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PREFACE· 

-

. 'fHE scheme of reforms formulated by theln~ia.n 
· ·National Congress and the All. India Muslim Leagu~. 
in December 1916 has been criticised .as. suggesth;lg 
catastrophic changes in the present adminis~rative 

· system of India. The obiect of this bo.ok · is to· show 
: .. that the proposals embodied in the j~iut . scheme .are 

based on existing foundations ·and constitute the 
· next natura.l step in the evolution of Indian polity~ 

Th~ most importanh piank in tP,e ·scheme is t9-e 
substitution, as far as possible, of the. control of the 
Legislative Councils. for the present official control 
in the mechanism of· Indian Government.· I trust· 
that, on a perusal of these pages1 the reader will come 
to the conclusion that the suggested reforms are by, 
no means revolutionary and that they have been 
under discussion for a long time~ 'In the recent 
deb~te in the House of Lords, Lord Islington also
pointed out that the proposals for the reform of the: 
Indian Government· have been under consideration· 
for many years. ·' 

., . I have avoided) as far as possible, any lengthy 
reference to topics already dealt with 1n the ·polltic!il 
,literature of the day. One o'f these· is tbe way {n 
which the proposals of the Indiari National CQngress 

:and the Muslim League have been received thr6ngh~ 
out the country. Those who·· contend t.h~t t~@ 
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demand fqr self-government is the hobby of a few 
agitators will fin"d an answer in the symposium of 
opinions on the memorandum of the Nineteen elected 
members and on the Congress~ League Scheme collect· 
ed by ·.Mr. G. A. Natesa~ in his Indian Dema11ds. 
Tne names of the many distinguished Indians who 
have expressed their approval of the memorandum• 
and the scheme is a sufficient answer to this cl~s of 
critics. Nor-did I think it necessary to refer at any. 
length to the growth of the National movement _in 
India since 1885. A succinct and connected account 
of-~he· Indian National Congress and other allied 
organisations and of the growth. of Indian N ationa.lism 
has already been given in va.riou~ publications during 
the last two or three years .. The condition of the 
Colonies at the time when Self-Government was con
cededto them and the general history of the movement 
for Self-Government in the Colonies since 1840 has 
.a.ls<i been dealt with by the Hon'ble Mr. V. S. Srini
vasa Sastri in his Selj-Got•emment for India under 
the Britis], Flag. Any reference to those three 
·topics~ though relevant to the subject, was, therefore, 
unnecessary. I have, accordingly, confined myself to 
the a.ctq.a.l proposals put forwa.hl by· the Indian N ati· 
on~ Congres~ and the All India. Muslim League and 
_have tried to point out their bearing on the present 
constitutional _machinery for the Government of 
,India.. I have also alluded to· the more important 
'criticisms of the proposals ~ade in the Press and 
, elsewhere. Soine of the topics herein have been dealt 
with by me in a. series of articles in the columns of 
the Hindu ~ith a view to elicit public criticism. 



.. · I am indebted to Mr. B. Patta.bhi Seetha.
rnmayya., B.A., lf_B. & C. M., for valuable help given 
to me in the preparation of this work, to Mr. C. R. 
Venkatarama. Ayyar, B.A., for reading the manuscript 
and the proofs and for the preparation of the .index 
and a.L.:.o to Mr. V. s. Ra.ma.swami Sa.stri, B.A., B.L.; 
for correcting the proofs. · ' . 
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