________ 18

Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Massachusetts,
Michigan,’® Missouri,’* Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, West
Virginia,!" Wisconsin. :
b. States reporting both applications and placements, by sex and oceu-
ation M o deeomoas
Arl?ansas, Iilinois, Indiana, Kansas,® Missouri,® New Jersey, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Wisconsin.
3. Applications and help wanted: ' -
a. States reporting both applications and help wanted,* by sex.____
Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Massachusetts,
Michigan,% Missouri,’* Nevada, New Jersey, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, Wisconsin. :
b. States reporting both applications and help wanted, by sex and occu-
pation ™ _ e
Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas,® Missouri,® New Jersey, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Isiland, Wisconsin.
4. New registrations:
States reporting “new registrations’” __ __________ N
Ohio, for annual and by morth. Wisconsin, for part of the period,
annual. Rhode Island, for annual and by month. New York,
in annual report gives registrations and renewals.

MonTtELY DATA BY SEX
1. Applications: .
a. States reporting applications by 6eX. .- ocecoo oo oo
Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Jowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Virginia, Wisconsin. : s
b. States reporting applications by sex and occupation_______________
Arkansas, Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin. .
2. Applications and placements:
a. States reporting both applications and placements, by sex________. -
Arkansas,? Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Virginia, Wisconsin.
b. States reporting both applications and placements, by sex and occu-
pation. . e
Arkansas, Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York,
‘Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin.
3. Applications and help wanted: -
a. States reporting both applications and help wanted by sex______
Arkansas, Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Virginia, Wisconsin. - :
b. States reporting both applications and help wanted by sex and occu-
pPation. . _ e
Arkansas, Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin.

11
16

10

15

15

15

YEars CoveRrep IN STATE REPORTS GIVING SoME DATA BY SEX AND AVAILABLE

¥or THis STUDY
1. Calendar year_ __ . ____ e oo
Kansas—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Massachusetts %—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Nevada—1928, 1929, 1930.
New York 21928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Pennsylvania—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Rhode Island—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
West Virginia—1930 (but reported for 8 months only).
Wisconsin—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.

1 Report states report year ends December 1, but totals given in report include December figures.
® Gives only monthly ficures. Totaled for calendar year by Women’s Bureau.

See footnotes on p. 224,
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Yzars Coverp IN State RErorts GiviNg SoME DaTa BY SEX AND AVAILABLE
ror Tais Stupr—Continued

2. Year ending June 30_____.____.__ Aeracccmec——————— 12
Arkansas 1—1928, 1929,
California—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Colorado ! 2—1930.
Connecticut 21928, 1929, 1930, 1931.%
Illinois #—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.3
Iowa -—1930-32 (biennial report).
Michigan 21930, 1931.8
Minnesota 2--1928 1929, 1930, 1931.%
New Jersey -—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
North Carolina—1929, 1930, 1931.
Ohio ™—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Oklahoma—1931.
3. Year ending September 30._ . __ . . 3
Indiana—1928, 1929, 1930, 1931.
Missouri—1928. .
Virginia 11928, 1929, 1930, 1931.

SUMMARY OF MONTHLY DATA BY STATES
[Consult table XV and p. 149)

Connecticut: January 1928 to December 1931

The data used as the basis of the analysis following have been
obtained from annual reports of the Bureau of Labor Statistics cover-
ing fiscal years 1928-30 and typewritten monthly reports July 1930
to December 1931.

Both applications and placements dropped markedly, beginning in
November 1930 and continuing (not in complete progression with
each month) through 1931, the fall being especially decided in May
1931 and thereafter. This was true in the main for both women
and men.

In the 4 years, the smallest number of both applications and place-
ments, whether for men or for women, was in January, February,
Novxber, or December. May and October seemed to be the peak
months. .

The number of persons applying always exceeded the help wanted,
and both for men and for women the ratio dropped at the end of
1929 (November) and never showed recovery. The ratio, always
higher for women than for men, was very low for both in 1931.

More applications were made by men than by women in every
month but one, but situations were secured for more women than
men in 31 of the 48 months, 22 of the 31 being in the second half of
the 4-year period. The exceptional months in which more men
than women were placed were April to October mn 1928, March to
August and October and November in 1929, and April and May
in 1930.

With the exception of the first few months in 1928 for men, the
ratio of situations secured to persons applying was lower in 1930
than in the earlier corresponding months, and still lower in 1931.
" This was true for both men and women, although the proportion of

placements was higher for women than for men in every month
throughout the period.
-~ = Monthly firures would enable calendar year to be obtained. .
el A S N RO i
See footnote on . 2.
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Illinois: January 1928 to December 1931

The data used as a basis for the analysis following have been ob-
tained from monthly issues of the Illinois Labor Bulletin and from
annual reports of the State Department of Labor.

There was no marked heightening of number of registrations
during any one period, for either men or women. With each sex,
the largest numbers applied in January 1931, the next in October
1930. (See footnote 11, p. 139.) There was some tendency in most
vears for registrations to be high in October and lower in December or
February; placements tended to be high in the spring (for both sexes
in October 1n 1928, for men in December in 1931) and low in February
(for women in July 1930 and in November 1931).

There were always more persons registering than places to be
filled. The ratio of help wanted to men registering ran high in the
mid months of 1929, but dropped slightly in September and sharply
thereafter. For women, although there was some decline earlier, the
sharp drop began in January 1930. For both sexes the ratio was lower
in every month of 1930 than in the corresponding months of 1928
and 1929. The situation appeared worse for men than for women.
For men, the ratio in the months of 1931 ordinarily fell still lower
than in 1930, but this was not true for women.

There were more registrations of men than of women and more of
the placements made were of men in every month throughout the 4
years with but two exceptions (January 1928 and January 1931).
However, relation between registrations and placements would make
it appear that a larger proportion of women than of men were placed
in every month in 1931 and in 1930 (except July)and also in 7 months
of 1928 and in 5 months of 1929.

Occupational data.—For the data on occupations the figures are
taken from the annual and monthly reports of the Department of
Labor, which give information for fiscal years ending June 30. The
occupational information in this State, so far as women are concerned,
is classified into the following chief groups in addition to manufac-
turing: Clerical, domestic and personal service, wholesale and retail
trade, casual workers. Reports for manufacturing industries have
been totaled by the Women's Bureau, the chief women’s groups
included being clothing and textiles, metals and machinery, and the
printing trades. .

The largest numbers of registrations, demands for help, and place-
ments were for either domestic and personal service or casual work.
Registrations for domestic and personal (including hotels and res-
taurants) and for clerical work had increased, the last mentioned being
in the year ending June 30, 1931, over 40 percent above their 1929
fizure. Thoseformanufacturing, trade, and casual work had declined.

The help wanted had declined in all occupational groups, the
decrease being especially great in demands for workers in trade, in
manufacturing, and for casual workers. The discrepancy between -
the need for jobs and the help wanted appeared particularly large for
clerical workers.

Iowa: January 1928 to December 1931 g

The data forming the basis of the analysis following have been
obtained from issues of the Jowa Employment Survey, a monthly
publication of the State bureau of labor.
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No marked point at which applications increased or at which de-
mands for help declined could be ascertained. However, in the case
of both sexes, there began regularly in August 1930 what had been
‘true in about half the months preceding, that fewer jobs were offered
in each month than in the corresponding month of the year before.

. There was some tendency for applications and offers of jobs for
either sex to be high in the spring or fall, sometimes running into the
summer, and for the most part to be low in January or February.

There were always more registrants than places available, always
more registrations of men than of women, and more jobs were offered
men than women. However, with the exception of 3 months in the
entire 4 years, the ratio of jobs offered to registrations was higher for
women than for men.

Michigan: July 1929 to December 1931 -

The data available in this case cover only the last 2% years of the
survey and have been obtained from monthly reports of the Michigan
-Employment Bureau. They show no significant point of increase in
registrations, though for both sexes these are smaller in number in the
months reported in 1929 than in the corresponding months in either of
the later years. While there always were more registrants than help
wanted, the demand for help of either sex suffered a definite drop in
October 1929 and never thereafter rose to its previous figure. In
the last 3 months of the year more women were wanted in 1930 than

~in 1929; the last 3 months of 1931 showed a distinct improvement in
demands for men but a decline in those for women.

There always were more registrations by men than by women.
Until July 1930 more men were wanted than women; thereafter the .
opposite was true, with the exception of a few monthsin 1931. Place-
ments of men always outnumbered those of women except for seven
months of 1931 and two months late in 1930. The ratio of help
wanted to registrations was higher for men than for women until
December 1929 and again after October 1931; in the months inter-
vening it was the higher for women.

Minnesota: January 1928 to December 1931

The data used as a basis for the analysis following have been ob-
tained from the mimeographed Annual Report of the Public Employ-
ment Service Operated by the Industrial Commission of Minnesota,
1928, 1929, 1930, and 1931. The last-named includes a 6-month
report of the commercial and professional offices of the public employ-
ment service operated for experimental purposes by the Tri-City
Employment Stabilization Committee (St. Paul, Minneapolis, and
Duluth). Table XV in the appendix gives the totals of registrations,
help wanted, and placements for the three cities combined, with the
number of help wanted to each 100 registrations. Table XVI in the
appendix shows the increase or decrease from 1929 to 1931 in regis-

* trations and help wanted in the more important occupational groups
reported. . . o

A definite point showing increase or decrease in registrations, help
wanted, and placements is not marked for either sex. In most months
the numbers of help wanted, and of placements for either sex, and of
registrations for men were greater in 1928 or 1929 than in the two later
years, numbers of men’s placements being especially low in 1931.
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Practically always there were more registrations than help called
for. With one exception for women, for either sex the ratio of help
wanted to registrations was highest in 1928 or 1929; it was lowest for
men in 1931, for women in 1931 in 8 of the last 9 months of the year.

Registrations of men exceeded those of women in most months of
1928 and 1929, but those of women were the greater in most of 1930
and in 1931. Ordinarily more male than female help was wanted
until 1931 when more women usually were in demand. More of the
placements were of men than of women in the first 2 years and in
most of 1930, but in 1931 ordinarily more were those of women than of
men. The ratio of help wanted to registrations always was consider-
ably bigher for men than for women. A

Occupational data.—Reports are made for the following occupa-
tional groups: Clerical, domestic, hotel and restaurant, industrial,
and casual. As in many of the other States, the largest groups both
of registrations and help wanted were those for casual work, either

" domestic or hotel and restaurant work being second.

In all occupations combined, women’s registrations had increased
from 1929 to 1931 by only a little over 4 percent, help wanted had de-
clined less than one half of 1 percent. From 1929 to 1931 women'’s
registrations for domestic work had nearly doubled, and those for
industrial and casual work showed increase. Women’s registrations
for clerical work in 1931 had declined from the 1929 number by about
45 percent, those for hotel and restaurant work by about 22 percent.
Calls for women as domestic help were nearly half again as great in
1931 as in 1929, and those for casual work had increased 10 percent;
for clerical work, however, the demand had declined over 50 percent,
and a very slight decline was shown in calls for industrial workers.

New Jersey: January 1928 to December 1931

The data used in the ansiysis following have been obtained from -
monthly issues of the Industrial Bulletin, published by the Depart-
ment of Labor, the year’s report appearing in the September issue. -

Registrations show no marked tendency to increase at one particu-
lar point, although more registrations were made by women in 1930
than in 1931 in 11 months, and in 1929 than in 1928 in 7 months;
more by men in 7 months and in 6 months, respectively. For women,
in 4 months of 1929 and in 6 months of 1930, the numbers were larger
than in any other year.

Ordinarily, registration was greatest in the late spring or summer
months, placements were highest in September, May, or June. In
every year but 1931, both registrations and placements were fewest
in the midwinter months; this is true of both men and women, and
the peak or slump months in registration and placements ordinarily
were similar for the two sexes.

For both sexes there always were more registrants than places open.
The ratio of help wanted to registrations dropped sharply at the end
of 1929, and was lower in each month of 1930 than in the correspond-
ing month in either of the years preceding; and it was still lower in
the months of 1931 than in 1930 in the majority of cases. This ratio
was higher for women than for men in every month but May 1929.

There were fewer placements in each month of 1930 than in the
corresponding month of the 2 years preceding (except in several
months for women), and fewer still in 1931 in 7 months for men and

179570°—33—16
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in every month but March and December for women. More regis-
trations were made by women than by men in nearly every month,
and more placements were of women than of men. Further, the
relation between registrations and placements would make it appear
that a larger proportion of women than of men ordinarily were placed.
Occupational date.—The data cover the period 1928 to 1931 and
are from the Industrial Bulletin, September of each year. The
largest numbers of registrations, help wanted, and practically all
those reported placed were in domestic and personal service.
Registrations had increased for industrial employment, and greatly
so for clerical and professional work, the number in the last-named for
the year ending June 30, 1931, being over 40 percent more than that
in the year ending June 30, 1929. Those for domestic occupations
had declined somewhat in 1931, A ' .
Help wanted had declined from the middle of 1929 to the middle
of 1931 in each occupation group, by a larger proportion for the
industrial workers than for any others. _ ’ ‘
The discrepancy between demands for help and registrations for
work was greatest for clerical and professional workers.

New York: January 1928 to November 1931

The data used as a basis for the analysis following have been ob-
tained from monthly issues of the New York Industrial Bulletin.

There was no period in which registrations appeared to show a
marked rise either for men or for women, although, with one exception
for men, they were considerably higher in each month of 1931 than
in the corresponding month in any other year. For women, they
tended to be high in the month of October or, agin 1931, in November,
but the figures for men showed little uniformity of high month. In
practically every month more men than women registered. In every
month there were more applications made by men than by women.

The number of places to be filled was always below that of persons
applying, though for the most part exceeding the new registrations.
The ratio of help wanted to applications and to new registrations
showed a marked drop for both sexes in November 1929; and for both
sexes in practically every month of 1930 it was far below the corres-
ponding month of either earlier year. In 1931, this discrepancy
between jobs and persons seeking them had widened still further, and
in nearly every month of that year the ratio of number of jobs to
number of persons registering or number of applications—whether
of men or of women—was much lower even than in 1930. The
number of jobs available per 100 persons registering and applying was
considerabfy higher for women than for men throughout 1930 and
1931, and the same was true in many months of 1928 and 1929, though
jobs apparently were somewhat more available for men than for
women 1n summer and early fall of the years last mentioned.

Fewer placements of women were made in the last month of 1929
and the first months of 1930 than at any other time, and of men in
the first months of 1928 and the first months of 1930. Beginning in
May, in every month of 1931 fewer men were placed than in the
corresponding month in any other year. The same did not apply to
women throughout, although it was true in May and October.

In most months, more placements were made of men than of women,
-but in the earlier months of each year the opposite was true (January
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to March, 1928; January and February, 1929; January, February,
and August, 1930; January, and June, to December 1931). However
the proportion of placements in relation to persons registering was
higher for women than for men in nearly every month of the 4 years.
Likewise, judging by the relation between placements and all appli-
cations, it would appear that in most months a larger proportion of
women than of men applicants were placed. .

Oceupational data.—The data on occupations were taken from the
monthly Industrial Bulletin, published by the State Department of
Labor. This information is classified into the following occupational
groups: Clerical, domestic and personal service, hotels and restaurants,
wholesale and retail trade, casual workers, and manufacturing, only
a total being given in each case. The largest numbers of women
registered were for casual work until 1931, when these were exceeded
by clerical workers. The numbers of women asking for clerical and
domestic work ordinarily were similar.

Women’s registrations had increased in all groups from 1929 to
1931, in most cases continuously from year to year. Those for clerieal,
hotel and restaurant, manufacturing, and domestic and personal work
in'1931 were nearly double those of 1929. Calls for all types of women
workers had declined except those for domestic service, which were in
1931 nearly double the 1929 number. Decreases in demands for
clerical workers were especially great, those in 1931 being scarcely
half those in 1929, and the discrepancy between the registrations and
the demands for help were very great in this occupation.

Ohio: January 1928 to December 1931

The data used as a basis for the analysis following have been ob-
tained from mimeographed material issued monthly by the Ohio
Department of Industrial Relations, and the occupational totals are
from its semiannual reports.

Up to July 1930, the reports of number of applicants appear to
correspond with new registrations as reported separately from total
applications in July 1930 and thereafter. Thus the figures may be
considered as an unbroken series, based on ‘‘applicants” at first and
“new registrations” in the later reports. In these, there were fluc-
tuations with low periods and high periods both for men and for
women, but no general trend appeared; on the whole, more men and
women registered for work in 1929 than in any other year, and the
fewest of all were in 1931. A

The high point in placements, whichever sex be considered, was in
the spring of 1929. A decided drop came after October of that year.
Although there was some recovery in the spring months of 1930, this
proved to'be only temporary. For both sexes the last 5 months of
1931 showed the fewest placements in the 4 years.

In every month more men than women applied, and (except in
December 1931) more men than women were placed. However, in
almost every month throughout the 4 years, help was in demand for
larger proportions of the women than of the men registering. The
ratio of help wanted to new registrations usually was low for men at
the beginning and at the end of the year, and tended to be high for
both sexes in the spring.

In each month of the first half of 1929 and through most of 1931,
the cases of help wanted formed a larger percentage of the numbers
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of men and women registering than in the corresponding month of
the year preceding, but from the middle of 1929 until about the end
of 1930 (for women through October, for men the entire year) the
ratio was below that of the year before.

Occupational data—These data are taken from the totals given in
annual reports of the Department of Industrial Relations, which give
information for fiscal years ending June 30. The material, except
that for manufacturing, is classified into the following main occupa-
tional groups: Clerical and professional, domestic and personal,
botel and restaurant, wholesale and retail trade, and casual workers.
The reports for manufacturing have been totaled by the Women's
Bureau, the chief of these that affect women being clothing and
textiles; food, beverages, and tobacco; leather, rubber, and allied
products; metals and machinery; the printing trades; and paper
manufacture. -

The greatest number of applications, demands for help, and
placements were those for casual workers, though these showed
a steady decline after the 1929 high point. Applications showed
a decided increase throughout the period of study for work in
domestic and personal service and after 1929 in trade; they declined
in 1931 for clerical, manufacturing, and hotel and restaurant workers.

Requests for help had declined in all occupation groups but that
of trade, which had increased by over half in 1931 from its 1929
figure. The proportional decreases had been especially great in
manufacturing and hotels and restaurants, in the latter the 1931
help wanted being less than half that of 1929; in the former it had
decreased well over two fifths, and demands for clerical workers in
1931 had decreased about one third.

The discrepancy between applications and help wanted was greatest
in clerical in every year, and also was very large in manufact
in the year ending June 30, 1931. In trade occupations the deman
for workers in the offices of this State had exceeded the supply in
each of the 4 years.

Pennsylvania: Janunary 1928 to December 1931

The data used as a basis for the analysis following have been
obtained from the issues of Labor and Industry, published monthly
by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor. . L.

There was no point at which there was a decided increase in either
men or women applying, though the number was high in the closing
months of 1931, and for women higher in June 1931, for men in
December 1931, than in any other month in the 4-year period.
There was a tendency with both sexes for the number of persons
applying for positions to be high in June and for the most part low
in the later summer months or in January.

There always were more persons applying than were asked for
by employers, and there was a marked faling off in requests for
help after 1929, especially for men. For both sexes, the ratio of
persons asked for to persons applying was higher in most months
of 1929 than in corresponding months of 1928, but it showed a
marked falling off for both sexes in 1930 and, except for a slight
increase in February, still more in 1931, being especially low for
men in the last months of 1931.
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Throughout the period, more applications were made by men
than by women and more placements were of men than of women. -
Occupational data.—The date on occupation were taken from the
annual reports of the Department of Labor and Industry, published
in February. These data were given by occupation for the 3 years
after 1928, and these were organized into the following chief groups
in which women applied for work (outside the manufacturing in-
dustries): Clerical and professional, hotel and restaurant, whole-
sale and retail trade, and casual and day jobs. Semiskilled and
unskilled manufacturing groups were reported, and data for the
more skilled manufacturing occupations have been totaled by the
Women’s Bureau, the main women’s industries included being as
follows: Clothing; textiles; food and kindred products; leather, rubber,
and composition goods; metals and metal products; paper and printing.
In each year, the largest numbers, both of women applying for
work and of those asked for by employers were either in the semi-

skilled or the casual and day-work group. ,

The applications of women for positions in all chief occupations
had increased in most cases continuosuly from year to year. This
growth was especially great for the various manufacturing groups
and for hotel and restaurant work, and the 1931 applications for
positions in clerical and professional work and in trade were more
than 50 percent greater than were those in 1929. . .

In this State, employers’ requests for women workers had declined
in only three of the seven chief groups—clerical and professional,
casual and day, and unskilled industrial. In the other four groups
demand had increased, and 1931 requests exceeded those of 1929
by from about 28 percent to over 124 percent. In connection with
the various manufacturing groups, this may have reflected some
- shift in emphasis of the office on service for workers or employers of
certain types; with the clerical and professional the movement was
such as was manifest in other States. ‘

The discrepancy between employers’ requests for women and
women’s applications for jobs was very great in the clerical and
professional occupations and also was great for the unskilled workers,
each of these groups having shown a large increase in applications
with a notable decline in requests for such services.

Rhode Island: January 1928 to December 1931

Data for this State have been obtained from annual reports of the
Commissioner of Labor, covering the calendar year. With the
exception of 2 months later in the year in the case of men, the “at-
tendance” of both sexes was markedly heavier in 1930 than in either
of the earlier years; likewise, new registrations,! particularly for
men, showed an especial increase in 1930, though in about half the
months of 1931 there was a decline for each sex both in attendance
and in new registrations.

While attendance of men usually was greater than that of women,
more of the registrants were women than men until 1930, when the
situation changed markedly.

Practically always more women than men were in demand. In
almost every month of 1928 and 1929, and even in several months of
1930, there were more demands for woman help than there were new

¥ Called registrations in 1928 and 1929,
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registrants, though attendance always was considerably greater than
the demand for help. Among the men, almost an opposite situation
was indicated: Many more were newly registered in every month
of 1930 and in 1931 than were called for, and the same was true in
most months of the two earlier years.

The ratio of help wanted to new registrations was higher for both
sexes in the majority of cases in 1929 than in corresponding months of
1928, but much lower in 1930 than 1929, except in two spring months
and December for women, and in December for men. This ratio was
lower in 1931 than in 1930 for women in most months and for men in
just half the months. This ratio almost always was higher for women
than for men, usually considerably so.

Occupational data—The occupational data in this State have been
given by a long and detailed classification. In many classes few

ersons were reported, and consequently they have been grouped here
into the generalized classification used in & number of States. (See
footnote to table XVI in the appendix for details of this grouping.)

The largest numbers of new registrants, as well as of help wanted,
were in the domestic group. In this type of work, registrations had
increased greatly from 1929 to 1931, while help wanted in 1931 was
only a little over half that in demand in 1929. For industrial and
clerical and professional work, registrations had increased more than
demands for help.

Virginia: January 1928 to December 1931

"'The data for this State were available through 1931 from the annual
“reports of the Department of Labor and Industry for fiscal years
ending September 30. Those on registrations show no point of par-
ticular increase for either sex, though for men they were especially
high in the first 3 months of 19312 Both registrations and calls for
help showed some tendency to be low in midwinter or in July, high
from March to June.

There were always more men registering than called for, but for
women the discrepancies between demand and supply were not so
great as in most States—indeed, there were months in every year,
with the exception of 1931, when requests for help exceeded the
number of registrants. . .

No specific point of decline in help wanted can be noted, except
for men after March of 1931, but for the most part the demands for
both sexes were less in each month of 1930 than in 1929; in the
majority of cases, those of 1931 were still lower. While in every
month there were more registrations of men than of women, and in
about half the months more men than women were asked for, the
ratio of help wanted to registrations always was higher for women
than for men. More men’s than women’s positions were filled except
in 5 months of 1930 and 1 of 1928.

Wisconsin: January 1928 to December 1931

The data used as the basis of the analysis following have been
obtained from mimeographed monthly reports of the Wisconsin
Industrial Commission.

8 Unless the fizures may be explained in some other way, unusual activity in the offices, especially in
behalf of men, is notable in the first 3 months of 1931,

EY
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Applications were markedly lower in 1930 and 1931 than was the
case, for the most part, in 1928 and 1929, and this was true for both
men and women, although there seemed no specific point at which the
decline began.

With one exception, applications were in excess of help wanted,
whether for men or for women. For the months that could be com-
pared, the ratio of help wanted to applications was lower in 1930 in
every case, for both sexes, than in the earlier years, and was still lower
in 1931 except for women in September. This ratio ordinarily was
higher for men than for women until December 1930, after which it
ordinarily was the higher for women. ‘ .

For both sexes, placements showed a decided drop in November
1929, and the former level never was recovered, almost every month
that could be compared in 1930 and 1931 .being below that in the
earlier years. , '

Both placements and applications showed a slump at the end of each
year, for both sexes. More applications were made by men than by
women and more of the placements were of men in every month
throughout the period. Also, the rélation between applieations and
placements would make it appear that a larger proportion of men
than of women were placed (except in February, May, September,
and October, 1931). As between the two sexes, these proportions
varied much less through 1931 and in the first 4 months of 1930 than
at any other time.

Occupational data.—The data on occupation were taken from the
annual reports of the Industrial Commission. The classification in
this State was changed in 1930, though information could be obtained -
for substantially the same main groups as those used in 1929. No -
occupational data by sex were given for 1928, so the period under
‘consideration for this part of the data covers only 3 years. The
chief groups of women registrants in 1930, outside manufacturing,
were as follows: Office workers (in 1929, the grouping was entitled
clerical, professional, and technical); homes, institutions, hotels and
restaurants (in 1929 the first two were combined under domestic and
personal service, and in later years the “home”” group vastly exceeded
that of ‘““institutions’’); mercantile establishments (classed as whole-
sale and retail trade in 1929); and casual labor. Registrations for
manufacturing work have been totaled by the Women’s Bureau, the
main groups included being as follows: Food, beverages, and tobacco;
leather and its finished products; metals and metal products; paper
and paper products, printing and publishing; rubber and composition
manufactures; and textiles and textile products.

The numbers, both of persons applying for positions and help
wanted by employers, were greatest for casuaf workers in 1929,
domestic and personal being second in that year and “homes”
greatly exceeding all others in each of the 2 later years.

Persons applying for positions had declined in the classes office
workers, hotels and restaurants, and casual workers, and in the -
manufacturing total; in the case of the first-named group the changed
classification in 1930 may have affected the numbers so reported, and
in the case of casual workers the decline was so extreme as to indicate
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that changes in office organization or reporting probably were respon-
sible. Registrations for positions in “homes” and i hotels and
restaurants in 1931 showed some increase over 1930, while those for
* mercantile jobs had increased still more. Help wanted had increased
by more than half in mercantile establishments; it had declined some-
what in homes, very much more in hotels and restaurants and for
casual workers, though especially in the latter case there is question
whether changes in classification or in emphasis placed by offices may
have made the decline appesar unduly great. :
Though for office, hotel and restaurant, and casuat work both
applications and demands for help were less in 1931 than in 1930
there still were many more applications than the help wanted.

O



