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" FOREWARD.

The twenty-fifth, the Silver Jubilee, Session of the National Liberal
Federation was held at Lahore on the 17th and 18th March, 1945, This was
the first time that the Federation met in this Province.

The invitation to hold this meeting in the Punjab was extended by
the Punjab Liberal League formed a year earlier, and the arrangements
were undertaken by a Reception Committee specially organized for this

pnrpose.

The Reception Committee is grateful to many persons who rendered
most valuable service to the work of the committee in many ways; and we
take this opportunity of recording our thaoks to them, and likewise, to'those
whose generous contributions madé our work possible. A list of persons
who donated one hundred rupees or more is given below,

The meeting was disappointed that Sir Chiman Lal Sitalvad, the
doyen of the Federation, was prevented from attending, at the last moment,
by an accident. Pundit Hirday Nath Kunzru was away to America and
Raja Sir Maharaj Singh to England ; and the Hon’ble Dr. Srinivasa Sastri
could not undertake a long journey in the present state of health. The
conference was conscious of the gap caused by their absence,

At the same time, we are glad to record that the session was fully
representative and the meetings were successfully held.

The choice of the President was particularly happy one. Rao
Bahadur Venkatarama Sastri by his courtsey and consummate ability guided
the conference most suitably, and to him our grateful thanks are due.

The Proceedings of the conference are now published for the ‘infor-
mation of the members of the Liberal Party and the public at large, We .
commend this Report to their perusal.

LIST OF DONORS.

Rs,
’ 1. Hon'ble R. B. Ram Saran Das ... w400
2. D, B. Raja Narendra Nath . . 100
3. Dr. Sir Gokal Chand Narang e . 225
« 4. R.B.Dr. Mathra Das Pahwa ase e 200
5. Seth Lachhman Das we 200
6. Mr, Kishen Chand (Messrs. Kaycee & Co.) .. 200
7. Kanwar Raj Nath ves e 200
8. BawaArjan Singh w200
9. R. B. Ganga Saran e 150
10. MJS. Traders’ Bank Ltd. (through L. Shiv Raj) .. 150
11. R. B. Janki Das Kapur o 101
12. S. B. Sardar Mohan Singh . 100
13; D. B, Krishna Kishore o 100
14. Mr. P,C. Mohindra .. - .. .. 100
B. L. Rallia Ram,
' Vice-President,
Haradatta Sharma, .
General Secretary,

e Reception Committee



PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE

National Liberal Federation of India,
Held at Lahore, on the 17th and 18th March, 1945,

The Silver Jubilee Session of the National Liberal Federation
of India opened at a specially erected Pandal on the Roberts ,Road,
at the site of the First Nationa! Bank Limited, ULahore, at5P. M.,.on
Saturday, the 17th March, 1945. There was a representative gathering
of delegates, members and visitors, prominent among those present
being Sir Cowasjee Jehangir. Bart., Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan, Dr. * Sir
Gokal Chand Narang, Mrs. Dandekar, Mr. P. Kodanda Rao, Dr. G.S.
Mahajani, Mr. ). R. Gharpure, Mr.S. M. Bose, R. B. Chuni 'Lal _Ray,
Mr. M. D. Altekar, Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram, S.B. Sardar Ujjal Singh,
R. B. Labh Chand Mehra, K B, Sardar Habib Ullah Khan, Mr. L. X.
Rego, R. B. Durga Das, Mr. K. L, Rallia Ram, R. B. Janki
Das Kapur, Seth Lachhman Das, Pt. Thakur Datta Sharma, Syed Hamid
Ali, Syed M. Habib, Sardar P. S. Sodhbans, Mian Mohammad Shareef,
Mian Abdul Aziz, Mr. P, Samuels Lall, Bhagat Gobind Das, Principal .
C. L. Anand, Prof. Abdul Qayyum Malik, Mian Ayyub Ahmad Makhdumi,
Mr. Eric Banerjee, R. B. Ganga Saran, Mr.S. S. Bhagat, Prof. I. D.
Sharma. ‘

The Presidentelect was received by Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram,
K. B. Sardar Habib Ullah Khan, 8. B. Sardar Ujjal Singh, R. B. Labh
Chand Mehra, Bhagat Gobind Das, Mr. C. L. Anand, Sardar P. S.
Sodhbans, Mian Mohd. Shareef, Mian Abdul Aziz, Mr. Haradatta Sharma
and others and conducted to his seat, After the President-elect, the
members of the Reception Committee and the delegates had taken
their seats, the proceedings commeaced with singing of national songs by
a group of college girls. : ‘

In the unavoidable absence due to illness, of the Hon’ble R. B. L.
Ram Saran Das, Chairman of the. Reception Committee, Mr. B. L.
Rallia Ram, the Senior Vice-Chairman said;

“Ladies and Gentlemen, it is extremely regrettable that the Chairman
of the Reception Committee, the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran
Das, is unable, on account of illness, to be with us this evening. The
duty of reading the address of the Chairmen of the Reception Commi-
ttee on his behalf and of welcoming the President and the Delegates has,
therefore, tallen upon me, Ishall now read to vou the addressof the
Hon'ble Rai Bahadur Ram Saran Das, Chairman of the Reception
Committee. ' ,

ADDRESS OF THE

Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Lala Ram Saran Das, C.1E.,
Chasrman, Reception Committee.

“ Fellow Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

~On behalf of the Reception Committee, I offer you all a most
cordial welcome to the 25th session of the National Liberal Federation
of India. We feel it a great honour that Lahore has been chosen as the
place for the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the Federation, We wish
it had been possible for us to celebrate the event in a more fitting manner.
What we lack in display we more than make up in sincerity of purpose.

_ We meet under the shadow of a great loss which Lahore, the
Pumat?. :mfi I will add, India, has suffered in the death on the Oth M.;rch
of Raja Narendranath. Great in character, conduct and.contribution to

national service, he will be missed at every gathering in Lahore for a long
long time to come, ,
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Many events have happened since we met last i in the
Xmas_week of 1943, Ishould like to refer to several g)f Iigglntia};x:ntt)?is ‘
occasion. But on account of my continued ilhealth, it has not been
~possible for me to do full justice to the task entrusted to me. I shall,
therefor.e,‘conﬁne myself to just a few matters, in the full confidence that
my omissions will be more than made up by the President-elect, Mr. T.
R. Venkitarama Sastri, in his presidential address, which we are all so
eager to listen.

. It is a matter for sincere gratification that the Liberal Federation
has Jived to celebrate its Silver Jubilee It is a tribute to the principles
and personalities that inspired and sustained our organisation, We recall
with pride and gratitude the founders of the Federation, the late Sir
Surendranath Banerjee, Sir C. Y. Chintamani, Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Sir
Chimanlal Setalvad, Sir P. S. Sivaswami Aiyar and the Rt Hon. V. S.
Srinivasa Sastri, among others, who were stalwart veterans of the Indian
National Congress. It was a great wrench to them to tear themselves away
from the Congress which they loved and served so well, but a sense of duty
to the country, as they saw it, persuaded them to do so and found the
Federation and gave its principles which are progressive and practical.
We are the inheritors of a great tradition, the Liberal outlook, the middle-
of-the-road, the golden mean. Itisuptousto live up to it and pass it
on to our successors, in the hope and confidence that it will gather
momentum and finally prevail, Let us do our task in that spirit.

Since we met last, the war situation has greatly improved for the
Allies, and complete victory seems to be a matter of weeks or months.
The defeat of the Axis Powers will be welcomed in India with sincere
gratification and without any reservation. It is doubtful however, if the
Allies will make as great a success of the peace-effort as of the war effort.
‘We are tossed between hope and fear for the future peace of the world
and the progress of India. The revival of old imperialisms and the
creation of new ones and the imperialism of the white over the coloured
races of the world, threaten to create the ideal conditions for a new and
more disastrous world-war. Let us hope that the bitter lessons of the
past will not be altogether lost on the statesmen of the world who are
soon to meet at San Francisco, and that they will fashion a peace which -
reconciles the victors and the vanquished, the large and the small nations,
the coloured and the non-coloured peoples of the world 1t is a great
pity that Mahatma Gandhi has not been invited to the Conference.  What-
ever be the apprehensions of the Allied Powers regarding his assistance
to the war-effort on account of his creed of non-violence, none can have
any doubt us to his invaluable and unique contribution to the peace-effort
of the nations. Itis also a great pity -that the Indian Delegation to. the
Conference consists solely of officials, who, it is common ground, do not
enjoy the full confidence of the bulk of the population of India and can at
best represent only British imperialism in India. -

In India among the events of the year of great significance were
the unconditional release of Mahatma Gandhi on grounds of ill-health. and
his negotiations with the Viceroy and Mr. Jinnah. Itis a great misfortune
that the Government did not grasp the hand of fellowship offered by the
Mahatma In view of the Mahatma's categorical denial of responsibility
for, and disapproval of, the violence that followed the arrest of himself
and the Congress leaders, there was no justification for the continued
incarceration of Congress leaders and the refusal to establish, by conven-
tion, a truly pational Government in India to take charge of her war-effort
and her contribution to world-peace.

The better course seems to be that the federal part of the Govern-
ment of India Act of 1933 should immediately be put into operation, for
want of a better and agreed constitution as a trial. It is in some ways
better than the present arrangement; it is already on the statute book ;
every effort to remedy it of its admitted and serious defects has failed
and only left the situation worse. Once the federal Government is set up,
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it will in due course after the war appoint a cons!;itu.ent assembly to frame
a better and more acceptable constitution for India.

There are many other topics of current interest that I would hkg
to touch upon if my health had permitted. But I must pass over _theén. o
must however make one exception, The position of Indians in Sou
Africa has been a running sore; it has recently suffered an aggravatwfa- :
The Indian case has been admirably defenqed by_' Sir Shafa:.it A?)hnhele
Khan, till recently the Indian High Commissioner in South Afr_xca.L ydon -
Indian Delegation to the Commonwealth Relations Conference in Lon :
and by Dr, Khare of the Government of India in India. The position ©
Indians in South Africa epitomises a world-problem of the relations between
coloured and non-coloured races and will have to be solved on global basis.

And now, friends, I should not wish to stand any longer be'tweeﬁ
you and the President. I will conclude by once again welcoming'y g\; a
most heartily to the Lahore session of the Liberal Federation and its Si gleg
Jubilee. Forgive us tor our shortcomings in making you fully comff)rta t
With these words 1 once again thank you all for the trouble and interes
you have taken in our deliberations and making the conference a success..

The Chairiman then called upon Sir Cowasjee Jehangir to move the election
of the President,

Sir Cowasji Jehangir said:

“Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have the pleasurt; 'OIS
proposing that Mr. Venkatarama Sastri be the President of the 25th -
annual session of our Conference. Mr Sastri is not unknown to us.
He was our President in 1935. It 1sneedless to say that heis very well
known in the south of India and I am sure his work .and worth have
filtered to the Punjab and if you have not had the privilege of hearing
him, you will do so today and that will make up for all that I can say to
introduce you to Mr. Venkatarama Sastri.

. Mr. Venkatarama Sastri was the Advocate-General in Madras.
He then became a Member of the Executive Council, 1 believe it was for
six hours, (Laugbter). If Government was-the poorer for the loss, the
public life of Madras was a gainer, (Hear, hear), Eversince then, Mr.
Venkatarama Sastri is well known all over India for his wise and sober
opinions and politically he has led, at least, public opinion in his great
province of Madras. He now comes north, let us hope-to make us all
a little wiser which 1 am sure he will do during the next two days of our
deliberations. 1 have great pleasure in proposing Mr. Venkatarama .Sastri
as the next President of our Conference. (Applause). '

In seconding the resolution R. B. Lala Labh Chand Mehra said: 1
have great pleasure in seconding the proposal of our distinguished country-
man, Sir Cowasji Jehangir. Mr. Sastri is an old and distinguished leader
and I hope he will give the lead that we need. Iam sure that under his
able guidance this session will be a success. His coming from such a
great distance at the cost of his convenience shews his zeal for the cause.
I do not wish to stand between him and you., I commend the reso-
lution for your acceptance.” (Applause).

Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram : Ladies and gentlemen, I need not put the
resolution to vote because I am sure by your applause you have whole-
heartedly approved the proposal made by Sir Cowasji Jehangir. (Applause)
I now invite Mr. Venkatarama Sastri kindly to take the chair.

. Mr. Venkatarama Sastri then occupied the Presidential Chair
amidst applause and read the following address.

Address of the President.

Fellow Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am deeply sensible
of the honour that you have conferred on me by inviting me
to preside over your deliberations this year. And you have my
sincere thanks, This is not the first time that the Indian National Liberal
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Federatiqn has chosen to honour me. I have once before presided over
your deliberations. That was at Nagpur in 1935, the year of the Govern
.ment of India Act and of the Golden Jubilee of the Indiap National Con gress.
.Toc!ay we sit in our twenty-fifth-session; this is the vear of our Silver
Jubilee. In one sense, the first thirty-five years of the Indian National Con-
gress that preceded the life of the Federation belonged as much to us as
the Congress. If I may say so without offence to our brethren of the Con-
gress, we here assembled today represent more nearly the authentic voice
and tradition of the Congress that began its career in the year 1833, sixty
years ago. Nor is it a reflection on the Congress to say so, as the Congress
itself would claim to have brought into the old Congress a new way of life
and method of action. Although we have often expressed our differences
from the Congress, 1 have never before decried their work according to
their chosen ways for the service of the motherland. At the session at
which T last presided, greeting the Indian National Congress on the attain-
ment of fifty years of life and work, [ said as follows :—

““While we are meeting here, there take place all over India widespread rejoicings
at theattainment by the Indian National Congress of the fiftieth year of its life. Most
of us once belonged to it and can genuinely share in the memories of its early history.

~ What if we have recently parted from it unable to approve of certain new activities
and developments? Great endeavours, great trials, great successes marked the thirty-
five years during which all that was patriotic, all that was employed in the service of
the nation, was gathered under the one banner of the Indian National Congress,
We may justly claim that the work accomplished, while we were still undivided, was
in the highest degree essential to the building up of the nation, to the consolidation
of scattered effort, to the emergence of clear ideals and noble aspirations. Since we
separated and began to pursue our own methods, differing from those of the latter-
dey Congress, the two organisitions have, no doubt, diverged widely. But behind
these differences, is there not a unity of aspiration and a deep affinity of aim? They
and we alike are pledged to the winning of India’s right to shape her own destiny
and to her establishment as a free and self-respecting nation among free and self-
respecting nations, e are colleagues in effort and brethren in service and we gladly
extend to them our hearty felicitations and good wishes in the full trust that, moving
along different paths where we must and treading the same paths together when we
may, shall one day achieve the freedom and the glory of our common motherland.”

I cite the whole of it to-day for all that it says, for all that it implies an

for all that was then out of our ken and now falls to be said. :

This is the Silver Jubilee year of the Indian National Liberal Federu-
tion, It makes us turn back in retrospect. Many are the great names to whom
our minds turn, Dadabhai Nowroji, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, Mr. G, K.
Gokhale, Mr. W. C. Bonnerji, Sir Surendranath Bannerji, Mr. A, M, Bose,
Mr. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar, Sir C. Y. Chintamani and others, among those
no longer living ; Sir P. S Sivaswami Aiyar, the Right Ionourable V. S.
Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, among those still happily with
us. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Sir C P, Ramaswami Aiyar who belonged
to us now say that they have left us. They may say what they like, but
they cannot cast off what is woven in the very texture of their minds.
Speaking for myself I can any day entrust the framing of a federal con-
stitution in the hands of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru as representative of the
Liberal Federation. But more than all elsee my mind turns to the friend,
philosopher and guiie of our school of thought, M. G. Ranade. He comes
into my mind when puzzled by the tangled skein of our present day con-
flicts and seemingly insoluble problems. There is a saying: Do not be
elated in success nor unduly depressed in defeat. Both branches of this
saying seem to me to be illustrated in all their aspects in these ten years
of conflict and bungling in the public and political life of India. The im-~
mediate use of the maxim is that, dark and gloomy as things seem, there is
no reason to be unduly depressed by it.

Ten short but eventful years are gone. How changed is the
present situation., The situation then was far, far better than now. It has,
since, distinctly deteriorated. We are in the grip of a deadlock from
which it almost seems as if there was no way of escape, and a sense of
frustration has overtaken us. If there was ever need for unity it was
during these recent vears. We have instead reached during these years
a degree of disagreement and disunity, unknown at any time before in



b

our country's history. The leaders of the most powerful single party,—
the Congress—are held under detention in gaols_and. can now make no
contribution to any solution for the present situation. The Mahz}tma
represents the Congress in his own peculiar way, both in and out of it, or
neither in nor out of it, whichever way we may putit; but he can_do
nothing at this juncture, without consulting the members of the Working
Committee of the Congress. The Muslim League and its leaders stand
out for a sepirate sovereign State or States and will not listen to any
argument about it and will not look at any proposal that does not concede
it. The Hindu Mahasabha on the other hand, cannot bear to contemplete
a division of India and cannot discuss any scheme based on it. No
agreement as between all the parties is possible,—no agreement upon a
constitution that will set the country on the road to freedom..

The war that is still going on, and we hope, coming to an end this
year so far at least as Europe is concerned, has shown that small nations have
no security, and that without the combined and pooled resources of many
countries, great and small, and without their united and strenuous efforts,
it would be very difficult to resist the might of a great foe, well equipped -
day by day with newer engines of destruction, made possible by the
development of modern science, engines that would have been mcr_edxble
five years ago.~ Our men have incidentally had the opportunity to
take part in this war and measure themselves as against others in the
process. They have earned credit and approbation, and their service
and sacrifice have been acknowledged. If our people and their leaders
had been made to feel that they are fighting for the achievement of
their own freedom as much as for the preservation of the freedom
of others, the contribution would have been many times more than it
has been, and would have, at the same time, carried us further
forward And the relationship between the Government and the people
would not have been what it is to-day and there would have been no sense
of frustration, But the Government are content with what help they have
received and are receiving, and they see no reason to go beyond the
declaration of August 1940 and the Cripps Offer of 1942 which has been
stated still to hold. The declaration of 1940 is read by Mr. Jinnah as a
promise that no steps will be taken by the Government without his consent,
and both here and in England, it has received the name “Jinnah’s veto.”
Every effort to reach an understanding between rival parties has failed. A
solution for the deadlock is being explored by the Sapru Committee. How
that will end and what success will' attend that effort is in the lap of
the gods, - o

et me, with your leave, briefly glance at the events during the
last ten years that have landed us in this situation. As a result of persistent
demands for the status and form of government which the other Dominions
of the Commonwealth enjoy. and after eight long years of deliberation
including three Round Table Conferences in three successive years, the
British Government enacted the Government of India ‘Act, 1935. With
its numerous safeguards conceived largely in British interests, it is no
wonder that it evoked no satisfaction in the minds of the Indians. Inmy °
address in 1935, T examined the deficiencies and shortcomings of the Act,
but commended the working of the Act—no Act can be defeated by
boycott of the Councils—without at the same time abating any effort to
get the Act modified in India’s interests. The Congress was at first
reluctant but soon decided to stand for election and was returned with
varyingly large majorities in seven out of eleven Provinces. After a six
months' parley over the exercise of Governor's reserve powers, they
accepted office in the latter part of 1937 and held office for two years or
thereabouts, Within three months of acceptance of office, every Congress
Province passed a resolution rejecting the federal provisions of the
Government of India Act. The Government postponed putting those
provisions into operation, especially as the Princes had in the meanwhile
cooled down in their enthusiasm for the federation. I suppose the Political
Department was never in favour of the Princes going into the federation.
While the Congress was in office, their administration on the whole earned
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credit for eﬂiciéqcy and won the approbation of the Government of India
and even of Parliament who recognised that it was not beyond the capacity
of Indians to run democratic institutions on Parliamentary lines,

. 1am not unaware that the actions of the Congress in the course of
their _administration were not always .above criticism. I have had, on
occasions, myself to oppose their measures and criticise their actions in
strong terms. Want ol previous experience in the art of administration,
impatience in the pursvit of their laudable objects, an assured belief in
their good intentions and rightness of their methods, lack of due considera-
tion for the opinions of others, and in the face of differences, absence of
any active effort to perfuade or conciliate, or to accommodate or adjust.
were in the main their weaknesses \Whatever other charges may be laid
against them, they cannot be charged with communalism. And, to my
mind. the extreme charge of tyranny and oppression of the Muslims lacked -
justification [ take it that it expressed not so much a charge founded on
facts as a sense of deep dissatisfaction with affairs due to a combination
of circumstances for which the Congress cannot be held responsible. And
the period of their ministry was too short to justify any permanent charac-
terisation of the attitude of the Congress in the field of politics. But that
neglect of the -Congress coincided with a period of defeat and a feeling of
vexation and resentment in the minds of the Muslims. The claim of the
Congress to represent all India, including the Muslims and the attempt
directly to approach the Muslim masses were considered by Mr, Jinnah
to be a challenge to the Muslim League and to his own Jeadership and as an
atternpt to undermine their influence with the Muslims.

When the war was declared by the Viceroy in September, 1939,
without any consultation with the Congress Governments or the Congress
leaders, the Congress felt that the honour of the country was touched
and resigned office. They contrasted the treatment of the Dominions with
the treatment of themselves. While a Dominion had even to be suffered
to remain neutral, Indian representatives were not even formally consulted.

Before we pass on to the narrative of events during the war, let me
indicate the origin and growth of Muslim claim to a division of India.

When the Government of India -Act 'was passed, the idea of
dividing the country had not arisen in the minds of the Muslims, One °
statement of Sir Muhammad Igbal, the great Urdu poet, in 1930, urging
the unification of the four Provinces in North-West India was supposed
to have adumbrated a division of the country between the Muslims and
the Ilindus. That has been denied by some and explained by others as
not bearing the construction put upon it. 1 have seen in the pages of
The Statesman and the Nation two letters of Mr. Edward Thompson
stating on the authority of Sir Muhammad Igbal himself that the idea had
not his approval. In the next year, 1931, it was stated authoritatively
on behalf of the Muslims that a division was not his meaning, but if it was,
it had not their approval or acceptance. In 1933 the Cambridge pamphlet
of Chowdhary Rahmat Ali deprecated the recognition of India as a
country and objected to the very word ‘India’ in_the name of the All-
India Muslim League. The partition of India as between the Muslims and
the Hindus was his scheme. But the Muslim witnesses before the
Parliamentary Committee brushed it aside as a student’s idea,not even
seriously considered by any responsible person. Sir Mukammad Zafrulla
Khan characterised it as “chimerical and unpractical,” So that, till we
came to the Government of India Act, 1935, this idea had no support in
any responsible Muslim quarter. The argument against so serious and
disastrous a step had received no consideration in all its bearings at the
hands of those who now treat it as a claim from which there is no going
back. The first clear and decisive formulation of the claim was in 1940
‘in this very city. Books for and against the scheme have since been
written by many writers.

The Hindu Mahasabha meanwhile opposed the Muslim demands,
insisted on the indivisibility of India and required the transfer of power
" subject to all reasonable safeguards for minorities.
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As already stated, the Congress resigned as a protest .against the
Viceroy's declaration of war without previous consultation with them and
refused co-operation unless the independence of India was declare_d
forthwith and a pew constitution was framed by the Indians themselves in
a constituent assembly elected by the Indians. In 1940, as a provisional
measure until the constitution was framed, they asked for the formation
of a National Government at the centre, commanding the conﬁdepce of
all the elected elements in the Central Legislature and securing the
co-operation of the Provinces. The British Government met this by the
% August Offer ”. They repeated their promise of full Domipion Status
for India and conceded that the Indians were entitled to frame their own
constitution, But while Britian was engaged in a life and death struggle,
the setting up of a new constitution would not be undertaken. After the
war, with the least possible delay, they would invite the assembly of
representative constituent body. In the meantime they would assist any
Indian efforts to reach a friendly agreement. The Congress rejected the
offer, Mr. Jincah maintained that nothing should be done without the
prior assent of the Muslim League. The Indians distrusted the British
intentions, in which they saw the old policy of divide and rule. Thus the
controversy went on for a year. L

The fortunes of war in the east and the fall of Singapore led the
Briiish Government to send out Sir Stafford Cripps with an offer, which
has since been known by his name. Sir Stafford came with a draft
declaration which had the consent of the British Cabinet. That declaration
was intended to set out in precise terms the steps which the British
Government proposed “shall be taken for the earliest possible realisation
of self-government in India.” They proposed to create a “new Indian
Union which shall constitute a Dominion.” An elected body was to be
set up in India immediately upon the cessation of hostilities to frame a
new constitution. The Indian States were also to participate in the °
constitution-making body. It contained a clause empowering any Province
that was not prepared to accepted the new constitution to maintain its
present constitutional position, such non-acceding Provinces to have the
same status as the Indian Union. Until the constitution can be framed the
British Government must retain control of defence.

The offer was rejected by all parties but on different grounds. In
so far as it furnished the means of dividing India and envisaged the creation
of more than one Union, it was condemned and condemned rightly. The
Right Hon'ble Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, the Right Hon'ble Jayakar and the
Right Hon'ble Srinivasa Sastri and many others objected to the non-
accession proposils and declared that the creation of more than one
Union will be disastrous to the lasting interests of the country and its
integrity and security. The proposals as a whole were not accepted by
any of the parties in ndia, and Sir Stafford Cripps returned disappointed.

The Working Committee of the Congress ad'opted the * Quit
India” resolution. The Government met this with arrest and detention of
Congressmen. The detention of the leaders other than Aahatma Gandhi

continues, though many of the rank and file have been and are being

slowly released. .

What should we do ? Itis my considered opinion that we must
definitely set our face against the demand of Pakistan. The world trend
is now to unite countries in a common effort for the good of the world. It
would be the height of folly and unwisdom to think of dividing a country

now united. To create separate Sovereign States in India is to weaken
the whole country.

I may state broadly the points that require consideration by those

who have plumped for Pakistan, it seems to me, without full consideration of
the many difficulties in the way.

Division of India, if it comes about, willbe the abandonment of all
our hopes for her greatness as an Asiatic Power who, in junction with
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China, will be a bulwark of peace in Asia and so of w :
itself is a serious loss. o orld peace. That in

I'd

'I:he geographical features of the country had marked it for a great
ro}e and it has been the dream not only of the ancient Aryans of the very
soil on which we meet, but it inspired successive rulers of the country to
try to establish suzerainty over all the known kingdoms of the time and it
has inspired great rulers like Asoka, the Guptas and more recently Akbar to
attempt to bring all India under one rule.

Britain’s eﬁ’.ort ?n the same direction has at last succeeded largely
. by reason of the scientific discoveries which have annihilated distances and
rpade different parts of India neighbours one of another.

During the last one hundred and fifty years, this country has been
slowly welded into one State and what was an ancient dream has been
successfully converted into reality. We now start an idea ot division, not
more than ten years old, without fully examining its political, economic,
financial and strategical implications. The difficulties which have to be
overcome are many and too serious to be lightly passed over. The claim
for separation will prove detrimental not only to the whole country but also
to the Muslims themselves. : '

Pakistan is no solution fer the problem of minorities. The creation
of separate Sovereign States does not really get rid of the minority problem
altogether. There will be a large proportion of non-Muslims in the Muslim
areas so separated and comparatively a small proportion of Muslims in the
Hindu areas. Definite and satisfactory safeguards for the non-Muslims in
the Muslim areas are offered. If such an offer is just and fair to minorities of
over forty per centinthose Provinces, would it be impossible to devise
safeguards for the protection ot the essential cultural features of all groups
including the Muslims within a United India ?

\Vhat, again, of the expense of defence which each independent
State will have to maintain? And would the defence organised by the
separate States be adequate in the event of aggression? Will the four States
in the North-west agree to join and belong to one State? Will the Punjab
agree to look after their financial needs and requirements? Will the non-
Muslim areas in the Punjab desire to remain in an independent Muslim
State or claim to form a separate State of their own? If separate indepen-
dent States are formed and they have their own armics, will joint action
invariably result when emergencies arise? May they not be turned against
each other in a fratricidal war?

The Muslim League appeals to the principle of self-determination.
This principle is a much misunderstood one. It is a principle which, in the
nineteenth century, was appealed to as an integrating force for bringing
about the creation of single coherent nation-states, such as Germany and
Italy, out of a mass of smaller, snarling units. 1f a group of people are al-
ready included in a State along with other groups, they cannot seek to get
away from it in the name of self-determination. It is a case of secession
from an existing State to which that principle does not apply and should
not be applied. Its recognition in this sphere would lead to sheer anarchy.
It has been recognised that it is impossible to grant independence to a section
of the population unless they had a territory capable of sustaining the
economic and political frame-work of a nation.

Writers have deplored that in the twentieth century, self-determina-
tion has become a disintegrating force, which, uncontrolled, will lead to
very serious consequences for the peace of the world and for the welfare
of the nations. Here is what Walter Lippmann suys:

“1¥ilson made the mistake of identifying himself with the principle of self-deter-
mination. Forgetting Abraham Lincoln, forgetting the greatest constitutional issue
in the history of the United States, he never paused to define the difference between-
self-determination and the right of secession. To make the principle of self-determina-
tion supreme law of international life is to invite sheer anarchy. For the principle
has been and can be used to promote the dismembexment of every organised State.
None knew this better than Adolph Hitler himself. The principle of self-determina-

-
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tion was his chief instrument for enlarging the Reich.........At its worst, it rejects the
ideal of a State within which diverse peoples find justice and liberty under equal laws
and become a commonwealth, Self-determination, which has nothing to do with
self-government but has been confused with it, is barbarous and reactionary. By
sanctioning secession, it invites majorities to be intransigent and irreconcilable™.

The idea of self-determination which did appeal at one time is now .
seen as requiring control by the conception of duties. The group owes a
duty to those others who from part of the State. What they claim for
themselves they must concede to others; and self-determination in such a
case is nothing but anarchy. '

In order to support their claim to self-determination, the Muslims
urge that they are a separate nation. That claim cannot be seriously
maintained. Men of all creeds including Muslims have lived in this country
for centuries. The Muslims have lived alongside of the Hindus for eight
hundred years and more. Very largely they are the descendants of con-
verts from Hinduism. Separate nationhood is a discovery of recent years.
That discovery is to attract the phrase of national self-determination in
support of their claim. Describing others as sub-nations is to deny self-
determination to them. That converts change their nationality by conver-
sion or that those who profess the religion of the rulers at oae time should
found a claim on that fact has only to be stated to be dismissed.

Successive Viceroys have set their face against division.  Lord
Linlithgow and Lord Wavell have stressed the dangers which will beset the
country from a division of India. Even Mr. Emery, after saying that not-
withstanding differences in religions and culture, there is an underlying
unity, both geographical and racial in India, remarks that—

“There is the political unity which she has enjoyed from time to time in her
history, and which we have confirmed in far stronger fashion than any of our predeces-
sors in a unity of administration, of law, of economic development and of communi-
cations. I would say indeed that if some sort of Indian unity had not existed it would
have to be invented." ‘

%
Even among Muslims there is a large and influential section against
the division of India.

Modern problems have only stressed further this need for unity.
These problems lie mainly in the economic field and here the differences,
if any, are not between men professing different religions, but between the
rich and the poor, the landlord and the ryot, the capitalist and the labourer,
the producer and the consumer. In any future political organisation, it is
along these lines that parties are likely to be sharply divided, The econo-
mic prosperity and welfare of the people of India can be promoted effective-
ly only by pooling their resources together. This has been proved abun-
dantly in the course of this war when it was found essential for the Central
Government to take charge of the whole of India’s food problem. Even
the Indian States who tended to stress their Treaty Rights have now begun
to realise that Treaty Rights must give way to that grim necessity of pro
viding food to their starving subjects.

These considerations are not by any means exhaustive of all that
may be urged against a scheme of division of India, which has been named
Pakistan problem for its value as a slogan, Vriters who are not in favour
of a division of India say that the slogan has achieved its purpose, and it
is time that Mr. Jinnah turned to real politics. Slogans are like ancient
curses, not always recallable, When they are sent out on their mission,
they acquire a momentum of their own and do their worst and not always
stop with the achievement of the work intended. Whether Mr, Jinnah who
has so far made the concession of Pakistan a condition of any discussion,
constitutional or other, can now bring himself to put aside Pakistan and

* discuss the terms of a federal constitution is more than any one can say.
It might be a vain hope, Still, I see no harm in saying that Mr. Jinnah
who has demonstrated his power to hold up must now demonstrate his
power to solve the Indian problem. Ifit is in the power of any cne to
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persuade him, it must be jothe power of his colleagues and fellow-religionists.
The problem of Indian unity was posed firstin this Province and it must here
receive its final solution. ‘

. So far I have not touched on what the Government should do at
this juncture. The Government must declare immediately that India shall ¢
have the status of a Domipion at the end of the war. Her millions have
fought in the battlefield for the cause of the United Nations. Cripps’ offer
contained that declaration, and the answers of Sir Stafford to the questions
put to him made clear that the status of India shall be the same as that
of the other Dominions, and that India shall have the same right either
to remain within the Commonwealth or to go out of it. That declaration
must be made forthwith and implemented so far as may be, by the British"
Government. While they are devising measures for the reconstruction
of Italy, Poland and Greece, they can have no legitimate excuse for
postponing the freedom of India. The intricacy of the problems in the
countries mentioned above did not bar them from taking steps even when
the war was on. And the Indian probiem presents no features more
difficult to resolve than the problems that they are solving now elsewhere.

I should say that the Governor-General should have released the
political prisoners and -and the Congress detenus long ago, During times
of war, the Government may have to be clothed with extraordinary powers
in the interests of public security. I will concede that in the
interest of public -security, the liberty of the individual may have to be-
curtailed. But that very concession means that it is only so long as the
pubiic security demands detention, it can be justified. As soon as it
i3 reasonably clear that public security no longer demands - their detention,
the detenus ought to be released. Neither the public peace .nor the-safety
of the State any longer requires the detention of these persons, and the
continuance of their detention is wholly unjustified. They should be
immediately released Even for a solution of the present deadlock, mutual
consultations between .the members of the Working Committee of the
Congress are necessary and their continuance in goal and the refusal of
the Government to allow mutual consultations between them only added to
the difficulties in the way of finding a solution. | :

If the Muslims, the Congress and the Hindu Mahasabha and the
other parties in the- country are unable to agree upon apy satisfactory
solution, the recommendations of the Sapru Committee will, I hope, furnish’
the basis for a constitution of a United India. -As already stated, Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru has strongly urged that the integrity of India shou'd not be
broken. Subject to that one ' condition, ample safeguards -might be’
provided for protecting the culture, religion and language of the Muslims,
The Government in power cannot divest themselves legitimately  of
their responsibility of finding a peaceful solution. Sir Muhammed Zafrulla
KKhan made a valuable suggestion when he said that if within one year
after the war the political parties in India do not arrive at an agreed
solution, the British Government must devise a machinery for resolving the’
present deadlock themselves. In the recent Dvmbarton Oaks Conference,
a formula was evolved for the solution of international cenflicts by
pegotiation, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other
peaceful means, to be chosen by the parties to the conflict. Failing that,
the conflict will be referred to the Security Council. . Though this formula
deals only witlr international cooflicts, its principles may be applied for
resolving the Indian deadlock.

The Native States are intimately bound up with British India. The
peoples of British India and the Indian States are linked trcetherina
number of ways. The economic position of the States is bound up with
that of British India. - The interdependencc was brought to the fore when’
famine in Travancore and Cochin had to be averted by the distribution
of food from British India. In the Round Table Conference the States
agreed- ta come into the federation.- Subsequently their enthusiasm-cooled
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down. In the new coastitution they must be brought in and made part
of the federation. ~ ;

The time has come now when the States should have represens
tative governments, and the peoples of the States should. be given their
due share in a popular government. In the Federal Legislature, not .
oaly the rulers of the States but also the subjects of the States should be

represented. '

It has been acknowledged on all hands that the economic position
of India requires considerable improvement. The general poverty of the.
masses and the low standard of their life are well-known. The war has
enabled us to see .in-how many directions the improvement of the country
requires to be made. e have knowa of the great’ strides which England,
has made in several spheres of life. The industrialisation of the country:
is a matter of primary importance. The improvement of its agriculture
demands no less attention. There have been many plans drawn up or
in the process of being drawn up. [ will not attempt to assess their exact
value. The plans involve expenditure in astronomical figures; how they’
can be worked out is a matter for the experts to consider. But all agree:
that without a national government it will be impossible to put into e,ffe_ct"-
any large-scale plan of economic policy. Here again the .conclusion is:
forced on us that for the industrialisation of India, for the relief of poverty,,
disease and unemplovment among the masses and for many other large-
scale programmes like sanitation, transport, etc, it is necessary that
there should be a united India pooling her intelligence and her resources
in one concerted attempt to raise the standard of life of her people.

In the economic sphere, the picture is gloomy. The war has
involved the masses in untold suffering and left them without the elemen-
tary needs of life. The tragedy of the Bengal famine is only an. extreme
manifestation of the general distress prevailing in the country, Food’
consumption in Britain and in U.S.A. stood at a high level, Britain main-
taining her essential standard and U.S.A. even improving upon it. Though r’
free from the direct ravages of war, India did not maintain the production’
of essential goods and the result was food famine, cloth famine, and famine:
of every kind. India will be a striking contrast to Australia and Canada,
{f we compare their economic development. The rate of development of-
other than war industries is pitifully small in India, and estimated at ten to
fifteen per cent.. : : ' : e

Trade and industry have suffered under controls not properly’
framed nor efficiently administered, and black markets have flourished,’
Prices have been fixed in ignorance of basic facts and without adequate’
appreciation of local costs of production. Goods required for domestic'
consumption were allowed to be exported. Imports of raw material, plant-
and machinery were not facilitated. Inadequate facilities were given for’
the development of essential industries. ' B .

The preparation for reconversion to peace economy and recon-:
struction is disappointing. Sir Ardeshir Dalal,-the member tor ' Planning,
{s just taking it on hand. The Government have promised large-scale.
{ndustrialisation after the war and have constituted industrial panels and
are making arrangements for technical training etc. But the immediate
needs of reconversion of Indian economy have not been adequately met,
The tax burden on ipdustry has been crushing and thecost of rehabili~
tating industnial plant and machinery will be heavy, but tax allowances
for the purpose are-meagre. In Britain and U.S.A. productive capacity
§s even now turned over to peace production; so that their industries may
be ready to capture the export markets of the world. But in India the
output of domestic . industry is appropriated for war purposes, while
jmports are allowed to meet the civilian needs. This  will have most
injurious effects on domestic industries, While the foreign manufacturer
is enabled, even while the war is’ on, to establish valuable contacts in the
Indian markets, the domestic manufacturer, in the name of war eflort, is
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made to lose contact with the consumers in his own country. In the

rcsu}t, he will, after the war, have to face the established competition of
foreign producers. :

. On another aspect of reconversion -also, present policy needs
change. The productive effort of the country has to be stepped up consider=
ably even now, if the arrears of the last five years have to be made up ; but
the Government postpone every scheme of development to the post-war
period. They do not realise that immediate addition to the capital equip-

shent of the country will help the war effort against Japan, besides serving
India’s own peace needs, '

The post-war plans of India are so dependent on our sterling
balances and yet this question has not been seriously taken up for negotia-
tion. At the end of March, 1945, the sterling balances with the Reserve
Bank of India are expected to be of the order of over one thousand millions
sterling. Britain may ultimately repay her debts to India, but that will
not serve our needs, Our external finance will be sorely needed immedi-
ately after the war for buying capital goods, but it is to be feared that,
just then Britain will not be able to pay. We have been told that the
balances will not be available within five to ten years after the war. This
is not a position that India can accept. Arrangement must be made
for India’s planning needs. If Britain is not able to supply herself, she must.
allow India to convert her credits into other currencies. The policy.
behind the Bretton Woods scheme excluding India’s sterling assets from.
multilateral currency circuit is wrong. Britain should set apart some:
portion of the dollar credit she is getting from the U, S. A. for India's
immediate use,

The war has almost come to an end and India’s reconversion and.
reconstruction requirements’ demand that all her current dcllar earnings.
are reserved for immediate purchase of plant and Machinery from U. S. A,
Comparatively small amounts are provided out of the so-called Dollar.
Fund for the years 1944-45 and 1945-46, The time has now come for
India withdrawing from the Dollar pool as the dollar position of the,
‘Empire has considerably eased according to Government’s own admission,
and there should be no objection to this. . :

v Another important*aspect of post-war planning relates to the'
commercial safeguards in the Government of India Act. In the last twenty
years there has been an alarming influx of foreign companies into India,
competing with and killing India’s enterprises. Under the provisions
referred to, any British concern can operate in India unhindered and can
enjoy all fiscal and other privileges. I considered these clauses in my
last address and the Right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri characterised these,
clauses as blackmail. One section of the Act provides for a convention,
In any future constitution, there will be no protection for British
interests in India. It will be left for negotiations with the future
Government of India. That was made clear by Sir Stafford Cripps
and Mr. Amery among others, It is gratifying that the Government:
of India bave taken it up and a convention will be arrived at whereby
Indian interests will be safeguarded in industrial planning, without leaving
it over until the final constitutional settlement has been reached. It
may- be hoped that Britain will recognise India’s economic aspirations
and stand by her pledges. The Government of India have bebind
them - the unanimous opinion of the people and must take a firm
line.” The sincerity of Britain’s promise to help India’s economic develops
ments and her willingness to part with power would be tested by her
action in' this matter, Her .assent to the abrogation of these unfair
provisions of the Government of India Act will be one step in assuring this
country that she is willing to part with political power.

: f"Tiie;';alight of "Indians m the Colonies, and especially in South
Africa, .deserves our active sympathy and help. Their ancestors were



13

speclally taken, to develop the colony. They settled-there and most
Indians of this generation were born in that country, and to them India -
isa strange land. They have not -become a part of South- Africa with
rights of citizenship. When they become entitled to rights -of citizenship
like any South African, ourinterest in their political welfare may cease.
Till then it must remain part of our national concern. There must be an .
empire citizenship. It is a tragic irony that while the U. S. A. is willing
to admit Indians on a quota system and give them rights of citizenship, -
South Africa should deny that right to the Indians settled there, The
Government of India should take such steps. as might be necessary to
protect them, and the British Government should see to it that this
grave injustice is remedied and further embitterment averted, -~ -

Recruitment in the services just now has an alarming aspect and
needs our close attention. It is regrettable that the process of Indianisa<
tion in the services has .not been accelerated.. The recruitment in the
officers’ cadre in the army is still disappointing. The Foreign and
Political Departments are still largely kept a close preserve. of the
British. A large number of Europeans who have been recruited in the
key services during the last six years lead Indians "to
suspect that a foundation is being laid for decades of domination. No
change in the composition of the services till a new constitution is agreed
to is spurious and untenable as an explanation. Hear the statement of
Mr. Moon who had recently to resign from the Indian Civil Service in
the Province : . ‘ : :

. * Whether India . elects to remain a willing partner in the British Common.
- wealth or whether she turns away in anger, there will be little room left for
Englishmen as administrators or as political advisers, Technical and Scien-

tific experts, specialists of all kinds, will be needed in plenty. Butitis
improbable that India will desire or require any more non-specialist officers

such as are found in the Indian Civil Service and Indian Police, Even those

who are slready there, if they are without faith in or affection for the
people of India,—and there are many such,—~would be best removed. - For

they will do no good to England or to India.” N .

A final word before I close. The international world . actson the’
maxim, “each for himself and the devil take.the hind-most)’ Adven-
turous European nations unfavoured of Nature set out in quest of fortune
and founded empires. Imperialism is no longer consistent with democracy.
It has been proclaimed time and again that’ the war aim of the Allies is
to make the world safe for democracy. It may be that the need for
» change of Imperial notions is being recognised by the leading thinkers
of the world. But habits formed die hard. France and Holland are
still thinking of gaining lost ground in Asia and resuming their sway..
Britain will regain Burma, but will not make . any promise of self-govern-
ment. The excuse of internal differences too deep for self-rule isnot
available in the case of Burma. It is not :that the world cannot settle
down, each on its own,—Norway, Sweden. Denmark and Switzerland
show the way for honest and efficient lives. As Mr.Sumner Welles
puts.it: ‘ - .

\

“1 believe that these new forces. of Nationalism . can successfully be eanalised
into peaceful and constructive channels, only if the powers of the world in a
future internationsl organisation are willing to adopt the basic principle
that ,no nation possesses the inherent and unlimjted right to dominate alien -
peoples.”

There will be no peace so long as imperialism lasts,

_ As for Britain's attitude to the future of India, words promise, but -
action denies. Words uttered in adversity are forgotten on the turn of
the wheel of fortune, Conduct seems to reinforce the assertion ‘what we
have, we hold’. But some leaders of thought in England have deplored
this attifude and have urged the need for giving independence to India.

JAu independent India will be an asset even in the present war against
apan. '
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'Everything plainly indicates the need ‘or unity and united effort of
all parties in India, - None but the wilfully blind can fail to see it. There
is an ancient exhortation in the most ancient book of this, or any land,
belonging to the very soil on which "we stand to-day, by one of those

- ancient seers who were prophets, priests, patriots and politicians, all in
~ one. It must be unfamiliar to most in its own vastly changed birth-place.
But J venture to intone it, fully conscious of the temerity of what I do.
I pray you to be patient while I do it, and I will redeem the rashness by
translating it to you in the strange, but now more familiar language in
- which I address you," : S -
% San gacchadhvam sam vadadhvam
o Sam vo mansmsi janatam "
~= " " Deva bbagam yatha purve .
* “ Sanjanana upasate '

Samanam mantrah samitih samani

Samanam mansh saha cittam esham

Ssmanam mantram abhi mantraye vah

Samanena vo havisha jubomi

Ssmani vah akutih

‘Samana hrdayani vah
Samaram astu vo manah
" Yatha vah susabasati,”
~ These are the last there verses of the Rig Veda.
e Here is the translation by F. H. Wilson : -
. *Meet together, talk together, - - -
. May your heaxts apprehend alike
Even as the ancient gods _
<. Concurring aceepted their portion (of the sacrifice), -
_Common be the prayer of these, common be their acquirement,
Common be their purpose, associated be their thoughts,
I repeat for you a common prayer, - - )
- 1 offer for you a common-cblation. ' '
' Common be your intention, . - R )
Common be the wishes of your hearts. a ' ‘
. Common be your thoughts, R

3

So that there may be complete union unéng you."

) This deserves to be the common prayer of the land and deserves to
be translated iato all its langyages. Its fervour and its lifting rhythm and -
music can be reproduced by an Igbal for the Muslims in their admirable

" language so expressive of majesty and power”, v

”

- -

' [Proceedings of the Session] _
.Chairman :—Ladies and gentlemen. 1move the first resolution on
the agenda which is as follows i~ _ ‘ ‘
“The National Liberal Federation of India has learnt with deep sorrow the sad
. news of the death of Dewan Bahadur Raja Narendra Nath who was an outstanding
* personality in the publie life of the Punjab for over a generation and generous friend
and supporter of the Liberal cause. Inhim India has lost a public man of rare gift
and charm who had rendered valuable services to the country.
The Federation also placed on record its great sense of loss at the sad deaths of
Dr. Rajeshwar Bali, R. B, Bhagwati Saran Singh and Dr, S, P. Sanyal who were all
prominent members of the Federation and its Council and rendered valuable services
to the Liberal Party and to the country. -
The Federation conveys its heartfelt sympathies and condolences to the families
of the deceased in their sad bereavement. - '

The resolution was unanimously carried

. °  Chairman:~The next resolution which [ am putting from the
Chair is == : : ,

“The Nationa] Libera! Federation of India expresses its great satisfaction at the

. _success of the Allied arms on all the fronts and at the splendid contribution made -to

it by the Indian forces by their acknowledged valour and heroism in the various



1§
theatres of war and hopes that complete victary will soan crown their afforta,®”
The resolution was unanimously carried.

Maulana Syed Habib :—Mr, President and comrades. The resolu=-
tion that I am required to move reads thus :— .

“The Federation delores the continuance of the political deadlock in India and
regrets that the Government of India have not yet released all the members of the
Congress Working Committee and the other Congress leaders so as to enable them to
make their contribution to the satisfactory solution of the Indian problem.”

Friends, when after a number of years—whatever the limit—India has
ceased to be a part of the British Empire and the subjugation is ended
and the historian writes that a handful of people from six thousand miles
came and governed forty crores of people, he will be dubbed as a fiction
writer instead of a history writer. Great as has been the achievements
of the British in governing us physically their greatest glory and our great-
est shame lies in the fact'that we have not been able to evolve to this day .
a lingua-franca of our own. In interprovincial gatherings we think, write
and speak in English. You will excuse me, friends; if I elect to address you
in Hindustani (Maulana Syed Habib then spoke in Hindustani) When the
War started, Great Britain, which 1is . in possession _of India,
announced on behalf of India, for its own sake, that India
was in the War. 1 can say from the platform of this Federation that
nobody in India wanted to side -with the two powers, namely, Germany
and Japan. It was, therefore, the right of India when there were legisla~
tures functioning, to declare war on befalf of India after this matter was
considered in all the provincial legislatures and in the Central Legislative -
Assembly, If that course were adopted, there would have been great, .
" moral, economic and physical effort and there would have been whole-
hearted support of India for the prosecution of the war, The responsibili- -
ty for the ravages caused by this- war are due to Great Britain which has
not given any chance to India for a complete war effort. If Great Britain
had allowed the Congress to fight, then the result would have been quite
different. For this reason the Congress, as a matter of protest, asked
its ministries in various provinces to resign and rule under. Section 93 of
the Government of India Act 1935 started in the provinces. From that
time till the present moment the government are ruling by meansof
ordinances and controls. Not only India but the whole world has eried
out, even those powers who are allies of Great Britain, such as America,
and asked the Britishers to finish with such a'rule. Itis a fact that after .
great sacrifices it is now being realised that victory would have been
easier if India had been allowed the chance to join of its own accord and
had been allowed to pull its full weight in the prosecution of the war.
By means of this resolution it is sought that this political - deadlock should .
end once for all. The British authoritities say that -this would . happen
only when the Congress says that they take back their resolution
of August 1942. The question is, who should take back that reso~’
lution? We, you or the Congress people outside should take it? No. -
The only body which can do so is the Working Committee of the Indian
National Congress, It is rather strange to expect withdrawal of the
resolution from the members of the Congress Working Committee while
they are in jail, while they are not allowed to meet anybody. Today the
name of India is connected with Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandbi has
allowed the Congress to form its own ministry in the North West Frontier
Province. He has declared that he does not want Civil Disobedience and
he has more than once, by his actions and by his words, made it. perfectly
- Clear that he does not want any trouble to start in India. If those in power
in New Delhi are honest, they should realise that the Congress policy
is being framed on the lines on which they—the authorities—want it and
therefore, those in power should move a step forward and release the
leaders. To say to the Congress that their sympathies were with the
enemy countries is such a dirty thing that it should not be uttered by any
self-respecting person. The Congress doesnot want the possession of
India either by Great Britain or anybody else. If I am against Pakistan’
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It {s because 1 want that there should ba the rule of Iniians fn ladia. ‘If
Afghgmstan and Iran attain power and direct their attention towards India
then it should be realised that there are more Muslims here who would
oppose them. (CRheers) Under these circumstances to say that weé were
prepared to welf:ome Japan is nothing but scandalous. Japan has learnt
. the lesson that in the name of ‘so-called freedom’ the world cannot be made
aslave. . Egtenswe propaganda is being carried on in the Punjab that the
political prisoners are in great comfort here. When I was in the Lahore
- Central Jail—I have experience of ten years' jail life, last time I was there
+ for three years and | hope that | will be there again (Hear, hear)—1 met
‘there a professor who was very much tired and run down due to heat.
I had my own fan which I switched on and I asked my convict cook to
bring tea and toast for him., \When he had it he said to me, “I thought
. there is great trouble in jail but I.find that there is great comfort over
here.” I said, “Professor Sahib, why don't you also come over here{”
(Laughter) 1f Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru is in jail and if he is given good
things, then is it the price of Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru's life in jail? The
comforts provided in jails to the European class thieves, dacoits and other
bad characters are more costly than those provided to political prisoners.
When in jail I was paid Rs. 1-4-0 per diem while the fuel alone would cost
me ten annas, Our precious ones are in prisons and I press that they
should be released forthwith.. With these few words I place the resolution
before you for being passed- ~

- .. Mr. P.K. Rao—Friends, I wish I could follow my predecessor
both in the matter of language and eloquence. 1 confess, however, that
1 would not be able to do either of them and I, therefore, speak in English
in support of the resolution which he has moved. In the first place, I am
glad that our President has given priority to this resolution. It seemsish
me that without . this resolution the second one regarding the political
situattion would not be very relevant. The release of the politicalpriso to .
is essential to any political solution in this country, You will notice thaical

- resolution is drafted in very moderate terms. We are moderates andners
always use very moderate language but we weigh our words. 1tis the

- with regard to our patriotism that we are not moderates and we art we
good as extremists, as anybody else, but our language is deliberately
moderately worded. It does not convey tothe full the feelings which we have
on the subject. I do pot think we can too strongly condemn the continued
detention of the political prisoners in jails. Among the Liberals, opinion
was unanimous at the time the Congress resolution was passed that the
Congress was not prudent in passing the August 1942 resolution but even
then there were people, and I count myself among them, who doubted
the wisdom of Government in arresting these people wholesale and
incarcerating them. It was extremely unwise of the Government to have -
done so. I believe there had not been sufficient justification for them to
do so. [t seems that their continued detention now is wholly unjustifiable,
Even if there was apprehension at the time that the war-effort might be
" disturbed by these people, now, after so many years, when the war
situation h®s eased, for anybody ta pretend that the.release of all these
Congress le3ders is going to disturb the peace of the country and will
- hamper the war-effort is nothing but moonshine. It seems to me that the
real purpose of continued detention of these people is not so much to keep
peace and security of the country as to humiliate these people: Because
of that we resent the action of the Government, motivated, as it is by tuse

. -idea of humiliating the Congress men and breaking their morale and spirht.
. That is something which we shall not sympathise with. We will not likie
it done by anybody to anybody in the world. Later on we will come
to another resolution in which we say that even the vanquished in  the war
should not be so treated. Humiliation and vengeance will only provoke
__greater bitterness. We in this country feel bitterly icdeed at the way
the Government had been treating these persons. Ican say that their

. incarceration and their treatment in jails makes the blood even of Liberals
‘to.boil. There is no justitication whatever egcept, as ! said, vengeance

-
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and the desire to crush the public-spirited persons of this country. To -
that we caannot be a party, and today we believe that, even if there were
any justification for imprisoning them- in 1942, that justification does not
exist any longer, and they ought to be released immediately. Not only justice
demands it but the future progress of India depends upon it. The
Congress-men should be there in order to help us to solve the difficulties -
that we are faced with and their representatives should be present at the
Peace Conference and they should take a hand in the post-war develop-
ment of this country. For all these purposes we believe that the Congress
people should be released at once so that they may be able to take their
part in the public life of the countrv... (Chaers). | . . = .- - — .y
¢ e O sarnff SupsoTuid e IR LT Uil be U Yo :30
=" “’Chairman: Ladies and gentlemen, the next resolution with regard
to political situation, will be moved by Mr, B.L. Rallia Ram. ~

Mr, B.L. Rallia Ram': Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, the
resolution which has been entrusted to me is an.important one.
It deals with the political situation and is in three parts. It is as
follows :~— ' -

-

“(a) While adhering to its opposition to any division of India
into Hindustan and Pakistan, the Federation is of opinion
that without prejudice to the different view points on
controversial issues relating to the ultimate form of the
future Indian Constitution, the Congress, the Muslim League,
the Hindu Maha Sabha and other important political parties
and interests should, during the period of the war, unite
and cooperate with a view to the formation of national
government both at the centre and the provinces and urges
on the British Government the necessity of forming such a
government at the centre and treating it on the same footing
as a Dominion Government. The Federation is convinced
that the formation of such government would help to clear
away misunderstandings and promote mutval confidence
and lead to the solution of many urgent and important
domestic problems pertaining to national economy of the
country.* : :

(b) The Federation deprecates the policy of the British Govern-
ment in assuming the role of passive spectators and presses
upon it the obligation actively to participate in the solution

_of the present political deadlock and in taking constructive
steps to promote the establishment of National Government
both at. the centre and in the provinces composed of

* important political parties and interests,

(c) The Federation urges the British Government to announce
without delay that they would be prepared to implement
their promises to India on the basis of an agrcement
between the various' political parties and interests or
in the absence of such agreement if necessary by themselves
enacting A Dominion constitution for India"within one year of
the cessation of hostilities.” '

As 1 have already pointed out, this resolution deals with
several important issues. All these issues, however, are identical
and form links in one and the same chain. It has therefore been
considered desirable that all these issues should be dealt with by one
reso'ution, so that we may have a complete picture. The priaciple undere
lying this resolution I may venture to say, is the basis of agreement between
all the Indians. There is no difference of opinion anywhere-—perhaps
barring a few exceptions which prove the rule—that the time has now
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‘come when' any further postponement of Indian self-government is going
‘to be greatly prejudicial to the future development of this country and
that every hour that is passed under the present ¢onstitution is detrimental
to the best lnterests of this nation. On that we are fundamentally agreed,
whether we are Congressmen, or the members of the National Federation,
‘or of the Hindu Maha Sabha or of the Muslim League, In fact all the parties
_are united in their demand that*the Indian Self-Government is no longer
postponed in the interest of India. If we do not get full self-government
. within a short time and peace were concluded and at the peace table
India is represented by pseudo representatives, you know what will happen.
Therefore, it is most important that at the peace conference India . should
.berepresented by its own accredited leaders and that they should find
an honourable place in any and ‘every international conference. If this
does not happen, then the injury done to the interests of this country will
be very grave indeed. Therefore, we must make every effort to see that
.our demand is conceded as early as possible. '

The first part of ‘the resolution relates to the formation of a
National Government, which is immediately wanted. We can understand
some people saying that we cannot forge a new constitution at the present
"time and that we should wait for 2 or 3 years till the war is over and till
the machinery is settled by which a new constitution can be built. But the
circumstances are such that we cannot. wait eyen for a day for the
formation of a National Government because the sooner we come into
power, the better for our nation, The Government has told us that as
soon as an agreement is reached between the various parties, they would
- be prepared to concede to this demand. Efforts have been made to come
" to agreement but they have not succeeded 1 need not go into the history
" as to why those efforts have not come to fruition Butit iy incumbent
upon the nation to reconsider its position and make new efforts till success

" in achieved. R

- But we go further ; in the second part of the resolution we say
“that the Government cannot take advantage of the position of this kind
and say, we have no responsibility. What the British Government has
so far done is simply this : it has said, ‘agree between yourselves, and if
you do not agree, then remain where you are.' Well, that may beto a
certain extent a logical position, but at the same time can a Governmert,
which considers itself responsible for the welfare of India, say, “we have-
no responsibility.” They do not hesitate to solve such problems when
it suits the government. ¥n the past, when the parties did n>t agree even in
England, what did the Government do.? Did they say to Ireland
that unless agreement is arrived at between the parties there, she would
not get Dominion Status ? Government did not evade its responsibility,
but it said that it would solve the prublem for them. I fully realise that
the Government is notin a position to make final solution for India, and
if a solution is made by the Government, it may not be acceptable to
this country and also it may not be in the best interests of the country.
But the point is that government cannot simply say “we have no responsi-
. bility.”* I submit that Goverument has a responsibility and it is the duty
of the Government to find out the mind of the country.. To-day, they
have the resources for doing so, they should go to the rightpeople. But
if they,purposely ‘go to the wrong people. then naturally they will never
be able to tind out what India wants. They know who the right people
are, the pcople with great influence, So, there is no reason why they .
should not be able to find out a solution of this problem. . We, therefore, in
. this resolution, in the first place, appeal to the various political parties to
make a sincere effort to come to some agreement., This Federation has
always been against the solution which has been offered by way of Pakis-
tan, Butin this particular resolution there is a loophole, that is, we have
said, in the secona place, that we are not anticipating as what will -happen
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in the future. When the time comes all parties should unite and cooperate
on an honourable basis so that a National Government may come iato exis-
_tence Itis further hoped and believed that by this very process, they
. will come to understand each other and they will, perhaps, have a deeper
understanding of the minds of each other and thus this step may .pave the
way for India to have a rightful place in the economic and political world
which will come into being after the war. : . -

In the third place we are asking that Government should make
a declaration, Of course, the Government will say, “We have made
several declarations and have said that as soon as.an agreement is
reached, you shall have what you want.” = They know that so long as the
actual time does not come, the people will continue to fight for .
power. Once the Indians know that within a measureable time, the
Indian self-Government will be a reality, then the solution will be much
easier because the people wiil recognlse that the respoasibility is now to
be thrown upon them. As a matter of fact, at the present time, if you. go
anywhere you will find that generally people do not believe that the self-
Government is going to bz conceded. That is after all human.- -Self-
Government is very seldom conceded. it is always to be won.

I hope that this resolution will receive your full consent. There
may be one thing to which you may not agree and it is about the use of
the word ‘dominion,” It means,- a unit which has full-self-governing
right of remaining in or remaining. out of. the British Empire.
If it is vpossible to remain in, then : we should - remain
there as an honourable partner, as an equal paitner and as a partner who
is in nb way inferior to any other partner, me must have equal rights of
contribution towards the world security, and have equal rights and place in
the econo nic world. Ther2 are always advantages in remaining as an equal
pirtner within the British Empire. The Liberals have always been realists
and they rather like to take those steps which are possible to take and then
think of pure ideals, which have no chance of being realised.- L.

: This is the advice which our President also gave us. . [ say that
our slogan should be that we will gladly receive what is offered but
we cannot be satisfied with it.- We should say you are giving us this, we
wiil take it but we want more. You are giving us one pice out of a rupee
we will have one pice but we propose to claim the balance as well.”  This
resolution therefore is realistic in that sense,  We think that at the present
tim¢ dominion status is not only a possibility but an absolute necessity.
We shall takeit. If we find thatit does not give us what we expect,,
we will struggle for complete independance. With these words I. commend
this resolution for your acceptance. : L o
PRINCIPAL C, L. ANAND : Mr, Chairman, ladies and gentlemen :
[ have great pleasure in supporting the resolution which has just been
moved by my friend Mr Rallia Ram. The wording of this resolution js
that India should have national government during the war and dominion
status within one year of the termination of hostilities, with the agreement
of political parties, if practicable, and without the agreement if agrecment
is not possible  Sir, it was in 1917 that His Magesty’s Government gave
a pledge to this country for the establishment of a responsible system
of government. Twenty-eight yearshave passed and India is still a de-
pendency, We are often told that political parties all over the world have
thg:ir slogans and have their stunts ; but it is hardly a fair position for the
British Government, who are the trustees of the interests of hundreds
of millions of people of this country, to resort to any slogan. \Vhenever
this country has asked for the reforms and progress in the course of war-
on lines of Natjonal Government we have been asked to produce an agree-
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ment, A condition precedent of that kind, however, has no support in the
history of Indian constitutional reforms The declaration giving a pledge
to India of responsible government was made in 1917 and no such con-
dition precedent of an agreed constitution was inserted in that. When the
Constitutiont Act of 1919 was passed, and its Preamble defined the accepted
policy of reforms in relation to constitutional progress in this country, no
such condition of an agreed constitution was inserted in the Preamble,
When the Constitution Act of 1935 was passed nothing of the kind was
inserted in that great measure. The British Parliament has had occasions
to pass Acts of constitutional reforms on numerous occasions in relation to
this country, but there was not asingle occasion when the reforms were
made on the basis of the consent of the people of - this country or on the
“basis of any agreed plan presented by the political parties of this country.
This position that India should give an agreed constitution is unprecedented
in the history of Indian constitutional reforms, and it merely means that
‘the government are playing the obstructive role whichis not a right position
for the British Parliament to adopt after all these pledges were given to
India in these declarations and the statute. Sir,-before 1917 this position
could have.been taken up that the Indian partiesshould come up with an
agreed solutionin order to effect reforms in this country, This position
cannot be taken up after the year 1917 because in 1917 the British Parlia-
ment accepted a definite policy in relation to this country, that policy
being the establishment of responsible government in India as. an
integral part of the British Empire. Having accepted that policy
~and having stated later on that this responsible government means
" dominion status, and having repeated these pledges on so many occasions
'itis out of place to-day to say ‘‘come up with an agreed solution.” , The
"policy is already defined. India is-to have responsible government and
dominion status, and having defined that policy now they should confer
responsible government and dominion status on Indja. Is it possible to
imagine that in a vast country like India with a great magnitude of its
‘territory and with hundreds of millions of its population, with numerous
provinces and provincial governments, with' nearly 600 Indian States and
with such vested interests, we could evolve an ~ agreed constitution for
this country. It means thatso long as this kind of demand persists it
should not be considered as surprising if the critics say that the British -
‘government is not acting bone fide in the fulfilment of the pledges given
to this country since 1917, After all what are these political parties whose
agreement is demanded § The chief political parties are the Indian
National Congress and the Muslim League. Do they constitute the
whole political life of this country? Are there not hundreds
* of millions of people who are not attached toany political party in this
country ? Should they be ignored? Are there not millions of people
in this country who are cooperating with the government in working the
reforms ? Are there not millions of people who are rendering services on
the civil as on the military side in the prosecution of war? Are they to
be ignored and are their wishes to be ignored in this country ?  Are' they
not entitled to be heard ? The agreed solution is demanded only from these
two great parties, the Muslim League and the Congress. I do not in any
way say that they are not the chief political parties in the country. They
are the chief political parties and they are best organised parties, but there
are millions of people who are outside the ranksof these parties : their
position could not be ignored by the British Government. It should go
ahead with the scheme of reforms. | may mention that if this demand of
an agreed constitution had not been put forward there would not have
been that bargaining tendency among the .political parties in the country
which we find today. As amatter of fact this bargaining tendency and
the pitching of their demands to a higher levelis the practical result of
this position which has been taken up by the British government that we
should come up with an agreed constitution. I, therefore, consider that
under this condition which has been put.forward there shall be no further
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advance in our constitution and that India will not have national govern=
ment unless an agreed constitution comes and India will not have do-
minion status unless an agreed constitution is put forward, thatis not a
satisfactory solution of the Indian problem, and the people of the country
are not satisfied with that kind of position. I have great pleasure in
sypporting this resolution which my friend Mr. Rallia Ram has put forward.
India is entitled to claim national government during the war and dominion
status within one year of the termination of hostilities, whether there is
agreement between the political parties or not. (cheers)

Mr. M. D, Altekar:—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen: You
have listened to two eloquent speeches showing why this resolution should
be passed. [ will not take much of your time but | will only draw your
attention to the three important parts of the resoluticn. Our object is
that there should be national governmentin India- even during the war:
we do not want to wait for the reforms till after the war. With this object in
view there are three different requests made in the three parts of the
resolution, In the first place we ask all parties to unite and co-operate
with a view to establishing national government in this country. In the
second part we ask the British Government not to be passive spectators
to whatis going on here but be active helpers in the cause of this country.
In the third section we ask the British Government to announce without delay
that they would be prepared to implement their promises to India on the.

" basis of an agreement. between the various political parties and interests or
in the absence of ssuch agreement if necessary by themselves enacting -
a Dominion constitution for India within ome year of the cessation of"
hostilities. : .

Just now my friend Principal Anand has referred to the demand for
an agreed solution, I think it was . an evil day for this country when any
of us agreed to the proposal of an agreed solution. Agreed solutions are
impossible when there is a powerful third party to disturb them now and
then, Consequently this demand on the part of that powerful party for
an agreed solution is surprising if not insulting. Suppose the British
Government declare tomorrow—we do not wish they should - declare—~that
within one year of the war, after taking their bag and baggage, they are
going to leave this country, an agreed solution willbe very much possible
rather than to-day. Therefore this demand for an agreed solutionis an
amazing one. Well, since the demand has been made aad since some of
us are busy in trying to arrive at an agreement inspite of the disappoint=
ments in that direction more than once, we request the political parties to
unite and to co operate for such an agreed solution. After,all for hundreds
of years we have been living in this country together: we were born
here and will die here. Whatever we want can be accomplished only
in this country, Whether we are Hindus, Muslims or any other com-
munity this country is ours. We belong to this country. In the common
interest of our great country we should unite and co-operate. The whole
conception of the establishment of national government in India was to
develop this unity in this country and to make one country of this great
continent, Itseems tome quite strange that after 60 years or more of
the existence of the Congress and other political parties we should be
thinking of dividing this country by applying various methods and not
talk of a nation as far as this country is concerned. Therefore we appeal
to the political parties to unite and co-operate, Then we appeal to the
B{xtxsh'Government not to be indifferent spectators. In fact the whole
thing is becoming a joke when the British get up and say “we are ready
to part with power but give us an agreed solution.” People who profess
that they are prepared to part with power at the present moment do not
really want to part with power : they want to remain in power ; and this
demanc_l for an agreed solution is an excuse for not parting with power,
The British people cadnot remain indifferent spectators to what is going on
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in " this ‘courdtry, ./ Therefore/ in" the 'third part  we request for.a
‘solutioh by herself with or without any ' agreement. and "declare dominion
status. - They have great experience in democracy and in framing con-
situtions based on dominion status, Let them put that constitution into
operation as soon as possible. The crux of the present political ‘position

is that the Englishman generally speaking is not deploring the position:
that has developed in this country. It appears to me that he is exulting
over it, but his exulting does not show the best side of the British people.’
Why they are exulting when they go about lecturing to the whole world
about their intentions to make the whole world democratic and when they

are pretending that they are fighting this war to make the world . safe for
democracy and freedom ? We want to be convinced that you are fighting for
democracy and we will be convinced about it when you declare as soon as
possible that your real-intention is to give immediate dominion status to
-this country. - These are ordinary things which we must keep before us.
Before 1conclude my speech I earnestly hope that the political parties in
this country will come together and by coming together they will under-
stand each other better. It is no use for the heads of each party to talk
and do nothing else. We are men and not demi-gods. Men are human-beings
and human teings always prosper by coming together. Let them come
-together. Let there be an agreement between different parties.- Let the
people feel that they belong to one country and pull on together (cheers.) .

The resolution was put to vote and carried. .
'Mr. Shrofr:-l-Wh?faboutRule 4 (c)? .

Prof. M. D. Altekar.:~We passed that rule keeping in view some
special cases. There are provinces where there are Liberal Associations
‘for instance the Punjalyhas now been added: ‘to them. There are others
where there are. no Associations, for. example, DBihar .and. Orissa.
It was "~ suggested/ .that , people who come from = those
‘provinces . where / ‘there are 'no regular Associations should
‘be nominated as mfmbers directly under certain conditions. That
was why that Rule fwas framed. My friend, Mr. Shroff comes from Bombay
and it is open to him to come to the Council through the Bombay Asso-

ciation.

~pOST WAR DEVELOPMENT |

. Sardar P S. Sédhbans == Mr. President, Brother Deiegates,
-Ladies and Gentlemen, the resolution that I have to move runs—

The Federation welcomes the steps so far taken by the Honourable Sir Ardeshir
Dalal, Planning and Development Member of the Government of India, with
respect to post war development and trusts that he will be successful in
persuading the Governments of the Provinees and the States to follow a vigor-
ous, uniform and coordinated ’policy for the whole of India as one economic

unit.
The Federstion urges that the provisions of the Government of India Act prohibit-
ing discriminations against foreign companies for the legitimate protection of
Indian industry are unfair and should be repealed and trusts that the Govern-
ment of India will soon secure the desired freedom in that respect. s

" Sir Ardeshir Dalal was one of the Committee who.prepared the
Bombay plan. The Bombay plan is already before the country and you
all know that it is a plan which if putinto operation will bring heavens in

- India. India has got vast resources but -these resources are not fully
"developed and that is so because we Indians have no control. In the plan
it has been suggested that the economic reconstruction of the country
“ can only be done satisfactorily when there is a National Goverpment at the
centre. Sir Ardeshir Dalal when he was here during October last dis-
cussed various points with regard to the post war planning with the
‘Indian Chamber of Commerce. There he stated that he had accepted
“the Membership of the Executive Council of the Viceroy because he thought
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that the Dritish Government  had -determined to’have. that plan. operated:
in the interests of the country. . 1 have no comments to make in regard
to what Sir Ardeshir said in that connection but I am sure that: he ‘will
do whatever possibly he can for the development of the various items gf
the plan. He has toured the country by an aeroplane for carrying onall his
efforts for the post war planning. He has prepared varidus schemes wt}xch
have been passed on to the provincial governments for their consideration:
A separate portfolio has been created in our province for the post war re-
construction and a Minister has been appointed to carry out all the work
in that connection. But I am unable .to understand one thing. Why is
it that the British Government is at the present moment considering the
question of imports into our country after the war? What articles' will be
imported to our country isengaging their attention.® As you are aware
a good many industries have been started in our country during this period
of war. Whether these industries are going to exist after the war or not
we do notknow. Nor do we know whether the Government has considered
this question. None denies the assistance that these industries rendered
for the war effort and inspite of all this, the British Government is con-
sidering. the question of imports to our country of manufactured goods,
If these very articles which now are being manufactured in our country are .

" to be imported from Britain and other countries after the war, the fate of

our industries is sealed because it will not be possible for our country to
stand foreign competition You will be surprised to learn that a circular
has already been issued that such and such articles' will be
available in this country because the British manufacturers are  blisy
manufacturing those articles for export to India. If.the idea‘is to capture
our markets by foreign manufacturers I failto understand why ' these in~
dustries should form part of the post war reconstruction. . There is another
aspect of the matter and that is this. The articles that are being manu-
factured in our country are controlled by the Government and are not
allowed to come to the consumers. You all know thatif we want’any
article of necessity, say woollzn cloth, of our own manufacture we cannot
get but woollen cloth of foreign manufacture is being made available. * Arti-
cles manufactured in America and England are available but those manu-

‘factured in our own country are not allowed to come to the consumers,

In this state of affairs, I do not think there is any hope for our industries
especially those which have com2 into being during the period of war,

Another i'cry imbortant aspect of the matter is the tranéport pro-

‘blem. You must have noticed in the Press that the Punjab Government

are going to control the transport business of the province. In the Central
Assembly during the Railway Budget it was stated that the. Railways

.wanted to control the road transport. There willbe coordination between-

the Railways and the companies formed under the aegis of the Railway
Board or the Local Governments, Itis a queer position. The Railways
want to control the transport and at the same time the Provincial Govern-
ments are also keen to bring the transport under their own charge. Where
s coordination ? You all know, that the transport problem playsa very
Important part in the economic development of the country. The articles

that are manufactured must find markets and should be transported to

those markets at as cheap rates as possible. If the Railway Board or for
the matter of that the provincial Governments are ‘going to coatrol the -
transport then there is no hope for our industries. The railway rates will
remain as they are with the result that the transport charges will be very
high and our industries will not be able to compete with the foreign
industries. In this connection I would like to bring to your notice a very
anomalous practice which exists in our country. Foreign articles direct!
imported from the the ports to the interior of the country are transported
At cheaper rates as compared to the articles within the interiors of the
country, I shall make myself more clear. Iwas a member of the Railway
Advisory Committee and I found that it was cheaperto bring foreign -
manufactured biscuits from Karachi to Lahore as compared to bringing them
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from Sukkur to Lahore. We bz{ve a biscuit factofy at Sukkur you know, It
is a very dangerous policy of the Railway Board and we have to guard
against it.

. . 1 .

Transport system in Lahore and many other places has all these years
been working very satisfactorily. The object- of transport is to provide
cheap and convenient means of communications. If transportis cheap,
paturally that will go a long way to help the industries and in the long
run will improve the economic condition of the country. 1f this transport
system is taken by the Government its expenses will be topheavy. 1
understand that very highly paid officials are going to be appointed by the
Government, The whole thing is bound to end in great loss to the province,
Any and every, business enterprise taken up by the Government is bound
to end in loss. - The Punjab Government started a sugar factory: it went
into liquidation. - They started a Tannery at Shahdara which again went
into liquidation. They started the Mandi Hydro-electric scheme which, as
everyone knows, is a white elephaat to the province. It was started by

the Government in the teeth of oppostion..1 had an occasion to give evidence

before a committee appointed by the Government.. I suggeseed. that the
two crores ofrupees already spent should be scrapped but the Government
did not listen and after that so many crores and crores of rupees have been
spent on that project. It is still there and a burden, a very heavy burden
on the tax-payer of the province. The Lahore Electric Supply Co. is one
of the most successful enterprises. which have been run by private manage-
ment. The Government has now come forward and we do not know what
will happen to- that ; perhaps it will have to share the same fate as other
Government enterprises. (Hear, hear) I can cite many such examples
where the Government has been a failure.

Coming back to the - resolution before us, we wantthat the Govern-
ment should be independent economically. We do not want India to share
the fate of China which although a free country politically has all along
been aslave country economically. .Any other slave country could not
move an inch in the face of treaties which have been forced upon China.

With these words, Sir, I commend my resolution for the acceptance
of the Federation. (Cheers) '

Mr. M. D, Altekar: The subject of the resolution is a lengthy one,
I do not hope to do any justice to it within the short time at my disposal.
I only want to make one or two general observations. What we want is
the development of India economically in all aspects, so that economically
India should be as far as possible self-sufficient. During the last war we
realised how dependent we were upon our imports, That also was en-
forced on this country by the Government of this country in the interests
of the British manufacturers and next to the British manufacturers, in the
interests of any outside manufacturers rather than Indian manufacturers.

We do not want that state of affairs to continue. But I take it that this-

resolution means a general support to a policy of development of this
country industrially and economically. I happen to be one of those who
have several differences with what is called the Bombay plan, I happen to
be one of those who believe that Government of India is not free to manage
its economical affairs by itself, (Hear, hear) and that Government is being
dictated to in these matters by a superior power and unless thereisa

national government nothing can be done. The Bombay Plan people were
right in one respect when they say that the plan could not be put into

operation unless there is a national government in the country, a govern-
ment that could resist the power that sits over it. So we have to become
self-sufficient economically and industrially and for this purpose whatever
our good friend Sir Ardeshir Dalal is doing is welcome and we hope that he
will do much more and will succeed. The difficulties in the way are no
doubt numerous.  The two countries with whom we are now In economic
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conflict louk upon ‘us as 'their market. ‘They are our ~good old friend,
England, and the United States of America. Bgth these countries are very
aaxious, from what we hear of whar is being said in America and England,
that India should continue to be their market. And what we wantis that
India should not continue to be so any longer. Instead. India should pro-
duce articles for her own needs and should not be dependent upon imports
as far as possible. As it happens I have been a free trader by ‘conviction
and a protectionist by necessity. (Laughter). When the whole w.orld goes
protect onist there is nothing for India except to be a protectionist and so
the second clause of this resolution must commend itself for your accep-
tance ‘ ‘

There are provisions in the Government of India Act against dis-
criminations to be made against foreign firms in the interests of Indian
industries. Those must go. That is a very simple proposition add I think
we all acceptit I now refer to some of the difficulties in our way. In
the first place post-war planning means a trenendous expenditure and those
who have indulged in this game of post-war planning havé talked about
sterling balances in England. There are huge balances in London belonging
to us. It israther strange that there should be any doubt as to whether
we will receive those sterling balances back or not. It is not a very healthy
position at all. - But as vet, since the Monetary Conference-last year, no
statement has been made in England that India should feel absolutely secure
in this regard. | am very much afraid that various ways will be devised
by means of which thése balances will not come back straight to India and
will be used by others and if so all this talk of post-war planning will
evaporate into the thin air, T , :

Secondly, I am doubtful -whether the poor masses in India are
really in a position, in the practical absence of sterling balances, to contri-
bute materially to the industrial development that is planned- by sevetal
people. I express these doubts in order to show the difficulties in our way.
Thirdly, as we are passing this resolution it is to be considered - whether
England and America will satisfy us by accepting the  position that India
will no longer be a market for either of them. These are difficulties we
have to contend against. . But I hope and trust that thosé who havé tiaken
to this planning business will see that these ditficulties will be removed. ' T
give my support to this resolution. ' (Applause). - ’ o

The Resolution was then put to the House and carried, Coa

President :—There are,two Resolutions next which are to be put
from the chair. The firstis: Ao - . S

Defence Of indii Act.

The Federation, while granting that in war time some extraordinary
powers are necessary for the Government; notes with deep regret and
concern that the powers under the Defence of India Act and the Rules
have been on numerous occasions misused as has been proved by decisions
of High Courts and the Civil liberties are being invaded 'without adequate
justification and for political ends. - -

The resolution was put and carried nem con.

* President : =The next Resolution which'is to be put from the ¢hair
runs as follows :: ‘ ' . - S

~ Indian States. , o -

. In view of .the close ties' existing between the people of Indian .
States and the people of British India and the impossibility of the former
remaining unaffected by political progress . in British India, the National
Libcra_l Rederation considers that the rulers of Indian States should declare
as their goal as. rapidly.as possible,- full responsible Government. This
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should be carried out by extended facilities for mass education, the extension
of local self-Government, the creation or enlargement of State Assemblies
and other representative institutions vested with responsibility as well as
power, At the same time the Federation hopes that the subjects of Indian
States will resort only to constitutional methods for securing reforms and
redress of their grievances and assures them of its full support.

The Resolution was put and carried nem con.
‘ .-RACE RELATIONS.

Mr. Brij Nandan Singh +—Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

‘ The Resolution which has been entrusted to me for moving runs
as follows : , :

“The Federation deplores the fact that race prejudice particularly
as between white and the non-white peoples of the world persists now as
ever, that in some parts: of the world, as South Africa and the southern
States of the U, S, A, race discrimination is on the increase, notwithstand-
ing that both have }ought side by side for a common cause against a
common enemy and made common sacrifices.

. - Itis of the view that unless a determined effort is made on a world

scale against the curse of race prejudice, the non-white peoples of the
.world, who are now fully conscious of their rights are bound to revolt
.against the tyranny of the whites and imperil the cause of world peace.” .

, Any Indian with a least bit of self-respect should have no doubts
regarding the principle which is embodied in this Resolution. Race dis-
‘crimination, I. take it, is an anachronism. It is in direct conflict with the
.fundamental priaciples of Christianity, that is to say, brotherhood of man-
kind. If important nations on the one hand who have joined the war de-
clare that their aim is to give freedom, it is incompatible with that they are
doing on the other side if they encouroge fighting and quarrels between
whites and the non-whites. Ladies and Gentlemen, we are not concerned
with the treatment meted out to the other people like the Chinese or the
Japanese. They are in a position to hit back because they are independent,
But we in India are not so fortunately circumstanced We are suffering
from the very initial disadvantage of being a subject nation. Therefore
we cannot deal with other nations on an equal footing. But the fact re-
mains that whether it is the Indian or whether it is the Chinese or
-whether it is the Japanese or any other nation, the treatment that
is meted out simply because of their being non-white is not one which can
be tolerated by any rules or.tenets of civilisation You will see that the
* present war was begun by the British on the pretext of liberty, freedom
and democracy, These three slogans were very much flourished in the
initial stages. Now the fact that these principles have not been acted upon
go to show the bona fides of the nations or the people who joined the war
in 1¥39. We have got to see what is the treatment meted out to us. We
have got to see whether we have not often been the victims of racial
discrimination Why go very far ? With less than 2 miles from here there
is the Punjab Club and ever since the Club was founded no Indian except
as a servant or as sweeper has been admitted into it. Is it not a matter
for shame ? This is the thing which is happening all over the country.
Some time ago Sir Hari Singh Gour one of the public menin India, was
refused admission while he was in England into one of the expensive hotels.
The question was raised by one of the professed friends of Inqia in the
Parliament and the answer given by the Minister concerned was that the
matter is being enquired into  What has been the result of the enquiry,
we do not know, Be this as it may. What is happening in South Africa
beats all records. There are at present Indian soldiers and Indian officers
of the Army and they are supposed to possess the same status and the
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same position as the South African soldiers, Bu! it has come to our
knowledge and it has also appeared in the press that when one of the
officers of the Indian Navy was travelling in a first class compartment, a
lady camein and did not allow the train to proceed until that officer was
made to get away. This is the way in which we are treated in South
Africa and this is the way in which the coloured people are insulted with~
out any rhyme or reason and simply because they are not born with a
white skin. Itistime for us to remove this injustice, this slur and this
insult and the one way in which we cando it is by enforcing sanctions.
Whatever may be the utility of this method we mustlet other people know
that we are after all a self-respecting nation and cannot tolerate any insult
hurled upon us. With these words I commend the Resolution for your

acceptance,  (Applause),

Mr. Baikunth ~—Ladies and gentlemen, I am going to take
up a very important question which if not tackled successfully
at the present moment, may lead to another war, much more
gigantic than the one being waged at present.” This moment is most
suitable for such a question as it just precedes the great world conference
to be held at San Francisco on April 25 which is intended to devise ways
and means for. permanent world security. It is the race problem or
the question of racial discrimination against the coloured people
by the whites which dates so far back as the slave trade (being carried
on by the white nations in the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th centuries) and has
assumed great importance at present in South Africa, United States and
the West Indies Islands, 1 may add that the present war is also due to the
racial superiority claimed by the Germans over other races in Europe and
Asia. It was remarked by Herr Hitler in 1933 that the Europeans had
taught the Indians to walk. He first consolidated the people of his own
race living in Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia etc. and then made a bid
for dominationg other nations in Europe with the hope of extending it to
world domination. The Jews who did not belong to his own race were
exterminated by him, ‘ o

The race question was first tackled by the humanitarians in the
19th century and their efforts resulted in the abolition of slave trade from
the British Empire. In the United States slavery was abolished by
Abraham Lincoln, though the racial question in all other aspects still per-
sists. In Mexico and the West-Indies Islands the questionis as acute as
ever and the most important evidence of the same is the - ressgnation of
the Governor ship of the Bahamas by the Duke of Windsor on the question
of providing adequate food to the coloured people. e

The most important question for the Indians is the- obnoxious
treatment meted out to our Indian brethern - in South Africa.
Most of these Indians are the descendents of those poor people
who migrated to South Africa in the 19th- century to serve
‘the white population as indentured labourers after the Negro slaves were
set free as a consequence of the Slave Emancipation Act passed by the
British Parliament. They -served the ancestors of General Smuts and
his colleagues when they were in difficulties as to their labour problem.
The service was faithful and loyal and was done just in a few pence 4 day-
a very meagre sum as compared to the. huget profits piled up by the
European traders and land owners of the times.- Acd now, look at the
reward offered to their descendants ! They are being repeatedly asked
by the white Government of the South African Union to quit the Union
or stay there under most humiliating conditions. ‘Is this the civilisation
of the white people of which they are so proud ? - If this war is being
waged 1o protect such a csvilisationin which discrimsnation between man
add man as one coming from a white<stock and the other coming from
a coloured stock exists, we. should vather wish this- kind of civilisation



26

should be carried out by extended facilities for mass education, the extension
of local self-Government, the creation or enlargement of State Assemblies
and other representative institutions vested with responsibility as well as
power, At the same time the Federation hopes that the subjects of Indian
States will resort only to constitutional methods for securing reforms and
redress of their grievances and assures them of its full support.

The Resolation was put and carried nem con.
' . -RACE RELATIONS.

Mr. Brij Nandan Singh +—Mr. President, Ladies and Gent]emcn,

The Resolutlon which has been entrusted to me for moving runs
as follows :

#The Federation deplores the fact that race prejudice parncularly
as between white and the non-white peoples of the world persists now as
ever, that in some parts: of the world, as South Africa and the southern
States of the U. S, A, race discrimination is on the increase, notwithstand.
ing that both have ifought side by side for a common cause against a
common enemy and made common sacrifices.

.- It is of the view that unless a determined effort is made on a world

scale against the curse of race prejudice, the non-white peoples of the
.world, who are now fully conscious of their rights are bound to revolt
.against the tyranny of the whites and imperil the cause of world peace.”

Any Indian with a least bit of self-respect should have no doubts
regarding the principle which is embodied in this Resolution. Race dis-
_crimination, I. take it, is an anachronism, "It is in direct conflict with the
.fundamental principles of Christianity, that is to say, brotherhood of man=-
kind, If important nations on the one hand who have joined the war de-
clare that their aim is to give freedom, it is incompatible with that they are
doing on the other side if they encouroge fighting and quarrels between
whites and the non-whites, Ladies and Gentlemen, we are not concerned
with the treatment meted out to the other people. like the Chinese or the
Japanese. They are in a position to hit back because they are independent.
But we in India are not so fortunately circumstanced We are suffering
from the very initial disadvantage of being a subject nation. Therefore
we cannot deal with other nations on an equal footing. But the fact re-
mains that whether it is the Indian or whether it is the Chinese or
-whether it is the Japanese or any other nation, the treatment that
is meted out simply because of their being non-white is not one which can
be tolerated by any rules or,tenets of civilisation You will see that the
" present war was begun by the British on the pretext of liberty, freedom
and democracy. These three slogans were very much flourished in the
initial stages. Now the fact that these principles have not been acted upon
go to show the bona fides of the nations or the people who joined the war
in 1439. We have got to see what is the treatment meted out to us. We
have got to see whether we have not often been the victims of racial
discrimination Why go very far ? With less than 2 miles from here there
is the Punjab Club and ever since the Club was founded no Indian except
as a servant or as sweeper has been admitted into it, Is it not a matter
for shame ? This is the thing which is happening all over the country.
Some time ago Sir Hari Singh Gour one of the public men in India, was
refused admission while he was in England into one of the expensive hotels,
The question was raised by one of the professed friends of Inaia in the
Parliament and the answer given by the Minister concerned was that the
matter is being enquired into  What has been the result of the enquiry,
we do not know, Be this as it may. What is happening in South Africa
beats all records, There are at present Indian soldiers and Indian officers
of the Army and they are supposed to possess the same status and the
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same position as the South African soldiers, But it has come to our
knowledge and it has also appeared in the press that when one of the
officers of the Indian Navy was travelling in a first class compartment, a
lady camein and did not allow the train to proceed until that officer was
made to get away. This is the way in which we are treated in South
Africa and this is the way in which the coloured people are insulted with-
out any rhyme or reason and simply because they are not born with a
white skin. Itistime for us to remove this injustice, this slur and this
insult and the one way in which we can do it is by enforcing sanctions.
Whatever may be the utility of this method we mustlet other people know
that we are after all a self-respecting nation and cannot tolerate any insult
hurled upon us. With these words I commend the Resolution for your
acceptance,  (Applause),

Mr. Baikunth :(=—Ladies and gentlemen, I am going to take
up a very important question which if not tackled successfully
at the present moment, may Jlead to another war, much more
gigantic than the one being waged at present. This moment is most
suitable for such a question as it just precedes the great world conference
to be held at San Francisco on April 25 which is intended to devise ways
and means for permanent world security. It is the race problem or
the question of racial discrimination against the coloured people
by the whites which dates so far back as the slave trade (being carried
on by the white nations in the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th centuries) and has
assumed great importance at present in South Africa, United States and
the West Indies Islands. 1 may add that the present war is also due to the
racial superiority claimed by the Germans over other races in Europe and
Asia, It was remarked by Herr Hitler in 1933 that the Europeans had
taught the Indians to walk. He first consolidated the people of his own
race living in Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia etc. and then made a bid
for dominationg other nations in Europe with the hope of extending it to
world domination. The Jews who did not belong to his own race were
exterminated by him. - S

The race question was first tackled by the humanitarians in the
19th century and their efforts resulted in the abolition of slave trade from
the British Empire. In the United States slavery was abolished by
Abraham Lincoln, though the racial question in all other aspects still per-
sists. In Mexico and the West Indies Islands the questionis as acute as
ever and the most important evidence of the sameis the - resignation of
the Governor ship of the Bahamas by the Duke of Windsor on the question
of providing adequate food to the coloured people. -

The most important question for the Indians is the- obnoxious
treatment meted out to our Indian brethern  in South Africa.
Most of these Indians are the descendents of those poor people
who migrated to South Africa in the 19th- century to serve
the white population as indentured labourers after the Negro slaves were
set free as a consequence of the Slave Emancipation Act passed by the
British Parliament. They -served the ancestors of General Smuts and
his colleagues when they were in difficulties as to _their labour problem.
The service was faithful and loyal and was done justin a few pence 4 day-
a very meagre sum as compared to the- huge: profits piled up by the
European traders and land owners of the times.. Aud now, look at the
reward offered to their descendants! They are being repeatedly asked
by the white Government of the South African Union to quit the Union
or stay there under most humiliating conditions. Is this the civilisation
of the white people of which they are so proud ? - If this war is being
waged to protect such a csvilisation sn which discesmination between man
add man as one comsng from a white<stock and the other coming from
a coloured stock exists, we. should rather wish this- kind of .civilisation
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fo'perish in this world and then build up a new civilisation which does
not discrinuinate between man and magn. - - o

.. It is a pity that the San Francisco Conference is dominated by a

white. ma‘ority and even the few coloured people over there have been
nominated by the white Governments. As such we fear lest the question of
‘racial discrimination should be,brushed aside altogether in the deliberations
of the San Francisco Conference, ' By letting the discrimination against
the "coloured people to continue the great peace makers will be creating
'in the minds of the coloured people a feeling of vengeance against the
whites, as was’ created inthe minds of the Germans after the humiliating
peace treaty of 1918 and will sooner or later lead to a great racial struggle
between the coloured and the white people all the world over, until the
great champions of racial diccrimination are defeated. Itis therefore
hoped_ that the great heads meeting at San Francisco would realise the
gravity of the situation and declare unequivocally that racial discrimination
in any' country whatcoever shall be considered as an aggression
‘of  the same  magnitude as the aggression of one state over
another and will be. met with armed resistance if necessary
by the International Army to be created by the new League of
Nations, * The evil must be nipped in the bud When this racial
discrimination is going to bring about another world war sooner or
later why not fight it now and pave the way for a permanent world security.
Thomas Dewey, the Governor of New York, has recently signed the Anti-
Racial Discrimination Bill for his own state. I am sure President Roosevelt
will go ahead of Dewey and will not only sign an Anti-Discrimination 8ill for
the whole of the United States, but will get it incorporated in the World
Security Charter to be drawn up at-San Francisco. We appeal to all the
coloured delegations to San Francisco to make it a common cause and get
it included in the new League Covenant that racial discrimination within a
country shall be deemed as an act of aggression tobe fought by the In«
ternational Army. ' : S ‘

- I for one do not stand for an armed fight against racial dis-
crimination if it can be avoided. We have to prepare the world for genetal
toleration of man by man on human grounds alone.. Let the whites imagine
a4 rule over them by the coloured people and a discriminating and
humiliating treatment meted out to them by the coloured people and let
them tell us as to how they would welcome such a state of affairs. General
Smuts and his white colleagues in South ‘Africa are very few in‘ number
and are not the original inhabitants of South Africa . They are immigrants
over there just as the Indians and deserve the same treatment as the Indians.
The ¢ountry belongs to the black natives of South Africa and they have in
fact the right to dictate terms to all foreigners and it is not open :to one
class of immigrants to dictate to the others. If General Smuts is injured ‘in
in an accident and is taken to a hospital of coloured doctors who attend to
the coloured people first and then attend to General Smuts or neglect him
altogether, what feelings will the General have { 1 believe our doctors are
the only civilised product of the western civilisation who treat all patients
equally well, irrespective of caste, colour or creed, .

*“Might is right,”” which is the slogan of the aggressors, is being
followed by the champions of racial discrimination. Because the whites are
strong in the US.A, South Africa and the West Indies, they are treating the
coloured people as such. We have to fight, according to the. words ' of
Mr. Churchill; for-four freedoms for the whites as “well as for the coloured

.

people. = . . T .o T
"~ - The Resolution was-then-put and carried nem.con. .. -+l

2
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir :—Mr. President, brother delegates, ladies
and gentlemen, Iuckily for me, the resolution which has been entrusted to.

me is one which is unanimously supported throughout the country. 1 will
first read it out ‘ _

“This Federation deplores the failure of the Government of the
Union of South Africa to abolish the Pegging Act which’
prevents Indians from purchasing immoveable property and
which constitutes a breach, of the Cape-Town Agreement.
This Federation is of the viéw that the recént attethpt of the
South African Government to replace the Pegging Act with a
Licensing Board (now found to be ultra vires of the Provincial

" Council) in no way remorves the basic objettions to the Pegg-
ing Act on the principle that it makes for racial discrimination
and statutory racial s2gregation. The demand of Indians is

- for- an unqualified acceptance of full citizenship -rights
for Indians permanently settled in South Afric':‘i. L

In view of the uncompromising attitude of the Government of
South Africa towards this legitimate demand of India, this
Federation feels that it was a mistake on the part of the:
Government of India to have sent the High Commissioner- to
South Africa and it urges the Government of India to recall
the High Commissioner forthwith and to adopt all fiscal and

commercial sanctions against South Africa until the Pegging
Act is abolished * ' . Co

This South African question has been avith us for the last 25 or 30,
years and we have now come to-a point- where the: whole of India, -and
surprisingly enough even the Anglo-Indian press, is -agreed. . The second
part of the resolution is the operative one and the one which may. require: a:
little consideration. The first part of the resolutiot I may’ term as a truism.
We demand two things: - Firstly, that the new' Higli Commissioner should
never have been sent to South Africa. ' This proposal was' put forward by
practically. every school of thouzht in India including .the: European  Press..
Bur, unfortunately, the Government of India did not see their way to accept,
the suggestion put before them with such unanimity. - We were told- in the
Assembly that it would- be tantamount to breaking :off - political relatjons,
But that is exactly what we demanded, It was a gesture which could have
done us not the slightest harm. What is this High Commissioner going to
do in South Africa 9 The latest papers'say that he is getting into' touch
with Field Marshal Smuts. That makes us no wiser nor does it do* us" any
good. South Africa must be definitely informed of the resentment: felt in
this country and the one way of doing it was' to' delay :sending this High-
Commissioner to South - Aftica, * The -Government 'sent him. Jt does ug
no good, it does them no harm The new High Commissioner, against
whom we have not'a word to say, is a most suitabk man to go to South
Africa and that is a mast unfortunate affair, ] do think that the Government
of India, on this occasion, should certainly have bowed to the will of the
people.  The next proposal that was made was that there should be“somte
sanctions. That is a mucl more difficult matter.” It may do harm to a cer-
tain number of Indians in South Africa but the curious part of it- was that
our brethren in South Africa themselves suggested that sanctions' should be
effected and should be brought into existence and that they were prepared
to suffer any' lass or iniconvenience by suchr an action op thé. part of the
Government of India, (Hear. hear). Surely the Government could do it and
do it effectively and quickly. But we are told that they are considering the
matter. We are also told that there are some raw materials that come out
to this country from South Africa and that we cannot do without them.
That argument ha¢ been exploded ; there is nothing that this country cannot
do without, It may cause us little inconvenience, it may cause an industry
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a certain amount of inconvenience, it may ‘even be that that industry may
partly have to shut down, but wben it is a question of the honour -ot this’
country, the prosperity of no industry, the continuance of no industry should
come in our way (Joud applause) and, therefore, ladies and gentlemen, to-
put it very brieflv, we reiterate here today the demand of the country
made in the press and on the platform that these two eftective measures
should beé carried out by the Government of India and we do hope that in’
this case at least the Government of India w1ll bow to the wishes of our
countrymen, (Hear, hear) (Cheers) .

- Mr.. E. H. Banerji:—Mr. Pres1dent ladies and gentlemen,
ordmanly the seconder always starts by saying, "‘ I have great pleasure in
seconding this motion,” but while seconding this motion it is not much a
matter of pleasure. On the one hand, when .our brethren and our country-
were fighting on the very African soil to save South Africa and other
African territory from the clutches of the enemy, on the.other hand, at
about the same time the South African Government was preparing to have
a legislation much harmful and much ‘prejudicial to the interests of our
brethren over there. This irony of fate coming specially at a time when
‘the very life and soul of Africa was in suspense, has come as a great shock
to all humanity, - The second thing that requires consideration is that on the
“one hand the British- Government and those who have favoured the policy of ,
an empire have boasted about the Commonwealth of Nations- But here one
member of that very Commonwealth of Nations is sucking the .very blood
of the other member of the same Commonwealth of: Nations living on
their soil. Theretore, considering all these things, one has
no alternative but to condemn and be disgusted of the attitude of the South.
African Government in the strongest possible terms The South African
Government has 'taken -these measures inspite ‘of the fact that-our Indian
"Government has a representative in the name ot the High Commissioner in
South’ Africa for the last 25 years or so. In spite of his most vehement pro-
tests,’ the - South African Government, .disregardful ‘of the feelings: of
the - Indian’ Government ‘and -disregardful of ‘the  feelings - of
the Indian people, has gone . ahead. ' with .this :antiracial: legxslatlon,
of -1 'should- "say, - a: legislation prejudicial to the Indian racel
Unfortunately, 51tuated as . we are, our Government. is .not able to
enforce any sanction which could have a very farreaching and a very
sobering effect on the South-African people. But, as Sir Cowasji ' Jehangir
has very nicely put it, -the Indians resident in South Africa itself have
offered to suffer all consequences as a result of - the Government of India
lodging its-protest in whatever manner and in whatever 'language. . If: the
South- African Indians have to suffer by that, they are prepared to suffer
the consequences in order to uphold the dignity of the Indian : race. There-
fore wnth these words 1 second this resolutlon (Cheers)

. ,.,

TS Thg resolutwn was unammously carned
, Chamnan .--We wﬂ] now ad]oum for lunch and meet agam at
3 P. M.

-

A.fter-lunch Meeting
Cha.u'ma.n --We shall' now begm the afternoon session and Mr.
ﬁharma w1ll read the's messages that have been rccewed A

oo T he massaga were read bv Mr. Haradatta Sharma

IR
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Air. L. X. Rezo (Bombay) moved the following resolution relating
to future recruitment to the lndi;-m Services (= - _

‘The Federation views with deep concern the continued recruit-
ment of the Indian Services from outside India and is of opinion that
such recruitment is inconsistent with.the postwar status envisaged fo
Indians by the repeated declarations of Government themselves.’ :

The Federation, therefore, strongly urges upon Goverpment the
necessity for stopping all future recruitment to Indian Services from
outside India’! . S ‘ _

Mr L. X. Rego said :—I consider myself fortunate to associate with
this resolution as it vitally affects the youth as well as the future of our
country. There is glamour and kudos in rendering service to the state be-
sides, like virtue, it is an award in itself. ~ The ideal would be . to give one’s
_service to the state voluntarily and free. e are told that in India 1 per
cent of the population owns 30 per cent of its wealth. If this privileged 1
per cent could come forward—and there are men of character and capadity
among them and I am sure you will all concede there are—to give free
service to the state the bottom would be knocked out of the communists’
platform and much of the class struggle which is a familiar theme of theirs
may prove ineffective. Moreover, there will be less rivalry on the part
of commuual organisations as they would have little to fight for. But this
is a counsel of perfection. Congress ministries did work on an honorarium
of three figures but the power they wielded was said to have been a
. compensation in terms of crores, o I

But the resolution of today concerns itself with the forces that are
vitiating the body-politic by employment of foreign personnel in the
services when there is ample and efficient material available in this
country to draw upon. - A young man just out of the portals of a‘ college
or school is anxious at the outset to seek'a career in the’ services of-the
‘state. Today this type of problem is considerably eased by the vast
number of jobs available in connection with the active prosecution of 'war.
Young men of education' and enterprise have - willingly - taken -active
service in the field or in other departments connected with war.* Many of
them have been precluded by having to associate themselves 4vith --the
essential services connected with the war from taking up appointments in
the permanent cadre- of the services, or from even appearing for come
petitive examinations  In the event of cessation of hostilities, several thous-
ands of young man will be out of employment. -The problem of educated
unemployed will swell to proportions which any Goverment will have to
face at that juncture. During the last war the experiences of most of those
who did war work was disappointment and frustration. Thatsad story
should not repeat itself during the post-war period. Young men who
have done their bit towards the war and have thereby  contributed
towards its success should in all fairness have prior claims for absorption

in the permanent cadre of government service. ‘ o

~ Itis against such a setting that we have to consider the re-
solution which is before you. The educated unemployed - would be a real
menace to the peace and tranquility of the country unless Government
dew{xse every possible means of meeting this problem. One of the means
as indicated in this resolution is to stop all future recruitment to Indian
services from outside India. L S -

Another important aspect .emphasised by this resolution is th
Ehe continued recruitment of the Indian services };rom outs?ét:on I::sdl;h::st
inconsistent with the post-war status envisaged for Indians by the re.
peated declarations of Government themselves, Mr Amery, the Secre
- of State for India, in his declaration in Parliament in Aﬁgusu%o and Sir
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Stafford Ciipps’ offer of 1942 swas unmistakable pertaining to two definite
iscues : the right of this country to frame its own constitution and the pro-
mise of full Dominion Status after the war. If these declarations had any
- force or meaning, recruitment from outside India should have ceased by
now, This would have been the proper manner of implementing the
promises made. Governmert could still show its sincerity of purpose by
stopping forthwith recruitment to the key services from out of India. A
foreign personnel in the composition of the services is an anomaly in a
self-governing country and will operate prejudicially to its administration.
‘In view of the declared policy of government towards Jndia, the Lee
Commission recommendations should be treated asea dead letter They
.can no more be considered as valid or operative in a changing world and
under a different set of conditions and circumstances obtaining at present.
_To perpetuate its recommendations in the matter of European recruitment
is to perpetuate decades of British domination It Government have an
hongst intention of carrying out their settled policy towards this country
.immediately the waris over, recruitment from outside India should not
_continue a day longer. Lord Haldane once addressing 1 large number
_of law students in London pathetically exclaimed “What is to become of
. you all, young men # Let us put to ourselves with equal feeling the same -
question as what is to become of our young men if old-time conditions of
recruitment ard tenure of service are permitted to continue ?

VVith these few observations, Ladies and Gentlemen, I commend
. this. proposition Lo your unanimous acceptance.

‘Mr. S. S. Bhagat :—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I, have

great pleasure in seconding this resolution. I consider it a very neces-
. gary resolytion . Itis a resorgtion that is going to - affect thousands, if not
" millions, of Indians. I will ask you to consider it in all jts implications. : My
. learned friend, Mr. L. X Rego, has dealt with the pasition of young Indians
. who arg either employed in the defence services or are working in Defence
. Department or those who are qualifying for jobs in the post-war period, S0 1
- dg not wish to cover that ground overagain. But I will draw yoyr attention
*"_tq anqther aspect of it and that s the hold that Britain means takeep on India
. and to keep her subjugated by employing hersons under on¢ pretext or the
other. The pripcipal pretext that they have is of importing the experts. 1do

" not wish to give you the dictionary meanitg of the word ‘expert.’ 1 will just
" remind you of the well-known definition that Sir William Auson.gave me and
. that was thatthere were 3 kinds of witnesses liars, damned liars, and experts.

~ Most of the experts who came to this country are prohably pf the latter cate-
, gory. Experts have been imported inte India ta teach us, asif we have no men
. capable enough among us. Why should these experts be necessary ? Arg: we
. incapable of producing men who can look after- our interests, are we.inca-
. pable of producing men who will be able to mapage our household ¢ - For
. 150 years England has been teaching us the art of self-government, and
. how to equip ourselves tg be able to stand in the comity of nations.. For
* generations past, England has been declaring her ability to teach Indians and
' they have carried out propaganda in all parts of the warld in
this direction It is wonderful that after 150 years of teaching,

. we are’ still, incapable to manage our own house Is'it not a
matter of shame that in 150 years we have 'not been’ able 10 look
after our own household and to laok after ourselves 9 I will remind you of
the Punjab examinations. which are being held paw.a-days. Teachers are

. very anyious to se¢ in some form or another that they should secure. sufficient
number of pass percentage, because in private institutions, the success of
the institution is measured by the pass percentage secured by the
school or the college. Here:we have 3 set of teaéh«;rs who hzu:e beep teach-
..ing us for'150 years, getting promotiorr after promotion and telling the world
- that they. are the best teachcrs, yet they judge us incapable of doing all these

. simple things. I:will not take up your time by pointing out to you all the as-

pects of the sityation, but there is one important aspect to which I' will draw

B
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your attention and that is that, not content with managing or interfering in our
rights in British India, the Britishers have in fact shoved their officers in
Indian States so that they can maintain their position, It means that Indian
Stites are incap ible of piying high stlaries to fully qualified officers There-
fore, the Government of India, ia their generosity, lend their officers at redu- .
ced pay to Indian States. They say that Indian States are unable to carry on
their work and to look after their interests, hence these officers are sent there.
Nothing of the kind. These are only excuses to maintaia a hold in Indian
States in post-war India. I am sure that we all will unite in passing this
resolution and say that we in India are quite capable of looking after ourselves
and that we do wish that our future generation may be able to earn their
livelihood and to serve their own country as they think best.

The resolution was unanimously carrsed

Mr. President :—The next resolution is with regard t@ war con-
trols and food problem and Prof. M D.Altekar will move it.

Professor M.D. Altekar :- Mr, President, ladies and gentlemen, the
resolution which 1 have the honour to move is as follows : =

“The Federation views with profound concern (1) that the

food situation in the country, though somewhat improved,
is still far from satisfactory ; (2) -that the quality of rationed

foodstuffs is often so poor as’to render them unsuitable for
human consumption ; (3) thdt the administration of the con-
trol of essential commidities has often been so inefficient as to

lead to scarcity of food in the legitimate markets, to inflationary

" prices, to black-markets and to phenomenal and wide-spread

corruption, and (4) that transport facilities for passengers. -and

goods are inadequate and this has caused great hardships.

“The Federation urges Government to evolve amore.satisfactory
policy and administer it efficiently so as to save the people
from all avoidable hardships and distress.” .

The resolution speaks for itself and I am sure it will commend your
support at once. Put I want to bring one more thing to your notice. It
has been said, perhaps occasionally with some justice, that the Liberal
Party in India has very little contact with the masses of the country. This
is just a resolution in which we think of that contactin a most efficient’
manner and particularly so because the other parties in the country  do not
concern themselves with the question of prices and black-markets. The
other day, in Bombay, the Food Commissioner tried to control the price
of milk in our city. He used certain methods for that, .Those methods
resulted in something desirable, They have decided to give cheaper milk
to thousands of young children and to women. Therefore the Commissioner
succeeded partially. But the Bombay Corporation, mainly dominated by
the Congress, passed a resolution against this action of the Food Commiss-
ioner.  Perhaps the reason was that some people—I am not levelling
a general charge against Congress 'people, they are patriotic men, they
are honourable people, but some of them, in Bombay, as far as I know, are
connected with black-markets and therefore they did not protest against,
that resolution. Since some of them are connected with black-markets
the general mentality of the Congressmen is to neglect these things. But
some party must take up this question and bring it to the notice of the
Government as to what is happening and what must be done. It is a
matter again for the Liberals in the country to pay their greatest attention
to this subject of food situation and controls. I have put here 3 clauses
which speak for themselves. Though the food situation is somewhat better,
It 1s yet far from sarisfactory. As to why it is unsatisfactory, will take a
long time to discuss and I am not going to do it .But the fact is that the
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position is still very bad. In the cities we talk about it, read about it;
-we discuss it, read about it in papers and I have found that in some villages
it'is hopeless. I do not know what are the conditions in your province,
-but I know my ‘own province. Though it is said that a certain portion of
-the annual yield of food-stuffs would be taken by the Government for which
reasonable price will be paid, yet it is found that very little ‘is -left in the
households of -poor villagers for  their ex}stence That kmd of thmg is nOt
at all sansfactory

LIS

With regard to the quality of food- stuffs, there are complaints
.on all sides. 1 for one may tell you that the foods I have tasted during-the
last 2 or 3 years were never tasted by me before and I never thought of
their existencé in my country, The quality of rice that we have been
getting in Bombay during the last three 'years is such a wonderful
quality that it is for the first time that we have realised that such
a rice is produced in this country. The same thing may be said about wheat
‘abdut ]awar and about bajra. We have been eating'bread that is_horrible,
Some time back I was travelling and in my -compartment I met some people
There were some American and British officers. When I saw a beautiful
wheat bread in their.hands, I became rather jealous. Why I donot get a
bread like that, I do not know. The quality is very much deteriorated.
‘What appears to me to be the case is this that these things are stored
for -some purpose. When that purpose is served, the storage still
goes' on and after sometime iwhen it is found that the thing is thoroughly
useless then it is brought to fied the civilian population and is distributed
to them .in.markets.” "That -kind of thing is extremely unfortunate, and the
Government should -take immediate steps to abolish thisstate . of affairs.
With regard to such a simple thing :as vegetables, I submit that [ largely
depend for my strength on vegetables—if they are too costly for me to
purchase and I do not get them, then . I am lost and finished. When our
youngér geaneration must consume these things and when they do not get
enough,. you_ can imagine their condition. I.am afraid. that the next
generation is véry hke]y to be a_generatlon .of weak]mgs and the sin of it
- ‘will be oh the polrcy of Govemrnent of the present day :

Now, I come to controls. Here inthis resolution we have said
that the administration of the -control of -essentail commodities has often
been s0 meflidient as to lead to scarcity: of food in' the legitimate -markets.
What-happens /is this. Whenever a thingis controlled, 1t dtsappears in
the mirket altogether. iWe do not get it,> Sometimes itiis - controlled in
such-a fashion " that you have to pay a much larger price than you used to
pay before. [“will give you a recent instance. In Bombay, only the -other
day, before’I came to Lahore, I purchased a pmr of slippers for myself
1t was'a - quality - for wh1chI had paid Rs.'8 six 'months ago. Nowitis
controlled, The shopkeeper told me that I should not worry because 1
would getit at controlled price. And what was that controlled price?
It was Rs, 12/, If ‘this is to be the effect of this control,then God save
s from this control or may God control this control ! Legmmate markets
'have become d svoid of those articles and the prices have been mcrcased

- We. are all. talking of inflation. But I am constrained to say that the
Government has bzen domo absolutely nothing to stop inflation. .

But'why" have inflation ? “In the first. place these 1nﬂat10nary prices
‘have become a curse for everybody. This has led to the creation of black-
jmarkets-though I do not know where they are. You cannot ask for - their
address and-cannot go to them, We have asked the Government and they
‘do not know where they are I will give an instance of the black-markets.
‘Dhiotis aré an absolute necessity to many of us Of course I.am speaking
ire Lahore and-so I do not know about that here. Here people are accus-
tomed to wearing pyjamas rather than dhotis. The latter are a necessity
iin-other-places,” -We used to have a pair for.3 or 4 - ‘rupees.’ Smce this-war
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started gradually we have been paying 10 or 20 rupees. . Now we have to
pay 3J or 40 rupees for a pair of d/iotis, and even then no dhotis are_ avail
‘able. A fewdays ago we had our marriage season in_Bombay. It is
_customary to make a present of dho/ss to the bridegroom. It may be argued
that instead of d/iotis he may be presented with sarees (laughter) but so far
the custom has been to present him a pair of dhotis. The shop-keepers
knew very well that there would be a great demand for dhotis in the
months of January and February, and all dhotis disappeared for two months.
Govermaent said that they were going to ration the article, but they have
done nothing yet. We do not know whom to blame, and whether the Govern-
ment is on the right or the left side of the black-markets. Government must
do something quick to abolish the black markets and control the prices.
Then something about corruption I am speaking in Lahore and I am afraid
I may say something that may bring me in trouble. Every time we talk of
corruption we are told, bring cases to our notice and prove them. One
.finds corruption is there but it is very difficult to prove it. I have seen
some cases which I may relate. . A poor man goes to take his ration from
‘a ration shop, This is a fact though I am not able to prove itin' a court of
law. A barber who comesto my housenow and then complained the other day
that every time he goes to the ration shop he has to pay eight annas to the
shopkeeper before he gets aration. These are very small amounts but I
. will give you some interesting instances. The Bombay Victoria Terminus .
Station is’ a famous railway station. You caonot purchase a third class
‘ticket unless you pay something?{ you cannot purchase an inter class ticket
“unless you pay something ; and it is also very difficult to get an upper class
ticket unless you know how to do it properly” We have been doing it
through the travelling agency otherwise it means lot of trouble, I will tell
“you what happens at Boribander in Bombay. They sell third class 'tickets
.from 6 o'clock in the momning.” Under our present regime 6 o’clock is fairly
early. About two thousand people stand in a'cue at 6 o'clock before the
‘booking office of the Victoria Terminus. There are dozens of people
who do not travel anywhere, but they have made it a ‘business to purchase
tickets and then sell them at a profit. The railway staff standing there do not
help the public in this matter, .1 do not want ta put it in a strong language,
“but if you go to them they say that they cannot do ans thing, you do.your
best. The public is suffering from all these things. Corruption has entered
even higher places, In Bombay a man cannot take even a little sugar out of
“the city, At Dadar railway station, which is a suburbnear V. T.and where -
thousands of people get down, a passenger may be asked to open' his bag
and he may be detained for half an hour, but in some cases even an elephant
_goes through and some people escape entirely. All these things are the
‘result of the faulty policy of the government. I do not want to say that
.the goverament do it deliberately : 1 do not say that the government do not .
want tc remove it, but I will say that the bureaucratic government is always
an obstinate government and they are to be convinced that what is done is
not the right thing. By this resolution we have requested the government
to evolve a more satisfactory policy and administer it efficiently so as to
save the people from all avoidable hardships and_distress. There-is one
reason why the government should do it - I have come to the conclusion -
that the food situation in the country has spread more dissatisfaction among
the people than al! the efforts of all the political agitatorsin the country, and
that is not a good proposition for the government and that is the reason why
the government should remedy it [ want to make a particular suggzestion
in this regard and then bring my speech to a close.” Food councils are
formed at various places and meetings are held and in all such meetings the
bureaucratic mandate prevails., There the people discuss things but the
chairman, who is often thé District Magistrate of the place, says some-
thing and that is carried out. Apart from that, at these councils the
commercial interests are almost alone represented and the interests of the
consumers are not adequately or properly represented. Therefore I request
‘the government to take soma representatives of -the consumers .in their
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conferences so that they will come to know of the sufferings of the people in
in this regard. Merely the commercial interest representatives will not do.
The ordinary people must be propery represented, and if that representation
is included in the councils perhaps the government will get more informa-
tion in this regard. There is inadequacy of food in this country. We have
often been told that the fall of Burma is one of the causes of that inadequacy.
I want to put this question. I happen tobe a student of economics and have
been unable to find out the exact position in this connection during the last
two or three years. Are we exporting any foodstuffs from this country ? If
we are, then we are doing a criminal action : Government alone knows, It
is very difficult now-a-days to analyse the figures which they publish, but I
hope the government knows what is the position, I request the government
to stop all exports of foodstuffs from this country and with that request I
finish my speech 1request you now to accept the resolution (cheers).

Rai Bahadur Chunial Ray (Indian Association, Qalcutta, Bengal):

Mr. Chairman,  ladies and gentlemen: Coming as I do from Bengal,

I am possibly expected to say something about the food situation there in
1943 and in 1944. But so many things have been said already that I
need go beyond a few points only which have not received the publicity
that they deserve. The first of these points is that the maximum number
of deaths from starvation occurred not in July and August 1943, when the
food supply was very meagre, but in the months of October and Nove.nber,

-a month atter 18 lakh tons of rice, which is equal to 12 weeks’ food for the
.whole of Bengal, had been. harvested. The number of destitutes dying
on Calcutta's streets, only 1,314 in August, rose to 2,183 in September and
to 5, 775 in October ; and the November figure, though less than that of
October was ahead of that in September and nearly twice as much as in
August. In rural areas the excess of October and November deaths over
those of August-September was propably very much worse than in

Calcutta. A larger number of deaths when food was plentiful than when.
supply was short is an enigma requiring explanation, .

Had the 18 lakh tons harvested in early Sepfember been promptly
distributed, as it should have been, there would not have been a single
death after September. Not to speak of actual distribution, even a
programme for distribution was not drawn up till the 25th October ; and
during these 7 weeks (from the harvesting to the 23th Octobzr) men were
dying by tens of thousands and by lakhs, while the Ministers were sitting
tight on the 18 lakh tons of rice. Inspite of repeated requests, figures
relating to deficits revealed by food drives in June and August were never
_published by the Provincial Government; it was only in February 1944
that the Central Government disclosed them, in answer to a Council
‘question. With earlier information about the figures, a programme for
.distribution to deficit areas could have been made out within three days.
That this was not done, that as much as seven weeks were taken over this
‘simple thing, are matters which should receive the attention of Govern-
ment. We are constantly hearing about War Criminals be tried—were
the Famine criminals any better ? ‘

. A second point which has not received sufficient publicity is the

Bengal Premier, Sir Nazimuddin’s, statement at a Muslim League meeting
in Karachi in November 1943 that although his Food Minister was con-
-vinced that if the situation was to be adequately met .it was essential that
‘the quota promised should be sent to Bengal within the next few months
(evidently May to August), he and other Ministers submitted to the
dictation of Major General Wood that sufficieney of food for Bengal was
to be advertised and to be repeated ad nauseunt.

. And if sufficiency of food for rural Bengal thus udvegtised by the
Bengal Ministry was a myth, so was their report ‘o the Acting Governor.
‘that Calcutta had not even 3 days’ food. The situation was certainly not
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<o bad as Jess than 3 days’ food—and it was only a dodge _to get out rice
from producers in rural areas, in utter dJisregard of their bare minimum
requirements, for supply to Clive Street employers of labour, who could
accumulate during the next few months huge quantities which started
rotting in their godowns from October onwards.

A third point is that the persistence, after December 1943, in
getting Calcutta’s food from outside was absolutely unwarranted by
circumstances. It is true that there was urgent need for getting food
from outside during the emergency of 1943 ; but this emergency dis-
appeared by December, when Bengal reaped a record harvest of 80
lakh tons against a normal crop of 65 lakh tons. My predecessor said.
- that not a single grain should be allowed to be taken out of India. T would
say that we should carry on the Grow More Food campaign with such
earnestness and such vigour that we should not only relieve ourselves of
importiug a single grain ; we should be more than self-sufficient and grow
surplus for export outside. This point - was brought out in a letter
published in the Statesman of the 23th November 1943 and was again
pressed in a letter addressed to the Food Member on 11th -December
1943. It was suggested that Calcutta should be fed thereafter on
Bengal rice ; and it went on to say :*Bengal’s position for 1944 is now
certain, but the food prospect for Upper India would not be known till
4 months later. Is it wise in the circumstances to continue importing from
the Upper Provinces or Sindh ? Any’ grains that may be purchased by
the Government of India under their contemplated scheme of feeding
Calcutta should be kept up to April in the provinces where they are
purchased. Movement of grains, if necessary, should commence only
after April ; and necessity or otherwise, of movements, also distribution
if movement is necessary, should be determined not by the present demand
of Calcutta’s food from outside, but by ascertained crop position in
~April. It is certainly desirable that Bengal should build up a reserve
after its year. of starvation; but the necessity -for replenishment of re-
serve is no less for the provinces that exported heavily to Bengal during
the last 8 months, and completely denuded themselves of all surplus.”

Unfortunately, all this went unheeded ; and not only did rice and
wheat continue coming from Upper India to Bengal—the Bengal Food
Minister started propaganda for making Bengalees wheat-minded. Pro-
paganda to get over the rural Bengalee's reluctance to wheat continued
even after it was known in April 1944 that the wheat crop was in deficit by
10 per cent, . A ~

And what is the situation today as a sequel to this ? Food supplies
have proved inadequate in the U, P., and the Central Government have had
to come to its rescue  And Bengal has an excess of rice which the Central-
Government are now purchasing. Unnecessary transport from Upper India

~ to Bengal during the first nine months of 1944 has recessitated transport
later in the other direction. What huge waste of transport facilities at a
time when wagons are not available for coal and cloth !

Another defectin the Government arrangements is connected with
storage of grains, which has very often been entrusted to parties with’
absolutely no previous experience. You may have read in the papers of
huge quantities of rotting grains that were being dureped not very far from
Howrah Railway Station early in September 1944, quantities so large as to
need hundreds of lorries plying several times a day for over a week.
Similarly, huge quantities had to be destroyed -at Dacca Railway Station
and other places, having become unfit for consumption as a sequel to ineffi-.
cient storage, :

All this shows want of planning, pz‘micky purchases, panicky trans-
port and storage entrusted to inexperienced hands, Much of this could
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have been avoided if one of the recommendations in the letter of the 1lth
December 1913 had been accepted and acted upon, the suggestion te start
. Grain Reserve Banks which should be linked to the Reserve Bank of India,
‘at-one end and to the thousands of village co-operative societies at - the
other, every village having at least one co-operative society. Cultivators
should be induced to deposit their surplus produce in the village societies
-which, financed by the banks at tahsil, district or provincial headquarters
stations, should advance such sums (not exceedmg two-thirds of the value
of the produce) as the cultivators may need for pushing on with their next
crop, Storage will be in the hands of the producers who will be running
the village societies ; and wastage due to inexperience will be avoided.
. -Very reliable mformanon would always be available to Government about
surplus and deficits in different areas ; and quantities which under old cons
ditions require 1 months to purchase in the market it would be possible to
purchase through banks within as many weeks. Planning would be easy,
and panicky purchases and panicky transport would not be necessary ;
and the bulk of proﬁt on sale of grains would go to the actual
roducers ’

Grain Recerve Banks on these lines linked to the Reserve Bank of
India and subject to some degree of Government ‘.control will, I believe,
prove their utility notonly for the abnormal conditions of the war perlod
but for ‘all time as well. Neither simultaneous plenty in all provinces, nor
‘simultanieous deficit everywhere is usual ‘while it is quite usual to have
plenty in some provinces and deficits in others. The experience of 1943 has
shown that i inthe absence of a planned arrangement, . deaths from starva-
tion may be quite common in consxderable portions of the country inspite of
sufficiéncy of food for India as a whole. The Grain Reserve Banks will be the
nucleus round which planning will be made ; and it will pe an excellent
ari'angement for stabxhsatlon of prxces all qver the coyntry.

[ S A S .
T would conclude with only a few words about the very disputed
point of responsibility for the tragedy in Bengal in 1943. The central Govern=
ment wanted tomake out that it had been entirely the Provincial Government’s
f wlt-the Provincial Government wanted to lay all the blam= on the Centratl,
Sir Nazimuddin’s statement in Karachi possibly furnishes a clug to the
correct solution-honours ‘must be shared between the two. After food
supply came to hand, the Provincial Governnent went on dreaming for 7
weeks before tackling the problem of transport ; while, in the period prior -
to Bengal g‘ettmtr its own crop, the Central Government had more words
than deeds in the matter of sending out grains from other Provinces In
April, M1jor General Wood came out with a big statement, which he des-
cribed as the blueprint for the future; and in which he spoke of a 100 crore
worth' of purchase on the basis of determined figure for surplus
“particular areas and deficit in others What quantity this scheme contemp-‘
lated as Bengal's deficiency flgure was never given out inspite of repeated
enquiries in the Assembly and Council of State, on the ground that it would
not be in- pubhc interest Possibly this figure was cut down later ; and the
reduced figure was, we know, 793,000 tons, to be sent out by December.
which would justify expectation of despatch to Bengal of at least a lakh tons
a month, But what - where the quantities actually sent oat when
Bengal's needs were greatest ? In-the 30 days following the 100-crores
worth b)ueprmt Bengal was given only 11,900 tons, less.than one day's
food in one whole month. For July, Sir Edward Benthal’s statement of 2}
million pounds a day indicated no more than 35,000 tons in a whole month
Bengal's food for aday and a half, e

All this . was indicative of extreme apathy, nobody (except the
sufferers) takmg any serious interest in the very important problem of
quickly getting food into Bengal. Itis clearly necessary to devise more -

e
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satisfactory means for supply and distribu»tic‘m of foqd. Better arrangements
for increasing local production by really serious action .in the (}row More
food campaign in places like Bengal, Bombay, etc, and Grain Reserve
Banks to help in prompt distribution are my humble suggestions.

With these words I commend for your acéeptance the resolution
moved so ably by Professor Altekar.

INDIA AND THE WORLD

Professor I D. Sharma: Ladies and Gentlemen, the resohtion
which stands in my name runs thus :—

“The Federation is of opinion that in the Imperial and International
Conferences India should be represented largely, if not
wholly, by non-official public men commanding the confidence
of the peoole until such time as a National Government

can appoint its own proper accredited representatives”,

Before discussing the resolution itself, permit me to say that the
resolution owes its existence to the habitual practice of the Government of
India to nominate its own officers, spokesmen and mouth-pieces to re-
present India in all Imperial and International bodies and conferences.
The unfairness, the impropriety and the injustice of such a practice cannot
be doubted by any fair-minded individual or nation. It may be admitted
that the Government have from time to time nominated public men like
the Right Honourable V. S. Srinavasa Sastri, Sir Ali Imam, Sir C. P,
Ramaswami Iyer, Sir Mohd Habib Ullah and now Sir V. T, Krishnachari.
The resolution now before us demands that the representation of India
in Imperial and International conferences be on an equal footing with the
British Dominions and other nations’ representatives and should represent
India and her people and not merely the Government of India who as every
one knows functions more often than not as a department of the Brit'sh
Government. If this demand of the Indians is acceded, it is only then -
that India's voice will be heard before the bar of the world opinion and
her interests will not be sacrificed to those of their masters and henchmen.

[ also want to impress upon you that this resolution is not only
important but urgent as well. The urgency of passing such a resolution
is demonstrated by the continual policy of the Government to nominate
their own favourites, preferably officials, to thése delegations. They appoint
-‘safe? people in whom they have full confidence that they will speak what
they are tutored to speak. I shall show by placing facts before you how
I have arrived at this conclusion. °

Before the year 1907, Imperial Conferences were held
without any representative of India being invited to attend them. Perhaps
the British Government never felt the necessity of doing so. After that
the Government of India were allowed to send: their own nominees-not the
representatives of the people, The last Peace Conference set the fashion
in International Conferences. At the Peace Conference the late Mr,
Montague and the Maharaja of Bikaner-Maharaja Ganga Singh-represented
~India. Mr. Montague was the Secretary of State for India at the time—the
less said about a Maharaja representing the people of India the better.

At the International Labour Conference at Washington and the
London Naval Conference, India" was represented by Sir Atul Chatterjee..
He was also the head of the Indian Delegation to Ottawa in 1932 If [ am
permitted to say, this gentleman, Sir Atul Chatterjee is a member of the
steel frame, not of the war quality steel frame, but the old genuine steel
frame, and entered the 1.C.S. as early as 1896. It can be very well imagined

how and in what manner must he have represented the interests of this
country. ’
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The other gentlemen who have either represented India or have
headed Indian delegations, include Sir G. S. Bajpai and Sir Mohd Zafrulla
Khan. [do not think this is the place for enumerating their exploits or
adventures. ' :

» It has to be admitted that the Government often includes one public
- man in each ot the Indian Delegations to International Conferences and L
am proud to say that it is only those .members who have commanded the
respact of the world and brought honour to the motherland. (fear, hear)
Men like the Right Hon S. Sastri, Sir B. L. Mitter and Sir Ali Imam have
been listened to with great respect and :admiration. But our demand is
that such delegations should not include such eminent personalities in a
microscopic minority but* should as far as possible include public men of
the highest calibre and their number should be as large as possible, Sir
~Muhammad Zafrulla Khan’s performance at the Commonwealth Relations
- Conference should be an eye-opener to the Government: A person like
_ Sir Zafrulla who occupies a very important position in the counsels of the
Government, in the interest of national self-respect must have decided to
tell the world what he told. :

The delegation appointed for the coming San Francisco Conference is
the latest example and demonstration of the flagrant flouting of the interests
of the Indian people. Even the conscience of the Central, Assembly, which
is quite an easy conscience-Sir Cowasjee will excuse me, is shocked and a
non-official resolution is being tabled on Monday, i e. tomorrow to con-
sider the matter and make the delegation truly representative.

To make the Indian delegation a pocket edition of the British
delegation or to make it dependent on any instructions from the Secretary
.of State for India or the British Foreign Office is adding an insult to in~

- jury.

If India is to be heard, jt should be the voice of India. Would
England like its delegation to act under the instructions of Pandit Jawahar
Lal Nehru or Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru or for the matter of that under the
instructions of Canadians, Germans or Australians ! Why in the name of
international justice, should Indian Delegation be the nominees of the British?
Even if ‘safe’ men are wanted why not trust the trusted Assembly. Let the
Assembly choose the members of the Delegation ,

Such delegations as the Government of India appoints look, allow
me to say, more like criminals before a jury than the accredited re-
presentatives of a great people. They can represent India truly only when
they know that they are the representatives of the people and have the
interest of the people only at heart and not the nominess of a subordinate,
irresponsible and irresponsive Government. (Hear, hear and applause)
I need not, Sir, stress any further the importance and urgency of passing
such a resolution. I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for your patience in
hearing what I had to say. (Cheers)

Mr. S. M. Bose :—\We have listened to a very illuminating speech
from my young friend Professor Sharma, who has sponsored this important
resolution I support this resolution and will place it before you from a some-
what different point of view, The present state of international anarchy is due
the world being divided into about 60 different rival Sovereign States, each
looking for its own interests-hence the War. A noble attempt was made by
the League of Nations to stop the root cause of the war but it failed for
many reasons. - One of the reasons was that the League recognized only
the State Sovereigns and allowed each citizen to recognise no body else but
his sovereign who was entitled to his allegiance and loyalty. The inevitable
result was that the League would have to go to war to preserve peace and
it failed. There was international anarchy, each state fighting for itself, The,
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idea of self determination of which we hear so much now-a-days has led to
estrangement between State and State. The League failed because it had
no force behind it. It has been well said, justice without force is helpless
and force without justice is tyrannical. Therefore we must have a combina-

tion of justice and férce.

Various ideas have been mooted as to how to bring about perma-
nent peace. Many writers have advocated union between sovereign states,
so that there may be assured some form of super-state organization. The
question naturally arises how should the competent parts be represented,
There has been the Dumbartan Oaks Conference in which a scheme for pre-

Jventing war and establishing peace was put forward.‘ In. that scheme, a
body called the Security Council was set up by a * League, of Umged
Nations.” “There was also to be established a “General Assembly” consist-
ing of all the members of the League and still another suggestion ‘of the
Conference is the creation of an International Court of Justice to \:Vth!l the
Security Council might refer justiciable disputes among States, To imple-
ment this tentative scheme, there is to be the San Francisco Conference.
Now the point under consideration is that India should be represented there
by non-official leaders. But our hopes have been dashed to the ground by
Sir Olaf Caroe who stated plainly that we cannot have non-official represent-
atives because the San Francisco Coaference must be of a ' Ministerial
level?, a very high sounding phrase, and the representatives must be
Ministers. He perhaps forgot that in the Imperial War Conference in 1917,
in which there were the British Prime Minister, and 6 Dominion Ministers,
India was represented by Sir S. P. Sinha, a non-official member, and the
Maharaja of Bikaner.

There we had the English Prime Minister and Dominioa Prime Mi--
nisters and India represented by Non-Ministers. Then there were various
Imperial Conferences in which India had been represented by non-official
Indians like Right Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Tej. Bahadur Sapru.
But no fault was found. No body thought that the Thames would be set on
fire if India was represented by non-officials at that conference.” Now Sir
Olaf Caroe says that India is to be represented at San Francisco by Ministers
and he has succeeded in misleading Sir Abdur Rahim and so the adjournment
motion was not admitted. Iam glad that the dissatisfaction is going to be
expressed by means of a Resolution to be moved in the Central Assembly.
In 1923, the Right Hon'ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri said at the Imperial
Conference : o :

“I cannot fail to remember that the position we occupy here at the
Imperial Conference is not comparable by any means to the position
occupied by the representatives from the Dominions. They are called here
by virtue of being Prime Ministers. We come by nomination from our Gov-
ernment. We realise that that marks a great difference in status, We hope
that next year or the year after, our successors who will take our place
here will come here by their right. The person who will come in place of
His Highness Maharao of Cutch who represents more than one-third of
British territory in India will be sent by the Chamber of Princes by election
and the man who takes my place may likewise be elected by the Central
Legislature of the land.” +This was what the Right Hon'ble Sastri said in
1921, But now in 19145, instead of going forwards, we are going backwards.
There should be sent non-official Indians who have the confidence of the
people. I have the highest regard for the Ministers at Delhi, I say
nothing against them, Admittedly India is a Dominion and -] maintain
that our national honour demands that India should be represented by men
of her own choice, not by men chosen by the bureaucratic Government.
With these words I second the resolution.

The Resolution was put and carried. '
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. .DEFENCE POLICY

Dr. G. S. Mahajani :—Mr. Pi'esident, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I propose for your acceptance the Resolution which reads -as
follows :—

‘ “The Federation urges that India's status as envisaged in the posts
. war world and her future role as a bulwark of peace in Asia require a
radical change in regard to her defence policy. In the opinion of the
. Federation it is essential to take the following steps immediately with a
- view to ensuring the complete nationalisation of her defence services within
a short period 1= - ' .

' (!) The defence portfolio should be entrusted to an Indian member
commanding the confidence of the public, .

(¢7) The policy of Indianisation in all the grades of the Army,
' Navy and Air Force should be accepted and that lirge numbers
of Indian Commissioned Officers already in the defence forces
who have acquired valuable experience should be fully utilised

to bring about Indianisation at au early date.

-~ (i) The recommendations of the Shea Committee in regard to the.
expansion of the U. O. T. Cs. be given effect to.

The Indian Emergency Commissioned Officers should not be demobi-
lised after the war merely in order to restore the pre-war proportion between
Indian and British Officers. No non-Indian Officer should be appointed to
any post so long as an Indian Officer with requisite qualifications is available.
The Federation further urges that the army should be recruited from all
provinces and classes to a much greater extent than at present,”

- The resolution really explains itself. I shall only make a running
commentary on it by dotting the ‘i's and crossing the ‘t’s. In the preamble,
you find there is a refgrence to two factors—one, India’s status ‘as envisa-
ged in the post-war world, and—two, her role as a bulwark of peace in Asia.
There need be no doubt that the status of India in the post-war world
cannot be less than what was implicit in the Cripps’ offer. We already
passed a resolution this morning demanding dominion status within a year of
the cessation of hostilities—dominion status carrying with it the right of
secession. This naturally implies an obligation to defend our country. The
relevance of this factor is thus easily understood. .

The second factor is the role of peace which India will have to
play in the world affiirs. She comprises a large portion (about 18 %) of the
world’s population. Our culture is certainly higher than the average
culture of the entire world. We are a nation with a tradition and history.
The war has again shown that the safety and security of this country is a
pivot in the security of the whole area of the lndian Ocean in which not
ouly British but all the United Nations are vitally concerned. And during
this war, India has been the arsenal for the democracy in this part” of the
globe. Our country has, therefore, to play a positive part in maintaining
the peacein future. If peace is disturbed in the eastern part of the globe,
the duty of acting as the bastion of democracy will fallon us. In view of
all these considerations, the preamble suggests a radical change in the de-
fence policy of this country. That radical change is specifically defined in
the last sentence, namely, the complete nationalization of India’s defence
services within a short period. -

You will remember, gentlemen, that this resolution is coming up
every year before the Federation, But this is the first time that we are
putting in definite words our objective of completely nationalizing our
defence in a specified period. Selt-government is really measured by the
amount of control we exercise over our Civil Services, the Police and the
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Army. Now what has been the history of thése three arms of the Govern-’
ment ? Even a cursory glance reveals very instructive facts. Speaking
first of the Army, till about 1917, no Indian was admitted to its commissioned
ranks. And the terms of reference of the committee appointed at the end
of the last war—the Esher Committee—were only (s) internal security, (ss)
North-West Frontier defence and (iss» how the army in India should cope
with any external invasion temporarily till the Imperial force comes" into
play. In 1918 the Government took the first real step in this connection by
reserving at Sandhurst 10 places for Indians, In 1923 the scheme of Indiani-
sing 8 units was adopted. In 1927 the places reserved at Sandhurst were
doubled to 20. In 1931 the eight units scheme was expanded to cover one
division including one infantry division, one brigade of cavalry and Auxiliary
troops. In 1934, an Indian Sandhurst was opened and we have now the
Military Academy at Dehra Dun In 1939 the Chatfield Committee was
appointed for modernising the Indian Army and under its recommendations
the expenditure of mechanizing two Indian divisions was put against the Im-
perial exchequer. In 1944, last December, H. E. the Commander-in-chief
appointed a Committee-~the Wilcox Committee, and its terms of reference are
the size, the composition and organization of the Indian Army. This Com-
mittee is now touring over the country, collecting evidence and may soon
make its report. This history shows that progress at this rate will require
for complete Indianisation of our army something like 50 or 75
years. Unless, therefore, our objective is clearly stated and accept-
ed by the British Government no piecemeal reforms will be of any
real use tous  And if the Cripps’ offer conceded our demand for full domi-
nion status with th right of secession, I fail to see how these Com..
mittees come to be appointed whose recommendations might commit us,
before we are free to decide the issues, to expensive long range policies.

Regarding our control over the Civil Services and the Police, a-
speaker made some reference this morning to the Lee Commission. The
report of the commission recommended that in the 1.C.S, the ceiling limit
of 50 per cent. Indianisation should be reached in 15 years and in the case .
of the Indian Police, in 25 years. Now in 1924 the percentage of Indians
inthe I C, S. was 17 and in 1944 it reached 50, In Indian Police Service
the percentage of Indiansin 1924 was 112 and in 1944, out of a total of 422,
186 were Indians. These figures show that unless the objective of com-
plete Indianisation is specifically laid down, we cannot attain the full content
of dominion status. So much, Sir, with regard to the preamble of the
resolution. Let us now proceed to the specific recommendations,

The first recommendation is that the defence portfolio be entrusted
to an Indian member commanding the confidence of the public. The reasons
have been set forth year after year, We always speak of creating the
psychological conditions in the country so that young men will join the
army in larger numbers and take advantage of the facilities placed at their
disposal by the war. Now we argue on the intellectual plane of cold -
reason that this is also our war since our interests are closely linked up with
the victory of the United Nations: but so far as the masses are concerned,
mere logic does not work. You have tomake an emotional appeal. And
if we have been exhorting our young men to join the defence services—I
know the difficulties in the way—we are here asking the Government to
help us by creating the proper conditions in which the youth will respond to
- our appeal with enthusiasm. That is the significance of the demand for an
Indian defence member. Ineed not go into its other aspects. If Indians
are not associated with that branch of the administration where high policies
are formulated, how then can they gain experience ? From this point of
view also, the defence portfolio must be entrusted to an Indian. In Burma
they had a Burman as the defence minister. Are the Burmese, one may
ask, more cultured and advanced than the Indians ?
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. Our second recommendation reads :

* The policy of Indianization in all the grades of the Army, Navy
and Air Force shculd be accepted and that large numbars of Indian Com-
missioned Officers already in the defence forces who have acquired valu-
able experience should be fully utilized to bring about Indianization at an
early date.” Coo . :

Sir, as the war is coming to an end, one hears of schemes of demobiliza-
tion and plans of absorbing the demobilized personnel in the civilian branches,
There wasa time when we were told that men of the right type did not come
forward to join the Army, Now you have already Indian officers of the
proper type—why demobilize them ? Why not retain their services ? War
comes once in a way. The experience that men have gained now could not
be got in peace time. ' It is surely not wisdom to waste away all this valu-
able experience,

In suggesting that emergency Commissioned Officers should not be
demobilized, I gave some reasons when I spoke on this resolution in the last
session of the Federation. The Liberal Party has always recognised four
obstacles which bar our way to full political status. . The first is illiteracy,
the second our helplessness in matters of defence, the third our internal dis-
unity and the fourth is the presence of the alien Government which accentu-
ates these weaknesses of ours. .The stalwarts in our party took up this
matter of defence in right earnest long before any other party The long-
continued advocacy of Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer in this cause,” Pandit Kunzru’s
ceaseless efforts in the Council of State, Sir Vithal Chandavarkar’s services
for the U. T, C. and Sir Raghunath Paranjpye’s work on the Shea Com-
mittee are only some instances of the earnestness with which our Party has
strived for removing this obstacle . We advised our young men to enter the
Civil Service and get administrative experience and thus Indianize the Gov-
ernment machinery. They have done it and they are doing it. We now
further advise them to enter the Army and by getting Commissions help to
attain the other objective of nationalizing our forces.. There are difficulties.
But in spite of this, in spite of every discouragement, inspite of being dubbed
“ mercenaries "’ by their own countrymen, young men have joined the Army
in this wars Now though we know that our two million Indians are under
arms, we do not know the exact number. of Indian Officers. It might be
about four to five thousand - They are fighting in the sky,on the high seas
and on land. They have obtained the richest experience that a modern
war can give. Yet, my fear is that they will be, most of them, demobilized.
We suggest here that they should not be demobilized, The Wilcox Committee

_is to make recommendations as regards the size, the composition and the or-
ganization of the I. A, But as laymen we may presume that if the strength
of the 1 A. was roughly two lacs before the war, after the war it might be
about four lacs  For ‘a standing army of this size about 8 thousand officers
will be needed- You cannot get all these 8 thousand officers at once. But
you have got with you to-day some four thousand Indian E. C. Os. Ishall
not say that efficiency should be sacrificed for Indianization, but we do submit
that whatever officers are available, they should be retained and the Army
must to that extent be Indianized. That is our demand in the second
suggestion. .

Now just a word with regard to the third item in this resolution,
namely, that of giving effect to the recommendation of the Shea Committee
for the expansion of the U. O, T. Cs.  That committee made its report in
1925. The University Officers Training Corps are alloted to various Univer-
sities. The committee suggested that no artificial limit should be placed to
the number of these contingents and all young men desirous of joining
them should be encouraged to do so Now enough facilities do not at
present exist to meet the demand. The committee observed that the U. O,
T. Cs. are the foundation of the future national army and that they are the
reservoir of potential officers. If their recommendations had been accepted,
there is little doubt that since the outbreak of the war there would have been
a regular flow of young men for commissions in the Army. ‘
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Well, Sir, before I sit down, [ have to make just one observation.
When we speak of the complete nationalization of our defence services what
is to be our attitude towards the presence of non-Indian element in the
Army ? People would naturally ask how far the presence of the British
troops is contemplated, I should cite here the instance of Egypt. The
British Protectorate in Egypt was abolished in 1922, But the question of the
army remained a matter for negotiations which dragged on till 1936. In
that year a treaty of alliance was signed between Britain and Egypt under
which three things were secured = (i) the independence of Egypt was re-
cognized, (i) British troops were allowed to remain in specified areas on
either side of the Suez Canal and (iii) a provision was made by which after
20 years there should be a revision of the treaty. If in this revision, it is
found that Egyptian forces are able by their own resources to guarantee -
the safety of the Suez Canal then the British troops would be withdrawn. I
am not, therefore, worried about the presence of the British troops on the
Indian soil even after the complete nationalization of our defence services ;
because, that could only be, as in Egypt, under a bilateral agreement and
only for a specific period. B R

;-

I have, Sir, great pleasure in moving this resolution. 7’

™

Sardar P. S Sodhbans : Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, while
seconding the resolution, I only want to say that much of the ground has
already been dealt with in the learned discourse of Mr. Mahajani and
therefore very little has been left for me to say, with the exception that I
belong to a martial race. (Hear, hear.) 1belong to thaticommunity which
brought revolution in the north of India and stopped further invasion from
the west. On the other hand, from Indian point of view, we started in-
vasions from east to west and conquered the territory which was under
the control of Afghans and brought it under the sway of the Sikh rule. It
was a Sikh rule, indeed, because our Maharaja was a Sikh and the greater
portion of the army was of Sikhs. It was a rule of the nation, because the
Maharaja never made distinction between Hindus, Muslims and ' Sikhs while
making ministerial appointments in the cabinet and in the army. That was
the time when we were keeping control over the frontiers. After the death
of the Maharaja, the times changed. Our armies were brought under the
command of kindly, simple Muslim Generals. There was {no distinction
at the time of the Maharaja. What was the position at that time{ Our
armies were controlled by our own officers. Of course, there were French
and Ttalian Generals to train our armies. Similarly, we demand now that
when we get Dominion Status, all our armies from the beginning to the end,
should be Indianised and those officers who are at present, commanding
officers of the army, should be promoted to Generals. We can promote
them, I do not agree with Mr. Mahajani that we should have a treaty of
the type which he mentioned. What we want is that our officers, when
they have received training, should be in charge of the battalionsand
that they should be rapidly promoted, so that in the course of a few years,
after we get Dominion Status, our armies should be controlled by our own
officers, because we know that we are capable people and we can fight
our enemies in warfare and in the open field. Can we not manage our own
affairs and our own home? YWe can doso provided opportunities are
giventous. Sir, apart from this. the matter with regard to demobilisation
of the officers has already been dealt with by Mr. Mahajani that we want
officers, who have suffered the rigours of war, who have received training
and who have been on the front, should be retained and not demobilised.
I was surprised to hear that British soldiers have been promoted as
commissioned officers in order to keep up the proportion of the British officers
in the Indian Units. Thisis the real position which we have with regard
to our youngmen. When they will come back, they will be fixed. We
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as Sikhs, have started the Khalsa Defence of India League under the
aegis of H. H. the Maharaja of Patiala, and we are carrying recruiting
campaign throughout the province for the enrolment of the sikhs in the
army. We want that youngmen should join the army. But at the same
time we want also that they should be retained in the army after the
war. There is one point on which I differ with the resolution to some
extent and it is that the “Federation further urges that the army should be
recruited from all provinces and classes to a much greater extent than
at present” T tosome extentagree thatthe army should be recruited
from all provinces, but there are traditions which have been created,
How can you bring those persons who have never seen or touched the
sword and how they can become soldiers and fight the enemy 9 (A voice :-
we have createdit) There are Sikhs, there are Punjabee Muslims in the
North and there are certain other martial classes who are well versed in
the art of warfare by traditions, There are Gonds and Bhils and they are
of martial type but not of the present type. You cannot expect them to
fight in the same way as they are required. However I quite agree with
the demand of other provinces to enter the army. With these words |
second the resolution.

: R. B. CAPT. R, R. M. BHANDARL' Mr President, Ladies
and Gentlemen, I would ask you to come to action. I earnestly
‘request you . to start some military college on behalf of the Federation
If you do it, I will give Rs. 5,000 as a start.

SARDAR P. S. SODHBANS :—I question you. Military college
cannot be started without the permission of the Government, A

. ... R.B.CAPT.BHANDARI :—There are two eminent Principals
of our Colleges sitting amongst us and if they start teaching military
science as optional subject in.their colleges, nobody will stop them. T
offer Rs. 100/- p. m. to each of them. Sometime ago Ihad approached
D. B. Raja Narendra Nath, Sir Tek Chand, and Sir Goku! Chand Narang
with an offer of Rs, 10,000/- and had asked them to start military training
in our colleges. They called a meeting of the Principals and others but
they put objections and said that the Government would not allow any
training of the sort. But if there is a will there is a way. I
tell you I have been doing things which the Government would not allow
their Public Prosecutors to do, yet they were done tactfully and to their
knowledge. I will read a few extracts from a letter I wrote to Lord
Linlithgo, Viceroy of India, in 1940 and with it I offered him a year’s
income of which I sent him Rs, 7,000/- as earnest mo1ey if he accepted my

proposals as mentioned in that letter, which said :— ‘

.“The highest among the officials and non-officials have of late
been issuing appeals and been playing . their part according to
their interests for a satisfactory solution of the Indian problem.
The officials like the British Premier and the Secretary of State
for India and the Viceroy naturally emphasised the urgent
necessity for winning the present European War and the
. majority of the non-officials while agreeing with the above-
. mentioned officials have simultanuoasly been asking for a just
and quick solution of the Indian deadlock. The officials have
been invoking the aid of the Almighty God and of the sacred
.principles of democracy and justice while the Indians have been
complaining in their hearts and.many who are not connected
with the Government, through their words of mouth also, that
the officials are yet neither ready nor willing to translate their
beliefs into action in regard to the Indian demands. It ishigh
time that the British as well as Indian Governments understand
it once for all that promises alone, yhowever substantial, cannot
suffice for the removal of the deadlock. All the intelligent

.
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Indians feel (and sooner the British authorities know this fact
the better it would be for all) that some high placed and trusted
Indians are just now usurping the ears of the authorities and
moanoplising the favours of the Government. Human beings as
they are, they may be naturally and necessarily blinded by
their self-interest and must be telling the Governmeat that the
Government can ignore the discontent of those who plead and
even suffer for the permanent gnod of all Indians. They have
been successful so far because the poverty-of the Indian masses
makes man-power available to the Government and the
Government fails to realise that the man-power would be avail-
able in any case whether these trusted Indians be there
or not.” :

Regarding martial races and War Funds I wrote :—

“It is not being realised that a few crores of rupeesin the
War Purposes Fund and a few lakhs of salaried men recruited
from the so called martial races.cannot win the .war or even
defend India if the need for her defence should arise. Iam a
Kshatriya and although T originally belong to the martial class
yet through the cleverness of some people I no longer belong to
that class. Still I challenge Indians of the martial classes or even
Britishers in India to produce a better record of services to the
- King and the country during the last Great War, Afghan War,
and other Indian calamities, than possessed byme. To quote
from some documents, it was said by the Governors and other
highest officers about me that “he risked his own life, gave the
life of a grandson and gave a son reading in M. A. as relief
while worL’cing at his own expense as a Red Cross Commis-
sionerses...’ L :

I, therefore, say that it is utterly wrong that the martial races
are doing better service than the non-martial races Then I wrote :=—
“So let this myth of martial and non-martial races be laid in its
grave, Let men of all classes and communities be allowed to
adorn the racks of National Militia and out of these recruits for
the army be chosen and let our army be officered by Britishers
and Indians on equal, brotherly, and nationalbasis. Itis signi-
ficant that none of these leaders of the martial classes have
ever joined the army as a sepoy and that these few ‘trusted?’
leaders have been usurping the King’s and Viceroy's commis-
sions for their near and dear ones and the lower posts for the
people of their brotherhood.”

There is something at the bottom of this distinction between the
martial and non-martial races., Every man should be given equal
opportunity. Man is a bundle of habits and ‘circumstances. Give him a
chance and he can become a Colonel and .a General I made other
proposals for India’s economic uplift and for political advancement, and in
the end wrote that if my proposals are accepted then :—

“As a thanks-giving of justice, trust, and helpfulness everyone
in India whether Indian or European between the age of 18 and
45 should enlist for National Militia on self-sacrificing terms
so that the Government may not have financial difficulties for
maintaining a huge militia and that all new entrants should-forego
the advantages of any big salary, allowances, and pensions etc.
Everyone should also pay one month’s income to win the War
while I offered one year's instead of one month’s earnings and
sent a cheque No. 521584 dated 10th June 1940 for Rs. 5,000/~
asa part payment. I also sent a cheque No. 521533 dated
10th June 1940 on the Central Bank of India Ltd. for Rs. 2,000/~
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to be pald ta anyone of one hundred British or Indian legis-
_lators or journalists who could km"ly give a better or more
- acceptable solution by which India ‘could help the Britishers in

winning the’ war and solving the Indian deadlock, Ths prize
1 named “‘the - Hon’ble Meéssrs =~ Churchill, Amery, Lord
. Lmllthgo and Mahatma Gandlu Prize.” -

Gentlemen, my subm1551on to you all is that we ourselves can do
certain things yet we do not do them. Nobody cares for mere resolutions
“or talk’ unless they  have a.-,ancnon behind them. We have no such
sanciion . [ am a blunt mlhtary man and I suggest certain things which
if we will accomplish, we will make some advance. The schools and
colleges should start training in military science. The second thing is
that if some of you join hands, I can get permission from the Government
for such a triining or eveq for the establishment of military colleges and
schools, Government is ready to co-operate. We have to persuade and
tell them how it will serve their purpose at this junctnre and they will
sanction'it. That is how they " have abolished all dlfferencea between
marnal and non-martial classes (Cheers)

¢+ +Mr. S, S.‘ Bhagat :—Mr, Chairman, ladies and friends; I had
thought that after the previous speakers had expressed their views on the
resolutions there will be no necessity for me to indulge in speech making,
but for some reason or other the recently appointed ‘Colonel’ Sodhbans
‘and Captain Bhandhari have. kept us from the real situation. After Mr.
Mahajams.learned discourse it is only, necessary for me to draw your
attention to one aspect of the question, and that is that, shorn of all flowery
language. the resolution boils down to this .that let us haveno racial dis-
crimination in the army (hear, hear) and let us not have the Indian young
men, who have rendered service to their country and to the British Empire
be demobilized just because they happen to be Indians. . That to my mind
is the crux of the Whole situation. ' In" support of this. view I should like to:
say a few words in elucidation of the - history in' the Indian-field. When
the Skeen committee was appointed we thought ' that Indianisation was
going to take some practical shape and.that some steps will be taken which
will really produce a change in thé hearts of the army officers. General
Skeen was a statesman and a seer: The result was that for years the Com-
- mittee’s recommendations were shelved. They were not allowed to see the
light of day. This discussion was an annual topic in the Council of State
where veomin's service was rendered by patriots almost every year. I
will not tike up your time too long byt - I will bring to your notice three
things. - The first is that in the year 1923, 100 British officers were rec-
ruxted in the Indian Army on the alleged ground that the depredations
of war had  created great blanks and it was necessary to appoint one
hundred British officers. Not one single Indian was appointed to these
100 jobs.: Why, I do not know : the reason was not given. It is not
necessary to give reasons. At the Round Table Conference noble’
sentiments were aired. It was said that unless India could 'be trusted
with her defence there was no use giving her responsibility : unless Indians
could defend themselves there was no sense in their being self-governing
sd'fet us give them training and equipment to enable them to defend their
country. It was a noble sentiment. Not a few were taken in. In 1934
in the Assembly H. E. the Commander-in-Chief moved a bill. called the
Army Amendment Bill to the effect that an Indian academy should be started
in an area where Indian Army officers will be given Viceroy’s commission,
_ but they will not be on the same level as the British officers trained in
Sandhurst and other centres of military training. Sir Abdur Rahim, who
now adorns the Speaker’s Chair in the Central legislature, moved an amend-
ment that such an invidious distinction should not be made and that ail
officers of the Indianarmy may have the same status and same pay. That
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was a bomb-shell. His Excellency was not prepared to accept such an
amendment. A point of order was raised. A first class constitutional
crisis was brought about that the Indian legislature could not legislate on
the rights of British officers and that the subject was ultra viresof the
Indian legislature. Sir Shanmukhan Chetty then gave a ruling, after
mature consideration, that the Indian legislature had every right to pro-
vide the same status for Indian officers and that it was perfectly intra vires
of the legislature to say what status and what pay an Indian officer shall
draw or enjoy. The government very nearly threatened to throw out
the bill, but better sense prevailed, with the result that the Indian officers
recruited since then enjoy the .same status as the British officers of the
Indian army. Mind you they do not enjoy the same status as members
of the British army. That is a distinction which it will be well to bear
in mind. As recently as last year Pandit P.N. Sapru moved a resolution
in the Council of State that the Indian officers serving outside India should
draw the same pay and enjoy the same rights as the British officers
serving there. This seems to be a reasonable proposition that for the
same work same pay should be drawn, but it was not acceptable to our
masters, and the resolution was defeated. Clearly it had proved my sub-
mission that there is no change of heart among the British officers. The
resolution that we have proposed now asks for a change of heart and
definite signs that there shall be a change of heart. Some of you may
not be aware that when a person joins the army he gives up all civil rights,
Our youngmen thought that when they would join the army they would
enter a service where there will be no racial, class or other considera-
tions, In politics we have enough of it which is nauseating our healthy
well-being, but I reveal no secret when Isay that 90% of the Indian
officers are disillusioned.

They came to know that the Army was not one brotherhood and
there were distinctions made which did not produce that healthy spirit
which was so necessary among soldiers. Our country has produced
soldiers who are fighting the world over and who have proved their worth
in all the theatres of war, An Indian soldier has showed that he is in no
way inferior to a German soldier or a Japanese soldier or for the matter
of that any other soldier. It is all the more creditable when it is borne
in mind that he is fighting under conditions to which he is not accustomed.
Why should it be said that India who has won over 2,500 decorations
during this war cannot produce sufficient number of officers? His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief in 1934 said that it would take 40 to 60 years
for the Indian Army to be Indianised. He hoped that he would not be
there to see that Indian officers were placed to rule over British officers.
But that prophesy has been falsified. The conditions of the war have
necessitated such rapid and accelerated promotions that we have Indians
who hold Brigades. I do not wish to give out names but I know that an
Indian Brigadier has, by his skill and tactful handling of men, amazed
Americans. More than one Brigadier is serving in the South-East Asia
Command. There is one Indian General and in the Indian Medical Service
we have several Indian Generals and shall I say they are not upsetting the
- mental equilibrium of the British officers. We have produced men who have
won the admiration of the world; we have produced, I am proud tosay, more
than 20 V.Cs.—the second largest number in the British Commonwealth of
Nations. What Imean to say is that we have produced officers, and can pro-
duce officers, given the opportunities and training. These arguments should
be enough to silence those persons who had the audacity to suggest
that Indian officers lack initiative and courage and the necessary skill This
resolution is nothing but a demand to put the Indian officers on the same
footing as British officers in the Indian army. Itisin no way a revolution.
ary demand but is in fact the minimum demand. In conclusion I say that
this resolution should be treated as one of the most important resolutions
and sl;ould be passed unanimously. (Cheers)

The resolution was carried unanimously.
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Mr. President; The next item is the election of office bearers. [
recommend that the following gentlemen be elected as the General
Secretaries for the year 1945:~

1.- Prof. M.D. Altekar.
2. Mr. Naushir Bharucha -
3 Mr. E, Vinayaka Row

4. Mr. N. K. Balusubrani Ayer
The resolution was put and carried.

The other resolution is about the Council for the year 1945; Itis
"along list and the names have been submitted by each province. By
virtue of powers vested in me I have also nominated 5 persons to the
Council. I move that all these gentlemen form the Council for the year
1945. (Their names are given in the apperdix).

The resolution was carried.

Mr, President : The next resolution that I have to put to the
House is about the venue of the next session of thé Federa-
tion. In that connection I move that the next session of the
Federation be held at a place to be decided upon by the
Council of the Federation.

The resolution was put and carried.

Rai Sahib G, R Sethi : Friends and countrymen, I have been
entrusted with a very pleasant duty of proposing a hearty
‘vote of thanks to our learned President. The manner in

" ‘which he has conducted our deliberations and the various
practical suggestions that he .has made in his address will
prove of a very great value to the country (Hear, hear). [
believe T am voicing your feelings when I propose avery
hearty vote of thanks -for the trouble that our worthy
Presidént has taken in coming from a long distance. I
‘assure you that we need not be discouraged by the fact that
there have been only a few members who have come to
attend the session All those who have assembled here
will carry the message of liberalism, the message of practical
politics to every home in this province and in the country.

Once again, Sir, I thank you on behalf of the Punjab for all the
trouble that you have taken and the honour that you have

done to us in coming here. (Cheers)

Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram : This is a vote of thanks and I don’t think
it requires to be seconded, I formally put this resolution to
the House.

“The resolution was carried amidst cheers.

MR. T. R. VENKATARAMA SASTRI: Friends, our pro-
ceedings have now come to a close. [ cannot tell you how glad
1 am to have been the President of this session of the Federa-
tion. One reason is that it isthe 25th session, the Silver Jubilee
session, -of the Federation, Occasions like these come but rarely,
A second reason is that my early studies were connected with Indo-
Irapian antiquities and the Vedic period when this land was the land of
the Sapta Sindhus counting two tributaries on the western side of the
Indus. When I first came to this proviace in. 1930, my mind was not so
full of what I saw as of what ideas I had of this provizce from my sgudies
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about its ancient history. To be called upon to preside over a session held
in this province with those ancient associitions in my mind was especially
gratifying tc me. .

For the last three days I have been the recipient of your kindness.
I cannot adequately thank the members of the Reception Committee and
Mr, Rallia Ram who in the absence of the Chairman, R. B. Lala Ram
Saran Das, discharged his duties for him. I thank them all for the Way in
which they have looked after our conveniences

I wish the young ladies who inaugurated our proceedings with
the patriotic song of Sir Md Igbal were here to receive our thanks. At
one time the sessions opened and closed with songs though that has not
been the practice in recent years. That song was sung of the greatness
of our country conceived as one before the idea of dmdmg the country
had entered the author's mind, ‘ .

I have to express my thanks to the office-bearers for their : help
and guidance of our proceedings. We have toturn to the Secretary and
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Bhende, whenever there is any question of pro-
cedure

One last word about the resolutions we have passed. Some of
them were of great importance. That which related to Defence, and the
others relating to Recruitment, and to South Africa were of great impor,
tance. I may add that the leverof the speeches delivered were high and
won my admiration .

A word about Hindu-Muslim relations. One of the speakers
referred to the cordial relations that subsisted between Hindus and Mus-
lims. Just at this moment they might seem to have ceased. I referred in
1936 to a case which I may refer to again here to a new audience. It _
refers to Hindu-Muslim relations. In my southern presidency “there is.a
Muslim Pir’s tomb, over which the eldest member of a Hindu family presides
after becoming a convert to the Muslim faith. The story- is that, at ‘one
time, about a hundred years ago, a Hindu was cured of a serious illness by
the Pir who presided over the tomb. The Hindu asked .what he could do
in return, The Pir said “If you want to make a return, you become a Muslim
and preside over the tomb atter me and one half of your family property or
its income should belong to this institution and the other half should main-
tain the Hindu family. This goes on, the eldest of the family becoming Sij-
jadanashin of the institution. This came to my notice when the two bene-
ficiaries quarrelled over the accounts. Another fact thatl always knew
is that Hindus make vows and fulfil them to a er’s Tomb at Nagose
near Negapatam in the Tanjore district. '

These frie-dly relations may come back agam in your province.
How that may be I cannot say. Ttis not a problem in my part of the coun-
try. There is no feeling of animosity between the!communities in Madras.
No doubt owing to the recent activities of the Muslim League some of them
have enrolled themselves as members of the League, but that has not in any
way affected the relations between the communities. It is important to you
in this province. Last year Sir Maharaj Singh exhorted us to promote friendly
relations between different groups and I can do no more than repeat the
exhortation  This part of the country needs it more than ‘Bombay where
Sir Maharaj delivered it.

Attention has been drawn to the sparse attendance at this session.

I have this to say. Recently communal parties have arisen. The Congress
worked in the interests of the country without thinking of the interests of
Hindus or Muslims separately. In the good old days we had Muslim Presi-

dents of the Congress. We were not a commuaal body during the thirty-
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five years of united Congress. Since the Congress divided, the non-commu-
nal character remains, in the Congress and the Liberal Federation alike,

(Cheers)

" The qualities that are- required for any organisation have partea )
company. Individuals and organisations alike have two aspects—acquisition
.and consolidation of what is acquired. The active efforts for the acquisition
of freedom for the country have largely been in the hands of the Congress,
Proper decision and consolidating what is got are peculiarly within the
qualities of the Liberals, The original Congress possessed both sets of 'pe0p1e
and both qualities. During the last ten years on all critical occasions the
Liberals have had no deciding voice ard had not been consulted. If they
could have influenced the decisions the situation would be different. [ am
not blaming any political party. I have said more than L generally
allow"mySelf to say, namely, that on critical occasions if all the parties
who have the interests of the country at heart had been consulted the
decisions taken would have been different. Unfortunately the differences
between the communal and non-communal organisations and the division
. within the non-communal groups themselves have adversely affected the
. decisions of the last ten years.

Let me say again how greatly obliged I feel to the Pan)ab for
mvmng me to preside over this session.

1 forgot to refer to one matter—the formation of a Congress govern-
ment in NWFP, Though it was not a subject for any resolution of ours, I
take it to be a-welcome indication of what may happen elsewhere also in the
near future. (Cheers)

Gentlemen, let me fmally thank you all for the assistance you have
given me to make this session a great success. (Cheers)
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Copy of the speech delivered by Mr. Burjor J. Shroff at the Silver
Jubilee Session of the National Liberal Federation of India held at Lahore
on 18th March 1945. .

Mr. Burjor J. Shroff (Bombay):—Mr. President, ladies and gentle-
men, This is Mr. Burjor Shroff of Bombay, speaking. I feel sure our con-
ferere Mr. S. N. Bose will be glad of my having taken up his suggestion
to follow the rotarian practice in right earnest,

I have no hesitation in supporting, with all the emphasis at my
command, the resolution demanding the immediate release of the political
prisoners and the detenus notwithstanding the fact thatin the past I had
diametrically, on many an occasion, differed from the congress ideologies
and methods, But today I stand before you here on this platform to
join in the country-wide chorus of demand for their release. Undoubtedly,
it is our righteous demand for Justice to our incarcerated brothers and
sisters, - N

Looking back with an eye of calm and composed reasoning on the
genesis and the growth of the present deadlock, we all clearly discern and
from this platform I appeal to the British War Cabinet to calmly discern,
that it had been the greatest blunder in the annals of the British Common-
wealth in having wishfully and wilfully produced a malignant stalemate
detrimental to the vigorous and successful prosecution of the war. ‘

Now, Sir, in culling out into bold relief from this resolution, we find
the three centremost points. They are the Deadlock, the detention and the
instantaneous release. Firstly, we all demand that the chronic deadlock
shall forthwith go lock, stock and barrel. Secondly, the mass detention of
many an illustrious son and daughter of India has not the idea of the justifi-
cation, legal, moral and judicial, for locking them up in prison cells. And,
thirdly, therefore, their immediate release shall be carried outif ever the
democratic British statesmanship cares for the prestige, if any, to stand
upright before the world tribune.

We all have been hearing the word “Deadlock” which has been a
favourite term merrily used by the Indian and the British- governments,
What is “a deadlock”, then § Does it mean and imply, from their standpoint,
the locking up of doors of the Legislatures in seven provinces, and the sub-
sequent locking up in gaols of a vast number of those who wielded a match-
less influence in the Legislatures ? Whereas from India’s point of view, as
also from the world point of view, it connotes and signifies the self-locking up
of the very British statesmen. In fact, it is the Iocking up of the conscience
and the wisdom of the British Government struggling to hide their chaotic
judgment.

What is the earthly reason and benefit in detaining indefinitely
and without judicial trial so many precious and innocent lives in gaols?
\Where lies the guarantee, now, of the cartload of promises, assurances,
declarations and even of the glamorous Charters drawn up right in the
centre of the Atlantic Ocean and the Black Sea Regions, i.c., at Yalta ?
All these simply denote a cruel farce, were the British policy still to
persist in their stubborn attitude in having the free souls of India
rotted in detention places which are otherwise known. in Hitlerite par-
lance as “Concentration Camps, :

What is the gravemen of the charge? They (the Govt) say,
that it was the Congress Resolution of August 1942 that had flared
them up like a red rag. In the said Resolution, was enunciated the
. doctrine of emancipation, economic, political and industrial. It urged

upon the quitting out of India, of the machinery, system and principles
of perpetual enslavement. This was a very good excuse to pounce upon
as they were all the while waiting for a chance to pounce upon and
to pass on the Congress leaders to places of detention, If you had read
and re-read and I too have read for myself several times—=the ‘Quit-India’
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resolution, yoa will notice that there is not the shadow of a suggestion
in the Resolution for the physical quitting of the British with bag and
baggage out of India. It only demanded that their wretched policy of
grabbing poor masses of the lean economic mouthfuls, and the wretched
administrative machinery of grinding the Indians, should depart.

Even Gandhiji before his sudden detention, had clarified and also
emphasised that he never meant the quitting out of India of each and
every Britisher with his bag and baggage On the contrary, he wanted

them to stdy and live thh us as friends, as brothers and sisters of the

Indlans.

I feel sure that I am echoing the sentiments of our fellow country-
men that as true Indians and as our true kith and kins such of the
British as are anxious to adopt our country as their Motherland are all
welcome, that they work and toil for the welfare of our country and
countrymen, by thinking like Indians, by breathing like Indians, and by
joining issue with, and fighting for, India and the Indians.

; I will have to leave out several points just to be short. You all
remember, Ladies and Gentlemen, that before his accession to Viceroyalty,
our great Field Marshal Viceroy, Lord Wavell, had declared in England
“that he was carrying with him  an all-promising Mental Bag for the
‘magical solution of the Indian deadlock. He would open it only when
he amved here in India.

L2

There pervaded a feeling of very hlgh hope and breathless,
tense expectation that His Excellency would soon release all our in-
carcerated brothers and sisters; and would again revive and unlock the
provincial legislatures. Nearly 18 (eighteen) months rolled away, but
the much trumpeated Mental Bag or Portfolio has not yet been opened till
. this day. Gentlemen, with your permission, I do request.and do entreat
the Viceroy to please 1mmed1ately shout “ Open Sesame *' for his Mental
Bag to be open.

With my loudest but humble voice from this platform, I appeal
to those concerned, particularly I implore those of the British Cabinet,
in their own interests, for the welding of the futute solidarity of the
British Commonwealth, and especially if they wish and want the Common-
wealth not to be split up into fragments, then they must fortwith set
free all our Congress brothers and sisters now rotting in goals; and
assist with all their might and main in settmg again the ship of the
State to progress onward aud onward.

If they do so, it would surely reflect on the greatness and glory
of the contented and happy Family of the. Great Con:monwealth (Hear
hear).

The resolutxon was unanimously carried with great animation and
applause,

Mr. Shroff :—What aljout Rule 4 (c) ?

Prof. M. D. Altekar: [ We passed that rule keeping in view some
specnal cases. There are prgvinces where there are Liberal Associations
for instance the Punjab has how been added. There are others where
there are no Associations, {pr example, Bihar and Orissa. It was sug-
gested that people who coine from those provinces where there are no
regular .Associations should be nominated as members directly under
certain conditions. That /was why that Rule was put. My friend, Mr.
Shroff comes from Bombay and it is open to him to come to the Council
through the Bombay Asspciation,

XIS



Y

The Nauonal Lnlberal Federation of India

- COUNCIL FOR 1945—1946 T
President : T

Mr T.R, Venkatarama Sastri, C.I,E., Advocate, M)lapore Madras.

10.

11.

12,
13.
14,
15.

16.

-17.
718,
19.

20.

21.
2.
23.
23

Vice Presidents:
Sir P.S. Sivaswamy Aiyer, K.C.S.I, LL.D., “Sudharma”,
Edward Elliott Road, Mylapore, Madras.
Sir Moropant Joshi, K.C.LE., Nagpur.
Sir Raghunath Paranjpye, M.A., D.Sc., “Purshottamshram®,
Poona 4.
Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, K.C.L.E., LL.D., Setalvad Road, Malabar
Hill, Bombay 6.
The Hon’ble Pandit Hirdayanath Kunzru, Servants of Indxa :
Society, Allahabad.

Sir Cowasji Jehangir Bart., G.B.E,, M. L. A., Napean Sea Road,
Malabar Hill, Bombay 6.

The Hon'’ble Mr. P.N, Sapru, Bar-atLaw, 19, Albert Road,
Allahabad.

sir . Vithal Chandavarkar, Bar-at-Law, 41, Pedder Road,
Bombay 6.

Sir Bejoy Prasad Singh Roy, Kt., M.L.C., 15, Landsdowne Road,
Calcutta.

Raja Sir Maharaj Singh Kt, CIE '10,‘ Mall Avenue,
Lucknow. U,P. ‘ .

i Hon. General Secretaries. _ ‘
Prof. M. D, Altekar, M. A., 165, Shivaji Park, Bombay No. 28.
Mr. Naushir Bharucha, Advocate, 468, Kalbadevi, Bombay 2.
Mr. E. Vinayeka Row, Advocate, East Mada Street, Madras.
Mr, K. Balasubramania Iyer, “The Ashram” The Lux, Mylapore,
Madras.
Nominated by the President

Rao Bahadur R. G. Mundle, B.A., L.L.B., Amraoti,

Pandit Manmohan Zutshi, 19, Belli Road, Allahabad,

Mr. D.V, Ambekar, Servants of India Society, Poona No, 4.

Prof. R.H. Kelkar, M.A., 289, Narayen Peth, Poona 2.
Bombay.

Sir Homi Mehta, K.B.E., Apollo Street, Bombay 1.

Mr. A.D. Shroff, Bombay House, Bruge Street, Bombay 1.
Mr. Nusserwanji H.C, Dinshaw, 121, Medows Street, Bombay 1.
Mr. J.R.B. Jeejeebhoy, Alice Building, Hornby Road, Bombay 1.

Mr. Vasantrao S, Rawvut, J.P., French Bndge, Chaupaty,
Bombay 7.

Mr. D.G, Dalvi, Advocate, Temple Vxew Hughes Road

- Bombay 7.

Mr. B.D. Lam, Solicitor, 113, Esplanade Road, Bombay 1.
Mr. N.R. Wadia, 120, Parsi Bazar Street, Bombay 1.
Mr. K.]J. Debash, Solicitor, 79, Meadows Street, Bombay 1.



ISR RN A

29. Mr. J.R. Gharpure, Advocate, Angre’s Wadi, Bombay VR
~30. Mr. B.N. Gokhale, Advocate, Opp. Majestic Cinema, Bombay 4

31. Mr, Jebangir. P. Katgara, J.P, 10, Church Gate Street, .
Bombay 1.

32. Mr. VM. Apte, Advocate; Dhulia, West Khandesh sttrxct
33, Dewan Bahadur Chunilal. M. Gandhi, Nanpura, Surat. '
34. Mr,M.S. Sirdar, Bar-at-Law, Sholapur.

* 33.. Mr. K.T, Engineer, Banoo Maasion, Cumballa Hill, Bombay 6 .
36. - Mr. L.X. Rego, 48, Nesbeit Road, Mazagaon, Bombay 10.
37 Dr. Gope Guzbux, Simla,
38. Mr. K.R. Pradhan, Pleader, Jalgaon, East Khandesh District.

39. -Prof. D.D. Kapadia, M.A,, IES .(Rtd). 6, Staunton Road,
Poona 1. '

40, Mr.S.G, Vaze, Servants of India Society, Poona 4.

41. Mr. H.G. Gharpuray, I.C.S,, (Rtd 344, Shaniwar, Poona 2.

42, Prof. N.V. Kanitkar, Fergusson College, Poona 4.

43 Dr. GQ Mahajani, M. L.C., Fergusson College, Poona 4.
Bengal.

44, Mr.SM Bdse, Bar-at Law, 3, Federation Road, Amherst Street
P. O, Calcutta.

45. - Mr. N.K. Basuj:Advocate, 12,'Asu Biswas Road, Calcutta. _
46. Mr. HM. Bose, Bar-at-Law, 18-A, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta.
47. M. Satinath Roy, 15, Pdndita Palace Road, Calcutta.

48, - Mr. P.N. Singh Roy, O.B.E, 15, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta.

49, Mr. Sudhansu Kumar Mitter, 34/t, Elgin Road Calcutta,

50. Kumar Ra]endra Prasad Roy, 79, Upper Chitpur Road, Calcutta.

51, Rai Nagendra Nath Mookerjee Bahadur, O, B. E., Ranghat,
Calcutta, .

~ b2. RaiKeshab Chandra Bahadur, Satrapur, Dacca.
53. Mr. Jatindra. Mohan Dutta, 45, Barrackpore Trunk Road

Calcutta.
51, Mr, Manmathnath Sen, Solicitor,. 44, Ramkanto Bose Street,
_ Calcutta,.
55. M. B.K. Chaudhari,” Advocate, 99/1/C Cornwallis Street,
Calcutta,.

56. Lord Sinha of Raipur, 7, Lord Sinha Road,, Calcutta.

57. Raja Bhupendra Narayen Sinha Bahadur of Nashipur, 54,
Garahat Road, Calcutta.

58, Mr. D.C, Basu Mallik, 18, Radha Nath Malik Road, Calcutta,
59. Mr, Shivaprassana Ghose, 75, Beadon Street, Calcutta.

_ 60. Mr. Nirmal Chandra Ghose, Sheorapuli, Hooghly. (E.LRly)
61. Kumar Sarabindu Narayan Roy, 11, Braunfeld Row, Calcutta.
62. Mr D.C. Ghose, Bpr-at-Law, 23, Debendra Ghose Road, Calcutta,

63. Mr. Kiran Chandra Dutt, M.R.A S, (Lendon) 1, Luxmi Dutt
Lane, Calcutta.

63. Mr. Anil Chandra, Solicitor, 6, Brmdabad Pal Bye-Lane,
. Shyambazar, Calcutta, -

The United Provinces,

65. Pandit Igbal Narayen Gurtu, 20, Hamilton Road, Allahabad.

66. Rai Bahadur Lala Behari Lal, Rani Mandi, Allahabad,
" 67. Rai Bahadur Dr. Rajendra Swarup, Civil Lines, Cawnpore,

68. Rai Brij Narain Gurtu, Advocate, George Town, Allahabad.

69. Babu Bodh Raj Sahney, Advocate, Civil Lines, Jhansi.

70. Pandit Krishna Prasad Kaul, Servants of India Society, Lucknow.
~ 71. Pandit Gopinath Kunzru, 11, Clive Road, Allahabad.
72, * Mehta Krishna Ram, Lukerganj, Allahabad. ‘



73.
74,
75

77,
78,
79,

)
8l.

82.
84,
85.

86,
88,
89.
90,

-9,
92,

93.
04,
95.
96,
97,

98.

100.
101.
102,
103.

104
- 105,
106.
107.
~ 108
109,
1no.
111,

112,
113.

S/

Rai Bahadur Barijnandan Lal.

Babu Vishau Nath, Advocate, 3, Cawnpore Road, Allahabad,
Mehta Mahipat Ram, Leader Building, Allahabad.

Rai Bahadur Pandit Parmeshwar Nath Sapru, Advocate,
Fyzabhad. .
Rai Bahadur B. Kamta Prasad Kakkar, Rais, Allahabad.

Mr Maheshwar Dayal Seth, Talugdar, Kotra, Sitapur District.
Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Narain, Maurawan, Unao, Oudh.
Rai Bahadur Badri Datt Joshi, Vakil, Almora.

Pandit Rajnath Kunzra, Chhili-Int, Agra.

Mr. Ayodhya Dis, Bar-at Law, A1aad Baravaa, Gorakhpur.
Pandit Rameshwar Nath Zutshi, Leader Office, Allahabad.
Kunwar Sukhbir Singh, Surajpur Estate, via Hathras, Aligarh
Distt. o
Mr. Surendra Nath Verma, Advocate, 7, Elgin Road, Allahabad.

Madras.

Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar, Chettinad Palace, Adyar, Madras,
Rao Bahadur M. R, Ramswamy Sivan, Coimbatore.

Dewan Bahadur M. Balsunderam Naidu, C. I, E., Rutherdon
Road, Madras. - .-

Mr. S.R, Venkatraman, Servants of India Society, Royapettah,
Madras.

Mr. C, R. Somayajulu, Journalist, Vizainagaram, South India,

The Punjab.

Sardar Bahadur Sardar Ujjal Singh, M. L. A., Upper Mall,
Lahore, .
Khan Bahadur Sardar Habibullak, Bar-at-Law, Davis Road,
Lahore.

Sardar P. S, Sodhbans, R, A.. 16, Macleod Road, Lahore,

Mr, C, L. Anand, Bar-at Law, Principal, Law Coilege, Lahore,
Mr, Abdul Qayum Malik, Bar-at-Law, Bzgum Road, Lahore,

Rai Bahadur L., Labhchand Mehra, Amritsar, :
Pandit Haradatta sharma, Servants of India Society, 17, Macla-
gan Road, Lahore. ,

Gyani Khazan Singh, Oriental College, Lahore.

Prof, I, D. Sharma, D, A, V., College, Lahore,

Mr. J. R. Gupta, Asiatic Electric Company, Anarkali, Lahore,
Seth Lachhman Das, 2, Masson Road, Lahore.

Mian Mahomed Shareef, Advocate, Anarkali, Lahore.

Mr. Banwarilal Sharma,

Central Provinces & Berar.

D-wan Bahadur K. V. Brahma, C. 1. E., Advocate, Nagpur.
Mr. P. Kodanda Rao, Servants of India Society, Nagpur.

Mr, N. A, Dravid, M. A., Servants of India Society, Nagpur.

Mr. K. K. Mankeshwar, Auditor, Dhantoli, Nagpur.

Mr. A, D. Mani, Servants of India Society, Nagpur.

Mr. J. V. Deshpande, c/o Sir M, B. Deshpande, Mahal, Nagpur.
Mr, K, S. Bhardwaj, Manager, “Hitawad", Nagpur, ‘

Mr. N. B. Chandorkar, Advocate, Dhantoli, Nagpur.

Orissa & Assam.

Rai Bahadur K. L. Barua, Shillong.
Mr, Chandradhar Barua, Jorhat, Assan.




