
. 
\Y\ \~~\ 



~ U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
R.. P. LAMONT, Secretary 

BUREAU OF FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE 
FREDERICK M. FElKER, Dlr.ctor 

FOREIGN TRADE 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

IN THE CALENDAR YEAR 

1931 

Trade Information Bulletin No. 808 

UNITED STATES 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON 1 JI3Z 



LIST OF TABLES 

TOTAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

1. Exports, importa, and balance of trade of the United States. 
2. Increase or decrease of foreign trade. 
3. Exports, imports, per cent change, and balance of trade, by quarters. 
4. Monthly exports and importB. 
5. Indexes of changes in quantity, average, unit value, and total value of generat 

imports and exports of United States merchandiKC. . 
6. United States share in the exports and imports of leading countries (statistics 

of forei~n countries). . 
7. Trade of continental United States y,;th foreign countries and outlying Terri .. 

tories and possessions. 

RELATION OF EXPORTS TO PRODUCTION 

8. Production of movable ~oods and proportion exported. 
9. Export of manufactured goods in relation to total production. 

10. Ratio of exports to production of important products. 

II. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 
18. 
19. 

DISTRIBUTION BY CLASSES AND COMMODITIES 

Exp~rts of aJo,ricultural and nonagricultural products. 
Fore1gu trade in merchandise, by economic classes. 
Percentage increase or decrease in foreign trade by economic classes. 
Economic character of the foreign trade, by quarters. 
Exports of leading commodities. 
Per cent change in the leading exports and percentage which each forms of the-

total value of exports. 
Exporta of finished articles. 
Imports of leading commodities. 
Per cent change in the leading importa and percentage which each:forms of the­

total value of importa. 

OEOOBAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OJ' J'ORI!IION TBADII 

20. ~er c:ent increase or decrease in foreign trade by continents. 
21. 0re1gn trade by continents and great trade regions 
~;· ~ontinent distribution of foreign trAde, by" quarters: 
24• F ala!lce of trad~, by continents and great trade region!. 
25• p orelgn ttrade With each continent, by economic classes. 
26· p=~ cen each class .makes of total trade for each continent. 

· 1 cent each cont10eot takes or furnishes of total trade In each economic c ass. 
27. Merchandise exports to d . . 
28. Percenta 0 dist 'b an tmports from leadmg countries. 
29. Trade wi~h nort'1e~tiN and per c~nt changes by leading countries. 
30. Principal d' ~ orth Amenca by countr1cs. 
31. Trade wit~0i',':;i:, ~~~s in trade of the United States with Canada. 
32. Percentages of distrtb~~~' by commercial regions and countries. 

~merican countries. 011 and change in the foreign trade with Lath~ 
33. Pnncipal commodities in tr d 
34. Principal commodities in t a e of the United States with Cuba. 
36. Principal commodities in t~o.dc of the United States with Mexico. 
36. Pr~ncipo.l commodities in tr::e 0~ :re Un~tcd ~tates with Argentina. 
37. Pr!nc!pal commodities in tro.rl: ~f tlle UUu!tcd States with Brazil. 
38. Prmc1pal commodities ln tract 16 mted Ste.tcs with Chile. 
39. Pr~nc!pal commodities in trad: ~} ~~e E nited States with Colombia .. 
40. Pnnctpo.l commodities in trade of th 6 U n~tcd States with Peru. 

c lilted States with Uruguay .. 
(D) 



m 

41. Principal commodities in trade of the United Sta~'i<ltll~~~llr:~~~ .". . 
42. Trade with Eurol?e ~Y c'?mmercial regions. and coun'!l!!i~, _l:J U I'~ A -:·~ 
43. Percentages of distnbut10n and change m trade Wltli "JJiolmi!W.~ · 

countries. 
44. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Belgium. 
45. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with France. 
46. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Germany. 
47. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Italy. 
48. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Netherlands. 
49. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Spain. 
50. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Sweden. 
51. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with Union of Socialist 

Soviet Republics (Russia) in Europe. 
52. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with the United Kingdom. 
53. Trade with Asia and Oceania, by commercial regions and countries. 
54. Percentages of distribution and change in trade with Asia and Oceania, by 

commercial regions and countries. 
55. Principal commodities in the trade of the United States with British India. 
56. Principal commodities in the trade of the United States nith British Malaya.. 
57. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with China, including. 

Hong Kong and Kwantung. 
58. Principal commodities in the trade of the United States with Japan, including 

Chosen. 
59. Principal commodities in the trade of the United States with Netherland 

India. 
60. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with the Philippine 

Islands. 
61. Principal commodities in the trade of the United States with Australia. 
62. Principal commodities in the trade of the United States with New Zealand. 
63. Trade with Africa, by commercial regions and countries. 
64. Percentages of distribution and change in trade with Africa, by commercial 

regions and countries. 
65. Principal commodities in trade of the United States with British South 

Africa. 

NOTE 

This is the tenth of a series of annual bulletins on foreign trade (prevfous·rssu6S' 
Trade Information Bulletins Nos. 104, 225, 332, 387, 460, 537, 602, 684, and 749) 
prepared in the Division of Economic Research. More detailed statistiCs of.' 
foreign trade are contained in the Monthly Summary of Foreign Commerce of tlur 
United States and tho annual report on Foreign Commerce and Na.vigatiOo. ol thG" 
United States. 



FOREWORD 

Although foreign trade dropped considerably in both volume and 
value during 1931, the United States maintained its position as the 
world's leadinl,l' export nation and ranked in the usual order, next to 
the United Kingdom in value of imports. The marked decline in 
dollar value was attributable in large part to the sharp decrease in 
prices which affected all classes of commodities. In physical volume, 
exports showed a decline of 20 per cent, while the reduction in imports 
was 10 ~er cent. 

Sigruficant factors in the year's decrease in volume of exports were. 
the severe contraction in foreign sales of agricultural implements and 
refined mineral oils, which had been relatively well maintained during 
the preceding year; also the further sharp reduction in exports of 
automobiles, copper, heavy iron and steel products, and other manu­
factured articles. Quantity shipments to foreil,l'n countries of many 
kinds of fruit and raw cotton were larger than m 1930. Among the 
manufactured articles, radios and electric refrigerators, which have 
found such wide acceptance in the domestic market, established new 
high guantity records in foreign sales. 

1Jruted States exports to non-Europ~an countries, where purchasing. 
power is largely dependent upon forergn sales of raw materials and 
foodstuffs, declined 38 per cent last year, while those to European 
markets fell off 35 ~er cent. Expor~s to Europe in 1931 represented 
the largest J?rop~rtJOD: of total lJrute~ States ~xports since 1925. 
Sharp reduct10ns m pnces ~ere p~anly responsrble for the lowered 
value of imports .from Latm AJ?enca and Asia, since our quantity 
purchases of leadmg raw matenals and crude foodstuffs showed in­
creases. Purchases from Europe declined 30 per cent and those from 
Canada and Newfoundland showed a drop of 33 per cent. 

FREDERICK M. FElKER, Director, 
Bureau of Foreign and Dome8tic Commerce. 
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