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The present volume includes the writings and speeches 
by late Professor D. R. Gadgil on Co·operation duri11g the 
period 1952-70. Prof. Brij Narain Memorial lectures 
delivered at Chandigarh in 1960 which form Part I of 
the volume present an overview of the co-operative 
movement in the developed and the underdeveloped 
.vorld and discuss the role of co-operation in the 
transformation c;>f economic society.· 

For Prof. Gadgii,.Co-operative Commonwealth appears 
to be the only path for development under Indian 
condition. In his words, " ... Where resources and • 
opportunities as related to numbers of persons are 
extremely limitec! and there exists a great deal of stratifi· 
cation and privilege with mutual suspicion and distrust, 
it is highly dangerous to encourage the spirit of . 
competition and rivalry. In a crowded society with ~i1\h.ly 
restricted opportunities, the development of socie~Js · 
a-whole requires the most careful mutual.aarustment, ... 
constant reiteration of the need for co-operation .... 
For this, if for no other reason, the philosophy of co­
operation alone appears appropriate to present day 
India"; 

The writings on the development of co-operative institu­
tions in India, particularly in the field of agricultural 
credit and' marketing, the issue of Government participa­
tion ·and assistance; the question oftraining and 
'education for co-operators, the role of co-operation in 
development planning etc. brought together in Part II, 
provide a deep insight into the operative problems in the 
development of a co-operative social order. The sugar 
co-operatives, a dynamic element in the transformation 
of rural society, is the subject of discourse of Part Ill. 
The exposition of the development of the sugar co­
operatives in Maharashtra', the analysis of the problems 
fac~ the co-operatives during the formative stage, 
the discussion on long-term national sugar policy 
have gained an additional dimension because of the 
active association that Prof. Gad gil had with the movement 
for ove~tWo decades. }he po~ential of co-operation 
as a pragmatic tool for economic transformation of 
Indian soci'ety runs as the central theme through 
Prof. Gadgil's writings on co-operation. Students of 
planning and co-operation will find these writings by an 
eminent academician and an ardent co-operator of 
special relevance. 
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FOREWORD 

WE are publishing the writings ;' and' speeches -of . 'Professor jj~. :R, • 
·Gadgil brought together in suitable· volumes. In 1961,· the .Instituta 
published a collection of his writings entitled Planning dnd Ec&noriiic 
Policy in India. In 1972, we brought out a revised 'and-~ enlarged 
edition of the same wnich includes his important . writings .,and: 
speeches on the subject ,upto the time ·of hi.s joining ·the Planning 
Commiss1on. Last year we p~blished another volume entitled Writings 
.and Speeches _. of Professor D.·: R. Gadgil on Plan~ing a~·a DevelOp-. 
ment (1967-1.971) which includes his writings ·and . speecnes on the 
subject during the period he was the .Deputy Chairma~ of thePlan.:;_ 
ning Commission. The present volume brings together his writings· 
and speeches on Co-operation, a field inwhich hEr made major- ·cantri-: 
bution to policy and practice both. . · - · 

The volume is divided into three parts : The first part consists ·of 
Prof. Brij Narain Memorial Lectures which :Professor Gadgil 
delivered in 1960 at the Punjab University. Th~ lectures are ~vailable 
in a separate publication of the Punjab Univers-ity': ·Nevertheless,-we 
thought it wpuld be appropriate and useful to incl~de them ·iti. thi~ 
volume. We are gratefulto the Pu.njab University for givmg us per~ 
mission to do so. 

Professor Gadgil made pioneering. efforts in the . field . . of sugar co~ 
operatives. He was instrumentai in setting up the first" ~ugaf\Co.~· 
operative in the country and he guide·d the movement· in its initial · 
stages until it was established on a firm and sound footi.ng. The·third , 
part of this volume includes his writings and ·~peeches on this subjE}ct • . 

. The remaining speeches and writings on co-operation make the second 
part of this volume. · · ' _. 

With the publication of this volume, there remain now to be brought, · 
together only some miscellaneous writings and speeches of Professor 
Gadgil. We shall include these in another volume ·which will be the . 
last in the series.· 

His writings and speeches in Marathi .are ~lready published in. two 
volumes. · 

_ . .. . 



vi FOREWORD 

. The publication of this · volume was held up because of non­
availability of paper for some time and later becaus& of ita prohibi­
tive cost.· We are grateful to the Education Department, Government 
of l:laharashtrli, Bombay, for supplying at a special price the paper 
for .this volume. -

Gokhale Institute of 
PoliticS & Economics, 
Poona __ ·~ -. . 
March _31, ~975 . 

V. M. Dandekar 
Director 
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published work was the revised and enlarged edition 
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