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LETTE.R· .O.F TRANSMITTAL 

.. DEPARTMENT OF.COMMERCE, 
· · · BuREAU OF THE CENsus. 
W ashingt;m, 'D, 0., October 20; 1 f}41. 

·SIR: I transmit herewith a subject report on ~holeshle tra.de, issued in connection with the 
1939 Census of Business. This report, which is limi~d to -w:holesale merchants and iD.dustrial 
distributors, is in two general parts: ~e first presents the number of establishmentS, sales, 
total operating expenses, personnel, and pay roll by business-:size groups, or size brackets based 
upon ~939 sales; the second analyzes total operating expenses into administrative, selling, ware­
house, delivery, occupancy, and "other." Data in both parts are .by tradeS or kinds of 
business. . 
. :-The Census of Business, taken in 1940.in confotmity with the Act providing for the Six­
teenth Decennial Census, approved Jllne 18, 1929, covers operations during the calendar year 

_1939. The facts were collected in 1940 by a complete field canvass of~ business establishments 
in continental United States.. · · 

The statistics were co~piled under the supervision of Fred A. Gosnell, Chief Statistician 
for Business, and William A. Ruff, Assistant Chief Statistician. The report was prepared by 
John Albright, Chief of Wholesale Trade, assisted by William P. Mcinerny, · 

.Respectfully, · · 

·Hon. JEssE H. JoNEs, 
Secretary of Commerce. 

J. c. CAPT, 
Director of the Oe118U8. 

III 



CONTENTS 

CHARTS ..... 
CHART 1.-Number of establishments, sales, and personnel, by business-size groups______________________________________ VI 
CHART 2.-Number of establishments and sales, by business-size groups: 1939, 1935, and 1929----------------------------- 2 
CHART 3.-Ratio of operating expenses to net sales, by business--size groups __________________________ -:------------------ 3 
CHART 4.-An analysis of expenses of 1,090 tobacco wholesalers, by business-size groups---------------------------------- 4 

TEXT ..... 
Introduction_________________________________________ 1 Description of terms-Continued. Paee 
Busines'l-size groups _____________ ----- ____________ ._____ 1 Operating expenses-Continued. 

Establishments and sales: 1939, 1935,1929---------- 1 Selling expenses.·----------------------------- 5 
Expense ratio decreases as size increases_____________ 2 Delivery 6Xpenses ••• -------------------------- 6 
Employment and pay roll by size___________________ 3 Warehouse expenses •• ------------------------- 6 

Analysis of operating expenses__________________________ 3 Occupancy expenses___________________________ 6 
Tobacco trade analyzed.--------------"----------- 4 . Other. expenses.------------------------------ 6 

Industrial distributors. _____ . _________ -----------______ 5 Busmess-s1ze groups •.•• --------------------------- 6 
Operating expenses ans.lyzed_______________________ 5 Types of operation-------------------------------- 6 

Description of term•---------------------------------- 5 Wholesale merchants-------------------------- 6 
Number of establishments------------------------- 5 Industrial distributors------------------------- 6 
Sales. ______________ ._.__________________________ 5 Kinds of business .. __________ -_---_--------------- 6 
Active proprietors of unincorporated businesses_______ 5 Explanation of tables.--------------------------------- 6 
Number of employees------------·---------------- 5 Table 1.----------------------------------------- 6 
Pay roll.________________________________________ 5 Table •---- _______ "-- __________ -- _ --------------- 6 
Operating expenses----------------------------~--- 5 Table 5-------------------------------------· ---- 6 

Administrative expenses ____________ ------------ 5 

TEXT TABLES 

TABLE A.-Number of establishments, sales, and total operating expenses, by business-size groups: 1939------------------- 2 
TABLE B.-Employment and pay roll by size brackets: 1939.--------------------------------·-------------·---:______ 3 
TABLE C.-Establishments, sales, expenses, employment and pay roll, by bueilese-size groups: 1939 (industris.l distributors)__ 5 
TABLE D.-Analysis of operating expenses, by buoiness-size groups: 1939 (industris.l distributorsl-------------------------- 5 

TABLES 

TABLE I.-United States summary-number of establishments, sales, expenses, personnel, pay roli, and stocka-types of 
operation and kinds of business for wholesale merchants __________________________________________________ _ 

TABLE 4.-Business-siz~wholesaJe mechants-eatablishmenta, sales, expenses, personnel, and pay roll-kinds of business by 
net-sales size groups-United States summary and by geographic divisions _____________ ·---------------------

TABLE 5.-Analyeis of operating expenses for trades or kinds of business-United States summary and by geographic divisions and cities ____________________________________________________________________ .,. _____________________ _ 

APPENDIXES 

8 

11 

58 

TABLE 4.-Bales and expenses by business-size groups, 1935·---------------------------------------------------------- 100 
TABLE 5.-Ans.lyeis of operating expenses, 1935.-------- ______________ ------ ___________ . ________ ---- _________ ------- 108 
Sc&EDULII FoaM 31.-Wholesale schedule •• ----------- __ --- _________ --- ___________ -------------- __ -------- _____ ----- 113 

INDEX TO DATA BY TRADES OR KINDS OF BUSINESS 

TABLE .f TABLE 5 TABL& 4 fULI5 

JfJND 01 BVIINUS United Oeo- United .a ... KIND 01 BUI!JNEUI United Oeo- United Oto-
.r.;•ohlc Btatel E,!\phlc States viSions States .r.;•ohto Blatel .r.;aphlo 

total rialons total and cities total viliom total vlaloDI 
and citlel 

Page Page Page Pag• 
Cbemlcala and paints •...••••••••..••.••.. 

PtJQI Page Page Pagt 
Amusement and !I()OI'tlne goods •••••.•..•. II 22 08 .. 12 26 08 71 

Bicycles and su~plies. ··----·······--· II 22 08 .. Dyeatufta .. •.•.••.....••.••••.•...••. .. 26 08 71 Cameras and p oto(lraphlcaupgllca ... II 22 08 .. E?tloalvet . .......•......•••.... ~--·· 12 26 08 71 Motlon·pfcturc equipment an IUP" In Wltrlal cbemicala ...•...••••.••.•.• 12 26 08 71 
,~oue~~ Ces:oopt nlma) .........•.••...•. II 22 08 .. Navalatorea ..•.. ··------·-····----··· 12 26 08 71 otlon-plcture film eschanges •• .•..•• II 22 08 .. Paints and varnl.!beA .••••••••••••••••• 12 26 08 72 
~rUntt goods .................•...... II 22 08 .. Palnta with &lusandtor wallpaper .... 12 26 .. 72 ya, noveltl.eJ, and fireworks .•••••••. II 22 08 .. All other . ...........•.••.. · •.•••.••... 12 26 69 72 
All other .....••.••••••••. --~-- .•••.•. II 22 08 .. ClothlnRand fumlahlnp ......•....... .... 12 26 .. 72 Automotive . .....................•.••.... II 22 08 .. Clothtna; and furnllhlnp (general 
AutomobllH (nt>W an4 uaed) ••.••••.•. II 22 08 69 llrul) •......•.••••••••••••••••••••• 12 211 .. 72 Trucks and tractnra .. ................. II 22 08 70 Men'aand bnya' .........••.•....•.• :: ,. 26 .. 72 .Automotive aoceaaortes and equip- W omen'a and chUdren'a .... .••..••••• 12 26 69 73 

ment .•. .•.••...•..•••.• --··--···--· II 23 08 70 Furalndre""'d and rur clotblnft· •.••••. 12 27 69 73 
.Automotive parta .••.• •••••••••••••••• II 23 08 70 Mill cry an mllllneryaupp let •..•.• 12 27 .. 73 
Tire~ and tubes .......••••••.••.•.••.. II 23 08 70 Shoes and other root wear ......•.••..•• 12 27 .. 73 Bft"f. wlnel, and Jlquora ••••••••••••••••••• II "' 08 71 Coal and coke ......••.•...•••...••••.••.. 12 27 .. 73 
Bert and ale ..• ·····w••·············· II ,.. 08 71 Drugs (l:enerfll Une) ....•. ~ ..••........•... 12 28 .. ,. 
Wtnee and Jlqoora • ..... ~---·········-~ II ,.. 08 71 Service wholeaalen (without Uquor) .. 12 28 .. 7' 

IV 



CONTENTS v 
TABLJ.:fo TABLB6 TABLE 4 TABU6 . 

1fiND OJ' BtJIJIN'U8 Unfted a ... United aeo- lUND OF B t7SINUS Unftad a ... UnfiO"d a ... 
States .r,•oblo Statei &'Jpblo States &'Jpblo States &'lpblo 

l!lons 
total visions total and cities total vtslona total illfODI 

Blllloltla 

D"Te (tteneralllne~-Contlnued. 
Poge Poge Poge Pog• Poge Fog• P'4' F'og• 

Macblnery-equJpment-suppUes-Con. 
ervloe wholesa en (with llquorJne··· 12 28 .. 74 Commercial equlpment~ontlnued . 

Druf.and dru.R: mndrtes (apeclaJty s) •. J3 28 .. " . Soda fountain equipment and 
ro~rtetary medlctnea •••••••••••••••• 13 28 119 74 

' s~~r:,~iDes::::::::::::::::::: 17 " .. 87 
Tot tries .. ------·------ .••• ---------- 13 28 60 74 17 44 .. 87 
DruR specialties and aundrles ••• ---- •• 13 28 60 74 Store fixtures and equipment ••••• 17 46 .. 87 

Dry goods (general line) •••••••••••••••••• 13 "' "" 7. AU other---------···----···------ 17 .. .. 87 Dry ~ood> (sp<clalty linea) ________________ J3 "' 60 76 Farm and dairy •••••••• -------------- 17 .. .. 87 
oslery and lingerie.-·-------··------ 13 "' 60 76 Dairy equipment •••••••• ------~- 17 46 .. . 87 

Notions.---·--······-----------······ J3 "' 60 76 Farm implements...... • ••••••• 17 .. .. 87 
Piece goods .•••••••••••••••••••••••••• J3 "' 60 76 Farm machinery. and equipment. 17 .. .. 87 

General llne •••••••••••••••••••••• J3 "' 60 76 Industrial maoblnery, equJpment, 
Cotton ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• J3 "' eo 76 and supplies .•••••• ..: ••••••••••••••• 17 4. .. 87 
Bilk, linen, rayon, and velvet •••••• J3 30 60 76 Industrial (general line) •••••••••• 17 4. .. 87 
Woolen and worsted •••••••••••••• 13 30 eo 7. Belting, hose, and pack:J'···---· J8 .. .. 87 
Other •• -------·.-·······--------- J3 30 60 70 Construction (except r build· 

Other dry goods specialties •••••••••••• J3 30 60 76 In~_--------------------------- · 18 •• .. .. 
Ele~r~C:J:l~·erChiU:idfii(ienin.iiiD8):: J3 3J 60 76 Roa building ••••••••••••••••••• 18 .. .. .. 

J3 3J 60 76 Machine tools •••••••••••••••••••• 18 46 .. .. 
~paratus and equ~ment _ •••••••.••• 13 31 60 76 Mine and mill supplies ••••••••••• 18 46 .. .. 

lrinR suppUes an oonstructlon ma- Oil well supply houaea .•••••••••• 18 46 116 .. 
terlal.!. -----------------------·-···· 13 3J eo 70 Power plant and power trans-

Radloaand equipment.------ ••••••••• 13 3J eo 77 mission.-----·······---------·- 18 46 116 .. 
Refrigerators and equipment (bouse-- Printing and lltbograpbina: (ex· 

bold) .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. ,. 32 6J 77 cept paper) ..••••••••••••••••••• 18 46 .. .. 
All other_ .• ····--··----··--·--·-··---

,. 32 61 77 Rope:, cordage, and twine ••••••••• 18 46 116 80 
Jl'arm products-raw materials ••••••••••• ,. 32 61 77 Te.z.tUe ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 .. 116 80 

Cotton ••••••••••••••••••••••••• -----_ ,. .. 61 77 Used machinery and equipment •• 18 .. 116 89 

Oralnt .• ·----·-----------·········---
,. 32 61 77 All other.-···-··---------------·· 18 47 116 89 

Bides, skins, and raw fws .••••••••••• ,. 33 61 78 Pro!easlonal equl&ment and supplle~~ •• 18 47 116 89 
Borsea and mules •••••••••••••••••••• ,. 33 61 78 Dentalsupp y bouaea •••••••••••• 18 47 116 89 
Livestock .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• li 33 6J 78 Religious supply bouaea •••••••••• J8 47 116 89 
Tobacco Oea3;-· ••••••••••••• -- --- ---

,. 33 61 78 School equipment and sup~lles ••• 18 47 06 80 
Wool and mo alr •••••••••••••••••••• J4 .33 6J 78 Surgical, medical, and boap tal •••• J8 47 116 90 

All other---···-----------------······ 
,. 33 6J . 78 All other-------·····----------·-- 18 .. 116 90 

Farm produ~D5WDer poda ••••••••• 
,. 33 01 78 Service equipment and lllPPllet ••.••• J8 48 116 90 

DRily product& .••••••••••.••••••••••• ,. 33 61 7 Barber and beauty supply bouaea. 18 .. 116 90 
Dairy and r.ultry products .••••••••• 

,. 34 81 78 Laundry and dry cleanlnll:. ----·- J9 .. 116 90 
Poultey an poult~ products •••••••• 

,. 34 8J 711 Tailors' supplles ••••••••••••••••• 19 48 116 90 
Fmlts and v~etab ea (freab) ••••••••• 

,. 36 81 711 Undertakers' supplies .••••••••••• 19 .. 116 90 
Fresh rruua only ••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 36 OJ 711 Ufihol.!terera' supplies •••••••••••• 10 48 116 90 

All other--------·············--······ l6 36 8J 70 A 1 other.---·-··---------·-·· •••• 19 48 116 01 

F~,:'~~~-::::::::::::::::::::::::::: l6 36 62 EO Trantportatlon equipment and sup-
l6 36 62 EO plies •••••••••••••••••• -----··-····· 19 49 116 91 

Ff'rtUizer •••••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••• 16 38 62 80 Aircraft and aeronauticaL •••••••• J9 49 116 01 

Seeds .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 16 36 82 80 RaUroad ••••••••.•••••••••••••••. J9 49 116 91 

All other •••.••••.••••.• -------·--·--- J6 36 62 80 Marine ••••••••• ------·· •••••••• ~. JO 49 116 91 

Furniture and house tumlahl~-------·- J6 36 62 80 Other •• -----·-··-·----· •.•••••••. J9 49 116 01 

China, JEla.Mware, and cro ery ••••••• l6 36 62 80 Metals and metal work (except scrap) •••• JO 40 .. OJ 

Floor coverinP. ···-------····-------- 16 37 62 EO BulldlnJ metal work.······---·------ J9 49 116 01 

Furnltum (~eneralllne) •••••••••••••. 16 87 02 80 Iron an steel produoU (general line) .. JO 49 116 01 

Furniture ~ollllehold) ••••••••••••••• 10 37 62 81 Iron and steel products (semi-fin· 

~~~trurem ogt~·cexoepruapeclfted)" 
16 37 82 81 Iabodl. ·------------ ---------------. J9 49 .. OJ 

16 37 62 81 Iron and steel product! (fiat) ••••••••. J9 49 .. 9J 

MuslcallMtruments and lheet music. 16 37 62 81 Wire and wire Eroducts •••••••••••.•• J9 49 .. o• 
Groceries (general line) .••••••••• : •••••••• 16 87 82 81 Iron and 1teel nlshed products (not 

Not sponsortng cooperative or volun- elsewhere olaasUled). -----·········· J9 49 .. .. 
tary RJ'OUPS ••••••••••••••••••••••••• J6 87 62 8J Copper .•••••••• ---- •••••••••••••••••• J9 49 .. .. 

Groceries and foods (specialty lines) .••••• J6 .. 82 R1 All other .•••.•••. ·····-----·-····· •. JO 49 .. .. 
BreaJI:faat oereala ••••••••••••••••••••• 16 .. 62 81 Pa~ and Its products .••.•.•••••••••••.. 19 49 .. .. 
Canned foods •••••••. ····-··-----···· J6 .. 62 82 Wrapping or coarse paper and prod-
Coffee, tea, and spices .••••••••.•••••• J6 .. ft2 82 ucts .••••••.••.• ·------------······· J9 49 .. .. 
Coffee roaatlng and spleeo l!'lndlng •••• J6 .. 62 82 Printing and wrlttn~r papers •••••••••• "' eo .. 92 

Confectionery ••••••••••••• ··-----·· •• 16 39 .. 82 Stationery and statloneey supplles •••. "' eo .. 03 

Fish and left foods •••••••••••••••••••• J6 39 .. 82 wallpaper ••••••••••• ---------- •••••• "' eo .. 03 

Flour ••••.•••.•..•••• ------- .•••••••• J6 .. 113 83 Petroleum and Ita products ••• ---····---- "' 6J .. 03 

Fruits and vegetable.• (froJted) ••••••• '']6 40 63 83 Plumbing and beating equtpment, and 08 
Meats and provlalons ••••••••.•••••• ~ J6 ... 83 83 su~f~'b1iiR ROd "Iie&iiDir. iiSiierai iiD.!5 :: "' 6J .. 
Other food and grocery speclaltle.o~ •••• J8 .. , 63 83 "' 6J .. 08 

Hardware .•••••••..••••••••.••••••••••••• 18 4J .. 84 Beatln~ (Including stoves and rangesJ "' 6J .. 03 

General line (with lndustrlal depart· Plumb DR 1lxtures, equipment, an 

"' .. .. .. 
a!~~~-i1ii8 "cWiiliOiit" "1DdUiiii8i" dO:. 

18 ., 83 84 AI~~~~~:::::::::::::::~=::::::::::: "' 62 .. .. 
partment) ...••••••••••••••••••••••• 18 ., 83 .. Tobacco and raroducts (exoept leaf) •••••••• "' .. 67 .. 

Rpeclalty lines ••••••••••••••••••••••• J8 42 .. "' Waste mater ala .••••••••••••••••••••••••. "' 63 67 .. 
Jewelry ••.•••..•••••..••••••••••••••••••. J8 42 63 .. Iron and steel scrap •••••.•••••••••••• "' 63 67 .. 

Jewelry (~reneralllne) •••••••••••••••• J8 42 .. .. Junk and scrap (general line) ••••••••• "' 63 67 06 

Clocks and watches .•••.••••••••••.•• JG .. 83 .. Waste paper, rBKS. and rubber •••••••• "' .. 67 06 

Dlamondl and other preclous stonea .• J8 42 .. 84 N on-rerroua metals ••••••••••••••••••• "' .. 87 .. 
All other •••. _ •••.•••••••.•.•••••••••• J8 42 .. 86 AU other .•••••••••••••••••• -----····· "' .. 67 06 

Lumber and construction maWlalft •••••• 18 42 83 86 All other product! .•••••••••••••••••••.••. 21 .. 87 96 

Builders• tuppllu (fl:eneral line) •••••• 16 42 .. .. Books, periodicals, and newspapers •• - :n .. 67 06 

Lumber .••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 17 43 .. .. Flowen and nursery stock •••.••••••• 2J .. 87 .. 
Lumber and miUwork •••••••••••••••• J7 43 .. .. Fores'Jroducts (except lumber) ••••• OJ .. 67 90 

Millwork •••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 17 43 .. 86 Oener merchandlso •..•••••••••••••• 
., .. 87 .. 

Brick, tllf~d terra cotta •••••••••••• J7 43 .. 8. Leather and shoe Gndlnp •••••••••••. 21 116 67 .. 
Cement, I e, and pluter •••••••••••• J7 43 .. 86 ~~t~e:~~-ciDiDiii·anii·vep:· - ., 1!6 87 .. 
0 lass ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J7 43 .. 88 ., 66 87 .. 
All other •••.••••.••••••.••. ----···· •• 17 .. .. 86 tabl•l-- -· -------------------------· 

Machlnery-equlpment-suppllell .•••••.. J7 " .. 86 Optlca goods •••.••... ······----- •••. 
., 1!6 87 .. 

Commert'lal e:l!1ipment and suppliPs. 17 " .. 86 Textiles and materials (other thaD 
66 07 97 

omoe rna lnf'S and equipment .• 17 " .. 86 y~ ~!:.:::::::::::::::::::::::: 
:n 

Restaurant and hotel aupply 
., 1!6 68 07 

houaea .•••.•••••••••••••••.•••• 17 .. .. 80 Miscellaneous ldodl of business •••••• 
., 1!6 68 97 

Gara11e and fllltnrr 1Latlon equip-
17 " .. 86 

. 
ment ............................ 

• 



VI CENSUS OF BUSINESS 
WHO~ALE MERCHANTS AND INDUSTRIAL IHSTRIBUTORS: 1939 

CHART 1. NUMBER OF ESTABUSHMENTS. SA~. ANO PERSONNEL. BY BUSINESS· SIZE GROUPS 

.J 

"' ... 
~ ... 
0 ... z 
"' u 
Q: 

"' II. 

NUMBER OF 
ESTABUSHMENTS 

IIV51NESS·51ZE GROUPS 
(BAS ED UPON NET SALES) 

Total .... . .•.. . ... . •.•...... . . .•. . •.... . . . 

$1,000,000 and O\'Cr •••• •••••••••••••••• ••• • • • • • • 
~. 000-$909, 000 .•. • • ••••••.••.•••••••••.••• • • •• 
$300, ()()()-$4 99, 000 .• ..•.• ••••..•.....••..••.•••••. 
$100, 000-$299. 000 .... • •••• • .••••••....•...••••.•. 
sso. ooo-S99. ooo __ _______ ____ ···· ········· ··-· ... 
Under $50, 000 .••.• ···-···· ···· .•••.. . • .....•.. . . 

NET SALES 

ESTABUSII MESTS 

Percent 
Numher or 

total 

02, 794 100. 0 

3, 154 3. 4 
5,047 5. 5 
6, 195 6. 7 

20, 943 22. 5 
IG, 971 18. 3 
40, 484 43. 6 

PERSONNEL 

NET SALES PERSOSNIIL 

Percent Amount 
(Odd 000) or Number 

PeriX'nL 
or 

totnl lOLOI 

$19, 418. M7 100. 0 ll12,M8 100. 0 

7,817,324 40. 3 212, 700 23. 3 
3, 482, ~71 17. 9 141, i 36 15. 6 
2, 376.089 12. 2 113,208 12. 4 
3, 658,708 18. 8 222. 907 24. 4 
1,213, ni 6. 3 101, 752 11. 2 

869,2811 4. 5 120, 245 13. 2 


