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HOME MINISTER, INDIA \ / /as‘“
3 Feb 2005
MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the Servants of India Society, started by
Shri Gopala Krishna Gokhale in 1905 at Pune, will be launching
its Centenary Celebration Year on 23rd February 2005 and a
Centenary Souvenir will be brought out to mark this important
event.

The primary object of the Servants of India Society to train
national missionaries in the service of the country and to
promote by all constitutional means the interest of the people is
indeed laudable.

On this happy occasion, I send my best wishes for the success of
the Centenary Celebrations of the Servants of India Society.
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SHARAD PAWAR MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
- FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

22 FEB 2005

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that Servants of India Society, Pune, is launching its
Centenary Celebration Year on 23™ February 2005 at Allahabad.

The pledge of Shri Gopal Krishna Gokhale to dedicate his life to save the
Nation and promote by constitutional means, the national interest of the
countrymen, is still very much valid today.

I am sure the dedicated work and patriotism shown by the Members of
Servants of India Soclety since its inception, should serve as a source of
inspiration to our youth and generations to come to rededicate themselves
towards nation building activities such as education, soclal welfare and
upliftment of the downtrodden. It is heartening to know that the tradition
and legacy of the Society have been carried forward to this day and its
activities are spread all over the country. Through Its various activities, the
soclety has remained true to Its raison d’etre.

I congratulate the Servants of India Society for its service and send my best

wishes for the success of the function,
\/h/\
/.'v

(SHARAD PAWAR)

Shri Shyam Manohar,
Coordinator,

Servants of India Society,
Thakkar Bapa Smarak Sadan,
Dr. Ambedkar Marg,

(Link Road),

NEW DELHI 110 055
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TEL. NO.: 23392020
23382030
FAX NO.: 23392111

A. K. TRIPATHI

PStoCM .
CM\YS'T\OC \b
CHIEF MINISTER OFFICE gg;;nf:g;onm APm-
DELHI SECRETARIAT, |.P. ESTATE
NEW DELHI-110002
Dear Sir,

. Please refer to your letter requesting the Hon'ble Chief

Minister, Delhi to be the Guest of honour at the Centenary Year
Programme of Hon’ble Shri Gopal Krishana Gokhale being
orgamzed by you on 23" February 2005.

In this regard, it is stated that due to pre-scheduted
engagements, the Hon’ble Chief Minister will not be able to
attend the function. However, she conveys her best wishes for
the success of the programme.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

“\w/’

(A.K. TRIPATHI)

Sh. Shyam Manohar,
Coordinator, .

Servants of India Society,
Thakkar Bapa Smarak Sadan,
Dr. Ambedkar Marg, (Link Road),
New Delhi-55.
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SERVANTS OF THE PEOPLE SOCIETY (vii®% da& #vgq)

(FOUNDED BY LALA LAJPAT RAI IN 1921)

President : Vice President : Secretary : Treasurer:
MANUBHAI PATEL ONKAR CHAND SATYA PAUL PRASANNVADAN MEHTA
Ref. No. SPS/ Date 07/02/200Q5

MESSAGE

Shri Gopal Krishan Gokhale started First Social Life Order in India in
1905. It was well thought of plan to rebuild India for fredom movement and
after getting independence. He highlighted the greatest need of India the whole
time dedicated social workers.

Lala Lajpat Rai was impressed with the idea and went to Pune to meet
Shri Gokhaleji and discussed with him for few days. He decided to start another
Life Order in North India with broader base. He could translate his dream after

4 his return from 6 years self-exile in America in 1920.

Servants of India Society has played a great national role during freedom
movement and after freedom, in education and tribal welfare.

Gokhaleji never considered Servants of the People Society as a rival Society, but always
considered it a sister institution. Shri Gokhale encouraged Servants of the People Society to start
rural development centre at Village : Dhayaari, Distt. Pune. He presided over the inauguration
function. He also attended few functions of our Society at New Delhi. This relationship contin-
ued even after his death. Whenever the office bearers of our Society went to Pune, the guest
house and other facilities at their Head-Office were made available to us. I always went to pay
my regards to Shri Kakde and exchanged views on national issues, whenever I visited Pune. We
also accommodate their Life Members in Lajpat Bhawan, New Delhi during their visit to New
Delhi.

We are equally proud of the achievements of servants of India Society during its 100
years.

We pray and hope that under the leadership of Shri R. G. Kakde, Se1 vants of India Society

will march with added reputation. ;

(SATYA PAUL)
Secretary

Lajpat Bhawan, Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi - 110024, Ph. : (O) 26427650, (R) 26222150, 2643495, Fax : 26288102
E-mail : samajdli@nda.vsnl.net.in
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MESSAGE

Prof. T. Pati
D. Phil, D.Sc.
Ex-Vice-Chancellor
University of Allahabad
&
Hon. Chairman
Institute of Mathematics & Applications
Shri Jagannath Sanskrit Vishvidyalay
PURL o

I feel greatly honoured in being requested to write a few words about the
great sacrifices made by Shri Gopai Krishna Gokhale, the founder of the Servants
of India Society and his many worthy followers like Shri G.K. Deodhar, Thakkar
Bapa, Pt. H.N. Kunzru, Shri S.G. Vaze, Shri L.V. Sahu, Shri A.D. Mani and Shri
R.S. Mishra.

It is in the fitness of things that centenary celebrations are being held in the
city, which is noted as Tirthraj Prayag - a city laden with a great tradition of social
service, religious inspiration and philosdphical vision. Allahabad through the ages
has cherished, the high ideology of humanism and pacifism as opposed to the
culture of self-agrandisement and materialism. The example set by the active
members of Servants of India Society should be a constant beaconlight for the
posterity, which looks up to the builders of modern India for guidance in diverse
aspects of our national life.

Let us follow the footsteps of the Father of the Nation "Bapu' and his revered
Guru the immortal Gopal Krishna Gokhale and become committed to their lofty
ideals, so that their imperishable dreams may be fully realized. May the centenary
bea mile_stone to be remembered forever. I pay my humble homage to the Society
on this historic occasion. '

(T. Pati)
10, Bank Road '
University of Allahabad
Allahabad
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PREMBLE OF SOCIETY

t was some times in 1900 that, the conviction has been 3, ¥ 9u wRaEiyEl Y U Wi W o
forcing itself on many earnest and thoughtful minds that .. fer % S W for W Wit % fad H
a stage has reached in the work of nation building inIndia .~ _’ T HHMI

0 aﬂtﬂnmﬁrﬁrmmﬁ?m
Te7 TR W S S ST 4T S0 <A e
' -ﬁﬁm@| T o T A

when, for further progress; the devoted labour of a spe
cially trained agency applying itself to th
missionary spirit was required.

The Servants of India So¢
Krishna Gokhale on Jur;_:f,; ;

e S Ot B e o s

The members of the Socxetyarepledged to give through wm ik (ﬁw%mwm%ﬁaaﬁ
out their life in them, o o v T wa we W Tl R w
..... L Al g wem iR S N AR
| ok ¥ 3 o w3 IR T 3 faeg st

IR Tl STE WS ﬁ'ra#iiht?fml

means the natlonal mterest of the dxan neople.

'Every ‘member at the Umeio‘__f_' ;

the following sevenxows

Creatmg among the people by examp le. and by pre (@ "The country giall a]ways be the firstin my

cept, a deep and passionate love of motherlaﬁd . - thought and,f will gwe to-herservice the best
Organising the work of political educﬁn , ”L-that isiy me,; L

tation, basing it on a carefu! study of public quesﬂw '

strengthening generally the public life of the: 6ountry

ss10n shall take .

vill seek no personal

thers and work
-without. distinc-

for the education of
classes and scientific i

Helping . forwards :
country; B
The elevauan:o”' :

tich provision for my-
- fhe Society may be
art of my en-

nal quarrel w1th any

aauae: 0
1. N ﬁﬁlﬁ ¥ I[WH ‘keep ‘in-view ﬂleraims of the
- A N T A 20 6 Y fefy, and watch over its interest with the
s REmr . utmost zeal, doing all I can to advance its
2. %ﬂﬂﬂ‘%ﬂﬂn‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁt ﬁmmﬁsﬁm o ~ work. I will never do anything which is in-

I3 =l R 7 FEWm b - consistent with the objects of the society.
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Servants of India Society

(Founded on 12 June 1905)
List of Member’s of the Hundred Years

Founder Members :

1. Sri G.K. Gokhale

2 Sri G.K. Devadhar
3. Sri A.V. Patvardhan
4 Sri N.A. Dravid

!

|

i

i

3
4
i

Ay

SI. No. Name of Members

Year of Admission Year of Death

1. Sri Namdar Gopal Krishna Gokhale (First Member) 12.06.1905 1915
2. Sri Natesh Appaji Dravid, M. A. 12.06.1905 1935
3. Sri Gopal Krishna Devdhar 12.06.1905 1936
4, Sri Anant Vinayak Patvardhan, B A. 12.06.1905 1939
5 Sri V.S. Srinivasa Shastri, P.C.C.H., L1D., D.Lit 06.01.1906 1945
6. Sri Sridhar Ganesh Vaze, B.A. 23.02.1908 1962
A Sri Hridya Nath Kunzaru, B.A., B.Sc, LLD 11.07.1909 1978
8. Sri Krishna Prasad Kaul, B.A. 11.07.1909 1955
9. Sr1 V.V. Venkat Subaiya, B.A. 30.09.1909 1938
10. Sri Narayan Malhar Joshi, B.A. 10.12.1909 1939
11. Sri Vithal Hari Barve 10.04.1913 1955
12. Sri Amrit Lal Vithaldas Thakkar, LCE 06.02.1914 1951
13. Sri Dattatraya Vasudeo Ambekar 20.12.1914 1979
14. Sri Rao Bahadur Kelkar 1918 1928
1S Sri S.P. Anedrews Dube, M.A.C.T. 1918 1939
16. Sri Chintaman Sakharam 1918 1928
17. Sri Venkatesh Narayan Tiwari, M. A, 1918 1932
18. Sni Laxmi Narayan Sahu, M. A. 15.06.1918 1963
19. Sri M.D. Shahane, B.A. 1918 1939
20. Sri Rupanagudi Surya Narayan Rao, B.A. 26.04.1919 1943
21. Sri Sham Vishnu Parulekar, M. A. 1919 1939
22, Sri Krishna Ji Ganesh Limaye, M.A., C.C.B. 26.04.1919 1948
23. Sri Pandurangi Kodand Rao M.A. Secretary 12.05.1922 1957
24, Sri K.G. Sivaswamy, B.A. 04.04.1922 1947
25, Sri Haradatta Sharma, B.A. L.L.B 04.04.1922 1963
26. Sri Sriram Vajpayee 12.05.1922 1956
27, Sri Raghu Nath Ramchandra Bakhale, M.L.C. 30.08.1923 1952
28. Sri Shanker Govind Gokhale, M.A. 29.07.1928 1982
29. Sri Keshao Ganesh Sharangpani B.A.L.C. 25.09.1930 1982
30. Sri S. R. Venkat Raman, B.A. B.L. 25.09.1930 1985
31. Sri K. S. Negi, M. A. 17.11.1932 1943
32. SriR. S. Gupte 30.06.1933 1976




33,
34,
35,
36.
37.
38,
39,
40,
41.
42,
43
44,
45,
46.
47.
48,
49,
50.
51.
52,
53.
54,
55.
56.
57,
58.
59,

Sri V.R. Nayanar, B.A. 30.06.1933 1945
Sri Annakavoor Durai Swami Subramani (AD Mani) M:A. 14.06.1935 1977
Sri Dinkar Dattatraya Desai, M.A. 12.06.1936 1983
Sri Narayan Vasudeo Phadake, B.A.,, LL.B. 12.06.1936 1941
Sri Shyam Sunder Misra, M.A. 12.06.1936 1994
Sri Rama Shanker Misra, B.A. LL.B. 12.06.1937 1986
Sri Karsandas Jagjiwandas Chitalia 12.06.1941 1966
Sri Raghu Nath Govind Kakade, M.A,, LL.B., Ph.D. 12.06.1943
Sri Laxmi Narayan Rao, B.A. 19.06.1945 1959
Sri K. Laxmi Narayan Rao, B.Sc. 12.06.1946 1963
Sri R. Vasudevan, M. A, 01.09.1953
Sri Madhu Sudan Sahoo, M.A., D.AM.S. 14.06.1963
Sri S.S. Ajgaonkar, M.A. 16.06.1966 ---
Sti Damodar Sahoo, B.A. 17.06.1975
Sri P.X. Dwivedi, B.A., B.D. 12.06.1976
Sri Atama Nand Misra, M. A. 12.06.1978
Sri P.K. Prabhakaran Nair, M.A. Ph.D. 11.09.1978 1984
Sri Jawahar H. Shah, B.A: 12.06.1979 (Left)
Sri R.V. Neve, B.Sc. B.T. 12.06.1980
Sri V. 8. Ravi, B.A. 12.06.1980 (Left)
Sri M.\M. Danore, B.A. 03.01.1980 2002
Sri H.P. Sinde, M.A. 03.01.1980 (Left)
Sri Ramakant Lenka, M.A. 12.06.1988 '
Sri Gangadhar Sahoo, M.A. 12.06.1988
Sri A.C. Tripathi, M.A. L.T. 12.06.1990
Sri Dinesh Misra, M. A, 12.06.1990
Sri M.B.Deshmukh, ML A, 12.06.1990
- A.C, Tripathi
Member Incharge
SIS U.P. Branch
Allahabad.
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Servants of India Society

Work at a Glance

M.B. Deshmukh
Member SIS Pune

Servants of India Society (Head Quarters) : Established in 1905

®  Gokhale Institute of Economics and Politics (Now to be deemed University), Established in the year
1930 for te study of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Population Studies, Monetary
Economics, International Economics.

® Godgil Rao Library

®  Gokhale Hall Library

Madras Branch : Established in 1910

®  Thakkar Bapa Gurukulam Nirgasimund (Todas and Kotas Tribal)

® Devadhar Schools in Kerala state (Backward classes and Mopla Muslims)

Bombay Branch : Established in 1911

®  Social Service league e  High School

®  Pre-Primary School ®  Primary School

Nagpur Branch : Established in 1911

® Rural Development ® Gokhale Memorial Library

® Service to Research Centre ® Legal Advise Centre

U.P. Branch : Established in 1911

A. U.P. State :

® Intermediate Colleges ® High Schools

® Primary Schools ® Boys Hostel for SC Students

® Ashram Type Schools for Boys ® Ashram Type Schools for Girls
® Working Women’s Hostel e Type Wrting Institutes

® Dr. Kaunzarue Nursary & Primary School ® Pranayam Classes

B. Uttaranchal State

® Primary Schools ® Junior High Schools

@ Higher Secondary Schools @ Boys Hostel Bazpur

® Ashram Type School, Bazpur ® Type Writing & Short Hand Institute
® Crech Centres e® Fisheries Demonstration
Orissa Branch :

A. Choudwar Centre :

® Serve India D.C. Home ® Serve India L.N. Project

® Gokhale ideal College, Shankerpur @ Crech Centres

e L M. Leprocy Clinic

® Sadhu Charan Power Loom Centre ® Ashok Pratap Tailoring School
® Anganwari Workers Training Programme e® Serve India Institute of Printing Technology
B. Rayagada Centre :

® Thakkar Bapa Ashram ® Tailoring Centre

e Type Writing Institute @ Educational Complex

® Employment Guidance

C. Andhra Pradesh (Narsenna Peth Centre)

o  Gokhale Children’s Home
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Gokhale’s Public Life

t is to be noted that Gokhale
was less than 49 years of age
when he died. Having regard to
his brief public career of 20
years or so, he could attain a
great distinction in wide variety
of public activities.
During his brief public
&‘M ﬂ career, Gokhale laboured enor-
-— - mously and rendered outstand-
ing service to the national cause. Apart from his activi-
ties in connection with problems of Indians in South
Africa at the instance of his disciple Mahatma Gandhi
who has exhaustively referred to legacy of Gokhale in
booklet ‘Gokhale my Political Guru’. Gokhale’s work
in the cause of education and his labours in connection
with grant of successive installment of political reform
was unsurpassed. Gokhale greatly distinguished himself
during the public life of undivided country (India), by
his Parliamentary work. He was for 15 years a member
of the Imperial Legislative Council and during all this
time made a tremendous impression by dint of his ex-
ceptional Parliamentary abilities. His budget speeches
were regarded as classics of economic analysis and ex-
position and complete mastery of complexities of In-
dian economics and finances. He was at the same time
capable of masterly and felicitous presentation of facts,
figures and arguments. Gokhale’s criticism of the bud-
get in the Imperial Legislative Council was referred to
as an annual public event of considerable importance.
Prof. V.G. Kale in his History and Political Economy in
the volume of Gokhale and Economic Reforms, refers
to Gokhale controversing position of Sir. Edward Law
and Lord Curzon regarding, the economic condition of
the people of India in Supreme Legislative Council Delhi.
During Gokhale’s absence due to illness in the Imperial

S.S. Ajgaonkar
Secretary Allahabad

Legislative Council in 1913 and 1914, when the budget
was discussed, then the Finance minister observed dur-
ing the debate that the discussion was like “Staging Ham-
let without the Prince of Denmark”. Late Lord Curzon
with whom Gokhale frequently had occasion to cross
swords, paid the most handsome tribute to Gokhale’s
Parliamentary capacities. “In fact he was the leader of
opposition” said Lord Curzo and in that capacity I often

‘had to suffer the weight of Mr. Gokhale’s blows. I have

never met a man of any nationality more gifted with
Parliamentary capacities. Mr. Gokhale would have cer-
tainly obtained a position of distinction at any Parlia-
ment in the world, even in the British House of Com-
mons. Gokhale was undoubtedly far and away the great-
est Parliamentarian that the country has produced so far.”’
Gokhale’s life has lessons to teach legislators that
Gokhale, the first leader of opposition in Indian Legis-
lative History battered his wits against stonewall of an
irremovable imperial bureaucracy. Even so he never
departed from grace or decorum or the courtesy of de-
bate or in any way compromised the dignity of house
that he had the honour to belong to and always insisted
morality in Politics. To quote Gandhiji “Gokhale seemed
to me all I wanted a political worker, pure as crystal,
gentle as a lamb, brave as a lion and chivalrous to a fault.
He was and remains for me, the most perfect man in the
political field.” What is the moral of Gokhale’s life and
what legacy he has left? In his last words to members of
the Servants of Indian Society who were present besides
his death bed (Presidents bungalow in campus) “Don’t
waste your time in writing a biography or setting up stat-
ues but pour your soul in the service of India.”
Gokhale belonged to a generation, which has al-
ready disappeared with its traditions and great culture.
It is worth thinking whether the Institutions like Servants
of Indian Society founded by Gokhale and others and
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good work done by them could continue for ever, when
it has lost utility in the context of present day pattern of
functioning and prevailing situation.
End of an Era -
Gokhale expired on 19* February 1915 at the age
of 49. His mortal remains were kept in the hall of Presi-
dents bungalow. It is recorded that when Gokhale was
lying in semi-comatose stage members surrounding his
bed observed lips of Gokhale were quivering. His col-
league G.K. Deodhar bowed down and uttered to his ears
not to worry about the Society. They would carry for-
ward his mission. With faint smile Gokhale departed.
News of Gokhale death spread in the city like wild fire.
Public from every strata rushed to the Society’s campus
to take last ‘Darshan’ of departed Mahatma. Reported
20,000 persons assembled in the campus. Mrs.
Patwardhan (Age 95) once narrated to the Secretary dur-

ing S.I.S. Annual Day Gathering that Maharshi Kare

brought to the Society campus two-bus-load immates of
his Ashram to.take last ‘Dharshan’ of Mahatma Gokhale.
She was one among them still surviving, Fifty Thou-
sand citizens assembled at Onkareshwar to give fare-

well to the departed leader. Lokmanya Tilak in his stir- -

ring funeral oration gave tributes to Gokhale’s immense
contribution to the nation. It was reported that the meet-
ing which was scheduled to commence at 5.30 p.m.,
public started arriving from 3 p.m. and by 4 p.m. entire
Darbar Hall was crowded and hundreds including large
number of ladies were unable even to find standing ac-
commodation. To avoid their disappointment another
meeting was simultaneously held in open air in adjoin-
- ing Horniman Circle (named after Englishman who stub-
bornly supported Indian aspirations for freedom through
Bombay Cronicle, popular English daily edited by him).
Lord Willington who presided over the meeting held at

Town Hall said “The great gathering was wonderful tes-.
timony of the esteem and regard in which Gokhale was
held by all classes of both the European and Indian Com-
munities.” Among principle speakers at Darbar Hall
(Town Hall) were H.H. Aga Khan, Phirojsha Mehta,
M.A. Jinnah, Narotam Morarji, Sir Cowasji Jehangir,
Dr. Stanley Reed, Jehangir Petit, Sir Dorabji Tata,
Chimanlal Setalvad, entire cream of Bombay's intellec-
tual life, industrial magnets and legal luminaries. In the
simultaneously held meeting at Horniman Circle Sir
Narayan Chandavarkar presided. Speakers were Sir
Mirza, Sir Chunilal Mehtra, Fazalbhoy Chinnai, S.

‘Natarajan (editor of Social Reformer) and Sir R.P.

Masani, eugolised the services of Gokhale to the coun-
try. Sir Narayan Chandavarkar expressed his grief over
great national loss. “Gokhale stood before the civilized
world as a symbol of the country’s progress and spirit of
nationality and the prominent place which the mother-
land was destined to take in the history of the nations,
Gokhale sacrificed his life for his country. The whole
nation was in tears, Their sorrow was of deepest charac-
ter and prevailed not only in the every part of the coun-
try and every part of British Empire where he was known
and made his mark by his powerful advocacy of the in-
terest of the country. In talents he equated best states-
man in the British Empire. His premature death was most
lamentable. Mr. Gokhale was a great orator. His unself-
ishness and his heroic self sacrifices in the interest of
the country were uniparalleled. Mr. Gokhale taught them
to serve the cuufltry”;' Sir Chandavarkar spoke of

Gokhale’s mission and the:lesson, which his life taught

and proceeded to remark that “if Gokhale’s noble ex-
ample proved as an incentive to future generation to fol-
low in his foot steps, he would not have lived in vain.
Gokhale’s sole ambition was to produce healthy nation-
ality in India.”
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Gokhale And His Economic Thinking

In early (around 1885) years
1 1ofIndia National Congress’s
Emergence, Govind Ranade, a
political economist, fully alive
to economical imbalances in
India and draining of financial
& economical resources from
India, put up demand for eco-
nomic rehabilitation. Congress
then adopted a half patronising
significantly Non hostile atti-
tude. Ranade’s never to be forgotten service lies in his
dedicated mission to bring in group of thinkers who could
put forward case for India, effectively with patience.
Ranade found Gopal Krishna Gokhle Shared his outlook,
doctrine and philosophy and started training him as a
disciple.

At the same time, Bal Gangahar Tilak came up in
prominance. He, however represented thinking of total
rebellion against England and was full of fierce patrio-
tism with ideals of Shivaji. Gokhale was influenced by
Bal Gangadhar Tilak also. Ranade and Gokhale
alike, transformed the economic thinking and
politics by spiritualising it towards complete dedication
to the cause of the country with purity and motive of
action. In 1907, Gokhale himself summed up his mis-
sion of life :

‘‘at this stage of the country’s progress our
achievements may be small with many failures. It will
be given to our future generation to serve India by these
small successes we got. Following Ranade, Gokhale
worked for political social and economic regeneration
of the country, as Dinshaw Edulji Wacha and Srinivasa
Sastri joined him.”’

Gokhale’s career saw its supreme manifestation
in series of well balanced, well conceived and construc-
tive criticism of British Political & economic policy. He

By—Om Prakash
Retd. Head of Instrumentation Engg. Deptt.
Institute of Engg. & Rural Technology, Allahabad.

said british rule was root cause of India’s poverty.
Gokhale’s always used to quote.

‘“Nothing in excess’’

“‘Know thyself an maintain self discipline”.

Gokhale exhibited most clearly & effectively the
practical application of the idea of his predecessor to
economic problems, facing Govt. and the country.

In next few pages, we may attempt to study
Gokhale’s economic thinking in terms of his humanistic
political philosophy. In those day of British rule, Gokhale
saught response by searching enquiry into British Eco-
nomics Policy. This meant that political economy be-
came matter of public concern and liberal thoughts made
deep impact on his economic thought. Randade, the
mentor of Gokhale, G.V. Joshi a well known economic
analyst and Gokhale, who were intellectuals having
knowledge of economics affairs, economic reality and
awareness of economic conditions, studied the problem
and possible solutions. Their study was admirable and
as good as sophisticate economics. In course of time,
Gandhi and Dadabhai gave it a spiritual colour.

On May 30, 1901, Gokhale gave speech on
Bombay Land Revenue Bill at Bombay Legislative
Council. This speech was received admirably by Public.
It brought out characterstic Gokhale’s humality and bore
stamp of his own intellectual approach to nationalist
economic thinking.

Following are some important aspects of
Gokhale’s economic thinking, which made him most dis-
tinguished economic thinker.

On our (India’s) poverty and low per capita na-
tional income. His position was picturesquely stated in
following phrase :—

“deep and deepening poverty”

He made a point that satisfactory estimation was
an impossible task. He produced evidence in terms of

(24)



per capita salt consumption, area under cultivation, etc
etc.

As an exponent of public finance, Gokhale was
an indefeatigable advocate of lessening the burden of
taxation which was essentially regressive in character in
poor agriculture country. He advocated that taxation was
most important single cause of Indian poverty.

On subject of “drain”, Gokhale established before
Welby Commission (1897) that free trade policy has
killed Indian industries, His thinking formed the core of
thinking of Indian Public men in those days and was
upheld by Dadabhai, Wacha, Ranade and G.V. Joshi,

Gokhale presented a strong case on “drain” and
indian poverty. He spoke at various meetings and semi-
nars both in India and London. In his presidential ad-
dress, at Indian national Congress, he presented the same
aspects.

Gokhale’s thinking on India’s industrial develop-
ment had an impact on Gandhi’s ideas. This was the na-
tionalist economic thinking down to many years. It has
relevance even today. His view on decay of Indian in-
dustry followed nationalist view but with a high degree
of sophistication. He said that objective of East India
Co. was to reduce India to simply an agriculture country
producing agriculture raw material. He projected this as

cause of our industrial decay, and talked about manu-
facture and handloom (1907). On many occasions,
Gokhale admired Japan’s economic development and pin
pointed 3 factors.

(a) a strong nationalist feeling,

(b) Adoption of Western System 40 years ear-
lier.

(c) Concentrated and coordinated effects by
leaders & masses.

His view is relevant event today.

Unlike Gandhi, Gokhale believed in machine pro-
duction together with handloom and emphasised techni-
cal and higher scientific education as instrument of tech-
nological progress (budget speech of 1903). He hit hard
high tax of 20/25 percent on machines.

Remarkably, Gokhale’s economic philosophy had
deep concem for people’s welfare. He pleaded for mea-
sures to be taken up at 1911 session of imperial legisla-
tive council. Gokhale’s quiet eloquence used to attract
attention. He made strong case for a welfare state. Even
after 50 years of independence, this remains a debatable
subject. His philosophy and its relevance today need to
be a topic of research, In a relatively short time, he dem-
onstrated his deep understanding of economics, with
mass welfare, nationalistic feeling and purity of thought.
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Gokhale Institute of Politics
and Economics

(Deemed to be University)

The completion of Seventy-
Five years is the most signifi-
cant event in the life of an In-
stitution. The Gokhale Insti-
tute of Politics and Econom-
ics Pune, which will be cel-
ebrating its Platinum Jubilee,
soon has traversed that long-
ish span in its unpretentious

h—! though not uneventful life.

Founded on the 6" June, 1930 with objects to conduct
research into the economic and political problems of the
country, providing for instructions and training and to
facilitate for research and dissemination of knowledge
on allied subjects. Among others, Dr. D.R. Gadgil, first
Director of the Institute for 35 years, devoted himself to
teaching post-graduate students and guiding research
students. During his tenure G.I.P.E. attained name and
fame as Premier Institute in Economic Research in the
country. Throughout his career Dr. Gadgil combined
academic excellence with social commitment. He be-
lieved that economic, political and social problems are
interdependent and can not be separated while dealing
with development economy. He believed that abstract
principle of economics have to be tested in the crucible
of experience and to be related to the specific facts and
situation. He, therefore, laid great stress on an empirical
approach and conducted his research work by a number
of economic surveys together with data and facts related
to local environment. Though he was not Marxist nor
even Socialist, he stated that unbridled capitalism leads
to inequality and exploitation. He emphasized regula-

S.S. Ajgavarkar Secretary
(S.LS.)

tory framework in planned economy. Dr. Gadgil brought
great name, fame and status to G.I.P.E. In 1951 Indian
embarked on planned process of economic development
through successive five years plan. Dr. Gadgil entirely
contributed to thinking on planning in the country. His
two notable contributions to planning were the provi-
sion (a) of an objective basis for determination of plan
grants to the states known as Gadgil formula (b) decen-
tralization of planning at the district level. Though he
was stern in appearance he had a great heart and his life
was utter simplicity, utter integrity. The stamp of his
personality was so great and so distinctive which you
could hardly find to compare with. It is hoped that such
a glorious life and lesson of it will inspire others to fol-
low in his footsteps and to imbibe values cherished by
him and enhanced prestige and reputation of G.L.P.E. as
Premier Institute in the country. For members of the
Servants of Indian Society (past) it ws an intellectual
treat every year to listen to Pro. Gadgil’s lucid interpre-
tation of economic problems faced by the country at the
meeting of associates during the Foundation Day of the
Society when Wrangler Paranjpe, Prof. Karve, Wran-
gler Mahajani also addressed the meeting. I may be per-
mitted to refer to ‘Changing India’ essays in honour of
Prof. D.R. Gadgil edited by Prof. N.V. Sohani and Prof.
V.M. Dandekar presents various fields of Prof. Gadgil’s
work and activities by is eminent colleagues, successors
and friends on the occasion of his 61* Birth Day. These
articles of his academic standard contributed by Prof.
M.L. Dantawalla, B.N. Data, B.N. Ganguly, Eric Zacopy,
D. Karve, B.K. Madan, V.L. Mehta, S.K. Muranjan,
V.K.R.V. Rao, Prof. N. Sohoni, Maurice Zinkin and oth-
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ers represents the considered views and covers up aca-
demic interest of Prof, Gadgil himself which includes
Economics, Agricultural Economics, Labour Econmics,
Banking, Public Administration, Education, Statistics
and Social Science Research Methods.

Servants of Indian Society, Trustees of Gokhale
Institute of Politics arrived at the decision to convert the
Institute as ‘Deemed to be University’. It was momen-
tous and crucial decision taken by the Trustees in the
interest of the development and progress of G.LP.E. Itis
now unique undiscipline University in the country con-
centrating so higher studies and research in economics
and developing allied fields. It was so declared by the
notification (Central Govt.) on May 9, 1993 the Birth-
day of Gopal Krishna Gokhale, after whom the Institute
is named.

Library of G.L.P.E.

The original Gokhale Institute Library though
founded by Gokhale and Servants of India Society and
developed by Dr. D.R. Gadgil, Servashri Prof. S.V.
Sohoni and Dr. V.M. Dandekar was ceremoniously
named Dhananjay R. Gadgil Library-on 31.3.2001, In
fact the library was initially founded y Gokhale as re-
pository of knowledge. Gokhale conceived the idea of
starting library for the use of life workers of S.1.S. dur-
ing their training period, for others and to have access to
knowledge through such library, a repository of econom-

ics, political science, history, sociclogy etc. Whenever
Gokhale went abroad he could spare time and make it
convenient to purchase and send books to this library.
Com. M.N. Roy in his booklet “A Library of a Revolu-
tionary” also referred to his library Gokhale’s successor
Hon. Srinivasa Sastri (silver tongue orator of British
Empire) made special efforts to built Madras Branch li-
brary. After the closure of Madras branch all its trea-
sured books, vital reports and documents etc. were sent
to G.I.P.E. library at Pune. It also contained important
records including books of history, politics, economics,
literature and at the same time literature on Marxism,
Gandhism etc. Even Bombay Branch at the request of
Shri Sharangpani and the librarian Sovam sent books to
G.I.P.E. on varied subjects, controversial reports of
labour struggle (movement), proceedings of Bombay
Legislative Assembly and Central Legislative Assem-
bly etc. Bombay Branch was hubbub of numerous Trade
Union and Social Reform Activities, spearheaded by leg-
endary figures Sarvashri GK. Deodhar, Thakkar Bapa,
N.M. Joshi (Father of the Indian Trade Union Move-
ment) including the radicals like S.R. Parulekar, Dinkar
Desai, N.V. Phadke, and Godavari Gokhale. Bombay
branch was center of numerous activities including So-
cial Reform Movement. All the reports were sent to
G.LP.E, library for preserving of Trade Union,and So-
cial. Reform Movement of the country.
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& DAUGHTER'’S DIARY

T he Servants of India Society celebrates its cente-

nary in 2005. Had my father Mr. A.D. Mani been
alive today he would have been 95. Somewhere destiny
chose my father to give his blood, seat and tears for the
noble work, which was envisaged by Late. Gopal Krishna
Gokhale when he founded the society.

30" January, 2005 : I
am watching the Martyr’s day
function on TV. My thoughts
go back to the day when my
father would lovingly show me
the letters, which Mahatma
Gandhi had written to him. He
would read out the letters time | g
and again. Somewhere in his [
mind, Gandhijis philosophy
was embedded. Appa was such
a simpleton, his philosophy of
live and think simple was
threaded through all his actions.

1960 : Our house was
abuzz of activity. Appa had just
been elected as an Independent
member of the Rajya Sabha.
People were dropping in with
flowers and wishes. My mother

Dr. Lakshmi Rao

Appa was recognized for this restlessness. In Parliament
he would constantly interact with other members whether
it was to discuss an important issue in Question Hour or
to ask a colleague about his health. On that day the fa-
mous Nagarwala Case was tabled. Amidst the uproar.
Appa stood up to make his statement. As a hushed si-
lence fell over the house. I was
M exposed to another fact of my
wonderful father. He was an
excellent orator. Today when I
speak at functions and am ap-
plauded, I know I have inherited
these skills from him.
; 1969 : It was my first visit
to the Servants of India Society
Campus in Pune. I was accom-
panying Appa for the first time
for the Annual Meeting. [ was
thrilled to see the huge campus
where 1 could take an explor-
atory journey when Appa would
be busy. Just as I was leaving
the guesthouse to take the tour,
Appa drew me to his side and
said, “This is sacred land to me.
My life’s mission is to die serv-

was worried. Appa seemed
tired. But he did not allow her to prevent visitors from
coming in. Though I was very young then, I only have
faint memories of doing a relay of running and picking
up bouquets as they came in. But more than that, it was
the humble look on my father’s face, which is etched in
my memory.

1967 : I was excited. In Delhi with my mother for
my holidays, I was going to attend Parliament for the
first time. From the visitor’s box. I looked down to spot
Appa. In his characteristic style he was restlessly mov-
ing from one place to another talking to other members.

ing this institution. Never for-
get this. When you go around this place, look at it through
my eyes.” When I visited the place again in December,
2004 his words were ringing in my ears. My father’s
greatest quality was to passionately involve his family
in his life’s calling,

1972-1976 : Appa decided to call it a day as far as
politics was concerned. He was concerned about the fu-
ture of the society and felt that he was neglecting it. He
decided not to contest and retired as the Vice-Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha. The day we packed his belongings
at the Western Court in New Delh, he seemed to be in a
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tearing hurry. I have to go back to society. My experi-
ence in the political arena will be of great help, he said.
As I write this piece, I remember Appa getting up early
morning, sitting at the typewriter and typing articles in
rapid fire. Thank You appa, for passing down this qual-
ity to me.

1976 : One of my father’s life long friends was
his hypertension and diabetes. Always cheerful, he would
discuss about these diseases with everyone whom he met.
His friends who accompanied him on his evening walk
came back to tell my mother how enlightened he was on
these illnesses and how he used to educate them. But these
friends turned foes on July 24, 1976 when he suffered a
major paralytic attack. [ saw Appa shrunk, and shaken.

July 25, 1977 : Appa was bedridden but his will
power was at work. Furiously trying to participate in a
physiotherapy program to get back to independence. But

fate had other things in store. My only brother Krishna
Kumar, a professor at IT Powai died in a road accident.
I think Appa mentally died that day. Broken and shat-
tered, he tired to put up a brave front before my incon-
solable mother. As I held him in my arms, he whispered,
“You are all that, I have I hope you are there when I go”.

December 25, 1977 : I could not fulfill my father’s
wishes. I go with my friend for a short trip, I had left
Nagpur three days ago. As I said goodbye to him, I
thought I saw reluctance in his eyes to let me go. He
died a peaceful death in the early hours of Christmas
Day and I was not there.

Mr. A.D. Mani left behind a rich legacy of thoughts
and deeds. As I pay tribute to him through this article I
am privileged to be his daughter and thank him for the
greatest gift he gave me. His date of birth. We were born
on the same day.
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Honurable Mahapandit Gopal Krishna
Gokhale’s Tour in South Africa

t. Gopal Krishna Gokhale
| was In a certain sense
§ maker of Mahatma Gandhi.
{ There can be no real history of
| Modem India without a respect-
ful reference to Gokhale. It is a
pity that most of the Indians
have forgotten Gokhale. But
without Gokhale and his distin-
guished service of Indian com-
munity we cannot tru];’r understand Indian Politics. In-
dian History and Indian Culture. His special role not only
in India but also even outside India must be remembered
today when we are going to celebrate the Centenary of
Servants of India Society founded by him. This institu-
tion is the living embodiment of his constructive genius.
We can compare this institution with Pt. Madan Mohan
Malviya’s Banaras Hindu University, Tagore’s Shanti
Niketan and Rama Krishna Paramhansa’s Rama Krishna
Mission. As these institutions are nationally and inter-
~ nationally renowned so is the case with Servants of In-
dia Society. Gokhale founded this Society to make India
an independent and progressive nation. Service of India
1s the motto of this great Institution. Its role has been
very large in the past and even today it is carrying on
Gokhale’s mission. According to American poet, thinker
and essayist- Emerson “an institution is the lengthened
shadow of one man”. I have no hesitation in stating this
fact that Servants of India Society is the lengthened
shadow of Mahapandit Hon. Gopal Krishna Gokhale.
We are planning to make India not only a prosperous,
scientific and enlightened nation but also a great leader
of the world in the 21* Century. At this juncture we have
no option but to follow his great principles of tolerance,

Shubha Dwivedi
Lecturer in English
MLNNIT

service, freedom and discipline. He was a tireless trav-
eler, thinker, speaker and statesman. In order to under-
stand Gokhale’s personality today I would like to quote
the following poetic lines :

Heights by great men reached and kept.

Were not attained in a sudden flight

But they while their companions slept.

Were toiling upwards in the night.

This brilliant son of our Bharatmata worked en-
thusiastically towards upliftment of India and Indian
community outside India. His tour in South Africa should
be taken as a part of his great mission. He was a mis-
sionary of National Freedom and his tour in South Af-
rica is of great historical value. It has given me the es-
sential key to open the lock of his mind, personality and
missionary zeal. Without taking his tour in South Africa
in consideration we cannot truly visualize the larger role
of Gokhale and his brainchild Servants of India Society.
Gokhale is still relevant and his Servants of India Soci-
ety is still relevant in 21* Century. We must look into
past in order to build a prosperous India. Govind Ranade,
Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Gokhale transformed Indian
politics. Mahadev Govind Ranade was a great political
economist and historian with clear-sighted vision. He
was fully alive to the regional economic imbalances of
India. Though his tone was moderate, yet he demanded
gradual replacement of Indian for British agency. Govind
Ranade gave a perfect training to Gopal Krishna Gokhale.
Gokhale imbibed the vision of Tilak and Ranade and
was influenced by their fierce attacks on the British rule.
Gokhale was a scholar politician like Ranade and Tilak
and he influenced the thought and actions of India and
abroad. He visited England several times and he visited
Africa two yeas before his death. He lived only for 49
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years but in these years he developed his own political
and social philosophy. To me he was more than a mortal
man. His achievements and dreams were extraordinary.
This is a great Indian achievement that Gandhiji came
to India and was inspired by Gokhale to come back to
Indian and serve Indian people. Gokhale advised
Gandhiji, to serve Indian people in his visit to South
Africa. Thus, Gokhale’s visit changed the course of In-
dian history. His intelligence and sharpness were extra
ordinary and his capacity to transform the course of In-
dian history and politics were extraordinary. Ranade
trained him to follow his vision and footsteps. Gokhale

made his philosophy very clear in these words, “we are-

at a stage of the country’s progress when our achieve-
ments are bound to be small and our disappointments
frequent and trying. It will, no doubt, be given to our
countrymen of future generation, to serve India by suc-
cesses” His visits to Africa and England were definitely
successes. He will go down in the pages of history as a
disciple of Ranade and political Guru of Mahatma
Gandhi. Gandhiji always called Gokhale his political
Guru and "Good’. In a foreword to Rt. Hon. Sastriar’s
speeches and writings entitled My Master Gokhale,
Gandhiji had said “I had and have no gifts which Gokhale
had and Sastriar had in luxurious abundance.” Gandhiji’s
forward foreword to the book My Master Gokhale is
not very long. But I am not quoting this ‘Foreward’ be-
cause of two reasons. Firstly, I am not focusing on
Gandhi-Sastriar controversy because of which Gandhi
could not become member of Servants of India Society,
despite his heart felt desire and Gokhale’s desire. The
members of Servants of India Society, Pune were not in
favour of Gandhi’s inclusion as a member of Servants
of India Society. The last para of this "Forward’ is worth
quoting, “It should be enough to find in them the trans-
parent sincerity and patriotism of the writer or shall I
say the biographer and the master.” Thus, Gandhi has
praised the transparency, honesty, ability, patriotism, tol-
erance and sincerity of Gokhale in a full throated voice.
Gandhi has been regarded as a “Man of The Millennium”.
Gokhale Gandhiji’s master, maker, and political Guru
must be occupying a higher position than Gandhi. The

historians of India and abroad have not evaluated
Gokhale in proper perspective. A leader like Gokhale is
not born daily. His scholarship and leadership were rare
and several visits to England and Africa cannot be for-
gotten. He was a torch-bearer, of total freedom, “Poorna
Swaraj”. .

Let us tumn the pages of history because Gokhale
was a historical figure and his visit to South Africa was
a historical importance. Very few people today can imag-
ine the great importance of Gokhale’s visit. It was in the
Indian National Congress held at Calcutta that he had
announced his visit to South Africa. His declaration was
praised by more than 7000 people who had assembled
there. They represented all creeds and classes of people
who came from every part of India. It is crystal clear
that people in India were aggrieved to know about the
great sufferings of Indians in Africa. I should rather call
them Indian Africans as Indians in America are known
as Indian Americans or Asian Americans. Indians in
Africa were suffering acutely and intensely and it was
thought in India that Pt. Gopal Krishna Gokhale should
go to Africa to protect their honour as a saviour. Gokhale
was welcomed as a brilliant, honest and responsible poli-
tician who had come to Africa to help Indians and also
the African Govt. Shelley has said “If winter comes can
spring be far behind?”. If Indians in Africa suffered
because of the policy of apartheid, Gokhale could not
remain in India as a mute spectator. Everybody felt a
feeling of great relief that Gokhale had at last arrived in
Affica. It is a long tale and it cannot be summarized in a
short space of my essay. Whatever he did, thought, wrote
and planned was felt intensely by the Govt. and the
masses. In one sentence I can say that his African visit
adds a chapter to Indian history and World history. To
me it was as tempestuous as Tsunami waves. It was both
destructive and constructive like Shelley’s “West Wind”.
Gokhale’s visit destroyed the fear, loneliness, helpless-
ness, anguish and exploitation of the Indians. Indians in
Africa became fearless after Gokhale’s visit to South
Africa and Servants of India Society became an interna-
tionally known Society through Gokhale’s memorable
speeches. Gokhale’s visit helped in advocating the cause
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of the Indians living in Africa. His farewell speech at
Pretoria must be remembered today, To my own coun-
trymen resident in this land, my parting appeal is always
remember that your future is largely in your hands. You
have by no means, an easy position here, and it is pos-
sible that it may grow even worse. But whatever hap-
pens, do not lose faith or give way to despair”. Gokhale’s
words are mantric and are full of relevance even today.
The problems of Gokhale’s lines have not vanished to-
tally from our midst. This is the great relevance of Hon.
Gopal Krishna Gokhale and his Servants of India Soci-
ety in our times. I am happy to be associated with the
Society. We would not forget these words of Gokhale,
“Do not waste your time in writing a biography or set-
ting up statues but pour your soul in the service of In-
dia”. How may contemporary leaders will gladly follow
Gokhale ? Have not our leaders failed in pouring their
souls in the service of India ? I would like to conclude
this essay with the following words of Gandhi’s tribute
to Gokhale, “Gokhale seemed to me all I wanted a po-
litical worker, pure as a crystal, gentle as a lamb, brave
as a lion and chivalorous to a fault. He was and remains
for me, the most perfect man in the political field.”
Gokhale was a brilliant teacher, ideal man, powerful
thinker, a servant, a sage, an honest soul, a great writer,
orator, activist and thinker. It is a pity that he did not
live long. But his historical actions and speeches will

always guide us and his brainchild Servants of India
Society will always remind us of our beloved leader. 1
would like to conclude this essay with the following lines
of my poem :

Gopal Krishna Gokhale

Your attitude had been perfectly reasonable.
You were noble and honourable.
As a leader you opposed all evil and ignoble.
You were friend of Indian masses who always
Jound you admirable.
You had gone to Africa as Ambassador of the East.
And asked Indians in Africa to show self-respect.
‘Self-discipline is necessary for human survival’
You had said
They must show their best, They must show their
best,
You fully, freely and frankly solved their difficul-
ties.
Your charismatic personality and sincerity were
felt by all.
You influenced the African Govt. to a great de-
gree.
And said ‘Indians were brave and honest, and not
a doll.
You succeeded in arousing the better mind of South
Africa.
And warned Indians against false hope during
Your visit in South Africa.

Bavwa Road, Bazpur (U.S. Nagar)
Phone No : 282189
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Mr. R.V. Neve — WORK IN TAPOVAN

Vidarbh Mahrogi Seva Mandal is in Amaravati
District, Maharashtra. The Institute has 8 centres, 1400
acres agricultural land and near about 1500 patients i.e.
Inmates.

Mr. R.V. Neve, Member of the Society worked
for those patients in the Ashram. Patient’s lodging, board-
ing, treatment etc. was looked after by Mr. R.V. Neve.

Children of the leprosy patients were segregated
and sent to remand homes in Maharashtra Mr. R.V. Neve
started and run Gokhale Vidyarthigrih in Tapovan for
them.

Convicts who suffered from leprosy in Jail were
sent to Tapovan by Maharashtra Govt. Mr. R V. Neve
was running and managing open jail for them in Tapovan,

Mr. R.V. Neve started a handloom unit for lep-
rosy patients in the Ashram. He provided them gainful
work.

Mr. R.V. Neve arranged and performed marriages
of cured leprosy patients and rehabilitated them near
Tapovan Ashram.

Mr. R.V. Neve could provided small business to
cured leprosy patients with help of the State Bank of
India, Amravati.
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“The Mohamedons have themselves become
Hinduized and have been brought into the meshes of
Caste.”

(Rev. Sherring in “*Castes and Tribes of India.")
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17 AT, 1887 W aftyerrg
TS o RTTTeR T e
3 Tepett fear wEwr A & ST
1924 ¥ T =1 feult wre &Y 31K
HIIAET H FRleAd W FHT 2|
FO 9T % I & Tl o1,
J HHTS Jal, AGTHRE, T,
| s o A wfafafid §
YAt wishaar ], 0 @ 99 fea
¥ OIS i 0 U WiAfg T ArkiEar % HiuE
A9 Fgd g, T 1929 § ‘waveH o 3fvsar drget’ &
A 95ed 94 fad ™)

A W1 o HE AT % 9§ IR qUEAE
ANTEH < gL Ieararg faean s foran fetes omas fae’
TR & Wehedl, ‘fae g efiem ¥as 99’ & uE,
SFeT Shifael-31T% Tee THAT (FETH W) 3 3 oy,
INEAR—3UST HHRE ATF WY 9’ 3 firee 3w afdy’
HETE & off Sureme v o afmdar 3 gl e %
faee foam

st THo 3o Akt I Al T UK W % g
Tl sl T | Grand Papa Gandhi's Story, “Dr. M.G.
Ranade', “Dr. Annie Besant', “Tribes of India', "What is
Inians Scouting' 3cAIE TEIh! <l TaAT o |IY & WY 3=
*Jawahar Lal Nehru's Letters to his Daughter' <1 ‘affet
AqETE, W AEE gfAafaet & arazewn | wftafe foaan @,
Eakc kel

YT o, feramdt, feg Waw ww

S 1978 T ‘TeAva™ 3% 3fvsar WrERd’ & 9o g1
T Afbh |ihAT & WY IRA Y 36 TEH BUeT Hi Fal
A T o dehetmT 7 30 fegmat 1985 F 39T IR @M
feam HramEdt & sremn iR A % Jaw w9 F @& W,
TR i SE, 3T F o TR §
ST 7, 3% TR WS T fea, |l § I wrdanre
e T wwm

fafvm d@esl 7 37 fem W s awd afa &
3% e srgifa aiffa = STt 9g-emard Jansit =
IeeT@ T T F€ W aiika fohan ma—" With the exit of
Mr. S.R. Venkatraman, President of the Servants of India
Society the last link with Gokhale-Shastri tradition in pub-
lic life and social work in Madras is snapped”. T& & e’
T FUER 9 7 A A W gg fooolt g @
“Informed patriotism and unostentatious service with a
sense of duty, were the hall mark of the lite and career of
Mr. Venkatraman, who had the rare opportunity of being
an understudy of the Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivas Shastri and later
of Pandit H.N. Kunjru".

Ad & ITUPYLA off Mo Fehetda T Agiafa 9w o
Hﬁmmm BT shal— "It is with great sorrow that
I hve learnt of the sad demise of Shri S.R. Venkat Raman. |
had the good fortune of knowing him for five decades. His
self abnegation, sincerity and total dedication in the best
traditions of the Servants of India Society will for ever be
model of selfless service".
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Gokhale : Blaze that Pioneered the
Indian Freedom Movement

“Gokhale seemed to me
all, I wanted, a political worker,
pure as crystal, gentle as a
lamb, brave as a lion and chiv-
alrous to a fault; “Gandhiji said
of Gokhale, these memorable
words, whom he chosen as his
political guru. Lokamanya
Tilak wrote, on Gokhale, in
“Kesari” on 23" Febraury,
1915 “better born out in a short lived blaze than be smoul-
dering for ever so long”. These words are singularly ap-
propriate to Gokhale’s life and career. Really that was a
brillant, short-lived blaze, which was lighted on the
Wednesday evening of 9" May, 1866 in a poor family of
katluk wvillage in Ratnagini district of Maharashtra, the
state which has given birth to many glories like
Lokmanya Tilak, Chhatrapati Shivaji, Justice M.G.
Ranade, Agarkar, Chiplunkar, NM Joshi etc. Gokhale’s
father Krishna Rao and mother Satyabhama had made
the childhood of their son, strong both physically and
mentally, which helped him, in glorifying his name on
the earth.

Gopalkrishna Gokhale received his Primary edu-
cation at Kaga, did Matriculation in Rajaram High School
in 1881. He had his first B.A. from Deccan College and
Final B.A. from Elphinston College Bombay in 1884.
He however dazzled his teachers and fellow students by
his tentative memory, which many of them legitimately
envied. He had a great ambition of becoming a lawyer,
which led him to join the law course in Deccan College.
He got offer for teachership in New English School,
Poona in 1885. The main aim of the school was to im-
part rational, patriotic and dynamic knowledge to the

GANGADHAR SAHOO

Member,

Servants of India Society

Choudwar, Cuttack, Orrisa

youth, conducive to India’s regeneration, which affected

Gokhale’s thought much and he, readily accepted to join

it. In the year 1884 the Deccan Education Society was

formed. The establishment of Deccan Education Soci-

ety opened a new chapter in Gokhale’s life. He was ad-

mitted as the life member of Deccan Education Society

in June, 1886. The members of Deccan Education Soci-

ety established Forgussion College in the year 1885 and

as a devoted founder life member he rendered his ser-

vices by teaching Mathematics, English, Political Eco-

nomics in the College. For this varietibility he was often

addressed as professor to order and considered as a
teacher of exceptional merit and real caliber.

At the early age of 20, Gokhale came in close con-
tact with that master mind of the late 19" Century,
Mahadeo Govind Ranade. He brought Gokhale in to
Sarvojanik Sava and in 1888 Gokhale became the
honourary Secretary of the Sava. With able guidance of
Ranade he established the Deccan Sava at Poona in keep-
ing with their primary maxims-political social and eco-
nomic. Gokhale served as the secretary of Deccan Sava
for five years. Justice Ranade made Gokhale, as we know
him. He joined the Indian National Congress in the year
1889. His speeches, in the Congress Councils were so
nice plain and stern that those were unanimously
hailed and many political prophets were calling him as
future Prime Minister. He was, also, chosen as the
president of 1905 Banaras Cognress Session. That was,
indeed, the highest that a non-official Indian could at-
tain.

Gokhale was elected to the senate of the Univer-
sity of Bombay in 1895 and continued as a member till
his death. In 1907, in his budget speech, he pleaded for
free primary education and constitutional reforms. His
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visit to England in 1908, was mainly in connection with
the question of the introduction of constitutional reforms
in India.

He had, in the course of his public life, repeatedly
expressed the opinion that the people of India had reached
a stage in the political progress of the country, which
required more methodological and continuous work for
its further advance. Taking into the consideration of the
work for the public in order to strengthen the people both
literally and morally he started The Servants of India
Society on 12 June, 1905. The preamble of the Society’s
constitution clearly stated that through this society a suf-
ficient number of Indians must come forward to devote
themselves to the cause in which religious work is un-
dertaken. Public work must be spiritualized. The object
of the society was to train national missionaries for the
service of India. The main duties of the members were
to percept intense love for country among the people
and promote goodwill and co-operation between differ-
ent communities. Leading personalities of the society
were Srinivas Sastri, Thakkar Bapa, N.M. Joshi, GK.
Deodhar, H.N. Kunzru, Kodand Rao, S.G. Vaze, K.G.
Limaye and Bakhale, of whom, our country is
proud. '

In the year 1896, Gandhiji met Gokhale. On the
first meeting, Gandhiji became his admirer and accepted
him as his “Political Guru”. His intellectual political
thgouht and ideal political action drew Gandhiji to be
his admirer. He became the shining exemplar of the ethi-
cal and moral traditions of his master. Recalling his
meeting with Gokhale Gandhiji wrote in the “Young
India” on July 13, 1921. he was and remains for me the
most perfect man on the political field. Every word of
Gokhale glowed with tender feeling, truthfulness and
patriotism, I believe he had the capacity cheerfully, to
mount the gallows for the country’s sake if necessary”.
Gandhiji said of him that Gokhale taught me that the
dream of every Indian who claims to love his country
should be not to glorify the country in language but to
spritualize its political life and institutions. He inspired

my life and still inspiring in that I wish to purify myself
and spiritualize myself,

Gokhale joined the congress movement right from
the beginning. He attended almost all the congress ses-
sions held in Bombay in the year 1904. He was among
the pioneers of the Independence Movement. As early
as 1907, he declared. I want our people to be in their
own country what other people are in their’s” “If more
and more people modeled themselves on Gokhale, the
future of the country would indeed, be very bright; Said
Shri Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar Maharaja of Mysore, high-
lighting Gokhale on a special occaston.

Gokhale loved his country so profoundly and pas-
sionately that once he had arrived after deep thought, at
any conclusion he could not be turned away from it by
consideration of popularity. His main aims were India
should be governed in the interest of Indians, themselves
and that, in course of time, a form of Govt. should be
setup in this country, similarly to what exists in the self
govemning colonies of British Empire. He wanted, India,
to take her proper place among the great nations of world,
politically, industrially, in religion, in literature, in sci-
ence and in arts. To achieve freedom of India, Gokhale
strongly felt that the method to be employed should be
that of constitutional agitation. His idea of constitutional
agitation was much broader than that of other Indian lead-
ers.

Thus working throughout the life under various
hardships and sacrificing every minutes for the common
mass, the great servant of India, having remained the
members of the society, of the vow of ceaseless and self-
less service, passed away on 19" of February, 1915. He
had not a touch of selfish interest in him. He saw every-
where his country and his people whom he served. Noth-
ing could move him away from his sense of deep devo-
tion to these sacred objects. He gave a lot to India in an
age when public life was offered no reward. He kept the
torch burning, that is for us to add to its splendour. We,
his followers must try to outstrip, even him, the great
master,

(61)



IOt Yo 91 Ud Tatiad al I<aridel
wd Il [dam PR

o HHCT
irer BT (Tt )
ESIHMEICRERIESIER]

EFHT”Q%&W : ThY SIS <Rl M0 STUE h A0 TAEEAT

IR F G 12 e ;

STSTfaal ARd TR g A Ea L e, e 1. WSS 1,787

g st R g2 n o 2 R 920

| SeTfrar e o T g I W, T 3. . 2,668

T TS & o SIS @G- 4. TMEX 7,191

W, e, TR, A . <A 7.308

Ui adl fasHR Sadl | . N 3.275

forardt 73 1 ad 1991 ¥ SO & SISIG 4.079

o TTAR TR (T T AT 1) Fol SHEAT 78,030 21 8. St 807
A Srsfaal a4 1967 § Sggfsm Seenfa =faq T, 9. aferar 4,133
fSTEeh 39U U9 WThR T AT FhT GRT $4eh [t 10. I 3,129
ferahrer i fefo s e & ienfere ot 72 1 9 1. SRR (=) 12,615
IRl ¥ 3 HMEeh Td AR & o o g3 7 71 12, TSR 6,373
T e R @ ¥ enf W 3 fere g @ wenfe \ 13. |9E 93,744
P e N A it W LT L 2,620
1 BT TEd U ISaTe shi 3TEvdehl 8 | 98 g¢ ufiied 2. e 2,060
T gk fau denfad hishd Sienta foashma afEd=m, ome 3. TR 3,540
ferear aftdrstn wen fa@dt e areft sHefa i 4. STl (<feref) 7,381
W TY A ¥ AN R ARl 1 3HG WIY-HiY 5. HH¥Z 46,085
SrSTfaat ¥ SeeRdl W ¥ GTRR §F & T wfos 3, Hg by Rl 18,267
I R R e T 1. e 460
31 ST o i 8 e A R e e o T 589
2, T W Y i | foaam w33 1 favasdd 2 s 2. HITHR 14,470
2. TTed ® Toh U, (Rt <k aAfafter <8 3779 Sfaat 5 AT L. U 9,553

i o 35 e ol ol ) A B P L W 13.800
€, 1 WA W g ad 2002 H S{Efead St s s ;_gﬁ L. HR .. 571
N NN A S S S 1. = (S 1,956
F T H A ww of | 9 1991 ST S STIER . 2, S i
T A SHAEET 302785 € SAUCAR ¥ SHASIqA! i i . 7,067

AT o AR e 3 LUERE

k. HO 1. wEmg 28,856

(62)



2. SeREE 15,227
3, qE 6,153
4. FmEER 3,334
5. e 2,601
6. I el # fer@tgw 21,769
1

. faeEk 1,875
HA =T 3,80,815

AW o erh A 3 foram e et s g
wifedt # & sifbepier Senfaal 9F9E, wfvag, SR @
wteh S F =l g §1 T onid e Ay Rufy
I B T 81 srgafaa s &% vl F @Y ¥ wRw
TSIl & G 3 anfed 9 O fora anl # =ifed werEm
e T HO 5 R, R o o onfde, et
& Hfere 3t o @ fred gu ) werd & fram =
3 TR T W S 3 fer v o Y wgf s
& 81 3@ & O ¥ fow et f Syersa T @ e d
ST 36 BIEA e &) ditfiva §) 9eeR i} e W 9 W
¥ gehr Tiftra AR freren €, el g o0 w1 9w oft oy
FUY A R =T @] TR FR E = el € R
T €, N TeF e I € W SIS i § o
[ E et A A Al N e § @ v ¥ aun gt
¥ 7 Ao ¥ e FHAT W@E ¥ i At § 3
fere sl Henford =t Teh ¥, 9 TEH W9 T ST
WIS SET e % aUer TaT 81 oS ot e st
TS 2-§2, -G WS @ TRA A TR DR
JFai § frama @ §1 w9 3 afaftes Tiie w T ey
wiferar s o Wt % fer 47 3 S9e weTeS, fageTR,
AR wdl 3 fawdt gf €, T < o o 2
T fAT o 3! T STl % STRY A Yenfaa
F F ATIFA B

a<a g eRied § sTggfaa seenfa % w9 § stfafia
B % I 37 FoaT 'TRa E @ % A=t A e
¥ ¥ daiee @ 99, 31 | ¥9F w9 § famr w0 @)
STl 2 | 75 fau 3a A ¥ T A 9 weie anfes
wdmatell, @ico® der, frenfad], Siuratett @ srenfadi
¥ whafifdl & frar-farst a ®ryg sEvasa & J189
TREARE! T ST fara wrart A AR w F
it amy i S T e WS w6 e O A S

2. TEN

fede—sm o &% <hnf-gef ol Ay # e

. S SN ST S g it , T W R P

T A T A e A N W, frei, S,
FEETEIE o iy Svel o farad g 41 e s a g
T A WG | A-U ¢ 3l @ wmfn g R A
a1 ¢ oo gu €1 59 & 9 10 = Srehval S srfed
Sifes <! e # off, s wrenfa wifta & T W gwi @
TR B1g fear T 31 e Sy e Rl 9 e E
QTS §8 Srqafere SR St F g 1o watio g
o HIHmAL I BRATaE fRar S iR o v 98 WhR ol
T B ® e St % e ¢ Senft % anm fal
TR T W i ATGTIRD 1 TH W I T 7 TER
T Tfeas ST 1wl gl w1 =i

AR
Foierer 3 o, o, Wfen, Srad, ot senfaat
frara e §1 T 1991 % T ¥ STTER T SEEn
frread—
HoWo LR EUGE
1. e

A AT
1,18,518
42,027
23,410
64,948

qfean

T
st 494
i 2,49,397

TSt W o SAeneral R SR BT Sy St
¥ vy ¥ stfafa Fwh §) 57 St & faeg ¥ Wi
TR R Forrer ot 3 wrer wfererer smeme Wt fad =i werEan
I9esg F T 31 3 Aot freleg F Tt sl
T T, BRI Sl S arafad fRar < @
21 Tt St frekrg w e wedl # 9R-9R gl
(Fwdrze) # farad g €1 oo 3 g Sriem @ 600
2 T il @ vl Ry o i <3ig 31 g
SN IUHE TR, [T T TR F79 % Wi 47 §
frama wh &1 2 A onfds @ amfe 3t 3 fed ge )
Fud féR TR & O, TR, FEIR @ TR fam
vl ¥ e w9 Y e A 9l g et % fag o
THR o TeqH | Ghigra st faerre afEermrd danfea
1 i o A F T W TR T A F Swia

odl el Mg

(63)



forma al & SFenfidl % I ¥ TRER=TE FEbwE &
fuflea e faoe gt wrlwn € d=fem Y
3| 3ot weR R %) Afear Swnf an 3EeA SHuE
Srrard st T wHel Suel 3 THiw St faewr
ofEerr waferm = R, S e § T S
FaF # 1 Al ¥ g T v ety % R w
T eIt frar @ 2 '
fam ouf ¥ denfem = T e Sonfa o
Rl @ o1 famnra feranil gro o wrdswnlAermei
{37 Sl F At fean war @) serenfadl F o
TEH T R e e g s v R T e,

TTH T Ui § arufq W % WS F IR @M I
ST 21 TS 0 h, S SR we & e se
ST ¥ et Ud o o gt s & # ifear seefa
¥ wu Tare w0 T FHER (AR, g3, T, ST $f)
i “Aifear ' Fa o 2, Rofy s g T g 2
A, Tt O S e oie Sefedl § W8 w6 w6
Tuftr oiraa o= il & T3 31 7o forg fadn whrdsemt
FfeRd O T ST & | S § Seetadl o ATl
¥ G TTe gl Iau uftie § g & = W Al
Al 3 WifiTeRar X fa=ir foran ST siavas Wi g
2

T HHR THereT STeT-<rernt

. YU SR, UTferEreRet (TR S )
TaehaT W% GeRT g, HerhT, o1 99 & 3TeT U@
wraet (Tafusr g ) o oteh T Feat fashar
FIRTHAT 29T i

3TOATA SISt A0S
TARIS, arifadarehar ( A=y i)
Tarehar S eRiet ok s{ieT, Wesil Ue oI ey
FIHHTHAT I diga
&S T 3tmater

(64)



“I"Ke ma\n wilh a Uision and
mlSSiOh-Gopal Hr‘iskna Gokbale

ccording to the “Grand Old

Man of India” — Dadabhai
Naoroji : “Gokhale was one of
the noblest and the best work-
ers and his patriotism was of the
highest and the noblest type.”
. Once a bitter critic of Gokhale,
Bal Gangadhar Tilak com-
& mented : “He was a diamond of
; India, the jewel of Maharashtra
and the prince of workers.”

Gokhale was born on 9" May in 1866 at Katluk in
Chiplun Taluk, Ratnagiri District of Maharashtra in a
poverty stricken Brahmin family who lost his father and
mother in his childhood, can very well be compared with
Shri Iswar Chandra Bidyasagar of Bengal and Sri
Gopalbandhu Dash of Orissa for whom poverty was no
bar to give expression to their hidden talents. I need not
elaborate how these dignitaries had to use the street lamps
as a substitute for their mid-night oil which they could
not provide for their studies. A quality gifted by God
never gets lost.

After completing his higher study Mr. Gokhale
started his carrier as a teacher first in a school and then
in a prestigious college like the Fergusson College where
he found for himself a true teacher in Justice Ranade.
He joined in Deccan Education Society in 1886 and put
the foundation stone of his carrier in public life and as-
sociated with many associations like Sarvajanik Seva
Trust and Servants of India Society. Through these and
other Societies Mr. Gokhale strived to create true Karma
Yogi and selfless social workers having love for the
people. He was not emotional but devotional, devotion

Damodar Sahoo

Senior Member

Servants of India Society

to Country’s upliftment, devotion to the welfare of his

Countrymen. He always used constitutional means to

achieve his aims in defence of people of India. When

the British ruler brought the Toll Tax, Gokhale was the

first man to raise his voice against it, because it effected

the poor people adversely. As a result due to his untiring

effort the Toll Tax was reduced to a nominal. He was

elected General Secretary of the Indian National Con-

gress in 1897. Earlier Gokhale had served as the Joint
Secretary of National Congress in 1895.

He also took part in the deliberation of the Con-
gress of Bombay in 1889, in Calcutta 1890 and in
Allahabad in 1892. He was leading the moderate section
of the Congress. He was cool and many of his ideolo-
gies were reflected in the freedom movement f Mahatma
Gandhi. According to him political work was not to be
entrusted to the arm-chair Politicians. It has to be car-
ried on effectively by dedicated and selfless men who
were to be trained and with this view he founded the
Servants of India Society in 1905. His policy of peace-
ful means, sincerity, dedication to the nation, patriotism
and commitment to the cause of the people and above
all his concept of Ahimsa really inspired Gandhiji. He
was fearless in expressing when he thought to be proper
for the Indian people. His performance as a member of
the Bombay Legislative Council and then Imperial Leg-
islative Council should be a guide on a present day ones.
He was responsible for many legislations involving so-
cial and economic reform. Mahatma Gandhi, our father
of the nation regarded him as his political Guru and ac-
knowledged as among the earliest pioneers of the Inde-
pendence Movement. In a tribute to Gokhale after his
demise Gandhiji said “I have declared myself his dis-
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ciple in the political field and I have him as my Raj-
Guru and this I claim on behalf of the Indian people. It
was in 1896 that I made this declaration and I do not
regret having made the choice.”

In his presidential address to the Congress held in
Banaras in 1905, Mr. Gokhale observed : “The goal of
Congress is that India should be governed in the interest
of Indians themselves. In an oft-quoted speech deliv-
ered in Allahabad in 1907. Mr. Gokhale said : I want
India to take her proper place among the great nations of
the World, politically, Industrially, in religion, in litera-
ture, in Science and in arts.” It is for all of us to visualize

the prevailing situation mainly in the field of degenera--

tion of Social life. Gokhale belief in laying down
and following codes of conduct in every sphere of
life and Society. It is however left to our colleagues
and the persons engaged in the field of social welfare
to read and understand the guide line laid down by
the founder and predecessors of the Servants of India
Society.

The sooner our present day leaders and social
activists accord to Mr. Gokhale his pre-eminent place
in the making of free India and honour this first
proponent of moral values in public life,, the sooner
shall we redeem our pledge to our country and our
people.

Symasundar Misra,

Late President,
Servants of India Society
Shri S.8. Misra, the then President of the Servants
of India Society was bom on 1909 in the district of
Ganjam of Orissa state. Completed higher education
M.A. under Patna University both in Economics and
Political Science, joined the Servants of India Society
as a life member in 1936. He had succeeded late S.R.

Venkataraman as President in the year 1986. He was a
colleague of such eminent stalwarts like Pandit IL.N.
Kunzru, Thakkar Bapa, Right Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri,
Mr. N.M. Joshi, Mr. Dinkar Desai, Mr. A.D. Mani, L.N.
Sahu, R.S. Misra and top leaders of Orissa. He had also
played a leading part in public life of Orissa mostly re-
garded as a great intellectual of the state. In 1952 he
availed a fellowship from United Nations to study on
the women and Child welfare activities in U.S.A. He
was a scholar and a public spokesman with daring na-
ture. As a whole the entire life of Mishraji was devoted
and dedicated to the service of suffering millions of the
Society. H passed away in the year 1993.

Padmashree Laxminarayan
Sahu

3.10.1890 - 18.1.9163

Late Lemented L.N. Sahu was bomn on Thursday,
October 3, 1890 in the District of Balasore of Orissa
state. He completed MLA. in 5 subjects, started his car-
rier as a teacher in the Mission School of Cuttack in the
year 1912. Joined Servants of India Society as the life
member in June 1917 as the first member from Orissa.
He worked with Right Honourable Sriniwas Sastri, Pandit
Hrudaynath Kunzru, Pandit Madanmohan Malviya,

- Pandit Motilal Nehru, C.Y. Chintamani, N.M. Joshi,

Deodhar & Thakkar Bapa, A tireless renowned social
worker Laximinarayan was a fearless soul. He was
founder of first oriya Co-operative Society in 1918,
Choudwar Rural reconstruction Centre in 1927,
Rayagada Centre in 1938 of the Servants of India Soci-
ety. His life was crowded with achievements. He edited
3 journals, written hundreds of books in Hindi, Bengali,
English & Oriya. He died at Deulasahi, Cuttack on Janu-
ary, 18, 1963.
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AMRIT LAL THAKKAR

By Late Shri H. N. KUNZRU

hen Shri Amritlal Thakkar or Thakkar Bapa as he is

now known throughout the country joined the Ser-
vants of India Society in 1914, some of the members in-
cluding myself doubted Mr. Gokhale's wisdom in admit-
ting him into the Society at the age of 45. We were afraid
that he might not be found physically fit for the active life
that members of the Society were expected to lead, But
experience soon set our fears at rest. We found that his ca-
pacity for hard outdoor work exceeded that of the younger
members. His simplicity, devotion to duty and his absorp-
tion in his work won our whole-hearted admiration and
made us regard him as an acquisition to the Society.'Mr.
Gokhale writing in 1914 to Mr. Srinivasa Sastri, who was
not sure that the admission of Thakkar Bapa would be in
the interest of the Servants of India Society, expressed his
confidence that “both (Dr. Deva and Thakkar) will live in
the work of the Society'. Thakkar Bapa has fully justified
Mr. Gokhale's confidence. He truly lives in the work of the
Society.

His capacity for sustained work has been one of his
distinguishing characterstics all his life. Hard work never
tires him. He may spend a whole day in the study of
uninspiring details and yet feel fresh and cheerful in the
evening,. It has been a source of wonder to me ever since I
came to know him, that he needs no recreation'. As Ma-
hatma Gandhi once said, ‘his work is his sole satisfaction
recreation.' A life of ceaseless activity is not merely a sa-
cred duty but also a joy to him. Even now when his health
has greatly deteriorated owing to his refusal to take rest,
even after a prolonged illness, he works the whole day and
undertakes pretty strenuous tours. Nothing makes him so
uneasy as rest. He regards rest almost as a kind of self-
indulgence. The monitor in him is an exceptionally stern
taskmaster.

The secret of cheerfulness and energy seems to me
to lie in his unwavering faith in the direction of the world
by a Divine power. Though he never talks of his innermost
beliefs he has a quiet but firm belief that we are all guided
by a beneficent power. He has often said to his friends when
they have reminded him that he is neither young nor strong
and impressed on him the need for being more merciful to
himself, that if God considered his work of any value He
would give him the strength to continue it. He has often
said this jocularly, but I think that this is what he really
believes and what makes him unmindful of the need for
husbanding his strength.

Thakkar Bapa is a great optimist. He always looks
at the bright side of things. He feels that honest work is
bound to be rewarded with success. Though things may
look dark for a while, he had no doubt that unless we lose
faith in ourselves, victory is bound to attend our efforts.
His God is a good God who will not allow honesty of pur-
pose and persevrance to end in failure.

Thakkar Bapa has worked in many fields but gener-
ally speaking it can be said of him that the main object of
his activities was to serve the humblest classes of our popu-
lation. He has earned for himself a name as a great social
worker throughout the country, but he is specially known
for the part that he has played in connection with the move-
ments for the removal of untouchability and the develop-
ment and welfare of the aborigines. Few people have stud-
ied the problems relating to the Harijans and other back-
ward classes, the tribal people and the criminal tribes as
carefully and acquired such intimate practical knowledge
of their needs as Thakkar Bapa. This enables him, perhaps,
to take a wider view than others of the problems concemn-
ing the amelioration of the lot of the suppressed classess
who have been suffering for centuries from injustice, ne-
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glect or ignorance. As General Secretary of the Harijan
Sevak Sangh he has rendered an inestimable service to the
Harijan cause all over India during the last seventeen years.
1 doubt whether there is any part of India that he has not
visited over and over again in connection with the discharge
of his heavy responsibilities. His extensive tours lasting
for weeks and sometimes for months during which he in-
variably travelled in the third class till he was nearly 76
years old, would have taxed the energy of much younger
men, but his moral enthusiasm for the cause that he had
taken up enabled him to bear the strain for a long time with-
out any injury to his health. His aim has been not merely to
promote the educational and material welfare of the de-
pressed classes but also to make the higher castes conscious
of the duty that they owe to those whom their callousness
has reduced to a condition that is a standing disgrace to the
country. Progress in such a task cannot be very rapid but he
has done more than what one man can to rouse their con-
science and make them realize how great an obstacle their
attitude is to national unity. )
Till the discussions in the London Round Table Con-
ference revealed the importance of the Tribal problem and
its bearing on our demand for national freedom, few people
even among the educated Indians were aware of it. Perhaps
even ten years ago not many educated persons knew either
the nature or the extent of the problem. For years there
have existed in the country associations established with
the object of promoting the well-being of the Harijans, but
till recently except for the foreign Christian mission there
was no association working for the moral and material
welfare of the aborigines. 'E‘he welcome change that has
come over the country in this respect is mainly due to the
work done during the last few years under Thakkar Bapa's
leadership. He started the Bhil Seva Mandal at Dahod
(Guijrat) as far back as 1923, He lived among them for ten
years and showed by his magnificent work how their con-
fidence could be gained and what methods should be fol-
lowed to spread education among their youths and to build
up their character. Till the other day the view propagated

by the missionary workers and accepted by the Provincial
Governments was that their separate existence should be
maintained almost for ever. It was thought that it would be
a great injustice to them to make an active effort to change
their customs and manners and that their evolution should
not lead to a destruction of the distinctive features of Tribal
Society. This view was vigorously combated by Thakkar
Bapa who held that the aim of our Tribal policy should be
to bring about their integration with the rest of the popula-
tion. He did not want to force the pace of Tribal people and
create a feeling of fear and despair among them. He was
éntirely in favour of bringing about changes gradually so
that new ideas might become part of their inner lives. But
he had no doubt that our ultimate object should be their
complete assimilation to the more advanced people among
whom they are living. That hi$ View has come to prevail, is
an achievement of which he might well be proud.

In every work undertaken by him Thakkar Bapa has
shown an unusual ability to make use of the available re-
sources. His zeal for his work and intense sympathy with,
those whom he tried to serve enabled him to discover local
talent and utilise it to the fullest exient possible. Whether
working for the depressed classes or the aborigines, it has
been his policy to find men among them who would act as
leaders among their own people. He has patiently trained
his colleagues and by his genuine simplicity of heart and
faith in his own work won their affection and inspired them
with zea! for the service of the humble and the downtrod-
den bretheren.

He is to-day a beacon light to social workers all over
the country. He completed the Bibilical span of life ten years
ago but we rejoice that he is still young in spirit and an
ardent ‘servant of India’. He has earned the right to take
rest but rest he never thinks of. He is as ready to shoulder
new burdens and as eager to find new ways of serving those
who are unable to look after themselves as he was thirty-
five years ago. His colleagues and millions all over the coun-
try pray that he may be spared for many years to come to
serve the great causes that he has made his own.
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Human Rights and Social Solidarity
With Special reference to Women

; H uman rights are the indis-

pensable primary require-
ments of all human beings. But
they have been most vulnerable
through the ages in all parts of
the world because the greatest
enemy of a man is no other else
but a man. His primordial in-
stincts-selfishness and benevo-
lence-as the great philosopher
Rousseau told us and so did the great poet Tulsidas in
Sunderkand of Ram Charita Manas, have governed him
all through the past centuries but it is the former 1.e. self-
ishness which has caused untold agony and sorrow to
the later i.e. benevolence. Infact violations of human
rights is as old as the coming into existence of social
groups of human beings is, because it is a human group
wherein one violates the rights of another man. As re-
quirements of all human beings are almost same and re-
sources are gradually declining, the resultant clash of
interests among them is inevitable. Hence arises the ques-
tion of rights for human beings in order to secure and
protect his or her basic needs from the onslaughts of the
other human beings. Naturally the notion of rights got
attached, as civilizations advanced, with human beings
to define those fundamental needs-like, food, water, air,
shelter-as integral needs of a human personality. They
are held by all human beings and cannot be renounced
or forfeited under any circumstances. This realization
among all human beings is the sine-qua-non for their
social groups to survive. Since a man by nature is not a
complete whole and depends on other human beings for
his needs, his interaction with others and resultant so-
cial formations are bound to take place.

Dr. Sudhanshu Tripathi
Sr. Lecturer Pol. Science
M.D.P.G. College, Pratapgarh (U.P.).

Thus a man is an individual as well as a social
being. He needs the company of fellow human beings
because he cannot be his own natural self in solitude.
His natural self primary demands economic and racial
needs which get fulfilled only in a social group. So at
one stage or the other of the evolutionary process of hu-
man species, man started living in groups. In all areas of
the world and in all eras, they must have, implicitly or
explicitly, in legal terms or social terms, defining the
rights and obligations of the individuals, particularly the
nature of socially acceptable claims and the restrictions
imposed by the need of maintaining the social order. Here
the question of solidarity arises because it is the pivot on
which the entire gamut of harmonious social relations
rests and revolves. No human group can survive in the
absence of mutual understanding, harmony, spirit of shar-
ing and caring etc. all defining brother hood and social
solidarity. One must not forget that force, fear or terror
can only be a temporary device for binding and main-
taining a human organization. the basic and everlasting
device is love, sympathy, piety-all at the root of unity
and solidarity. Nature has exclusively bestowed these
qualities to women, though men are not an exception, as
she has the capacity to procreate a child where upon she
showers her all selfless, passion-less love and affection,
thereby lays the foundation of affection and solidarity in
a family which is the real basis of any state society as
Aristotle had opined. That is why the role of women
with regard to social solidarity becomes
very important because a mother plays the founding
role in human personality. As childhood traits, mostly
given by mother, go lifelong in any human being the
future shape of social solidarity will be determined ac-
cordingly.
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The origin of modem concept of human rights can

be traced from the dawn of civilization when human
beings started living in groups. The term human rights it
self indicates its very nature and source. This term point
out to those fundamental requirements of human per-
sonality with out which he or she can not fully develop
and realize his/her innate characteristics which Nature
has bestowed him/her with as a human being, These re-
quirements are to be made available by society to all
human beings irrespective of ones place, race, colour,
sex, caste or religion or any other such factor. They are
also very necessary to ensure the dignity of everyone as
a human person, The great liberal philosopher John Locke
had called them Natural Rights as an integral and in-
alienable part of human personality and had categorized
them as right to life, liberty and estate. As a human be-
ing,-we all want to live and enjoy, we want freedom to
hold and propagate our views and we also want free
movement and also genuine amount of private property
for our livelihood. All these require a just and secure
social environment where our lives are safe and our hu-
manness may find fullest and maximum and free expres-
sion and our mundane desires are fulfilled. But there has
always been and so is still today a threat to such human-
ness either due to human folly, knavery or wickedness
or due to gradually increasing struggle among human
beings for day to day needs. It was also natural that in
many circumstances might prevailed over what was right;
those who held power dominated the week. Nonethe-
less, history has it, that from time immemorial, the
“rights” of man and concept of “social justice” derived
from religion, from human experiences, observations and
reflections have been a refuge against human might, a
rallying cry for resistance to tyranny or oppression and
against arbitrary rule. With the passage of time, these
‘rights’ or established customs or understanding’ includ-
ing the relationship between the ruler and ruled, were

brought together in different forms in various parts of

the world.

In modern times, since the term gained wide cur-

rency, we have become so accustomed to conceptualiz-

ing human relations in terms of rights that we do not

appreciate that until 17" Century all societies, Western
or non-Western have lived without invoking the term
right. In all societies some form of monarchial system
of government developed. Not all of rulers were des-
potic and if they became too cruel or oppressive, there
were instances when they were over thrown and replaced
by another ruler. People enjoyed many of these liber-
ties, characteristic of free society, such as security of
life and possessions and freedom of movement. They
did not kill each other, at will, not did their rulers de-
prive them of their lives except according to established
procedures and for commonly agreed purposes, they also
had possessions, both movable and immovable, which
they used as they pleased and bequeathed to their chil-
dren. Yet they did not regard these as their rights or
claims. They took these freedoms for granted, enjoyed
and exercised them in any way feeling as self conscious
about them. In India from ancient times, freedom of
movement, freedom of expression, or religion, and of
assembly, right to dissent were part of life. (K.P. Saxena;
World).

All sages, seers, religious and social reformers in
India have always preached for essential equality of all
human beings irrespective of caste, creed, faith, race or
religion etc. which had laid the solid foundation of unity
and solitarily, which is the hall mark of our Indian cul-
ture, These teachings were not only confined to spiritual
matters but also offered guidelines in the sphere of prac-
tical affairs-concepts of humanitarian conduct, human
dignity environmental protection & dignity,
intergenerational rights, a code of human duties and in-
temnational equity. Also, an attitude of tolerance and re-
spect for different religions and to other ways of life and
the motto : Live and let live and the spirit of ‘sharing
and caring’ and the unique features of our Indian culture
and traditions. What has contributed most to the evolu-
tion of social solidarity in India is the emphasis on du-
ties, and not on rights, with the belief that if everyone
perform’s one’s duties, every body’s right and social
welfare will automatically be taken care of. This atti-
tude of tolerance and sense of silent discharge of duty
with out clamouring for rights is present definitely in
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higher degree and in superior form in women which pro-

motes the sprit of solidarity not only in a family butina -

society as well. As regards Wester notion of the evolu-
tion of human rights, beginning from Greece & Rome
and then since renaissance, the Western thinking have
been more systematic and also rational in conceptualising
the relationship between individual and the society, in-
dividual rights and liberties, rule of law and several other
terms now prevalent in human rights terminology.
Though they propounded that all human beings are equal
having equal rights irrespective of any form of discrimi-
nation, their emphasis was in favour of the previledged
upper class of royal families, nobles and feudal lords
which excluded lower working classes and also women.
Even Aristotle, who stood for good and virtuous life for
all in this citystate, discriminated between citizens &
slaves (being in huge number) and did not grant them
fundamental rights & freedom. This bias towards upper
classes of society was visible in Magna carta (1215) or
American Declaration of Independence 1776 or French
Declaration on the Rights is of Man 1789 or philoso-
phies of John Locke or J.S. Mill all regarded as mile-
stones in the evolution of fundamental rights. This be-
came more pronounced in modern era in the form of
racial prejudices and superiority during course of Impe-
rialism & Colonialism in the name of white man’s bur-
den, Karl Marx’s industrial society of 18" cent. Europe
also witnesses the division between have’s and havenot’s
where have’s were all powerful. due to economic mo-
nopoly and havenot’s had no rights and who had even
lost the essence of humanity and became proletariat.
These are present even today where power full
nations trample and destroy a small nation and human
rights of people living there in the name of protecting
human rights and democracy all over the world. The lat-
est example is that of Iraq. There have been several in-
stances of blatant violation of human rights by dictator
like Hitler, Mussoline, Stalin, Augusto Pinochet, Dock
Duvalier, Idi Amin etc. in the 20* Century. All these are
still happening at national and international level either
by police or para military forces or even military forces
who are supposed to check the violation of human rights

and protect such victims.

Realising the serious challenges of violation of
human rights, the intenational community made a his-
toric effort to define human rights and fundamental free-
doms of people living in any part of the world which
were incorporated in a resolution adopted by United
Nations General Assembly on 10® Dec. 1948 (Paris) as
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, This was an
unequivocal recognition that human rights have to be as
central to life as the basic needs of a man or woman like
food, air, water or shelter. No one could be denied the
right to life, liberty, security and to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion. As the UN Secretary General
Mr. Koft Annan observed on the Occasion of the com-
memoration of the 50" anniversary of the adoption of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1998,
human rights have been the touchstone for all the UN
seek to achieve in its global mission of peace and sus-
tainable development. Since its inception, this Declara-
tion was hailed as the “common standard of achieve-
ment for all people and all nations” and the UN has been
a primary catalyst for the world wide promotion and pro-
tection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. (A.
Balu; World Focus; Jan. 2001 P.7.). Now even after 55
years, there is an eamest demand for respect of human
rights all over the world as a precondition for achieving
the agreed principles of democracy, peace, progress and
social solidarity. Its is indeed noteworthy that human
rights have always had a choice link with mans’
civilisation wherever that concept had flourished, and
even today their existence or otherwise is symbolic of
the standard of civilsation attained.

These features and values are also enshrined in
Part IT and IV of our Indian Constitution which deals
with the chapters of Fundamental Rights and the Direc-
tive Principles of State Policy. Both these chapters have
contributed immensely towards further evolution and de-
velopment of areas of human rights (Arts 17:18; 23:24;
26:27; 29:30 and 32 to 35 etc.) and establishment
and maintenance of peace and social harmony.
(Arts, 38,40,42,44,45,47,48A, 50 & 51 etc) We have
Human Rights Commission both at the Centre and in
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sates to check the cases of violation of human in our
country.

Thus human rights constitute the ‘common lan-
guage of humanity’. By adopting this language we get
an opportunity to understand each other and also to cre-
ate a just, free, and human social order where peace and
harmony thrives. Here, the role of women assumes a par-
ticular significance as they are, by nature, the best mani-
festations of this common language of humanity. If we
look back to our history, we find glorious episodes of
their selfless sacrifice for social causes. Rani Ahilya Bai
Holker of Indore got her indisciplined and wayward
young son trampled under feets of elephants for sake of
justice and rule of law in her state. Rani Laxr Bai fought
valiantly for independence, freedom and honour of her

state and its people. Durga Bhabhi and many more
women took active part in our freedom struggle in our
country and also paid supreme sacrifice. Meera Bai
proved to be a great social reformer. Similarly Rani
Chelemma and Rani Gaindilu are well known for there
heroic deeds done for sake of humanity. Madam Annie
Beasent, Bhikaji Cama, Harvilas Sharda, Sarcjini Dutt,
Lakshmi Sehagal, Maha Sweta Devi, Kiran Bedi, Medha
Patkar, Arundhati Roy, Vandana Shiva, Aung San Suo
Kui and many more have contributed and are still con-
tributing in their respective way towards expanding and
consolidating this common language of humanity pav- -
ing the way for harmony, unity, brotherhood and social
solidarity.
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The Simbhaoli Sugar Mills Limited

The Largest Integrated Sugar Refinery
(DRPIE-Technology)

Manufacturers of Double Refined Sugar using Sulphur-free
Process

% Refined Sugar % Trust Sugar & Pharma Sugar %
<% Breakfast Sugar % Lcing Sugar % Sugar Cubes & Sachets

Sugar Complex & Regd. Office : P.O. Simbhaofi, Distt. Ghaziabad (U.P.)-245207
Telefax : (05731) 223010, 223117, 226410

Delhi Office : Tel (011)-51 510421-3, 23733069. Fax : (011)-23733088
email : ssmidel@ndf.vsnl.net.in :
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