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. THE ,GOKHALE INSTITUT~ Of l'OUTICS 
AND ECONOMICS 

PQ()NA 4, (INDIA) 
, .. 

I 

The Gokhale I~stituie of Politics and. Economics\vas founded 'in June 
1930 as a result of an endowment offered to the Servants of India Society by 
the late Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale, M.' L. C., of Sa tara. The aims of the Insti­
tute . were defined as " the study cf and research into the various economic 
and political problems of India and the training of workers for·such study 
and research. " Because of limited financial resources it was decided initially 
to devote attention chiefly to the study of economic problems. Activity was 
also concentrated on local and regional fact-finding investigations, because 
such investigational work was, then, relatively neglected and because there was 
considerable scope in this field for pioneering work, even with limited resources, 
in adapting established Social Science methodology to Indian conditions. . 

The first investigational project undertaken. was the marketing of fruit 
in Poona. Immediately after the completion of this, attention was directed 
to the basic methodological problem of adapting the survey method. in farm 
management research to conditions in India. On the non-agricultural side, 
the first survey undertaken was that of motor-bus transportation. With the 
second project on this sidtr-a socio-economic .survey f)f Poona city-the 
Institute commenced a series of general urban socio-economic surveys. 

. . ' - . 
For a number of years in the beginning the resources of the Institute 

were very limited: · The total average annual expenditure of the Institute 
for the period 1930 to 1945 was about Rs. 11,000 per annum: . Also, almost 
from the beginning, the Director found h1mself engaged in a number of public 
.activities, being connected with educatiof1al and co-operative organizations 
and being appointed to various cfficial, ad hoc or permanent, committees 
or boards; Later similar. calls for public work have been made on other 
~embers of the staff. , Even • though such public :work .. necessarily affected 
lhe pace of the .Institute'~ output, it has. been considered both proper . and 
useful for members of the .staff of the Institute. to participate, in due meamre, 
in . such activites. · · · 

The Iinperial Council ·;,r Agricultural Research was the first authority 
to recognize the potentialities of the Institute by making a grant in· 1936 t~ 
wards rese~rch relating to the adaptation·ofthe survey method to Indian farm 
management research. In the same year, the 'Pooila M unicipa!ity gave assis-
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lance to the Institute for the socio-economic survey of Poona city. In 1938, 
the Sholapur Muncipality invited the Institute to undertake a survey of 
Sholapur on lines similar to that of the Poona survey. In the latter half of 
1938, the Government of Bombay entrusted the Institute with the conduct 
of an economic, ~u~ey .for. estimating the. di~ec_( 11nd, ipdirect bem;fits.of irri­
gation project~;'and in i'942, ·th'e'Govetnrrient of Bomba{ask~d the Institute 
to undertake a survey regaidhig l~pse}Ii!pjllif~i<li:y .of ex-students of primary 
schools. The Kolhapur Muncipality asked the Institute to undertake a 
city survey of Kolhapur in 1 945!' 'All the~e '*iere" specific projects which the 
lnstitue undertook for particular authorities. In 1943, the Government 
of Bombay sanctioned a grant for a series of field investigations in agricultural 
economics that _the Institute itself had planJ.led and initiated. . . . . 

:' " I : ' ! ,. '_.I . ' (! : J .,,. ' "'I :- ' '' ; "·_-. 1 I I I ' • '. ' .' ' I· ' ; . ' ' ' ' I ' ' ,-I • J -· -·'. I 

·' -· After•a945,,the .financial situation, of the Institute,beganto improve. 
In 1946, the Sir Dorabji .Tala Trust made ·a grant .of _Rs. J5,000 per year fuf 
five. years for· work in agricultural economics :at• the ;Institute and -this grant 
was; continued at . the figure of Rs. 20,000 per·annum. for. a further ,period 
of five years. The ·grant c enabled _the . Institute to _establish the Sir Dorahji 
Tala Section in Agricultural Economics. In 1947 ;. the. Governmer,t of Bombay 
sanctioned. an annual grantofRs; 10,000 to the lnstitutephe grant has. been 
maintained at.the same figure in ._subsequent years .. In 1951, the Rockfeeller 
Foundation offered· to the Institute a grant ,of Rsc 80,000 spread over for five 
years.fon the conduct.,ofa research programme in rural.demography. ·)his 
enabled the Institute to establish a Section in Demography and Population 
Studies. '-At the" same time the Rockefeller' Foundation made another special 
gra~t ofRs.'5,000per annum 'for fi've yearSfol"the specific purpose. of increasing 
the strength of trained analysts at the Institute. . In'' years' after 1951, ' the 
Institute, had opporll!nities of collaborating in the work oftlie National Sample 
Survey · of the.' Gi>verment of ·India and in the Rural Credit· Survey of the 
Reserve Bank of India. The Government of India sanctioned the Institute 
an annual maintebance grant of Rs. 8,000 in' 1953-54. • The scope of activities 
was further. extended through schemes financed by the Research Programmes 
Committee of, .the. Planning :Commission,. and by the establishment. by ,the 
Union Ministry of Food. and Agriculture of. the Unit for• Agro,Economic 
Research for Western --India at. the Institute. , , · ,_. 1 _ ; , . , • . . , , . , , 

'· ·' · During 1955 the Government of Boinbay gave a grant of Rs. 1,00,000 
to the Institute for construction' of its new building. The· Sir • Dorabji Tata 
Trust gave, in' 1957! an endowment grant of Rs.·I,OO,OOO. The Rockefeller 
Foundation sanctioned; in ·195S, a lump stabilization grant of'· SI ,50,000. 
This was made with a view to' ~trengthenirig ·on ·an enduring basis, the Insti:. 
tute's· programme of research and research-training. The stabilization grant 
enabled the Institute to change and expand the basis of its organizaiion, to 
increase the strength 9~ rthe perp!anent research sta~and to. pllj.n long-term 
activities,, unhampered. by considerations. of obtaining. financial support .im­
mediately, for,,them .. "Extension,of activitie~ o~ -thp changed _basis was, ·helpeQ 
by the_sanction ora grant towards establishment and.maintenance of four new 

. .. ' ····· .· ' 
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sections, for the Second Five-Year Plan period, by .the. University Grants 
Commission. · A great step forward in the• progress of. eJ~pansion was taken 
when the Ford Foundation . sanctioned a.•grant .of $5,00,000, :spread over a 
period· of five years beginning•with 1958. •About• half .of this total. grant is 
planned to be spent on buildings and .equipment, and· :the other .half on ell­
pansion.·of current activities; including training of stalL! The :Institute has 
also received, since ·1957, building and equipment grants from the Government 
of Bombay, .the University Grants Commission,.- and the- Ministry. of Food 
and Agriculture. · 1 , · 1 ' ' 

t' \' · ·rr 
The main interest of the Institute is .centred in the conduct of studies 

and of research projects, and the publication of the res~Jts of study and re­
search.· . An attempt' is ;111ade below to giv~ ~ brlef.c~nsp~ctus of the past 
published work of the Institute .. , Some publications: of the Institute are the 
works ol' p'ast students, and some or honorary. collaborators. . The large 
majority represents results of study. a~d research planned and conducted by 
the whole-time research staff of the Institute.'· One group of publications of 
the Institute .. consists of studies of long-term1 economic problems, 'notable 
among these being :· Legis/alive Protection and Relief of Agricultural Debtors 
in India by K. G.-Shivaswami, ( 1939 ); Regulation of Wages and other Problems 
of Industrial Labour in India by D: It Gadgil (First published in11943,' reprinted 
in 1945 and 1954); The Aborigines 'So called' and their Future, by' G. S. Ghurye, 
( 1943 );'Bombay Finance 1921-1956 by T.•·M. Joshi, C 1947 ); and Use ofFood 
Surpluses for-Economic Development by V~ M. mindekar,'(1956):·of'these, Mr. 
Shivaswami's work represents a comprehensive study 'of ·legislative measures 
relating to rural debt, and was undertaken at a time' when the problem'was 
just beginning to be dealt with by a large number of· provincial governments 
The lectures on the ·regulation of wages, etc/ attempted a contemporary ana• 
lytical .study of many aspects Of Indian labour problems. · Dr. Ghurye's work 
represents a valuable ·sociological study which has important economic and 
political aspects. Mr. Daildekar's work, undertaken as ail F. A:-o. Corisultant, 
analyses varied data indicating regional rural levels ·or ·living', and eJ~amines 
possibilities of raising them.· · • ! • ·.. : •. · • · ·• · •• ' ·.-• • i • · 

· ... · ·Among current·probletrls; 'attention has 1beeri focussed chiefly, on two 
groups of stiidies.·The•first is'theprobleni which1'has been'and continues io 
pe ,one of the ,mqs~ important political problems of recent times in India. 
Jhis is ,the_ problem of federalism. : Three studies ot, the problem have been 
pu1Jiished by the Institute, .They are .Federatinglndia by D . .R. Gadgil, (1945); 
!/:I.e Federt4 Problem ill India by J). J~ ... Gadgi!, (1947); and Some :Observations 
011 tht; Draft CQnstitJition by D. R; Gad gil, (1948). ·Taken together. with the 
three_ ,R. R. Kale Me111oriaL,Lectures .delivered ,by,.Dr., Aml)edkar, Mr. 
Vaze, and }'rof, Venkatrangaiya,, these, p1Jblicati9nS3Qnstitute a:: notable 
serie~ of discussions on, the federal problem over nearly .a decade • .The second 
group c<;m~is~s of studies o( c11rren.t ~conomic events, :and the shaping of eco-
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nomic policy of the State~ This series may be said to have .begun With War 
and Indian Economic Policy, by D. R. Gadgil and N; V. Sovam, ( 1943.: sec~nd 
edition in 1944 ). The next· publication, Reports ·of the Convnodlly Prtces 
Board edited by N. V. Sovani, (1948), dealing with e~on~mic policy .and events, 
contained series of reports of an Official Board wh1ch ·It was poss1ble for the 
Institute to publish.'· This was f.:lllowed by Post-11·ar Ec{'llomic. Inflation in 
India-A Survey (1949) and Planning of Po.rt-War Economic Development 
( 1951), both by N. V. Sovani, and by the Marathi broc~ur~ on the . ~ive 
year Plan ( 1951 ) by D. R. Gad gil. The latest ir. the senes IS a collection 
of writings on Economic Policy and Development, betll'ee/1 1940 aiUl 1954, 
by D. R. Gadgil ( 1955 ). . 

Though current and long-term ec~ nomic problems are constant sub­
jects of study of the Institute, the main emphasis of the work has been on field 
investigations of various aspects of social life, planned and carried out by the 
staff of the Institute. Successive publications of the Institute indicate the 
evolution and growth of this ·side of its activities. 

The single marketing survey, A Survey of the Marketing of Fruit in 
Poona by D. R. Gadgil and V. R. Gadgil ( 1933 ), was a pioneering piece of 
work, .undertaken before the Imperial Council · of Agricultural Research 
had planned their market surveys. The survey of road transport, A Survey 
of the Motor-Bus Transportation in Six (Jistricts of the Bombay Presidency 
( 1935 ), by D. R. Gadgil and L. V. Gogate, contains a :unique picture of 
conditions during the period of· unregulated motor transport. The work 
in agricultural economics began with an attempt to establish the survey 
method in Indian farm economics. Survey ,.f Farm Business in Wai Taluka, 
by D. R. Gad gil and V. R. Gad gil ( 1940 ), dealt fully with this important 
problem, and the value of the report lies both in the data' presented, 
as well as in the method exemplified . The method was used by the Insti­
tute in its work on the direct and indirect benefits of irrigation, viz. Economic 
Effects of Irrigation ( Report of a Survey of Direct and Indirect Benefits of the 
Godavari and Pravara Canals), by D. R. Gadgil ( 1948.), which tackled and 
at least partially solved problems of great theoretical and practical importance. 
The Institute was engaged between 1942 and 1947 on ~series of projects in 
agricultural economics in Wai area, which dealt intensively and compre­
hensively with all aspects of the economic life of the people of the tract. 

The first important project undertaken by the Sir Dorabji Tata Section 
in Agricultural E~onomics, established in 1947, was a five-year study of rural 
economics of· the contiguous region in Mahanishtra and Karnatak which 
is liable to famines. After completion of the. survey of the famine area, the 
Section was occupied for some time chiefly with. the work of Rural Credit 
Survey. ,Subsequently; it undertook, for the Research Programmes Commit'­
tee of the Planning Commission, a su..Vey into the working and the results 
of recent tenancy legislation in some parts· of ihe Bombay State. · The' report 
of this survey was published as Working of the Bombay· Tenancy Act,' 1948', 

·a 



Report of Jm•eitigalion, by V. M. Dandekar. and G. J. Khudanpur, (1957 ). 
The section is at present mainly occupied with the work ofthe Agro-Economic 
Research Unit established by the Ministry of Food and Agriculture at the 
Institute; · This unit ·undertakes two types, of surveys : The first is a series 
of surveys of villages and resurveys, after a period· of five years, with a view to 
ascertaining the direction and magnitude· of agro-economic.· changes taking 
place in our rural economy.· . The other type of study relates to specific problems 
of current interest. The first of such problems. studied was the operation 
of food controls· in Bombay State during the war and after. The. report of 
this was published as Food Control in Bombay Province by .Y, S. Patvardhan, 
( 1958 ). The Institute also undertook, for the Ministry of Food and Agri• 
culture, to process the data and to write the report in relation to farm accounts 
collected in Madhya Pradesh, in, 1955-56 ,and. 1~56~57 .. A special activity 
undertaken by the Section was a scheme for popularizing the maintenance 
of farm accounts .. The ~cheme, initiated in 1955-56, aimed,' through speci­
ally trained primary teachers, . at the mainten,ance ~fa la~ge number of farm 
accounts for a complete year. by farmer's sons or literate farmers. The 
scheme was financed . by the ,Indian Council of Agricultural Research, and 
the report of the scheme was submitted to the Council in ! 958 .. Th~ scheme 
proved valuable both for evolving a suitable farmers' account book, and for 
throwing light on possibilities of popularizing the maintenance of accounts 
by farmers or·members of their families. · 

After 1935, the Institute planned and completed three socio-economic 
surveys of cities : · Poona, Sholapur, and Kolhapur. The following reports 
relating to these surveys have ·been published : ( I ) · Poona- A Socio­
Economic Sur1•ey; Part I (1945) and Part 11 ( 1952 ), by D. R. Gadgil; 
( 2) The ·Socio-Ec01iomic Sun•ey of Weaving Communitie.~ in Sho/apur by 
R. G; Kakade, ( 1947 );• ( 3) . The Socia( Survey: of Ko/hapur City, Vol. I 
Population and Fertility ( 1948 ), Vol. II Industry,. Trade and Labour ( 1951) 
and Vol. III Family Living and Social Life ( 1952) by N. V. Sovani. The 
survey~ cover all important ~spects of so~ial 'and economic life. of the cities 
and include '\studies of the growth and develop men\ of the cities .~nd their 
wards. Th~- lnstituie was' enabled in 1953 to plan a' resu~vey of Poona 
through a ~qjte,me of' the Research Programmes Comptittee of lhe Planning 
.Commission. The report of the . resurvey by N. V. Sovani, D. P. Apte, 
ami R. G. Pendse-Pqona: A. Resurvey, 1956__:is unique in,the picture it 
affords of the changing pattern of employrrent, earnillgs,' etc. as between 
the pre-,~iu~od ·post-,wa~ ,Periods. , 

1 
• ·· ·,,,, ·· · . . • • 

' I ., ! '. ' , -. ' -_ • • I. '' ,. , • .-l ) ' • ' I -. . ' ' •' 

. The elaborate agncultural economic regiOnal surveys and· the urban 

. , . , . , _ · · , • ' I. • _ • · ~- 1 ·. · ' . · • , 

socio-economic surveys repres~nt the most important planned field work of 
the Institute: It has,' in addition,' carried out irriportantwork in other direc­
.tions. The In;titute undert~ok important, pion~erlng;· educational surveys 
. . . ' '' ,. I - ' . -. , . . 

for the Governme'ni of Bombay. The staff ofthe Institute was not specially 
~ulpp~ f~r dealing with pedag~gic problems:· but the Gov~rnment of Bombay 



felt that the technique of social investigation established at the Institute would 
prove of special help ·in ·an enquiry into the problems of lapse into illiteracy 
in the province. This investigation was conducted 'in 1942, its report was 
submitted to· the Governmenf ·of Bombay in 1944, and was published by 
the Government in 1945. · The Government of Bombay followed this up by 
entrusting ··to the Institute an allied enquiry on wastage and stagnation in 
primary .education. ·This enquiry was. completed and its report submitte<l 
to Government in 1950.· ,The report was published by Government in 1952. 
The.·reports 'of the two surveys have, with the permission of the Government 
of Bombay, now been included in I he series of publications of the Institute, as 
Primary .Education in• Saltira 'District: .. Reports 'of two -Investigations by 
D. R. Gadgil' and V·. M. Dandekar; ( 1955 ).: :, · 

· The 1nstitUte ~as' also 'enabled; 'hi. l945, to undertake its first syste~ 
malic 'iilvestiga\ion'iii Publici Administration·by a special endowment whicn 
was offered to it for a study' of village pailchayats> A scholar was set on this 
work and' he:'compl~ted; within a couple 'of years, null' study and a survey 
of' a sample. of'riearly 209 village pan~h'ayats :in Bombay,' Madras and some 
Indian States. . Structure ana 'Working · of Village Panchayats: . A Survey 
based on· c~se St~dies in Bombay and Mad;as (1954);: by ·A. V.' Ramall Rao; 
embodieS the 'repOrt Of this.~Ur~ey;" ; .· ... ' ' '' I ' ' , . . . ,. " ': 

I ' ' ': ,, ·~. • '.' : • : •• J' ( . ( '.:I . • - . '·, L I 

In collaboration with the International Institute of Pacific Relations, 
the Institute initiated, in 1951, a s~r~~Y of the ris~ of modern business in 
India. . This -was planned as a· survey dealing mainly with :the growth and 
recent history. ·of ·modern business, .. and .its · current problems. of, organiza­
tion. The scheme of the survey· underwent some transformation; as a result 
of this; the historical' aspect. has been. emphasized. , A mimeograph of the 
draft of the first chapter of the study, (Origin of the Modern. Indian Bu>·iness 
Class: Gadgil and Namjoshi ), has .been recently ( .1959) put out, by, the 
Institute of Pacific Relations, ' ·. . \ 

·Since'I9SO, the Instittite has gained considerable experience in the 
planning and conduct' of surveys· on !l country-wide basis:' In 1950, the In­
stitute collaborated in planning.· the work· of the National Sample Survey. 
The se~ies of schedules prepared at the Institute . were 'used in one-third of 
the units covered by the survey . in 1950-51; the 'data tegardiilg these were 
tabulated and the report on them was prepared at the Institute. · These are 
published as' Repo'rtori the Poona· Schedules of the National Sample Survey 
( 1953 ), ·and Second Report on the Poona Schedules of the National Sample 
Survey ( 1954) by V. M. Dandekar. The staff of the Institute' was' also active­
ly associated with the. planning of the Rural Credit Survey conducted by the 

. Reserve Bank of India in 1951,' and the Institute conducted 'the work of the 
survey on behalf of, the f3ank in seven districts of Bombay and Hyderabad 
State~. Monographs ori some of the .~lstrict surveys by the Institute have 
been published by the Reserve Bank. .The Institute is also collaborating 
with the Rese~e Ba?k ,in its ~ecent series of follow-up surveys and Ji~s under-

. . ' .. . ' ·:-· li,. 
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1aken the ·work in the foJlowing districts : East Khandesh ( 1957-58 ), and 
Akola ( 1958-59 ) .. 

·, ·, 1 

The Institute has had a continuing int_eres_t in Indian population prob· 
lems. The first venture in this. direction was .the work on regi9nal popula~ 
tions .in India undertaken by N. · V .. Sovani .. The result of .this work, 
mainly based on the analysis of published data, were embodied in a pub· 
lication of the Institute : The· Population Problem in. India : ·A. Regional, 
Approach (1942). The Institute made the next move in this field by conducting 
a fertility survey as part of the socio-economic survey of Kolhapur city which 
N. V. Sovani wa> conducting on b•half of the Institute at that time. The 
enquiry into human fertility. in Kolhapur was conducted at 'the' end of 1945 
and was 'the first demographic study undertaken by the' Institute. In 1951·, 
with a grant from 'the Rockefeller Foundation; a Section''in' Dembgraphy 
and Population Studies was established at the Institute. This Seciion laid 
down a programme of survey work for gathering data on fertility, morta­
lity; their economic -and_,social correlates, the. attitudes_ .of people towards 
contraception, the -feeding of young children and . expectant mothers; etc. 
in .both .urban and, rural areas. ·1 The published results.of ear-ly demographic 
surveys by:the Section are.contained._.in, Survey of .Fertility .and Mortality in 
Poona District, by V. M,. Dandekar, and Kumudini.Dandekar,. ( 1953 );. and 
Fertiliy, survey of Nasik, Ko[qba andNor~h Satara Districts, ,by .N. V. Sovani 
and Kumudini Dandekar. ( 1955 ). · Jn,J955, the Ministry of Health,. Govern­
ment of India, made available:some ,funds. for extending .the studies in. de­
mography and for thec,mductofnutrition surveys .... The results of this survey 
have. been· published in.Demographic'Survey of Six Rural Communities, by 
Kumudini• Dandekar, ( 19~9 ) .. The Section. commenced, in 1958,. a new 

"' elaborate investigation •project in rural demographic. conditions. with special 
reference to population control practices'. This is being carried out in col­
laboration with the Rural Health Institute, .. Poona, at Manchar in Poona dis-
trict, and i~ financed )>y the, Population. Co~ncil. · · 

· ' A major project undertaken in recent years by the Institute w~s the 
enquiry· into the economic ·benefits' of the . Hirakuit Dam on behalf of the 
Government of Orissa. The Institute• also agreed to place its experience. at 
the disposal of that Government for the comprehensive economic survey of 
the State which they had undertaken. The investigation work in relation 
): ' I "• ' - , •' ' I ] ' • 

to the Hirakud survey was undertaken during 1954-55, and its final report 
w~s submitted io 'the Government of Orissa in 1959.. It is being published 
J>y the Institute Iinde~ the title Ec'!nomics.of a Multiple Purpo>e River Da,;., 
bY N. V, Sovani and N. Rath. ·' · · · 

· .. '· · An annual lecture is held in memory of]ate Rao Bahadur R .. R. Kale, the 
founder-donor of the Institute. These lectures, delivered by persons of 
eminence .in academic or public life of the country, represent significant 
contributions tq ·various subjects of' current importance. 'Many of these 
lectures have been published by the Institute. · 
"' . ,, ;., 
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. III 

The activities of the Institute fall into a number of divisions. ' it has. 
always been a -recognized centre of university work ·in economics. It used 
formerly to register students in economics reading for post-graduate research 
degrees; since· the establishment of the University of Poona, members· of the 
staff of the Institute partiCipate in the teaching programme for post-graduate 
students of the University of Poona, and. guide research students of· the ' 
University in' the Department of Economics. 

The ~esearch work .of the Institute may be divided broadly into two 
classes of projects : ( I ) . Investigational projects, and ( 2). Analy'tical and 
statistical studies. The former are at present chiefly concentrated in the 
Agricultural Economics and Demographic sections; however, as occasions. 
arise, investigations would be planned and undertaken in co~nection with 
activities of other sections also. · · 

With the recent expansion of the activities of the Institute; the Insti­
tute is being developed into a moderately large centre for the analysis of econo­
mic, social, and administrative problems of India. While emphasis is laid 
on analysing problems on a wide mitional plane, special attention is also paid 
to regional and sectional variations, and their· significance. Though, for 
certain administrative and financial purposes, the work of the Institute is 
organized in a number of sections, most analytical work is planned and con­
ducted as a multi-aspect study of national problems. In view of the pre., 
vious experience of the Institute and the important emergent issues in the 
country, the main fields in which work will be concentrated, at least in the 
initial stages, are : economic growth. and development, planning theory and 
planning . techniques, national income, urban· economics, agricultural eco­
nomics, demography, and population ... 

The Institute has always had to pay considerable attention· to stati~ 
;tical aspects of collecting data and or the techniques of analysing them. 
Quantitative data gathered as a result of past investigations at the Jnstitute 
are also voluminous. The Jnstitute had thus vital interest in the develop­
ment of statistical methods and techniques ih relation to research in social 
sciences and also afforded opportunities .for work in this direction. 

After the. establishment of ·the Section in Agricultural Economics it 
became ne~essary io mechanize the Statistical Section. This has been done 
progressively and the Section is now capab,le .o( dealing expeditiously with 
a considerable volume of data.' The section has ·carried out extensive tabula~ 
lions for the two all-India surveys mentioned above. This section helps 
in tabulation' data of other research organizations which. are not ·suitably 
equipped.· ' 

.. , A .large. number ~f .econpniic problems in In~ia have .sociological as­
pects. ·Many reports of past investigations at ttie lnst'ii~t~ tiiw~'had to dea1 
with sociological data. Studies of economic development and' change in 

'io 



the future cannot also .be .divorced from sociological considerations.. Bee: 
cause of such considerations independent sections in applied statistics and 
sociology have been established at the Institute as part of the schem~ of ex­
pansion. 

The Institute is organized for .administrative and other purposes in 
the following units : · · 

I. Sir Dorabjee Tata Section in ·Agricultural Economics, in which 
is placed the Agro-Economic Research Unit for Western India 
of the Ministry of Food and Agriculture. 

2. Section m Demography and Population Studies. 
3. Section in Training for Social Science Research. 
4. Section in' Natiomil Income. 
5. Section in Economic Development and Planning. 
6. Section m Urban Economics. 
7. Section in Rural Sociology. 
8. Section in Applied Statistics. 
9. The Quarterly Journal Artha Vijnana, and other publications. 

The current programme of work in the various sections includes the 
following main items : 

(a) Unemployment with special reference to data of employment 
exchanges. 

( b ) Distribution of urban incomes . 
. ( c) Trends in real wages. 
(d) Wage differentials in organized industry. 
(e) Foreign trade policy of the Government of India. 
(f) Assessment of irrigation rates. 
( g ) Elasticity of consumer expenditure on specific items, 

( h) The changing position of 'scheduled castes. 
( i ) Composition and. structure of the family in India. 

The Institute' inaugurated in October 1955 a training programme aim­
ed at imparting training and instruction, in social sciences research and its 
methods. The Institute was enabled to do this by a grant sanctioned for 
four years ( 1955-56 to 1958-59) by the Ford Foundation on the recommenda­
tion of the Planning Commission. The staff of the Institute has, in the past, 
been guiding research of individual students in economic problems. The 
new programme seeks to combine guidance of research in individual prob­
lems with systematic training, both theoretical and practical, in methods 
of research in social sciences. The course of training includes courses in 
problems of economic growth and development, methodology of social 
sciences research, general sociology, econometrics, and elements of statistics. 
It also includes practical work in statistical methods and library work, and 
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the class work is being appropriately linked with field work in rural and other 
areas.··.-:,,; .. - . ' r, '.,; . ' -·: l ,·i ~ .. •.111'''·"1'1'"'·,_-_. 

'·.· ., 'J~Jiibr 'Fell~\vship~, tenable fcir a1 yeat~•~re 1 awarded' for this' course 
of training. At the end of the year, the fellows obtain a certificate based on: 
their total 1'ecord., A· selected number, fromamong.those who .. comp!ete the 
training, are awarded fellowships for a further period of two years .for, under~ 
taking 1\ ph.D, the~is, Seniorfell!Jwships, for; th~ training fw.~rse .!lfe ,award­
c;4 ,to. ypunglectu~e~ in1Econol)l}9.l' wit!)."~ .~tat~4ing of;,aqo}l,Vi,ve.years who 
are deputed for the course by their colleges .11-nd intend ,to, return. to the colleges 
on termination ofth~fellov.:shiJils: ~ ... " · ,> ' ' ,, ; · .. , 

The quarterly .Jou~nal, of the ~~~stitute,Ar~ha Vijf!ana, staned.in March, 
1959, publishes, in the main, results of current work at the Instit1,1te. Con­
tributions from outside. scholars are also souSht to 'b'e obtain~:' . The Journal 
contains articles in English ·or in any Indian 1anguag~. 1 The 'articles in In­
dian languages are p'rinted in Devanagariscript1 and'all1 afticleli'carry English 
and Hindi summaries, The journal, it is hoped, will serve not only as a link 
between research workers at the Institute and their .. colleagues in India and 
abroad,. but will aiso contribute Jq the;., efforts of Indian scho)ars, to build up 
a tradition of research work and communication through the media of Indian 
languages, · · 1· ' 

The journal and other publications are now produ~ed in collabor; 
ation with the Asia Publishing House, Bombay, and are distributed by that 
organization. 

, · ,,,- -. ·· , ..•... , -., -J .jr i 1 ri ·, 
In 1959, a small beginning ·was· inade with planr1ing sys~ematic study 

of manuscript data available in the Pehwa Dartar and elsewhere for'throw­
ing light on economic history, chiefly· of the eighteenth 'centUry':' This work 
is being organized in collaboration.· :ivith the Bharat ' Itihas" · Sarnshodhak 
Mandai, Poona. . , , 1,, .. · ... 

Another recent.development has been the undertaking of q'uick surveys 
directed towards immediate specilic ends .. The first of such. was undertaken 
in connection with the work qf, the B0mbay_ S1_1}es Tax .. C,ommjttc;e, ( 1958 ). 
Subsequently, surveys have been attempted in relation to assessment of 
development potentialities of Gramdan villages I and . of the'' perform~nce of 
schemes of mass organization· of iabour 'in relatio'n to programmes of· bund~ 
irig, e.tc .. ·•.· · ·· '' · · "· ·' .. : ,,.,. ·· '' · ..... 

:•.-' _ (, ·. · 1' r , • 
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LIST OF THESES. ·'BY 1ST®ENTS OF THE INSTITUTE 

1. P. N. DRIVER, Co-ope..ative Movement in the Bombay Deccan, M.A., 1932-33. 
2;-·N.'M. JOSHI, Urban Handierafts of the Bombay Deccan, M.A.,'1938-34. 
3. B. B. PATTANI, Study of Central Budgets of the Government of India, 1921-22 

to 1934-36. ·, ._,_ ., - , ... · •. 1 _ .. , . · .• • . 1 . • 

~4,.N. V. SovANI, Population Problem in Indim-'-A Regional Approach. M.A., 
1940-41. 1 • -

-:!{ 1
M. M. SHAH, Labour Recruihnent. iinJ. ~~~o~,;~ i~ 1the Ted:t.iie' Jndi~i;~ Of 

I',Yf Bombay Presidency. Ph.D;;·1941-42;1 -•· · •·· ·· .. : •.. ,._, ·t ;1 ;! 

6. 
1
R. D. CHOKSEY, Economic H-i8tory. of the Bombay ,.Deccan and Karnatak, 

'" '. 1818-1868. Ph.D., 1941-42. . . " . . . . ,_ ,._, .•• · 

r1••iR· G. KAKADE, Socio-Economic Survey·.of.Weaving.Communities in Sholapur. 
Ph.D., 1942-43. 

~s:· 1B. R. DHEKNEY,-. Sfudies··-1;,1 "Mttiticipai· Fin4n'c~ j in Bo~lb~y:._ P~o~in~e. 
' ' 'I Ph.D., 1943-44. • " . ·,. . ' ' : 

9. A. VENKATRAMAN RAo, An Economic History of the Andhra Districts, 1766-
l ''' 1 1865. Ph.D., 1947-48. ' . '" . '' ' '. '. " . 

10. G. D. PATEL, .The .. 1Lantl-Settlemen~ •in - Gujaru.t 1 under, .,the 1British .. , 
i . ... I Ph.D., 1947-48. . , .. 
11. H. G. ABHYANKAR, Techniques, Procedures and Methods of Economic Plan-
''1''1 ning in the U.K., the U.S./!..; Germany, and the U.S.S.R.' with'speC'ial 
d 1, i reference to. p.os:~-war. conditions. in India. Ph.D., 1947-48. -· : 1 r 
12. N. P. PATIL, Marketing of Cotton in Gadag. Ph.D., 1948-49. 
13:· 'x. N. s. NAMBUDRIPAD, A S~rvey of ihe Occupational and Employ,;.etit Struc: 
-.,; . ! ture in some villages; ole Malabar. Ph.D., ,1949-50. : ! 

14. M. G. JOSHI, The Problem of Livestock in Poona District, witT> special refer-
- , ence to Marketing. M.Sc. (Agri.), '1950-51.- .. · ' · · 

i5:·'s. B .. KULKARNI, The Socio-Economic Survey of Weaving' Co»trnun.ities i121 
Ahmednagar.·, M.A.,· 1950-51. i 

~fl .. ,L. D. DEODHAB, Labour in the Sugar. Industry of the Bombay Deccan. 
Ph.D., 1951-52. 

'I •' '.! 
17 •. N. R. PATEL, [.,.a,;,n Currency. Ph.D;, 1952-53. 
l8.' W. C. SHRISHRIMAL, Trade in Kolhapur City. Ph.D., 1952-53. 
19. N. A. G. KHAN, Socio-Ecim'ontic'Survey ojMusli,.;, iit Poona: Ph.D:; 1952-53: 

·'i ' ' 
20. J. K. PHADKE, Industrial Labour in Khandesh. Ph.D., 1953-54. 
21.: ,S. B. MAHABAL, Fktctuations in· Cropped area in British· India and in the 

production of organized industries in India, (1914-1939). Ph.D., 1953-54. 
22 ... M. V. NAMJOSHI, .The Development of the Large-Scale Private Sector in 
''' . ' India .. . Ph.D:; .1956-57. 

28. V. P. PETHE, PopUlation' and Fertility in Sholapur 'City: A S!trvcy. 
Ph.D., 19.57-_58. : r 

~4. ,Mrs. S. BRAHME, iJistributi~!'- and Consumption. of Cloth in India., with 
· · · speciol reference to .Poona Cily. Ph.D., 1957-58. 

25. G. BALAKRISHNA; ''Ft1unicidl Analysis ~~·Small Industrial Concerns. Ph.D., 
.-. I 1958-59. '' •'\ . . ' ' , 

26. S. S. AHLUWALIA, The Economic Conditions of the Sikhe. Ph.D., 1959-60. 
27. N. K. KULKARNI, "An Economic Survey of the Weiwing Industry of Icha,l,­

karanji''. Ph.D., 1959-60. 
28. Smt. PRABHA M. GHABPURE,, "Lif.o and Labour of Full Time Servants, in 

Poona City", Ph.D., 1959. 1 
· • • ' ·' • ' • 
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.. R, R . . KA~ MEMORIAL .LECTURES 

Lecturer Subject 
.~c----~---~-

1. V. G. KALE Mode>~t Tendencies in EconomU: Thought· 
a11d Policy• ··'\ 

2. G. S. GHURYE The Social Processt 

3. B. R. AMBEDKAR Federation Versus Freedom 

'4.' :k. T.' SHAH 

5. A. V. THAKKAR 

6. V. L. MEHT~ 

7. S. G. VAZE 

8. JOHN MATHAI 

. The · Comtituent Assembly"':' 
,'i 

The Problellt of the Aborigines in Indiat · 

A Plea for Rlanning in Co-operationf ' ' ' ,.-

The Formation of Federa.tion8 

· Econo·mic PoliCJJ* '.·• 

9. S. R.DESHPANDE' A Statistical Approacl> to Vita( Economic 
P1·oblems• 

10,. J. V, JOSRl India's, Sterling Balances~ 
• f 

11. C. D. DESHMUKH Ccntml Banking in India :· A Retrospectt 

12. D:· G. KARvi Public Ad~inist~ation. in. De~o~aC1;1t 
1

. 

13. H. L. DAY PoliCy of Protection in India 

14. ·M •. VENKAT· 

RANGAIYA 

15. A. D. GoRWALA 

16. LAXMANSHASTRI 
JOSHI 

17 •. w. R. NATU--
. ' . 

18.- P. c. MAHALANQ­
BIS 

Comp'etitive and Co~ope~·ative Trends in 
Federali~in, ' ' · -. 

The Role of the Administrator:' Past,. 
P1·esen.t and Future 

Indian Nationalism(<. 

Public Administ-ration and Economic 
Development t . · . 
So-me Thoughts on Planning in India• 

19. S. K: MURANJAN Reflecti(ms ·on Economic Growtl> and Progress 

20. B. K .. MADAN Financing_ the Secon4 Fiv~,Y~ar .Pla,m 

21. V. K. R. V. RAo Some Reflections on the Rate of Saving 
.. ' in.-~ _l?eyclo~ng Economy• ·.····~ ,_, ' .· 

" • · , ' ' . , , l I · , • · \. I ' ~ ' ' o- . 

22, ¥1 P. pnATTOPA·. Some Apnoacl>es to Study,of. Sor:i.a.!Qiwlllgo 
DHYAY (In Press) 

~.Not published. 

t Out of print. . ' 

:., . 

. '' 
'·'· 

.1' Year_ 

'1958 

' : 
1959 

.... 

N.B. No lecture ·wa~ · d~llve~ed 
... 

in ~~47." ,·, •· f, '1 '' •I .lJc,-: 

·, ·' . ' 
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS . ' . -

1. The Snlarie~. ,of ~ublic .Officials· in India: ])y D, R. Gadgil, 1931. (out of 
print). · · · ' ·' ' ·· ' · · ' · · 

':2." · Impe1·iil' Preference :i:o~ india,: (The Otta~a · Ag~e~~ent' Exa;,ined) : by 
D. R Gadgil, 1932, (out of ;print): ·' · ~ ·. ·· · · :· .. · · . 

3 .. A Survey of the 'Mai·keting 'of Fruit' in Pooria :.'by .p; R. Gadgiland v. R: 
Gadgil, 1933, (out of print). '··· ''1 

' · · • · · " 

4. A Su1'Vey .o(Motor Bus T~,;_~po~tation in Six" Di~tri~ta 'of the Bomb~y 
Presidency : b:y; D. R. Gad'gil and' L. V." Gogate; i935,' (out of print). 

5.· Urban Ha~dic~afts of t~e Bombay D~cc~n ::by 'N. M! 'Jok~i, ~.A., '1936; 
(out of"print).. ·· · · ' .. ·'' · ·' ·· · · :.· .. ·· ··· · ·: 

l;. Legislative l'rot~ctlon' and. :Re!id' of Agr'ic~ft~r~J" -D~bt~r~ in india~: hi 
K:·a: Shh•aswaml;-·1939, (out of print). · .. ' · · . . · . ·- -- -

7. A Survey .. of Farm Business in Wai '!;aluka :. by .D •. R, Gadgil .and y. R •. 
r' ~adg'iJ~ 1~40,;';·<~?t; Of pr~n-~?·~~~ .. ':, :--: ···"· ... ~ .· .~.'. / , t I.e • -

81 The Population Problem in India-A Regional Approach :, by N. V. Sovani, 
I942', (out of print). . · . : ' .' . ' " · . · ·. . . · 

~- Regulation' ~f Wages' a~d .Oth~r Problems.~f-Industri~l ·Lab-our in India: 
by D. R G'adgll; (Reprint in 1954). Royal, 8vo, pp. )01. P~ice Rs .. 5. 

10. 'wa~ a,;d Indi~n Economic Polic~ : · by ·D. R. Gadgil and N. v. Sovani, i944, 
(out of print). ' . : ' ' . ' . . . . . . 

. . . • l' <I ,r' . ' ' • 

11. The Aborigines-"So-called"-and Their Future ; · by G .. s. Ghurye, Pro• 
fesso~· imd Head of the Department-. _of Soci~logy, Unive~sity. of Bo111bay, 
1943, (out of print). · 

I · ;: ,', •,,,(, 1;; I. '• ' , • • , ::.. '! • 
12,- ·POO,nl}:-.At _SociocEconomic Survey, P~ I, Economic "· by D. R Gadgil, 

assisted by the staff of the Institute. Royal 8vo, pp. 30p, .1945. · price 

'•· .R:~:.:~5. ' T' ·' ',, .,.. • : •_\ -r··,,-. i." .·- . ',: ' ·:' 
1~ .. - .Federati)lg-.lnd\a'·· by D. R .. Gadgil. ,,Dep>); 8v.o •. l!P• .1p, 1945. Price Rs. 6 

· · (out of print)., . , 
l4. · The ·so~io-Econo,;ic Survey of Weaving: Communities in _ Sholapur : by 

R. G. Kakade. Demy 8vo, pp. 221, 1947, Price. Rs. 10. 
' , , , ~ r • • • • • ~. _ • · ·, I . 

15. The Federal Problem in India_: .. by}> •. ~- Gadgil., .Demy 8vo, Pll- 203,}947. 
Price . Rs. 8. 

16. Bombay Finance-1921-1946: by .T. M. Joshi. Demy 8vo, pp. 220, 1947. 
Price Rs. 7 .50. 

17. . Economic: Effects of Irrigation (Report of a Suney of Direct and Indirect 
Benefits ,of .the Godavari ·and Pravara Canals).,: by ])-: R, Gadgil. Demy, 
Svo, pp. 184, 19.48 .. Price. Rs. 8. (out of print). 1 • . - .• -

18. The Social Survey of Kolhapur City : Part !-Population and Fertility : 
by N. V. Sovani; assisted by the staft;·o;f the ~nstitute .. ,;Demy 8vo, pp. 86, 
1948. Price Rs. 4. 

19. Some Observations. on the Draft. Constitution : by D. R. Gadgil. Demy 8vo, _ 
·; pp. 112, 1948. price Rs. 3. 

20. Reports of the Commodity Prices Board ; edited by N. V. Sovani, 1948 . 
. Royal. 8vo, pp, :236, 1948, Price .Rs. 10. '· ... 
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21. Post-War Inflation in India-A Survey: by N. V. Sovani, Royal 8vo, 
pp. 100, 1949. Price Rs. 6. 

22. Planning of Post-War Economic Development in India : by N. V. Sovani. 
Demy 8vo, pp. 102, 1961. Price Rs. 3.60. • 

23. Social Survey of Kolhapur City : Vol. 11-Industry, Trade and Labour: 
by N. V. Sovani. Demy 8vo, pp. 346, 1961. Price Rs. 12. 

24. Social Survey of Kolhapur City : Vol. III-Family Living and Social Life : 
by N. V. Sovani. Demy 8vo, pp. 330, 1962. Price Rs. 12. 

26. Poena-A Socio.Economic Survey : Part II : by D. R. Gadgil. Royal 8vo, 
pp. 330, 1962. Price Rs. 16: 

26. Report on the Poena Schedules of the National Sample Survey : by V. M. 
Dandekar. Royal 8vo, pp. viii + 223, 1963. Price Rs. 6. 

27. Survey of Fertility and Mortality in Poena District : by V. M. Dandekar 
and Kumudini Dandekar. Royal 8vo, pp. 191, 1963. Price Rs. 6. 

'28. Structure and Working of Village Panchayats : A Survey based on case 
studies in Bombay and Madras; by A. V. Raman Rao. Royal 8vo, pp. 218, 
1964. Price Rs. 7. · 

29. Second Report on the Poena Schedules of the National Sample Survey 
(1960·61) : by V. M. Dandekar. Royal 8vo, viii + 176, 1964. Price Rs. 6. 

30. Economic Policy & Development (A Collection of Writings) : by D. R. 
Gadgil. Royal 8vo, pp. 248, 1966. Price Rs. 8. (out of print). 

31. Fertility Survey of Nasik, Kolaba and North Satara Districts : by N. V. 
Sovani and K. Dandekar. Royal 8vo, pp. xvi + 167, 1966. Price Rs. 6. 

32. Primary Education in Satara District--Reports of Two Investigations : by 
D. R. Gadgil and V. M. Dandekar. Royal 8vo, pp. 174, 1966. Price Rs. 6. 

38. Use of Food Surpulses for Economic Development : by V. M. Dandekar. 
Royal 8vo, pp. 163, 1966. Price Rs. 6. 

j 84y-Poena : A Re·Survey (The Changing Pattern of Employment and Earn­
V ~gs) : by N. V. Sovani, D. P. Apte, R. G. Pendse, 1966. Royal 8vo, pp. 660, i 

Price Rs. 15. . · 
86. Working of the Bombay Tenancy Act, 1948 : Report of Investigation : by 

V. M. Dandekar & G. J. Khudanpur. Royal 8vo, pp. 194, 1967. Price Rs. 7.60. 
86. Food Control in Bombay Province 1939·49 : by V. S. Patvardhan. Royal 

8vo, xii + 208, 1968. Price Rs. 7.60. 
37. Demographic Survey of Six Rural Communities : by Kumudini Dandekar. 

Royal 8vo, xiv + 142, 1959. Price Rs. 8.26. 
38. Economics of a Multipl .. Purpose River Dam : Report of an inquiry into 

the economic benefits of Hirakud Dam : by N. V. Sovani and Nilkantha. 
Rath. Royal 8vo, pp. vii + 389, 1960. Price Rs. 20. 

39. Planning and Economic Policy in India : by D. R. Gadgil. Price Rs. 12. 
40. Methods and Practice of Farm Accounts : Report on the Pilot Project : 

by G. D. Agrawal and G." J. Khudanpur. Price 'Rs. 2. 

R. R. KALE MEMORIAL LECTURE 

28. B. VENKATAPPIAH The Role of the Reserue Bank of India in the 
Development of Credit Institution, Price Re. 1. 196() 

Note : Rupee prices are applicable only in India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. 
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