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A SURVEY OF MOTOR TRUCKS IN HENDERSON COUNTY, II.LII\TOIS'«%
OCTOBER, 1942

by ’
R. C. Ashby end B. D, Parrishl/

- Effective transportation 1s essentlal to winning the war.

Maintenance of trucks for transporting farm productes ies becoming increas-
ingly difficult, and the present shortage of tires, the scarcity of perte, the
-difficulty in retaining competent drivers, and the increased cost of operation is
troubling commercial truckers, Now gasoline rationing 1s effecting all trucks,

As conditions become more critical, it becames increasingly necessary to
know the actual gituation and to understand what part each trucking group contributes
toward performing the required trucking service.

To this end the Department of Agricultural Economics has carried ouié /
surveys of 604 motor trucke delivering livestock g various Illinois markets,—
240 trucks hauling peaches fr 57 southern Illinois, 137 trucks transporting vege~
tab].37 to the Chicago market,Z2/ 364 trucks collecting milk for the St. jouie mar-
ket,2/ and a survey of trucks hauling farm products in Douglas County.

This study presents the results of a survey made of t.rucks hauling farm
camodities in Henderson County, Illinoia.

"Henderson County borders the Miseissippl River and has an area of 376
square miles with a population of 8 9h0 (1940). Ite two largest towns are Oquawka
and Stronghurst, with populations of 912 and 691, respectively The county extends
about 30 miles north and south; its width 1s about 20 miles at the south and about
8 miles at the north (Figure l)

The Chicago-Denver line of the Burlington Rallroad crosses the county
approximately in the center; another line of the Burlington traverses the west side
from south to north; the Senta ¥e main line crosees the southoast corner; and a branch
branch of the T, P, and W, crosses the southwest corner, «

While there are a number of paved highways in the county, most of the local
roads are graveled, many being surfaced with very coarse gravel.  Part of the county
is hilly. Hence Eenderson County truck tires apparently wear more rapidly tho.n those
in Douglas County.

According to the .study, livestock in Henderson County was trucked to the
‘Chicago a.nd Peoria public markets (225 and 75 miles, respectively), to local markets
at Keitheburg, Monmouth, Galesburg, ILa Harpe, Burlington, and other points; and it
was shipped out by rail through local cooperative shipping associations. Grein wee
‘trucked to local elevators. Gravel and limestone were trucked frcm sources within
‘the county, and coal was trucked in from the Peorila area.

i/ R. C. Ashby, chief in Livestock.Marketing, and B, D. Parrish, First Assistent,
- Agricultural Economica : Department of Agricultural Economics, University of

Illinois. F

See Mimeograph AE-1915 and -AE-1949.

See Mimsograph AE-1949.

" See Mimsograph AE-1982,

S
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Number and Size of Trucks

: e d??
Records on 53 commercial trucks and on 211 farm trucke are included in
this report (Table 1). '

I

Table 1.--Number of Trucks Hauling Farm Products, Henderson
County, Illinois, October, 1942, Grouped by Type
of Trucks?/ and Rated Gross-Weight Capacity

‘ ; .Cormercial

Rated gross- - Livestock:! Grain _ L
welght Long- Short- and Total commercial Totel farm -
capacitjh/ haul haul coal Limestone No. % No. %
Under 8 000 3 1.4
8 000 . 3 L 7.5 117 83.9
10 000 1 L 5 9.5 16 7.6
12 000 2 1 1 L 7.5 8 3.8
14 000 4 10 1h 26.4 6 2.8
16 000 2 3 6 b 15 28.3
18 000 2 1 2 2 T 13.2 1 .5
20 000 1l 1 1.9
30 000 or more 3 3 5.7

Total T 12 7 7 53 100.0 211 100,0

a/ The trucks are divided into the several groups acgording to their major use.
h/ Rated gross-weight cepacity is the Illinois etate truck licensed gross-welght
capacity.

Of the 53 commercial trucks included in the study, 7 were clessified as
long-haul livestock trucks (hauling primarily to Chicago); 12, as short-haul.livestock
trucks (hauling to Peoria, Galesburg, and for local livestock shipping associations);
27, a8 grein-hauling and general-purpose trucks; and 7, as limestone trucke,

‘ The average size of long-haul livestock trucks was largest, three having a
grose rated cepacity of 30,000 pounds or more; 2, of 18,000 pounds; and 2, of 16,000
pounds. The rated gross capacity of the limestone trucks averaged 16,000 pounds;
that of grain trucks, 14,000 pounde., Over 85 percent of the farm trucke had a grose
fated capacity of 8,000 pounds or less and were mainly of the pickup type.

Condition of Trucks

~ Truckers were asked to appraise the condition of their trucks as excellent,
good, falr; or poor, Of the commerclal trucks, 2 percent were rated excellent; 63
percent, good; 35 percent, falr; and none, poor, Of farm trucks, 9 percent were rated
excellent; 46 percent; good; 36 percent; fair; and 9 percent, poor. Thus 65 percent
of the commercial trucke; compared with 55 percent of the farm trucks, were considered
to be in good or excellent condition.

Use of Trucks

, Table 2 shows the total miles traveled during the prédeding 12 months by all
trucks included in the study, both according to type of trucks and kind of producte
hauled,
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According to these data, Iong-haul liveatock trucke used 79.6 peroent
of théelr total niileage in mov:lng livestock,. 7.5 percent in hauling grain, and 7.k
percent in hauling coal and gravel. Short-haul liveatock trucka used 56.3drcent
of their mileage on livestock; 20.1 percent on grain, and 7. .8 percent on coal and
gravel; Combinoed; the two groups of tricke used 69, {L percent of their total mileago

on livestock, 13:1 percent on grain, and 7.6 percent on coal and gravel. Those
trucks were reported driven a total of 715,000 miles in the l2-month period.

of the tota.i mileage dr:lven by the 11meatone trucks, 77.6 percent was
used for hauling limestone and 13,8 percent for hauling coal and gravel,

Commercial trucks used mainly for hauling grain uged 35,7 percent of
their total mileage for grain, 25.8 percent for coal and gravel, 11,8 percent for
livestock; and 15,5 percent for other uses, Combined, the 53 commercial trucks were
driven 1,708,800 miles.

Table 2, - - Total Miles and Percsnta.ges of Miles Traveled by Types
of Commercial and Farm Trucke in Hauling Various Farm
Product.a, Henderson COunty, Illinois, Octo‘ber 19h2

Type of ) Live A T Coal & I.ims Fruit. & Miscel- o

trucksrﬂ/ .- gtock Grain  Ha I stone vegetable laneous Other Total
e (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) %oooj {000)
Comercial trucks
Livestock (long-haul)

Miles 320 50 . 30 8 ko2

Percent 79.6 7.5 7.h 1.9 3.6 100,0
I.ivestock ( other-/ ) y , ,

Miles 176 63 2 24 b 12 32 313

Percent 56.3 20,1 .6 7.8 1.2 3.9 10.1 100,0
Total livestock : i

Miles Lob g3 2 54 8 L 12 b 715

Percent 69.L 13.1 .3 7.6 1.0 o5 1.7 6.4 100.0
Grain ) .

Miles 8k 254 2 184 2k 235 - .30 111 712
_ Percent 11.8 35.7 o3 25.8 3.5 3.2 42 15,5 100.0
Limestone _

Miles 1 5 . 39 219 18 282
. Percent 3 L6 13.8 1717.6 6.7 100.0
Total grain and

limestone , , , )

Miles 8 259 2 223 243 23 30 129 994

Percent 8.6 26.0 .2 22,4 24,5 2.3 3.0 135.0 100.0
Total comercial : -

Miles 581 352 b 217 251 21 k2 175 1 709

Percent 34,0 20.6 2 16,2 14,7 1.6 2.5 10.2 100.0
Ferm trucks
Large ' ) ‘ 1

Miles 80 69 6 T 1 45 333 5Shl

Percent 4.9 12,7 1.1 1.3 .2 8.3 61.5 100.0
Small : : :

Miles . 135 155 b 5 35 678.1 012.

Percent 15.3 15,3 R 5 3.5 67.0, 100.0
Total farm , . : . .

Miles 215 224 10 12 1 8 1 011 1 553

Percent -13 8 14, h' .7 .8 .1 5.1 65.1 '100.0

&/ See footnote "a" Tabel 1, page 2
b/ To Peoria,’ Galesburg, and local points.
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The total mileage of the 211 farm trucks# was reported as 1,552;600. The
data in Table 2 indicate that the dlstribution of mileage for different types of
hauling wes yery similar for the two groups of farm trucks., "ot

Distribution of Tire Miles

. Since on the average large trucks use more tires than do small trucks, a
feirer use distribution may be made on the basis of tire miles than on truck miles.
A truck's tire mileage 1s coamputed by multiplying the mileage of each truck by the
number of its load tires.

Although ell commercial trucke hauling farm products in the county vere
included in our survey, it was estimated that only 70 percent of the farm trucks were
included, Accordingly, the farm truck data in Table 2 were multiplied by 1.43 in i
order to estimate the total truck miles traveled for the county., These data were then
converted to tire miles and are shown in Table 4, page 6.

The. total 12-month tire mileage was 20,40L, 744 for all trucks hauling farm
products. Of this total, 15.2 percent was traveled by long-haul livestock trucks;
9.0 percent, by short-haul livestock trucks; 20.2 percent, by grain trucks; 8.3 per-
cent, by limestone trucks; 18.9 percent, by larger farm trucks; and 28.4 percent, by
emaller farm trucks., Commercial trucks accounted for 52,7 percent of the total tire
miles;. farm trucks,, for 47.3 percent.

. For scme- products commercial trucks did nearly all the hauling; for others,
only.a minor part. . Of the total tire miles used in hauling limsstone,’ commercial
trucks accounted for 99.4 percent; coal and gravel, 95.5 percent; livestock, 74.8
percent; and grain,.60.b percent.. On the other hand, commercial trucke accounted
for only 26 .percent of total tire miles used for hay and for only 22.9 percent of
those used for. hauling frult and vegetables. .

Farm trucks accounted for 85.6 perceént of the "other" trucking listed in
Table 4 (largely on-farm service hauling), for: 77.l percent of the fruit and vegetable
hauling, for.T4.Q percent of the hay, .for 39.6 percent of the grain, and for 25.2
percent of the livestook.

Table 3. - Percent:of Total Truck Tire Miles by Each Type of Trucker Used in |
Hauling Various Products, .-Henderson County, Illinois, October,'19h2

RO - Coal Fruit .
Type of Live- and |  Lime- and Migcel-
trucker gtock: Grain- Hay  gravel ' etons vegetable leneous Other Total
Total livestock: 70.9 2.2 .2 7.6 1.2 M 1.5 6.0 100
Total commercial : 37.1 19.6 .2 15,6 141 1.k 2.3 9.7 100
Total farm 13.9. . 14,3 .7 .8 .1 5.4 --—- 64,8 100
Total county 26.1.4 17.1 . .h- ’ 8.6' 7.5' 5-5 102 35:8 100

For all trucks the percentage of total tire milea used for livestock hauling
was 26.1; for grain, 17.1; for coal and gravel, 8.6; for limestons, 7.5; for fruit and
vegetables, 3,3; for hay,..4; and for other uses, 37.0 percent, as ehown in Tabel 3. .
Foar example, of the total tire miles used in.trucking livestock, 70.9 percent was run
by livestock trucks, 12.2 percent by grain trucks, 7.6 percent by coal and gravel

truckg, and so on.
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Table &, - Total Truck Tire Milesﬁ/ and Perbentagea of Miles Expended
by Types of Commercial and Farm Trucks in Eauling Various. .°
Farm Products, Henderson County, Illinois, October 1942

Typs of T Live- . Cosl & Lime- Frult & - Miscel- o
truckefh/ stock Grain Hay gravel stone vegetable laneous Other Totel
' ST {000) (000) (000) =~ (000) (000) (000). ZOOOS 10005 10005

Commercial trucks
Livestock (long-haul)

'~ Miles : 2 heh 233 230 58 111 3 096

- Percent k6.2 6,7 13,1 3.8 1.5 15.2
Livestock (local) |

Miles 1 034 369 12 143 22 72 184 1836

Percent ° . ..19.k 0,6 12,7 8.2 3,2 29,5 2.5 9.0
Total livestock

Miles 3 ko8 602 12 373 58 22 72 295 4 932

Percent 65.6 17,3 12.7 21,3 3.8 3.2 29.5 h.o 24,2
Grain ’ - )

Miles 488 1 473 12 1066 - 143 133 173 6kl L4 129

Percent 9,1 L2.3 13,3 60.9 R 19.7 70.5 8.8 20,2
Limeatone

Miles 6 27 233 1 312 113 1 691

Percent .1 .8 - 13.3 86,2 1.6 8.3
Total commercial

Miles 3 992 2 102 24 1672 1513 155 2k5 1 049 10 752

Percent , 4.8 60.4 26.0 95.5 99.% 22,9 100 1.5k 52,7
Farm trucks ’ '
Large .

Miles 574 492 LL 52 7 319 2375 3863

Percent; 10.8 14,1 48,0 2.9 S5 . 47.2 32,5 18,9
Small _

Miles 770 886 23 28 2 202 3879 5 790
" Percent k.h 25,5 26.0 1.6 .1 29.9 ' 53.1 28,4
Total farm _ )

Miles 134k 1 378 67 80 9 521 6 254 9 65%

Percent 25.2 39.6 Th4.0 L.5 .5 77.1 8.6 L1.3
All trucks :

Miles 5 %36 3. 480 91 1752 1522 676 245 7 303 20 LOS

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

i

&/ The commercial truck mileage reported in the survey was estimated to be 100
percent of the total comsrcial truck mileage for the county. As the farm truck
miles reported were estimated to be only 70 percent of the county total, the
survey miles were increased by 1.43 in order to get the total county farm truck
miles, In order to put total miles per truck on e per tire basis, the following
weights were used: long-haul livestock, 7.7; short-haul livestock, 5.8; grain,
5.8; limsstone, 6.0; large farm trucks, 5.0; end smell ferm trucks, 4.0.

b/ Sce footnote "g," Table 1, page 4.
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Fig., 2 - The Percent of Total County Truck Tire Miles Spent in the EHauling of
Various Products by Type of Trucks, Henderson
County, Illinois, October 1942 .
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Fig. 3 - The Percent of Total County Truck Tire Miles Spent by
Various Types or Sizes of Trucks Hauling Various Products,
Henderson County, Illinois, October 1942,

Livestock

.ék\k BEy dhesys
o ""“-‘L R
ST ﬁ"-;’;'}“‘ Lé::‘ff’fw}\

TAYIAL

Coal,Gravel,
Limestone Other

.}. N, A ‘:'g"“;. .'
W m«'ﬁf’:ﬁz‘ﬁt =22

trucks




-9- .

The data in Table 3 are shown graphically in Figure 2 in order that they may
be more readily understood. K Figure 3 shows how the trucking of each different product,
as well as the total of all products for the county, was.divided between the truck

groups. .

Tire-Use Expe ctancx.;

As. in previous .surveys, truckers were asked how much mileage was estimated
as remaeining in each of their tires, both load and epare. This estimated mileage,
divided by the miles driven during the preceding 12 months, gives a uniform basis
for measuring use expectancy as shown in Table 5. ‘

Table 5:;~ The Number of Tires Expected to be Worn Out at the End of
Specified Intervals by Type of Commercial Trucks Hauling Ferm
Products, Henderson:County, Illinois,; October, 1942 '

: Tivestock: T

' ‘ Chicago _ Iocal Total Grain Limestone Total ell

Months No. % No, % ~No. ‘rNo._" % No. % No, % ‘Cum. %
Number: trucks - 7 12 - 19 27 T 23

. _ I‘Regula..r tires
Under 3.months 7 13.0 23 32.8. 30 24.2 35 22.1 15 35.7 80 2.7
3.t0:5.9 23 42,6 8 11k 31 25.0 22 13.9 7 16.7 60 18.5 U43.2
" 6 to 8.9 22 h0,7 6 8,6 28.22.6 14+ 8,9 L 9,5 L6 14,2 - 57.k
9 to 11.9 - 10 1%.3 10, 8,1 21 13.3 8 19.1 39 12.0. 69.k
12 to-17.9 2 37 7 1.0 9 7.3 33 20.9 L 9,5 4 14,2 83,6
18 to 23,9 6 86 6 48 20 12,6 4 9.5 30 9.3 92,9
24 to 35.9 6. 8.6 6. 4.8 8 5.1 i 4.3 97,2
36 and. over | kb 57 4 3.2 5 3.2 9 2.8 100.0
Total Sk 100,0 70 100.0 124 100.0 158 100,0 42 100.0 324 100.0
| Spare tires

Under 3 months 9 90,0 4 57.1 13 76.5 11 57.9 3 100.0 27 69.2

3 to 5.9 1 10,0 3 42,9 4 23,5 3 15.8 7 18.0 87.2
6 to 8.9 : . 2 10.5 2 5.1 92,3 :
9 to 11.0- S 2 .10,5 2 5.1 97.k
12 to0 17.9 S
18 to 23,9 1 5.3 1 2.6 100.0
24 and over

Total 10 100,0 7 100.0 17 100.0 19 100.0 3 100,.0. 39 100.0

On this basis, at the end of six monthsg 49.2 percent of all liveetock truck
load tires would be out of service, as would 36.0 percent on grain trucks, 52.4 per-
cent on limestone trucks, or 43.2 percent on &ll the commercisl trucks (Table 5).

At the end of 12 months the following percenteges of tires for the respective groups
would be out of use: 79.9, 58.2, 81.0, and 69.4. Grain trucke were best situated
28 to tires, primarily because their mileage per month is much less than for the
other groups of trucks. '

On livestock and limestone trucke, spare tires were coneldered jet good
enough to bring & truck in, Grain trucks were in better shape es to speres.
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Tire ‘Replaceménts

. On the 'baeie of tire conditione ag preeented, the* indicated necessary tire
replacements for Henderson County-commercial ‘trucks in 1943 would be: - 107 tires by
January 'l; 67 tires, January ‘1 - March 31; 48 'biree, -April 1 - June 30; and 41 tires, ,-
July 1 - September 30; or'a total of 263 tires by or before September 30.. In other
words, ‘72 percent_/ ‘of ‘the truck tires in service at the time of the survey were
expected. to be worn out, by the end of September.: - Accidents might increase this
number. ~ Conservation measures could reduce it,-

Ferm ‘Truck Tires

U‘ee expectency was higher ‘for farm truck'tires than for others, as only
hi 3 percen’c—/ were expected to be worn out ‘within the eneuing 12 monthse, .while 89.0
percent of the totel were expected to be worn out by the end'of 24 months, (Table 6):

For replacemente ‘on farm trucks » it appears that 560 tires would be re-
quired by September 30, 1943.

Table 6. - The Num:ber of Tiree Expected  to be Worn Out at the End of
Specified Intervals for Different Size Farm Trucks,

- Hendereen County, Illinoie, Octo‘ber, 1942
- Reguiar trucke 3 ) Pickup trucke ~ A1l farm trucks
. _ No. . : No,- o No.-
Monthes - - tires 4. Cum.% tires %  Cum%b - tires %  Cum. %

No.' of trucks 79 _ 132
W e s : ._ : - Regular tires :
Under 6 mo. 62 -15.6 o 101 19.1 163 17.6

6 to 11.9 98 24,6 ho.2 o 26,5 45.6 238 25,7 L43.3
12 to 17. 9 127" 31.9 72,1 159 .30.1 T5¢7 286 30.9 Th.2
18 to 23.9 67 16.8 88.9 70 13,3 89.0 137 14,8 89.0
24 and over Ly 11.I 100.0 58 11,0 10¢.0 102 11,0 100.0

Total 308 . 100.0 508 100.0 926 100.0
L . , Spare tircs
Under 6 mo. 27 k3.6 91 ~ 56.2 118 52.7
.7 to 11.9 11 17.7 61.3 30 18,5 74.7 41 18.3 71,0
12 £o 17.9 . 19 30.6 91:9 26 16,0 90,7 ks 20.1 9l1.1
18 to 23,9 . 5 8:1 100.0 10 6,2 96.9 15 6.7 97.8
24 and over 0 0.0 5 3:1 100.0 5 2,2 100.0

Total 62 100.0 162 100.0 224 100.0

Return lLoads

: As a part of this study, a record of one week's operations by commercial
t ucke was o'btained. The loads reported for the week included:

l/ Th:le in canparleon with 62. % percent for Douglas County (AE1982),

2] In the Douglas County survey only 20. 8 percent of farm truck tires were expected
to be worn out within a year. Hills and graveled ioads probably caused mors rapid
wear on tires in Henderson County.
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14 livestock to Chicego--averegs, 230 miles.one way

7 backhauls from Chicego--average, 230 miles.one way

4 liveatock to Peoria--average, 85 miles one way

2 backhauls.from Peorila

6 coal (no load going)--average, 115 milea one way

7 livestock to Galesburg--average, 36 miles one way

3 backhauls from Galesburg--average, 45 miles one way -
68 livestock to local points--average, 8 milea one way
1kl greain to local points--average, 7.5 miles one wey
83 limestone to local pointe--average, 14.5 miles one way

The livestock loade to Chicago involved an average of 12 extra miles for
pickups; the Peoria loads, 10 miles for pickups. The two dbackhauls from Peoria
required 26 miles additional driving to pick up the return loads; the three Galesburg
backhauls required nine extra miles for the return loads. _

There wers backhauls fromboth Chicago and Peoria on 50 percent of the trips;
feed was hauled from Chicago and coal from Peoria.

The importance of local hauling is indicated by the 1k} loads of grain end
68 of livestock to local points., =~ .

Trucking Rates

Questlions are frequently asked ag to whether truckere have raised their
rates, On the basis-of information fram truckers interviewed in thie study, it
appears that rates in Henderson County have been increased slightly during this year--
livestock rates to Chicago are up 2% cents per cwt.; to Peoria, 3 cente; and to
Galesburg, 2% cents, -Charges for local livestock hauling are reported to be 25 to 50
cents higher per trip. Rates for grain hauling have been increased very little and
are considered none too high in view of increased trucking costs.:

Seving Truck Mileegse

Data for 12 months' operatione in Henderson County are too gensral to permit
specific esunggestions as to possible reductions in truck mlileage, Doudbtless all coal
could be moved into the county by rail.  Likewlse, all livestock moving out of the
county could go by rail, although this procedure would entail inconvenience for the
northern third of the-county,

Analysis of information covering the one week of truck operation (page 11)
furnishes certain indications, although the trucking pattern may well differ for
every .week of the year.  For that week, trucking of livestock to Chicago, Peoria, and
Galesburg represented 52,6 percent of the total mlleare by Henderson County commercial
" trucks, while hauling coal from the Peoria area. (no loads going) represented 9.4 per-
cente--a cambined total of 62,0 percent of the total mileage.. So if the tire shortage
became extremely acute, &, considerable saving could be made by limiting Henderson
County trucks to operations within the county, Mlleage reductione for a year could
not be estimeted without having data for other seasons. ,

A county Transportation Program

The necessity. for tire conservation and: truck conservation is obvious. The
problem is how to acoomplish them. Federal offices#t- can lssue orders and establish
the over-all pattern, but how effectively tires are conserved will depend upon local
initiative and cooperetion. .,
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A functioning transportation commitﬁee in'a county, representing all groups
interested in the transport of farm cammodities, ‘shoulds: y

1.

2.

9¢'.
10, -

11, -

Meet regularly,

Keep informed on all importsnt matters affecting transportation of farm
products within and to and fram' the county.

Seek efficient usé of 'trucks by ‘farmers,

- Discourage hsuling of part loads by ‘Parm trucks' ‘encourage  joining

with a neighbor to ‘make up a full 1oad or having the part load
hauled by a coamercial trucker who can handle it.

- Urge farmers to list livestock with truckers 48 hours in advance

{(or more in the" case of single animale or odd lots) to enable
truckers to plarn their'loads.’

- Encoviragé truckers to insist on more’ efficient use of trucks by::

Hsuling full loads, (Too meny trucks are now hauling part
loads to local markets ' and to auctions,) ,
b. ' Minimum driving in meking pickups.
b. (1) " Pick up only when enough’ is available to make
up a full loed, -
(2) Do no out-of-way driving for any pickup of less
than 1,000 pounds. - Ask farmers to bring smaller
lots to the trucker's route, -
c. Absolutely avoid overloading tires--especially with grain,
limestone, and coal.

- Inform truckers as to ODT tire-load ‘cdpacity retings, -

- Publicize careless use or abuse of'tfuoks or tires in local newa-

papers and by radio.- It is not neceasary to mention names. Just’
tell what was doné, ‘when, ‘and the other circumstances, ' Public
opinion 18 the most effective enforcer; help it to operate.

Make récommendations for mere effective use of existing
transportation setups.

Encourage coordination between rail and truck transportation
wherever and whénever practicable. -

Anticipate inadequacies in'the county's transportétion service’
because of shifts or changes and be propared to meet them
cffectively.

) As stated preéviously, federal agencies cen give information as to the facts
of the situation, ‘can make suggestions as to what should be done, ‘and can 1gsue orders.
How successfully their "suggestiong and orders aré carried ouk will depend upon local
undérstanding, *initiative , ‘and cooperation, -
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Summsary end Conclusione

Henderson County is primarily & farming area.

2. ’fhis survey included data on 53 commercial trucks and on 211 farm

3.

9.
10.

© 1.

trucks.

The trucks, both commercial and farm, were in relatively good
condition.

Trucks show a broad use pattern, Throughout the year, both
comnercial end farm trucks hauled a variety of farm products.

Of the total truck tire miles used in hauling commodities from
and to Henderson County farms during the past year, commercial
trucks accounted for nearly 53 percent, or 10 3/4 million, tire
miles and farm trucks for 47 percent, or 9 2/3 million, tire
miles,

- On~the-road tires on commerciel trucks were not too good--

43,2 percent wers expected to be worn out within 3 months;
69.4 percent within 12 months.

On farm trucks only 17.6 percent of on-the-road tires were
expscted to be worn out within 6 months and 43,3 percent within
12 monthsa.

Trucks hauling to Chicago and to Peoria reported return loads
on half the trips. -

Trucking charges have been raised but little during the pest year.

About 15 percent of the total truck tire miles were used to haul
livecstock to points outsids the county. -

Undoubtedly economies could be effocted in the use of farm trucks,
which used ‘47.3 percent of the total truck tirs miles, by cutting
out nonessentlial driving and by better planning of essential
driving.

Although truck and tire conservation must be carried out by
individual truck owners and operators, such conservation can
be stimulated by effective county transportation programs.



