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FOREWORD 

This is one of a series of reports on Recent 
Developments in the Foreign Trade of the Latin American 
Republics. 

Other work in preparation by the Commission 
relating to trade problems of the American Republics 
includes a series of reports under each of the following 
headings: Economic Controls and Commercial Policies; 
Mining and Manufacturing Industries; and Agricultural, 
Pastoral, and Forest Industries. 

In the preparation of this report the Commission 
had the services of Franklin w. Ryan, David I.ynch, 
Allyn c. Looaley, and other members of i tu staff. The 
statistics were compiled by the Statistical Division of 
the Collllllission. 
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RECEilT DEVELOPIIEHTS Ill '1liE FOBEIGH TRADE OF CHILE 

Introduction 

Chile-a SWJJinS.Iy description. 

'lbe Republic of Chile, Y which occupies the entire southern section ot 
South Ameriea between the crest of the Andean range and the Pacific Ocean, 
baa a greater inhabited north and south range than any other country in the 
world. Extending approximately 2,600 miles, its Width varies from 46 to 
250 miles. Ita total area, 296,717 square miles, is slightly smaller than 
that of Calitomia, Oregon, and Washington combined. Q\ile is bordered 
on the north by Peru and on the east by Bolivia and Argentina. The 
greater part of the COWltry is a series of valleys between the Andes and 
the much lower coastal range; below about latitude 42° S .. , the coastal 
range becomes a seri~s of islands which tringa the mainland. 

Its extreme longth and tho varintions in altitude give Chile virtually 
every variety of climate. the country may be divided into three regions
northern, central, and sol:tbern. The northern ragion, which extends from 
the Pe:n1vian border to about latitude 32° s., consists, in its more northerly' 
soction of sandf desert and barren mo\Ultains containiDg the nitrate and 
borax deposits. The southern section is a somidesort, rich in a variety 
of minerals. There is a limited rainfall Jn tho Winter months and, with 
tho aid of irrigation, some agri,c.ulturo is carried on. 

Central Chile, frcm latitude 32° tc 1,2° s., or from about Valparaiso 
to Puerto llontt, is the agricultural section of the country. It is also 
the center of the manufacturing industries and conto.ins the principal 
cities. Detweun tho Andes and the ~stnl. range lies the plain known as 
tho Central Valley of Qlilo. Here tho summors nre bot and dry, but the 
t~inters are mild, w1 tb plentiful. rainfall. The soil is fertile and in
tensively cultivated. In the southern part of this region are extensive 
forests and mineral deposits. 

Southern Chilo, from about latitude 42° s. to Cape Horn, is a region 
of louer temperatures and of hao.vy precipitation, which in some aruaa 
exceeds 100 inches a year. Dense forests are fo\.Uld up to elevations of 
S ,ooo to 6,000 foot, and pasture lands for cattle and shet~p are located 
tbroughout the aroa. 

Accord~g to the census of 1940, tho populo.tion of Chile totaled 
S,CX>l,OOO, Y about one-half of which ms urbnn. The dtmsity is SOIDadlat 
more thW'l 15 persons to tha square milo, but more. than three-fifths of tbe 
population is conct.:ntro.tcd in the central region embracing only ont~-fi.fth 
of Ch1le 1 s total area. In large parts of tho northern dest-trt and s-1-
dosort rogions thEJ population do us not oxcocd 3 porsons to the square 
milo, and, in 'tho southern Province of Magallanos, it is considerably 
loss than 1 person to the squartt milo. 

jJ Officl.al.ly known as Raplblica do Chilo. 
y An official estimate for Deoembor 191,2 gnvo the population as 5,165,000. 



2 

Tho Ch"MP ecopopry.'JJ 

Despite the predominance of minernls :l.n ito for•ign trade, by tar the 
lnrgor part of ll>Ue 1 s popU.atioo is ongngeo:l :l.n egriculturu. Alth""llll 
agriculture is carried on :l.n other parts of tho country, llliddle ll>lle, 
tlw.t region extcnd:l.ng f'raoo above Valparaiso oo the north to Val<liv:l.n 011 

tho sautb, is tbe chief agricultural area. 'tbe principal cereal crop 11 
\lhcat, but lnrge quantities ot barley and oats aro grom, aa well aa 
aaller quantities of :rye and corn. 

There baa beeo considerable devolopmant of fruit growing :1.n tho 
ro;:iona surrmmding Valparaiso and V.U<livia, tbo principal products bto:l.ng 
apples, peaches, pea.rs, figs, plums, cherries, apricots, ar.r.t~lons, ~rious 
berries, or.mges, ond lumons. Grapo culturo also is an i.mport::1nt industry; 
tho tnut is grown not only for table usc bu.t oleo !or tho raS~icll.y growing 
do111.cstic wino industry. A vide variety of v.:.gotables is grown, 1ncl.ud.ing 
bo:ms, peas, lcm.tils, chickpeas, pot3toos, r.n<l onions; large quantities 
of c.ll ot tbese, axccpt potatoes, ore oxportod. Host ot ttl~ sugar and 
cotton consumed 1n Chile 1s imported. 

Qrlle's international trade dopcnds largely on mining, OSJX!c1ally of 
copper, and on the production of nitrat.oa. In 1938 m.nernl.s constituted 
J4ore than 78 percent of the tote.l value of exports. 0111<.' ranlta attcond 
only to the United Stat.8 :l.n tl:o production of copp.r. ll>Uo 18 tho onl;r 
country in ~ich deposits of sodium nitrnte exist 1n quantities suffici~t 
for commercial exploitation. As a result of th~ development of synthetic
nitrogen processes in consw:ling COWltrios, however, nitrate production no 
longer holds the position 1 t once did in tho Chilean economy. 

Dcposi ts of coppt.r are found -1n tllo coastal ran go and in the lower 
slopes of the Andes, in both the nortb~rn and centrnl. regions. In 1938 
Chili: furnished 18 percent of tho toto.l sorld output of coppt.tr and 70 p6r-

ccnt of the total Latin American production. In 19J5 nuarly 14,000 workor~t 
( 0:r.clusive of clerical and technical staffs) nero omployod in tho coppt;Jr
mi.,:l.ng industry, 11hicb 18 coo trolled :1.n lnrgo part by Unit.d Stotea 
intorcsts. 

Chll<~, the chief coal-producing co\Ultry of Latin America., bas long 
hu.d an Qllnw:.l output of about 1,250,000 metric tons. The low qu:Uity of 
Chilean coal, however, as \;oll as tho high costs of extraction and the 
ln.ck of adoque.te port fuciliti(JB, has mndo it impossible to vxport coal. 
Tho iron-oro deposits of Chil£ have b!lon 11.ctive}3' oxploitttd for many years. 
Production of iron or~ 1n recent y~rs has been about 1.5 million long tons 
annually, all of which is exported to tho Unittld Stateo&. Num(lrous othur 
minqrals aro minod, including gold, silvor, mangan•JB6 1 cobo.lt, r11o1¥bdt~num, 
boruto of limo, salt, le~t.d, aluminum, tiSJ!tUth, morcury, :Dica., ziDc, and 
sulfur. 

0 
Much of thu rilgion south of Valdivia (boWOI:l.."l l:ltitudo 77° nnd. 44 

S.) is forc.sted nnd possesses an abundance of CQIDril(Jrcially valw:.ble timb(Jr, 
including both soft and hard woods, suito.blo for nearly all construction 
and industria.l usos; thf:t stand ·or soft t~oodc;, hoti<.Ner, is liraitod. In 
tho northum aoction substantial areo.a which wore originally for.:.:atad hnve 
bean cleared for forming; cxcossivu rainfall, chnrncteriatic of the 
c;outhern aoction, rL~d~rs lumbering oporations thure difficult. Doapitb 
thtiso climatic and topogruphico.l obsto.ol.:.~s, moro than 6oo so.willa arc ~ 
opuration. 

!J Thil brief deacription ot tha ChUoeo economy relatoo principally 
to the period before the outbreak or tbe Ul'• 
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t. 
Qrllo is an important livostock. country. In 1938, bowov..:.:r, exports 

o: pa.storal products constituted but 7 pc:rcC~nt of total 0\Uuan exports, 
tho most important being t;ool, hidt::s and skins, ol1d fresh Md troz~ 111.:o.ts. 
Shoop raising is tho most important pil&tol'lll. activity. In 1910 tbll DUJaber 
of sheep in tho country """ 1.6 lllill.ion; by 1912 it bad incroaoed to 'll>out 
4 million, at which 1uvel it roma!nod until a!tar 1925. S!ncu 1929 tho 
number of sbuep end lambs in Cbile bcs boun ~omaRhat 1n oxc~as of 6 million, 
about two-fifths of tdlich bo.vc buen grozod in tho south ... rn Provinct: of 
Uo.ga.llones. Beef cattle ra!.sing in Chilo is l.nrgely for tho d.omostic 
mo.rkct, a.lthough quantiths of cattle hides nro exported. The numbor of 
cattle in 1937 wus nearly 2.5 million. Goats, hogs, nnd horses also ara 
raised, as well as cattlo- for dairy purposos. 

According to <Into for 1940, about 116,000 porsons were employed in 
4,169 principal manufacturing ostnbllshm~nts. Most manufacturing tllkus 
place in tho Santiago and its vicini~. Only tgg othur districts, 
Vo.lpe.reiso and Concopci6n, havo any considor.:lblc significnnco 1n manu
facturing. As a result of industrial dt:lvolo"'poont, thE icportntion of 
many COl\5\DIIcr goods b.as virtually boon olimi.na:tcd. In tho decado 1929-38 
thoro was a markod incretLse in tho C1Uoan production of cotton and wool..m, 
as voll o.s of rayon and silk toxtUE~s. Most ChUeon munufncturing is on 
a. &l8.l.l scale, however, and costs of production arc rulo.tivuly high. The 
principal products IDIUlufncturod cu-o fc,odstuffs and bov~.:rngus, textiltJB1 
chemical products, leo. thor and leo.thor goods, r.nd mctr.l products. 

Tho Foreign Trodo of Chile Y 

Chile is predOJJOinontly .m nuicul turc.l country, nnd lllObt of its 
ngriculturc.l, as well as its industrial, output is conslll!led Jomestic·Uly; 
nevertheless foreign trade plays n more prominent role in the economic 
life of the nation than in most countries of Lntin America. Considered in 
relo.tion to the country's tota.l. production, the value of Chilean forAibJ"1 
tra.de is one of the highest in Latin Americn. In 1940 exports Y:ore er.u:J. 
to 628.50 per cepita. ond imports to ~21, compnred with $30.50 nnd G.20, 
respectively, for the United States. · The vitul role of foreign tro.dc in 
Chile's economy is accounted. for, in lCU"ge }IQrt, hy the impol·tuneo of itG 
coppor ond nitrate industries, ubich nccount for about three-fourths or 
total exports. Substonti::U.ly tho ehtire pl>pulntion of northern Chile, 
or nec.rly 15 ~rcent of the country's popultr.tion, is dependent uyon tht~se 
two export industries. 

Certo.in Chile:-.n products occupy r.n importnnt position in world 
commerce. Chile ranks second ouly to tlte l'nitecl Gt:l.tee·-an n producer of 
copper and is the world's lar"eot exporter of thnt mtitul. Bufore ~orld 
war I, ChUe •ns the predominnnt source of world f.iupplies of nitrate, but, 
with the development in several countries of fixr~.tion of r.itrogen from the 
air, und or b,yproduct nitrogen mx1uf~cture, the Chilean mined ~reduct bns 
ceo.sed. to be such en importnnt fnctor in lYOrld murkete. The coun~ 
remains, ho•ever, n substantial source of tt.io imt-ortnnt mnteria.l. Y 

In value of foreign trnde, Chile in 19)8 ranked sixth runong the 
nntions or Lntin America ond fourth amoil~ those '::If South Americn. !n 
thut yeo.r its exports, including gold, Jl were v:'.lued IJ.t i>HJ million 
pesos (141 million dollarl), or o.bout g percent of ull Lutin Juaerico.n 

jj lor a detalled. enalysis of the foreign trade or Chile 1u1 well as other 
couu:triea ot Latin America in the decade 1929-38, aee u. s. Tariff commission, 
The roreim Trade of Latin America (4 vola. ) , Report No. 1..46, Second Seriea, 
Walll>!nl{too, 191..2. 

y For en appraiel61 of the role or the Cb.Ueen nitrate industry, see the 
eect1oo oo post-war probl-.a. 

}/ D:c1ud!nl aold, Chilean exports in 19)8 .... valued at 1115 million 
pesoa (lJ9 llll.llion dnllsra). 



exports nnd nearly 10 percent of thos; from South Americo..Y In the S:.II!i.f~ 
year, when itlports omOWlted to 499 million pesos {103 million dollors), 
Chile took 7 percent of the v:U.ue of all commoditie~ imz;orted into the 
20 Latin American countries (in torms of value) ~u ne~ly 9 percent of 
those imported into the 10 South Al!lerict-.n Republics. In interrreting 
these tmd all trade statistics which follovt, it should be borne in mint:. 
thnt Chilean trade sta.tistics o.r~:t recorded in pesos ct 6 pence gold, wi._J.ich, 
in United States currency WCt.s for ... erly equivalent to $0.1217, but whicil 
upon the devr.J.uation of the United Sta.tes dollar (February 1, 19.34) beC;:$1.8 

equivalent to $0.2061. The dOill.estlc currenc:;r of Chile is the puper peso, 
which h~s a variable gold vnlue. 

Chile's trnde with the world, ~ gold pesos :::.nd in United St::.tes 
dollars, 1924-42, is 5hown in bble 1. For mc.ny yonrs before the 
outbreuk of the war, the va.lue of exports usucl.ly exceeded thn.t of iiDports; 
the rntio of imports to exports during the period 11:0::4-42 r::.nged frcm 1:.5.3 
percent (19J7) tc 105.4 percent (19JO), The ratio of !.mports tc exports 
wna exceptionoll:r low in 1937,. ;when the export bnlonce reached 519 million 
pesos (107 m1111on dollllt's), H the largest since 1929. In 1938, 1'\S a 
result of the world business recession, which greutly reduced export~;, 
ChUa's export bolance dropped tc 184 million pesos (3~ million dollors). 
During 1941 and 1942 it averaged 252 million pesos (52 million dollo.rs) 
=all¥· 

The continued surplus of exports, however, hns not erented commens~r.:.te 
exehenge balances. Cbilesn minL,g enterprises are controlled vrincip~lly 
b)r foreign comptmies; therefore, part of the vnlue of minernl exports is 
not avcilable to the countr,y in the for. of foreign exchnn6e uith which to 
filum.ce imports or to service comcerclol nnd public debt obli~tions, h!rt h 
reta.ined by the foreign companies cs eo.mings of their Chilenn propertic::s. 

Exports. 

Copper and sodium nitrate predominnte j.J) the Chile:-.n export t.r:J.de. 
During the period 1937-39 minerol. products Y c.ccounted for more tbrm 
three-fourths of tot.>.al. exportft from Chile; copper alone constituted ::tbout. 
one-hnlf, tmd sodium nitrate nbaut one-fifth. Agriculture.! and pastoral 
products accounted for nenrl.y one-sixth of the totnl export tr:-.de,; m.:mu
factured BOods (excluding procesr~ed foods) constituted ~bout one-tenth. 
Other exports (lnrgely preciouo ~f!t..:U.s) averaged nbout ~ percBnt. In 
1937 the United Stntes ar.d tl"'-.e Unitod Kingdan euch took nbout o:\e-fift.il 
of Cbile 1e exports; Gemuny, one-ta:1th; :-.nd Belgium, one-twelfth. !,;lf:ifl 

than 4 percent went to other couutrios of Lo.tin Americ.:t. 

Exports from Chile in 1937,. c-. yer.r 'Hhich nnrked the end of f, period 
of improvement "hich follovred the low in 1932, were vd.uetl at 94t: million 
pesos (195 million dollars). With the reduced dem~U'ld for copper, wool, 
and hides and skins resulting fro101 the 1rorld business 1·ecession beginnin.;; 
in the l!!tt.er part of 19.37, totc.l exportr. in 1938 declined to 68.3 million 
pesos (141 milliotl dollot·s) nnd in 1939 to 671 million pesos {l3b :11illior. 
dollars). The decline in the v.:lue of ex}Jorts of coppel' in 19.38, due in 
pnrt to the sharp full in the price of this met:..;J., wus ... el:ttlvely brreator 
thnn that of totnl exports; in 1939 the v:-.lutl of exports of coppel" incrJt.Eted 
slightly compored with 19J8, but tct.:l exports duo1inod. 

!/ In the Chilean trade st.:.•t.istics i:lxports und ia~ports of gold ~md 
silver are included in the to~~s. For the ~ost ~t, Chil&tJl export3 
of these metals nre similar in economic significnnce to ttxports oJf oth<.r 
merchandise, innsmuch as they are the product of Chilenn mine~ and the 
shipments Ill'S not in the mnin accounted for by :uijustmdllts of monettlry 
reserves. 

Y Not including precious metals, excopt 1n ores. 



Eopar't8ll 

teer 
Peeoa or u. s. 
6d. fl01d dollar& 

1924- 1,817,939 221,243 
1925 - 1,878,758 228,645 
1926- 1,654,509 201,354 
1927 - 1,689,558 205,619 
1928- 1,940,079 236,108 
1929- 2,293,726 279,146 
1930- 1,328,12) 161,633 
1931- 824,739 1oo,m 
1932- 290,494 35,353 
1933 - 343,771 51,909 
1934- 469,832 96,832 
1935- 473,088 97,503 
1936- 562.~ 115,884 
1937- 947,589 195,298 
1938- 682,858 140,737 
1939- 671,355 1J8,366 
1940- ~6,716 143,593 
1941- 781,5()4 161,068 
1942- ~."7 179,195 

!'able 1.- Gl1let 'b'ede with tbe _.ld, 1924-42, 

(W.. ill thCJIIOUidel 

lJipart8 Zl Ca:l.ftl"liOD llalallce 
tacton or trode J/ 
1 peao ,._or u. s. 0~ 6d. "17"' Peaoa or u. s. 

6d. JOlcl dollaro eqll&lo 6d.cold dollar a 

1,089,'772 132,625 f0.12l,7 i'728,167 ..SS,618 
1,223,)?8 148,885 .1217 +655,380 +79,7fiJ 
1,292,674 157,318 .1217 +361,835 +44,036 
1,072,991 130,583 .1217 +616,567 +75,036 
1,200,014 146,042 .1217 +740,065 +90,066 
1,617,564 196,858 .1217 +676,162 +82,288 
1,400,125 170,395 .1217 -72,002 -11,762 

705,902 85,908 .1217 +118,837 +14,463 
213,786 26,018 .1217 +76,708 +9,335 
181,815 27,454 .1510 +161,956 +24,"5 
241.714 49,817 .2061 +228,118 +47,015 
303,626 62,577 .2061 +1~,462 +34,926 
346,733 71,462 .2061 +215,536 +44,A22 
428,866 88,)89 .2061 +Sl8,723 +106,909 
498,957 102,835 .2061 +183,901 +37,902 
410,7" 84,655 .2061 +2fiJ,610 +53,711 
507,005 104,494 .2061 +189,711 +39,099 
525,251 108,254 .2061 +256,253 +52,814 
622,796 128,358 .2061 +246,661 +50,837 

lllltlo o~ 
1Jopo..U 

t.o ' 
export. 

Percent 
59·9 
65.1 
78.1 
63.5 
61.9 
10.5 

105.4 
85.6 
73.6 
52.9 
51·4 
61,.2 
61.7 
45·3 
73·1 
61.2 
72.8 
67.2 
71.6 

y Eopar't8 or CblleOD prcducte- nat10D8lioed proclucte. Values ere ~.o.b. t'rcmtlor, ucludi.a,fl export dutloe. J:r;porte or 
balllOD ODd specie oro !.Del-. 

:i/_IIIporte ~or COD..-ptiOD. BalUOD ODd specie ore I.Dchlded. Values are c.1.~., ao declored 1>7 •orcbODte. 
}/ JD uport bolODce io .... ted (+), ODd 1111 aport bolODce (-). 
1i/ ChilOOD tnde otatletlco are recorded 1D poooa o~ 6 poDoe gold, wlll.ch, 1D UDited States eurrsC7, were equiftlent t.o to.l217 

1111t11 the Ullited Stetao abondcmed the flold ot.andard. Upall tho doftlnatlon ot tho UDited Statea dollar (Feb. 1, 1934), tbe 
Ullited Statao dollar eqlliftl..,t ae l'&iaed to to.2061. · 

Sourcfoa eo.pued 1>7 tbe u. S. !'ar1tt ec-l.aaiaD tro. Cbile, JDnario !at.ad!otlco de C~clo !Jttarlor. and !!atadiatlca Chilena. 
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The outstanding developments in the Chilena export trade o.fter the 
outbreck or the wo.r were n substantil:l upw:-.rd trend in the total vnlue 
of exports, n mnrked increo.ee in the importnnce of cop.per, the los!' of 
customar,r mnrkets 1D D.lrope, and .lil expm1sion of w.rkets in the Western 
H.U.sphere, particulo.rly in the United Sta.tes, Argentinn, and Bro.zil. 
Tbo 1Dcrense 1D vnJ.ue or exports is primllrlzy nttributcblo to the """""ding 
shipnents and higher prices of copper. The totnl Vl'~ue of oll other exports 
W!lS only slight:cy higher 1D 1942 thon 1D 1939 :uu1 tbere w:us nctually " 
decline in the total. tonnllge of exports, despite the substanti:ll. incre~se 
in t.be t.onnnge of copper. 

The total value or exports 1Dcronsed from 671 lllillion pesos 1D 1939 
to 869 lllillion pesos (179 million dol.JJ:>rs) 1D 1942, n Ci~uro 10 percent 
l!lllllller thon the vnluo or exports 1D 1937. Exports !"rom Chilo to the 
world and to the Onit.ed Stt:Ltes, in the period 1924-~2, ere shom in tnble& 
l. and 7. 

Exports or mineral- products oth<>r thnn copper der.lined both in voluue 
ond value .u'ter tbe outbreak of the wor, but this '1&;:-: morl\t thr.n o.t'fsat by 
increased exports of copper. The ~ue of" ngriculturu.l exports declined 
but olightzy during tho period 1940-42, averaging about 52 million i"'SOS 
(11 million dollars), or o.bout 6 percent of totcl exports; that of pnstorcl 
products der.lined by neurly one-ttiTd ns compared with the veriod 1937-39, 
amounting in 1940-42 to 35 million pesos (7 million dollll!'s) ond ncoountiDg 
for about 5 percent of the export trr.de. On the other h~nd, exports o!' 
Chlleon Dlllllufc.ctured goods (excluding processed foods) ranched 27 million 
pesos (5.6 million ciollurs) in 1942, or 3 percent of tot!~ export~; this 
was nearly three tim~ts the r.llue in 19)7. 

During tbe wr.r the United St..D.tes h .. "'.s b.!come the dCIIDimmt itl:..r'..tat for 
Chilean exports; in 1942 it took seven-t.lmths of the country• s tot:l.l 
cxportB, i.ncluding nearly c.l.l the copper. Bot.b the v~ue t:.nd pro!x.t•t.ioa 
of exports purchased by other countrias of Latin AmeriC"'l nave incrl!:ased, 
omounting in 1942 t.o :1bout one-seventh of the tot.ro..l. TOe vroportioc. 
t~ccounted for by the United Kingdom declined to nbout 2 percent. 

Composition. EXports from Cb.Ue, b:y groupe, subgroups, 8Dd pri.Doipal 
commodities, 1937-42, are shown in U!.ble 2. The Chileon export classi
fication consists of 14 groups; four of these-mineral products, ngri
C'Ultural products, animals and or..imal products, and foodstuffs--ordino.;-Uy 
account for more than nine-tenth·. of total exports, in t.ems of vAl.ue. 

In tho years immediately procoding tho outbreak or the war (1937-JS), 
mineral products, principally copper and sod!~ nlttate, constituted a 
little less tbnn four-fifths of the vo.lue of Chllean exports. Increased 
shipmente of copper raised this proportion to~ average ~f 82.5 percent 
during the 3 wor yonrs 1940-42. 

Two groups-nnima.ls and anitla.l products (exclusive of meats, which 
are grouped with foodstuffs) and c.griculturnl products (not including 
flour and ot.ller m'lDufo.ctured foods) --ho.ve nl terno.ted as the second- or 
third-ranking Chilean exports in t·ecent yef'..l's. In 1937 each of these 
groups woe valued at 74 million pesos (15 million dollors), or 8 percent 
of totul exports. In the decline in totnl expol'ts in 1~38 and 1939 
the agrioultural products group, consisting nlmo~t entirely of l~~~~~e~, 
c~renl~e~, t'rtlitH, und nuts, nlso decli:.ed iu vo.lue, but mn.int:...ine:l its 
rolutive position in the totol trude. On the other hnnd, oxport~ of 
nnimnl products, principo.lly \TOol, hides, nnd skins, declined by more 
tlum bllli' 1D toms or qunntityJ 1D 1~38 and 1939 this group represented 
more thnn 6 p~rcent of the Vt\luo oi' nll exports. 



Table 2.- ChUea Exports,ll b.J groups, subgroups, and principal cOIIIIIlodities, 1937-42 

COIIIDOdiV group, subgroup, or coamod!V Zf 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 

Value (1 000 poaoo of 6d. gold} 

Total 91.7 589 682 858 671,355 696,716 781,504 869,457 
JI!Deral products, 752,b35 5~1.·~~ ~;6~; ~;{;6; ~~·· ... .,.,,~ 

Ores, crude or eimpl.T worked, and pure metala 558,827 378,663 512,516 }/ 
!lectroqtic copper bars 256,760 184,331 177,1.90 204,480 271,91.9 323,438 
Standard and blister copper bars 247,397 11.4,487 154,149 176,357 20Q,301 250,285 
Copper-bearing ores and ccmcentrates (gold and 

22,481 17,124 ~ sUver) 22,186 11;n2 23,000 
Ircm ore and 1 ts al.lqye 12,636 13,1.78 13,660 14,698 13,914 
Gold and s11Ter 7 and cancentratea 13,052 13,459 U,4S1 8,210 3,285 1/ Nitrate and iodine 189,582 152,731 150,990 141,004 123,309 .. .Agricultural. prod.uctaa 73,698 66,756 52,537 42,569 52,814 59,322 

LeguD&SI 35,151 31,182 21,816 22,707 22,055 17,414 
Beano 12,032 9,880 9,lll 12,156 9,949 U,046 
LentUs 19,979 17,864 9,843 5,781 6,958 3,326 

Raw textile aateriale: or ngetable orig1Da 5,3U 4,958 5,070 5,979 12,808 24,008 
Hemp fibers, not dyed 4,989 4,577 4,344 5,109 U,530 23,147 

Cereals 15,239 16,375 7,844 4,704 6,446 4,612 
Fru1 t8, tubers, and other vegetables 10,662 10,192 14,265 6,053 5,KOO 7,192 

AD1.Bals and ani.mal products, including tleb and gams: 74,442 43,565 41,923 32,276 40,063 33,755 
Wool 1md other textiles of animal o!J'in• crudel 4!i,5l8 ZJ,J02 28,818 24,002 30,1.08 23,089 

Sheep' a wool, washed or unwashed 43,185 25,346 27,740 23,362 29,774 22,120 
Bides and Qtber ans.-1 matter, crudea 24,313 U,929 10,264 6,300 7,070 8,090 

Bides and eld.ns, not tanned 18,881 8,1.83 7,829 5,145 6,466 7,056 
Specie aDd precious aetel.lla 1.4,217 8,138 10,909 17,246 13,619 6,580 

Gold J.ncota ODd bars 10,835 4,209 10,909 17,246 13,406 6,580 
Jlanutactured toodstutts, iDclud.iog aeats 16,753 14,810 13,329 13,118 12,333 13,791 Choaical prometa 1,'n4 2,069 J,2ll 4,774 9,834 9,949 
Wat-ural prod\liC'ts ot waters IIDd forests 5,202 5,447 6,980 4,024 3,152 4,831 
Mboel.laneous -.nutactured. products 2,142 1,981 1,751 1,663 2,574 3,865 BeYeragea aDd liqUII'U!"a 4,838 4,510 3,804 957 2,320 2,952 
Product• ot the aetallurgical !Ddutriee 426 168 151 348 1,086 7,069 



!ext.llee aDd -..oufacture• 789 489 282 1,296 821 2,163 
llach1De'r7 1 acceeaoriee aDd tools 384 365 215 403 456 1,309 
!raDeport aateriale &Dd aoceeeoriea 267 22l 185 96 206 82 
!obaooo unutacturea 20 l3 v !Y 1 v 

Valu (1 000 u.s. dollare) 

Total 10•-- lln. 737 138 366 143 593 161,068 179,195 

IUnoral .,..-et.aa 155,118 ll.O,l24 110,486 119,114 132,362 149,173 
()rea:, crude or el.mpl)- worked, and pure atala 115,174 78,042 78,873 88,963 105,630 66,J£. Electro]3tic copper bare 52,918 37,991 36,581 42,143 56,049 

Standard and blister copper bare 50,989 29,779 31,770 36,347 41,282 51,584 
Copper-bearins oree cd. coa.centratee (gold ~md 

4,633 ~ aUYer) 4,573 3,560 4,740 3,529 
Iron ore and 1 te allay a 2,6o4 2,778 2,815 3,029 2,868 
Gold and eUYer oy• and concentrates 2,690 2,774 2,360 1,692 677 ~ Bitrate and iod.be 39,073 31,478 31,119 29,061 25,414 

.lgricul tura1 proc!uct.aa · 15,189 13,758 10,828 8,774 10,885 12,226 
Leg\18811 7,245 6,427 4,496 4,68o 4,546 3,589 

Beano 2,480 2,036 1,878 2,505 2,050 2,277 
LentUa 4,118 3,682 2,029 1,191 1,434 685 

Raw textile materials ot ngetable originl 1,095 1,022 1,045 1,232 2,640 4,948 
Hnp fibers, DOt d;yed 1,028 943 895 1,053 2,376 4,771 

Corealo 3,141 3,375 1,617 969 1,329 951 
J'ruite, tubers, and otber '1'8getablea 2,19'7 2,101 2,940 1,246 1,195 1,482 

See tootaotea at end of table. 



Table 2.- ChUea Exports, !/ bJ groupe, BUbgroupe, and pr1nc1pel C0111Dod1t1ee, 1937-42 --coaUnued. 

C-1;J group, I!Ubgroup, or c...odi.1;J Y 1937 1938 19)9 19.1,0 19/J. 1942 

_JI ... (1.000 u • • doUanl 
.&n!male and animal procmcta, 1nelud1Dg tilll:l and pmea 15,343 8,9?9 8,b40 6,652 8,257 6,957 

Wool and ot.ber texUlee ot an1.-J. ~, crudel 9,381 5,627 5,939 4,947 6,267 4,759 
Sbeep1 e ~washed or 1mwaabed 8,900 5,224 5,717 4,815 6,136 4,559 

Rides and otber anhlal •tter, cnxt•a ~.ou 2,459 2,115 1,298 1,457 1,667 
Rides and eld.J:l.e, not tanned 3,891 1,748 1,614 1,060 1,333 1,4~ 

~c:le and preciwa JDetalea 2,930 1,6'77 2,248 3,554 2,807 1,356 
Cold ingots and tara 2,233 867 2,248 3,554 2,763 1,356 

llanut'aetured toodatutte, 1Dalud1Dg -.u 3,453 3,052 2,747 2,704 2,542 2,842 
C-cal producte 366 426 662 984 2,027 2,050 
Batural. producta ot waten and roreeta 1,072 1,123 1,439 829 650 996 
•lecellaneOWI 1118Du!acttlred products 441 J,08 361 343 531 797 
Benrages and liqueurs 997 930 784 197 478 6o8 
Productaot the metallurgical :lnduat.riee 88 35 31 72 224 1,457 s Textlles ed UDutactures 163 101 58 267 169 446 
llach1neJ7, aceeeeoriee and tool.8 79 75 44 83 94 270 
Tr'al!leport uterlale and acceeaorlee 55 46 38 20 42 17 
Tobacco aanui'actures 4 3 21 21 21 21 

Percent 

Total 100.0 100 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
•I.Denl. productea 79.4 78.2 79.9 82.9 82,2 83.3 

ores, crude or eimpl,y worked, IIDd pzre •tala 59-0 55.5 57.0 62.0 65.6 --
Electrolytic copper bare 27.1 27.0 26.4 29.3 )4.8 37.2 
Standard and blister copper ben 
Copper-beuing area and ocacentntea (gold 01111 

26.1 21.2 23.0 25.3 25.6 28,8 

aU-.er) 2.3 2.5 3.4 3.2 2.2 --
Irus ore and ita allCJTe 1.3 2.0 2,0 2.1 1.8 -· 
Gold and en nr 01"88 and ocmcatratee 1.4 2.0 1.7 1.2 .4 --

•ttrat.e cd lodJne 20.0 22.4 22.5 20.2 15.8 -



.lp'ieul~ proaaotol 7.8 9.8 7.8 
Lee--•• 3.7 4.6 3.2 - 1.3 1.4 1.4 

LODtila 2.1 2.6 1.5 
Raw te%tlle uteriala or nget.ablo orf.cin• 1.0 .7 .8 

Hnlp t1bere, not, cb'ed .5 .7 .6 
ceroala 1.6 2.4 1.2 
J'nd:ta, tubers, ed ~ ft&etablea 1.1 1.5 2.1 

Jniaa].a &Dd ani-.1 proctacta, 1ncludiJ:I,g tbb and sa-a 7.9 6.4 6.3 
·- IIDd other tcnUoa or mWoa1 ~ O<Qde - 4.8 4.0 4.3 

Sbeep1 a wool, .aebed. or lDift!lbed 4.6 3.7 4.1 
&1dea and other ad.-.1. -tt.er, crud.ea 2.6 1.7 1.5 

Bides and akiDa, DOt taned. 2.0 1.2 1.2 
Specie an4 preo1.ous •tal•• 1.5 1.2 1.6 

Gold ingoto aDd ban 1.1 .6 1.6 
lllumta.ctured. too<lat.utte, iDcludin& .... ta 1.8 2.2 2.0 
Cb-cal produeta .2 .3 .5 
latu:n.l producte ot nten 1111d toreat. .6 .8 1.0 
•iecel.l..lmeowl 11118Dut&ctured. product. .2 ·' .3 
Bnen&:•• and Uqueu:ra .5 .6 .6 
Produc•ot the Mt&l.l.urg1cal indu8t.riea 11 11 11 
Textllee md .aDutactaree .1 .1 ~ Jlacb:lnfl7 acceseorlea aDd t.oot. ~ .1 fl. '!'nmsport -.terlala IUld aoceaaortea ~ Tobacco ..nutact.urea Jj Jj 

}/ Export& or Chihn product. azul natl.....UIIed product&. Valaea an !J/ J>r1no1poll3 nitnte. 
t .o.b. troot1er, e:u:luding uport dutiea, 

1/ Claaa1ticat10118 are thoae gi.Yen 1:a the ChUND export et&U.Uca 
ror 1941. Gr<Np& are I'Uike<l aceord1ng to tbelz nl.ae ill 1941. 

:JI Bot anll&ble. 

6.1 6.8 6.8 
3., 2.8 2.0 
1.7 1.3 1.3 

.8 .9 o4 

.9 1.6 2.8 

.7 1.5 2.7 

.7 .8 .5 

.9 .7 .8 
4.6 5.1 3.9 
3·4 3.9 'f-.? 
3.4 3.8 2.5 
·9 .9 .9 
.7 .8 .8 

2.5 1.7 .8 
2.5 1.7 .8 
1.9 1.6 1.6 

.7 1.3 1.1 

.6 o4 .6 

.2 ·3 ·4 

.1 ·' ·' .1 .1 .8 

.2 .1 .2 

.1 .1 .2 
11 
Jj ~ ~ 

Source& CcapUed b7 the u.s. Tarltt c~ .. ioa. trc. ChUa, An.uar:lo Eeta.d!.atieo de Comercio Exterior, end Zet.e.d!ettca CbUena, 

~ 



12 

lith the loss of llllll'koto follolli.Dg the outbr8!lk ol' ,.....,. in September 
1939, exports of ngriculturol products, Phich h<ul g<me princip:>ll;y to 
Europe, continued to deollna in quunttty; in v:Uue they conotituted 
neorly 7 percent of the total 1n l94Q-42. Subot<>ntiol quontities of 
these products, however, are ordinarilJ" exported to ot."ler South AaariCOII. 
countries; exports to these markets wero not seriously affected b7 the 
shortages of shipping. Exports in the nnim,U-products group continued 
to decline in l94Q-42, princiJ?Gl.lT becllUoe Of the shipping situuUon BD<i 
tbe loBS of European llllll'keta1 in 1942 this group constituted onl;y 4 purcent 
or total exports. This represented a. decline in value of more tb:m 50 per
cent l'rolll tbe 1937 level, 

The minor positiOD of agricultural and pc.storol products in the 
export trode have been matters of concern to the Government. During 
recent years efforts bo.ve been made to diversifJ agriculture cmd to 
increase the productiOD Of cert.nin COIIIIIlodities going to foreign mo.rkete. 
Among the!J!t J1rfJ wool, refrigerated meats, lentUa, beans, oats, barley, 
nnd hemp. },/ 

Copper. -!lonldng first lllllODg Chilo' a exports is copper. The 
United States, the largest producer of this aot.tJ., contributes :\bout 
one-third or the_ total world output; Chile, ro.nking second, n.cc<Jmlta ror 
neurly a fifth. Y .A.lJ!lost the entire Chilenn output is from m1n1ng enter
prioes controlled by_Qnited Stnteo interests. In 1937 Chilo exported 
363,000 metric tons J/ of copper burs, vo.lued nt 504 million peens (104 
million dollars) , or more than one-bDlt~ the totnl vnlue of exports. The 
quantity shipped in 1937 """ 24 percent greeter thon th:ot in the prosperous 
year 1929, although the dollnr vt:.l.ue wns lO percent lower. In l93S and 
1939 exports or copper declined in vnlue and becnme .. ll ttle leoa thnn holt 
that of the reduced totc..J. exports. 

After the outbreolc of wn.r, prices of copper rose and tho vr.lue oi 
exports increased, but not until 1941 did the tor.na~:.o oxcead thr'.t. in 1·))7. 
BeginDing 1D February 1942, because of the urgent. req• .. ires:umts of "tho lr.l%'1 
tbe United St4tes Government contrJ:'.cted tor the pu:-chnse of the entire 
copper output of Chile nt Q price sufficiently high to encourr.1ge increased 
production. As a reault., exports of copper in 1942 re:l.ched 494,000 eetrio 
tons, about 60 percent more th!m in 1929; the value of these exports 
(574 million pesos, or ll8 million dollure) wns 5 percent gronter tbnn tlu:.t 
1n 1929, tho previous record figure. 

Chilean exports of copper bars to principQJ. markets, 1~)7-42, are sbaw.n 
±n table 3. .Boforo the wor (1937-38) mol"' thnn nine-tenth• cr copper "-"<Porta 
went to six countries: Tho United Kingdom (33 percont), tho United Stntos 
(25 percont), Belgium (12 percent), Itnl;y (8 percent), Frnnco (8 percent), 
and Sweden (7 percent). In intorpreting these dato, it should boo borne 
1n mind that these countries did not in -=-~l instnnceo ropresont the ulti.Jol.a.t~ 
destino.tions of Chilenn coppa'r. Yost of thu copvPr importt.-d into the 
United Sto.tes from Chile, partiaulnrly before the \'~:tr, 'Nt:lB t~nturod in bond 
for smelting or refining and for reGxport to othar m:.rkets. After l93L the 
United StAtes becnmo the principd J:Ulrket in 1939, taking 46 jNrcent of tot<.l 
exports or copper, and in 1941, 92 yercont. Since 1941 it hus baon :W.lost 
the only mnrkot. 

!/ Chileon agricultural induotries nre described in det.U in u.s. 1·nr1ff 
Commission, Agriculture.l. Pnstdrnl. Md Forest lndurttripg in Chile, 1945 
/jroceose9J. 

6/ Chilenn output ordinnrily constitutes nbout three-fourths of tho 
total production of copper in Latin Americn. 

J1 l metric ton = 2,204.6 pounds, 



lJ 

Nitrate and iodine.-sccond. in 1mportcnce among Cbile.::u oxports 
is sodium nitro.te, of chiaf vcl.ue as o. fertilizer but used tc o. limited 
extent 1n explosives. For more than 50 yeDrs o.fter 1881, sodium nitrate 
""" the principal Chilean export product; not untU the early 1930's did 
copper to.ke the leo.d. Chilean production of nitrate, nearly ull of Phich 
is exported, increased almost continuously !'rom lbbl to 1929, in !fbich year 
there wo.s a. record output. 

At tbe outbreak of World Wr.r I in 1914, Chilenn nitrute accounted for 
58 percent of the totnl world production of nitrogen (including thD.t 
synthet1cnl.l7 produced) and for three-fourths of the vnJ.ue of Chilean eXI;orts. 
Principol.ly because of the rise· of the synthetic nitrate industry in Eu:..-ope 
and the United Sto.tes since thnt Ume, however, the position of the Chilenn 
industr7 has declined in T!!lation to world production and to the total vr~ue 
of tbe country's exports. Y ChileBD production re_t)resented 64 percent of 
the totnl world nitrogen in 1910, 4l Jl"rcent in 131 ?, 24 percent in 1129, 
and 8 percent in 19)8. Even tod.:JY, however, the production of nitrate 
constitutes almost the sole economic activity of large arena in northern 
Cnile; it is aat1.."1Ulted thnt the livelihood. of nearly 200,000 people in 
thnt region depends directly or indirectly on the industry. 

/ 

lD 19)7 eJq:orts of oodium Ditrats OIDODilted to 1.9 million •tric -·· 
ftl.uod at noar]J' 190 million pooos ()9 :oillion dollnra), or 20 percent ot 
totnl -orte. B7 19)9 tho quantif.T OJC>orted declined by near]J' 12 ~or
cent, a1 though the share in total value rose. Exports continued to decline 
in quanti f.7 end value during 1940 one! 1941; in the lattsr :reer, ext:Orto 
nre 1.3 mill1on tons. Ina&mu.eh as the total value of Chilean ex~ort.a 
has increased during each of the war years, nitrate baa contributed a dimin
ishing Froportion, IIIIIOUDting in 1941 t.> l6 ~ercent. Statiotics of o>q:orts 
ot nitrate in 1942 are not available; in that year, however, the loss of 
Eurorean markets was offset to a considerable extent by shipmenta to tJla 
United St&tee for use as fertilizer. 

The official exr:ort statistics of' ChUtt since 1934 do r.ot show the 
desttnntion of exs:orts of nitrate and iodine; the genernl fncts, however, 
are o~,tc.innble from other sources. Before the outbroo..tc: of the war, the 
United sto.tes was the largest market for Chilean nitrate, ta.~ing about 40 
pc:~rcent of the total 1n 1937-38. Gel'1118JlY ranked second, follo"OO. by Eg:rrt, 
Franco, Sweden, nnd Denmark. Euro):'e in ·:enerhl. eccount!fd for ~~bout S5 per
cent. Since 1940, the Euror:ean me.rket, othE'r throt the United Kingdom, Sy:ain, 
and Portugal, baa been almost completely' closed, and shi~ents to Egypt bave 
been curtnilod. In ~942 the United S'tt-~tcs took P.bout two-thirds or total 
exports. 

In the ~rocess of refining sodium nitrate lnrr;o quanti ties of iodinE! 
are obtnint~d as a low-cost byp-roduct. Any one of the mnjor n1 trctc com
'!=ILilies could alone more than sup~l.y the ontiro YIOrld requirements of iodine. 
To control ~rices, therefore, the ):'roduct is manufactured on n quotr. bosis. 
Exports of iodine in 1937 represented about 2.5 percent or totnl exports, 
but the rroportion doclinod in 1938 and 1939. Since the boginDing of the 
mr tber6 ho.ve been only' minor fluctuations in eJq:'Orts of iodino. 

!/ Anhydrous nmmonia., produced pr.inciJX.t.llY from atmospheric nitrogen, 
but also f'rom the nitrogen in COC'~ (a.s Q byproduct Of the Ct~king procsss) 
is now the most import.nn t priltary source of chemicW. n1 trogen and h.'ls dis
plo.ced. nutural. eodium nitro.te from its former domin:mt position WI t.he 
source of nitric ncid, which is one of the bc.sic nitrogen products in botb 
industrial chemistry nnd in the field of explosives. Cnld.ium cynnnmiclo 1 

the other primary source of ohemicol nitrogen, is produced ~~ ntmospbcrio 
nitrogen by nn electrionl. process. See o.l.sn the aection on post-wnr 
problema. 



1917 1938 1939 1'MI) 

Total, all -trie• 
011rm surzs 
J•-
.&rgalltiDa 
BruU 
Ul11 ted liJ>id.oa 432 
&alP• 
Ita!T 18,474 --.. 2,794 -fo ardar !I 

2,~ 

.lll. otb.a:r 

Valu. 

Total, all CCUiltrie8 
OBIT!D ST.&'l'!S 
J-
ArgeDtiDa 
BruU 
1JD1 ted liJ>id.oa 
Belc1mo 

5,030 

Ita4 20,S85 -.. 3,062 - 2,371 
fo arder 
.&11 othsr 7 



fotal, all COUZltriel ----------
UBITID STAT1!21 
JapoD 
ArBon tiD& 
Brui1 
1JD1 ted Iillgda. 
Belgi
Ital;r ,...,. .. -fo cmler!/ 
Jll - ... 

s. 

Percclt ot ftl,. 

fotal, all~~··------------------~==~~~~==~~~==~==~~==f===~~F=~==~~f== 
UJITID STAT1!21 
J&poD 
ArBent1Da 
BruU 
1JD1 ted IU..agdao 
Belgi• 
Ital;r ,...,. .. --"'em~ ... 
Jll other 

o4 
.2 
.1 

29.8 
9.8 
8.5 
8,) 
7.0 
5o4 
2.1 

.2 o) 

.2 
ll.1 )6,) 1 

u.s 8.1 
8.4 7.5 5.4 
7.8 8.5 .a 
6,2 9.1 ,6 
4o7 2.6 
2.9 .7 ol 

}/ Jll ehi-to ot O<>ppa' buo, t1uo deot1Dat10D ot whioh la aot b01111. at tbao ot •barkatiOD, ere iaal.udll4 IIJider 
the beadiDg •To order.• 

y Lo .. - 0,05 per-t. 

Soaroat eo.pue4 br tho v. 8. Tari.tt -oolOD trc. a.uo, Alrl&rio !ot.ad!otlco do Cc.orcio J!xtarior aa4 
lotad!otlca O>UOil&, - u. So Foroip Sernco Boport, Solltla&o, ~r, 9, 1943. 
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.J22!.-In terms of value, wool, r;rincipa.lly' unwnehod, is thE third

.ost.-important ChUoon export product; thu qUD.Dtitica cX'):'OrU:d bnvt: not 
shoWn tbe wide nuctu.ationa which hnvc charactt:rizad the leading mineral 
oxporte. Cbile ranks t.bird among tho wool-rroduci.ng countries of Latin 
Amt,!rioo, ord.i.Darily accounting for nbout 6 J:&rcont ot thu totul outrut of 
tbllt rogion. Ill 1937 •xports or wool amounted to 12 :aillion kilograma (27 

· lllill.ion J'OIIDds), nlued at 43 milll.Dn ~csos (9 million dolbrs); thuy con
stituu..d near~ 5 r:ercent of the country• s Cl~ort!J. 

Pri.Dcipal.l.J becouse of the world buSinliS8 locession, the.; Vlll\11: of 
llbipm<Dts in 19)8 declin<d. Both the quBDti1;y Uld wUU< or WOOl CXfOrts in 
1942 declined by no.,rly h:U.f ao compo.red ,ith 1937. ChilcllD exrorto of 
wool to rriDcipal llll..rkt.:t& 1937-42, arc shoml in tr:bl"' )n.. 'nlo rrinciral 
c:ustoa.c.ra 1D 1937 were Germany and the Uni k.d Kingdom; those two countries 
purcbnecd ehout 95 percent or thu totcl. During tho f<riod 1937-39 obi,.•nto 
to tho United States w(lrt.~ BIZIIlll; ~r tbu 11Utbrtlr.'lc. of the' .m.r they incrcruJfld 
zr.arkoCll.y, whllt: tho&t; to G'-:mony prncticcl.l.y coP.sc-d.. Th"' Un1t4..d States t"'lB 
tho rriDcir:al market in 19~ accounting for 81 percent or thl totnl, follow~d 
b.r Arg~nttoa ~d Brazil, oncb of vhicb nccountcd for nbout 8 ~~rcent. 

Gold and •ilver.-chile ronks tonth """"'l th• go1d-;roducing 
countries or the world, ita annual outrut nvortlging 250,000 troy ounces. 
In receot yec.rs about 30,000 persona b:::.ve .bee.n e:oployed in the gold-mining 
.indiL&tl7. Ord.1.no.ril7 moat of tbe country's gold rroduction is ccorted, 
scae iD the form or bullion, but most of it in comrlex ores nnd concen
trntee of other metals includ..ing aUver, le".d, and col)rer. In recent 
~~~, ;roctuction of eilver, ~rincipall7 as a byproduct of cor,.er t.n~ gold 
111Ding, bns &V11rnged about 1.5 lllill.ion ouncea,IUllluolly. Although ChileBD 
trade etntistics do not show the totn.l value of eX):orts of gold 1md silver 
iD Q].l their vari<NB forme, during recent ,::re-ufl.r years it is known to 
knve avert-gad about 3S mlllion ~sos (7 million dollnrs) cnnU!'.lly, mot·t ot 
which ur.e nccouated tor by gold. 

Because of the dltficultiea in obtaininS: necessury equi~ont, the out-
put of cold ba.e declined during the wnr. The value of ex~orts of gold !lDd 
silver ores nnd concentrates and gold bullion declined by 30 pereent between 
1939 and 1941. For many yeo.rs tJ1e United States M.o bePn the ~rinciral 
market tor tbese metuls, which ordinarily re!=reaent between 3 llfld ·s percent 
ot tho totcl nluo ot Cbileon exports. In ).937 ond 19)8 nearly 85 percent 
of llll exrarta ot gold t•.nd. a1lv_,r ores and concentrates wero ehl.p~ed to the 
United StatooJ otnce 1931 all lu,v• gone to that country. Du<ing the 
entire ~eriod 1937-41 tho United 3tctoa w·1.0 the oole IIICI'kr.t for gold ingote 
tiJ1d. b.u-a. 

Leguminous oroducta.--Laguminous ~roducts, rr1nc1~~ lentils 
QDd becna• are izll:ortt.nt in the ChUEJf.ll ex~ort trnde. During the ~eriod 
1937-38 the vnl.ue of CbUenn exports of these p-roducts Rvertlf,lld 33 million 
pesos (6.'7 aillloa dolbrs) o. yenr nnd constituted D()arl.y 4 percent of totol 
6xporta. In 1939 a crop shortage ond increcaed domdatic re~uircments for 
lentlle reduced both the tonnage ond vo..luc o·· ox~orts of legumes hy o.bout 
one-third, nu-ing th6 w~tr, loeaea of cuptomary Eu.rOJ:~&n mnrkt:te (~rinei~llll1 
~), abortngea ot ahipping, nnd incroaued domostie requirum~nts hr.vo 
raduoc,d ahi~mente ot lentils ahc.rply, but exports of boMa hnvc; het-n mnin
tainod. The united States has boeom6 the ~rinci~al markot tor Chiltnn 
leguminCJUI products, (1CCOW\tin8 in 1941 for J6 ,:"Oreeot of totAl l:X'j:::Orts Of 
lcguminoua J:roducts, comr;".red with only 10 p"rccnt in 1937-,38. Purchnsoa 
by th6 United Kingdom tw.ve nlso 1ncroaeod. ]d 

Y' lrl 191.0 the United Kingdom J:urchAfl13d Chilnn btonna vz•luod .'lt 8 million 
pesos (1.6 .adll1on dollnr£), compared Y.'i th unly 200,000 rt.aos t/.0,000) 1n 
19391 rurchaot:a in 1941 ruul 1942 \"16re, resj:r.ctivt!ly, 2.7 mUlion puooe 
($5~,000) Md 118,000 f0808 ($<!3,000); . 
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Cen:nla.-In 1937 nnd 1938 the value of ceref·ls cx~orted froo 
ChUa, rrinci~a.l.J.T bP.rley and oats, e.v(..ro.ged about 15 million pc.sos (•3 
a11llon dol.lc.rs) annually; or nearlf 2 ;>crccnt of totoJ. cx,:orts. These 
products vent chien,- to Gol'!ri8J1)', tho United Kingdom, BelgiUrJ, Switzcrlc.nd, 
aad other Euroronn countries. During tbc n3r1 bec~use of the closing 
ot oertdD JDropean aartet.s 1 ex,:orta of ceree.la were reduced to obou.t 
balt tbose ill 19)8. In 1940, a.fter tbe Olltbronk or tho wur, tbey were 
again reduaed, but rocovare<l substonlliB'~ ill 1941. In 1942, witb tba 
further loaa of Dlropean JW.rketa, Chile<m &7.!:-<>rts of certJals were amaller 
tblm tboso ill 1940 ODd less 'lau ..,..t.!drd tbaae pt 19)8. 

Iron ore. -Exporte ot 1rco ore ~ con&ti tute about 2 per
CClt ot totol axrcrte trao Chile. !A11'1ng tbo S 7aars 1937-41 they avartll!•d 
about 1.5 aiUion metric tooa per 7ec.r, v&J.ued at 13.5 million resos (nearly 
3 aillion dollars). PracticallT all exrorts consist or high-grade hema
tite trao tile El Toto llinas, 11t111r Coquimbo, 'rilich ore o•uod b)" Unite<t stntos 
lnterosta. ~ )Jecause of the ereu:ter im):ort..nco of coH6r ond other P-tratep,ic 
aateriala, Jl end bocauae or the genercl. ubort.l!ge of shir~ing, tho exrorto.
ticm of Uul ore tram CNa Grnnde 118.8 diaccntinued in the summer of 1942, 
reducing shipl&llts c!llr1ng tbet )"o.r to about ono-tbird tbooe ill 19J.l. 

Other co!!!!!9<11tioo. DUrblg the 3 )"ecrs 1937-39 exrorte of r<:trig
erated ll8ll.te from Cbiltt o.vt:roged in vrtlus o.bcut 7 million s:-esos (1.5 million 
dollara) annuall7 and constitu·t..i n<crl)" 1 ~orcant or total ox~orts. 
Yirtual.lT all 116ntD wore Bhi~~od. troa Punta. Arenas und went to tho Uni t£-d 
Kill&<!oa. In 1940 exports ot mo•ts declice<' &light!)". In 19J.l tohort< goo 
ot ship~ing r<ducod m.,,t ~rto b)" D<arl)" ono-tuJ.f, but 1D 1942, they 
&!>frox:!Aatod tbo qwmtit)" shipfod ic 1940o 

Coaaod1t1ea othl·.r than IWienU, agriculturl\l, r..nd pastoral rroducta 
usual.ly bon. boc·D ot llinor importo.nco in ChUF• a exr:ort trftde. ~ th& 
3 Joers 19)7-39 tbo)" avoroged about 3 percent or total oxrorts. In tho 
general 1noreaea of ~orte since tho outbroak ot th& tmr, thc;Ro 1 tt ms nlso 
illcroaaod ill vslue1 tboir aha,.., during the ) )"ears 1940-42 '"'" about 4 per
cent. Exports of ono of th& itJJmS in this grouJ:, chcmiccU. ~rortucts, r,ero 
urtodl)" st1mlatod a.fter tho outbreak or tbo mr, illcreaoing ill 1942 to 
~ thDn 9 111ill1•.>n pesos (2 million ,1ollvs), llhich wl's cbout five tim~.:s 
that on much Bs 1937. 

fiatination.-For J11NG1 yon.ra before tho \Jar tho Oni ted St. .. tea l?R.s tbo 
.est ~ortunt singlo IIIO.l"kC't for Chile en fl"''<~cts. Tho united lti.ngdom 
~ nmked second .:'lUi Gol"'DDJ17 third. Othor imrortl'nt mnrJceto llorr. 
BoJ.ci•• PronO(;, Ital)', one\ Svedon. 

Sinoa 19.33 Cb.iloan axrurt atatiatioa bcva not sho,.u the r:Jestinntiou 
ot Bhif'1811ta of nitrntc and iodino, wbicb in recant "):'rt.-war yccrs con
atitutcd IIOI"t) tbcn a fifth of totl!l exrorta rnci •:hicb CIV6.D in 1941 rt;pre-

- I[IO:Dtod no•.rq one-aixtb of thn total.. 'ftle pcrct~ntngtts n!='~onring in to.ble 4 
tor the aeveral ommtriea of destino.tion ore bnsed on totrJ. ex1=orta 
includtns nitrate and iodine, ond are, therefore, undorrt .. tem.ents for the 
United Stutes and Ge:nz.o.ny1 the ttra JDlLjor mnrkets for Chilean nitrate; 
they do, holtever, ap~rold.mute a true reneetion of the trnde flith the 
other rrtncipo.l countries of destination. The percentageS in tnble 48, 

jJ In Jc.au"ry 1942 the. Govttmm.nt of Chile stgnod a crmtrc.ct 111 th the 
M~tals Roaurve Cu. rroviding for the rurch&G~ ot all Chile~n blietcr co~ror, 
&olcl1 ltond1 liJlC, fl.Dtimoey", l'Oltromitc, moJybd.emuD, cobalt ONB, PJlrl refined 
m"'rour;y not sold '-lleenhore in thu Wcstc,m Humiscbcre. Not inclu~cd in this 
OQD:.r.:.ot waa the CbileRD out~t of rcfino•i b&r oo~p •. r nnd ht·ma.tittll ore, 
v1rtuall7 all of 11bich 01'<o JTOduccd 1>1' unit..<! St<\tos compADioo, and blroocl7 
1oill& to tbe 01\1 ted Bto.too. 



UHITED STATES 
Oni ted linsdoo 
Japan 
Ga""""'T 
Sri:taerl.and 
Argentino 
Brazil 
All other 

'fable 3&·-c~ lzporto or ohoap1 • 11<14 to pr1no1po1 oorkato, 1937-41 

1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 



••pm 
Gei'IIIIUQ' 
Switaerland 
h-g<mtiAa 
BrazU 
All otb.er 

Total, all. countriee 
UIIITED STATES 
Unitocl Dngdao 
Japm 
G<m:laey 
Sri tzerland 
.Argeat:lna 
BrazU 
All otber 

Total, all countries 

UIIITJ::V STAn.l! 
Un1 ted. Dngdao 
Japm 
Gei'IIIIUQ' 
Sri tzerland 
Argentina 
BruU 
All Other 

1J. Loso than soo. 
y All exported to .. xl.oo. 
Jl Leas than o.o, percent, 

2,2'12 
1),422 

~ 
; 

8 900 

3,os3 
539 

5,225 
1 
1 -9 

100.0 

,8 
)4.3 
6.1 

58.7 

~ 
.1 

947 - 3,179 6,290 
'1,665 13,914 - 928 - - 1,355 - - - 64 - - Ji v~ 1 208 

Val.uo (1,000 United Statoo doll.al'll) 

5 224 5 71'1 4815 6137 

2,szz 2,:!06 3,330 3,732 
m - 631 1,526 

2,184 3,426 - 279 - - 280 -- - - 16 - - - 8 
1 27 ll . z/15 

Percent ot 1'Blue 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

.1 1.0 11.9 9·1 
54·0 )8.6 69.2 60.8 
4.1 - 1),1 24·9 

41·8 60.0 - 4·6 - - 5.e -- - - ·3 
ii .4 ii 21 .1 .2 

Sourcea Compiled by the lJ, S, Taritt Ccamiedoo buD DlUe, Anuario Eotadbtico de Comereio Erl;erier, and htad1•t1ca Chileqa, 



IYUuo ill thoaoaado ~ tr. 8. doll&ro) 

1977 19311 1939 1940 
Bogicm &DC! COGDVT 

vu .. 
,..._, 

vu.. ,.... .. t vu ... Percent vu .. Porceot 
~ totd ~ totd ~ tot.aJ. ~ totd 

total, ell CCMlt.ri•• 195,298 100.0 W,7YT 100.0 1311,.366 100.0 1.43,593 100.0 

... t.era.a~ 51,169 26.2 28,684 20.4 48,514 ,.1 92,2311 64.3 
ntTI!D suns 43,982 22.5 22,122 15.7 42,205 J0.5 83,694 ss.3 
r..t.t.D ~ca 6,968 3.6 6,417 4.6 6,165 4-S 8,773 5.9 

Arpotilla 2,3U 1.2 2,075 1.5 2,575 1.9 3,844 2.7 
Pora. 990 .s 1,028 .7 787 .6 1,001 .7 
Brull 640 .3 660 .5 sso .4 7S7 ·5 

Ct.rl- PoeM-- 77 Jl 88 .1 102 .1 62 Jl 
JDropo 95,877 49.1 74,793 53.1 54,428 39.3 15,820 u.o 

liD! tad UDgd .. 311,177 19.5 J0,6S6 21.8 17,00) 12.) 8,)19 5.8 
ee-q ( illc:lud!Jig &utria) 18,614 9.5 15,221 10.8 U,670 8.4 20 Jl 
~&DC!Lazabq u,no 6.0 lD,9fl7 7.8 6,2SO 4.5 )12 .2 - 9,675 5.0 6,336 4.5 6,526 4-7 1,)20 .9 
IU!T 8,912 4.6 5,680 4.0 5,164 3.7 4,275 3.0 - 7,405 3.8 4,332 3.1 6,354 4.6 570 ·4 

A81.o 3,104 1.6 2,197 1.6 2,459 1.8 6,432 4-5 
Jopa 3,081 1.6 2,18) 1.6 2,449 1.8 6,427 4.5 

Other .... 12 
¥.1 

26 ~ 17 
¥.3 

43 Jl_ 'foardor 6,]J)) ),559 1,829 -n tnto """ 1od1Da !JI 39 07) 20.0 )1 478 22.4 ll,U9 22.5 29.060 20.2 
y !!zpor'to ot QlJ.l.oQ pl'Qhlcto - aa1Jmoll""d prodw:to. fal.u,e• are t.o.b. trcauv, uclu41Di uport dut1e1. 
~· on l.Jt.c:lodod. 

1/ Boc:l-1 Paarto R1co. 
l/IAII ~ 0.05 perooot. 
If Ia tho a..u- otouatl• ~ ~ Dl.U.to ODd 1od1Da uo DOt nport.ad bJ' .,_t.rioo ~ dootillaUoa. 

8oa:rce& c :u.s - the v. e. ~ ea-iaa1CIIl troc:. Ql.U.e, Alluart.o Eat.di.U.co de tc.ere1o Z..tertor. 

1941 

vu .. Percent. 
or total 

161,0l>8 100.0 

ll9,466 74.2 
10),~ 64.1 
15,98'7 9.9 

6,974 4·4 
1,92) 1.2 
3,270 2.0 

59 Jl 
8,313 5.2 
6,686 4-2 
1,196 .7 - -- --

29 Jl 
7,848 4.8 
7,8)0 4.8 

27 Jl -
25,414 15.8 
a.us. ... om4 



'l'ablo 4&.- CbUot J!!ZporU, 1:/I>T ns~.- oa4 prilloipol OOIDltrioo, 19J7-41 

(Valuo ID \bou8aDdo ot v. s. dollaro) 

19J7 1938 1939 1940 1941 
Region ad ocnm:trJ' 

r-~ Pore&~ Percea.t Perae:at 
Value 

Percent 
Val110 ot total Val110 of to~ Value of to~ Valuo of to~ of to~ 

Total, all coaa.trlea 195,298 - U0,7J7 - 138,)66 - 143,59) - 161,068 -
Total, all coantriee~11d1Bg 
nitrate IIIDd iodine aad. ahi~ 

1)5,654 ..at.. •to order- 150,122 100.0 105,'700 100.0 105,418 100.0 114,533 100.0 100.0 

WeeterD R..tepheJ1 51,169 34.1 28,684 27.1 48,514 46.0 92,238 80.6 119,466 88.1 
tiiiiTED STATES 43,982 29.) 22,122 20.9 42,205 40.0 83,694 7).1 103,209 76.1 
La tin A•erlca 6,968 4.6 6,417 6.1 6,165 5-8 8,37) 7.) 15,987 u.s 

.lrg .. UD& 2,)11 1.5 2,07S 2.0 2,575 2.4 3,844 3·4 6,974 5.1 
Peru 990 .7 1,028 1.0 787 .7 1,001 .9 1,923 1.4 
Brazil 640 .4 660 .6 550 ·5 757 .7 ),270 2.4 

Caribbeen Pol!lseaaiODB 77 .1 88 .1 102 .1 62 .1 59 v 
Europe 95,8J7 63.8 74,79) 70.8 54,428 51.7 15,820 1).8 8,313 6.1 

tJn1 ted lingdoo 38,17"7 25.4 )0,656 29.0 17,003 16.1 8,319 7-3 6,686 4·9 
Genony ( 1De1uding 1ootrio) -- 18,61.4 12.4 15,221 14-4 11,670 11.1 20 v 1,196 .9 
Belgi• and Lux•burc 11,710 7.8 10,967 10.4 6,250 5-9 )12 .3 - -
?ranee 9,675 6.4 6,336 6.0 6,526 6.2 1,320 1.2 - -
Italy 8,912 5·9 5,680 5·4 5,164 4-9 4,275 3-7 -
S•edea. 7,405 4-9 4,332 4.1 6,354 6.0 570 .5 29 y 

Aota 3,104 
~J 

2,19'7 . ~j 2,459 2.3 6,432 5.6 7,848 5.8 
le- 3,081. 2. 2,1n 2. 2,449 2j) 6,427 7) 7,8)0 5j) Other arae 12 17 43 27 

!/ !xporte of ChUeu produ.cte and aat1oaallze4 producte. •u:u .. are t.o.b. h"onUer, exeluding aport dutiu. Bullion and 
BP•eie are included. 

Y rn the Chilean etat.l.Uca nporte of nitrate and iodine are DOt reported by countrlee of deet.tnatton. 
Jl Exeladee Puerto Rico. 
7./ Leu thaD 0.05 porc<al~. 

SoUl'cet Co•plled by tile D. S. Taritt Coma1ae10D troa Cblle, Amlarlo letad{stieg de Co•ercio Exterior. 
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on the other bond, are computed oo the bnsis of tot.:J. e~orts exclusive 
of 11itrnte ond iodine. '!'he same method bna· been used 1n tnble 7 nrter 
19)) to COIIIP\lte tho share of the united States 1o the Chilean ex~ort 
trade. All values and pereentngeA for the united Stntee and Ga11118.D1 
after 19)) _..,_ 1o tile toll.coi1JIC t.i~Ne parasrapba relste to trsae 
1n ~tt•e o-r -Jiltrate ODd iodioe. 

For mtiJl1' yeBra before the wa.r, shipments to tbe Univ.td ~tntcs repre
sented from 20 to 48 percent of toU~ Chil'13nn ex~orts; in 1~39 the sho.re 
was 40 pere1111t.. Export.e to the united Kingdom (t..!ble 4) const! tuted nbout 
12 perc:eut. 1o 19)9. Gel'lll8ll7 (t.<~ble 4s) took about one-eiJ!hth of Chl.l••·n 
exs:orta 1n Ule immedin.te r:ra-wnr years. l)lring this time more than bfllf 
ot Chile• a OXJ:'Qrts w~nt to !'Alropo. 

Atter the outbreWc ot the war thore vee ~ mnrkod decline 1n the impor
~ce of Euro~ean marketo tor ChilerJl croduets, and a eorres~on~ing incrense 
for tl>at. or Western Hemisphere mnrkete. In 1940 e~orts to Furo~o rerre
aented nearl.7 l4 l)ercent of the tot 1 ex~rt trnde; 1n 1941, t11 th an 
incres.aing number ot countri<"s com.ing unrlor the control of the Axis rowers, 
tbe ~roportion wee nbout 6 ~ercent. Exports to Euro~6 in 19~1 were limited 
for tbe most ~art to the United Kingdom, Germany, r..nrt sm.turlRDd. JR~M, 
which rurchnsed less t.han.2 perct.nt or totr~ Chlle1:n exrorts 1n 19)7-39, 
took ne<.r:Q' 5 ptorccnt in 1940 and 1941, but. virtually nono 1o 1942, art.er 
Japcn entered thP. unr. 

Of the totnl valu~ or ex~orts in 1942, exclusive of nitrot~ nnd iodine 
(155 million dollars) the unitsd St..t.os took 124 million, or 80 l'Orcont., 
COiliJ"'r8CCvith 42 million (40 percent.) in 19)9. Socond >osition ns an 
outlot. for Chilean ur.ports in 1941 nnd 1942 ·•as hold by Argentina. Ir. 1941, 
ex,:orte to that country were valued t~t )3.8 million t<:sos (7 million dullnrs); 
a coneiderroble pl1rt of these goode, ho\levor, t•eH l'ti~X):orted to Eur<'~u. 
Exports to the united Kingdom 1o 194111ere 6.7 million dollors (4 percont of 
tot.el e~ort.s), compnred mt.h Jl million (22 percent.) 1o 1938. The ~osition 
or the united Kio~dom contioucd to d•clioe 1o 1942. 

It statistics of tho destinntlon ot nltrl\te and iodine nere avo.ibblo, 
the shnre of the United Stnttts and Germany 1n the pro-t:ar exrorts of Chile 
wouLl bo somelltl&t h.igh.er ttu.n th'l purcent.Agvs shown in t:.ble 4a, :1here 
these ~o commoditits are ~xcludud. As in the ease of co~oditics in general, 
the United Statas was 1n mottt pre-rter yelll's the lending market for Ch.ilenn 
nitrCltc end iodine. The second ranking country in prr.-wAr exr:ort'J of thoso 
l'roducta n.a Germtll1y. During the \:nr th& shnre of the Unithd Sto.tea in total 
ex,:orts ot these two comrnodit188 h.ns bc-cn highor thAD bofore, amounting to 
about tuo-thinlo or tho tot.el 1o 1942. 

Exporte to Latin Amt:rican countries.--In pr&-i>''fl'r yet~rs Chile•e 
eX]:'orts to the other Latin Americon countries ~~ere sllall in relr.tion to 1 ta 
toto.l exrorta. These countries have relatively lurge requirements for 
manufactured goods whiDb Chile could not supply, end only P smRll demnnd 
for minerals, such as co~per, sodium nitrate, Rnd iron ore, which. pre
diJinizw.te in the country•e ex;-orts. ruring the wer, howover, there hae been 
a le.rge increase in ~orts to other Latin Americ•:n countries. 

Chile ex~orts reLntively small quantitieB of nitrate nnd iodine to 
other Latin American countries. The re):orted ex,:orte to these countrius, 
ae a group and individuall¥ ,may therefore be to'!en as rerreoonting sub
stantially the entire ex~ort trade to these oountriee o.nd m1~ be compr.red 
with the totul ex~ort trade, not ~xcl\aively the~e tw~ col!lllloditi~s. In 191.0, 
ex):~rta to othor Latin Americo.n countrieB ~ounted to 41 million ~osos (8 
million dollnrs), or 5.8 percent of the totel ex~ort trade oxcluBive of 
nitrate and 1od1neJ in 1942 theae ex~orte roached 110 million p~sos (2J 

. ll1ll1on dollars), more tlwl throe timee ao much os in 1937 •. 



In 1937, agricultural and pastotol products (VIilued at 24,2 lllilllon 
pesos, or 5 million dollars) constituted more th..,n two-thirds of the value 
of ChUcmJl exs:-orts to the other Latin Americnn countries; ftiDIIUf'Actured 
goods (valued at nbout 1 lllillion dollnrs) constituted ner.rly one-seventh, 
and mineral ~roclucts ($600,000), about one-eleventh, In 19.41, the greatly 
increased exports to countries of this region were C'J'1:ortioned 1\8 tallows: 
A8rtcul.turnl nnd ~stornl products, 41. percent; minernl >roclucts, 34 per
cent; monut'ft.ctured gOOtls, 19 percent; m1d nr.turr.l s:roducts of waters &nd 
forests, 3 percent. 

A1 thoush tho pro~<>rtion or agricul. turnl end pnstoral rroducto exrorted 
to countries or Latin Amerieo. declined mnteri~ betveon 1937 and 1941, their 
absolute value inoronsod to )4.3 million pesos (7 lllillion dollars). The most 
notable increase in ex;orth to other. countries of Letin America r.as in mineral 
proclucte. In 19.41 they nmounted to 26,4 million pesos (5.4 million dollnrs), 
or more than eight timeo their value in 1~37. In 19.41 Argentina nlone I'Ul'
obnood Chilean minornl ~roclucts valued nt l6 million pesos (3.2 million 
dollt'.rs), t"'elve times as much as in 1937. The vnlue of oJq:~Qrts of raanu
foctured goods to other Latin American countries ·in 19L.l was 14.4 million 
posos (3 mill1on dollars), or nearly three times na much ns in 1937. 

A•gentina bas contilrued to rank as tho most Uportant Latin Amo1'1can 
market tor Chilean products. In 1937-38 it received 1.5 ~ercent of Chiloan 
OXJOOrts; in 19.41 it received 4,4 percent. Commoditi•s ship~ed to Argentina 
in 1942 were valued at 52 million pesos (10. 7 lllillion dollers), compared 
mth ll million ~esoo (2.3 million dollars) in 19371 they included prin
cipel.~ copper, leguminous .,:roducts, coal, sul.f'ur, walnuts, nn·l fibers. In 
both 19.41 an~ 1942 Argentina took 43 percent or Chilenn ex>orts to Llltin 
.American cOW'Itries,. compared with awroximclte]3 onu-tbird of such exports 
durins tho ~oriod 1937-39. 

Brazil, to ~hich Chilean ex~orts during the ~criod 1937-39 averaged 
only 3 million FOSOS (f600,000) ennuall7,ol:-less tht.n 0.5 peroent of tho 
total, took grea~ increased qucntities in 1941; this increased trade 
resulted from the marked ex~ansion of Srazili~n manufacturing industries 
ancl from tho difficulties of obtaining essential materials fr011t ather 
fortlfD 3ourcea. Shipments to Brezil 1n l9Al amounted to 16 million pesos 
(3 million dollll.l'S), or 2 percent of total Chilean oxrorts tbnt year. In 

. 1942 thsy const1 tuted one-fourth of ChileRD exrortl!.'l to other Lr.tin Americnn 
republics and included, rrincipallJ, copper (vnluftd ct 18 million ~esos, 
or 3.6 million dollars) 1 sul.f"ur, sodium sultat6, wool, fiberA, and malt. 

Other LD.tin American ,:mochoaera of Chilean products in 1942 1nc1udbd 
Bolivia (11 million poa.Ja, ol"...2.2 million dollnra), Cuba (7 milllon ;esos, 
or 1.5 million dollars), nnd Poru (6.6 million pesos, or 1.4 million 
dollors) • Exports to CUbs and Peru consisted predominiUitly or ngricul tura1 
Frocluoto, Tho vnluo of Chileon OX<Orts to BoliVia in 191,2 (almost.entirely 
manutcctured products) was three times r.a much r.s 1D 19,37. Exports to 
Peru uore ,37 porcent greater in 1942 than in 19.37, hut those to Cuha, chiofly 
legumes wnd garlic, were only slightly larger tbns in 1937. 

Imports. 

'ft:l,e Chilelal import trade is cheracterizod by the predomintmce of 
manufactured goods, by the comporntively minor importance of mlnoral prod
ucts other than croJ.e potroleum, ond by thtJ relative constancy in rocont 
years in the volue of imJ:orts of o.griculturo.l. products. .Before tho ~, 
three-fourths of Chi~ean purchases abroad consiatod of manufactured goods. 
or these, t~xtilaa and textile manufactUres were for many yc~ra the most 
important subgroup; during the period 1937-39 they accounted for ono-a1xth 
ot total imports. Next 1n importance to manufactures, agriculturtU. a.nd 
pastoral ~roducta accounted for one-sixth of totnl im~orto durins the t=erio•l 
1937-39. Minornl Frocluoto (prinoipnlly petroleum Md its <rocluoto) con-
oti tuted obout one-oixtoenth or tho total. 
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The cullllillntion or an upward trend ot l.m]:ort3 illto Chilo (which bccon 
ill 1932) occurred ill 19)8, although 1937 ""s the peRk yell%' ill ex<orts. This 
c'lntrasting situation rosul.tt:d J:Ti,ncipA.lly !rom tbo 1.."\fl in tho 8Xf&nditm'a 
abro..-.d of Chilean foreign credits, p.ccumulo.ted during thCI period of business 
improvement which ended in 19)7 • .Y In 1938 total imports, valued nt nearly 
500 million pesos of 6 ft.~Ce golrl, i?erc more than double those in 19)2; 
in torms of doll~~rs (because of the devalWltion of the dollar) they quad
rupled (totslillg lOJ million dollnrs). In 1939, portly as an aftor-effect 
of the decline:-ip exports in 1938, !.aport·.; fell to ~ 1PV8l ::JOflu~·ilat belOW 
tha.t 1n 1937. Y After the outbreak of the r,rr in 5e~tcmher 1939, Ule 
value of the Chilet!Jl import trr.da incrert.aed, ~rt:Ly aas. the roault of rising 
price levels; in 1942 it reached 623 'D.Ulion fe;~os (128 million dollura), 
about 25 percent higher than in 19)8. Imports into Chile from the O'Orld 
o..."lrl from the Ur.ited States, 1924-42, ar.e sho•7Jl in tables 1 and 7. 

In the tirst 2 years after tbe outbreP..k of the war maDutactured goods 
continued to constitute near~ three-t'ourths of Chilenu iaJ;orta; in 1942, 
becc.use or United States 8Jq:Ort restrictions, thar declined to less thOD 
two-thirds. Agricultural o.nd p~~.storal products accounted for one-sixth or 
totol imports in both 19~0 and 1941, as they did ill 1937-39, but in 191.2 
imports in this group incrensed to 11Mrl7 tnice the value in the period 
1937-39, and constituted nen.r.J¥ one-fourth or tott>.l J;urchnaea ubroud. ltineral 
products (principally petroleum and its p-oducts) accounted 'or one-ninth 
or \.otc.l. im~orto ill 194<; their value """ more than double thnt ill 1937.
Aftsr the beginning of the war tMre wu a t.ndsnCJ tor the volU118 ot impoi'U 
to doclille, but, because or rioing priooo, their toW ...Uuo increaaed. 

Composition.-tmports into Chile by ~rouJ:s, BUbgraupo, nnd ~rlncipal 
commoditi<s, 1937-4<, are shown in toble 5. ~ring tho period 1937-41 IIIIIIN
fnctured goods (comprising the firet six grouPsin t,.~le 5, together with tbe 
transport equipment group) accounted for threo-tourths or the totnl Ynlue 
or imports into Chile. In 19)7 such imports totaled )16 million pesos 
(65 million dollors). In 19)8, imports of manufactured goods increooed to 
387 million ~eoos (80 million dollnrs); 1n 19)9, however, they declined to 
a level slightly' lower them in 1937. After the outbrer.k of the war, imports 
of manufactured goods ag&.in increased, but nt a elower rote nf'ter 1941. 
In 194< they amounted to 4fY7 million pesos (84 million dollors); this """ 
28 r-ercent higher than 1n 1937. but represented only 65 percent or total 
iaports. 

Three groups of agriculturnl and p.&ator~U. products L'.ccounted for ubollt 
one-sixth of toW ChileLlll imports in the period 1937-41. These, in the 
orUer of their importance, were: Agricultur:.U ~-roducts (rrlnclr:oJ.ly 
vege~ble and cere~ froducts for consumr:tlon withvut procuusing, toeether 
with ral7 cotton),r:rocosoed too1s, und fi.O.lnu:..J.s Md r:nimc.l products. In 1937 
imports 1n these groupa toU:led 76 million pesos (16 million rlollars). The war 
~ resul~d in n smell lncr~n~e in thAir ~1!gregnte vulue nnd in their rro
portionate atu.re of tot:tl im~orts during 1940 Md 1941. In 194< imports 
in these groups incrensttd to 144 million pesos (.30 million dollrus} o.nd~ 

!/ A similnr lag in the expenditure abro~d of Chil~Bn foreign credits 
occurrtd during 1919-20. Exports roached their highost level (2.4 billion 
posos or 292 million dollars) in 1919, but imports, because or·tho uccumu
l~:tion of purchasing ~ol7er (jnd thv lag in 1 ts ox~endi turo did not ron.ch 
thoir hlgtn:.at, level for thllt J'Oriod (1.)7 billion J:C:B?s ~r 166 million 
dollArs) until l'P.O. ' 

Y Chilean importi in tho period 1929-37 nora greatly influenced by the 
•evelopment ot domestic manufacturing. Thia movement was given impetus 
not only by high import duties and the depreciation ot the toreign exchange 
value or the Chilean paper peoo, but also by tho poliCJ ot tho Exohango Con• 
trol Ca.miasion ot allocating exchange, insofar as possible, only tor c~ 
moditiel which were coneidered esaential and which wore not manufactured 
withill tho country. 
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nearly one-fourth of totu.l imports; the valufl w~s neBrly t'?iec ns grEont 
as in 1917. Import:; ~f dnor'U. FOrot:Uct.s :.9re about 10 percent of total. 
iaport.s during 1940-42, a much larger tl:Opot'tlon tJ~:.n t.ef"on the war. 

Textiles anrt manufo.ctures.-The CbileM program of n~tionl\l 
economic development calls for an increo.sing capitr~ investment in textile 
equipgent and for producti.xa Vi thin tht~ country of a 11'Jer rrorortion of 
total requireDK:nts ot textiles and their mnnuf'.o.cturea. In the Plriod 
1917-39 lmporta or theae products, which wore :mtch smnlbr than in the 
pMk J'&llr 1929, averqed -71 mlllion pesos (noarl.J' 15 Dillion doll~rs) 
annu.o.ll.7, and constituted about one-•ixth of total imrorte. After the 
outbrea.lc. of the wo.r, imj:ortS of textiles end mo.nufacturr.s incrensed in 
value; in 19.42 they reached 97 llillion pasos (20 milli!;.'1} dollc.rs), on 
increase of about 36 percont oY"er the 1937-39 o.vcrage. ~ A large J:~trt of 
this increase, bowevar, is attributable to higher prices. 

More thlln halt of total iaports of textiles, on the basis of vnl.ue, 
ordino.riq consists of fabrics; about one-third consists of y.o.ms. Imports 
ot fnbrics averaged 4l 111illion pesos (8.2 ndllion dollars) ~ during 
the r<>riocl 19)7-.391 in 1942 tbey GIIIOUDted to 52 million ~esos (10. 7 million 
doll.o.rs). ImJ=orts of uea.rtnc appc.rel declined in iiDport:mce betwetm 1937 
and 19/J.; 1n 1942, bowevor, largely b~?~cnuse of incrensed ~ricea, their 
volU(.I w:u substantially greater than the 1937-39 Rvt"l'fll•· 

Chemicnl rroducta.-In contrust to importt ot textiles, nhich 
gr~Uually have declin&d in rolntivc importrnco since 1?29, chemiCAl J=rod
uctti, long a fairly close second in importnncc, h::.ve in th~ 1s1:.me ,:.eriod 
consistently gnined in their percentnge of tot.J.U. imports. 41 The brgest 
single item in this group is gasoline. In the 3 ycurs 1937-39, illlzacd:!.ntely 
prccoding the war, the total value of.' this group showC.d IDO.J'kcd stnbility, 
and averag&d about 56 million pesos (11 million dollurs) annually, or o.bout 
one-eighth of total imports, as compered &i.tb one-tenth in 1929. Att~;.r the 
outbrook or the vnr, because of the increased US(. of cbclldcal ~l'oducta in 
Chil&nn industries and mines end because or higb&r prices, the voluo of 
imports of chemic.al froducts increaeed; in 19.1.2 it roached 96 million pesos 
(20 million dollars), an i.Dcraase of 80 percent ovor 1937. In 1942, chemical 
products constituted a sixth of total imports. 

About ono-tb.ird of imports in tha chomica.l products grouJ:;s consists 
of b1ackinge, resins, and industrial fats ~I! oils, of •hich gusolino and 
lubricntinc oils are tho lorgut items. 1be VtLl.uo of tbcso co.OOities 
in 1942 was about 50 porcent high\)r than in 1937. Imports of drugs, 

Y An indication or the expansion of the Chilonn textile ~ustry is found 
in the growth of importR of tutilo IIICCbincry. Daring the period 1937-39, 
imports ot textile machin~ry averngod moro tJlt!.n 2 million ~sos $400,000) 
annua.lly. Atter the outbn.ak of the war, such imports increased; in 1941 
they r-oaounted to 3 million poses (8600,000), but in 1942 they declined to 
~6 level of 1937-)9. 

Y In tho rcc~rd ycnr 1929 importR of t.extUe product!' wore vnlucd o.t 
nearly 400 million pesos (48 milli~Jn doUnrs) Md constituted o.bout one
f<NJ'tb ot total importe; the decline in the importllnce or toxtilus since 
1'129 iS attributo.ble in J:ftrt to tbP O~ansion or tho Chile,ll textile industry, 
which b.o.a received Govcrnmunt ussis t.unce. 

J/In the record yeo.r 1?29, imports of' chemicnl product.e into Chilo 
totalud 155 million pesos (19 milllnn doll:u-a) nnd ttere 10 rtrrcent of 
totc.l imports. In 1932 thO)' w,re 40 million feaoa (5 million dollnrs) 
and 18.5 percent of tof.lo~ imports, r:mldng first. in imJX>rtnnce among the 
illport crouPs that year. 



Couodity group, subgroup, or oOIIIIOdity if ~9'ft ~9)8 ~939 ~9.40 ~94]. ~942 

Value (1,000 peeoe o£ 6d.~_l 

Tot&l. ~8866 498 957 41<!..745 'j(J70Qf ~~1 622,796 

Textiles and manuf'actureaa 73,502 74,94) 66,~ &,698 80,516 96,642 
Fabric& a 4),674 4J,J25 'ft,469 44,76~ 45,996 52,105 

Wool (more tbu W poroent oool) 13,479 u,608 11,208 W,824 17,408 16,277 
Cot too ~,675 ~7,JU U,649 20,0)1 ~,100 20,086 
Osnaburgo (grq olotb) ooaree, tmbleaobed. 4,802 J,52J ),48) 4,84) 4,)4) 2,58) 

I am sa 21,579 22,091 21,67) )0,66~ 25,457 29,036 
Cotton ,-arne 9,589 W,496 ~0,)77 U,U6 W,44J ll,605 
SUk yams 5,964 6,'ft4 5,81) 9,~ 7,505 7,477 
CottoD thread ),920 J,U2 ),)2) 4,7ll 4,329 8,280 

JtJte bap ~.665 2,621 ~.842 ~.820 4,536 7,2)6 
learins apJ:aNl 4.~ 4,674 3,467 2,7U 2,800 5,542 
emieal product.aa 5),6)2 58,U4 55,588 70,271 75,805 96,)05 
Blackings, resina, and iDcluatrial. tata and ollaa 20,997 22,247 22,989 21,ru )6,605 )4,400 

Benzine, petroleu11 etber, II.Dd paoll.ne 1D t&Dkere 10,010 W,797 W,44J ll,559 13,5)~ U,2BB 
Lubrica Ung oil £or :llldwstrl&l purpoau 4,609 5,190 5,= 6,)15 7,501 9,3n Chemic ala 7,642 10,226 8,)6) w,775 ~),890 20,)4]. 

llecbanical and chemical wood pu.l.p 3,573 4,619 2,9'74 5,684 7,991 W,005 Colora, fti'D.J.&hea 1 1nk8, end d;reetutta 6,427 5,608 5,587 8,)50 7,489 W,J99 cbiDery, acceasoriea, and tool.lla 60,409 64,991 56,)65 56,588 70,)98 61,287 Induatri&l uch1nery, 1.11pl.ementa, and too1e - 24,752 28,618 27,9)8 25,)58 29,201 27,864 Electrical uchinery, apparatus, and •ter1&1 -- ~.625 17,361 ~3.52) u,~5 20,272 ~9,567 lloU·n -.chillery, bollere, and parte 9,842 W,477 7,869 9,0~ W,565 6,628 Agricultural. u.ch1nel"J1 implements, and tool.l - 4,334 ),845 ),)8) 3,5n 6,4ll 2,850 llining .aachinery, ia~ts, and tool.. 4,856 4,690 3,652 4,490 3,949 4,)78 uct.e or tb.e •etal.lu.rgice.l. il::l.duatrleaa 61,574 56,625 51,807 61,~5 58,122 54,846 lron and steel. aanuf'aotureaa 19,164 19,606 ~.842 17,15) 22,224 22,728 ll&lleabio!.roll pipe IUld t1ttinga not pJ:nnisod - 5,831 5,156 4,713 4,826 6,445 4,758 
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crwloo 

27,385 
14,048 

4.104 
5,870 
9,301 
3,850 

41,984 

u,ru 
3,066 
2,074 
7,625 

8,081 

2,679 
1,391 

33,214 
27,315 
26,410 

90S 
4,914 

24,624 
19,476 
7,246 
4,765 
2,989 
2,264 

ll 

4,98S 
39,433 
15,532 
7,261 
3,127 
7,564 

"' 6,650 
8,174 
6,046 
S,29S 

24,208 21,698 29,m 21,947 ~ ll,606 7,845 12,660 9,544 
3,347 4,648 6,390 5,009 6,782 
4,990 6,138 7,584 4,734 ~ 7,279 8,350 9,503 9,333 
4,433 7,01,0 6,907 6,501 J/ 

46,495 41,533 44,S'n 52,002 59,290 

14,886 13,944 14,437 :7,207 14.713 

4,384 4,163 4,983 6,211 ~ 2,.366 2,239 2,807 2,982 
7,873 6,232 7,128 7,571 8,403 

6,930 6,471 6,473 7,029 10,566 

2,866 2,456 3,0S7 3,981 ~ l,ll9 1,886 2,123 3,952 
30,435 25,084 50,831 51,589 67,055 
27,403 21,650 45,252 45,358 J/ 
26,754 20,915 32,691 40,132 S1,902 !:j 648 735 12,561 5,216 2,905 
2,408 2,482 4,538 S,1ll J/ 

84,845 40,763 52,984 48,794 35,431 
40,001 35,o<n 32,464 44,,362 30,015 
ll,974 8,867 ll,662 14,538 9,695 
8,080 10,050 9,284 8,806 5,341 
2,762 4,271 4,027 6,258 1,787 
3,236 2,597 3,006 5,751 ~ 10,375 s,s60 108 4,007 

ll,410 4,147 20,3U 4,260 3,796 
37,592 34,884 39,228 ' 45,927 72,165 
10,768 12,832 13,593 17,cxn 26,169 
4,869 6,105 S,330 6,630 ~.619 
1,923 2,284 3,075 4,086 9,354 
9,049 8,860 14,434 10,942 ~3,093 

"' "' 3,041 4,798 7,J.21 
7,853 5,469 4,861 1,009 1,149 
6,469 6,5ll 7,025 10,J38 16,484 
4,792 4,972 4,938 7,139 13,384 
7,687 2,471 210 1,608 10,ll5 



'!'able 5 .-
~t;y group, subgroup, or .-.odit, 3/ 1937 19)8 19}9 191,0 1941 1942 

Value (1,000 peaoa of 6d. oolAI) 

J'oodJituf'fll 21,738 24,939 22,888 24,788 20,9)1 51,581 
SDgaJ" aDd ltll der1:n.t1TNI 17,065 18,902 19,76) 21,634 18,279 47,120 

Sagar, raw 16,801 18,)44 19,661 21,583 18,242 46,800 
AD!.Ioala tmd ODiaal produota, illc1udiJ>C filii and paal L4,710 16,)89 12,617 20,450 15,3<13 20,2)8 

Live an:i.IBalaa 10,561 11,306 10,1)2 16,635 12,687 17,229 
Meat ca"ttle 3,203 6,)64 5,S64 12,259 9,478 11,209 

llatural products of n.t.era and toreata 3,345 2,451 1,861 2,151 ),739 ),944 
BeYerages and liqueurs 5~ m Hi 781 1,f~ 2,452 
Specie and precious aetale 8 1,~ l,~l;& 
Tobacco .nuf'acturee l 

Va.luo (1,000 Unl.tod Stotoo clollora) Ill 

Total 88.)89 102,835 84,654 104,494 108.254 1.28 J58 

TextUea and -.nutactures1 l5,L49 15,446 13,6)2 16,8)8 16,594 19,918 
Fabrics a 9,001 8,929 7,722 9,225 9,480 10,739 

liool. (more tbon 10 percODt wool) 2,778 2,599 2,)10 2,231 ),588 ),)55 
Cot too 3,437 3,568 ),019 4,128 J,ll2 4,140 
Omulburp (gn;r cloth) 1 coarse, unblaacheci -- 990 726 718 998 895 5)2 

Yams a 4,447 4,553 4,467 6,319 5,247 5,984 
Cottooyaroa 1,976 2,16) 2,1)9 2,911 2,152 2,392 
Silt JU'I18 1,229 l,)LI. 1,198 1,886 1,547 1,541 
Cottc:m thread 808 648 685 971 892 1,'106 

Jato bags 343 540 )80 375 935 1,491 
leariDg appe..rel 833 963 n5 559 rn 1,142 
emical products• 11,054 11,977 11,456 L4,48) 15,62) 19,848 
Bl&cldnga, rea1Da, aDd inc!u.atrial tate and oUiri 4,327 4,585 4,7)8 5,733 6,308 7,090 

BeozJ.De, petroleua ether and gaeolJne 1D tankers 2,063 2,225 2,152 2,382 2,789 2,945 
LubrieatiDg olla tor 1Dduetrial JIUI'POI81 950 1,070 11 031 1,)02 1,546 1,931 

Cbood..U. 1,575 2,108 1,724 2,221 2,86) 4,192 
lleehan1.cal and. c.bemioal. wood pulp 736 952 61) 1,1n 1,647 2,062 
Colora,. nrniahes, illka, and. dTe•tutta 1,325 1,156 1,151 1,721 1,543 2,14) 
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sis tor automobiles 

tic tires and tubes 
tors (guoline) 
planes 

omd 

-
ery, aquip~ent, and mater1ale for raUway• llacbin 

andt ..... ay. 
See footnotea at end of table. 

12,4SO 
5,10~ 
3,427 
2,028 

893 
1,001 

12,690 
3,9SO 
1,202 
5,644 
2,895 

846 
1,210 
1,917 

793 
8,653 

2,373 

632 
427 

1,572 

1,665 

552 
2SY/ 

6,845 
5,630 
5,443 

l87 
1,013 
5,075 
4,014 
1,493 

982 
616 
467 

2 

1,027 

13,395 ll,617 ll,663 14,S09 12,631 
5,898 5,758 5,226 6,019 5,743 
3,578 2,787 2,924 4,178 4,033 
2,159 ~,622 1,859 2,1'77 1,.)66 

793 6'11 ~· 729 ~.321 587 
9f:l1 753 925 81.4 902 

ll,670 10,Iffl 12,610 ll,979 ll,J04 
4,04]. 3,471 3,535 4,580 4,684 
1,063 971 995 1,328 971 
4,989 4,472 6,139 4,523 ~ 2,<400 1,617 2,609 1,9f:l1 

690 958 1,317 1,032 1,398 
1,028 1,265 1,~3 '716 ~ 1,500 1,721 1,959 1,924 

914 1,451 1,424 1,340 J/ 
9,583 8,560 9,188 10,718 12,220 

3,068 2,874 2,'715 3,547 3,032 

904 858 1,027 1,280 ~ 488 46l. 579 6U Ill 1,623 1,284 1,469 1,560 1,732 

~.428 1,334 1,334 1,449 2,178 

591 506 630 B20 ~ 231 389 438 8l.5 
6,273 5,170 10,476 10,632 13,820 
5,648 4,462 9,326 9,348 J/ 
5,514 4,3ll 6,738 8,271 10,697 

134 ~51 2,589 ~.075 599 
496 512 935 1,053 J/ 

17,486 8,401 10,920 lO,OS6 7.302 
8,244 7,233 6,691 9,143 6,186 
2,468 1,827 2,404 2,996 ~.998 
1,665 2,071 1,913 1,815 l,l01 

569 880 830 1,290 368 
667 535 620 1,185 ~ 2,138 1,146 22 826 

2,352 855 4,186 878 782 



c-o<iitv group, subgroup, or c-li:r 2:/ 

Agricultural products• 
Vegetable food products and atiJmlAnta& 

Tea 
Cortee, raw 

Oleagia.ous raw u. ter1ala of vegetable origin, orudol 
•Waravilla• aeeda 
Cottonseeds 

Raw t.extlle aaterial.a of vegetable orlgiA 1 
Cotton, raw, g1Dnec1 or not ginned 

Ceroalo 
Foodatutfar 

SUgar and derivaUveaa 
Sugar, raw 

Jnim&la and animal. products, including !lab md. paea 
Live au.imal.al 

Heat cattle 
atural. produ.ct.e of waters and £oreata 
e.-eragea and liqueur• 

H 
B 
5 
T 

pecle and precioua aetala 
obacco II.Bilufacturea 

Total. 

Te xtUea and aanutactureea 
Fabrics a 

Wool ( .. re Ulan 10 peroe~>t wool) 
Cot. too 
0-ga (grey olotb), ooaroe, unbleoobed-

1971 

8,127 
3,201 
1,496 

644 
l,SS9 

"" 1,371 
1,685 
1,246 
1,091 
4,480 
3,Sl7 
3,463 
),032 
2,171 

660 
689 
109 
16 
20 

100.0 

17.1 
10.2 
3ol 
3o9 
l.l 

19311 1939 1940 1941 1942 

V&luo 11.000 United Statu dollorol 
7,748 7,190 8,01!~ 9,466 14,87) 
2,219 2,64~ 2,802 3,50~ ~.393 
1,004 1,2~ 1,099 1,366 117'76 

396 471 634 842 1,928 
l,86S 1,826 2,97S 2,2~5 2,698 

JJ "" 
627 989 1,529 

l,6l9 1,127 1,002 208 271 
1,333 1,342 1,448 2,131 3,397 

988 1,025 1,018 1,471 2,7~ 

1,584 509 43 331 2,08~ 

s,uo 4,717 5,109 4,314 10,631 
3,896 4,fYI3 4,459 ),767 9,711 
3,781 4,052 4,448 3,760 9,64s 
3,718 2,600 4,21S ),170 4,171 
2,)30 2,088 ),428 2,615 3,5Sl 
1,312 1,147 2,~27 1,95) 2,)10 

50S 384 443 m 81) 
us l~S l6l 29S sos 

S3 6) 246 74 249 
)6 )2 S7 S3 72 

Peroea.t 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

l~.o 16.1 16.1 ~.) 15.5 
8.7 9.1 8.8 8.8 8.4 
2.5 2.7 2.1 ),) 2.6 
)o5 3.6 4o0 2.9 ),2 
.7 .a 1,0 .a .4 



Ian>•• 
Cotta> 
511.1: 

)'U'DO 
yuuo 

tllrea4 Cotta> 
lute baga 
Wao.ring 

Qlemical produ 
apparel 

ot•• 
ga, resins, ud iDduatrial tate ancl oUa1 Blaclda 

Ben• in 
I.ahri 

Qlemicala 
llecbani 
Colore, 

e, petroleuJD ether, ud ga.aolJ.ne 1D tankent 
eating oU tor i.Dduatria.l purpoaee 

cal and chemical woodpulp 
ft!'Diabes, 1Dk8, and d;J'eetutte 

, acceaeories and toolaa 
ia.l machinery, iapl.em.ente, and toolll 

Machinery 
Industr 
Elect.ri. 
Yot1ve 
Agrlcul. 
llining 

cal. aach1DerJ. appe.ratua, end .ater1&l -
machinery, boUers, and parte 
tun.l aacbinery, impleaents, and tools --
aacbiD.ery, tmplaments, and too La 
of tb.e aet&ll.urgical. induetrleea Producte 

r...., ami 
llallea 

etee1 manutaotureea 
ble iron pipe and £1tt1np, not pl.ftlli&ed. -

Iron an 
Bara 
Tinpla 
&eet 

d steel unworked1 

t.e 
a, not gal.vanized 
rea for nr1.owJ purpoeeaa lletol.

lr<Xl 
lliecel.lan 

Articl 
orto, 

Radio 
otc 

llot1 
Paper 
c-. 
.....u. 

llanuta 
ol.milar 

wire, plain, galvanized., or not galvanized -
eoua aanufactured products, n.e.e.a 

ee ud inatrum.ente for tb.e aoienoee and firLe 
et.a. a 
reoeiring seta, pbcm.ographe, d1ot&Ptonee, . 

oa picture filme 
and oal'd:bou4 

w.n, glaanare, and lllallufaotured etcmea and. 

• cturee of gwa.a, rubber, oellulo1d, ancl 
articles 

ed st.ones and e.e.l"U\a Pre par 
See tootnotea at enc1 of table. 

5.0 
2.2 
~.I, 

.9 
o4 
.9 

u.s 
4.9 
2.) 
~.~ 
~.s 
.s 

1.5 
U.1 

5.8 
).9 
2.) 
1.0 
1.1 

U.4 
4.5 
1.4 
6.4 
),J 
1,0 
1.4 • 
2.2 

.9 
9.8 

2.7 

.7 

·' 1.8 

1.9 

.6 
,J 

4.4 ,,, 6.0 4.8 4.7 
2.~ 2.5 2.8 2.0 ~.? 

~.3 ~.4 ~.8 ~.4 ~.2 
,6 .8 ·9 .8 ~.3 ,, ·4 ·4 .9 ~.2 

.9 .8 ., ·' .9 
ll.7 ~.5 ~.9 U.4 ~.s 
4.5 s.6 s.5 5.8 5.5 
2.2 2.5 2.3 2.6 2.3 
~.o ~.2 ~.2 ~.4 ~.s 
2.0 2.0 2.~ 2.6 3.3 

.9 .7 ~.1 1.5 1.6 
1.1 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.7 

1).0 ~.7 ll.2 13.4 9.8 
5.7 6.8 5.0 5.6 4.5 
).5 ).J 2.8 ),? ).1 
2.1 1.9 1.0 2.0 1.1 
.s • 8 .7 1 • .2 .... 
.9 ·9 .9 .7 .7 

ll,J U,6 U,1 ll.1 8.9 '1:1 
).9 4.1 3.4 4.2 ).6 
1,0 1.1 1.0 1.2 .s 
4·9 '·' 5.9 4.2 
2.) 1.9 2.5 1.8 

.7 1.1 1.) ~.0 1.1 
1.0 1.5 1,5 .? 
1.5 2.0 1.? 1.8 

·9 1.7 1.4 1.2 
9.3 10.1 8,9 9.? 9.5 

).0 ).4 2.8 J,) 2.4 

·9 1.o 1.0 1.2 
.5 ·5 .6 .6 

1.6 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.3 

1.4 1.6 1.) 1.) 1.7 

,6 .6 .6 .s 
.2 .5 .4 .8 



Table 5,- Chilol JJoport.a,!f bJ groupo, oubgroupa, oncl prinoipel. cc.moditioa, 19)7-42-<:ootlnuod 

Cclamodity group, subgroup, or oa.odiV 
y l9J7 19)8 19)9 191.0 19/,l 1942 

Peroen~ 

ll!neral products (~ nonmetalllo) 1 7.7 6,1 6.1 10.0 9oS 10,8 
Coal and fuel oil.a 6.4 s.s S,J 8.9 8.6 -
Petrolem~, crude and Diese1 6.2 So4 !i.l 6,4 7.6 8.) 
Coal. and coke .2 .1 .2 2,S l,O .s 

Ores, crude and aill~ worked 1.1 ,, .6 .9 1.0 -
Transport material and accessorieea s.e 17.0 9.9 10.4 9.) 5.7 

Veb.iclee, n.~.s., and partu 4·5 s.o 8.5 6.4 8.4 4.8 
AutcaobUes, new or used 1.7 2.4 2.2 2.) 2.8 1.6 
Cbaaaie for automobiles 1.1 1,6 2.4 1.8 1.7 .9 
Pneumatic tires and tubal .7 .6 l.O .a 1.2 ,) 
Tnctoro (gaaollno) .s .6 ,6 .6 1.1 -Aeroplanes ~ 2.1 1.4 ~ .a -llachinery, equipumt, and mat.er1al £or rail.,..e 

lll!ld traa-nya 1.2 2,) 1.0 4.0 .a ,6 
Agricul tura1 product.aa 9.2 7.5 8.5 7.7 8,8 11.6. 

F 

Vegetable food. produote and atiJaul.antaa ),6 2.2 ).l 2.7 ),2 4-2 
Too 1.7 l,O l.S l.l l,) 1.4 eorree, raw .7 .4 .6 .6 .8 1.S 

Oleaginous raw .. teri&l.ll ot nget.able origill, ......So 1,9 1,8 2.2 2.8 2.1 2.1 
•K&raril.la" seeds J.l J.l J.l .6 .9 1.2 
Cottoruseede 1.6 1.6 l,) 1,0 .2 .2 

Ba1r tertile u.ter1alll ot ngetabl.e origiDa 1.9 l,) 1.6 1.4 2,0 2,6 
Cotton, J"'l•, ginned or not gtnned 1.4 1.0 1.2 1.0 1.4 2.1 Cereol<l 1.2 1.S .6 J.l ,) 1.6 oociaturfaa Sol s.o s.6 4·9 4.0 8.) 

Sugar md der1n.t1Teaa 4.0 ),8 4.8 4o) J,s 7.6 
Sugar, n.• ).9 ),7 4.8 4·3 J,S 7oS and an1aal produ.ota, 

1nclud1Dc fioh IIZUI -• Jo4 ),) ),l 4o0 2.9 ),2 L1 ve llDiJialaa 2.S 2.) 2,S ),) 2.4 2.8 lieat cattl.e .7 l.) 1.4 2.4 1.8 1.8 



latural products or watore ODd !oreoto .a ·' .5 o4 .7 .6 
Bneragee and. llquENra .1 .2 .2 .2 ,) ·4 
Specie ODd prooiouo •tol8 ~ .1 .1 .2 .1 .2 
Tobacco -.nutaoturea jj jj .1 jj .1 

'JI laparto for COI18UII!lti<m• 'BI011cm and epeoie ar. included. Val.uoo are o.1.r., aa cleolarecl br aerobanto. 
if Claaa1!1catiou are thooo Biveo 1D tho CbUelm iaporl. otatiotioo tor 1941. Groupo are raDked aooordin8 to their ftlU 1D 

. 1941. 
J/lot available. 
/,/ lot oeparetoq cluo1!1ed, 
:V. lllcl»doo Biroool. 
W Looo - o.os poroeat, 

Soaroe1 Co.piled by the v. B. 'fa.rUt eo-11aioa troa QUle1 6aMN1e ifHdfnt.igp 4t eg.,pip l$rl,p£1er. and hted!etiga Qb''Mll• 



34 

Mdlclnea, pbarllaceutieala, and perfwua llke'ria .. 1nertttLaeG. Paints and 
ft.m.iahea in~aed at. a euch slower rate., 

1 
Principally because of the ex

ponllicm ot tht Chil...,. chemical industry, .!JII i";>ccrte of expl.olli""• and 
PJ<Ot&clmical product& 1n 1'142 ...,re ool.y about hali tboso 1n 1937. 

Yaehinerv. aeeesrories. and tools. Y -The Government ot Chile is 
100l'ldng ton.rrl (!reat.or industrialization and perticulorly toWIU"! an 1ncraso-
1ng output of hydroelectric po11'er. Imports of -.chinery, accessories, and 
tools are an illlportant index of the country's 1n<luatrial devaloJDant. Coo
st1tut1ng 1n yeora before 1942 tho third-ronldng illlport group, tl:oy con
aiot principally of industrial, electrical, agricultural, and mining machin-
81"7J accesso!'iea and toolaa motoraa and boilers. During the poriod 
1937-39, illlporta 1n this group a...rogod about 60 llll.llioo pesos (12 llll.lllon 
dollars) Nmually, or about on~aeventb of total imports. Their value in
creased 1n 19/,l to 70 llll.llioo peaos (1.4 llll.llion dollars). Although 1.»
port.s 1n genero.l increased in 1942, thoaa or uchinery, acceasories, and 
tools declined to 6J. llll.llion pesos ( l2. 5 llll.llion dollars) , largely because 
ot United States export restrictions and t.he even greater impediments to 
shiJDente troa other sources of supply; the group tl:ua beC&JIIo fifth in 
importance BJDODg t.he import groups. 

Imports of olectrical machinery, which were about a fourth of tho group 
total during the period 1937-39, inCl'ensed morkodly after the outhrask of 
tho 11!U', averaging 20 llll.llioo pesos (4 million dollaro) onnually in both 
1941 and 1942· Imports of other CODII!IO<lities 1n this '=rroup were emaller 1n 
1942 tbml 1n 1937. 

Before tbe omr (1937-38) throe countries accounted for t~c bulk of 
Chilean illlporte of -chinoryJ Tho United Stotes, 43 percrnt; r,.,rmany, 1,0 
percent; and the Unitod JCin'tdom, 9 percent. During t:.h;; war tht~ Onltf:d 
Statee has become the predominnnt source of supply, accounting in 1941 for 
8) percent. Germany supplit!d 39 percent of machinery imports \n 1939, 
but leee than 1 percent in 1941· The position of the UnitAd. [in.JZdo:a has 
been relatively uncbanged. 

Metal producta.--ct-.ile lacks large-ecale facUitiaa for the pro
duction of coke, used in the Teduction of iron ore, and the import.c. tion 
ot coke is eJtpensive. ConsequenUy, most or the nation• a ro~ulremonta or 
unworked iron and steel and eemifinlehed and finished iron and steel prod
ucts have been imported. Ircm. and steel, as well as small quantities of 
other metals, are of vital importance to the Chilean economy. In 1937, 
a record year in both Chile's tot.rll export trade and its domestic production 
imports of metal products (the group does not include moch1n6ry1 tools ' 
and vehicles) were va1ued at 62 million pesos {l) million dollars); they 
constituted one-seventh of total imports, and rankod second Among tho import 
groups. In 1938 end 1939 imports of tbeae products declinlld. Aftor the 
QUtbreRk ot tbe war they inCT0'\11~, 1.n 194':> r"''"chinot Q lovol ne11rly 48 
high ae thtlt in 19~7. In 1941, largcl~' bttcc.us.;t of tho elimination or trade 
with other customary sources of supply and of shurtagos or s!rlpping and 
United Statos export restrictions, imports of molal product.s dec} \.nod. In 
1942 tboy amounted to 55 million pesos (ll million dollnre), or 11 percont 
less tban in 1937, and ranked seventh among Chileon import l:roJJpa. 

Before tho 1mr Germnny was the principal source of imports of metal 
products, nccounting 1n 1937-38 for nenrly half ot tho totol; tho United 
States ranked second, I!NP'Plying about one-thirdJ the United Kin~ woa 

!J In 19.41 Chile exported chomical products vn.lued at 10 r.tlllion Pesos 
(2 million dollara), nearly ho.lf' of which wore explosives and pyrotechnicnl 
tteme. Imports 1ntAl Chile of explosives o.nd pyrotechnicol,itema 'll'oro 1 7 million pesos ($340,000) in th~t 7oor, ns comp~red 'll'ith an average or 8~ t 
3.3 olillion pesos (t61!0,000) in t~e poriod 1937-39• u 

y Not including vehicloo. 



3S 
next in order, ouppl:p1ng n•r1:r "" ... tenth. Sinee 19J9 the pooit1011 of the 
UDited States has - pnc!owlni!J!t; 1n 19.40 lt eupplied 82 percent of 
ChU-. aporte or 11eta1 producte, end in 1941, 86 percent. Imports t'rolll 
Get'1111117 he98 coaaed end those 1'!'0a the United lingdooa have decl1ned mate
riellr. 

Transport •terirlp. 111nd aocer~~torles.-Tbe Chilean import group 
CODeiet.J.n,r of transport -.tertale and acceeagl;iea ia dependent to a large 
eztoat 011 the ninga or the buaincaa c:rclBo Y Although thiS group CCIII

::~ Pl'iDa1pU.l:t ot ftuto.oblloa, aeceseoriea, 8Dd j)EU"ts, it ~tlso includes 
road lo..,_,u,.. end ears one! repl.uc....,t parte and ships end 110t.orial.s 

used 1n MYip t1011. In 1938 illlporte or tnmsport .. teria.l.e reached a 
n.lue or 85 td.lli011 peaoa (17 td.lli011 dollera), conat1tut1.ng 17 percent of 
total illporte and ranking first - the iaport groupe. y 

In 1940 the aportetica ot loccm>ti.,a, ears, and other rallroad aqnip. "':!,. r.cbed a ftrJ' high figure; aporte ot autc.>ti.., eqni-t, ca the 
0 .. hand, ..,.. ..Uor than 1n 1938. In 1941, holftm>r, impo~te ot euto-80-"" eqni-t 1noreaaed nnd thooo or rD1lroad mterial.a docl1ned abarply. 
Because ot the ahortege ot shipping end United States rostrictiona on ex
porte, iiiiJ>Orte ot transport cc.K><U. tiea into Chile 1n 1942 dccl1ned to JS 
td.ll1011 poaoe (7 td.ll1ca dollara), or 6 percent ot total imports. 

Before the ._.. t110 countriee ordinlril:r aupplied 1110re then ntne-tenthe 
_ or Chilean aporte or auu-u .. ~~aterials (which genorc.ll:r conatituted f'roll 

two-thirde to rour--tirthe of tho transport grcup)l Tho United States, 
DOiU"ll' threo-tittha, 11nd German;v, about one-third. With the virtual elillli
MtiCIII or Gonoan;v t'rolll the 1118rket, the United Statoa aupplied 86 percent 1n 
19.40, and 94 percent 1n 1941. 

M1.noro1 producte.-Jn 1937 Chllecn imports ot lllineral producte, 
PrineiP'lll:v crude petrol01.1111, were vnJ.ued at 33 mUllan peaoa (7 million 
dollnra), .:.nd oonatitutaed neA.rly 8 percent of total import.&. With tb.e 
reduction of industrial octivit;v in 1938 and 19J9, imports of those products 
deelinod, but twitb t.bo BXDf\ol!llon of mining ond mAnufacturing operntiona o.f'ter 
the outbreak or the war, they rose Md in both 1940 antJ 1941 were 'mlued at 
Sl od.J.¥9n peaoa ( 10 Dlilll.on dnllors), consti tutins 10 percent of tot.DJ. im
ports. J/ In 1942, nl.thoueh there wo.s a docline in qucntity, the l"!lue ".l£ 
impo~ted lllinoral producta incrensed to 67 lkillion pesos (nool'l;v 14 Dlillioa 
doll'lrs), or ll percent of" tntcl i.mporta. In m,.•st yc-.~rs cn~de potrol.E'um 
bAa constituted nbout four-fifths of the eroU!) total. 

Before the ... r (1937-38), nenrly t,.,_thinls of crude petrcle11111 im
ports wore BU:>plied by the United Stntes o.nd the other third by Venezuela 
and Curacao. During the nr, honver, the proportion of imports from the 
United Sf.ates and Vonosuela baa decliued. In 1940 and 1941, the United 
Stetos auppliod. 56 percent of Cbilenn crude petroleum imports; the share 
or Cura96o increased from lJ percent in 1937 to 29 percent in 1940-41. Im
ports trom Peru increa.aod Mrkedly from less thuD 2 percent in 19.37 to 24 
oercent in 1941. 
-y-In 19)2, a ;ywmr of world businosa depression, CbilOM impcrts or trnna
port materials o.nd accesscrica wore J.8 million posos (*474,000), reprP.sent
ing leas than 2 percent of tot.el impoT'ta. 

1/ In 1938 Chile "Durchnaed ships rutd other materials relr.ted to nnviga
tion, vulued ~t )3 million pusos (6.6 milli~n dJllArs), Such purcbqses 
were or li~tl~ a1~1ficanco during the other years of the pericd 19.37-42. 
}/ Imports of mineral proriucts in 1940 included coo.l w.lued at 12 millbn 

pesos (2.4 million dollers) wherens Chile tmportod ~ nogliqiblo auRDtity or 
cool tfurtng tho p.~r11)d 19)7-)9. In recent y&llrS the Govenuaent hns fol-
lowed Ill policy of reducing impot"t du tics on conmOdi tios or prime necessity. 
The large qWllltity of c~l imptJrted in 1940 wns m.inly the rusult of Ill 
sevore or>Ol. ahortago 1n the country, o.ccomponiod by suspension of dutioa .JD. 

CO'll 



Agricultural mducts.-In 1937 importo of agricultural products, 
including coffee, tea, yerba •ti, fruits, wheat, cotton, and oleaginous 
J!!Yducts, wre w.l.ued at nearl;r 40 lllillion pesos (8 lllillloa dollers) and 
constituted 9 percaot of total "->rto. During 1938 nnd 19J9 the;r de
eliDed, but after tho outbreak or the war, they incrensod 1D 1942 rer.chlng 
72 llill1on pesos (15 llillion dollars) and c.mstituting 12 percent of t...>tJ\1 
illporto. 

Processed foods.-oro thAD three-fourths of iloporto in tho -
•sed;, foods gr::nJp ord:1Dar1ly conaiata of sugar; the group else includea 
•eata, lJI"'COssed edible oils, dPiry pf"Oducta, atRrchea, and nour. Im
ports of theoo products in the 3 ;years 1937-39 avvngsd 23 lllillion P"SOS 
(nearl;r 5 milllon dollars) annuall;r and constituted 5 percent of total 1m
porta. In the flT"at 2 years after the outbrMk ot the 'Wnr thC1'a na 
little ohmge 1D the VRJ.ue "!' these 1mport8. In 19~, principelly beco.usa 
or the rise in the price of suga.r, th'til" valuo incre!'Lacd to 52 mUllan 
peso& (nsarl;r 11 million dol.lRrs), and '""" 137 percent higher tlwl in 1937. 

Imports or sugar have come chiefly from Peru and (to o. lesser eJ~"t.ent) 
tram Cuba; baediate;.y before tho war thesa two ccuntrtes suppli<'d nbout 
nine-tenths ot Chilean requirements. Since 1940 the position of' Cubl hoa 
declined; it accounted for naorl;r 15 percent of Chil.an iropcrto in 1937-38 
and loss than 1 percent in 1940 and 1941. 

Anirlal8P and ani!IIJU rrodneta.--Chile eustcmcrily imports many 
more live animals than it exports; i.m~rts e,·nsiot IDllinly Clf cnttle, 
boraes, and sheep from Arr.entinn. On the ~thor Mnd, tho value of exports 
ot IIJ1iJDal products such as WGOl, hides, and Bkinl'l utruo!\:Uy is aany times 
graater than the impcrte of theoo iteme. During ~ho p•ri<l'l J.937-39 ~ 
porte ot animals and animal. products, principally live enim!'.la, nveraged 
14.5 llillion pc11<>s (neorly 3 lllillion dollr.re) II!Uiuclly. The uar bee had 
onl7" miDcr effect 'lll these ito:.mc in t..tm~ -,f '1U.~t1ty, but, because .~r 
higher price levels, their VPLlue overo.ged. 11bout " tbird h1i:her rJurinf!' the 
Mriod 191.0-42• 

SnurcGB of imports.-,.The distribution '.'t Cbileon ~·rta, by regic~ns 
·and J)r!neipcl. CCI\D'ltriue, 1937-41, 1" eho111t1 1.n tabla 61 Chilcr·n impr..rts 
f're1D the United Statos over a longer period nre sh,,wn in tn.bl.es 7 And 9. 
For aome timo before 1940 aOOut b'ro-third.s of Chilean importu cnrae frc.m 
t.'hree countries--the United States, Germany, md the United Kinf{dom. In 
1937 l.mj>orto from tho United States wero valued at 26 lllillion dollere (29 
percent); those from Germany, 2) million doll!'ra ( 26 percent) J nnd those 
fram the United Kingdom, 9.6 1:11llion dollars (11 porcant). In ~hat your 
hlllt of Chilean imports came fro1D Eurcpe 1m<1 47 percent £rom t.he Western 
Ham181'here. Fourth in C"rder omong countries as a source of importe bef.-,re 
the war was Peru, "hich supplied goorle, o'rlncipally auP,Qr, Vl'luod 11 t f'rom 29 
million to )5 million poeos ( 6 to 7 million dollr.rs) :mnudly cr from 6 to 
8 pPrcent of total itDPO'l"ts. At"gentinP. "Mnked fltth, uauouy' supplying from 
4 to 5 "f>t:'rcent. of tho total. Other inloortant s:;urces tncludod Brazil 
Belgium, Franc(~, Italy, fl.nd Swaden. ' 

After September 1939 the iml)Ortsnco of Europe ns c. a(:urce of Chilenn 
importe declined sharply. In 1942 imports from Europe •ere only 8 "['ler
cent of the total, and these l"..ame almost entiraly frc:IJII. the Unit-Jd Kin d 
Switzerland, and Swel'ien. For mony yanrs before the wur r.el'lllany occu '\ 0:• 

ll!lecond place as a source or i"pn,.ta into Chile, but 1n 1940 .:md. 1941 ~ 8 

United Kingdom took second pla~e. In eoch or those 2 years the United e 
Kingdom supplied about 10 percent of tr.ltal imports. Imports from Gel"JMn 
declined grOI\tl)' in 1940 Rnd hllve since been ineignificnnt. Tho United )' 
states, the most importAnt snurce of Chilean imports in the period 1937_

39 has, ?f course, occupied an even more prom.inl!Dt position since th~ outbre:1k 
of the war. In 1941, 57 percent of total imports camo from the Unit.ed · 
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table 6.- ClaUeo IJopar\8 )/ 11,r O'lliCIIIII aDd prill.ois-1 -triu, 1937-41 

(Value u thO!j••Dd• or e. a. dol.l.an ) 

1937 1938 19)9 19.40 

Valu 
,..._, 

Yalu 
,_, 

1'1ll• 
Pw_, Yal.,. 

p..,_, 
~ to\&1 ~ to\&1 ~ to\&1 ~ \o\&1 

88,389 100.0 102,38, 100.0 84.~' 100.0 104,494 100.0 

41,491 46-9 44,638 43.4 41,19'7 IJJ.7 71,927 68.8 
25,711 29.1 21,6)4 2'7.8 26,320 )1.1 49,987 47.8 
14,/JJl 16.4 14,241 1).8 1),146 15.5 19,192 18.4 

7,16) 8.2 5,984 5.8 6,382 7.6 8,820 8.5 
),798 4.) 4,482 4.3 ),742 4.4 7,044 6.8 ·- 896 1.0 637 .6 1,090 1.) 2,106 2.0 

695 .a 1,399 1.4 1,152 1.4 2,305 2.2 
41,221 46.7 52,2'75 50.9 )6,737 4).4 24,50) 2).5 
2J,OJ9 26.0 26,569 25.8 19,241 22.7 ),682 ).5 
9,6)) 10.9 10,422 10.1 6,98) 8.2 10,847 10.4 
1,924 2.2 1,605 1.6 1,461 1.7 1,226 1.2 
1,650 1.9 2,043 2.0 1,921 2.) 1,10) 1.1 
1,688 1.9 2,754 2.7 ),292 ).9 4.154 4.0 
1,055 1.2 1,779 1.7 1,452 1.7 1,)27 1.) 
4,980 5.7 5,091 4.9 5,754 6.7 8,021 7.7 
2,287 2.6 2,580 2.5 ),156 ).7 5,752 5.5 

681 .7 821 .a 961 1.2 JJ " Values are o.t.t • • ... cleo1ezoed 

lluanea CoepUed 1>7 the v. s. '1'v1.tt c...l.1ol011 troa a.u., •nu•rlo l!tadletioo de !lc!!oroto -rlQ£• 

1941 

1'1ll ... 
... .._, 
or \o\&1 

1011,254 100.0 

86,,, 10.0 
6l,m 56.5 
24,981 2).1 
9,89'1 9.1 
7,999 7.4 
),521 '·' 2,02) 1.9 

13,414 12.4 
809 .1 

9,9)8 9.2 
96 .l 

230 .2 
262 .2 
460 ·4 

8,208 7.6 
5,077 4.7 

70 " 



.38 
~tatee, co.pared with 29 percent in 19)7. In 1942, however, ef'l " r"'sult r.f 

art1aa export restrictions, Chilean iraporta f'rlll! tho United States :lecl1n3d 00 
45 peroc>t of the total. Shi~ante !'rom Japan, mieb in 19)7 eenetituterl 
leas tJ'wm 3 percent of Chile• a imports, increased to 6 millim dollnrs in 
1940 (6 pereoot) 1 in 1942, in the f~ce qf the increased tran..-.>rtetion 
rieka, Japan supplied Chile with OOIIIDoditiee valuod at 1.) million dollnrs. 

Imports from Latin American C<)UDtries.--During tho !"JOT'iod 19)7-39 
im'porta into Chilo from Latin Amcri<:Of ,countries avornged about 68 adllion 
peeoo (14 llilllon dollnrs) annually, .!1 or about 15 percent of totnl im
ports; this 'lftls mol"e thP.Q twice tha value of Chilean exports to those 
eotmtrios. Durin~ this ,eriod, more thRD 98 percent of Chiloon rurchasos 
from-Latin American countrio~ caae from seven C01tnt.rit;ts1 ii&.~:""J.uding Peru 
(nearly 011~hal.f'), Argentina (mort! thnn ana-fourth), Vanozut"l.ll, Brazil, 
Ecuador, Cuba, and Mexico. 

'!be 011tbreoJ< of the ...... , ODd the attendant deelino in tho l.DmortODco 
ot lurope a a a eourco of I!Np!lly, reaul t.ed 1n o pt"Ogroeei ve increo.se in 
Chil""" t.porta !'rom the eountrico or L•tin America. In 1942 they reached 
260 w1111ca peooo (54 million doll~re), or more thnn tno-!'iftho ot totlll 
DpoTiiBJ tbie •s :DOH thnD I:Pice th9 vUue of exr-orte to tbose comt.riee. 
During each yoar Croa 1940 to 1942 Peru >nd Arca>tinQ CMtinu•~ tn OCeu:-J' 
first and HOJJll'i !'l].:lce, respectively, in Chlle1 e imncrt tmde With ot.hM" 
couo.triee of Lot.i.D. America. Thora were, however, notcble shifts 1n the 
'1"8lat1n p:>sit.i.oD of enme ot tn• othPr countritl8 in this region (see tnble 
21). 

During the period 19)7-)9, imports or agrieulturel nnd pastoral pr<>d
uote trom Latin Americon COlDltriea (principally sugar, C<"Jffut:, c:ncno, ydrba 
IIPtft, wheo.t, cotton, and live animals) averaged uaarly 50 million ~soa 
{10 .U.Uon dollars) 111 year, and were moTe than double exports ,r such prod
ucts to t.a>ee countries. Cosnoditiea 1n these groupe from LAUD Am9r1can 
countries ~tuted about aevan-tcmths ,..r the totnl il:tpot"ta frC'on these 
COUDt.riea. Y In 1941 the abare declinod to little oore than blllf, but 
tbe aboolute value increased tr> 62 million pesos ( 12.8 millir.n dollnrs). 

In 19)7 manuf•cturcd goo<lo (valuod at 12.5 million nooos, ~r 2.6 mil
UOD dollaro) coneti tuted one-sixth of the value of Chilean imports f'rom 
the other Lat:1ll Americr-...n COUiltriea. The c1oa1ng of EU!'?pean Bt)W'ces and 
the obortagc <>f Shi"J>ing during tho 1mr roeulto<l in n mulr.od increase in 
tbeoe figuroa in 1940 tu 26 million pesos ( 5.2 adllion dollnro) and in 1941 
to )8 ld.Uion pesos (7.6 million dnll•rs). llinoral prcducto (voluo<l •t 
7.5 m1l.lion ptlsos, or 1.5 million dc.llr\ra), conatitutecl ahlut onc.--ninth of 
total imports trwrm Latin Americnn CX"UfltTiea. Such imports troro Cl.DRidcrnblJ 
larger in 1941 thlln in 1937. 

In 1941, Chilean imports trom Lat.in Amer1Cfi.D Cl'Ultriea •nrg rlistrlbut'--d 
aa followa1 Agricultural and p.'latorcl -.,rcducta, lusa t.hpn thr("l•-fifths; 
-.uutactu:red goods moro than on9-tbird; and mineral pro~r.:ts, 1me-l'le:vonth. 

During 1937-)9 imports from Peru e.verO.f.':c:>d :'lbout Jl rnillicn r.uoo ( 6.? 
millio:ln dollars) r.nnunlly nnd consti.tutec\ n~.rly ono-hnlt' of totr.l import; 
from Latin Amari~ 0<)\Kiotries. During the WRT, imports fro~::~. Pt-ni in-

!J During tho ~6riod 1937-39, im;~rts of petroleum nnd patrolcum )~orlucts 
into Chile from Cu~a-;ao o.venr,e-d S milli'>n pesos (1 !Dillion dollnra\ 
yearJ thee& are not inclutled in tl'le nnnunl aver&.ee of 14 lldllion dolior 
Innsmuoh as pro.ctically all crude notrcloum ontl•ring c~CM for ref! ~rs. 
and expo1·t comes from Vcnuzuelc., it mny be enid that Ch11lsan 1mrorts ~ ng 
other Lrttin Americnn countries, and in Jl'll'ti(..'Ulllr from VtlnezuttlB ar rom 
sreater in w.J.ue tho.n shown in the trade returns. ' 0 

.,, They conat.ituted net'rly "ne-eirhth of ChilAtll. tmports tt-om all. lk: , :;:~ .-urcett. 



cnaled uatll 1D 1942 they """ehed 12) ldillcn """"" ( 25 llillioo doll~,.,.), 
aeeount1Dg for halt ot Chilpnn trrort.s trr. other !H:Un .A.erie""D coUDtrlea, 
on~ noorl:r on ..... nru, or total 1D;,rta. In U>o first h:ll1' cf !943 Peru .,._ 
:>laeod U!o liDit.d Ste too na the m•t 1.-ort.t-nt oc:uroa ~r !Jiporto into Chile. 
The l'rineip-U. 0"-"'1 tl•o U,.,.,rtc<' troc' Pe"" an; IIU!"l' "lld petMleta ~t 

I"ffrta l'ro. Argant.lr.a, (e.maioting prinei;cl.l;r of U""et.·ek, woolm 
t:~.briea, wheat, aatJ Ce.«lt), ovot'f'lgtw'i ~bout 19 a1ll.1rm pesos (4 Jdl.l1oa dOl
~ra) 'ltUIUall.:r in tile perlo-1 1937-39, and rerroa«~tOO .~r,t <'ll<>-fonrU> of 
hilean iaforto t'Ma Latin Allel'iesn eountrioo. I=u ,,.,.. A,.,.,.,tina 

in"""'Hd Ml'kodly in 19LO ""d 19411 }/ in 1942 tho;r l'Oilelled 74 wllllm 
""""" (15 llilll.on <lc-llaro) and conaUtutod ..:ro tiKm m&-fourth of U!o ~ 
porto troa Latin Aaaric:an eountrieo. 

In 1938 Urr<>rto frnoo BreaU "'"'""'t.e<' to J.l lllillion l'•ao• (t620,000), 
and Snail l'mlked aixU! 1D illportonea ...,.,, Lntin Al:loric:on countries supply
ing Ch11011D imports. IIII'Orte troa Brnail inereaood ohDr]ll7 after the out
brook or U!o .... , b:r 1942 Bnlail OU'Iplidd gooda wlued at 51 llillioa 
r><oro (10 111111,.., dollaro) 1111d aeeounted for ODe-fifth of Chileon illlp>rte 
fl'Qo Latin Aneric:an eountriee. In 1942 ouell :laporto coosiated rrinei"Jall:l' 
ot eorree, ~;ba •t6, cottc.rJ. and WIG\llc tabriea, and cotton P.lad silk yam 
and tbread. ,!;/ 

I11p0rto into Chilo troa Cuba, U>e third ront1Dg Latin Americ:m OUJ':'lier 
in 1938, ""re eo.puoed prlnei,..Uy <>f ""<IS"• Aftur th~ outbreall: of U!e .. r, 
•• e. r..su.lt ot t.he abcrtage ot abif'l"irlg, they W\:re rec1uced sberrJ.:n durinf 
the r>eriud 1940-42 tho;r wore noglij!ible. Cc•binud i•;"Crts from V~czuelo. 
and Curo\*0 ([1rinel..,U7 petro1o.., and its vro<>uets) anNged obout 10 ..U
llon !>Oeos (2 1111lion dollArs) annuoll7 duriug th~ yenr• 1937-38· ~ub
martne wnrfare in the Caribbeo.n bad little effect"" this trade, which in 
1942 declined for otbor I"Maona. Shipaeats diroctly 1're:l Vtm~zuela went 
negligible after 1939; those from C\11"11"'0 awrng.U .oro thaD 10 million 
PGeoo (2 million dollnra) annuel17 in 19~0 1111d 19tl, but doelino;l tc 4.2 
•1llion roooa (f~,OOO) in 1942. 

Uuited States Trodo With Chilo 

Becnuae of the dtfrereuce in nWIIbel" or inbabitmlts end in the dt:velop.. 
11ent of tho two economies, t.ho i.mport:Anco t)f the United St&.t3& llflrkvt t-"~ the 
Chilean oconoey 1a, of course, much moro rronouncO'i tbl\n the importance of 
tho Chiloon rorkot to that of the United Stows. Durin' U1o p.ri"" 1924--4? 
exports to Chile from the United Statns averaged a littlo leAs than l r,er
cent of total. United ~totes exports, o.nd impo1·ts trom C~lv a little lpsa 
t.han 2 ~oont or totol United Sto.tes imports of IDI)rcNmdise (seo table 10). 
In recont pro-war years, however, Chile furnished about 35 rercent of' Unitod 
Stataa import& of copper ~d virtually oll of' its impcrt8 of scdiuo nitrate. 

A a Uroady stated Chilean nxport ert:q tis tics since 1933 rtc not show tbe 
count.riea or destinati~n or thr. lugo sh.lnmonts nf nitrate Nld icr!ine. In 
the !Mirlod 1924-39, reportod expol"tS t/:1 the United Stfltos (table 7) were on 
the nvera.ge about (IDe-third (v..rylng fl'om 20 to 48 1Xlrceut) of totnl CxPOrts 

1J In 1941 ChileM. imports of textiles and textile prorJuet.a from Argentina 
were VUl.uad. 1\t ).3 Ddlli,.,n peaos ($660,000); 1n 1940 t.ht"y were valued nt 
1.1 llillion pesos (t-220,000). Imports <>f textil•• from AreentiDe 1n 1937 
were noglifliblo. 

Y In 1942 Chile imported tram Brndl textile ,ro.iucts wluec! at nenrly 
22 nlillion pusoa (4.4 million dollnrs), as ccntraseod with less thttn a. 
thi'l"d of' this amo~.mt in 191:1, and pT'fl.;,ticoll)" nono in 19)7. Imports of 
Br••1Uan ooffoo into Chilo 1n 1942 wore valued at 8 llillion pesos (1.6 mil
lion dolllll"a), compnrcd with 2.2 million ,eeos in 1941 and 1 llill1·m. pesos 
in 1937. 



Table 7.- QI.Uet Trade 1dtb tAe United Statea, l/1924-42 

tvalue 1n tbouanda) 

Exporto v ImporteJ/ Bal.I.Dce or trade J1 
BaUo ot 

!ear United Stat.ea United Statea bport.o 

United States lObUe United Statea ebare United. States U:rtH Peaoa 
.~~!:..'"11 

Peeoe doUarl ~.~~ 
Peaoa dollara 

dollar• 

bW.D1 .l:m!ll1 z...-
1924-- :z/682,482 ~ 83,058 :11·5 256,C171 .31,164 2.1.5 +426,/J.O +51,894 71.'~ 

1925- 11726,245 88,)84 38.7 339,574 41,326 27.8 +)86,671 +47,058 ~· 
1926- M,SJS 97,<m 48.2 422,357 51,401 )2.7 +375,478 +45,696 52·~ 
1927-- 533,398 64,915 )1.6 318,479 38,759 ;J!Cl.7 +2l1.,919 +26,156 59· 

1928-- 642,898 78,241 33.1 )68,892 44,894 )0.7 ~4,006 +,)3,347 57-4 

1929- 582,470 70,886 25.4 520,52.3 6.3,)48 32.2 i6l,947 +7,538 811-4 

1930- 371,781 41,108 25·4 467,356 56,877 33-4 -129,575 -15,769 138-4 

1931- 275,815 33,567 3)o4 241,864 29,435 )4.3 +33,951 +4,132 f11_., 
19)2 -- 76,799 9,346 26.4 49,413 6,01.4 2).1 +27,)86 +),))2 64.' 
1933- 68,6U 10,)60 20.0 40,749 6,153 22-4 +27,862 +4,207 S9o4 

1934- 89,.426 18;7.31 29-9 69,515 u,m 28.8 +19,9U +4,104 77;.7 

1935-- 108,862 22,06 )5.2 82,2)7 16,949 27.1 +26,625 +5,4137 7s.s 

19)6-- 109,450 22,558 28.1 ~.'113 18,131 25.4 +'2l.,471 +4,427 80.4 

19:11-- 213,402 43,982 29·' 124,748 25,7U ;J!Cl.1 -+68,654 +18,271 58.5 

1938-- lti1,J34 22,122 20.9 1)8,9)) 28,634 27.8 -)1,599 -6,5U l'J!'I-4 

1939-- 204,779 42,205 40·0 lZ1,704 26,:!20 )1.1 ¥77,005 +15,885 62.4 

1940-- 406,082 83,694 7).1 242,538 49,987 47.8 +16),544 +JJ,7Cfl 59.7 

1941- 500,772 103,209 76.1 'J!'l6,4J6 61,096 56.4 +204,.336 +42,UJ 59.2· 

1942- 602,402 124,155 80.4 282,574 58,2.39 45.4 +319,828 +1>5 916 46.9 

l/ Excluei'f'e of Ptlerto B:iao. y ~r;pc~rta ol ChilN.D prod:uc\8: ul uUODal.ised produatt, but not 1Dclud1Ds a.ttnt.e aD4 l.od1ne &f't.el' 19)). BaWoa IDd 8peoie U"e 1Dcl:ade4. 
fa).gel an t.o.b. troatter, a:c1ui.t.ac"e%p0rl. dutiea. 

JL .X.porta tor COOWIIlptJ.ca. BQU.ioa llllci ~e an lJlcluded. Val.uea are c.i.t •• u dealared by .urcb&lltl. 
V AD uport balance 1a arll:ed (+), IJld an !aport balallce (-). lauamcb ae CbUean trade atatlatle1 han not ehOWD. export., or nltJ"I\h and lodlDft 

b7 coUDt.rJ .. ot deetiaat1ca ainee 1933, tbe export balancea wbleh WIU.Ill7 han prnall.cl eiaoe that JMr were 1n aotualltJ larcer than tboae 1Dd1oat4' 
1D the table. 

jJ Since 19.33 t.be IJDJ.ted Statea ehare or total uporta 1a co11puted em the balla or total e:rporta ezoluabe ot altn.t.e and iodiDe. 
I/IDaAUCb u ezporta or nitrate and iodiDe hue not been reported bJ co~mtriea or dett1D&tion alnce 1933, the rat.loa or esporta to bport. u 

ahown 1D the table al.Dce that Jeu' are so.nbat blgher thaD tbey would be 1t the data tor tbue Wo ~itJee were available. 
:1/ Excludea reezporta. Peao V&luea baYe been caleu.lated tr~ United Statea dollar n.lu ... 

Sources eo.pued b)' the U. s. TarUt eo.tadoa ho• Ql.Uel Anuario Ji!tadfl!ltlco de Co!erclo !rtertor, u.d Eatadftt1Cf Chilena. 



(aclulin ot tbeoe ~ties ett.er 1933) 1 1n the l>81"f.od 1940-42 the 
proportioo inoreolle'i 110re thoD t100-t.l11l"!a. It ot.&tiotico !or tbe deot.ina
tioo or nitmto •od iodirl• .. ,.. aftllable, th" fhore of tbe Unit.d Stntea 
1n Chilo' a total e:r,>ort trade would proliably h:l..., to·Oil o,.....,nmtel1 tho 
- •• alAted abo..,. The United States 1a DO'!'ticull'rly U!!x'rtmlt as a 
deot1nat1011 or Chile' a 111nenl exporte. In tM 2 roore 1937 and 1938 
""" than 25 poreent ot Chile' e oxporte cr co~, IJ) !"f'l"'''lt ( eaUeoted) 
or 1to aporte ot nitmtoe, and nearly 90 .,.,..cent <>t ita aporte or gold 
...,t to the UDited Stntoe. 51nee the out.breelt ot the mr, cr oour .. , the 
ehore ot the United Stntoo 1n Chile' a llinerel e:m>rte hno inorealle'i eoa
lidorebly. The United StAtes ohore -.r ...,.oitied Chiloan aporte, 1937....tJ., 
1o - 1n table 8. 

Tho UDited Stetea 1a aloo .., important aourea or Chilean imports, ho>'-
1ng """oidad noarly on ... third ot the total 1n 1937-JS ODd about oo.,..!Jcl1' 
Iince the outbreak or the w.r (1940-42). ordiDarily, Chile obtains !'roo 
the 1Jn1tad Stetea two-flttha ~r the oochinery, on,._thlrd tbe metol rrorluctc, 
CGe-lalt ot the t.n.nst10rtaUnn r..tert'lla, one-fourth "f the chemical rr-xt
uota, twc-thll"'dJJ ot the ,et.rf\18'-, rmd t'JD ... tenth of tho textile.-& imported 
into the country. Theeo ohorea """" incNaood .awrlclly rlurtng the mr. 
The UDited Stetea ohare of spec1f1old Chilean ilq><>rt groups, 1937....tJ., 1a 
aboWl 1n teblo 9. 

Ietoorta into t.he United States ~'roe Chile. 

Durine tba ""rtod 1937-)9 United States aorchODdiso imports (oxdud
ing IOld IUld sUver) h-oe Chile averaged 38 .ulicn dollnrs 11.n11.w-lly ~~tnd 
••eountud for about 1.5 percont of totn.l imports into tho ODited States and 
7 percent of those tro11 La tin Amoricn. After the outbreak of the war, 
...,.chendise lmporte from Chile oxponde<i substantially; in 19/.IJ, chten:r as 
the !'eiiUl.t or the lt'lrked incrense in imports or coprer, they amounted to 
65 llillJ.OD dollire, or BOre tl1en 10 perc:ent cof toW imports f'rcm Latin 
Amerte~~.. United Stc.tee requirements tor c:opper continu'X! to inerease in 
1941; 1n 1942 total •erchlondiso import• from Chilu reachod l4l aillion 
dollars, ar ~· - - 1n 1938. Un1 tad States imports frol!l Chile, 1924-
42, are shown in tablo 10. 

Com.eosl t.ion.~hlle la the only sourc:e of United Stntes importe of 
natural aodium n1t1'tlte and to by for the 1110st importan~ supplier of imports 
or copper. Before the war theee two commodi Uos accCt\m ~ for more thAn 
three-fourths of Unl ted Stn tes laporte from Chile. During the pt;riod 
1937-39, other leadiDft COI!UDOdi tie a imported from Chile, nnmod in ordl!r of 
their lmpot"tanca, were ~old, :I run ore, iodine, an:l silver. Sinc:e the ~ut
break of the war purchases f'rom Chile ho.ve c:MtinU.xl to be predominM 7 
ot mineral prorlu~ts, with a mnrked e.xpnnslon in imrorta of c:oppta' anJ a 
decline in those of precloue metals nf~cr 1940. Imports of wool, from United 
Chile, nogligtblo baforo the war ""nked third in importance 1n !942· 
States imports from Chile by grt>~ps, selecc.~"<l subgroups, and principal ~moo 
modlties, 1937-42, nre shown in t.nhl~s 11 and 12. Impot"ts of prlnc!:'ble 
commodttios, in tt'lnns of vnluoe end C'!Urmtity, 1937-42, are shown in toto.l 
13• The ratio of United States imports .Jf l'lerchandise :from Chile to 
Untt.od St:\ttJs i.mports ~m J.ntin AlflC!rican colDltrios is shown, by groups, 
1n table J.4. 

U lloet of the copper imported from Chilo 11 tho f'f'r.tduot-~~88 0;z'=~ 
~ted States 1ntereate tdlich nre thomaelvea alao lcmdiD« JM'--.6~8 ~ r... 

the Unitac! Steteo. Variations 1n iMports or copper i'r<-.11 C ~ or . 
cent 1'8&1'11 have bam the reaul t of change& in world dem:uld 81 81 

o!vmgos in Unitad Stntoo requireaanto. Before the outbr&Gk or tho "f the 
8Xporta ot ocpper to the United Stotos roproa .. ted about 30 perc~JJ o were 
totel ChilOQD exports of that produot. I•porta or oopper hom ld ·;:.,·lnaas 
ftluold ot 22 million dolloro 1n 1937, but, "".result ora ~01;'; with 
reoeaann, m...,ged only 13 lllillinn IIIIDU•ll:r during lQJ on . • 



Table 8.- lhile1 Exporto !/to ~e United Statoo b7 gl"Oilpll1 lllbp-oupo1 and pr1no1pol _.tit1eo, 193'7~ 

Group, oubgl"Oilp1 or OOBDOdltJ Y 193'7 1938 1939 1940 1941 

Valuo 11 000 DOOol ot 6d. trtW!l 

'fotol, aoludtng 111treto aatl 1otl1ne and obi-to •to o.....- - ,,. ,,.,., 107.1'11. -·- Ml6.082 ·- _., 
ll'!.nerol produotoa 1Bl,S84 94,678 188,16~ 3'73,308 460,9U 

Ores, crude or al.lopq worl<ed, and pare aotall 1Bl,2)) 94,655 188,153 3'73,198 460,875 
Eleotro~io copper bors 48,orn 10,'774 62,3U 176,808 23'7,038 
Standard 1111d blister oopper bors 95,307 49,416 88,678 159,054 1'77,092 
Iron ore and ito aJ.lD78 12,6)6 13,478 13,660 14,696 13,915 
Coppel'-boar!.ng orss and oonoontretoo (sold aDd ail .. r) u,o15 7,934 12,872 12,890 6,8a 
Gold 8Dd aUYer oree IIDd oono•tratea U,l38 10,841 10,096 8,209 3,285 

Specie end precious me tala t 14,217 8,1)2 10,909 17,246 13,422 
Qold and plat!.num, UD11l'W811t& 14,0)0 8,1)2 10,909 17,246 13,422 

Gold iDgota and bore 10,8)5 4,209 10,909 17,246 l3,J.06 
Agricultural. products& 7,558 2,43'7 1,869 5,107 13,155 Legqaeaa 5,668 1,470 11'10 2,563 7,881 B8811s 4,187 169 l02 290 3,338 Animalo and animal products !.Deluding Nab and guea 8,993 1,668 2,844 8,184 10,098 Hidee aod. other animal .atter, c.ruclea 7,684 1,)39 1,969 4,512 6,034 Hides and sldns1 not tanned 4,956 163 1,176 ),60o 5,527 Cbaoncal proclucto 192 160 218 555 1,443 Batural. products o1' wa:te!'S and. !oresta 139 47 l26 485 496 Foodstut.fa 448 8 208 761 473 •race• aDd. llqu.BIIl'B )8 26 ll3 l22 371 scel.l&neou.s manufactured produ.ote, n.e.s. 80 fl1 l4l 60 177 te ot tbe ••tellDrsical :IDduatrieo 103 2l II> 73 l18 Cbiner,r accessorlea and tools 

utUea sad .anutacturea 34 92 95 151 68 
aport a teriala and aooeesoriea - 1 - 18 30 
ceo aanufactures l6 7 45 l2 6 - - - - -



Total, ex c1w11Dg Ditrate IUid iodJDelllld abi-ta •to o--

llineral produc tea 
Ores, crud 

Electro 
Staodard 
lr<>D ore 
CoJ>I>I'l"-b 
Gold and 

e or st.pl,y worked, and pure aetala 
]Tt.ic copper bars 

azul blieter copper bars 
and 1 te e.l.l.O)'o 

aarlng ores and concentrates (gold IUid o111'8r) 
aUver ores and concctratea 

precioua metal& Specie and 
Gold and 

Gold 1ng 
Agricultural 

Leguaeaa 
Beene 

All1Dala and 
Bides and 

plotlnum, 1lll1ll'OUill>t• 
ota and Dare 
productea 

ant.al. produoto, 1nclwi1Dg f11Jb azul -· 
otber aniulalmatter, cnuie& 

and skins, not te.rmed Bidee 
Chemical produc 
latural produ 
Foodatutf 
BeTeragea 
lliacel.laneoue 
Producte 
llacblnOl'J 
'l'extUea 
Transport 
Tobacco II8ZIU! 

to 
cte of ""tore and foreoto 

• 
aDd llquoara 

aanutactu:red produote, n.e.e. 
of tha •etallurgl.oaJ. 1nduatr1•• 
, acceasor1ee, and. tool.a 
and -.uutactuTes 
uter1al.a and acoeaaoriea 

acturea 

See too tnotes at end of table. 

43,982 

:;'1,424 
:;'1,)52 
9,894 

19,64) 
2,604 
2,270 
2,296 
2,9)0 
2,1192 
2,2)3 
1,558 
1,168 

863 
1,85) 
1,584 
1,021 

40 
29 
92 

8 
16 
21 ., 
-
3 -

Val.ue (1.000 1IDJ. ted Bta teo dollar a) 

22,122 42,20, 8),694 10),209 

19,51) )8,781 76,9)9 94,99' 
19,508 )8,778 76,916 94,986 
2,262 1.2,842 )6,440 ~,854 

10,18, 18,277 )2,781 ,621 
2,778 2,ru ),029 2,868 
1,6)5 2,6,) 2,657 1,410 
2,234 2,081 1,692 677 
1,676 2,248 3,554 2,'166 
1,676 2,248 3,554 2,766 

867 2,248 3,554 2,763 
502 )85 1,053 2,711 
)03 179 528 1,624 
35 21 60 688 

344 586 1,687 2,081 
276 406 9)0 1,244 

34 242 742 1,1)9 
33 45 114 2'n 
10 26 100 102 

2 43 15'1 97 
5 23 25 76 

u 29 l.2 )6 
4 9 15 24 

19 20 31 l4 
J/ - 4 6 

l 9 2 l - - - -



tattle a ... I 
Ell;porW l/ t.o Ute United state• b7' ~· INbpou.pa, and prl.D.olpal oa-od!Uea, 1937....u---coDtlmuld 

aroup, 8\lb,roup, or acm~odi tor il 19)'1 19)8 1939 1900 191,1 

Sbare ot UDJ.t.ed State• lD total aport. 
(Perall!lt) 

Total, uolutUJlc Dltrate a4 l.ocU.u act llds--W •to ~ - 29., 20.9 ,w.o 7).1 ~6.1 

)4.0 26.0 ,a.o .,.4 81!.8 
IU.rleral productea :12·4 25.0 49.2 86.5 89.9 Orea, crude or aillpq worked, and pu-e •tal• 18.7 6.0 )5.1 86.5 87.2 Electrolytic copper ban )8.5 )4.2 '"'·' 9() • .;: 89.4 Standard and bllater cower bara 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 In:a ore and 1 ta allot• 49.6 4S·9 S6.0 57 .J 40.0 Copper-bearing ore and 00110tm.tr&t.ea (cold and eUnr) 

85.4 eo.5 81!.2 100.0 100.0 Go1d ud eilver ore aDd OODOII!Itr'&WI 100,0 99.9 100.0 100.0 98., Specie and precioua aet.la 
Gold and. pl.atillua, unwrou6btl 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 Gold ingote and bart 
10,J J,6 J,6 12.0 24.9 Agricultural produotaa 
16,1 4.7 4.0 ll.J J5.7 Lepe111 ..... J4,8 1.7 1.1 2.4 JJ,6 

Ani.Ml• and anlaal product., inohd!na tiab ud pMI 12.1 J,8 6.8 25.4 2~.2 

Hidea ud otber an~ Mtter, onldel J1.6 u . .;: 19.2 71.6 85.4 
Hidea and sldraa, not tanned 26.2 1.9 15.0 70.0 85.4 

Cbem.ical producta 10,9 7.7 6.8 ll.~ 4.7 
Jlatural. producta of waters IIDd £oreat.a 2.7 .9 1.e 12.1 15.7 
Foodstuffs 1.1 .1 1.~ s.e J,8 
S.nrag8sandllqueure .8 ., 2.9 12.7 15.9 
Miscellaneoua 1111.11u!'actured produota, n.•••• ).6 2.9 8.o ,_, 6.8 
Producta ot tbe aetal..lurgioal. ind:uat.riea 23.9 ll.4 29.0 20.8 10.7 
lll.d:linery, acoenoriea, and tool.a 8.9 25.3 4~.4 )'I.J 4.9 
'textiles and aanu.facturoa - "' - 1.~ ).6 
Transport •Wrials and acceaeoriea - ,,, 2.2 23.7 10.0 2.4 
Tobacco manufactures - - - - -

1/ Export. or Chilean prodnota ed aatioDalbed. pro<lucta. Bullioo and apeoie are included. V&luea an fot-ob. trant1t-r, 
aeludiae export dut.ielo l:xport. ot D1 tnt. en no\ available bJ ooUDtriel or d .. tiA&tlonJ theretoH, t.be percentase ah&rea 
tor Ule Ullited Statea, w!d.ab nate t.o total exporta 1nd to ezport.a or .t.neral produota,an COIIpUted oa the be.aia ot tot&la tor 
ehlp.anta to ill countriea tro. which t.hue two eoa!Odl tt .. &H ezclvded. 
Y Clasaiticat.101111 an tboae dvea ln the Chilean export. atat.111t.1c1 tor 1941. Group• an nnll:ed aooord.lnc to their ftlue 1n 

1941:· }j Len than 50(). !I Lila• tbaD O.QS percent. 

Souro.. eo.pued 111 tbe u. s. 'l'aritt C~ellloza rro. ChUe, AnnW!!rio ••t.!.d(•ttco de Coaera&o Cixttrior. and !ftadht.ioa ChUf9!• 



tbo .,_ U7 uponded doMDd attar tbe '7Utbreet or the ""'", United Ste tes 
bporte ot copper cr.. Cbilo iDCTOttoed Mrltsclln in 194!> !IIIli 1~ nenr1J' 
90 -tot Cbil...., copper aporte wore be the Un1ted St.o.tea. Bail=~ 
in Febrner:r 1942, the Un1ted Steteo agreed be parcbaee All ~rb-blc c=
plu.oo ot Cbil...., G>J>per and eortain otbe!" otratedo lletc.ls. 

'DDitec! Steteo J'Ul'Cbaou or eocl1111 nitrate cr.. Cbila a"IWilged ll adl
u.., dollftro cmuall.:r durinc the period 1937-J9 and repro...,tec! about two
nru.a ot Cbiloan exporte ot tbio product. In 1941 ioports nre l!lllllller 
tbm in 1937. In 1942, largol:r bocouoe ot increased war dM&Dd for !er
t.Uilet"ll ad tbe exhaustion ot stock: piles accwaule.~ before the war, !a
porte ot eocli~a nitrate f'ro• Cbilo 1ncreeoed to 17 lllil.liCICI dollars, the _ 
bigheot figure oince 19J2 and about one-balt the value 1n 1929. Tbus atxiu1 
too-tbirdo ot Cbilean Ol<'X>rte or nitrate were obipped to tbe United St.ntes 
in 1942. 

Before 1926 J'Ul'Cbasao ot Cbilean &old b; til• United Ststes were ....U. 
"- 19J2 to 19~, l!"ld, tbird 1n ioportsn<:e among imports !roe~ Cbilo cco
oUtutec! hooo ll percent (19J2) to 2J percent (19J6) of totsl United Stst<:s 
illport.e ot Cb:Uam ~~arehandilht and ~recioue met.a.le. Thaose purchases 
&CCt:Unted for ne~rly 85 percent nf Chiloan gold exports. In 1°40 Chilean 
PI'Oduct.ioo of gold reachf'ld 11. record value ct 12 m1lllon dol.lt>rs, nt which 
11 GUUm. •a shipped to t.he United StAtes. As the war has progressed, 
eoata of gold lld.ning Mve rieen and ft'eight ~tnd insunnce charges have iD
creaMd; 1n 1942 Chilean production of e;:old declined to 6.4 million dollars, 
end the Central Bank of Chile b6pn to blild up its gold reserves from cur
r.nt PMduetion. Ae a result, United Statas imports of geld f"rom Chile in 
1942 I!UIOunt&l to only 1.9 m1111., doll~rfl, less ~~ one-fifth the mmunl 
a .. rngo 1D the ?•riod 19J7-J9. 

Iron ore, crude iodine, and rilver are nm,:o!tg the other leading United 
States 1Cip0rts froom t;hilP. In 19)7 they 1"f8r& respoetively vn1ued ot 2.6 
llillion, 1.8 lllilllon, o.r.ri 1 llillloa doUs.rs. Imports of all three of th~se 
CoaaodJ.tiea T':'!mDlnd. at relat1W~1y stable levels juring tho yenrsB 1i.3?-4lth 
all were smillm· 1n tmlnP~C and in vnJ.ue in 1942 th:m in 19J7. e ~e e 
•r, Virtun.lly all ahipamta or irnn-ore from Chile 'A'ore to the un; C!irriers 
Ststea. After a raw tDOnths ~>f regular shi:JU~ents in oarly 1C9b142

1
• ('I 

8 
..., 

d b1 t f iron ore from e ceaseo.~. 
were diftrtod to other uses, an s p:z~en 8 0 . re less than l1 third 
Aa a result, imports of iron o:~ro trnm Chile in l942 we tio.l tr: nublic 
ot those 1D provious ye&t"a. Inasmuch as iodine i~ ass:: sunplied by i.
health and the a!ljor P"rt of United Sta!:!J. cun=red 

0~tatos imports of this 
porta, it is cooaidared a crt tical mnte tsJof e11ver rrom Chile (f800,000 
PI'Oduot. httve been nll sustatnad. ~~~r tance compared with those of stro.-
in both 1941 and 1942) were of Clinor ~por 
tegl.o tmd other ,.11aential wRr materl.llls. 

tbT'unk .,f the ~ i~mv.rta ··f 'II'('C'l fr."lm 
In the )'8GJ'B precedinl the "u utbre~ of the M'l.r: United States 1m

Chile were neglij!ible. After ~ 0 in l941 tho;r were ..U.ue<! o t 1 lllillion 
porte trom Chile 1noroaaed mark~ :!et'8ge during t.t:c 2 yonrs 193~39. In 
dollars, about S times the mm:nt between the United l=;tt·tes and the British 
1942, as a. result of 0: ;~:=sing Commission withdrew fro& the Chilean WtJOl 

Govemment, the Bri t1!J.1 avnilable shipp1DS S!'QCe mif;ht be devoted to shi~ 
lllllrkot 1D order thatd tton f'r<>m Cbile to the United Kingdom. ilnitod 
menta ot retrtgera.fte : £1'0111 chUe expanded in 1942, reaching l1 vnlue of 
Sta tea purobllaea o wo 
2•5 a1ll1on dollars. 



Table 9.- ChUea Importa Y tree the Ullltecl States, bT groupo, oubgroups, 111d principal. a-.oditleo, 19.37-.U 

Group, oubgroup, or COIIIIllodli;y Y 1937 1938 1939 1940 19.41 

Value (1 000 peooe ot 6d. gold) 

Total. 124,748 138,933 l:n,7C4 242,538 296,436 

Maebiner,r, &eeessories, and toole1 26,996 27,154 24,407 4l•bbb "'•'"" Industrial aachiner.r, iaplementa, ed toole 8,148 9,474 10.144 18,497 22,.410 
Electrical machiner.r, apparatus, and material 7,852 7,251 5,485 9,430 16,742 
Kot1ve aacb1ne17, boUers, and parte 4,255 4,097 3,381 6,600 9,322 
Agricultural D&chiner.r, iD.pleJUnta, and toole 2,169 2,191 2,126 3,257 6,221 
!l1n1ng macbiner;r, ilapleiMilta, and tools 4,572 4,141 3,271 3,882 3,813 

Products of t.be meta.llurg1cal. industrlesa 20,587 17,804 20,380 49,859 50,134 
Iroo and steel, unwortedr 10,698 9,.375 12,198 27,795 21,139 

Bars, (not cantainiDg elloyo) 3,349 3,252 3,002 11,384 9,115 
fj; 

Tin plste 3,242 1,792 3,233 6,169 4,814 
Sheets, not gal Yanized 2,370 2,473 4,475 7,411 4,713 

Irao and steel manufactures 4,813 4,.419 3,884 11,245 17,733 
Ketal wares for various purposesa 3,923 3,022 3,142 7,812 7,704 

Iron wire, plain, g&l ftllized, or not pl. ftZdaed 2,606 1,575 1,926 5,675 2,)51 
Transport aaterials and accessortesa 15,726 28,961 22,172 .41,069 45,900 

Vehicles, n.~.s., and partaa 12,761 20,534 20,919 27,756 .41,674 
AutaaobUes, new and used 5,)20 9,579 6,997 10,646 13,567 
Chassis for automobiles 3,102 6,377 8,396 8,807 8,791 
Tractors (gasoline) 1,237 1,418 1,6.37 ),006 5,751 
Pneumatic tires and tubeB 1,925 1,656 2,2.41 2,453 5,326 
Aeroplanes - 11 11 34 . 4,007 

!Jachlnel'T equi):lllent 11nd materials for roilW&TO ond trunnt.Jo - 2,934 8,)62 1,235 13,246 4,107 
Chemical productoa 15,517 15,504 19,320 30,406 44,359 

Blackings, resins, and industrial tate and oils, incl. gasoline 9,712 8,943 11,655 9,946 14,268 
Lubricating oU for lnduotrlal. purpooeo 3,981 4,387 4,725 6,215 7,440 

Cbnlcalo 2,001 2,301 3,487 6,287 10,016 
Colora, vam.iahea, inks, and d;yeatui't• 89) 835 1,038 ),634 5,597 
Mechsnlcal 11nd chemical woodpulp 36 169 22 2,370 5,1)2 

lliscell.aneous manutactured products n • .,.e.a 12,430 13,)60 13,700 24,804 37,048 



d instruments ror sciences and tiDe arts,etc.s Articles an 
Radiore 
Uotion 

Paper and 
Ceramic-war 
Manufactures 
Prepared 

ceiving seta, phoaographa, dictapbooaa, etc. 
picture films, etc. 
cardboard 
e, glassware, and maDutactured atones and eartb.a -

of gum, rubber, celluloid, end aimU.ar articles -
atones and earths 
ucts ( mai.aJ.T 11011111etalic )I !.11nl!ral prod 

Coal and 
Petroleum 
Coal an 

Ores, crud 
Textiles an 

Yams: 
Cotton 

7abr1cs: 

fuel oU: 
, crude and Diesel 

d coke 
e and aiopl.J" worked 

d manuf'actureat 

yarns 

~· (~cloth), Osnabur 
Agricultural 

coarse, unbleached 
products: 

w, ginned or not ginned 
ucts or waters and forests 
ani.mal products, including flab and game 

Cotton, ra 
!latural proi 
Animal.s and 
Beverages and 
7oodatutte 
Spee1 e IUI4 
Tobacco man 

liqueurs -
precious metals 

uf'acturea 

Total-

accessories, end toolst U:achlDaey, 
Indue trial 
Electric 
Uotlve ma 
Agricul.t 
Mining ma 

machinery, implements, and tools 
al mach1ne17, apparatus, and material 

cb1neey, boUers, and parte 
ural macbiner;y, implements, IIDd tool, 

chi.nery, implements, aDd tools 

See footnot.es at end of table. 

5,834 
1,580 
1,6o5 

964 
2,146 
1,06) 

J6S 
18,356 
16,720 
16,416 

)05 
1,26) 
8,105 
),943 
2,755 
),687 
2,434 
4,524 
2,842 

' 
2,212 

132 
6 

1)2 
3 

22 

25.711 
5,564 
1,679 
1,618 

877 
447 
942 

6,903 7,362 10,531 13,947 
2,242 1,966 2,984 4,316 
1,845 1,681 2,203 2,425 

939 734 3,682 5,598 
1,667 1,746 3,338 4,247 
1,182 1,06o 2,174 ),426 

41) 487 655 ),136 
17,889 14,132 )),069 29,6o9 
16,911 13,068 29,516 26,638 
16,780 12,949 19,600 21,00) 

1)0 120 9,917 4,714 
848 921 ),025 ),196 

8,957 8,301 1),)61 21,144 
4,93) 5,346 7,785 10,534 
3,896 4,164 5,151 4,966 
),551 2,571 4,)52 7,906 
2,565 1,6o8 1,833 2,391 
6,798 3,~ 4,301 5,l28 2,974 2, 57 1,866 1, )2 
1,766 790 67) 1,580 t 535 475 1,588 1,358 

9 6 27 624 175 152 484 446 2 270 1,194 )58 
19 30 37 40 

Value(1 000 u. 8 dollars) 

28,6)4 26,320 49,987 61,095 
5,597 5,0)0 8,587 12,058 
1,953 2,091 3,812 4,619 
1,494 1,1)0 1,943 3,451 

844 697 1,360 1,921 
452 438 671 1,282 
853 674 800 786 



Qroup, INhcrO\IP, or oOIDOdi~ y 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 

Val,..(1 000 u. s. dollaro) 

Product. ar tbe •tallurgioal. 1DctuVUa1 4,21.3 ),670 4,200 10,276 10,3.lil. 
Irca and atee1, m-.orkada 2,205 1,932 2,514 s, '729 4,357 

Ban (aot cmtal.nln& allar) 690 670 619 2,).46 1,879 
.... pl.oto 668 369 666 1,m 992 
SbHt., DOt 1a1 ftDiaed 488 SlO 922 1,527 971 

Irca IUld atee1 II&Dut'&e'Wnla 992 911 800 2,318 3,6SS 
let&l .area tor nrl.~ parvcl~08 809 623 648 1,610 1,SSS 

Iran rire, plain, galvanized, or uot.pl:n.a1Hd S37 32S m 1,170 485 
Truaport ~~ateri.ab aDd aecauoriaa 1 3,241 s,969 4,569 8,464 9,/J>O 

Yebiclea, u.a.a., aad part.1 2,6)0 4,232 4,3ll 5,721 8,589 
Autoa.obilea, nn and ueod 1,096 1,974 1,442 2,194 2,796 
Cbaaaie tor auto.obilaa 639 1,314 1,730 1,815 1,812 
Traotore (gasoline) 255 m 337 620 1,185 
PD~Uee Urea u.d tu.bea 397 341 462 5(16 1,098 
A.eropl..ulea - 2 2 7 826 

... ebinal"J', equi~t, ud •Wriala tor raU.qa aDd t:ra-Q'a - 6os 1,723 255 2, 730 846 
C~cal produete1 3,198 3,195 ),962 6,266 9,11.2 

Bl&ek!D&•• naina, ad !Dduatrl.al tata aDd oils, !Del. paoli.ae1 2,002 1,843 2,402 2,oso 2,941 
Lubrte&t.iDI oU tor J.nduetrial parposee 820 904 974 1,181 1,5)3 

m-lealo 412 474 719 1,296 2,<>64 
Colon, ft.nliahl-a, !nka, ad d;Teatutta 184 172 214 749 1,154 
.. ehazdeal and ebelllcal woodpulp 7 35 5 488 l,OSS 

liecallaneoaa anutactur.d FOCfuct., D ·•·•· 1 2,562 2,75) 2,82.4 S,ll2 7,6)6 
.lrlielea and taet.ruMate tor tba acienc .. and tine arta, etc. 1 1,202 1,423 l,Sl7 2,170 2,874 

Radio rectlirinl .. te, pbcl1og:n.phe, dictaphco .. , et.o. --- 326 462 405 615 890 
10t1oa pictur. tilu 331 380 346 454 500 

Paper and cardboUd 199 194 151 759 1,154 
Cerallie1r&H, glu.-..re, ad .anutaetured et.cmaa and aarl.be -- 442 344 36o 688 875 
Jlazl,utactur .. of sua. rubber, callul.oid, and aWlar arUeles - 219 244 218 448 706 
Prepared atcmae and e&l"tU 76 85 100 135 64h 

lbenl producte (..tnl¥ DC:C.tall..1c)l 3,18) ),687 2,913 6,816 6,102 
Coal lllld t'uel oUa 3,446 3,485 2,69) 6,08) S,490 

petrol ... , crude llbd Dieaal 3,383 3,,58 2,669 4,040 4,329 
eo.l ad. cob 6) 71 25 2,044 972 

Orea, onde and at..p!T WGI'bd. 260 175 190 62) 659 
See rootDot.ea at ..s. or table. 



IIDd ..nutactunea Toztneo 
!lll'DII co•-
7abrlc 

JUU 

•• burp (P'Q' cloth), OOU'M, UDblN.ct.cl o ... 
..,.,. eul t.unl. products a 

, nn', Cimled or DOt c1Jmed. cot .... 
latarol 
ADiaal• 
Bnerqe 
Poodat.o! 
Speole ad 
tobacoo 

prcduete or water• &DIS roren• 
aDd .ru...l. prcducta, 111oludiaC rl•b u4 CUM 
• and lJ.quaurl 
ro 

preclOWI Mt.b 
-.matacture1 

Tot.l 

, aoceuorlea, and tool11 
rlal •chlnery, lapleaente, ad toob 

cal. aachbl.el"7, apparatue, ad ~~&tArlal 

ll&chlnrrr 
Induot 
Zl.ectrl 
•otlw 
J.grieul 
Mln1n 

•chlDel'7, boUera, ad parte 
tural acb1ne1'7, bpl.._t., ad toola 

1 machlne17, DplaenW, cd tool• ,,...,., .. ot tb8 •tallurcical indultrlell 
aDd et..1, mnrorkeda I,.... ,...... (not ccm:t.atnlDJ illCIJ") 

"" .... plot. 
t., not gal:nnhed 

IQld at.el UDvl'actarea X.... 
let.l 

X.... 
n.ree far Yarl.OUI pvpo••• 
wire, ~ pl'VIIIlized, or uot. plnoDJ.HCI 

'!rulaport. ~~aterbl.e and acceaaorleea 
Yehiclee, n.e.e. ud parte 

Automobiles, nn or ueed 
Cbaeele ror autc.obUea 
'!'ractore (gasoline) 
ra..-uc tlree aad tobee 
Aeropl.uee 

llachinerJ, equlpaent, aud •terlale ror rdlwqe ud t.n.lnrqe . 
See footnotea at end of tabl.e. 

1,671 
81) 
568 
'/fJJ 
502 
932 
S86 
456 
2? 
1 

2? 
1 
5 

29.1 

44.? 
22.9 
4?.2 
4).2 
50.0 
94.2 
33.4 
)9.1 
23.8 
19.0 
40.4 
25.1 
42.2 
6?.7 
6).9 
65.5 
?3.4 
65.1 
54.6 
64.4 

58.9 

1,8U> 1,711 2,7S4 
1,017 1,102 1,604 

80) 858 1,062 
7)2 5)0 89'1 
529 ))1 378 

1,1.01 ?36 886 
61) !548 385 
364 163 139 
110 91 321 

2 1 6 
36 31 100 
!:1 56 2.46 

4 6 8 

Share or UDlted stat•• lD. total 1aport.1 

2?.8 

41.8 
33.1 
41.8 
)9.1 
51.0 
88.) 
)1.4 
)8.? 
2?.9 
5).5 
49.6 
22.5 
41.5 
35.6 
)4,1 
51.) 
80.0 
78.9 
43.8 
60.0 

J/ 
7).3 

)1.1 

4M 
36.) 
40.5 
4).0 
62,8 
89.6 
39.) 
56.2 
)8.) 
69.5 
?2.9 
23.0 
)?.6 
2?.4 
54.4 
59.6 
78.9 
8).5 
63.0 
52.5 

J/ 
29.8 

4?.8 
1),6 
12.9 
66.5 
1).2 
92.1 
86.5 
81.5 
93.) 
89.9 
96.5 
9?.? 
65.6 
82.2 
82.2 
?7.5 
85.5 
91.) 
94.9 

100.0 
60.9 

J/ 
65.2 

4,358 
2,171 
1,023 
1,629 

493 
1,098 

336 
)26 
280 
129 
92 
?4 
8 

56.4 
83.1 
?6.? 
82.6 
88.2 
9?.0 
96.6 
86.3 
96.3 
95-5 
96.1 
99.6 
19.8 
82., 
36.2 
94.1 
93.9 
93.3 
99.8 

100.0 
85.1 

100.0 
96.4 

/ 



table 9.- Cb.U•t Iaportt1 Y f"l"c:. the uadW Stat .. , 'tv crouP•• INbpoupl, and prlnolpal. oa-oditl••• 193'7-41 

Group, lnlhgrooup, or oa-oti'ti7 Y 193'7 1938 1939 1W> 1941 

ShaH or UnitAd Stat.• lD tot&l laport.• 

cr..-1 
r.beldcal producte• 28,9 26.7 J,4,8 JJ,) 58.5 

Blackince, redne, aDd IDdt.tetrtal tat• IID4 one, !Del. cuolln•• ol/>.) '1).2 50.7 )5.8 46.6 
tubrieating oU tor induet.rlal pla"PPHI 86,) 84.5 94.5 98.4 99.2 

Cheal call 26.2 22.5 41.7 58.4 72.1 
Colore, ?arniehee, inkl, and dTeeturt• 13.9 14.9 18.6 4),5 74.8 
Mechlmtcal ed cbeaical woodpulp 1.0 ).7 .7 41.7 64.2 

lU.ecel.laneoua aat1ufactured producte, D·•·•·• 29.6 28.7 ,).0 55.6 71.2 
Art.icl .. ed inltrullebte tor the eaincea and tl.ce art., etc.t 50.7 ol/>.4 52.8 72.9 81.0 

Radio recelrlng eet.., pboaosnpba, diotapbCDee, eto. 51.6 51.1 47.2 59.9 69.5 
lfOtiaa picture ru.. 77.4 77.9 75.0 78.5 81,) 

Paper ed cardboard 12.7 U,9 u.s 51.7 74.0 
Cerudc:nre, glaana.re, and anutactured •ton• ed eartba -- 26.5 24.1 27.0 51.6 60.4 
Ma.nutactunJ• or sua, rubber, celluloid and 11all..ar art.loJ.•• - )9.7 41·3 4),1 71.1 86.1 
prepared atoaea and a~LJ"t.M 26,5 )6.9 25.7 )0,8 79.) 

lineral produ.ct.a (.a!nlT D<aet&ll.lc)l 55.) 58.8 56.) 65.1 57.4 
Coal IUI.d tuel oUt 61.2 61.7 60.4 65.2 58.7 lS 

Petroleu~~ crude IDd Diesel 62.2 62,7 61.9 60.0 52.) 
Coal and coke 3),7 20.1 16,) '111.9 90.4 

Ore• crude and eS..pl7 wartutd 25.7 )5.2 )7.1 66.6 62.6 
tezt.Uee and ..a.utacture•a u.o 12,0 12.6 16.4 26.3 

lll"DII 18,) 22,) 24.7 25.4 41.4 
Cott.ca J'UDI 28.? 37.1 40.1 36.5 47.6 

Fabric at 8.4 8.2 6.9 9.7 1?.2 
OlmlLbu:r'gli(grq cloth), ooane, Vllbl.ncbed 50.7 72.8 ol/>.2 J'7,9 55.1 

Acrtcultural producte• u.s 18.1 10.2 11.0 11.6 Cott.ca raw, l(llmed. or DOt. clJmed. 47.0 62.0 5).4 )7,8 22.9 latural product• or watera &Dd toreete 66.2 72.1 42.4 )1.4 42.) ht.b aDd. aniaal prcducte, 1Dcludiq tbb &Dd ,... .9 ),) ).8 7.8 8.8 Brlwaae• aDd liqwura 1.1 1.4 .8 ).5 J,J.7 Foodatutra 
Sptele aDd preciou aet.ale 

.6 .7 .7 2.0 2.1 
tobacco -.autaotwe1 

),9 .s 87.9 100.0 100.0 
22.9 10.9 19.4 1),4 u.6 

1/. laporte tor Ooosuaption. Bullion lliU\ 111 cle are included. • .. .,.. -,J Cl.u 1t pe V lu o.i.t., •• declared b7 IMrCha.ntt • 
Y • icatlOGa are t.boH CinD 1n t.he Cbll..D !aport. lt.&tUtioa tor 19/J.. Groupe an nAked aooordlnc to tbelr 'f'a1u8 111. 

1941. }/ La•• than 0.05 percent. ~ lot elataified llp&l'lteq. 

Soarc11 Co.pn.d bJ' t.ba U. 8. 1'aritt eo-taeiaa tro. CbUe, e!!!J!r1g ltt.sdlttieg dt CM!n1g J!rtertgr. 



Table 10.- United. Stateaa trade ritb. QUJ.e, 1924-1.2 

'ID thouaanda or dollar•• 

Exportall ~a/ 
C2lll•' • lhare or total h'al adle'• l!lbare ot 

lear Value tot&l to- Value 
LatJ.n Aaerio&D. npubl1ce All Balance 

oountrtee or 
Latl.o Gold lncludina: Exc1\ld1na: excluci.ina: trade ........... All llerchandi .. .... Total a:old and gold and &Old and Jl 

repabllc• COUDtrieJ ellver J11ver ellver aUver 

~ .i!=JD1 .i!=JD1 b.wDi .i!=JD1 
1924-- :U,3'77 4·3 0.7 98,284 2,162 100,446 8.e 9.~ 2.7 -69,069 
1925-- 39,274 4.7 .8 89,194 2,225 91,419 8.5 8.9 2.1 -52,~5 
1926-- 49,0.43 5.9 1.0 81,442 24,487 105,929 9.8 7.8 1.8 -56,886 
1927-- 37,889 4.7 .8 61,857 9,040 70,8'fl 6.9 6.4 1.5 -33,008 1928-- 40,351 4.9 .8 75,160 2,645 77,805 7.6 7.9 1.8 -37,454 
1929-- 55,776 6.1 1.1 102,025 2,81.7 104,842 9.0 10.1 2.3 -49,066 
1930-- 4b,374 7.4 1.2 54,813 2,269 57,082 6.~ 8.1 1.8 -10,708 
1931-- 21,462 6.9 .9 39,m 1,039 41,016 5.8 8.4 1.9 -19,~54 
1932-- 3,568 1.8 .2 12,278 2,164 14,442 3.7 3.8 .9 -10,874 
1933-- 5,321 2.5 ·3 ll,503 2,999 1.4,502 4.2 3.6 .8 -'1,181 1934- 12,030 3.9 .6 22,910 6,776 29,686 6.4 6.2 1.4 -17,656 
1935-- 14,91.8 4·3 .7 24,101 9,~13 3),614 5.8 5.2 1.2 -18,666 
1936-- 15,7.39 4.0 .6 25,804 8,941 34,745 5.6 5.1 1.1 -19,006 1937- 23,m 4.2 .7 46,668 10,3)8 57,006 7.2 6.9 1.5 -33,009 1938-- 24,603 5.0 .8 28,268 9,lll 37,379 6.1 6.2 1.4 -12, 'T16 1939- 26,791 4.7 .8 .40,562 10,995 51,557 7.9 7.8 1.7 -24,766 19.40-- 4),429 6.0 1.1 64,941 12,349 77,290 9.4 lO.S 2.5 -33,861 1941-- 'n,474 5·9 1.1 lll,721 9,335 121,065 10.8 l1.1 3.3 -63,591 
19L2 -- 41,200 5.5 .5 140,W1 2,719 143,690 1).1 14·4 5.1 -102,490 

],/ .U:ercbantibe, including reexporta. 
Z/ Gellenl Iaporta. 
J1 An export bal.ance ie III(I.J'Ir;ed (+), IUld an bl.port balance (-). '!he oomputaUcm or the bltlmce of trade 1• b&eed an total 

1af.Qrta1 inCJl.uding gold end aUver. 

Source& Compiled b)' the u. s. Taritt CommiaJioa tram offioial •ta.Uatice of u. s. Department of Commeroe. 

latl.o 
<It 

~ 
w 

ftpCirU 

.bum 
320.1 
232.8 
216.0 
187.1 
192.8 
lSS.O )!l 123.1 
191.1 
404.8 
272.5 
246.8 
224.9 
220.8 
:07.6 
151.9 
192.4 
178.0 
210.6 
348.8 



Table 11.- United Stateaa Importe tor consumption from Chile, b7 groupe, 
selected subgroups, aud pr1ncipal. cOIIIIIIOditioo, 1937-l.:l 

In thouoanda ot dollaro) 

Group, subgroup., and commodity' 1937 1938 1939 1940 

Total importa 4.3__.636 28,592 30,951 56,9'10 
An.lmal.e and animal products 1 edible a 303 214 123 190 

Sheep, lamb, and goat casings 299 213 123 lKI 
Animals and lll1imal. products, inedible a 1,170 413 /JJ) 722 

Hides and aldna, raw (exoapt f'urll) a 461 262 219 /JJ) 
Sheep and lamb aldnB 386 250 198 413 

lUra, undressed a 664 129 lll l.64 
Lamb an~eep tur (except carocul aud Peroian 

527 66 86 139 lamb) 
Beeswax, crude l4 1 26 94 

Vegetable food products and beverageaa 2,1o6 605 486 888 
Vegetables and preparationaa 1,200 439 293 542 

LenUla 353 295 191 4ll 
Garlic 128 90 86 llD 
Beane, dried 692 26 Jl Jl 

Fruita aud proparoti<moa 2o6 160 147 177 
llelooa, other than fttermelona 120 84 89 85 

Bran, aborts, and other wheat bfproduct teeds ot 
direct iaportatiCD 684 - 23 79 

Popr1lla, sr<>=d - - - Jl 
Vegetable products, inedible, except f'ibera and woodl 95 35 37 ll8 

Drug&, herba, leaves, roots, etc.a 31 17 34 108 
Soap barll: or qulllaja 21 13 31 103 

Textile fibero and IIIIDU!....-..oa 345 144 221 995 
lloola 321 140 195 793 

CciDbicg wool 220 2 92 587 
Cl.othicg wool 86 135 103 2o6 

1941 1942 v 

110,776 143,909 
155 241 
l4l 2l2 

1,364 989 
326 • 
285 456 
789 151 

6o6 56 
219 247 

1,300 1,129 
871 603 
346 303 
233 109 
167 71 
185 176 
83 68 

4l 2 
4l 133 

123 192 
109 60 
104 56 

1,816 • 
1,010 • 

674 • 
307 • 



Flax and hemp, unmanufactured& 
Heap, not backl.ed -------

Wood and paper -
Nonmetalllc !llineral.s ----
Metals and ~actures, except machineey and 

vehicles& 
Nonferrous metals, except precious& 

Copper, UDJD8.Qui'actured& 
Free for refining, smelting and export 
Taxable -

Lead ores, flue dust, and mattes 
Manganese ore 
Iron ore -

Yachiner,y and vehicles 
Qle.icals and related p:rodu.etea 

FertUi.zers: 
Sodiwt nitrate (nitrate o£ soda) 
Potassium-sodium nitrate mixtures, orude 

Iodine, crude 
lliscel.la.a.eous 

Y Pre1iminiU'7. 
6/ Includes goat- au.d kid-skin rurs before 1939 .• 
J/ Less t.ban 500. 

18 
18 
J1 

5 

24,640 
22,022 

19,479 
2,250 

4 
5 

2,6o9 
J1 

1.4,912 
12,979 
ll,569 
1,309 
1,781 

6o 

3 26 186 785 
3 ll 35 534 - J1 ]. 2 
]. ]. ]. 23 

1.4,782 16,902 38,555 92,795 
ll,928 1.4,057 35,353 89,363 

10,998 13,172 24,1.61 It/ 5,390 
749 599 10,571 83,746 
49 75 299 162 
- J1 170 366 

2,853 2,824 3,029 3,065 
- ]. - 1 

12,330 12,661 15,358 13,056 
J.J.,661 12,435 13,817 ll,599 
10,689 ll,200 12,451 10,868 

972 1,235 1,366 726 
464 J.68 1,296 1,122 
68 79 l.42 l.4l 

!J Includes imports amounting to $b0,483,000, free under provisions of Title 34, United States code, sec. 508, and 
!xecutive Order 9177 (ecergency purchases of war materials abroad by certain United Stntes Government agencies). 

Sourcea Compiled~ the U. 5. Tnriff Commission from oificial statistics of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 

• • 
1 
3 

• • 
• • • • • 

J1 
18,809 
17,559 
17,l8l 

)78 
• 

J.86 

Bote.- For reasonB of nntional uecurity, certain data tor 1942 have been omitted; these are indicated by an a3ter1sk (*)• 



fable 12.- UDit-d stat.oo - tor - ... traa Chllo, in pero .. t 
ot tot.al. ftluo, liT pooupo, ool8otocl Oubll'OUP8, md prillolpool -t.loo, 1937-42 

(Pe ....... t.) 

Group, subgroup, aDd 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 
·-odlt;y 

!'ot.al. Japort.o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
&Dla1o and anUo1 procluct.o, odlbloo •"!_ ·! :l ·~ . ~ ... 

Sheep, laab ODd goot. oaaloge ,., ,., ·' .1 .1 
&Dla1o and enl.mal procluot.o, lnodlbloo 2 • ., 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.2 ,., 

Sldoa and llkilla, raw (except. ture)l 1.1 .9 ,., .8 ·' • 
Sheep and laab oldno ·9 .9 ,6 ,., ·' .1 

P'Urll, UD.dreaeedr loS ·' .4 ·' ,., .1 
Laab "'}j obaep tar (except. oeracul and PerriaD 
laab) 1.2 .2 ·' .z ·' .2 

Beenax, orude1 J/ J/ .1 .2 .2 .z 
Veget.oblo food procluct.o end be-•• 4.8 2.1 1.6 1.6 1.2 ,8 

Vegetables and preperat.1oae1 2.8 1.5 .9 1.0 .a ·4 
tmt.llo .8 1,0 .6 .7 ·' .2 
Garlic ,, ·' j} .2 .2 .1 
Beane, dried 1.6 .1 J/ .2 J/ 

Frult.o end praporat.lcmao ., .6 ·5 ·' .2 .1 
llelaoe other thaD water Mlcaa ., ·' ·' .1 .1 J/ 

Bnm, abort.o, end otbor wbeat. ll:rPJodllCt. toodo ot 

~ J/ dlroct. Japort.ot.lcm 1.6 - .1 .1 
I'OLprika, gro>alcl - - - J/ .1 

Vaget.oble procluot.o, fnedlble except tlbera and woodo .z .1 .1 ,2 .1 .1 
Drugs, berba, leans, roota. etc.a .1 .l .1 .z .1 ~ -pl>alit or quillaja J/ J/ .1 .2 .1 

TextUe fibera and III!Dutaotareaa .8 .s .7 1.7 1.6 • 
Woolo .7 .5 .6 1.4 .9 • 

C<Dblng wool ·5 J/ ·' 1.0 .6 • 
Clothing wool .z .s ·' o4 ·' • 



nu: ODd bnp, -aractureda 

~ ~ ~ 
o3 .7 • 

11811)) > DOt hackled o1 ,, • 
Wood ODd paper - v. ~ ~ laaaetall.ia m.Derala ~ J/ ,}!., Metal.8 BD.d 118Dut&cturee exoept uoh1DN7 and fthiolel n.e 54.6 83.9 • 

ICDfftTCIIIII 110talo, ucept proolOIUII !l0o5 41.'1 45.1, 62.1 80.7 • 
-...-ar~a 

44.6 311.5 42.6 ,.._ for roflDlDg, -1t1D& ODd -rt. 42.9 
~ 

4o9 • 
!Uablo ,.2 2.6 1.9 18.6 .,.6 • 

LM4 oroo, nv c!Dat,- atteo ~ .2 .2 ,, .1 • 
Manpneee ore - J/ .3 .3 • 
Iron oro 6.0 10.0 9.1 5o3 2.8 • 

Maoh1ne17 and ••h1cl•• J/ ,_ J/ - }/ J/ 
Cbelliool.o ODd roloted productoa 34.2 43.2 40.9 27.0 11.8 13.1 

FertUlaeret 29.'1 40.8 40.2 24.3 10.5 12.2 
Sodl.UIIDltroto 26.5 3'1.1, )6.2 21.9 9·8 11.9 
Potooolllll-ood11a D1 troto ..atur.o, orude ).0 3·4 4.0 2.4 .7 .3 

Iodine, crude 4o1 1.6 ·' 2.3 1.0 • 
lliaoellaneoue~- • 1 .2 .3 .2 .1 o1 

J/ Prou.1Dary. 
y IDoldeo goat &Dd ld.d..o!c1D furo prlor to 1939. 
J1 Leoo thaD 0.05 poroeDt. 
7M' IDoludeo !.JIIporto &mOIIDtlDg to 54.& poroct of total laport.o fraa Chlle, froo UDdor p!'OTloiODI of 'l'itlo 34, 11.8. Code 

Boo. 508 ODd Exooutlvo Order 9171 (oaergeD07 purohaao of wor utorialo abroad by oort.&lD 11Dlted St&too Oovol'IIIIODt -oioo), 

Sourooa Coii))Uod by the 11. 8, Tariff Clllllll.oo1Clll tli'OII ottloi&l ot&tlotloo by the 11. 8, Deport.meDt ot Oomeroo. 

Hoto.- For re&eoDo of D&tiOD&l ooourltr, oort.&lD data tor 1942 b&ft boOD OllittodJ tb&oo aro 1Ddloatod by OD aotorlllk (*)• 



1971 

!otal 

Illport8 ot .,..od1t1es -
Percent ot t.otal nlue 

Copper, ---· 
21,729 35,0)1 

tazablea 2,250 10,571 • 
BetiDed in catb.odea, !Agote, bare 2,205 6,749 • 
UDrerlnod, bl.ocll: blister and con....ter 1D pl.ga or bu'a 44 3,796 14.611 • ... 

"' Ore SDd eaacmtratea J/ 26 1,003 • 
J'l'M Cor ael t.illg, NfilliDg, 19,479 10,998 13,172 24,460 5,390 • 

UDrerlnecl bl.ocll: blister and 1D pigs cr bu'a 18,719 10,475 12,536 23,872 5,333 • 
ore and coacentratea 484 210 362 574 56 • 

Socliua Dlt;rate (Dlt.rate ot: soda) 11,569 10,689 11,200 12,451 10,868 17,214 
IreD ore, 1Dclud1.Dg aua,gmiteraua 1.rcxl ores, D.e.a. 2,609 2,853 2,824 3,029 3,065 • 
c-biag wool, 1D the- 72 2 25 42) 460 • 
Iodilla, crude 1,781 464 168 1,296 1,122 • 
PotaaaiUIO-aodi,. Dlt.rate llb:turas, crude 1,309 972 1,2)5 1,366 726 246 
r.ab, tid, -p, and goat alr:1D tun, -•aecl 527 66 86 139 606 56 
LaDtilo 353 295 191 411 346 :m 
Slleep and lub alr:iDs, woolecl dry ODd- eelted 343 250 197 

~ 
275 1fn 

Dr'lecl beans 692 26 ~3 1f/1 71 
a>eep, lub, lllld pt .. _ caoiago 299 213 141 212 
BroD,ohorto ODd otller -t bJproduct feeclo--c>t d1.reot 

s.partBtiCII 684 23 79 41 2 



Unit ot 
quontiv QaantiV 

Copper, 'IIDMIIIltactvecl ••tal ccxata.t- ~.ooo ~b. 185,960 ~30,530 141,403 ~.1, 908,548 • 
!uabloa tal CCDtont- 1,000 lb. 17,043 8,656 5,694 99,374 836,165 • 

Bol!l.aed ill cathodoo, illgota, bar,__tal -~t.: 1,000 lb. 16,599 8,656 4,298 61,818 698,318 • 
Unrefined blecll: bUoter ADd cCDnr\er ill 

pigo or bare tel CODtont- 1,000 lb. 438 - 1,396 37,332 147,459 • 
Ore and CCileeDtratea 1,000 lb. 1 - - 224 10,021 • 

Free tar ,...1 tlng, retillillg, ADd 
export tel CCDtont.- 1,000 lb. 168,917 121,874 135,709 240,783 52,383 • 
Unrefined bleclt blister and CODYOrtor ill 

pigs or bare etal cODtea~ 1,000 lb. 160,930 116,461 129,072 234,606 51,803 • 
ore and cooeentratea etal coateni- 1,000 ~b. 4,931 2,246 3,995 5,914 566 • 

SodiUII nitrate (ni trete of oods) !!bart tCil 625,736 575,841 604,009 664,415 610,561 899,785 
Iroa ore :lnclu.ding ~~&Dgani.teraus iroD ore, a..e. a. - 1,000- 1,439 1,578 1,587 1,683 1,686 • 
C..blng wool, ill tho grease ------cl.NA content 1,000 lb. 126 6 60 ~,169 1,014 • 
Iodine, crude 1,000 lb. 1,963 571 200 1,244 1,010 • 
Potaealta-aod1ua Ditrate aixtu:ree, crude Bhart tCil 54,706 39,726 49,254 49,121 )4,541 10,984 
Lub, kid, llb.eep, and goat Bk1n turs~ andreaaecl 1,000 pea. 384 92 83 197 712 45 
LctUo 1,000 lb. 7,960 8,299 4,792 9,775 11,086 8,868 
ShMP ADd laab llldDo, ~ed d1'J' and green oolt.d- 1,000 poa. 375 281 513 726 1,617 666 
Dried- 1,000 lb. 19,910 874 8 7 3,6, 2,479 
ShMP, laab, and soat """"8B' caalngo 1,000 lb. 523 444 m 475 390 355 
Sron, oborte, and other llheat b7producto teed........C 
dizect illportotiCil Bhart tCil 27,598 - 3,182 8,004 4,185 112 

JJ.Pr• . 
Y lncludes large quantities, nluod at 160,40J,OOO, free under provisions ot Title 34, U, s. Code Sea. 51>8 and Executive 

Order 9171 (nergenoy purchases of war aaterial.s abroad b7 certain United States Government agencies}. 
J/ Loss tban 500, 

Sourcea CcmpUod by the U, S, Taritt CclllmisoioD trcm otticiaJ. stetistico of tbo u. S, Department of Commerce, 

lfote.- For reasons ot national security, certain data tor 1942 have been omittedJ these are.indicated by an asterisk(*). 



!'able :u.- United State•• Ratio or United Stateo iaporte rra. Cbllo to total. ftlu 
or 1aporte rra. LatlA .llleriOOD OOIIIltrioe, b;r _., 19.17-42 

IPvoeot 

Grollp,~.--1;7 19.17 19311 1939 1940 

Total 1aporte 6.6 6.4 6.2 9.6 

.&Diaolo IIDd 4111111111 prodllcte, edlbl.e 1.8 1.4 .'7 1.1 

.I.Diaalo IIDd 4111111111 prodllcte, inedible 3.4 2.9 1.'7 2.2 
V-teblo food prodllcte IIDd ~>ovencoo ., .2 .2 ·' Vogoteblo prodllcta, illed1bl.o, ..,..,.pt t1boro IIDd woocl .1 .1 .1 .2 
'l'oxtllo fibers 8Dd IWIIIfaotane • 9 .a ·9 1.'7 
Wood 011d peper ~ - ~ .1 
W..,..tallic lliDorele y y 
Jlotole aDd -ractm'eo, -pt ••oblDol'7 IIDd 
ftbicleo 43.2 )9.0 34.1 48.0 

Maobillol'7 8Dd nbiclao .1 - 1.9 -
Cbaaicalo 8Dd related prodllcte a3.l 84., a,., 85.6 
MiecollaDOOilO 1.3 1.4 1., 2.0 

1:1 Prel1JI1Darr. 
]/ Leoo thaD o.os percoat. 

1941 

11.3 

·' 1.9 
.3 
.2 

1.4 .1 
y 

49.8 
.9 '10., 

l.a 

Soaroes ec.puod b;r tile u. s. 'l'8r1ff Colllliel1cll rra. off1c1el otetlotlce of tile u. s. ~\ ot -roo. 

1942y 

14.'7 

.6 1., 
·' .2 
• 
~ 
• 
.1 

8).0 
2.6 

low.- ror reaaoaa or utioaal 88GIIl'ii;T, oorte1Jl data t~ 1942 ba.,.- o.l.tteciJ thap .... illdioatecl b)'"" u- (•). 

" 
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Dutiable status of imports from Chile.-Bearly all important imports 
from Chile mtor the United StateR free of duty. Although COPl'Sr in 
any form is subject to a duty (called a revalue tax) of 4 cents per pound 
( copoor content) if imported for consumption, the great bulk cf the imports 
ot CO~tlar from Ch1le bei"ore the war consisted of ores, c:m.centrates, and 
unrefined motals which were entered in bond for smelting, refining, and 
export, with the result that no duty wa.s collected. On the C"ther hand, 
the rel'J.tivoly smell imports of refined copper in the !)re-wnr period were 
PUbjoct to the cfuty, but most of the materio.l was roexportod in advaDced 
forma with biOlefit of drewbock. Since the United States entered the lllll', 

such coppor which would otherwise have been dutiable has been imrorted from 
Chile on Government account and have entered free of duty. Y Sodilllll 
nitrate also enters free of duty. The rate of duty on lentils is .~ cent. 
per pound, the ad wloraa equivalent llf which was lJ percont in 1939. Uost 
of the 110ol imported from Chile in 1942 11!ls ~f the finer grades and .,s 
subject to a boaic duty of 34 cents a pound under the Trriff Act of 1930. 

Exports frnm the United States to Chile. 

Exports ,r merchandise f'r('lm the Un1ted States to Chile in 1939 were 
valued a.t 2!1 million dollars, or nMrly l percent of total United States 
exports and 5 percent of United States expcorts to the 20 Latin American 
co\Dltriea. In the 2 years preceding 1939, shipments to Chile bad been 
neo.rly as large, averaging a little more than 24 millirm dollars annuilly. 
Because of incrensed industrial and mining activity in Chile af'ter the begin
ning of tho ar, laT"gely to meet the requirements of the United States fer 
copl"l~tr, exports to Chile increased markedly; in 1941 they reached 57 mil
lion dollars, more than double the annual Rverage for 1937-39. In 1942, 
after the entry of the United States into the war, exports to Chile declined 
by nearly one-third (to 1.0 million dollars), although still consi<lerabl1 
higher t!uln tb> average during 1937-39. This <lecline wss attributable 
principnlly to the export restrictions estnblished by t.he United States, 
toflether with the shortage of ahi'lping resulting from tho mr. United 
St.Ates exports to Chile, 1924-42, are sbo~ in table 10. 

Composition, Exports from the Unit.ed Stntos to Cbile consist prin
cipo.l.lJ of manufactured products. In t.h3 pre-~1ur period the most impor
tant groups of GX')Crts were machinery and vehicles, metals and -.nufacturos 
(chiei'ly steel.....mill mo.nufactures ond steel sel!limLUiufuctures), and ncm
metallla minerals (chiefly petroloua products), In botb 1938 and 1939 
these three groups o.ccounted for nearly t.'lroe-fourths of all exports to 
Cb.ile. In 1942, ho'llevor, exportu of chemicals ond textiles increased 
in importance, and the three principal groups nNDed abova accounted for 
only three-fifths of the total in thet year. United States OXPOrts to 
Chile, by groups and selected suberoups, 1937-42 aro sho1111 in tnblos 15 
nnd 11>. Exports by principal commoditiss, in value and quantity, 1937-42, 
is shown in tnble 17, Tbe ratios of United States exports to Cbile to 
total exports to Latin American countries, by groups, 01'9 show in Ut.blo 1.3. 

Since the beginnins of the war tbe:..'e ba·re been notable chD.ngel in the 
composition of Unitoad States expo1·tn to Chilo. Exports of machinery aa.d 
vohiclos, whicb avertt.god 9 million dolL-u-s a year and constituted ~:~ore 
than a third of total exports to Chile in 19.38 nnd 1939, incrolaaod ao.rkocll7 
in 1940 and in 1941; in tho lottor year they woro v!llued Qt nearl7 20 
million dollars (35 poraont ol' tho totol), In 1942, ho·:owr, oxporte in 
this group doclinod to 12 million (Jl porcont), 

jJ Such purchases were ronde in conformity with certain emergency powers 
granted to tho Socretary of the NR.vyl by F.xocutivo Order No. 9177, of lla)" 
30, 1942, similnr floJWers wero grMted tc ,:~thor n.gancics tr mt.ke emergency 
purchases ond to import them free of duty into the United States. 



l Value iD t.b.ouaa~~da ol dollua ...._ ...... _ 1937 19:18 1939 1940 1941 1942 y 

to\ol .......... 23742 """"' 26 6:18 0.046 56. '781 
"' 661 

bU&la aDd ut.a1 produet.ll, edible 2S 25 II) 10'1 109 '78 
blMJ.a and &n1..al produc:ta1 1D.c11blet 59 U6 150 234 356 )59 

Leatber 11&11ul'&eturea 27 28 )6 60 122 • 
Vegetable food producte al:ld benragea 162 ~ 68 86 188 l8l 
Vegetable producta, 1Dedihle, ucep\ tlbera aDd wood1 1,049 805 1,257 1''" 2,988 1,095 

Jmbber and amutacturea1 772 6lJ 947 1,181 1,921 425 
lutc.obile t.1re c:aldJI.ga )21 26) 478 437 917 12 

Jan.l at.orea, .,aa, &Dd naiD.a 240 162 210 229 446 30'1 
Tullia n~ and. aanuh.ctu:Hat 2,06.) 2,494 2,679 4,124 6,7SS 5,2.42 

Cott<a aanutactureas 556 64) ""' 906 2,606 2,862 
ClotA, duct, aDd tire tabrlc 4'78 580 394 539 1,5)9 1,597 - 2 10 15 199 617 544 

Cot\CD •ee'••nn'actur.a• 571 .., 9U 1,031 1,)71 1,02) 
Cot.t.aa )'U'D81 539 810 885 996 1,)16 1,001 

Ccabed prna )18 3)) 564 794 1,090 665 
Ba• cott.aa, except 1.1At.rll 640 72.4 647 608 602 -
Jute b&ga 29 7 186 87) 688 • 
Ra,.m e.nd other QDU:.etlc tuUle aDd -.wtact.uraa 5 ) 5 92 50) 517 

and papera 619 475 365 1,247 1,)68 1,55.4 
lood pol.p 4 "' 4 619 572 625 
Papt~r &Dd IIIIJU.d'act.urwa 116 116 15) )58 547 78) 

I caaet.Ulic alaeralaa 4,698 4,sn 4,11'12 '·"' 6,477 3,505 
htrolwa aod product.• 4,0'12 4,106 4,2:n ),449 4,062 • R .. ldua.l. tuel oll 2,214 2,232 1,969 l,S49 1,767 • Lubrleat.iJ:Ic' oib 660 654 1,0)2 91) l,2CJ1 • Paraffin ... - 76 88 164 1)0 409 • Gl&ae aDd unul'acture. 48 46 58 195 07 480 
Clar ..,. c1q producta )2.4 205 m 489 618 557 
tala llDd -.anf'a~, acept .achlDeJ7 aDd ftblcl••• .4,7JO 4,474 5,17) 10,355 11,20) 7,890 
St.H.l aUl produetaa 1,81) 1,977 1,424 31 2SO ),78) 2,771 

lire ad aanuf'aeturetls 646 5U 6:18 1,:180 1,471 737 
troD and at.Hl wire, •cce.ted 298 216 )01 705 507 195 

tubul.ar prod:act.a aiWi t1 \\1a8as 04 30'1 271 779 1,135 525 
Wald.tld black p1pe 20) 110 9l 101 497 250 

CaaUnca aDd forgixlp 21) 137 U6 00 394 )0] 
1rall aad aw.l ._Jaaaatact:azo.as 1,720 1,)90 2,523 4,479 3,411 2,820 

T1D. p1a te and tau•' • t1.D. 614 ))5 849 939 1,096 1,277 
Iral aiWi at.eal. t.n cd rodas ]58 "" 450 1,)27 917 476 

.. 



Bt.eel ban, 1 aol'"''nc Ocaant. n!Ar~t ban, aot OCDt&1.DJ..Dc 
)16 2'74 654 .u,.. ""' 1,044 32'7 

Steel Jheet.e, blact, DOt. plftD!.M4 17) m 723 1,000 540 384 
St.rip, boop, baud, ad IIGI'Oll lrcD ca- at.e1 18 7 )II 2911 250 122 

IreD -.Ad llt.Ml a,!Y'IlD.ced. .aaataatanea 53) ~ 694 1,351 2,430 1,702 
'1'oollo 1'10 192 256 IIY1 "" .1011 .......... " 35 5J 177 446 233 .. Copper ad -.zmtac1;u.ree1 455 366 248 563 611 • _ .... 

1,110 330 215 493 551 • 
cb1D•1'7 ad ftlblcl••• 11,289 8,909 9,)50 14,755 19,i:ln 12,723 
IAdwlt.rlal •c:b1Aa71 2,406 2,8)9 2,446 5,005 5,013 ),62) 

ecn.tru.ct1CD. ed CCil'"7Uc ~ 422 516 575 560 665 728 
""""c ............................ 730 601 598 766 594 816 
'tU"ti..JA •c:b1Aar7 112 82 50 351 479 )02 
Sewi.Dg -cb1D.•• &Dd pvt.e 29 90 221 321 405 185 

lJ.ect.rical .. cb.1Ael"J aDd appantu1 2,411 1,850 1,661. 2,894 4,91.2 J,lSB 
Badlo appantu ~ 643 "" 775 1,319 879 

lut.c:.obUea, pu-ta, 1&114 accesaorl.eaa 2,483 2,866 J,814 3,904 4,822 ),231 
Paneager CU'II llDd cbaaaU, a- 641 816 785 9)11 1,889 826 
llotor tracta, blasea, aDd cbaatiU, Dn 481 888 ~·~ ~,1Jl 

.?7·= .?7,739 Parte tor replACMe:Qt 399 419 919 493 
AgriCI.ll.tural ucb.1Jl017 u4 t.pleMQiea 66l 645 728 1,655 2,094 495 

Tractore aDd parte 264 J30 442 899 1,0)5 295 
lircrat\ eaginaa, para.abatea, &lid pu'tlla J5 64 26 119 1,2'78 • Lmdpluea, ponnd - 2 5 8 1,152 • Mtic. applJ..aocea 2'78 322 Y74 562 826 294 

(baaS.cala IIAd related proclaoter 1,084 1,23'7 1,679 :J,l~ 4,908 4,91) 
IDduat.rlal cbellicalat 324 383 5Y7 997 1,598 1,765 

SJatheUc col.aC'tJ.DC ......-u tal' ccac.otraUCD ot one, ..w.., 
or o1Aenla 151 150 204 237 433 m 

llediel.Dal ad pbaracreuUcal prepuaUau 74 78 213 482 921 988 Cool.---- 65 137 132 J80 WJ 678 
Pal.Dta, pigaente, aDd~· 165 142 200 J&l 595 487 Cbeaieal apocialtlaa 114 1.20 228 344 558 43J Brploalfta aDd tuaea, ato .. 299 294 201 434 326 • 111acellaAeoua 961 836 982 1,830 2,7/::FJ J,l21 
IIUcelJ..-pou oftj.ce nppl.laJ 91 92 1.20 2'77 450 524 
Pbo~c Ul1 FOJeotlOD a:ooda 424 J89 451 57J 657 52'7 

Y. Prel1aboor7· Y lxclwiea av.ta.obU.. l:aU aDd roller beariD.a• claaeltted with 1Dduatrlal. ~ and. roller bearlaa•• 

Sollr~• ea.pUed br ~ o. e.. 'fvltt eo-l•eloa. floc~~ ortloJ.al atat.lat1ca ot tbe u. s. DIIPQ'iaent ot Commerce. 

lotea .,,. rea.acu ot Datiaaal Mcazd.t..J• Cft"ta1A data for 1942 ba" bMa. c:.J.tWJ tbeN an lndlcat.d b;r q aetert.U: (*)• 



bbl.• 16.- UDJ.t.ed S\at.-11 Expot-t. at &.eetta Hrc:tbuldiae to ~. lD ptra•nt ot nlu, 
b)' pau.p11 and eeleot.ed enbpcNpe, 19)'7-1.2 

Qroup ODd IJUbpoup 19)7 1938 1939 1940 

Total-- lDO.O lDO.O lDO.O lDO.o 
ADia&lo uu:l an1al. prac!uat.., •dlbl• .1 .1 .2 .2 
Aniaala aDd &l11aal proda.ote, lDedibl•• .2 .5 .6 ., 

Leather 1111Un&Caaturea .1 .1 .1 .1 
Vegetable food product. aDd bennpe .7 2.1 .2 .2 
Vegetable J)rOduct., 1Dod1bi.., except t'1.ben aDd woacl' 4.4 3.3 4-7 4·0 

Rubber aDd aanut'acturee• ,., 2.5 ).6 2.7 
Au~ile tire culD&I 1-4 1.1 1.a 1.0 

Raval. etoree, gwu, aDd reeW 1.0 .7 .a ., 
Terl1le ribera etld ..m&taotarut 8.7 10.2 10.1 9.6 

Cottoa. IIIUD1t'acturee1 2.) 2.6 1.8 2.1 
Clotb., duck ud \ire tabrlo 2.0 2.4 1.5 1.3 ........ 11 11 .1 ., 

Cottoa. eniaeJNtacturee, a.4 ).5 '"' ao4 
Cottc:D JU'ft8t a.) ).3 3.3 2.3 

eo-bed Jal'lle, lDch:ad:lai: .eraerlled 1.) 1.4 2.1 1.8 
Raw aot.tc:D u:cept llD.ten a.7 ).0 a.4 1-4 
JUt. bage .1 ~ .7 2.0 
RqOD end other II)"Dtbet.io terlUet ad --.taotur .. 11 11 .2 

Wood aDd papel'l a.6 1.9 1.4 a.9 -· 11 .1 ~ 1.4 
Paper and aauu.tecture1 .5 ·' .a 

laaaetal..Uo aiural.&l1 - 19.8 18.7 18.) 12.6 
htnlea IIDd proctuot.1 17.2 16.a 15.9 e.o 

boeldDal tu1 oil 9.) 9.1 7.4 3.6 
LabrlcaUD& oU. a.e 2.7 3.9 2.1 
Pan.ttiA wu .3 o4 .6 .3 

Glue aad UDUtaotbl"d .a .2 .a .5 
C1q .... o1q ,.-eta .4 .a 1.0 1.1 

.. tal..l ODd umd'aotur .. ao.pt. -.ob:iau7 ad nla.t.olM1 19.9 18.3 19.4 24.1 
Steel .uJ. producte1 7.6 a.1 5.3 7.6 

Wire aDd ..aatut:are•• a.7 2.1 a.4 ).2 
JraD cd etMl 'lift1 11DOOI.'l.ed 1.3 .9 1.1 1.6 

Tablalal' prodGcY ad titUac•• 1.a 1.3 1.0 1.8 
11W!odbl&okp1po .9 .4 .3 .2 

Cu\1.Dce ad torgiqe .9 .6 ·' 1.0 
Iraa I!ID4 steel ·~a.oture •• 7.2 ,.7 9.5 10.4 

Till. plate ad 'tafser'• UA a.6 1.4 3.2 a.a 

1941 1942 Jl 

100.0 lDO.O 
.2 .2 
.6 .9 
.2 • 
.3 .4 

5.3 2.7 
).4 1.0 
1.6 11 
.a .e 

U.9 12.9 
4.6 7.0 
2.7 ).9 
1.1 1.) 
2.4 a., 
2.) a., 
1•9 1.6 
1.1 -1.a • 

.9 1.) 
a.4 ).8 
1.0 1.5 
1.0 1.9 

U.) 8.6 
7.a • 
3.1 • 
2.3 • 

.7 • 

.a 1.2 
1.1 1.4 

19.7 19.4 
6.7 6.a 
2.6 1.8 
.9 ., 

2.0 1.3 
.9 .6 
.7 ·7 

6.0 6.9 
1.9 ).1 



IftiD ad at.el 'ban l:lld 1"'daa 1., 1.) 1.? ).1 1.6 1.2 
8tMl ban 1Dol.Dd1.DI OCIIlelnt. DO\ OOD\&.1D1Dc al.lGJ" 1.) 1.1 1., 2.4 1.2 .a 

St.Ml ..... \a blaot., DOt salftld..Md .? 1.1 2.? 2.) 1.0 .9 
S'trlp, boop, baM, aD4 aaroll boD or at.Hl .1 ]/ .1 .? ·' ·' l1"'D 8Dd at.el adnnced -.zmfao'tureat 2.2 2.2 2.6 ).1 '·' 4.2 
YooU .? •• 1.0 .9 1.0 1.0 
a..-... .2 .1 .2 "' .a .6 

Copper ad -=taotana& 1.9 1., .9 1.J 1.1 • 
eo.-nr. 1.? 1.J .a 1.1 1.0 • 

llaobJ.Jlery aDd nhicl.eat J4.9 J6.4 )5.1 34.-3 J4.1 J1.) 
I:Dduetrtal aacb1Del'7t 10.1 11.6 9.2 11.6 e.a a.9 

Collatna.c'UOD ud. COIIftJiD.a: aaobiDerJ 1.8 2.1 2.2 1.) 1.2 1.1 _ .... .......,.........,._..,. ).1 2., 2.2 1.a 1.0 2.0 
Terl1le .. .,..., ·' .3 .2 .a .a .? 
Se1r1JI& M.OhiD.OI and parte .1 "' .a .? .? ·' Electrical u.cbinery 11114 apparatu.aa 10.2 ?.6 6.2 6.? 8.? ?.a 
Radio ap~tue 2.3 2.6 2.0 1.a 2.3 2.2 

Alltc.obU .. , puts, Gld aoe .. aorieal 10., 11.? 14.3 9.1 8., ?.9 
Pa.aaeager care and obaeeb, Dn 2.? 3·3 2.9 2.2 3.3 2.0 
Jlot.or buolte, b\uaee, and obuaie, 11ft 2.0 3.6 4.6 2.6 J/2.9 J/4·3 
Parte for replaonent - 1.? 1.? 2., 2.1 1.6 1.2 

Agric:al:tunl. ucbiDery and. i.llpl...atat ' 2.a 2.6 2.7 3.a J.7 1.2 
Tractore and. part.a 1.1 1.3 1.7 2.1 1.8 .? 

Aircraf't, eaginea, paraolmtea, --· .1 ·' .1 .3 2.3 • 
Landplan.ee, ponnd - 11 ]/ ]/ 2.0 • 

Otriee appliance• 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.) 1., .? 
CbeUcale aDd related proda.otea 4.6 ,.1 6.J '·' 8.6 12.1 

Indue'trial cheaicales 1.4 1.6 2.0 2.3 2.8 4.3 

.. f; 

flTD.thetlc! colbot1zll reqeaW tor ooaoeatra'Uoo of orea, ••tal.e 
or ainerale .6 .6 .8 .6 .8 .9 

Uedic1Dal and pbarmacmtioal preparatlODe .3 ·' .8 1.1 1.6 2.4 
Cbaical apee1al the ., .s ·9 .a 1.0 1.1 
Coal-tar ~roducta ·' .6 .s ·9 1.> 1.7 
Pai.Dte, pipeate, aDd. nnda!Ma .? .6 .a .9 1.0 1.2 
Ezpl..oai•ee and t\laee, eto. 1.J 1.2 .8 1.0 .6 • 

llhcell.aneown 4.0 3.4 ).7 '·' 4.9 7.7 
Pbotogl"flphic and proJeotiOD goode 1.8 1.6 1.7 1.) 1.> 1.) 
lliacellaaeoua office supPliee ·' ·4 .s .6 .a 1.) 

l/ Prelb!.tul.l7. Y Leu than o.o, percent. 
Jl !x.clw:lu export. ot auto.obile ball and roll.v bearila&• cla .. 1tied ae I.Ddwltrial ball and roller belli'1Dga. 

Sourcet ec.piled bJ the u. s. Taritt eo.m .. ioa trca oftlcial. et.atiatice or tM 0'. s. Deput~Dea.t ot eo-era.. 
lote.- For reuou ot natioDal. aecnu1.'t7, oert&ib data for 1942 baw been O.S.ttedJ tbeee an 1nd1cated bJ' a aeterlek (*) • 



Table 17.- tlnited Stateu Exports oi' domestic merchandise to CbUe, b:y principal commodities, 19)7-.42 

Colllmod1 tT 1971 19.38 1939 1940 1941 1942ll 

Value (1 000 dollerel 

'rotal 2),742 24,_488 2~6)8 43,046 56 781 40 661 

Exports oi' COIIIIDOCiities ahcnm 23,742 24,488 26,6,38 43,046 56,781 40,661 
Perce11t ot total nl.us 60.7 56.8 61.5 51·3 47.1 )6.3 

a.., dietulste toel. oil """' ...... iduol f'llel oil 2,843 2,566 2,)48 2,a,l. 2,059 .. 
Passenger oars and ohasais, r&aw 641 816 785 9.38 1,889 826 
Motor t.rucks,busses, and cbassia, new 481 888 1,218 1,1)1 1,666 1,7)9 
Wl>ricatillg oil, .....d, palo, and o;yllDder oU 623 620 991 893 1,213 .. 

-UI14 planes, powered - 2 s 8 1,152 .. 
-ete· temepls~and tsgger'• till 6l4 335 849 939 1,096 1,277 

.Cot combed :ram 318 333 564 794 1,090 665 
Aut.o.obile tire casings 321 263 478 471 917 12 
AutomobUe parts f:or replsc,..eote sxcopt onginoe :U m 419 660 919 889 493 
Bags or ju to 29 7 186 873 688 .. 
Steel bars, not cont.a:lning a.ll.oy 316 274 405 1,044 654 327 
Cotton sewing thread 2 10 15 199 617 544 
Storage batterie11 2)0 75 98 204 604 123 
Raw cotton, upland, under 1-1/8 inches 625 710 647 608 602 -Radio receiving sets 248 385 )50 465 596 S7ll 
ll1o1og and qusrr;ying mschille17 7)0 601 598 766 594 816 
Steel ahoote, black, ungalvani•ed 17) 271 723 1,000 540 384 
Oanaburp 370 503 322 358 538 295 
'fraclt ~g .,..,ctore 89 26) 291 539 513 135 
lroo. or steel Wire, 1mcoated 298 216 )01 705 507 195 
Welded blaclt pipe, eteol and ft011811t :Lrcm 20) llO 93 101 497 25 
llarveetillg mschillo17 95 7l 93 262 471 46 
SJnthetic collecting reagents tor oonaervation ot ores, aet&l..e, or 
a!nera.le 151 150 204 271 43) 713 

'l')'"pewrit.ers, new, used, and rebuilt 1~ 177 216 282 419 88 



rlug Bet COIIIpooente 

opper wire and cable 
ro 
re, dyesj,lta:lna• and color lakes 

ted cloth 
on, llY'lOD, eto. 

emical.s for prescription use 
proprietary preparat.icma 

shapes, not fabricated 
coal 

Radio recei 
Paraffin wax 
Insulated c 
Wheel tracto 
Coal. tar colo 
Cotton pr1n 
Yarn of ray 
Medicinal. ch 
Druggists 11011 

Structural 
Bituminous 
Steel 1Dgo 
Rubber bel 
Ralln.y car 
Cot too carded 
Ge.l V81ll.zed 
Mctioo pic 
Miscellaneous 
Iron and. 

ts, bl00118, bill.eta, slabs, abeet bare, aDd tin-plate bare -
to and bel t1Dg 

1 wheels, tires, and axles 
rams, not ccabed 

Wire 
ture fl.lms, exposed, positive 

electrical apparatus, n.e.a. 1J 
teel plate (except boUer pl.atee) not fabricated 
aotors s to t.I.0111U'J' 

Copper wire 
lutcaobilB 
Sofety fua 

(bare) 
parts for assembq except mginea, 

•• 
1ngo 

tires, and glaae 

Gum rosin 
Steel caat 
Boards, plonke 
Steaa turb 
J.cceaeorie 
Gasoline and 

1 and scantlings, Dougl.ao fir, rougll. 
1ne genera tore 
a and parte for generators 

other petroleum motor t"uel oila 

See tootao tea at eDd of table. 

-

198 
'16 

'Z12 
151 

7 -
vtJ 

14 
245 

1 
18 

145 
20 

222 
142 
302 
145 
348 
123 
l28 
548 
145 
1J5 
1J3 
236 
191 
128 
Y/3 

1.62 105 193 412 132 
88 164 130 /PI * 196 144 293 Y/2 * 34 72 279 348 87 
5 17 297 348 429 - 9 43 319 395 

"'~ "'~ v:: 315 220 
315 JJ.O 

12 60 260 313 183 
161 163 184 268 138 - 53 9C17 257 116 
119 150 413 249 354 
104 149 250 246 151 

42 49 312 235 195 
477 321 202 225 336 
84 95 219 214 72 

267 258 'ZTS 207 280 
72 121 199 203 118 

251 217 306 190 103 
99 46 144 /186 149 

134 71 199 179 * 587 876 614 172 'Z1 
135 93 83 143 * 59 79 54 125 69 

S6 22 26 94 48 
94 68 89 74 20 
71 !II 6 58 -29 lJ 60 16 68 

S03 496 138 7 * 



c-.llti)' 

Gu oU, oH.otillate f'uol. oU, and reaidual. f'uol. oU 
Paaaemger care and. ahasai.a, new 
Motor trucka, busses, and abasaia, new 
Lubrica t1og oU, red, pale, and cylllldor oU 
Land plau.ea. I)01rV'eCi 
&plate, tameplate, and teggor' a tlll 
Cotton combed )'&l"'l 
Ant-.bUe tire oaoiDga 
Anto.obUe parte £or repl.aotlll ... to except eoginoo V 
Saga o£ jute 
Stool. boro, DOt CODtoiD1J1« ol.l.cy 
Cottoo oniDg tbraad 
storage ba tter1ea 
Raw cotton, upland, under 1-l/8 inches 
Radio reeei ving sets 
ll1n1n 
s 

g aod quarryiDg ~~&chinory 
tee1 sheets, black, ungalvanized 

0 IIDOburgo 
ell: loy1Dg traotoro Tra 

IroD 
w 
JlarY 
Syn 

or steel. wire, UDCo&ted 
oldad block pipe, oteol. and wrougbt l.roD 

eating 11&cbine17 
tbetic collecting reagents tor ocaoeatrat1CJD. ot orea, 

aetal.e, or ainerals 
ters, new, used, and rebuilt 

o receirtog oat coo0pooeoto 
Typnr1 
Rad1 
Paraf 
Insula 
lib 

fill wax 
ted copper wire and oahla 

eel tractors 
Cool. 
Co 

tar, col.ora, ~~ stains, and col.or lakes 
tton priDt c1otb 

1,000 bbl.--
'1.,000 bbl -,ooo ll>-

tboua&l1d-

,ooo ll>-

·-bar-

,ooo ll>-
000 11'1• ~ 

hoi'-
1,000 ll>-

aumber-

1,000 ll>-

,ooo ll>-
,ooo aq. ;rd-

1971 1938 

2,8'78 2,S4(> 
906 1,079 
'101 1,226 
55 55 - 1 

12,517 6,529 
594 768 
27 23 - -

.342 72 
11,354 11,422 

4 2l. 
- -

7,915 11,882 
11,997 20,521 - -5,)52 8,966 
4,668 8,740 

36 123 
9,046 7,469 
5,400 2,961 - -

751 734 
3,393 3,545 - -
2,579 3,770 

971 851 
114 24 
1) 11 

19.39 19.411 1941 1942 }/ 

~t1w 

2,1.84 2,290 2,483 • 
1,036 1,242 2,420 512 
1,6ll 1,48'1 2,169 1,300 

86 76 1.04 • a a 47 • 18,3(16 18,663 20,124 23,930 
1,221 1,631 1,671 896 

71 71 65 1 - - - -1,530 7,953 5,318 • 
18,631 42,120 20,625 9,201 

17 l.S8 400 246 - - - -11,5.39 10,106 8,7'17 -24,588 32,802 36,363 33 - - - -24,620 32,819 15,835 ,,141 
6,093 5,330 6,073 2,649 

129 262 248 74 
10,968 22,110 1),1, 5,528 

2,382 2,538 11,086 6,246 - - - -
965 1,260 1,91) 1,488 

4,316 5,927 8,498 1,702 - - - -4,885 3,781 9,771 • 
612 1.244 1,255 • 
78 328 34) 105 
35 433 471 528 
79 318 1,748 1,671 



am of rayon, nylon, eto. I 
lled1 
Dru 
s 

cinal. cbeadeale for prescription use 
ggiata nonproprietluy preparationa 

tructural Bhapea, not fabricated 
B ituainous coal 
s teel. ingot.s, bloo.a, billets, lllak, llheet bare, 
tin-plato bars 

bar belts end belting 
•ay car wheels, tires, and axles 

tton carded yarn, not combed 
vanized. 1fire 

tion picture fU...a, ""P'Sed, pcai t~o 

1,000 lb-

long--
1,000 long --

end 
g ton 

,ooo 11:>-
1,000 11:>-

,ooo liD. tt;.-

Rub 
Rail 
Co 
Gal 
llo 
111 
lr 

scellaneous electrical appliaDcea 2 
on and oteol plato (except boiler plato) not fabriceted --11000 11:>-

ta.t1on&r1 motors -·,ooo 11:>-
s 

ppor wire (bare) 
tcmobilo porta !or aaaemb]T 1 

Co 
Au 
Sat 
Gum 
s 
Boa 
8 

except engiD.ea, tires, end glaaa 
et7 tuae11 
rooin 

teel castings 
rds, planka, end acontlinga, Douglas fir, ro\1811 

tea. turbine generators 
cceesoriee and parte for generators A 

G& aoline and otber petrol.eua motor twU.e 

!/Pro~. 

11000 lino ttl-
1,000 bbl.-

1,000 11:>-
dJHon n-

umber-

1,000 blll.-

V Data a:re not atriotJ¥ OCIDparable tor the aeries. 
J1 lot claaaitied. u •aottoa pr1Dt oloth• before 1939. 
J.l Jnclud .. reagent ob-cala, not aoparatoq Dlaaoitied before 1941. 
2J Loso tbon soo. 

6 3 1 48 - - - -- - - -
4,358 3,254 3,441 3,305 

jJ - 4 178 

29'1 2,160 2,976 8,218 
3'rl 265 4Cf1 635 
263 900 1,133 6,oo5 
742 1,973 1,339 705 

4,116 2,714 3;287 6,138 
4,696 4,846 5,144 5,791 

- - - -
13,897 lD,5'71 lD,920 U,886 

259 257 225 1,rrn 
766 1,067 545 1,490 
- - - -12,035 21,128 7,923 9,757 
7 6 7 4 

1,237 406 174 349 
lD 5 3 5 
1 4 1 6 
- - - -174 215 243 56 

Sourcoo Cooapilod by tbo U. s. Tartt! -uioa trc. official ototiotiao of tbo u. s. ~t of o-erao. 

326 --
4,'713 

S2 

3,4114 
649 

4,758 
S68 

5,243 
6,215 

-
5,357 
1,6lD 
1,096 

-
U 1400 

lD 
m 

3 
lD -1 

loto.- For roaaono of aatiODal ooaurttT, oortoiD dote for 1942 have beoD ~ttedJ tbeao are iDdiaated by on utoriok (•). 

229 --
1,892 

20 

4,583 
348 

3,-ns 
664 

1,'712 
5,572 -
3,892 
1,550 

* -
* 4 

288 
gj --
* 



!O.ble 18.- UDitecl stateoo Ratio <d United statea OIZpC>I't8 to Cbile to total nl.1M ot IIXJ'C'I't8 to 
LatiA Jaericm aOUiltriea, l>T _.,, 193'7-42 

Group 1937 1938 1939 1940 1'Ml 

'l'otal uporta L 2 •. o J....7 6.0 ~.9 

.Anaalo 11Dd on1mal prodaats, edible .2 .2 .4 .5 ·4 
.Anaals IUid IIDiJuJ. prodaats, !.ne<H.b1e .8 2.3 2.0 2.8 2.7 
Vegetable food prodaate IUid benragea .5 1.5 .2 .2 

7:l Vegetab1e prodl:tote • inedible • except fibers aDd wood 5.2 4.9 6.1 7.0 
!orlile tiber& IUid .......taatm-ea 5.2 7.4 5.9 8.1 7.8 
Wood IUid paper 2.3 2.3 1.5 3.4 2.9 
WODMtalllc ai.Derale 9-4 9.9 9.2 8.9 8.2 
lletalo ODd ......tactm-ea, """"pt .. abl.no>7 ODd 
'ftbielee 5.5 6.9 5.7 6.5 6.3 

••abl.no>7 IUid -..bl.cloo 3.5 4.4 4.6 6.3 6.7 
Ch-cele- rsleted prodacte 3.5 4·3 4.3 5.7 5.6 
lliaoell Uleclllll 3·9 3·7 3.9 5.6 5.6 

y Prel.1A1Dar7. 

Sool'oeo ea.pUed 1>7 - v. a. IU11't c-'ad• ~ <dtiol.el. oteU.Uae <d - v. a. ~\ <d ea-o ...... 

1942 Jl 

••• 
.3 

2.8 

·' 4.5 
5.5 
3.1 
5.4 

8.0 
7.2 
5.7 
6.2 



Chile has purchasod & DlCh lArgor ahcro of m•tal. ;>roducta (principall,y 
unwrked iron and steel and iron und sttrol unuf~;~.ctuNs) from the 
United St.lltea during tho ..,... than provioualy. Dnitod· States ._rta to 
Chile of metals and aanufacturos worv valued at 5.2 mUlion dollars 1n 1939, 
in 1941 th•J' roached ll l!lillian dollars but in 1942 cLiclin·>d to 8 milliCilo 
Thia group conatit;utod ono-fitth of total United States ._rta to Chile 
during tho b Jo&ra 1937-42 ond rnnkod •ocond omong tho ._rt groupe. 

Third in importanco in 1939 ws tho group of n..,...t&llic minor&ls, 
princip&UJ pstroloum and ita products, o:q>orts ot ubich amountod to S 
milliOD doll&ra and conatituted l8 porc.mt of total Ollp'>rta to Chilo. A!'->r 
the boginning of tho \i'UI" oxporta in thi:::; group d..:creaaod 1n Dporttmce. 
lD 1942 thu value ::~• roduced to 3.5 million doll&ra. Tho ahcrs ot 
Chil•on illporte ot po>trolOUII products colal.ng from thu Dn1 ted St&toa 
doclined IIIAtori&llJ'. 

Tho valuo of Dnitod Stotoa oxporta to Chilo ot textlloa ond thuir 
lllllnufaoturoa, wich ~voro.god ?.. 5 mUllou doll~• in 1938 ond 1939, incro.'laod 
mo.rkodly in 1940 and roochod b.7 ..U.Uon in 1941. lD 1942 their value 
doolined to S millioo, but th"so products continued to ro.ok third ._ 
tho &xport groups. During 1937-38 the Dnit-:d Statos aupplisd obout Olle
oighth ot Chiloan t.xtil• i.lo;:>orts; its shoro during tho ::or had doubled 
bJ 1942. 

Tho moat signiticont ohongo in tho composition ot oxports troll tho 
United Sto.tus t.o Chile baa ta.ken pl1~co in th..., chomical-producta group. In 
1938 exporta ot suoh products, · .. 1lich r<q>L."d fitth in import<ulco 0111ong tho 
groups, were val.u..td c.t 1.2 m.lllion cloll.::.ra, or 5 percont ot totrll 
Oni Wei Sto.tca oxporta to ChiJ..;). 'l'ho:t vv.J.uo,) of th~Js ... '-"xports doubl.ad 1D 
1940, ronohed 4.9 million dollnrs in 194.1.; '-'lld in 194'!, contrcrJ' to tho 
prevnUing domumrd trond .1n t.b,j oth.:r o.M.iOrt. groups, incru.!l&od slijhtly. 

Balance ot trAAo and of pp.ymonts rot~ • ... )11 

th• United States ond Chilo. 

For 11111117 70ora tho vnlu" ot morcbnndi•• ialportod into tho United stotoa 
1"rom ChUe ha.a exceeded considernbly tho vnlue of acrchandise exported to 
Chile (see toble lO), and this oxcess has bean .,_t.ed IDI>t&ri&ll7 bJ 
imports ot gold 1111d silver. ID 1937 tho v-..luo ot mercb::ndiso t.ports f'roo.: 
Chile wna nenrly double tho.t of exports, thttreto. During the busiDesa 
recesaion 1n 1938 imports trom Chile declined lihUe exports thereto incre~st:d 
reducing the me>'Chsndiao ioport balonce in thnt yoor to 3. 7 million dollrro, 
tho lo,..at in 30 yoara. Attor Sept.•mber 1939 the United St..ltea had urgant 
need of copper and other war mn.terinls nhich Chile could supply'. In 1940· 
ond 1941, tba mercho.n.diae import bl'.l:uJ.ce tri.th Chile incrac.s.xl m..'U'kedl1; 1D 
1942 it reoched 99.4 million dollars, Nl ::mount onlJ slightly leas than tho 
record balonco ot 1918. When gold ~d silver ore included in tho c:omput:>
tion, o.a logictUl.y they should be, inasmuch o.a th.::ly .;:re products ot the 
Chilean mining industey, tho import trodo bolonce ot tho United St&t&S vith 
Chile in 1942 was 102 million dollars, tho lArgest on rooord; imports m>l'O 

moro than three ti.mea CUI lo.rge 111 oocpcn·ts, A )XU'tiol bolance of pG11181lt8 
bot11eon tho United Stotes and Chilo, 1937-1,2, is shouri in toble 19. 

S.toro l92b gold usually accounted for loss thBil l porcoat ot totol 
imports into tho Unitod Stotes rr... Chilo nnd '"'" leas impo!'tliDt thon 
silver. During the poriod 1932-39 Cbiloon gold production and shipaonts 
to tho Dnitod Stntea ateodilJ inorooasd, lorgol7 oa a reault ot tho dovnl,.. 
tion of tho Dnitod States dollor ond of tho rosulting incronsed profits ot 
gold-mining opor~tiona. In t.~o 70ora i"""dintol7 betoro tho tmr (1937-39), 
Chileoo production ot gold omountod to >bout 10 milli<lll dollore annu&ll7; 



Table 19.- Partial. balance of' patzaents between the United. States and CbUe, 1917-42 

(In m.illima of' doll~ara 

I\.elo 1971 19)8 1939 

CUrrent accountr 
J)ollars IUpplied to Qdle (United States paymeote)r 

40.6 Yerchaodise imports from Chile 46.7 28.3 
Imports of gold and silver 1'roiD. current productim ----- 9.7 ff.4 u.o 
Freight and llbippl.ng - 4.7 4·8 ,,) 
El:pe.Dditures ot United States t.ranlers 1o ClUe .7 .7 .9 
Other service !teas .5 .5 .6 

Total 62.) 42.7 58.4 
J)ollara used by OlUe (tJnited States reeeipts)l 

Merchandise export.e to Chile 24.0 24-6 26.9 
Freight and sbippl.ng 1.6 1.6 1.8 
Interest and dividends )5.8 JJ,J. )1.1 
Other service items - -5 .5 .7 

'l'otol bl.9 60.1 60.5 

Excess or dollars &rupplled (-) or uaed (+) em curreDt account --- --4 +17 ·" +2.1 

lllporte (-) or exporta (+) of mooetar)' gold - --7 -.7 21 
Capital account: Jl 

Nat long-ten •pi tal .o9'8!Nil t !t/. +.7 +1.) +1.4 
Jiet ehort-ten oapital~tDvementr 

Oni ted States clai.lu!l em Qlile ~ ~ ~. Q:Lilean claima m 1Jn1 ted States 

!/ !xcludee certain port expeodituree. 
Y Leee then t50 000. 
II Minue eign c-r indioatao outfloe of l'lmde !'roo United SteteeJ plue eigD (+) indlcateo lnfloe or 

funds into United Stake. 
J,/ Redemptloo ODd 111Dldni-l'lmd pa,.ente onl7. 
51 Hot an.Uable. 
!/ Include~~ gold ea..rma.rk1ngs. 

1940 

64.9 
12.2 
8.6 

.7 

.5 

86.9 

4).6 
5.2 

7/.2 
.8 

Bb,B 

-.1 

-.1 

+2.3 

-4.8 
+1.7 

Sourcet Zspeelally prepared tor this l"'81)0rl b7 the International. IOCJilOUu and Ste.t.istlca Unit, Bur•u ot 
Foreign &nd Dom.est1c ~erce, u. s. Depa.rt.-ea.t ot C~erce. 

1941 

111.7 
9.1 

!I 4.0 
1.o 

·5 

126.5 

57.5 
5.6 

50.5 
1.1. 

115.0 

-11-5 

-
+6.5 

!/ -4-1. 
-1.2 
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ahipamta to the IIDitod Bt:ltos, liliich nvor:>god nbout 9 milllon a yoar, 
ropreaentod nonrly " t1tth of total IJilit.'Cl States visible :IJ'Iports f'rom 
ChUa. In 1940, imports ot gold from Cillo tli;iro vnl.uod o.t no~~rly ll 
millim doila.ra; in 1941 and 1942, hot:.:Jv.:~r, both ChU·Jon gold production 
and exports ducliDcd, chiefly bccnus~ of difficultios in obtaining n~c~s~ 
chcmicala and replAceiiSilt porte for Clil11llg llltlChinory. 

Attar the begillllillg or tho onr, th<> nood of tho Unitod Stotos for 
&trn~si~ and essential mntorials and its r~strictians on ~xports necoesi
ta:tod b7 the uar, operutod to 1ncr!lc.:~c tho Chilc011 .:~xport tr~do ba.l.nnco. 
These reatr1cti011a roducod IJilitod Stotos exports to Chllo to 41.2 million 
dollnra ill 1942, oomporod c'ith '/1.5 million ill 1941. Sillco imports from 
CbUe had increased som~uha.t, Cbiloon-o'JJllld sbort.-term dollnr-oxch:mge 
'bnl&llCOS ill thU.ted Stnt..:JA bonks, wich tot.-.lod 2S m1lli011 dollars ot th<> 
cmd ot 1940, hnd illcru~~t~od to 49 million ~t tho ond of Juno 1943. 'lila 
gold reaorvoa or tho Cantrnl &nil: of Chllc, :lhich·hnd r.....UOod ot 30 
llilliaa dollnrs froa 1935 through 1941, l>Jgnn to illcrnnso ill 1942, ns a 
roault ot both tho acCJUIIUl.ntion of oormorkcc\ gold ill tho United Stntos ond 
t::le rotontioa of most of tho ccnm:try's gol<l production.. At tho end of 
June 1943 Chllaau gold reservos, within tb.J co\Dltry nnd elsevhore, varo 49 
ail..llon doll!ll"B, an incra~U~e of b) p..trc.mt f;rom tlw Q.Vorog\) laval in tho 
poriod 1935-.41. • 

1'3lcm considoro.tion is givon to th.:t long S<Jl'io;;~s of annuo.l United Statos 
import trnde bo.la.nces with Chilo, it m.:l)' bo interred llitl:10r tha.t triangular 
transactions with third countri.:s or tht!.t imporbnt invisibla oxports from 
the DniWd Stntos to Cbil., ho.v~ operated .;:r..ch yucr to offsot thol mnrk.Jd 
oxcoss of c01111110dit7 imports. Du-g tho 3 yonrs boforo tho wor (1937-39) 
pa)'IDOD.ts of 1nWrast and dividends c.nd othor Cl"l.Jdits to tJrP.tad st!ltos 
o~m.Jrs. of both portfolio nnd diNct inV.JIIJtm.ants in Chile.!/ a.v.Jragcd naarly 
35 million dol.la.rs a. ytlU; those po.ymonts mo~9 than offsat tho colll!llOd.ity 
import bnlo.nce uith Cb.illl during thorso y::>f.II's.£1 In 1940, o.ft.Jr thoJ b.:ginaing 
or the war, tho OXCOBB (3.5 million dolltU"S) of this lU!m OV.ll" the COII!Codity 
import bol.nnco (including gold nnd silv.Jr)c.l.so r:o.s substantial. Since 
1940 tbtJ import balnucll (oith>.~r including or oxcluding pracious m.JtR.ls) 
h.."'s been wcb grentur than the returns to Unitad St:>..tos o-r.n..trs of inv~st
monts ill Chilo. In 1942 tho import b.:1lonco uns 99 mlllion dollnrs (102 
million, when gold and silver aro includ..,d) or nbout t\dco tilu amount (50 
million dc}Uo.re) rocoJivod tbnt yo~ by United Sttl.ti.IS owars of invti'.stm.;:~nts 
in Chile.J/ 'nlia contributod to tho \lnlc.rgc.mont of the gold rasorvoJs of 
the Control Bnnk of Chlle. 
i/ Unitod Sto.tos portfolio invcstmunts in Chll.J nt thll llnd of 1940 rroro 

t.l&timnt\old by thoJ u. S. Dopo.rtm.::nt of Comm"rco e.t 184 million dollnrs. DiroJct 
inv.latmdllts in ChUe c.t tha ..md of 1940 ,:.Jrc ostim."lt..Jd at 414 million Coll.a·s, 
compnrod nith 484 million tlt tho ond of 1936. Most of th.:: ruduetion, Ulli'inC 
tho intorvoning 4 yoors, is aoeount..:d for by tho doplotion of mining 
proportios. 
~ It may appear that copper ship~d to til~ Unitud Stntos from Unit~d 

Stctcs o\·mcd min-.)8 in Chila doos not providoJ n soureo of dollar uxoh~!!'J to 
Chilo. This, ho,.evcr, is not the cc.so. Such cop~r customarily is eold 
by tho copper compcn.ios eithur in rrorld m:ll'k.;;ts outside tho Unit~..-d Stutes 
(b.Jforo tho ,·r.no), or to tho United Sto.tos Gov~mmont (Juring tho u:-.r), ~ll . 
tho pnymonts for tho most part. nre d~positcd in tho United Stn.t.Js or in "0:-Jl::s 
in foroign countrius. Tho;)SO bank bcl:mc.JI:J in dollnrs or in oth..:r curr..mcios 
nr3 then drnun upon to buy ChilllM curr~ncy to pay for ..rxp®dituras for u~..._sos, 
mnterinls, ond to.xos in oonn..:tction \71th proJuction of coppur in Chile. Tbuto, 
shipmunts of foreign.-o\ml:ld coppoJr from Chll...: ultimntuly give riso to - con
siderablo nmount. of foroign ..:txchango. This nmount is loss thnn thoJ vnluo 
of tho copp.Jr shipped from Chill! by UlJ.t. p.;~t or thv value tJhioh for.::tign 
companies do not Ctxpond nitbin tba co\Dltry or usu to finance imports into 
Chilo by tbu companies themselvos. ·y It is ostimatod tb!l.t annual roturns to Chllaan ot.'noJrs of inv,Jstmonts 
1n tbe United Sto.tos nver£lC':td ubout $4001000 QDDUa.l.ly :luring the Y~'u-s 
1937-.41. 
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OUier itemll ill tb.o boli!Dco ot -to betwo8D tho Onit..d St.<>teo :md 
CIIUe :retlocted 1olportant chi>Dce• of't.:>r tlw boginDing or the war. The 
wlumo ot trcigbt OOl"''l.ed bet...,... tho tw countrioB b7 both Cbiloon ond 
United St<>toa ohipa """ illcroaiiOd subotantiall:y as a result or tho trsns
t..r to Hnioo in tbe lorth Atlcntic ot a largo DWiber or VOBBOla, IIOBtl:y 
ot tbited 11Dgdam rogiat..r:y, 'llhicb betoro the llll" bad boOD ongogod in illt<ll'
AooriCIID -roe. '-to b7 tho Unitod Statoa to Chilo tor trcigbt end 
oh1pp1Dg oerncu inorooaod to 8.6 llli.llion dollars in 1940 COIPJI'll'.td ':lith on 
average ot loBB than S llli.llioa dollnra in tho period l971-)9.Y PaYJIIOiltB 
1>7 Cbilo to tho Un1to4 St<>toa tor aucb oorvicos roachod 5.2 million dollnra 
in 1940 or tlireo timos tho ODDUal avor:>go of such po.ym.;nto in tho pvriod 
1'937-40· 

Expenditures b7 United States travalera in Chilo and b7 Chilean 
trJ1Velars ill tho United Stoteo ore relativol:y minor toctaro in tho bal:mco 
ot pa:r->to. 

It is eotimoted that attar tho beginning ot the war, United Statoa 
short-tom cloima on Chilo, principally ndvoncea b7 United Statos Covorn
...,t agencies to mining oomponioo in Chilo tor financing tho production ot 
atrntegiq_ ond eseentinl. war uterinls, '\ncro.."\aod by mor.:t thr.n 4 llillion 
<lollaro oocb :year in 1940 =.l 1941. Tho acortizo.ttoo o£ Chiloon doll:u
bolldo, OIIDod in tho United Stat.a, llhicb b.!.! w"rugod about 1.3 million 
dallaro a :yonr during 1938 ond 1939, inC""""""d ln 1·oto .u'tor tho qutbr~clc 
of the war. 

Data are not a.vn1la.blo for ell of til"' itoLis dBoantinl to c. complet.:t 
balance ot intdrnt~tionul po.yments betwon the unitt;d St·~tus ~C Chlith No 
ostima:tea tlN included, for tho yuor3 1937-40, of tho fl<m of Dol\/ UnitOO. 
Stntes invoJstmant cnpitol to Chil~ or of tho ~ffecta of purch~~~s nnd o~~~ 
ot socuritiaa bot1N\!D. tbu tuo countri..:s; thvs..,, hondv'"'r• protx.,bly ;r..Jrll nut 
subotsntial. 

It ia auen from tb.J a.t>0v11 th~,t for J:lf'!1Y y ... orfl tho Unitt.d Stutos, in i~.:.a 
trode uit.b ChUe, bas h~ ll seril,;S of mo;,•ci'Wldi8..3 debit bo.lc.ncvs, bJt thuD.> :l.l"' 

greatly ruduccd Clr offset ~~~~.;;n tho noncoT'lii!CJ<'.ity or 1nvieibh. iti.ll!IS cro 
conaidored. In 1938, Won th11 merch"Ultliso import bnlnnc-:» .~.·c.~ch..3cl tho 
loveat l.wol in 30 y..,nrs, tho ba.lmco ·i;ith Chile, on t.U currunt ncuounts 
combinod, changed to o. credit bal~cll. In 1941, L'.nd probably still moro 
in 1942, incro<u~od Unitod St<.t.s imports from Chilo (]ll'l"ticulnrly coppvr) 
togotlwr vith thu continuing roatrictions on ohipmonts from tho Unit...d S~tus 
to Chile, buvo ccuaed Q lcrge dllbit ~-lanco on currunt ~ccounts, resulting 
1D ll mnrkod growth in tho a.ccumulo.tions of Chil.:~an-u,.n..,d dolbr balcncos 
in tho United Sta.t.:ta, and 1n oxp:msion of th.J gold rosurvo of thoJ C,:,ntr.'\l 
Bonk ot Chilo. 

if Pa)'IDODts in 1940 b7 th. Unitod Stntos ta Chilo in tho c~togory "!roiaht 
and shipping" woru pr u.Ll~~in'lntly diabursom-:.nts by Uni tud Str.taf' ahipolmuro 
in Chiloan ports (nbout savown-.ights of th.J tota.l) and a much ~mnller vo lumo 
ot po.ymenta by Unitod Sta.toa impo~rs to Chll"an shipounurs; pa.ymunta by 
ChUo to thu Unitud SUI'Wa, on th1.1 othtJr h~d, norct principally Uisburao
IIIODto by Cbiloan oxportoro to Unitod Stotoo ship op<m·toro (Qbout oix
aovontho ot tha total in 1940) and Q los•or amount by Chiloc.n ship opornto1·s 
ill United St<>too porto. 



Poat.-nr Proapecta aJid Problou ot Chlloon Trade 

Although for m'llly YdLLrl tho vnluo of oxports i'rom ChU ... usually has 
oxcoedod tha.t of i:aport.e, bocnuso of tho foreign Otm..Jrship of its Nning 
on t.orprisos a. portion of t:.bN value of minor:U oxports Me not boon a.v:Ul-
able to tho country in t.hc fona of :t'ot:"Oign oxchong.,. Morc,ov..:r, b..;cuuc;.., 
of its inkrn::tionlll position as a. dt.btor country and bactrusq of r .... currine 
oblittntions to sttrvico tb.> forllign dobt, tho Chil>Jo.n economy is JaiXn~nt 
on thu raaint.manco of G. substo.ntinl oJQort b.:.:l:J!lco of tr:lde. Tb.\)rot ha.-r~ 
huon purlods, ho~;uvor, lihcn this bnltlllco bns docllnetl to such lor. l~·v.;ls 
(or ho.s h.lcomo o. neg~tive, as in 1930) th."'.t thoJo GoveramO!lt h:l.s r~sot·t ... 'Ci 
to oxchcngo control o.nd plnc.xl quc.ntit..~t.iv..: l-c9trictions cpon im;>ortu in 
ordar to husband its oxchangll Wltl to bu..:J..:t ita h."'Lloncus for tho most urb.~"'lt 
purpo.S!ilS. 

Sinco 1941, principally bcccuso or thv 1nc"""'1ng w.l.uo or CbUoon 
OX!l'\)rts and th..,) gen\!ral ...,...rti.mo difficulty in obt::Uning imports, th!l Cbil..:an 
oxchc.ngo poaitiOt' bats improved; in fact, r. su1-plus of unus..ld bc.lonc.::s h.:-cS 
nccumula.t<td. During the post-~m.r poriocl, houovoJr, thvra mc.y 00 rvcurr.:..n~us 
of uxchD.nge cris!Js such a.s bav~ boon olxp..Jl'ionccd in thu pest. F::.cvd in tho 
imiDodia to post-wr pllriod -.. i th tho pro~bl..; declining iosport1:n.::o of its 
nitrnto industey, the unpNdictl.lblv 1\ltuT'o oi' its m..1.jor oxport--coppvr-
and thu possible continuance by for.Jicn countri"'f:l of .mrtin.t~ i..:lpgrt 
rostrictions haVing c.n impact upon th;:, ChU.:~l ..:x.>art tr!ldo, thu Gov.::rnmont 
may find~ j,t n-.lc..,sso.ry to continu'' sup..~rvision ovur foroign-.::xchl.:.nJer tJ.·l!!lo
r.ctiona.Y 

The oxport tra.dg. 

After the cessation of hostilitios, the prl)s;ltlrity of ChU.:::m cxpor;; 
industries, :md to c. very substuntial. ort.::ut th·.t of th;.. country in g.m.•n.·.tl, 
lTill d.Jpend on a numbar of t''lcto1·s. .'\monc thusc .·..ro: (1) The .. "'.hility 
of the belliger'ilnt pow~rs to achi~vu :>. r.1pid nncl offectivd CCinvcrsion ~mJ1 
reconstruction of th11ir aconor.li.~s, th.>rci!)y p1•cvidiug a ID!lrk.:)t ,fo1• Chil,~ru: 

products; (2) the success of tho gr.:: ~t indut>tril'~ n:-.tions in ~justing 
thoir economi.:~s to function continuoucly nocr full ..::mployrnunt, th..ll"oby 
mn.intn.ining the b.'lSiD for a. stnbl,• :J.nd p1•osp ... roua int~Jrn·\tion~ trt\dc; 
(J) th~ 1'11llingnllas of n,..tious in gcncr"-1 to lo\t.Jr th.:.. num..~rous b:'U'ri .. .:.·a 
nhich in the pc.st h~vc rv3tricto-:1 an~ ch:-:.1melizud world tr::!dol; an•.1 (4) ·i:.:l>J 

ability of Cbila:'Ul 1ndust.rios, princlp:•lly .:~.sric1..lturo m.l mining, to .:•ffoct 
or mnintn.in tht· oconomios of produe tion .Jss..mtin.J. to t..,_e snl.;.: of th.lir 
products in forvign morkots in comput.ition ;dth th~ pr~ucts of otn~.:r :lN~~. 

Chile possessos a torr <~~;.v.;lopt:tl rJSOUl'Ce:t of ::.utst nJing importD.nco, 
but is rolntivt.tly luckin~ in vurioty of r:.sC'urclls tLI'Id in tho..~ ;.!.w"lop!3ont 
of its industri~s. Most of its min~r~ out~~ \$ ~x~ortod to industrinl 
countries whos.J raquirwnonts 1n ordin~xy tim~s cr~ uubj~ct to c~~sidernblo 
fluctua.tion. Aftor th~ war, the "xpo1·t tr.:tdu of Chil~ nUl d..,p..Jnd to a 

i/ For a. more comprehonsivu account or tha Chilean system of exchnngo 
control, sao U. s. Tnrif!" Commisston,_lconomio Ccrltrole and Commercial. PoUey 
in 9bile. 1945 fjroceeoeU. 
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considerable extent upon world demand !or copper, the nation's &ost iapor
ta.nt export; product, and to a lesser extent upon the demand for sodl\111. 
nitrate. Y Other export COIIIIIoditiea which pose o11d.lto.r probl001a are 
iodine, wool, leguainoua products, iron ore, cereals, refrigerated 1100ts, 
eboml.c:al products, ood precious .. we. Y 

An l.aediete poo~ probln of Chilean trode rela teo expeeielly to 
the pre&ert'8tion and posfllble expansion of 118rkets in tbe Western Hemisphere, 
which have developed since the outbreak of the war, particularly in BrazU, 
Argentina, and otb.er neighboring countriee. Chilean expot'ts to most of tbe 
other Latin American countries, bowe?~r, can expand only gradually because 
thoee countries ordinarily require large quu.ntitles or unufactured goods 
which Chile ie unable to supply, whereas they constitute relo.tlvely &1118.11 
IIU"keta for Ch1le 1s principal exports, copper &nd nitrate. 

~.--the production and exportation of Chilean copper reached ~ 
precedented higb levels in 1942 aod 1943; it 1o unlikely, howov•r, that 
su.ch records wW be 118.lnt6.1ned after the war. It would be dlfflcult to 
predict what the world demand for oew copper will be in the years 1a~~~ed1-
ately after the war. '!he demand will be affected by the following factorSI 
(1) 'lb.e supply of eecondBry copper will be larger than usual becuuse of the 
conversion of nr -.terial; (2) tbe accu.u.lation of surplus stocks of nn 
copper at the end of the war may be l&.rge; (3) becnuse of wnrtime e:xpaD
sion production facilities may be granter than ev .. I" before; (4) substitutes 
IIUch as aluminum, aagneslum, and ph.stlca may diBplace copper in many indue
tr1.al uses; (5) the extensive destruction of industrial lllUtt capacity 
throughout the devastated areas of continental EUrope may materially reduce 
the quantity of copper which will be conSUJDed there; and (6) inasmuch ae 
tile uae of copper 1e dependent on volUIIIe of production in the heavy indus
tries, tuture demand will be affected greotly by the success or failure of 
the induetr1al nations in maintaining a high level of employment. 

There is, of course, the possibility of an increased demand for copper 
immedi£tely after the war resulting from accumulLted civilian demand whlcb 
had to be deferred under wartime.restrtctions, as well as from a program or 
reconstruction and replacement. To the extent that this occurs, it will 
operate to cushion the adjustments which u1 tlllately seem necessary with the 
return or peacetime consumption require~ente. It would appear that two 
factors will favor Chilean copper in competition in world markets. Produc
tion costs in ChUe are low in comparison with those in most producing 
areas; •oreover, the fact that 11ore than nine-tenths of the Chilean output 
ordinarily is produced by subsidiaries ot United States firms, which operate 
their own refining and processing plants, tends to assure a steady market. 

Sodlua Ditrate.-'nle naturally formed chemical nitrogen of Chile 
cODpetes in world markets w1 th synthetic: and byproduct chemical nitrogen. 
For •01 years before 1932 sodium nitrtt.te was the country's moat important 
export product. Sinee the First World War, howev•r, it has steadily de
clined ln importance. In 1900 two-thirds of the world• a chemical nttroPel'l 

/ i/ The Government or Chile recognizes that dependence on exports of copper 
and sodium nitrate does not provide a sound basis for its nutionul economic 
structure. It has, therefore, initiated programs for the industrb.lization 
of the country and for greater agricultural diversification. 

3/ Problema relating to control of tho leading Chilean export products are 
discussed in 0. J!• Tariff Commission, Jconomlo Controls and commercial PolicY 
1n Chile, 1945 LProcoasoJLT, 
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cue from Chile; in recent years B7Dthetic aDd byproduct rd trogen have 
been produced and sold in world mnrkets in .uch larger aggregate quantities 
than tbe Chilean product. Although Chilean n1trate bas been virtually 
eliminnted from the fields of industrial chemistr.r and explosives, this 
product retains an lmport.ant place as e. fertUizer. 

The prospects for the Chilean nitrate industry after the war are not 
encour&ging. The world situation for nitrogen will probably be one or 
excess productive cap&city, surplus stocks, end low prices. The continu
ation of subst<:ntial exports of Chilean nitrates will depend principall7 
on tJ1e industry• a abill ty to deliver its product to the important centers 
of consumption at costs sufficiently low to compete with 8,Ynthetic and 
byproduct rJ.trogen. Technological improvements in the refining of natural 
sodiua nitrate since 1929 will main~in its traditional position as the low
est cost form of commercial nitrogen £:.t the point of production, notwith
standing the even more rapid technological t.provements in tJl.e competing 
synthetic industries. Chile, however, is distant from the major conBWidng 
markets and transportation costs are a serious handicap. 

Chile face6 the possibility of further loss in the nitrate market of 
the United SU:tea, its princip&l customer. 'l'he expansion of the B)'Dthetic
armaonla industry, especially during the war, bas made the United States no 
longer dependent on Chilean nitrnte for the manufacture of munitions, 
although n1 trogen, for use as fertilizer has been supplied during the war 
principally by imports. After the cessation of hostilities requirements 
of n1 trogen for agriculture, even though they may increase, can be met 
largely by the synthetic-ammonia capacity of the United States despite the 
possible dismantling of most, if not all, of the ~ ordnance plants. 

Even with a substantial destruction of nitrogen productive capacity 
in Germany, fonaerly the second most important market for Chilean nitrate, 
it seems probable tlwt GenDany will be able to supply its own requiremsntsp 
and perhaps to ship considerable quantities to the rest of continental 
Europe. It may be difficult, therefore, for Cbilenn exports tO Europe 
to regain their pre-war level. 

These possible post-war trends, of course, are not new; they repre
sent merely a continuance and possible intensification of the severe com
petition which natural sodium nitrates were experiencing before the war. 
Tbe situation mny be tempered somewhut by the increased demand for food, 
snd· tt1ereby fur fertilizers, throughout the world during the immediate 
reconstruction period. Because of its location, the nnturnl nitrate 
industry will probably enjqy a cost advantage in Latin American markets. 

Agriculturol and pastoral produots.-Although the economy of Chile 
is basically agricultural and a greater part of its population depends 
for a livelihood on agriculture than on any other industry, only about 
one-sixth of the value of Chilean exports in 1937 and 19.38 was provided 
by agricultural and pastoral products. In view, however, of the rela
tively undeveloped cnbrncter of Chilean agricultural resources, it ia 
probable that over a period of time agricultural industries will uke an 
increasing contribution to foreign trade. 

Becaut~e of their high quulity, Chile's lentils and beans in the paat 
have enjoyed a favorable position in foreign trade. Some marketa for 
these p~oducts were shut off by the war but the range of markets in 1941 
was comparable to that of the period 19.37-.)8. It is probable that these 
commodities will ho.ve litUe difficulty, at locst after an interval, in 
regaining markets lost as a result of the war. 
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Before 1940 Cblleen oata and barley W91lt, though in relatively small 
quanti t.i.ea, to IIIID7 markets in Europe which ere now closed by t.be •r. 
The demand in these markets atter the close of hostilities is eomewha t 
probl~DB.tical, depending em their blying power RB well as on their needD. 

Shi!DOiltll of 11001, whi::h OIXlstitute a significant part 8f Chile' 8 
exports, may be somewhat reduced for a time after the war. Lllrge stocks 
or wool bave been accumul&ted by the United Nations. The United Kingdom 
will be subject to ccasiderable presSUTe to purchase u.s much wool na 
possible f'rom the Dominions. It may be eome Umo before Germany, fon~erly 
the second moat important m.'lrket, can take as much ~.ts it ~d in 1937, 
- German pJrcbaoea amounted to 25 million pesos ( 5 llrl.lllon dollars). 

The strong competitive position of Chilean refrigerated meata is 
indicated by the fact tr.at during the aevore shippin~ ahcrtage of 191.2-4) 
tbe United Kingdom rolinauished ito position in the Chilean wool market 
to the United States ao that all available ehipping mi~ht be used for 
transporting Chilean meats, known for tbolr excelltmt quality. yrith more 
favorable Bhipping conditions after th\11 nr it seems fairly probable that 
the arkets for Chilean meets in the United lingdom v1l.l be retained and 
that new outlets may be ~eveloped. 

Other A!N?!ts.-The exceptionally high quality of the hema.Ute ore from 
El Toto Mountain places Chilean iron ore 1n o. strong colllpetitive position; 
but the voluno of shipments has been limited by tho harbor facilities at 
Cruz Grande and during the war by Ule number of ore ships avnilable. It is 
probable thBt P.fter the war Chilean iron ore w1ll bo shipped tc the 
United States in quantities compa1'able to those shipped during the period 
19)7-41, wban uports averaged about 1.5 million long tons n year. 

Exports of gold f'loom Chile o.fter t."te wur will depond on the structure 
of international .,..otary syeto11e, tho gold-purchc.sing polioy of the United 
States, and the trend of the Chilean balance of intornntlonal payments. 
Exports of CbUean chemical products, which expanded markedly 1n 1942, moy 
be cansiderably reduced by competition from foreign manufncturere who have 
eltber been shut off by the blockade, or whose plants have been converted 
to war purposes. 

The import trn.do. 

Tho Ch~nn program for industrializntion, improv~rount of ngricultu~~ 
motbods, crop divorslfica.tion, byJrollloctric duvolo::=~nt, =:md other lloll:Ltoral 
activities hnve 48 their objoct tho ~~~oion of dom~stlc production of ccu
moditios conSUllkld_ \{ithin thu country .:md tJ1~ r.;ducticn of dup~Jl\di)OCd on 
purcho.aes u.broad.Y So!Dd success nlr~a.C:r lma bo·Jn uchi.JVtJd in v:·.rious 
mnnufu.cturing industrios such o.s t.lxtil"o (i)'lrtlc.:ulu.rly 111,)CU'1ng :~pp:u-.)1 
and cotton goods) • papor, gla.ss, c\lmont, 6o::.p, C.Ol1 fco+.•.:unr 1 but tbw count.lY 
Cuponds upon imports for man7 imJK'Irt.Mt cc.r.modltiou such a.s 1"Q\; su~cr, coi:{':>.::, 
p.>troleum products1 u.utomotivo produat6, and most um·ork,!d iron :mJ stooJ .• · 
l!oroovor, d~spitll thll substcnticLl prut,.'1"-:tas of th\l Chil.1cn t.:.xtilv industry, 
toxtilvs '.lOra still tho most important ~roup of imports in 1942, ·.tltoh·.1olgL 
th~ir Ghare ot tota.l imports m thnt y.J::r l.'ll.B only th:r-ee-tifths us hlgi.l 1\tJ 

in 1929. 

jJ Chilean mining ond JDOJlufncturine 1ndust.:r-1as a.ro doscribod in det..'\U 
in U. 8. Tariff Coa~JU.aslon1 Mining end W..·.nufncturing Inc!.ustriea in Chi~ 
1945 /jroceoa.U. 
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Yost C~"an m:mufr..cturing irdustrl•..-a ~tlll probably cncwunter moru 
compoti tion from foreign producers in tho post-:m.r pvriod th.."\11. they h.:tvo 
during tho o;mr itself; a.JJDe industri::l countri...:s h.~v,1 bE:en shut off .from 
tbe 11:1rkot by bl.ock'\do 'lltd others ~vu t"tJ&trictacl ux:>arts .:md davo'Wd tJwir 
procl.uct.ivo resourco3 to th.:J prosecution of tho \Jt:'.r. Whotbor futurd com-
p.Jtition r.'ill bo moro sever.: th:m b..forv ib problal!l:.ticnl.. SomG of t-ho 
l\lnding induatrinl countri.::s Nill pr,bo.bly b.J llV.m DK"rc. o.of;-..lJ" to "xpvrt Cl.aa 
tho7 ;;oro in prc-"Jt'11" YihU"s. ilaM.i:iJ..., iloprov.:~mcnta tn pl.nni:.s und iu nk:th.cxltt 
of production ~Y roJuc.J costs of cvrta.in te.:.mufactured goods in th~J IDCljor 
induotrinl countrioo. Durin& th.J uor, Chilo hos hnd littlo opportunit:r 
to 1ncroll8o tho efficiency of its monuf.~cturi.ng industrlaa; in fnct, it is 
reported t.ho.t, in ordGr to BUPl->17 g"od::a ·;-:llich could D\1t 00 import'-ld, nou 
plants b.~VI) boon built, soma of llhicb .:u-a rolr:.tivoly 1ne:f£1cient. On tho 
nhole, ho-::ev~r, it seems probo.bl.J tb!":.t Chllccn manufacturing indus trios 
nill bEr nbl~::~ to continue t,b,)ir f'ormor progruss. 

In ChUu, aa in othvr countrivs B.lCkinB' ttre:t~ inc!ustri.:'l.l.iaation, 
incroaso ill dcJDIJ&tic proUuction of mnuf'":".Cttrrod goods do..,s !lvt oac\lss:u-lly 
involve ruduction in imports, olthoush it m:.LY bo c.xp-~ctod to chcngc tho 
compoai tion of' th~ import tro.dc. Incr\lcscd buyine po\fer and hir):ar s~:ncl.:.J.'<l6 
of living resulting f'rom groo.tvr production 1-:ithi.u the cC".untry t.::nd to 
stimul:.~to th& demand for 'V:lrious typos of 11."\nut'r.i:turetl g04.~ nvt producod 
ct homo. llor,:,ovlJJ", during the pr.:>coas l)r industrializ:ltion :-. country 
roquirus large quDDtitiua of' m."lchinory of m:my kinds, ODd. it is notu1tortby 
thnt an industry for tho production ?f m.:-.chinoJry itsalt is ono of the la.st 
to ba developed during tho procoss. 
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