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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
o . ,DEPAR'EMENT ‘oF COMMERCE,
" BuREAU oF THE CENSUS.
Washmgton D. C., October 20, 1941.

~ -Sir: I transmit herewith a sub]ect report on wholesale trade, msued in connection with the
1939 Census of Business. This report, which is limited to wholesa.le merchants and industrial
distributors, is in two general parts: The first presents the number of establishments, sales,
total operating expenses, personnel, and pay roll by business-size groups, or size brackets based
upon 1939 sales; the second analyzes total operating expenses into administrative, selling, ware--
house, dehvery, occupnncy, and ‘“‘other.” Data in both pa.rts are .by trades or kinds of
busmess .
- The Census of Busmess, taken in 1940.in conformlty mth the Act providing for the Six-
teenth Decennial Census, approved June 18, 1929, covers operations during the calendar year
_1939 The facts were collected in 1940 by a complete field canvass of all business establishments
in continental United States..

The statistics were complled under the superws:on of Fred A. Gosnell, Chief Statistician
for Business, and William A. Ruff, Assistant Chief Statistician. The report was prepared by
John Albright, Chief of Wholesale Trade, assmted by Wllham P. McInerny.,

Respectfully,
J. C. Capr,

Director of the Census.
‘Hon. Jesse H. JonEs, s

Secretary of Commerce.
: . III
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CENSUS OF BUSINESS

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS AND INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTORS:

1939

CHART 1. NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS, SALES, AND PERSONNEL. BY BUSINESS'SIZE GROUPS

PER CENT OF TOTAL

NUMBER OF NET SALES PERSONNEL
ESTABLISHMENTS
ESTABLISHMENTS NET SALES PERSONNEL
RUSINESS-SIZE GROUPS
(BASED UPON NET SALES) Percent Amount Percent Percent
Number 0 (add 000) of Number of
total total total

PR s s s s e i S e 02, 794 1000 | $10, 418, 547 100.0 012, 548 100.0
21,000,000 and Over. ... ... ..o eaaans 3,154 3.4 7,817,324 40.3 212, 700 23.3
$500, 000-3999, 999 e 5, 047 5.5 3, 482, 371 17.9 141, 736 15.5
$300, 000-$499, 999 6, 195 6.7 2, 376, 089 12.2 113, 208 124
$100, 000-8§299,999____ .. .. 20, 943 2.5 3, 658, TU8 18.8 222, 907 24.4
, 00, 000 e eeeememeeme s 16,971 18.3 1,213,777 6.3 101, 752 11.2
04 P S AR 40, 484 43.6 869, 288 4.5 120, 245 13.2




