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. THE GOKHALE INSTITUTE Of POLITICS
- AND ECONOMICS

o PQ_QNA 4, _(zINDIA)
o

The Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics was founded in June
1930 as a result of an endowment offered to the Servants of India Society by
the late Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale, M. L. C., of Satara.. The aims of the Insti-
tute . were defined as “* the study cf and rtesearch into the various economic
and political problems of India and the training of workers for such study
and research. ” Because of limited financial resources it was decided initially
to devote attention chiefly to the study of economic problems. Activity was
also concentrated on local and regional fact-finding investigations, because
such investigational work was, then, relatively neglected and becausé there was
considerable scope in this field for pioneering work, even with limited resources,
in adaptmg established Social Science methodology to Indlan conditions.

The first mvestlgatlonal project undertaken was the marketmg of fruit
in Poona. Immediately after the completion of this, attention was directed
to the basic methodological problem of adapting the survey method in farm
management research to conditions in India. On the non-agncultural side,
the first survey undertaken was that of motor-bus transportation. With the
second project on this side—a socio-cconomic .survey of Poona mty—the
Institute commenced a series of general urban socw-economlc surveys..

For a number of years in the beginning the resources of the Instltute
were very limited. - The total average annual expenditure of the Institute
for the period 1930 to 1945 was about Rs. 11,000 per annum: . Also, almost
from the beginning, the Director found himself engaged in a number of public
Aactivities, being connected with educational and co-operative organizations
and being appointed te various cﬂ‘ic:al ad hoc or permanent, committees
or boards, Later similar;calls for public work have been made on other
members of the staff., Even though such public work necessarily affected
the pace of the Instltutes output, it has been cons:dered both proper and
useful for members of the stafl of the Institute to paruc:pate in due measure,
in such activites, = . _— . ' :

¥

* The Imperial Council of Agricultural- Research ‘was the ﬁrst aut.honty
to recognizé the potentialities of the Institute by making a grant in- 1936 to-
wards research relating to the adaptatzon of the survey method to Indian farm
management research. In the same year, the’Poona Municipality gave assis-
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tance to the Institute for the socio-economic survey of Poona city. In 1938,
the Sholapur Muncipality invited the Institute to undertake a survey of
Sholapur on lines similar to that of the Poona survey. In the latter half of
1938, the Government of Bombay entrusted the Institute with the conduct
of an economlc .survey .for est:matmg the dlrecl; and, indirect benefits.of irri-
gation pro_|ects ‘and in 1942, “the Gdvetnment of Bombay ‘askéd the Institute
to undertake a survey regafding lapse into jllieracy of ex-students of primary
schools. The Kolhapur Muncnpahty asked the Institute to undertake a
city survey of Kolhapur in 1945: "' All these ‘Were' specific projects which the
Institue undertook for particular authorities. In 1943, the Government
of Bombay sanctioned a grant for a series of field investigations in agricultural
ecorilomlcs that the lnstltute ltself had planned and mmaled

TY PN el
o After: 1945c.the ﬁnancna.l s1tuat10n of the Instltute bcgan to improve.
In 1946, the Sir Dorabji Tata Trust made ‘a grant of Rs. 15,000 per year for
five.years for. work in agricultural economics -at the .Institute. and this grant
was;.continued at the figure of Rs. 20,000 per annum. for. a further . period
of five years. The grant-enabled: the  Institute to establish the Sir Dorabji
Tata Section in Agricultural Economics: In 1947, the Government of Bombay
sanctioned. an annual:grant of Rs. 10,000 to the Institute;, the grant has. been
maintained at.thé same figure in . subsequent years.. In 1951, the Rockfeeller
Foundation offered to the Institute-a grant of Rs. 80,000 spread over for five
years.for the conductof a research programme in'rural demography. - This
enabled the Institute to establish a Section in Demography and Population
Studles At thé same time the Rockefeller Foundation made another specnal
grant ol‘ Rs.'5,000 per annum for five years for the speclﬁc purpose of1i mcreasmg
the streugth of trained analysts at the Institute, In’yeats after 1951, 'the
Instltute had opportumt;es of collaborating in the work of the National Sample
Survey “of the Goverment of India and inthe Rural Credit Survey of the
Reserve Bank of India. The Government of India sanctioned thé Instituté
an annial maintehance grant of Rs. 8,000 in'1953-54. = The scope of activities
was further extended through schemes financed by the Research Programmes
Committee of. the . Planping ;Commission, and by the establishment,by the
Union Ministry of Food and Agriculture of  the Unit for Agro—Economxc
Research for Western India at .the Institute. o, .1 ;. ., 0
“* " ‘During 1955 the Government of Bombay gave a grant of Rs l 00 000
to the Institute for construction' of its new building. The Sir: Dorabji Tata
Trust gave, in’ 1957, an endowment grant of Rs.-1,00,000.  The Rockefeller
Foundation sancnoned in - 1955 a lump stabilization grant of" $1,50,000.
This was made with a view to’ strengthening on an endunng basis, the Insti=
tute’s programme of research and research-training. - The stabilization grant
enabled the Institute to change and expand the basis of its organization, to
increase the strength of ithe permanent -research staff and to. plan long-term
activities, unhampered by considerations of obtammg ﬁnanc1a1 support im~
mediately . for, them. . Extension of activities on -the changed basis was helped
by the sanction of a grant towards establishment and. maintenance of four new
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sections, for the Second Five-Year Plan period, by .the University Grants
Commission. - A great step forward in the: progress of. expansion. was taken
when the Ford Foundation sanctioned a..grant .of $5,00,000,:spread over a
period: of:five years beginning' with 1958... ‘Abouit:-half of this total grant is
planned to. be spent on buildings and .equipment, and-the other half on ex-
pansion-of current activities, including training of staff..! The Institute has
also received, since 1957, building and equipment grants from the Government

of Bombay, . the University Grants. Commission,; and the Ministry of Food
andAguculture T B A SR N E

I.\ It

The main interest of the Institute is .centred jn the conduct of studies
and of research projects, and the pubhcetlon of the results of study and re-
search. An attempt is made. below to give a bnef conSpectus of the past
pubhshed work of the Institute, | Some publications: of the.: Inst:tute are the
works of past students, and some of honorary collaborators. The large
majority represents results of study and research planned and conducted by
the whole-time research staff of the Institute. One group of ‘publications of
the Institute - consists of studies  of long-term’ economic problems, notable
" among these being o Legisiative Prdtection and Relief of Agricultural Debtors
in India by K. G.-Shivaswami, ( 1939 }; Regulation of Wages and other Problems
ofIndustrial Labour in India by D: R. Gadgil { First published in'1943, reprinted
in 1945 and 1954); The dborigine s ‘So called’ and their Futire, by G. S. Ghurye,
(1943 );' Bombay Finance 1921-1956 by T. M. Joshi, { 1947 }; and Use of Food
Surpluses for: Economic Development by V. M. Dandekar, (1956). "Of these, Mr.
Shivaswami’s work represents a compréhensive: study of legislative measures
relating to rural debt, ‘and was undertaken at a time' when the problem was
just beginning to be dealt with by 2 large - number of provmclal governments
The lectures.on the regulation of wages, etc.” attempted a contemporary ana-
lytical study of many aspects of Indian labout probleéms.  Dr. Ghurye’s ‘work
represents a valuable'sociological study ‘which has important economic and
political aspects. Mr. Dandekar’s work, undertaken as an F. A.-O. Consultant,
analyses varied data indicating regional rural levels oF I:vmg, and exammes
poss:b:lmes of raising them. =~ - Vi i by

‘Among current problems ‘attention ‘hads been focussed chleﬂy on two
groups of stidies. The first is'the problem which" has been and continues to
be one of lhe .most 1mportant polmcal problems of recent times in India.
pubhshed by the Instltute They are. Federatmg Ind:a by D._R. Gadgil, (1945);
The Federal Problem in India by D. R. Gadgil, (1947); and Some :Observations
on the Draft Constitution by D. R. Gadgil, (1948). - Taken together. with the
three R. R. Kale Memorial. Lectures delivered by. Dr., Ambedkar, Mr.
Vaze, and Prof, Venkatrangaiya,. these publications constitute a::notable
series of discussions on, the federal problem over nearly .a decade, The second
group consists of studies of current economic events, and the shaping of eco-
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nomic policy of the State. This series may be said to-have begun with War
and Indian Economic Policy; by D. R. Gadgil and N: V. Sovani, ( 1943: second
edition in 1944 ). ‘The next publication, Reporfs . of the Commodity Prices
Board edited by N.'V. Sovani, (1948), dealing with economic pelicy and events,
contained series of reports of an Official Board which it was possible for the
Institute to publish.. This was follewed by Post-war Eccnomic Inflation in
India—A - Survey (1949) and Planning of Post-War. Economic Development
(1951, both by N. V. Sovani, and by the Marathi brochure on the Five
Year Plan (1951) by D. R. Gadgil. The latest in the series is a collection
of writings on Economic Policy and. Development, between 1940 and 1954,
by D. R. Gadgil (1955). o

Though current and long-term e¢cc aomic problems are constant sub-
jects of study of the Institute, the main emphasis of the work has been on field
investigations of various aspects of social life, planned and carried out by the
staff of the Institute. Successive publications of the Institute indicate the
evolution and growth of this side of its activities.

. The single marketing survey, A Survey of the Marketing of Fruit in
Poona by D. R. Gadgil and V. R. Gadgil ( 1933'), was a pioneering piece of
work, undertaken before the Imperial Council ' of Agricuitural Research
had planned their market surveys. The survey of road transport, A Survey
of the Motor-Bus Transportation in Six Districts of the Bombay Presidency
(1935), by D. R. Gadgil and L. V. Gogate, contains a unique picture of
conditions during the  period of -unregulated motor transport. The work
in agricultural economics began with an attempt to establish the survey
method in Indian farm economics. Survey éf Farm Business in Wai Taluka,
by D. R. Gadgil and V. R. Gadgil (1940), dealt fully with this important
problem, and  the value of the report lies both in the data’ presented
as well as in the method exemplified . The method was used by the Insti-
tute in its work on the direct and indirect benefits of irrigation, viz. Economic
Effects of Irrigation ( Report of a Survey of Direct and Indirect Benefits of the
Godavari and Pravara Canals ), by D. R. Gadgil ( 1948 ), which tackled and
at least partially solved problems of great. theoretical and practical importance
The Institute was engaged between 1942 and 1947 on a series of projects in.
agricultural economics in Wai area, which dealt intehsively and compre-
hensively with all aspects of the economic life of the people of the tract.

The first important project undertaken by the Sir Daorabji Tata Section
in Agricultural Economics, established in 1947, was a five-year stﬁdy ‘of rural
-economics of ' the contiguous region in Maharashtra and Karnatak which
is liable to famines. After completion of the. survey of the famine area. the
‘Section was oc;cupied’ for some time chiefly with the work of Rural C’redit
Survey. -Subsequently, it undertook, for the Research Programmes Commit:
tee of the Plgnning Cqmmission,la~ survey into the working and the result$
of recent tenancy legislatioti in some parts of the Bombay State, - The report
of this survey was published as Working of the Bombay Tenancy Act,' 1948,

‘8 THE GOKHALE INSTITUTE ' OF



Report of Investigation, by Y. M. Dandekar and G. J. Khudanpur, (1957).
The section is at present: mainly: occupied with. the work of the Agro-Economic
Rescarch .Unit éstablished by the Ministry . of Food and Agriculture at the
Institute. - This unit undertakes two types, of surveys : The first is a series
of surveys of villages and resurveys, after a period of five years, with a view to
ascertaining the direction and magnitude of agro-economic’ changes taking
place in our rural economy.- . The other type of study relates to specific problems
of current interest. The first- of such problems. studied was the operation
of food controls in Bombay. State during the war-and after. The report of
this was published as Food Control in Bombay Province by.V. S. Patvardhan,
(1958 ). The Institute also undertook, for the Ministry of Food and Agri-
culture, to process the data and to write the report in relation to farm accounts
collected in Madhya Pradesh, in 1955-56 and.1956-57.. A special activity
undertaken by the Section was a scheme for popularizing the maintenance
of farm accounts. . The scheme, initiated in 1953-56, almed through speci-
ally trained prlmdry teachers, at the maintenance of a Iarge number of farm
accounts for a complete year. by farmer’s sons or literate farmers. The
scheme was financed .by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, and
the report of the scheme was submitted to the Council in 1958. The scheme
proved valuable both for evolving a suitable farmers’ account book, and for
throwing light on possibilities of popularizing the malntenance of accounts
by farmers or members of their famlhes Lo

After 1935, the lnstitute p]anned and completed three socio-economic
surveys of cities ;- Poona, Sholapur, and Kolhapur. The following reports
relating to these surveys have been' published : (1) Poona— A Sacio-
Economic Survey;. Part 1 (-1945) and Part 11 (1952), by -D. R. Gadgil;
(2) The Socio-Economic Survey of Weaving Communities in Sholapur by
R. G. Kakade, (1947); (3) - The. Social Survey. of Kolhapur City, Vol. I
Population and Fertility (1948 ), Vol. Il Industry, Trade and Labour ( 1951)
and Vol. III Family Living and Social Life (1952) by N. V. Sovani. The
surveys cover all important aspects of social and economic life. of the cities
and include] studies of the growth and development of the cities and their
wards. The ]nstltute was enabled in 1953 to plan a resurvey of Poona
-through a scheme of the Research Programmes Commlttee of the Planning
Commission. The -report of the . resurvey by N. V. Sovam D. P. Apte,
and R. G. Pendse—Pogona : A Resurvey, 1956—15 umque in the picture it
affords of the changlng pattern of employment earnmgs, etc. as belween
the pre—war and post-war periods. ;. . .

L The elaborate agrlculturdl economle reglonal surveys and the urban
s0cio- econom:e surveys represent ‘the most 1mportant p]anned field work of
the Institute. It has,’ in addition, carried out nnportant ‘work in other direc-
tions. The Institute undertook importarit, ploneermg, educatlonal surveys
for the Government of Bombay The staff of the Instltute was not specially
cqulpped for dealing with pedagoglc problems, but the Govérnment of Bombay
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felt that the technique of social investigation éstablished at the Institute would
prove of special help in-an enquiry into the problems of lapse into illiteracy
in the province. This investigation was conducted in 1942, its report was
submitted to the Government of Bombay in 1944, and was published by
the Government in 1945. ' The Governiment of Bombay followed this up by
entrusting - to ‘the:. Institute an allied enquiry on wastage and stagnation in
primary education. - This enquiry was. completed and its report submitted
to Government in 1950. -The report was published by Government in 1952.
The -reports iof the two surveys bave, with the permission of the Government
of Bombay, now been included in the series of publications of the Institute, as
Primary : Education in' Satara 'District:. Reporfs' of rwo Investtgat:ons by
D. R. Gadgﬂ and V. M. :Dandekar; (]955) .

~ The ’Instltute was ‘also ‘enabled, in 1945 to undertake its first syste-
mat:c ‘investigation'in Public’ Admmrstrat:on by a spec1al éndowment which
was offered to it for a study of wllage panchayats A’'scholar was set on this
work and” he completed within 'a coup]e of years a full’ study and asurvey
of 'a sample of near]y 200 vnlage panchayats in Bombay, Madras and some
Indlan Stales Strucrure and 'working of Village Panchayats A “Survey
based oM case Szudres in Bombay and Maa'ras (1954) by A V Raman Rao,
embodles the report of th:s survey L o

In collaboratlon wrth the Internanona] Insntute of Pacnﬁc Relauons,
the Institute initiated, in 1951, a survey of the rise of modern business in
India. -This was planned as a- survey dealing mainly with ;the growth and
recent history:.of modern- business, and its ' current problems. of .organiza-
tion. The scheme of the survey underwent some transformation; as a result
of this; the historical aspect has been.emphasized. . A mimeograph of the
draft of the first chapter of the study, ( Origin of the Modern Indian Business
Class: Gadgil and Namjoshi ), has been recently ( 1959) put -out. by, the

Institute of Pacific Relations. - ' . “

- Since 1950 ‘the Instltute has gamed considerable expenence in the
planning and conduct of surveys on a country-wxde basis.' ‘In 1950, the In-
stitute collaborated in planning ' the work of the National Sample Survey.
The series of schedules prepared at the Institute were ‘used in one-third of
the units covered by the survey ‘in 1950-51; the 'data regarding these’ were
tabulated” and the report on them was prepared at the’ Institute. ' These are
published as' Report on the Poona' Schedules of the National Sample Survéy
(1953), ‘and Second Report on the Poona Schedules of the National Sample
Survey (1954 ) by V. M. Dandekar. The staff of the Institute was also active-
ly associated with the planmng of the Rural Credit Survey conducted by the
_Reserve Bank of India in 1951, and the Institute conducted the work of the
survey on behalf of the Bank in seven districts” of Bombay and Hyderabad
States. Monographs on some of the drstnct surveys by the Institute have
been published by the Reserve Bank The Institute is also collaborating
with the Reserve Bank Jin 1ts reoent senes of follow-up surveys and has under-
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taken the-work in the following districts : East Khandesh (1957-58), and
Akola (1958-59).

N The Institute has had a contmumg interest in Indlan populanon prob-
lems. The first venture in this direction .was the work on regional popula-
tions in India undertaken by. N.: V. Sovani. The -result of this work,
mainly based on the analysis of published data, were embodied in a. pub-
lication of the Institute : The Population Problem in India : - A. Regional,
Approach (1942}, The Institute made the next move in this field by conducting
a fertility survey as part of the socio-economic survey of Kolhapur city which
N. V. Sovani was conducting on behalf of the Institute at that time. The
enquiry into human fertility in Kolhapur was conducted at ‘the end of 1945
and was 'the first demographic study undertaken by the Tnstitute. In 1951,
Wwith a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation! a' Section'in Demography
and Population” Studies was ‘established at the Instltute This Section laid
down a programme of survey work for gathering data on fertility, morta-
lity, their economic -and.social correlates, the. attitudes of people towards
contraception, the feeding of young children and .expectant mothers; etc.
in. both urban and. rural areas.| The published results of early demographic
surveys by the Section are contained. in. Survey .of :Fertility and Mortality in
Poona District, by V. M. Dandekar and Kumudini Dandekar, ( 1953 );. and
Fertiliy Survey of Nasik, Kolaba and.Nor:h Satara Districts, by N. V. Sovani
and Kumudini Dandekar. (1955).:: In.1955, the Ministry of Health, Govern-
ment of India, made available:some :funds. for. extending .the studies in. de-
mography and for the conduct of nutrition surveys... The resuits of this survey
have: been' published in. Demographic' Survey- of Six Rural Communities;: by
Kumudini Dandekar,. ( 1959 ).. The Section commenced, in 1958,. a new
elaborate investigation «project in rural demographic. conditions with special
reference to population control practices. ' This is being carried out in col-
laboration with the Rural Health Institute, .Poona, at Manchar in Poona dis-
trict, and is financed. by the, Population, Counc:l

‘A major project undertaken in recent years by the Insutute was the
enquiry-into the economic ‘benefits' of the Hirakud Dam' on- behalf of the
Government of Orissa. The Institute: also agreed to place its experience. at
the disposal of that Government for the comprehensive economic survey of
the State which they had undertaken. The mvesngatron work in relation
to the Hrrakud survey was undertaken durmg 1954-55, and its final report
was, submmed to the Government of Orissa in 1959. It is being publlshed
by the Instltute under the title .Economrcs of a Mu!nple Purpo.se ‘River Dam
byN V. Sovani and N. Rath. e : )

-+ An annual lecture is held in memory of late Rao BahadurR R. Kale, the
founder—donor of the Institute. These lectures, delivered by pzrsons of
eminence in academic or public life of the country, represent significant
contributions to various subjects of current importance, Many of these
lectures have been publlshed by the Instltute o ;

1
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The activities of the Institute fall into a number of divisions. ' It has
always been a tecognized centre of university work ‘in economics. Tt used
formerly to register students in economics reading for post-graduate research
degrees; since’ the establishment of the University of Poona, members: of the
staff of the Institute participate in the teaching programme for post-graduate
students of the University of Poona, and guide research students of thc
Umversuy in' the Dcpartment of Economics. Co

‘ The research work of the Institute may be divided broadly mto two
classes of projects : (1). Investlgauonal projects, and (2) . Analytlcal ‘and
statistical studies. -‘The former are at present chaeﬂy concentrated in the
Agricultural Economics and Demographic sections; however, as occasions.
arise, investigations would. be planned and undertaken in con_nectlon’ with
activities of other sections also. o

With the recent expansion of the activities of the Institute; the Insti-
tute is being developed into a moderately large centre for the analysis of econo-
mic, social, and administrative problems of India. While emphasis is laid
on analysing problems on a wide national plane, special attention is also paid
to regional and sectional variations, and their significance. Though, for
certain administrative and financial purposes, the work of the Institute is
organized in a number of sections, most analytical work is planned and con-
ducted as a multi-aspect study of national problems. In view of the pre-
vious experience of the Institute and the important emergent issues in the
country, the main fields in which work will be coricentrated, at least in the
initial stages, are : economic growth -and development, planning theory and

planning . techniques, national income, urban'economics, agricultural eco~
nomics, demography, and population. S . _

The Institute has always had to pay considerable attention to stati-
stical aspects of collecting data and of the techniques of analysing them.
Quantitative data gathered as a result of past investigations at the Institute
are also voluminous. The Institute had thus vital interest in the develop-
ment of statistical methods and techniques in relation to research in social
sciences and alse aﬂ‘orded opportunities for work in this direction.

" After the establlshment of the Section in Agncultuml Economlcs it
became necessary to mechanize the Statistical Section. This has been done
progressively and the Section is now capable .of dealing expedmously with
a considerable volume of data. The section has carncd out extensive tabula*
tions for the two all-India surveys mentioned above. This section helpe
in tabulation ‘data of other research orgamzatlons whlch are .not: ‘suitably

equ:pped : S S

A largc number of economlc problems in Indla have soc10|og|cal as-
pects. Many reports of past investigations at the Instltute have had to deai
with soclologlcal data. Studies of economic development and change in
0 ’ THE GOKHALE INSTITUTE - OF



the future cannot aiso be divorced from sociological considerations. Be-:
cause of such considerations independent sections in applied statistics and
socnology have been established at the Institute as part of the scheme of ex-
pansion,

The Institute is organized for admmlstratwe and other purposes in
the following units :

1. Sir Dorabjee ‘Tata Scction in Agricultural Economics, in which
is placed the Agro-Economic Research Unit for Western Indla
of the Minisiry of Food and Agrlculture '

Section in Demography and Populatlon Studies.

Section in Training for Social Science Research.

Section i National Income. o

Section in Economic Development and Planning,

Section in Urban Economics. ' -

Section in Rural Sociology.

Section in Applied Statistics.

9. The Quarterly Journal Artha Vijnana, and other publications.

RN R W

The current programme of work tn the various sections includes the
following main items :

(a2) Unemployment with special reference to data of employment

exchanges. ‘ '

{ b) Distribution of urban incomes.

.{c) Trends in real wages.

(d) Wage differentials in organized industry.

(e) Foreign trade policy of the Government of India.

(f) Assessment of irrigation rates.

- (g) Elasticity of consumer expenditure on specific items:

(h) The changing position of 'scheduled castes.

(i) Composition and structure of the family in India.

The Institute‘inaugurated in October 1955 a training programme aim-
ed at imparting tratning and instruction in social sciences research and its
methods. The Institute was enabled to do this by a grant sanctioned for
four years ( 1955-56 to 1958-59 ) by the Ford Foundation on the recommenda-
tion of the Planning Commission. The staff of the Institute has, in the past,
been guiding research of individual students in economic problems. The
new programme secks to combine guidance of research in individual prob-
lems with systematic training, both theoretical and practical, in methods
of rescarch in social sciences. The course of training includes courses in
problems of economic growth and development, methodology of social
sciences research, general sociology, econometrics, and elements of statistics.
It also includes practical work in statistical methods and library work, and

1l
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the class work is bemg appropnately hnked with ﬁeld work in rural and other
areas I ED VP ‘. G e T ‘;";‘; TR RN M P St '

.....

of training. At the end of the year, the fellows obtain a certificate based on
their total record., A-selected number, from among those who. complete the
training, are awarded fellowships for a further period of two years for under-
taking a Ph.D,. thesis, Senior fellowships for the training course are .award-
ed to young lecturers in ,Economlc;. with 2 standmg of a‘qout ﬁve years who
are deputed for the course by their colleges . and intend to return to the colleges
on termination of the fellowshlps a

B P P N B :

The quarterly Journal of the Institute, Ariha Vijnana, started in March,
1959, publishes, in the main, results of current work at the Instltute Con-
tributions from out51de scholars are also sought to be obtamed The _]ournal
contains articles in English or in ‘any Indian ’Ianguage “The’ amcles in In-
dian languages are printed in Devanagari script' and all' atticles carry English
and Hindi summaries, The journal, it is hoped, will sérve notonly as a link
between research workers at the Institute and their colleagues in India and
abroad, but will also contribute to the efforts.of Indian scholars, to build up
a tradition of research work and commumcatlon through the medta of Indian
languages: © fers =

The journal and other publications are now produced in collabor—
ation with the Asia Publishing House, Bombay, and’ are distnbuted by that
organization. ’

In 1959, a small beginning was made with planning systematic study
of manuscript data available in the Pehwa Dafiar and elsewhere for'throw-
ing light on economic history, chiefly' of the eighteenth ‘century’ This work
is being organized in collaboration.with the Bharat'Itihas= Bamshodhak
Mandal, Poona. '

Another recent.development has been the undertaking of quick surveys
directed towards immediate specific ends. . The first of such was undertaken
in connection with the work of the Bombay, Seles Tax Committee, ( 1958 ).
Subsequently, surveys have been attempted m relation to assessment of
development potentialities of Gramdan vﬂlages and " of the performance of
schemes of mass orgamzatlon of labour in relatxon to programmes of bund-
mg, etc
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