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FOREWORD

""" The word “Coolie” is derived from the origfnal
Tamil Kuli meaning “ hire*;~ Dictionaries describe the -
word -as: “the European’s name for a hired nztive
labourer in the East”. For over a decade I have seen
the ‘grim- spectacle of unrecounted misery -in the
hovels. and factories of India where the '‘hired native
labourer is confronted with conditions bordermg upon
semi- slaveryi This monograph is" an attempt to share_
‘with: the reader the truth about the sworkmg classes
in India. . | '



