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FOREWORD 

This is one·of a series of reports on Economic 
Controls and Commercial Policies in the Latin American 
Republics. 

Other work in preparation ~ the Commission 
relating to trade problems of the American Republics 
includes a series or reports under each of the following 
headings: Mining and Manufacturing Industries; Agri­
cultural, Pastoral, and Forest Industries; and Recent 
Developments in Foreign Trade. 

In the preparation or this report the Commission 
had the services or David Lynch, Allyn c. Loosley, and 
other members of its steff. 

(24166) 



Introduction: .. , . 
Argentina-a SIIJIIIIIaiy description· ~-----~-- - -.- l 

The J.rg ... tine econ""'Y ----- ---------- 2 
J.gricul ture 2 
Pastcral inclustries ---------- 4 
llanUfacturing ---------------------- S 
Forestry and mining --- 7 

Pre-war foreign trade ---------------------- 7 

Ganeral cbarecter of economic controla and commercial policy --- 8 

Economic control& and commercial policy before 1940: 
The tariff ------.---------------------------- 9 

Tariff powers of the Executive --------- l2 
Export taxes -- --------------------- 13 
Exchange control --------------------------- .14 
Clearing and peymen~ agreements --------- 17 
Other coiDIII8rcial agreements ------------------ 18 
The agricultural control hc&rds --------------- 19 

The Grain Regulating Board ------------------ 19 
The National Grain and Elevatcr Commission --------- 2l 
The Nationallleat Board ------------------ 2l 
The National Yerha 11at6 Board ----------------- 23 
The Wine Regulating Board-------- 24 
The National Cotton Board ------------ 24 
Other control beards -------------------- 25 

The Govemment Petro1eum Enterprise --------------- 25 
The quebracho pool ------ ------------- 26 

Economic controls and COIIIIDercial policy since the . 
outbreak of the war - ------------------------ 28 

llodification of import duties --------------- 28 
Additional Executive control over imports ------- 29 

Exchange control since 1940 ----------------------- 30 
Situation at the beginning of the war'----------- 30 
War changes --------------------------- 3l 

The Trade Promotion Corporation ----------------- 32 
Recent commercial agreements ---------------------- 33 
The agricultural control boards since 1939 --------- 35 
Official quebracho eJCPOrt quotas ---------.------- 36 
Wartime financial controls --------------------- 37 
Rationing of scarce mat&rials --------------- 38 
Price control -------------- 4l 
Export and reexport control - ------------ 42 

Post-war problems relating tc controls and commercial policy --- 44 
The agricultural control boards ----------~-- 46 
The quebracho pool --- 46 


