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PREFACE 

'l'he Scierice of Statistics has assmn~d a great imPQrtance· 
in re.cent .years. It was once known as the 'Sdenee of Kings' 

-and its scope was extrem~ly Hmited, burt; · now statistics has · 
become all pervading and aJ( sciences, whether physical or 
sot~ial, are C{)nnec:ted with it iD. some form or the other. Th;;, 
relationship betw~n Statistics a.nd Economics, th.oughnot very 
old, is .very close and today we cannot think of Economics with
out first thinking of Statistics. The economic progress of a 
country is today measured by the utent to which its statist ical 
organization has developed. All economically adva.nced .coun-
tries have efficient statistical machinery to aid their develop~ 
m~ . 

Unfortunately, the innportaiice of statistics has not been 
fully realized in our country and the absence of proper statis
tical organization is one · of the important factors responsible 

""for Our econoonic backwardness. 1f we WlSh . to improve the 
econoonic condition of our masses, w1e wilJ: have to plan for 
future and all our plans will have .to· be· based orr adequate 
statistic~J-1 data. . '· 

This b.o6k is an attempt to briefly survey the available 
r.tatistical material in India. and to sug~st w~cys and means to . 
imprOIVe the same. We have generally confined ourselves to 
economic statistics only, altl:ough at certain places, we ha.ve 
exwmined other statistical material as well. :We hav.e touched 
only the important points, as in a small work like this, a 
detailed study of every problem is not possible. We hope that 
this book will &erve as a useful guide to lLA., :M.Com.1 and 
B.Com., students, wh·o :read the subject of statistics, as also to 
general read-ers who are interested in the economic prob-lezp.s ·of 
India. 

W~ are thankful to tlie Office of the Economic. Adviser, 
Government of India, and the Economic Adviser's Office, Un:ited . 
Provinces Govel"Jll!Uent, for the help they have given us by 
supplying important information about various official 
schemes. We are also thankful to the Indian_ Pres; Ltd., 
Allahabad, for their speedy publicdion of this book. 

Allahabad, 

15th August 1948. 
·1\fohit Kumar Ghosh. . 

Deoki Nandan Elhance.-
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CJ9RRIGENDA 

Line 1 read 'lamily' i~ place of fam.ilies. 
Line 6 from bo.ftom, read "agriculturaf' in place Qf agriculture. 
Line 3 read 'publieatiog;o in place of publication. 
Line 16 read 'lrieMial'·in place of Iriennueal .•. 
LiDe 12 from- bottoJ)l read ' the present J for p~e~rent. 
Liru! 14 delete • xiii '; read xiii in place of xiv and correct.- other · 

figures aooordingly . 
. Lili.e 20 read" "the' in pla.ee of he.-· · 

Line 16 read 'regard' in.. piaee of egard .. ' 
Line 2i read 'topics' in place of topic. · 


