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.uHNDIX I 

PBOBLIMS OJ RAILWAY Rll:!lABILITATION IN SOUTBEAST ASIA 

Bail way rehabilitation should be made less dif'ficu.l t by the near
universality of' the meter gauge in Southeast Asia. The Japanese, also, have 
found thia useful, and reportedq carriages plying across Thailand are some
times marked 11Pnom Penh-Moulmein,ll and hence pl;y from Indochina to Burma. 
Locomotives being prime milita17 targets, will probably be few in number, ex
cept for those imported b;y United Nations forces, and presumabq available, 
through purchase or otherwise, when those forClee '•urn over management of the 
rail lines. It is not so likely, j11Cl.ging by ra.at experience, that a corres
poaiingly large proportion of' passengo3r and freigl:.~; car·s will be unus:;.'Jle 
after the Japanese withdrawal, b•.1t it must nS"rarthelesa be assumed that war
time damage and deterioration will be very great, so that a large import of' 
rolling stocks will be necessary. 

ligures were given on page 13 above indicating the density of' 
freight cars in tha four smaller couutries of Southeast Asia. Official Indo
chinese statistics list 4,115 freight vehicles of all kinds in 1938, and 645 
pasaenger cars, most of' which were equ-t:rped with vacuum brakes, aJ. though the 
shorter Haiphong--Yunnan line ~ have used pressure brakes. Thera were 2?7 
locomotives and 13 railcars at that time, With weights varying from 11 to 57.5 
metric tons each, a large number baing 53 tons in weight. There were reported
ly 17. steam and five electric locomotives on the Hongey coal mine rs.ilwey in 
1940, It is possible that the Japanese have imported a few locomotives since 
their occupation of Indochina in 1940. It is doubtful if United Nations forces 
and relief' agencies, etc., will be able to restore r.ll.il traffic to its prewar 
level without importing UpRards of GOO louomotives, 3,000 freight cars and 
perhaps 400 passenger oars, it Indochina !a retsken only with a mila by mile 
advance. Should Japan proper ba conquered fi rat, of course, the situati"n 
mii!Pt ba vary much better. 

'lhe Thai State Railways had approximtely 143 steam locomotives and 
34 Diesel locomotives in 1941, passenger and freight vehicles nll'llbering 370 end 
3,817 respectively in that year. There is little to indicate Ci.a!ru.gs to l!l!llly 

· of these locomotives or cars since the outbreak of war, except aa they uay 
have crouad. into much-bombed l!u..""ID& to be destroyed there. It should be noted, 
however, that the Japanese mey be able forcibly to withdraw Thai rolling stock 

. either into Cambodia or into Mal81Ya, according to the direction from which 
United Nations forces attack that country (if it proves necessary to make such 
an attack). At the best, there might be necessary only the replacement of a 
few looomotivee and cars lost by bombing and worn out in the normal course of 
traffic over the past few years. At the worst, pH'ilaps 90 percent of the 
locomotives and two thirds of' the rolling stoCk mey be destroyed and require 
replacement. 

The :Burma Railweya in 1940-41 were officially reported to possess 
358 locomotives with a total tractive effort of 6,486.364 pounds, There ware 
762 passenger carriages and 384 "other coaching vehicles." Freight cars 
numbered 7, 583, with a capaci t;y of approximately 130, 000 long tons, in addition 
.to "other goods vehicles•• numbering 2.006. It is ~ought that all but 1.0:5 of 
the locomotives were rendered unusable before their acquisition by the Ja;an
ese in 1942, and there have bean numerous reports of euocessful bombing attaCks 



against locanotivea in :Burma since that time. There thuo seama little doubt 
that ver'lf few locomotives, and perhaps not over a third of the rolling stock 
will b' regained when the Japanese are expelled. 

· Jro canparable figu.ras are available for Illdona.sia and Llai~a, but 
from freight and pe.Ssenger statistics cited above it ~be asBUII8d that the 
former bad more locanotives and rolling stock than at least a:rr:r two other 
countries of Southeast .Asia, and that Uale;ya was ncit far, behind Thailand. 
llababill tation needs tbere, as elllewbere, will depend moatl'lf upon tbe amount 
of destruction occasioned b,v the ~eoc~pation. · 


