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The author and the publishers offer ·~his 
short •• Life " of Engels as a tribute on· the 
fiftieth anniversary of his death which 

' occurred on August 5th, l895. 

For many years there has been no .. Life " of 
Engels available in English and, although his 
writings have now become classics of socialist 
thought throughout the world, very little is. 
known of the active part he playejl. · jn/ 
organising and leading the workin&.~·CLO\Ss · 
movement in England. The author,iwUite' 
giving a vivid picture of Engels the mail, tris'. 
warmth and vitality, explains in very siq1pk.; 
and straightforward language, the m':t.ln. 
basis of Marxist theory and shows MarX"' 
and Engels in dose collaboration and 
intimate _friendship working out their theories 
in the light of their ever-growing knowledge 
and experience gained in the working-class 
movement. 

Mrs. Coates is well known as one of the joint
authors of a number of the mo~t authoritative 
books on the Soviet Union in the English 
language, among which Armed Intervention in 
Russia, 1918-1920; From Tsardom to the 
Stalin Constitution : Russia, Finland and the 
Baltic: So~·iet-Finnish Campaign, 1939-1940; 
Why Russia Will Will and A History of Ang/o
So••iet Relations were notable successes. 
Born of Russian parentage Mrs. Coates was 
brought up in England, has worked in England 
all her life and has been a member of the 
Labour Party since the institution of 
individual membership in 1918. 
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