
EAST INDIA (\rEIGHTS AND MEASUilES) ACT, 1871. 

JlETU RN to an Add!'eBs of the Honnuraule The House of Commons, 
dated 1 March 187:2 ;--:for, 

"COPY of AcT, No. 31, of isn,·passed by the Gove:rnorGE>neral of India in 

Council, on the 30th day of October 1871, to regp.late the 'VEIGHTS and 
MEASURES of CAPACITY of BRITISH INDIA.'' 

H. L. ANDERSON, India Office, } 
1 March 1872. Secretary, Judicial aud Legislative Departments. 

THE INDIAN 'VEIGHTS AND MEASURES OF CAPACITY ACT, 1871. 

C 0 NT EN T S. 

PREAMBLE. 

I.-Preliminary. 

~.'3CTION. 

I. Short title.' 
Local extent. 

!I.-Standards. 

2. Standard of Weight. 
3. Units of'Weights and l\Ieasures of Capacity. 
4. Special Weights and Measures of Capacity may be 

authorised. 
5. Districts how defined. 

Sub-districts how defined. 
G. Primary Standards to be provided. 
7. Local Standards to be provided. 

III.-Use of New Weights anrlllf·easurea of Capacity. 
8. Use of new Weights and 1>Ieasures of Capacity in 

Government Offices, &c. 
9. Contracts by Weight or :Measure of Capacity. 

IV.-Wardens. 

10. Appointment of Wardem. 
11. Power to make rules. 
12. Publication of rules. 

Rules, when specially applied, to have force of law. 
13. Officers of Government and others to oomply wit!~ 

rules. 
14. Warden may refuse to verify or correct thing& 

unfit. 
15. Exercise of any of Warden's powe1·s. 
16. Counterfeiting Warden's marks. 
17. Tables of C(juivalent~. 

ACT No. XXXI oF 1871. 

Passeil by the Governor General of India in Council. 

(Received the Assent of the Governor General on the 30llt October 1871.) 

AN AcT to regulate the 'N eights and Measures of Capacity of British India. 

·wnEREAS it is expedient to provide for the ultimate adoption of an uniform Preamble. 

~. tcm of weights and· measures of capacity throughout British India; it is 
hereby enacted as follows :-

I .-Preliminary. 

1. This Act may be called '' The Indian vV eights and 
Act, 1871," and extends to the whole of British India. 

Measures of Capacity Short title. 

H.-Standards. 

2. The primary standard of weight shall be called a ser, and ::-1 tll be a 
weight of metal in the possession of the Government of India, equal, when 
weighed in a vacuum, to the weight known in France as the kilogramme des 
archives. 

a. The units of weight and of measure~ of capacity shall be­

For \Veig;hts, the said scr; 
. For measures of C<lpacity, a mc·asure cuntaining one !:iUch ser of water at 
It.:; maximum density, \vei;:;hcd in a vacn11rn, 

9-l· ·1. The· 

Local Extent. 

Standard of wri~bt. 

Unit~ of weight~ 
anrl me;L-;urc~ of 
•:up.tcity. 
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Special weights a~d 4. 'l'he Governor General in Council may, from time to time, by notification 
measures of capac1ty • tl " G t f 1 1' " d 1 • tl 't J d ·] · · may be authorised, m . 1e azet e o nc m, e~ are. 1e magm une ~n c ~nornwatwns of the 

we1ghts and measurf's of capactty, other than the smd nmt:::,· to be authorised 

Dishicts how 
defined. 

Sub-districts how 
defined. 

Primary standards 
to be provided. 

Local standai'ds to 
be provided. • •! .. 

~ 

Use of new weights 
and measures of 
capacity in Govern­
ment Offices, &c. 

under this Act : · 

Prodded that every such weight or measure of caparity siHlll be an inteoTal 
multiple or integral sub-multiple of one of the units aforesaid. 0 

The Governor General in Coundl may~· in ·like manner, revoke such 
notification. · 

Unless it be otherwise ordered in anv such notification, the sub-dirisions of 
all such weights and measnres of capacity shall be expressed in decimal parts. 

5. The Governor General in .Coundl may, ft·om time to time, by notillcation 
in the " Gazette of India," define the limits of uistricts for the purposes of this 
Act. 

The Local Government may, from time to time, by notification in the 
official Gazette, define the limits of sub-districts for the purposes of this Act. 

6. The Governor General in Council may provide, for such districts as he 
thinks fit, proper primary standards and sets of the said authorised weights and 
measures of capacity. 

Such standards shall, for the purposes of this Act, be de~:ned the standards 
for such districts. 

7. The Local Government may provide, for such sub-districts as it thinks 
fit, copies of such of the said authorised weights and measures of capacity as 
shall .be necessary to serve as loc,al standards in such sub-districts. 

Such local standards shall be deemed correbt, until they are proved to be 
otherwise. 

III.-Use of New Weights and Jl{easures o/ Capacity. 

8. Whenever the Governor General in Council considers that proper standard 
weights and measures of capacity have been made available for the verification 
of the .weights and measures of capacity to be used by any Govemment office or 
municipal body or railway company, the Governor General in Council may, by 
notification in the" Gazette of India," direct that, after a date to be fixed therein, 
all or anv of the weights and. measures of capacity authorised as aforesaid shall 

• 'be used in dealings and contracts by such offic~, body, or company; and may, in 
like manner, from time to time, alter or revoke such direction. 

Contracts by . . '· 9. After the date fixed in any notification under· Section 8, all dealings and 
weir;ht Ol' measure COntracts had and made by the Officers, bodies, 01' COmpanieS~ mentioned in SUCh 
ofcapacity. 1 11 d · 1 1 notification, for any work ·to be done, or gooc 8 tu be so (, or ehn'rN )j' 

Appointment of 
wardens. 

Powet• to make 
rules. 

weight or measure of capacity, shall, in the absence of a special a;rreement to the 
contrary, be deemed to be had and made according t(' the weights or measures 
of capacity directed in such notification to be used by such officers, bodies, or 
companies. 

IV.-lVarden.~. 

10. The Governor General in Council and the 'Local Government, respec­
tively, shall appoint wardens for the custody of the primary an!l local 
standards, and sets of authorised weights and measures of capacity hereinbefore 
mentioned. · 

The Governor General in Council, or the Local Government, respectively, 
may, at any time, suspend or remove any such warden, and appoint another. 

1 1. The Governor General in Council may, from time to time, make rule.~ 
consistent with this Act for regulating the following matters :·-

{a.)-The appointment of wardens; 
' (o.)-The guidance of wardens in all matters connected with the per-
formance of their duties ; · · 

(c.J-The provision, replacement, 'custody and u~c of the .5tanclat·d:; . 
(d.)-The method of Yerifying local st:mrlnrd;,; and \Wight~. Wl'i'~hm:.!; 

machines, and measures of capacity authori::wd under this A.ct' ::nrl 
balances, and of certifrin(!; '~uch verification : pro1·ide(l that such n·nfic:<ltJuP 

shall not he required ·to l)p madi~ oftew·r than cntc(: i11 t 1rr• yc<1l'~,: 
TJ,o 



OF c.\P.\.CITY 1\CT, J 87 I. '' .) 

(e.)-The errors which may be toler::ttecl in weights, \Veighing machines 
and measures of capacity anthoriscd under this Act, and in balances; · 

(f.) The t:Lnpes, proportions, and dimensions to be given to weights, 
\Yeighin; machines, and measures of capacity authorised under this Act, 
and to Lalancei', and the materials of \Yhich they may be made; 

.1·)-1\Jarking Yreight:::; and measures of capacity authorised under this 
Act with their several !lenomine~tions ; 

(h.)-The conditions under which Governmer.t officrs, municipal bodies, 
and railway compa11i;·s &h<tll be subject to inspectio.n and \erification of the 
\Yeights, weighing machines, and measurc·s of capacity authorised under 
this Act, and of the balauces med by them; 

r_i).·--The fees til be paid. for verifying, con·ecting, and certifying the 
verification of wei~s-hts, 'veip;hin~?; machines, a:1d measur~s of capacity 
authorised under this Act, and of balances. · 

I 2. Such rules shall be pulJli~hecl in the " Gazette of Il;dia." . 
And the Govern()r General in Council may, by notification in the 

" Gazette of India," declare that, from and after a day to be named therein, 
all or anr of the said rules shall come into force in respect of any Govern­
ment office, municipal body~ or railway company, and thereupon, to the 
extent specified in such r-atification. such rules or rule shall have the force 
uf law. 

Publication of rules, 
Rules, when 
specially applied, to 
have force of law. 

13. i\11 officers of Government, municipal officers, and officera and servants Officers of Govern-

f '1 · h ll 1 · 1 l 1 f h 1 ment and others to o rm way compames, s a comp y mt 1 sue 1 rues so ar as t ey concern t 1em, comply with rules. 
and pay such fees as the said rules shall prescribe. . . 

14. The warden may def<tce, or rendet incapable of use, or refuse to verify, 
correct, or mark, anything brought to him for verificatiou or correction, which 
appears to him unfit for verification or correction. 

15. Any of the powers and duties conferred and imposed by this Act on a 
warden may be exercised and performed by any other officer whom the Local 
Go;ernment may, from time to time, appoint. 

'Varden may refuse 
to verify or correct 
things unfit. 

Exercise of any of 
warden's powers. 

16. Whoever knowingly cuunterfeits any mark used by a warden under Cuuni:erfeiting 
Section 11, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend ~varden's mm·ks· 
to three years, and shall also be liable to fine. 

J ';. The Local Government may, from time to time, prepare tables of the Tables of 
equivalents of wei,~hts and mea~ure-:; of capacity, other than those authorised ec1uivalents. 

under this Act, in terms of the weight5 and measures of' capacity so authorised, 
and the equivalents so stated, after notification in the local official Gazette,shall 
he deemed the true er1uivalents. 



EAST INDIA (WEIGHTS AND MEASURES) 
ACT, 1871. 

COPY of AcT, No. :ll, of 1871, passed by the 
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(Mr. Crawford.) 

Ordered, by The House of Common.•; to be Printed, 
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94· Under.ioz. 


