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PREFACE 
The realm of scholarship knows of. few cases like that of Thorstein 

Veblen. Th,irty-five years have passed since the publication of The 
Theory of the Leisure Class, but its author still remains a figure of mys
tery and his yiews an object of controversy. In the hope that an inquiry 
into Veblen's life history might throw some light on the meaning of his 
work, this study was undertaken. 

I am indebted for information to a host of Veblen's relations, friends, 
acquaintances, schoolmates, teachers, colleagues. Professors J .M. Clark, 
Walton Hamilton, R.M. Maciver, and Commissioner Isador Lubin 
have read various drafts of the manuscript. . 

Four men from the beginning have watched over the various stages 
of this inquiry with great care and interest.· Virgil Jordan, President of 
the National Industrial Conference Board? and Professor Rexford Guy 
Tugwell started the movements making it possible for me to devote my 
time to the work. To Professor Wesley Clair Mitchell my debts are 
many and varied. In the decade that has passe~ since he first encouraged 
me to carry through this project, the study would have expired on more 
than one occasion had it not. been for his intervention. His apparently. 
casual comments often threw into broad relief what was implied, but not 
clearly expressed, in the study. Dr. Alvin Johnson, Director of the New 
School for Social Research, was never formally my teacher, but in com
parison with his subtle suggestions and irresponsible conversations, the 
value of the classroom fades into insignificance. 

I am also deeply indebted to Miss Elizabeth Todd, Assistant Editor 
of the Encycloptedia of the Social Sciences, who has worked over the 
whole manuscript, applying her editorial skill to make sure that the 
author's meaning, necessarily obscured at times by the close study of the 
subject, flows clearly and without undue difficulty to the reader. To my 
wife I owe a great obligation for her typing, patience, and understand
ing under the strain that dealing with such a figure as Veblen involved. 

I owe a great debt to the New School for Social Research, which 
granted me a fourteen-month fellowship in 1930-31, to write the first 
and basic draft. In the preparation of this and subsequent drafts I have 
been dependent for guidance primarily upon Dr. Johnson and Professor 
Mitchell. · 

Columbia University, 
September, 1934. 

JosEPH DoRFMAN 
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