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PREFACE 

When the writer joined the Dacca University in Eastern 
Bengal in 1921, the fact, of which he had already been 
aware, that there was no good book dea.ling with the 
economic organisation of Bengal, came more forcibly to his 
notice. The only book on the subject is the late Mr. Jack's 
" Economic Life of a Bengal District. " It is an .admirable 
exposition of certain aspects of the economic life of the 
Faridpur District, but it deals only with this district, and· 
even then is incomplete in that certain other important 
aspects of that life find no place in it. Its main purpose was 
I the vindication of the British Rule in Bengal from the 
·economic point of view, and it hardly deals with the short
comings of the economic organisation of the province and 
their causes. For these deficiencies of the book, however, 
}Ir. Jack was not responsible. He had an unrivalled personal 
knowledge of a large part of Bengal, combined with high in
tellectual capacity and keen insight and if he had ·had the 
necessary time, there can be no doubt that he would have· 
produced a far better book. The book in question was written 
by hi~ in London in 1915 entirely within five short days, 
largely from memory as most of the material which he had 
collected had been left behind in India, just before he wen.t 
to the war front and was killed_. Even a genius could not 
have done justice to the subject under such circumstances. 
But it is rather surprising that no one has yet come forward· 
to carry further the work which 1\fr. Jack had begun so well, 
especially ·as in the other major provinces of India sub
stantial work has already been done in rural economics. In 
Bombay, lir. Keatinge, the late Director of Agriculture~ 

has written " Rural Economy in the Bombay Deccan "and 
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" Agricultural Progress . in Western India ''; in :lladras 
Dr. Gilbert Slater, Professor of Economics in the University, 
has brought out " Some South Indian Villages "; in the 
United Provinces, Mr. ~Iartin Leake, the Director of Agri· 
culture, has written " The Bases of Agricultural Practice 
and Economics in the United Provinces "; and in the Punjab 
Mr. Calvert, the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, has 
produced·" The Wealth and Welfare of the Punjab." The 
present writer therefore commenced a close and first-hand 

I study- of the economic conditions of rural Bengal as soon as 
he joined the Dacca University and continued it without 
intermission fcir more than two years. As the whole pro-
vince· of Bengal would have been too large an area for. this 
study, and as the natural and economic conditions materially 
differed in East~ West and North Bengal, he selected for his 
study· the deltaic portion of the province, comprising the 

I districts of Mymensingh, Dacca, Bogra, Pabna, },arid pur, 
Bakarganj, Tipper a- and ~ oakhali, in which these conditions · 
were more or less uniform; · and the phrase " the Bengal 
delta '' used throughout the following pages refers only to_ 
thiS tract and not to any other part of Bengal. The writer 
has travelled throughout this delta, and these pages are 

l very largely the result of his own personal observations and 
investigations, but he- has also drawn on the experience of 
many men, both official and non-official, who have given it 
out in the course of discussions and conferences and in 
G~vernment reports· and other writings, and to whom the 
writer is much indebted. 

The ignorance of rural · economics, on the part of the 
intelligentsia of Bengal as of the other parts of India, even 
of those whose· homes· are in village·s, and their apathy 
towards· agriculture are great, yet the working out of the 
new system of Government, whose paramount object must 
be the improvement of the economic conditions of the great 
mass of population deriving its livelihood from agriculture, 
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is in their hands. There is therefore a considerable risk of 
mistakes being made, unless a sound know ledge of rural 
economics can be spread among them. History shows how 
easy it is to advocate and adopt wrong remedies, which 
promise good results to the ignorant, but which produce the 
effect of aggravating economic ills instead of curing them. 
These pages will not have been written in vain, if they 
arouse the interest of at least a few members of this class, 

'

in the economic problems of rural Bengal, and if they 
stimulate them to consider the remedies that they advocate. 

The title of the book was first suggested by Prof. Pigou's 
famous "Wealth and Welfare." But before it could be 
completed, the writer found that by a curious coincidence, the 
same title had independently suggested itself to Mr. Calvert 
also. However, as the title indicates most effectively the 
main purpose of these pages, it has been retained. 

The writer is deeply indebted to the late:Sil' Asutosh 
1\Iookerjee, the Vice-Chancellor and the Syndicate of the 
Calcutta University for taking up the publication of the 
work at the beginning of 1924, but owing to the pressure 
of work on the University Pre!<s, it coul4 not be published till 
the middle of 1926. 
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