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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

URITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Lalog,
Wosrn's Bunrav,
Washington, Sepl. 25, 1945,

Srx: 1 have the honor to transmit a report on women workers in
Brazil. It is o praduct of the project of cooperation with the other
American Republies which is part of the propram of the Inter-Depart-
mental Committee on Seientifiec and Cultural ("ooperation of the State
Department.

The survey was made and the report written by Mary M, Cannon,
Inter-Ameriean specialist of the Women's Burean, who spent three
months in Brazil in 1942 43.

Hespeetfully submitted.

Friena 8. Minter,

{direetor,
Hon. L. B. SCHWELLENBACH,

Secretary of Lubor.

DESCRIPTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS
IN COVER MONTAGE

. Girls examine egps of silkworm moth to ingure freedom from discase. (See p 190

Stlkworm moth ¢ggs are weighed and prepurcd by girls for shipment to cooperative
farmers. (See p. 18.)

Weomen in arceling mill scour cocoons lo remove gummy sericin and o fis aster
Sfilaments which are brought together and turia!cdgon rcf:lla. (See p. I.‘?Ji‘)ld "

Woman worker in a lextile mill.  (See p. 11.)

. Firsi-aid and medical clinic. (See p. 8.)

A retail trade worker al the Lojas Brasileiras in Rio de J : o r .
of Brazil”  (See p 20 o de Juneiro— -“'the Woalworth



The Inter-Amecerican specialist of the U. 8. Women's
Bureau spent 3 months in Brazil in 1942-43 to obtain an
over-all picture of the employment of women, of their social
and economic position, of labor legislation and its adminis-
tration, and to establish contacts for the exchange of infor-
madtion and publications and for sharing assistance 1 mutual
problems. Special attention was given to industrial em-
ployment and working conditions of women. It was also
proposed to learn about the programs of women's organiza-
tions ns hey touch wage-earning women.

A report, Women Workers in Argentina, Chile, and
Uruguay (Women’s Bureau Bulletin 195), was issued after
a visit to those countries in 1941,

Other publications about women in South America avail-
able in the Women'’s Bureau are (1) Women’s Organizations
in Ecuador, Paraguay, and Peru—Reprint from Bulletin of
the Pan American Union, November 1943, and (2) Women
in Brazil Today, 1943 (multilithed), (3) Social and Labor
Problems of Peru and Uruguay (mimeographed).

Bulletins on women workers in Paraguay, Peru, and
Ecuador, based on the survey made in 1943, are in prepa-
ration.
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GIRL EXAMINING QUARTZ BY SUBJ}‘IERSING THE CRYSTAL IN A MINERAL OIL BATH.



CONTENTS

Page
Tetter of Transmittal__________ . _______ et e il
Introduetion_ . _ ... . _______.._. e mmm—ae L 1
Women in Manufaeturing_ - o __ el 2
Number of Women in Manufacturing.. . _________________________. 3
Jobs on Which Women Are Employed_ __ _________ . _____________ 5
Working Conditions. ... .. e e e 6
Absenteeism and Turn-over____ . .. . . .. __._.... g
W RS - e o e e 9
Individual Plant Descriptions__._ ... ____________.. 11
Industrial Home Work __ . ______. 20
Women in Other Employment_ .- _ . __________________________.____ 20
Retail Trade_ . e eeo-. 20
Government Printing Office. _____ .. ... ______ 21
Telephone Exchange__ .. 22
Office Employees_ e 22
Labor Legislation Affecting Women Workers_ .. _______________________ 23
WRges i eiiaea- e m e 24
Hours_ . L. ot 24
Rest Periods_ . _ e eeeeo- 24
Vacations with Pay__ L _.._.. 25
Maternity Legislation. .. .. .. i 25
Sanitation and Safety___ L ..____ 26
Legislation Affecting Minors in Industry. __ ___ . _________.___ 26
Labor Departments and Divisions of Women and Children_ . ______.____ 27
Social Welfare Provisions_ . _ ... _ . e _________ 28
Social Security Systems_ o o aiaiaaa.- s 28
Low-cost Restaurants. _ . .. . ________ ... 28
Low-rent Housing _ _ ___ _ _ o ia_o.. 28
Apprenticeship. . il 29
Yoeational Edueation . - __ o eaoo-- 30
Organizations of Industrial Workers_. __ .. _____________________ 31
Syndicates (Trade Unions) . e aioaaao- 31
Other Organizations of Workers. - . oo ooooo e iiaaa- 33
Women in Government Service____ ... oo __________ 34
Professional Women . o o .o ___.. 36
Women's Clubs and Organizations__ . . . . .. ... .___ 38
Special Wartime Activities. ... oo oo l.._. 41
Politieal and Tuture Status of Women _______________________________ 42
Tllustrations: -
Girl examining quartz by submersing the crvst.a}s in mineral oil bath_ . iv
Stenographer, Riode Janeiro_ .. . _ L aoae. ... ._ 23
Rest room at coffee time. . . oo . o o iiaiaiieiianaan 25
Machine repair mechanies_ .. . ___ . _ ... _______. STl 31



