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PREFACE, 

Thfs bulletin ta a reviled tran1latlon of a pamphlet on International 
labor legislation and tho aoclety of nattona (Arbeltenchub und VCilker· 
gemelnacha.ft), by Dr. Stephan Bauer, Director of the International Labor 
omce, Basel, Switzerland. The author of tbll timely and Important oon­
trtbutlon on the .. object of the resulatlon of labor contracts throurh 
International agreements gave his full permluton for the translation and 
publication of this p&mpblet as a bulletin of the BW't!au of Labor Statl.tlca 
of the United States Department of Labor. The publlcatton has been 
delayed becauae of the time necessary to tranalate the report acouratel)­
and to check and note references to source material, The tran•latlon, 
however, was completed 1n time to be of veJT conalderable aorvlce to the 
Commlaalon on International Labor Legbl&tton whtcb prepared the draft 
convention creatine a permanent orpnlzatton for the promotion of the 
international regulation of labor condlttona, wbtcb draft baa been adopted 
by the International Peace Conference at Pa.rla. Thla bulletin will be 
Invaluable. to those tntereated In the bat meetln1r of the International Labor 
Conference which Iii to be held In October, 1919, tor the pubUcatlon atatea 
in admirable form the origin and development of lnternat~onal labor recu~ 
l&tlon up to the outbreak of the croat European war. The bulletin lndl· 
ca' In gener&l the aubjecta that muat be dealt with b7 tbeao International 
Labor Conference•. 
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ROYAL MEEKER, 
United St&tea Commluloner of Labor Btattatlca. 
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