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PREFACE 

A FEW words by way of prefar.e will suffice to supply a 
key to the plan adopted m this little volume. Through
out it has be~n the set purpose of the writer ro~ avoid 
every app,earance of over-statement of the facts, and to 
keep clear·otthe hortatory method in bri~ging home the 
lessons to be learned therefrom. The facts are startling 
enough without the addition of realistic colouring, and 
if the arguments founded on them be· sound, and the 
course of action suggested ·reasonable, there is no need for 
special pleading in the monitory style. __ 

In the discussion of the Housing Question there· has 
Leen a 'Vas~ expenditure of warmth, and even heat. What 
is wanted is less emotional fervour and more light, as a 
directing force. In treating the subject in this spirit the. 
present writer has been much assisted by his predecessors in 
the same field. Apart from making full use of Blue Books 
and official reports, he has freely availed himself of the in
formation to be found in the works of Mr.· George Haw, 
Dr. E. Bowmaker, Mr. T. Locke Worthington, the various 
trads on the subject publiohed by the Fabian Society, and 
that most valuable reperwire of reliable information, Mr. 
,V. Thompson's Housing Handbook. 
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· •. The .dctel du mi,.. Congres .inte'r1J,ati01wl d~ ~ 

~ Jlabitatio~ a Bon Jfarche tenu a Liege, just :i:J'I ,_ 
.. lished, and containing' the latest reports and uttcra,,::., 

.· from the best-known auth~rities on the subject at hr uP 

and abroad, has also been used. In addition to these n. .1 y 

.be mentioned M. Lucien Ferrand's latest work 0,1 

L'Habitation a Bon JfarcM (1906); Eugen Jagers' Di· 
Wohnungsjrage and Dr. Ludwig Sinzheimer's D/, 
Arbeiterwohnungsfrage; Dr. W. Hanauer's Die Arbeiin·
wohnungsfrage from the Hygienic point of view; and L..,t, 
but by no means least, ~Ir. T. C. Horsfall's brochure {•n 

The Im~vement of the Dwellings and Surrounding.i r!f 

the People-The Example of Germany; a Supplement .to 
the .. " Report ·of. the Manchester and Salford Citizt-r: ;' 
Association for the Improvement of the UnwholescJ:> ~ 
Dwellirigs and Surroundings of the People" (1904). 

. The special thanks of the writer are due also to 
!J~ Theodore Dodd; Esq., Barrister-at-Law, for putting iut•) 
his hand a variety of the most useful publications on the 
subject; also to Dr. Alfred H. Carter, of Birmingham, for 
placirig at his disposal Reports and other publicatit.·n:; 
throwing light on the progress of Housing Reform in th~t 
town, and in Manchester and Salford. He also is indebt-t: l 
to Mr; Henry R. Aldridge, the Secretary of the NationP..l 

.Housing Reform Council; Mr. Hecht, the Secretary of th·~ 
Land Reform Association; the Secret;;mes of the Natiott,,l 
Union of Women Workers of Great Britain and Irela~' l 
and the Garden City Association; to Miss Churton, ot 
the Rural Housing and Sanitation Association, for simila:· 
help; also to Mr. R. M. Gwynn, Fellow of Trini .. y 
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C-ollege, Dublin, for materials referring to the Housing 
Question and Housing Reform in Ireland. 

But for the ready help of these and others·taking an 
interest in the Housing .Movement, who. in the most 
generous manner put materials and useful information at 
the author's disposal, the volume now before the reader 
could not be what he ventures to think it really is, i.e. a 
small all-round book on the. subject,.for the use Qf those 
who wish to study the subject with profit to themselves, 
and, it ~ay be hoped,. with the further purpose of 
facing one of the most important questions of the- ~ay; 

with a view to better the position of those for whom 
healthy and happy homes are urgently needed. 
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