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SECTION I



Shri Subhas Chandra Bose.
President



MAHAKOSHAL INVITATION AT
HARIPURA.

On behalf of the Mahakoshal = Provincial
Congress Committee Thakur Chhedilal President
of the M. P. C. . invited the fifty second Session
of the Indian National Congress to Mahakoshal.
The Congress Province of Mahakoshal comprises
the Hindi Speaking Districts of the Central
Provinces, Though two Sessions of the Congress
were held at Nagpur in the years {891 and 1920,
and one at Amraot1 in the year 1897 and though the
Session at Nagpur, held in thgyear 1920, made
itsell momentous by the adoption of Mahatma
Gandhi’s programme and change in the Congress
creed marking a New Era, the Hindi Districts of the
Central Provinces, wh' j were carved into a new
Congress Province in 1920, did not so far have
the good fortune of having this national assembly
held amongst their midst, except that in 1934 a
meeting of the All India Congress Committee was
held at Jubbulpore, the Capital of Mahakoshal. It
was, therefore, natural that all national workers in
Mahakoshal welcomed the idea and were eager to
make the Session as great a success as possible
inspite of the fact that Mahakoshal is an extremely
poor Province and cannot boast of having its
captaing of industry and its multi-millioneers as
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Gujrat hés, nor has it the honour of having - any
stalwart Convress leade. hke the Sardar of Bardoli;

Provnslonal Receptlon Commlttee and
Co-ordination Commlttee

No tlme was lo%t in makmv arrangemems of the
‘ensuing session and fulfilling its duty which the
Mahakoshal bad cheerfully undertaken, The Pro-
visional Comlmttee was formed on 12-6-38 at Katm
with . Thakur Chhedilal as President and Messts.
K. R. Khandaker and Badrinath Dubey as General
Secretaries,  Certain sub-committees were also
formed more 1mportaut being fun( s collectlon,
tender, -yolunteer and propagandd ‘sab- committees.
I order to cd-ordinate the” activities of the dlﬂerent
‘sub-committees a Co ordination siib- 00mm1ttee was
also formed under “the Pre51dentsh1p of I‘hakur
Chhedilal and it is this Committee which had to
decide many of the most important problems which
faced the . Reception Committeé and did very
effective work. The funds collealon Sub- Couumttee
consisted of Seth Govmddass, Thakur Chhedilal and
Seth Sheodas Daga, ~Seth Govinddass the respected
Mahakoshal leader, toured throughout the Province
at great personal “inconvenience and succeeded in
collectmg 2 large amoum '

* Venue and the site of tbe Congress

" The fiest quesnon which arose was to fix the
venue of the Congress and it appeared that it was



3

not very easy to fix it as the different quarters of
Mahakoshal vied with each other in having the
Session in their part of the Province. [t was found
that Chhatisgarh was as eager as Jubbulpore and in
the Jubbulpore District itself there was a compeu
tion between Katni Tahsil and the Jubbulpore
Tohsil. A site Sub-Committee was, therefore, formed
to decide the question from alﬁl points of‘ view and .
ultimately it was decided to have the Session in the -
Jubhulpore Tahsil.

At first Lamhetdghat was chosen to be the site
for the Congress, but later on it had to be changed -
and Tripuri or Tever was the final selection. The
site of Lamhetaghat was changed mainly because of
water and transport difficulties.

Tripuri: Historical Survey.

Tripuri or Tever has a very ancient history and
slorious past behind it. It was the édpital city
of the Kalachuris who were a branch of Halhya
Kshtriyas 1nd who belonned to the famous Lunar
Race. The Kalachuris rose into prominence towards
the middle of the 3rd century, A, D, and used their
own era which is called Kalachuri or Chedi era and
which began from 240 A. D, It seems that from 900
A. D. for three centuries Tripuri was the Capital of
the Kalachuris. The first great Kalachuri king was
Koakalla [ who married the Chandel Princess
Nattadevi, sister of Harsha. He had eighteen sons,
one of whom named Mugdh-Tunga became the ruler
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of Tripuri,  Thus Mugdh-Tunga was the first king
of Tripuri ond his younger brothers acted as Pro-
vincial Governors. Mugdhtunga extended the
Kalachuri power all zound and towards the East as
 far as the shores of the seas. The next important
King of this dynasty was Gangeyadeva under whom
the Kalachuris rose into a first rate Imperial power. ~
Karnadeva another great King of the same dynasty
-~ built a beautiful town calted Karnavati, the present
Karaubel close to Tever. The close of the. reign
of Karnadeva marked the decline of the Kalachuris,
For nearly 300 years, i. e. from 900 A. D. to 1200
A. D. the Kalachuris dominated the pohtlcal history -
of this country, Mahakoshal beirg the centre of
their power and Tripuri the seat of their Empire.
‘The Kalachuris had conquered Bengal and Orissa in
the East, Karnatic in the South and Gujrat in the
West and i in the North they had gone right upto the
fmnhers of Nepal They were divided into two
important branches, the main branch had its capital
at Tripuri and the other branch at Ratanpur in the
Bilaspur - district. It was on the ruins of the
Kalachuris of Tripuri that the Gond Kingdom of
Garha Mandia arose in the XIII century A, D. It
was founded by one Jadurai who was in the service
of Kalachuri Kings., He entered into an alliance
~ with one Surbhi Pathak, who wasa dismissed
otﬁcer of the Kalachuris and both conspued to over-
come their former chief and they succeeded in their
attempts. One of the most famous kings of this
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dynasty was Madan Shah who built Madan Mahal
which stands between two gigantic rocks and is on
the way to Tripuri, Sangram Shah was another
famous king of the Gond Dynasty, who extended his
sway over the valley of Narbudda and the parts of
the Satpura plateau and built the fortress -of
Chauragarh at Narsinghpur and the Sangram Sagar
Lake near Gatha on the way to Tripuri. He also
constructed a temple called the Baijoamath dedicated
to god Bhairava, but it is Rani Durgavati who was
undoubtedly the most illustrious of all the sovereigns
of Garha Mandla and who is still remembered in
this part of the country with heartfelt-respect and
admiration, She governed her Kingdom for
fifteen years with great success and even the hostile
author of the Aini-Akbari had to admit that her
rule was just and her people prosperous. The
atteation of the Emperor Akbar was drawn to this
peaceful Kingdom in the centre of India by the
tales of wealth of this Queen and the prosperity of
her Kingdom and one of the first expeditions of
Akabar’s reign was directed aganist Rani Durgavati.
Sir W. H. Sleeman has given a vivid account of the
battle which took place between the forces of
Asafkhan, the Viceroy of Akbar at Kara Manikpur
and the forces of this Queen and it is one of the
most thrilling episodes in all History,

The great Queen fought very bravely and not
withslanding the agony she had suffered from the
wounds she received in the skirmish, she
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refused to retire, . Her's is a shining example of
heroxsm and. burning patriotism for all those who
are fighting for liberty. This Queen laid down
her life for the freedom of her country and the
liberties of her people and that makes her one of-
"the brightesﬁ jewels in the whole of Indian History.
Herk'successors‘wne not as brave as she was and-
the Marathas acqulred this pirt of the- country ir
" the 18th century. In the early 19th centary the
same exehanged hands and came uader the sway of
the British and th_en»a separate division was formed
. under the title, Saugor. a‘nd‘ Nerbudda - Territories
and put under the Administration <f an Agent . to
. the Gd‘vérnor General. Later on they were put under
}he Li‘eutenan} Governor of ihe North ‘West Provinces
‘which are now kbown as the United Provinces of
Agra and Oudh. -Ir was in 1861 that the Saugor
and the Nerbudda - “Territories comprising Saugor,
Jubbulpore and Betal, stmcts were placed under
the administration of the Chlef-Commlssmor and -
a separme Proyince called the Central Provinces
was constitated, [n . the meantime parts of
Chattisgarh were annexed to British dominion in
1854 by thedoctrine of lapse initiated by lord
_’Dalhoume and made a part of the Central Provinces,

* Reception Committee : The 0ff|ce-Bearers
and different Sub-Committees. -

On 1L 39 Seth Govinddass was unanimously
keleuled &8 lhe Chalrmun of the Recepuon Committee.
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Soon after he formed his cabinet by nominating
the vice-Presidents, Secretaries, the Treasurer and
other members of the Executive Committee.
Chairmen of diffirent sub—committees were also
elected who were expected to co-opt other persons
and to form sub-committees to look after and caryy
on the work under their charge. "

A consolidated . list, of the ofﬁce bearers and
members of Execative comnmittee, as well as the -
Chairmen of diffirent Sub~Commitiees is given
below for ready reference :—

The Chairman and Office Bearers of the
* Reception Committee.
Chairman. ., ... Seth Govinddass M. L, A.
~ (Central ) Jubbulpore.
Vice Chairman, .. 1. Pt Makhanlal Chaturvedi,
' Khandwa,
2. Seth Sheodas Daga. M. L. A,
( Central ) Raipur,
3. Maulvi Chiraguddin, Saugor.
4, Pt Badrinath Dube,
Jubbulpore.
General Secretary The Hon'ble Ghanshyam Singh
~ Gupta, Drug, ( Speaker C. P.
Assembly )
Secretaries ... 1 Pt Shambhudayal Mishra,
. M.L. A. (Central) Hoshangabad.
2. Mahant Laxminarayandas,
M. L. A. Raipur.



Treasurer

Members ...

......

3.

4.

8

Shri Raghunath Singh

* Kiledar, M. A, Na.rsm“hpur.
Pt. Kunjilal Dube, Advocate
Jubbulpore

Seth Suganchand Rathi,

10.

Jubbulpore.

. L Pt Prem Shanker Dhagat,

M. L. A, Damoh.
Pt. Prabha Shanker Dhundi-
raj Jatar, M. L, A, Seoni.

- Pt. Girja Shanker Agnihotri,

Mandla, . ¢ -

Shri Beohar Rajendra Singh,
M. L. A Jubbulpore,
Seth Deepchand Gothi,
M. L.'A, Betul,

Mrs. Subkadra Kumari Chow-
han, M, L. A. Jubbulpore.
Captain  Avadhesh = Pratap
Singh, Rewa.

Maulvi Abdul Raufkhan,
Raipur, '
Shri Anokhelal Ar]hare
Khandwa, '

Seth Badrinarayan, M. L. A.

. Balaghat,

Shri P. R. Dongaonkar, Drug,
P. A. to General Secretary

For faclhty of work and to expedite it and for
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Hon. Ghanshyam Singh Gupta
General Secretary
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securing better supervision the Secretaries were put
in charge of groups of Departments as follows :—

NO e W

—
&

SANE- T A =

© 0N o e w0

Pt. Shambhu Dayal Mishra.

Sanitation Sub-Committee
Accommodation "
Exhibition »

General Purposes

Kisan Camp ,, »
Advertisement ,, »
Pandal ” 2

Mahant Laxminarain Das.

Propaganda Sub-Committee.
Watch and Ward ”

Volunteers  ,, »
Medical Relief,, ”
Reception » "
Procession »
Board » »
Entertainment ,, »
Ladies Accommodation
Music 2 ”

Shri Raghunath Singh Kiledar.

Construction Sub-Commitsee,
Light " ”
Water Works ,, '
Material Purchase ,
Store . ”
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6. Decoration »
7. Transport , .

_Pt. Kunji Lal Dube.

. Collection Sub.Committee,

1
2. Finanee " ”
3. Bazmar " "
4. General Office . v
.5, Audit ” "
6. Prioting ,
7. Ticket " "
8. Enquiry " "
9. Leaders’ Camp ”

Pt. K, L. Dube in a‘dd'ition‘to‘ the work put in
his charge looked after and carried on the duties of
the General Secretary during the latter’s absence.

Presidents of the Various Sub-Committees.
Reception Committee ... Seth Govinddas,

M. L. A, ( Central ).

1. Reception Sub-Comt, .., Sardar Amar Siagh,
M. L. A,, Bilaspur. -

2, Collection ... Seth Sheodas Daga,
M. L. A. (Central)
) : Raipur.
3. Delegates Camp ... R. S, Hukumchand,
; ' » Jubbulpore.
4. Volunteers ... Mahant Laxminarain

Das, M. L, A, Raipur.



10.

i1

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17,

11

Pandal
Accommeodation

Exhibition

Medical Relief

Printing

Stores

Procession

Board
Entertainment
Lighting
Decoration

Water Works

Ticket

.. Seth Narsinghdas

Agrawal, Jubbulpore.

... Sardar Bhagwantsingh,

Jubbulpore,

... Shri Bhagwant Rao

Mandloi, M. L. A.
Khandwa.

.. Dr. R. C. Rai,

Bilaspur.

.. Shri Yadunandan

Prasad Shrivastava,
Bilaspur.

... Shri Shyamlal Agrawal,

Jubbulpore.

.. Kuwar Bhuwan

Bhaskar Singh
Bilaspur,

.. Shri Jaskaran Daga

Raipur,

.. Pt. Govind Prasad

Khamparia, Katni

.. Shri B. P. Trivedi,

Damoh.

.. Shri Kashiram Tiwari

Pleader, Bilaspur.

.. Shri Krishna Deo

Bhatt, B. A,
Jubbulpore.

.. Shri Chaturbhuj Bhai

Jasani M, L A. Gondia
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' 18, General Purposes
‘19; i"inance : | -

| 20. Bézgr

,‘ 21.\ Stor; Purch‘ase;

2, T)':ans'poxt,'
23. Leaders’ Camp i

24, Enquiry

.

. Shri Murlidhar Mishra .

‘Pleader, Bilaspur.

. Seth Sugan Chand

Rathi, Jubbulpore.

» Shri Sarvadutt Bajpai

Pleader, Bilaspur,

. Shri Kashiprasad — '

Pande, M. L, A. Sihora

. Shri Chintaman Rao

Otalwar, Piéader,
Bilaspur, -

. Shri Kunjbiharilal

Agrabotri, Advocate,
Bilespur.

.. Shri Mathuraprasad

Dube, Pleader, Bilaspur

95. Ladies Accommodation. , Shrimati Ratna Kumari

| 26. Office

27. Kisan RéceptiOn
28, ,Music
29. Watch and Ward

30. Sanitation -

Devi, Jubbulpore.

.. Shri Narmadaprasad

Mishra M. L, A,
Jubbulpore.’

.. Shri Arjuh Singh

M. L. A. Hoshangabad

... Shri Puchkaud Prasad

Bilagpur.

. Shri Kishanlal

Chaturvedi, Bilaspur.

... Dr. Sheodulare
Mishra, Bilaspur.
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Bird's-Eye View of Vishnudutta Naéar.
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31, Advertisement ... Shri Vasudeo Rao Sub-
: hedar M. L. A, Saugor.
32, Audit ... Seth Motilal Bhura,
Jubbulpore.
33. Propaganda ... Pt. Ambikacharan
Shukla, Pleader,
Raipur.

Construction Sub-Committee and
Vishnudutt Nagar.

The Nagar Construction Sub-Committee was
formed under the Chairmanship of R. S. Hukum-
chand, a retired Governnent Engincer who had
invaluable guidance and help of Shri Ramdas
Gulatee whose services were lent by the Wardha
Ashram. Shri Gulateeji had the experience of the
two rural Sessions of the Congress at Faizpur and
Haripura and he planued the laying out of the
Congress Nagar, The first question to be considered
was to. give the Nagar a suitable name and it was
decided to name it Vishnudutt Nagar to honour the
memory of Pandit Vishnudutt Shukla who died at
Nagpur in January 1921; just after the Session of
the Congress held there in 1920. Pandit Shukla was
the poineer worker in political field in Mahakoshal
and was the undoubted leader of the New Province.
He was fast rising into prominahce as an All-India
Leader, when he was suddenly taken away from the
field of his activities by the cruel hand of death.

The first brunt of the activities of the Reception
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Committee naturally fell on the Nagar Construction
Committee. It has been referred to before that at
first the site selected was at Lamheta Ghat on the
bank of the Nurbudda at a distance of over 9 miles
from the city of Jubbulpore. Preliminary arrange-
ments were made to start work at this site, 1t how-
ever, soon became evident that the metalled road -
between the Sagara Village and Lambetaghat, a
distance of about four miles, could not be constructed
in such a short period and the result was that an
otherwise excellant site had to be abondoned and
was changed to Tilwaraghat situated on. the banks
of the Nerbudda about eight ‘miles from Jubbulpore
and on either side of the pucca road from Jubbulpore
to Nagpur,

Necessary steps were taken with the help of the
Revenue authorities to take temporary possession of
the land needed for the purpose. Shri Gulatesji
started the work of surveying the site but just at this
time R. S. Hukumchand was requested to lend. his.
services free for the construction of the Nagar which
request he gladly accepted. The work of surveying
the site, of jungle clearance, of receiving and collect-
ing materials from Jubbulpore was then started in
right earnest by the end of October '33. The work
of Jungle cutting, grubbing roots, levelling up hollows
and cutting field-embankment took considerable time
as also the survey operations on account of the very
broken nature of the site. . The survey was practi-
cally completed and plan prepared by the end of



15

December,  The work of constructing huts for
workers, however, could not be started earlier than
the middle of December,

By this time large quantity of hutting and other
materials had arrived at the site and planning up
the Nagar for all practical purposes had been
completed by Shri Gulatiji. Rates for building
standard sized huts (100x20) were determined by
building a couple of workers’ huts departmentally,
On these rates piece work contractors were employed
for the construction of other huts except that the
struclures in the exhibition area were constructed
departmentally according to the wishes of gentlemen
incharge of the Exhibition.

Reception Committee offices were shifted to the
site on the 20th December 1938, A brief descrip-
tion will give an idea of the magnitude of the work
of construction carried out in the Nagar. The
greatest breadth of the Nagar from North to South
was over five furlongs, comprising 250 acres.
Except a small cultivated area towards the north of
the Nagar where Jhanda Chowk, and the Open
Session amphitheatre were located, the rest of the
area not only consisted of uneven and heavily
broken grounds consisting of spurs and ravines but
it was full of jungle, thorny shrubs and trees of
various types. Clearing up of this jungle, grubbing
roots of trees, filling hollows and generally dressing

~up the site to make the same to fit to receive struc-
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tures of the Nagar was quite a huge task. Even the
cultivated area was not easy to handle. - The felds
were sub-divided into small plots by means of
embankments which bad to be removed and the
whole area had to be levelled up and rolled; Besides
these difficulties there were large and small pits on
gither side of the roads.  Some of these pits had to
be derained off as, practically speaking they were
‘ponds with muddy water and required filling and
rolling up to make the site &t for parking of heavy
lorries and for similar other purposes.

As the area comprising the Exhibition, the
delegates’ hotels, the delegates-carhbs on the FKast
of the Jubbulpor&Nagpur road was ‘surrounded by
deep ravines with almost vertical sites, bally and
bamboo fencing as a measure of safety .against
“accidents had to be provided along a length of
‘almost two miles of ravines. .

The plansing of the Na'gar reflected not ‘only
the experience and skill of Shree Ram Das Gulatee
but also the great pains taken by him in completing
the picture of the Nagar with multifarions require-
‘ments satisfing to the minutest details. Necessary
. approach roads were provided to give easy eccess
to all the places in the Nagar. To complete all this
work a large number of labourers and skilled
artisans were employed during the course of about
four months. At one time the number of labourers
rose to the high figure of 1200 which also included,
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hundred artisans. The total expenditure on labour
amounted to Rs. 24,550/7/9. All this benefitted
the villagers round about and this figure did not
include the labour charges which were disbursed by
the Public Works Department and by the Local
Bodies such as the Municipal Committee Jubbulpore
and the District Council, which engaged their own
labourers in repairing and metalling the approach
roads. In all total Rs, 59,617-11-9 was spent on the
construction of the Nagar.

The decoration of the Congress Nagar was
carried out by Mr, N. N. Sil who in a meeting of
- the Provisional Reception Committee held at Madan
Mahal on 8-10-38 made a suggestion that the deco-
rations of the Congress Nagar should display, as far
as possible, the style of architecture which developed
round about Tripuri between the 9th and the 13th
cemury A. D. The suggestion was very. much
appreciated and the Committee resolved that the
decoration work of the Congress Nagar should be
done® according to the advice of Mr. Sil. Accord-
ingly Mr, Sil, closely studied the report of the archio-
logical survey of Tripuri made by Mr. R. D. Bannerji
and also other relevent literature on the subject and
designed the decoration of the Nagar. The towers
on the gates were according to the style of architec-
ture prevalent in ancient Tripuri, The carving
effects were shown by means of paper moulds made
very successfully. Local clay Modellars and Shriyut
G.G. Patel the famous artist from Bombay were
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called for doing the huge amount of work within
a short time. The decorators had to fight a strenuous
battle against Nature. Two of the big gates crashed
under heavy storms and rain only twelve days
before the Session. The workers started again-
undaunted and ﬁmshed the work before the Session.~
But owmg to this set back the Recepuon Committee
~had to mcur additiona! expenses in completing
the works in time, The novel method of decoration.
‘was of great help in this connection. The paper
moulds were lying iu ‘the godown and a week
before the Session they - were- fixed Ion the Tattas
aud the appearance of the Nagar was changed alto-
gether. The  encouragement and sympsthy shown
by Thakur Chhedilalji contributed a’ good deal to
the success of the decoration work, The Nagpur
Improvement Trust Engineer, Mr. V. C. Mehta and
his draftsmen rendered valuable help by making
detailed plans of the designs and ferow copies of
the same, Shri Kashi Ram Tiwari also helped Mr.
Sil. The walls of the Subject Committee Pandal

- were decorated with rural paintings showing Indian
vxl]age life. - A'huge statue of a Kisan 20'i in height
wag fixed on the Rostrum, The dias’ on the main
Pandal was carved ‘out from the Ram Nagar Hill.

“ A colour similar to the rock on the background
. was designed to suit this statue also and it looked
o8 if the statue was carved out from the rocks. The
buge Kisan with a Scythe on his shoulder could be
seen from a very long distance. '
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Pt. Shambhoo Dayal Mishra
Secretary
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With the right bank of the river Nerbudda at
the background, Vishou Dutt Nagar nestled in
slight depression over an area of about two hundred
and fifty acres. -The rural atmosphere was predomi-
nent in the Nagar’s structure though it had not
failed to receive the necessary urban touch. Almost
all amenities of a town, what a modern man needs
these days, were found in the Nagar. Roads, elec-
tric light, regular water works, bazars, hotels,
- postal, telegraphic and telephonic arrangements,
stores, hospitals, parks, fire extinguishers, press and
bank were all there. There, Town and Country
were blended together in picturesque harmony
which revealed the best attributes of both,

Moreover, as already referred to remniscences
of a forgotten Empire abounded in the decorations
depicting art and architecture of the Kalchurian
period when Chedi Kings held away over practi-
cally the whole of India, The entrance to the Nagar
was through a magnificent site known as Madhava-
gate, on two pillars of which on either side of the
road were set up two life size statues of male and
female volunteers saluting the National flag. Leav-
ing this behind, one was confronted with five
massive gates designed after the art of the Kalchurian
period, a crescent shape with four other similar -
gates dotted at various points. To the right on
the road near Madhava Gate was a large open
ground for parking cars’ and lorries and directly
opposite to it was a spacious Jhanda Chowk with a
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75' flag staff. 'The Exhibition grounds were situated
about 200 yards further up in the same direction._

At a meeting of the Reception Committee held
on 13-2-39 it was decided to name the gates in
the Nagar after the departed patriots of the province
namely Sjts. . Madhav Rao Sapre, Nathooram Modi,
Balmukund - Tripathi, Damodar -Rao - Shrikhande,
V. G, Salpekar, Brijmohanlal Varma, -Gulzarsingh,
Gayadutt Narain Rao Megha and ‘Krishna Deo
Bhatt, the last named having met his tragic end
very recently. . A fuller reference to the gruesome
‘tragedy of his death’ will be found -under. the head
of Water Supply, which-was in his charge.

- These departed souls lived and died in Mahako-
shal: In their- times- they did what they could do
in the service of the Province and the country and
it was only meet and proper that grateful people
should remember them.

- The roads in the Nagar were styled after Lok-
manya Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Deshbandhu Das,
Pandit Motilal Nehru, Dr. Ansarl and Hakim Ajmal
Khan, leaders of All-India Fame who need no
introduction from us but ‘who sacrificed their all .
for' the country they loved and the Recepnon
Committee * felt sanctified - to associate “these
honoured names with the Nagar which was now
rlsmg up in their midst hke a dreamland

Next to the parkm ground there was the main
Congress pandal, 600x600 and opposite to,it on
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the other side of the road was the Exhibition
ground, In the main pandal there were three gates
and sufficient accommodation was provided for over
a lac of people. The seats on the dias were reserved
for the Working Committee members, A, I, C. C.
members and distinguished guests, Reception Com-
mittee members, and Visitors holding tickets for
Rs, 100/ and above. As one passed the second
gate over the road adjoining the main pandal and
the Exhibition there was a bazar with a few stalls
to the right and next to them there was Post and
Telegraph Office. Adjoining to it were the offices of
news agencies as also the railway=bureau and the
booking offices. Opposite to the Post and Tele-
graph Office on the left side of the road was
situated the Subjects Committee pandal. Beautiful
flower pots and flower trees were laid out in front
of the pandal. During the Session the Subjects
Committee pandal was full to suffocation. Entrance
tickets were fixed at Rs. 10/~ to visitors and Rs. 5/-
to delegates and workers, The A. 1, C. C. Office
was situated near the Subjects Committee pandal
ina separate shed of 100X20. Between the two,
was the refreshment room for A, I, C. C. members,
A little farther to it was the Reception Committee
office, a sort of general Secretariat of the Recep-
tion Committee with the offices of the Chairman,
the General Secretary, the Joint Secretaries and
different Sub-Committees. To the left of the main
road in fropt of the Reception Committee office a
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temporary’ road .was constructed leading to the
Working Committee camp. On oné side of this
road - opposite to the Subjects Committee Pundal,
there  was the Swastika Printing Press and the
Impérial Baak and behind the Subjects Committee.
there was a .cross road leading to the back of the
Exhibition which was mainly used by the leaders.
Further on to the left of the Working Committee
Camp there was the Delegates’ Camp. In this camp
accommodation was provided for about 2500
Delegates.  One remarkable and novel feature
of this Session of the Congress was the Martyrs’
arena representing the tombs of “differeat national
workers which fell or sacrificed their lives in the
cause of their country from time to time including
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpatrai,
Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr, Ansani, Pt. Motilal Nehru,
Shrimati "Kamla Nehru, Deshbandhu C'R. Dass,
Ganesh Shanker Vidyarthi and others of lesser fame
and of Provincial and local importance. Due homage
was also paid to_the cherished memory-of Sardar
Bhagat Singh, Yatindra Nath Das, Chandra Shekher
Azad, Ashfaqulla and other young martyrs who are
generally styled asrevolutionaries and who cheerfully
faced death for the sake of their conntry though we
may not always agree with their political ideology.
This arena was situated near the ladies camp on the
cross road and was very impressive. The idea under-
lying was very much appreciated by every one visiting
the Vishnudutt Nagar and its eredit goes entirely to
Shri Ambikacharan Shukla, Presidett of the Prope-
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ganda Sub-Committee, On the right side of the
road was situated Lady-volunteers’ camp where
more than 300 ladies resided.

By the side of the Ladies’ camp there were camps
erected for the President-elect and his guests.
Opposite to these, on the Jeft side of the road was
hospital with accommodation for indoor patients.
Dr.R. C. Rai of Bilaspur assisted by Dr. Dubey
and Dr. Sen of Jnbbulpore was incharge of this
hospital.  Ayurvedic treatment was also available
under the Bhartiya Ayurvedic Shikshan Samity
of Amraoti and Homeopathic Co., also rendered
much help in this direction. They conducted a
first aid camp which was situated at the entrance
to the Vishnudutt Nagar by the side of the Jhanda
Chowk and the General Hospital was erected on
the road in front of the visitors camp at the foot of
a hillock. The President and the Working Commi-
ttee Camp were fixed on a hillock just below which
the holy Nerbudda was flowing silently and majesti-
cally. The Kuti of Mahatma Gandhi was situated
in a very beautiful and picturesque surroundings
and had become a point of pilgrimage for visitors
even before the Congress Session had begun. Every
one from far and pear visiting the Nagar was eager
to have the darshan of Mahatma Gandhi and of his
sacred Kuti, But disappointment was iu store for
- them as on the threshold of the Congress, in conse-
quence of the Rajkot tangle, Mahatma Gandhi
decided to observe fast unto death, This created
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an ‘alarming and gloomy situation and there was
visible  depression in Congress camp and great
- concern about. the health of the Mahatma Itis
wellknown that just -at this’ time Provincial
Congress: Ministers informed the Vlceroy in no
uncertain ‘terms that they would all resign if the
.Patamount Power did not satisfactorily look into the
matter and anything 1raglc happened to the Mahatma
At the back of the Working Committee camp a
circuitous route was provided for the general public
to get a view of the leaders who accommodated
there, - Again starting - from ‘the Reception
Cornmitiee offices to the right side of the main
road there ‘was a road leadmg to the bed of the
Nerbudda and near the: junction of these roads were
situated general’ stores, stalls and hotels on both
sides of the roads. ~Further down there were
residential quarters for visitors and family blocks
measuring 13'x32' provided accommodation for
6 persons. - There were two rooms, one veran-
dah and one bath room. In the Delegates’ camp
each hut measured '16'x 20' and provided acco-
mumodation for 6 - persons, Lodgmg fee per head
was' Rs. 5j~ Delegates were‘provided with cots,
water pots and light and in the visitors’ camp "each
hut measured 16'x 20" with accommodation for
8 persons, ‘ ' .

‘There were huts for peasants in abundance
and fit to accommodate 10,000 kisans, The Nagar
>presented a delightful picture in the moon light
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and the moon was at its brightest during the A,
I. C. C. and Plenary Session when electrically lit
and from a distance it looked enchanting,

The Reception Committee offers its grateful
thanks to Shri Ramdass Gulatee who planned
such a picturesque and beautiful Nagarand carried
out the “construction of the Nagar and the different
arrangements thereof which evoked the: admiration
of all, Shriyut Hukumchandji, President of the Cons-
truction Sub- Committee also deserves the thanks
of the Reception Committee. They were ably
assisted by Mr. K. C. Dey overseer.

Water Supply.

After the selection of site and the construction
of the Nagar the two most important and knotty
problems which the Reception Committee had to
face were those of water supply and of lighting.
They caused not a little anxiety to the Committee
and in the early stages of the work of the Reception
Committee, there were apprehensions on account
of both, but ultimately both the arrangements proved
entirely satisfactory,

Originally it was decided that borings be taken
at three different places in the area of the proposed
Nagar and this was done and water was also found

- about six feet below ground level. The borings
were carried down to a depth of forty feet. The idea
was to construct three wells each about ten feet
below the ground with a bore hole about 30 feet
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below.the bottom of the wells and to pump water
from these bore holes to different areas in the Nagar.
This idea was however, opposed ;by ,/ Hukumchandji
on the gronir_ld that ,artesioul conditions being non-
existent, the arrangement would eitirely fail under
heavy pumping, Shri Gulatiji having agre‘ed'with
this view the idea of constructing wells at the side
of the bore holes ‘was dropped. It was then proposed
that two wells be sunk in the sandy bed of the Ner-
budda River and water from these be pumped into
two tanks proposed to be located on the right bank
of the river: At this place necessary arrangements
for chlorination-and  distribution "of water of the
Nagar were made by means of direct electric
pumping,

Consequently sites for two wells ' weré fixed in
the sandy bed of the Nerbudda river and work of
building stweing of the wells was taken in hand
at once. The work of digging storage 'tank of
about 60,000 gallons capacity on the right bank of
the river was also commenced satisfactorily. These
“works were taken in hand about the 3rd week of

December.

In the meantime arrangements were made to
obtain necessary number of pipes and pumping
plants, A sufficiently large quantity of pipes and
machinery was obtained from the Public Works
Department on hire. - Similarly pipes and other
appliances were taken on loar} from the Municipal
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Committee of Nagpur and Jubbulpore.i Certain
private gentlemen, such as Shree Ilans Kumarji of
Khandwa lent their pumps for the purpose.

The wells were sunk to depth of about 8 feet
below the bed of the river Nerbudda. At this stage
the well got’stuck on soft rocks strata towards the
right bank side and further sinking was also stopped.
The yield of these wells was tested and it"was found
to be adequate for the probable requirements,

At this stage where most of the pipes and pump-
ing plants had arrived it was considered advisable
to test the pumps supplied by the Public Works
Department because some doubts were entertained
about their efficiency. These pumps which were
of the centrifugal variety did- not come up to the
expectation under the test. This was partly due to
the worn out nature of most of the pumps and
partly to the fact that almost all these centrifugal
pumps were ‘low lift’ pumps intended for dewatering
the bridge foundations. This placed the Reception
Committee in a very awkward position and it was
_through the help of Messrs. Batliboi & Co, of
Bombay, who offered to instal required number
of electrically driven pumps that the Reception
Cowmmittee felt assured of the success of their water
supply scheme. The Batliboi & Company also
offered to instal a suitable sized centrifugal pump
with an oil engine to be used in case of failure of
electric cuzrent,



28.

In view of the above circumstances the Recep-
tion Committee finally decided to carry out water.
supply scheme as described below :— ‘

(@) To sink two more wells right in the midst of
the river in order to have the supply of water avail-
able from the two wells already built. This was
considered desirable in view-of the approaching hot
weather, where the current of the river was expected
to get much reduced affecting the yield of the wells
already constructed,

(d) To accept the offer .of Messrs, Batliboi
& Company of Bombay for installing necessary
number of electrically drawn pumps, along with a
spare ,centrifugal pump driven by an oil engine
and to give the plant by their own staff,

(¢) To purchase such cast iron and G, L. Pipes
which were needed but could not be obtained on
loan either from P. W. D. or Municipality. It was
decided to obtain all cast iron pipes and specials
from the Tndian Iron & Steel Company and the
galvanized iron pipes and specials from Messrs.
P. . Parekh & Company of Bombay,

(d) To build suitable sized masonary storage
tanks near each hotel to serve as an auxiliary water
supply in case of some unforeseen breakdown of
regular supply.

"(¢) To entrust the work of laying pipes and
" connections to Messrs. Rajaram Kodu Ram Contrac-
tors of Nagpur, .
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All these proposals were put iato operation in
the month of January 1939, A total length of nearly
2} miles of cast iron mains of various sizes from
3"t09” were laid, For distribution of supply
G. L. pipes of sizes ranging between 3/8” diameter
to 4” diameter and approximately 3} miles in
length were laid, There were about 450 taps pro-
vided throughout the area.

All the above items were coupled and the water
works started functioning well before the Session
began, There were water stands at different places in
the Nagar and these were.found to be quite ample and
satisfactory. Though the supply was not metered but
the rate of supply was about 60,000 gallons per hour.

Any description of the water supply scheme
would be inadejuate unless we painfully record the
tragic death of Sj. Krishna Deo Bhutt, the Manager
R. G. Mills, of Jubbulpore, who was elected Pre-
sident of the water works sub-committee and who
put himself heart and soul into the work of organis-
ing the work of water supply, but who was brutally
murdered in the middle of January at nightin the
Allahabad [tarsi passenger train while coming back
from Calcutta where he had gone on Congress work.

Shree Hukumchandji all along rendered techai-
cal assistance that was necessary and also generally
supervised the operations.

After the shocking murder of Shree K. D. Bhutt
services of Mr. V. C. Mehta Engineer Improvement
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Trust Nagpur were obtained on loan from the Water
Works Department, Mr. V, C. Mehta assisted by Mr,
J. K, Mehta continned to manage the whole work
upto the last date in quite a satisfactory manner.

© The Receptlon Committee takes this opportunity
to acknowledge with thanks, the tlmely assistance
given by Messts, Batliboi & Company in supplymg .
suitable plant and in runmug ‘the same till the
last, The -Committee “also -places on record. its:
‘appreciation of the valuable help rendered by Mr,] it
V.G Mehta . , .

nghtmg

As already remarked the problem; of llghtmg’
the Nagar was not.an. easy question, The final
settlement of the question whether the Vishnudutt
Nagar should be illuminated wuh electnc lights
or lamps and petromax and hand ‘lanterns proved
rather vexatious, Whereas the Recepnon Commi-
itee were noltv prepared to spend more than 20,000/-
on electric lighting, the probable expenditure invol-
ved, in case original terms of the Jubbulpore
Electric Supply Company for supplying of power
and erection of temporary transmission line . upto
the Nagar were accepted, would have amounted to
something like, Rs. 40 000/— As the Jubbulpore
Electric Supply Company was not .in a mood to
allow any concession to the Congresss and and as
no other suitable dlternative schemeé for electric
lighting could be devised till the end of December
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1938, it was very nearly decided to resort to the use
of Kitsen Lights and Petromax and hand-lanterns,
It was just at this time that Messts. Callendars’ -
Cable and Construction Company of Bombay came
to the rescue of the Reception Committee and
arrangements were made for illuminating the Nagar
with electric light, ,

The Jubbulpore Electric Supply Company sup-
plied only power at their Gorakhpur Sub-Station.

Messrs. Callendars’ Cable and Construction
Company of Bombay undertook the erection of the
transmission line from Gorakhpur to the Nagar
(a distance of about 6} miles) and dismantling the
same. All this was to be done for a sum of
Rs. 7,700/- which amount was to cover the railway
{reight, both ways, for transport of necessary mate-
rials and insurance for breakages and any other out
of pocket expenses. No charge was to be made for
the materials brought for the purpose.

They also supplied bare copper wire (1193 cwts)
for low tension line including cost of insulators.

Messrs. S. Bose and Sons of Jubbulpore under-
took the work of internal wiring inclusive of 3500
light-connections and 50 flood lights and proper
upkeep of the whole internal installation,

These arrangements were immediately put into
operation and Messrs. C, C. Company executed their
part of the scheme in a prompt and thoroughly busi-
nesslike manner,  Messrs, S. Bose & Sons did
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‘all the workof internal . installation - comprising, of
alrnost 12000. feet of low tension line. including wir-
ing proper upkeep of the same, during the. period
and of the Session. The current was actpally sup- -
phed from 26 -2-39.
~ The total actual  expenditure.,on all .the. above

arrangements amounted to Rs, 20,439-89, This
includes the expenditure on lighting, previous to
the working of the Electyic Installation.

The arrangements for Lighting were entrusted to

Shri B. P, Tr1ved1 the. Premdent of the. Lighting .
Sub- Commlttee

‘ Most of the credit. for successful operations. must
go to Messrs. C. C. Company. and. their Engineer
Mr. Sabakshah, but for whose timely and  valuable
help it would. not,have been possible for.the Recep-
tion Gommittee to arrange for. Electric Lighting,

The work of Messrs, S. Bose & Sons Jubbulpore
was entirely satisfactory and no complaints whatso-
ever were found against them, for which they deserve
the hearty thanks of the Committee.

Before finishing this section ghout the Cons-
truction. of the Nagar we must offer our hearty
thanks to Sj. Raghunath Singh Kiledar, one of the
Secretaries who. throughout evinced keen interest
in the work of the construction and water works
and all necessary arrangements in that comnection

' and worked zealously to ensure sucoess.

—————



SECTION. II



SANITATION.

Having detailed in the previous section the
preliminary arrangements of the Session, the cons-
truction of the Vishnu Dutt Nagar, its decoration,
the arrangements of water supply and lighting
there in, we may now turn our attention to the other
activities of the Reception Committee in this section,

The Reception Committee had appointed a Sani-
tation Sub-Committee to look after the sanitary
condition and problems of the Vishnu Dutt Nagar
under the Presidency of Doctor Sheodulare Mishra
of Bilaspur, He was very actively assisted by his
son Shri Murlidhar Mishra, B. A. LL. B., the
President of General Purposes Sub-Committee wheo
was directly in charge of supervision of the whole
sanitary work and arrangements of the Nagar.

The Reception Committee had decided from
the very beginning to get the whole work done by
the agency of volunteers and not to require the servi
ces of scavengers so that all might learn the dignity
of labour from the great example of Mahatma Gan-
dhi who, as is well known, is a master of mankind
in all spheres of life. It was, therefore, resolved
to enlist about 400 volunteers for the purpose. It
was also decided by the Committee that the volup-
teers so enlisled will have to undergo some elemen-
tary and theoritical training at the Nagar before
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they would be asked to do field operations. But

‘owing to difficulties beyond the control of the Re-

ception Committee: {thé number of the enrolment
could go only up to 280, The Committee had there-
fore, to reqmsmon the help of Han]an biothers. As
they wete not avallahle at Jubbulpore the Commit:
tée asked‘for help i thls \direction from the Presi-
dénts of Bllaspur, ‘Damok  and Gondla Mumcxpal
Commlttee “The Sub Commlttee could also_enlist -
the suppon of ‘Shri Motilal Bhura Vice-President -
of the Jubbulpore ' Municipality ‘and the -active co-
opetation<of Capt. D."G.- Karandiker, the Health '
Ofﬁcer of the: sald Commlttee S

The Water Works Sub Commutee,due to Lts efﬁcx-

,em management and watch had mlnlmlsed the work

of this Sub- Commmee and the_presence of hllls and
dales also 1esscned the seventy and senousness of
the dramage problem The main problems, there

fore, whlch this Sub Commlttee had to face were'
those of - temporary trenchmg, foad cleamng and the
reinoval of dally refuse lncludmg that of botels and
kitchens, “'All of “these "had""to be carried "oiit’ by ‘
hand operattons and no carls or machmes conld be

' used for transportanon

i

The whole Congress Nagar was dmded 1nto

: {our areas for sanitation . purposes.  The first.area

included Leaders’ camp, Delegates' camp, Visitors'
camp and Lady Volunteers’ camp, This was super

vised by. Mr, Sheoshanker Pandey, Sanitary Inspec-
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tor, Bilaspur Mumc1pa11ty The second area included
the office area of the Reception Committee, * the
Central Volunteers’ camp, main bazar, kitchens and
the area of the Water Works plant etc, - This™ was
looked after by Mr. R 1. Godse, Sanitary Inspector
of the” Nagpur Municipality. The third area
included the Pandal of the open Session, Jhanda
Chowk, Bazar and the Subjects Committee Pandal
etc. This was looked after by Mr. -G, L. Verma
another Sanitary Inspector who had offered his free
services 16 the Sub- Cemmm'ee' The fourth “area
included the vast area of szxtors camp and Kisan

~ huts, fatmly blocks ete. Thxs was looked after by
Mr. C. S. Dixit, Sanitary’ Inspector of ]ubbu]pore
Municipality who *also used to prepare emulsion
used ‘as disinfectants. Mr, 5, X, Banerp another Sam
tary Inspector also placed his free services u1der
the Sub-Committee and worked efﬁcwnt]y wherever
directed. "The mentor of keepmg the vast area of
the Nerbudda River fell on Appa Sahib Patwardhan
and Shree "Pundalic * whose services were specnally
requisitioned for the purposes by the Committee.

S

The Voluateers corps consxsled of educated and
semi-educated men drawn from rich and poor alike.
They were not at all.accustomed for such sort of. work
but they were a mad-lot, mad to serve the Congress
the only National Organisation fighting for the inde-
pendence of their great country, their ‘mother-Jand.

They had'the will and tenacity to keep 1t on couled
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with the idea of service and sincerity, They discharged
themselves most efficiently and magmﬁcently Their
1)eﬂic1ent work drew the appreciation of persons like
Shree -Rejendra Babu who was kind enough to pay
avisit to the Sanitation Volunteers' camp and
address them a few appreciative words also. The
.work of the Volunteers was also apprecxated by
Coln, Hukmat Rai, Inspector General. of Civil -
Hospitals, C. P. and Berar and Coln. Hennessy,
Civil Surgeon of Jubbulpore.

A regular’ Sanitation Office was maintained -
under the Committee by Mr. Y. Sheshrao Sanitary
clerk of Bilaspur Municipal Committee, Shri Murli-
dhar Mishra also acted as Sanitation Adjutant and
thus maintained Link between the e gular Volunteers’
corps and the Sanitation corps. He was assisted by
Mr. B. N. Pandey as an assistant to the adjutant,
tlso incharge of the kitchen volunteers,

 The Reception Committee is indebted - to. the
foliowing Firms for the free supply of the materials
for the use of this Sub-Committee and generally for
the Congress Nagar :— ‘
‘1. Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutlcal Works
Calcutta,
IL. Alembic Chemical Works Baroda.
11, Tata Qils and Mills Co,, Ltd., Bombay.

“ V1. National Soap  Manufacturing Company of
Calcutta,

V. Messrs, C. B. Bajan & Co , Katai,
IV. The Mills Stores of Bombay.
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The Committee is also grateful to the Municipal
Committees of Nagpur, Bilaspur, Gondia, Damoh
and Jubbulpore for the hands supplied. The Sani-
tation Sub-Committee was also responsible for the
cleanliness of the market and street urinals. The
latrines were provided with good trenches. Persons
using the latrines were instructed to cover the refuse.

Dr. Sheo Dulare Mishra and his worthy son and
assistant Shri Murlidhar Mishra carried on the work
with a devotion which evoked the admiration of all
and the Reception Committee gratefully remembers -
the services rendered by them in this connection.

- Kitchen & National Diet.

This year the Reception Committee did not
follow the usual practice of making kitchen arrange-
ments for delegates and visitors but instead made
arrangements only for workers. This department
termed as Board Sub-Committee was incharge of
Shriyut Jaskaran Daga who was the President of
the Sub-Committee. Thus, arrangements were made
departmentally for 3000 volunteers and 1000
workers. For delegates and visitors contract system
was used. Different menu was provided for people
of different provinces as the question of a National
Diet yet remains unsolved. A wish was expressed
in the report of the Haripura Congress thatifa
committee of expert dietecticians is appointed by
the A.L.C.C, it will be a boon to the invitors of the
Congress Session. We endorse this view but would
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go further and say that it will réally be a great boon
10 the | Nation 't . evolve a -common National Diet
which-mdy be within the.means of ordinary citizens
and may-also, promote’ National; well ‘being from
the' point; of view of-health, ;It:s dlso -bound to
lessen the difficulties-of: organizers:at such- National
gathering and may, also prove conducive:in promot:
ing social relations with people of dlfferent provinces
and commumtles .

+ Arrangements had to be niade for Hmdustam,
Bengali; Punjabi, Madrasi, Mahatastrian-and Gujrati-
Hotels.: Meals: were provided : from 9-30 'A: M.
to LP. M. in.the mommg and Jrom.T 10 11
P. M in l[he evemng The rates fixed were
As! -[6/- per’ ‘meal ‘or As. /11[ “for both the meals.
For Kisans the rates were As +J5/< for both the meals
and As / / ‘for a “single’ meal” in<the mornmg
tors were appomied who ‘Tooked “sfter the
'food that was eupphed to Vnsllms and
Delegates "Milk’ wis sold at"'the rate 0f5 seers
2 rupee "to” whole-salb Purchasers and 4 seers a
rupee to tetail ‘purchasers and"was }nspected by the
InSpectors appomted by the food bub Commlttee o

The Recepuon Commlttee feels gratef ul to Shrlyut
Jaskaran Daga,and his band of enthusiastic- workers|
from Raxpur who did everything in their . -power o
provide, bctter food at; cheap, rates .and, carned the.,
gratitude . of all  concerned, The contract » systeny;,
workeg pell and,juis gretifying 1o note that every:
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body who visited the Congress Nagar felt satlsﬁed
with the arrangements, -

Volunteers Sub-Committee and
.. Volunteers' Corps.

Under the control of Volunteers’ Sub-Cominittee a
Volunteer corps was organized; The number of Volun
teers was-3000.including about 300 lady volunteers.
The General Officer Commanding ‘was Shri- Thakur
Chhedilalji who was also the President of - Mahako-
shal Provincial Congress'Committee, The services of
three Training Officers were required from Hanuman
Vyayam Pracharak Mandal of Amraoti which lent the
services of Vaidya Harihar Rao Deshpande as Chief
Organizer dnd Training Officer and Messrs, Salphale
and Gijre as his 'assistants; ‘The Volunteers' were
trained in platoon -drill, company-drill and battalian-
drill. They were also trained in traffic control, guard:
duties, patrolling, éignal]ing ‘and first aid. Intel
lectual training was also given to them and lectures
were delivered by eminent political leaders of the
Province. - The idea of the Reception Committee
in orgarizing these volunteers was not confined to the
needs of the Congress Session alone but the aim
was to organize young men from districts all round
on a permanent basis to initiate the scheme of Na-
tional Militia for the Congress,v The Congress Vo-
lunteers were given duties of - various types and at
various places on the railway station, at motor
stands, in the bazar, on the roads and at the latrines -
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and it should be thankfully. acknowledged that they
creditably acquitted themselves. They had to work
~under difficalt circumstances and in a strennous
manner but they cheerfully and promptly carried
out the instractions of thei‘r‘“snperiors.‘ This is a
Pleasing aspect of the question. - We have only to
record with heartfelt grief, the sudden and"accidental
death of volunteer Mahesh Prasad’ Nigam who
was drowned in the Nerbudda while bathing, This
incident took place before the Congress 1Session had
actually begun inspite of instructions to: volunteers
to be careful. But it appears that the Goddess of
liberty is not satisfied without a human sacrifice and
if the volunteer boy Natwarlal of Gujrat” Vidya
Peeth was drowned in the Tapty, on the occasion
of the 515t National Congress, Mahesh Prasad Nigam
made himself a sacrifice to this Goddess at Tripuri,
The~ deceased - was a young man of 20 years and.
very promising. A solemn and impressive service
was held on the bank of the river Nerbadda where-
the deceased met his tragic end and floral wreathes
with Tri- -colourFlags were offered by Seth Govinddas,
th_e Chairman of the Reception Committee and
Thakur Chhedilal the G, 0. C. The Premier, -
How’ble Pt. R. S. Shukla and the Hon'ble Pt. D.P.
Mishra also attended the funeral. All the business
was suspended for a day in the Congress Nagar as a
matk of respect to the memory of the deceased vo-
lunteer, More strict precautions were taken after.
wards and marks showing danger lines were put in -
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the river and guards were kept with instructions
to see and warn people to avoid the repetition of
the tragedy,

The recruitment of volunteers was arranged by
the Town Recruiting Committees which were formed
for the purpose, The Chief Organizer Shri Harihar
Waman Deshpande was a paid worker, Mr. Desh-
pande is an experienced and prominent worker of
Hanuman Vyayam Shala, Amraoti and Shri Salph-
ale and Shri Gijre worked as his paid Assistants.
They are expert in military drill. All of them
toured throughout the Province and did recruiting
and drill work and through their efforts one hund-
red gentlemen offered themselves for being trained
as officers. From 24-12.38 to 2-1-39, strenuous and
exacting training was given to them, The ages
covered were between 18 to 35. The requisite phy-
sical qualifications invited were, height 56", mini-
mum weight 125 Ib. and chest 33”. The intellectual
attainments and physical capacity of the Officers was
closely scrutinized. Some exception had to be
made in practice but it did not in any way detract
from the usefulness of the Officers concerned.

The training camp had ideal natural surroundings
and the training course was conducted to develop
the spirit of physical endurance and intellectual
perception, Lessons in tolerance, courtesy aud humi-
lity were inculcated and it was impressed on the
would- be Officers that they should continue to prac-
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tise them even under trying circumstances. And, it
must be owned with pleasure that the Officers
acquitted themselves admirably well in their orduous
task. In an open atmosphere and in this practicular
season of the year the climate of Tripuri was suffi
ciently trying, though it was, at the same time brac-
ing. The candidates under training had to get up
early in the morning at 5-30 as soon as there was
bugle-signal, - Allthrough this period drill, duty
and discipline was incessantly practised, The pro-
gramme of the day began with the Flag salutation
followed by quarter of an hour double mareh drill.
This was found to be very useful. Drill was prac-
tised from 7 to 11 A. M, and from 11 to 1 there
was relaxation for taking bath and for mid-day
meals. As for the drill training they were of
different types such as platoon drill, company drill,
arms drill patrol and guards duty and traffic
control, From 1 to 2-30 there were lectures and
talks on different subjects and from 3to 6 P. M.
again there was drill and sports. From 6 P. M.
to 8 P, M. was utilized for evening meals and from
8 to 9-30 again lectures and discourses were arrang-
ed. Petrol duties during the night were also
given by turns. -

Very exacting and exciting piece of competition
test was arranged among the Officers and it was
decided it should take the form of climbing up the
Ramnagar Hills which form the back-ground of the
Vishnudutt Nagar and to hoist the National Flag
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on the highest top. Shri Govind Rao Laghate of
Betul came out first and this had very encouraging
efect on others. But Shri Manik Rao Chourey
very nearly met with a fatal accident as, while on
the high summit, he slipped and fell down in ten
feet ditch below. Thank God that he miraculously
survived. These Officers thereafter went to their
respective districts and carried on the work of
recruitment as well as training in the area in their
charge. ‘From 23rd Feb. 39 however, the influs of

Volunteers began to pour in Tripuri, Their number
was as follows:—

Regular ( males)— 1836
Volunteers attached to Sanitation Sub-
Committee— 400
Volunteers attached to kitchen— 400
Lady Volunteers— 300
Volunteers left at the disposal of Officers

for reserve duties— 300

Total 3250

The Volunteers were divided into 30 platoons,
A commander was put over four platoons and four
companies were put under a Battalian command and
the General Officer Commanding commanded them
all.  Shri Thakur Chhedilal was our G.O. C. and was
the soul of the whole organisation and its mainspring,
.We offer Lim our heartiest thanks. Dr. Kokerdeker,
Director of Physical Instruction C. P. Shri Sardar
Amarsingh, Shri Ramdhar Dubey and Dr. Baghel
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were appointed as A.G. 0, C. The Reception Commit-
tee cannot too sufficiently thank Dr, Baghel for the
‘work done by him as his hand was seen everywhere.
The Military Bands belonging to- Hanuman Vyayam
Shala and the Sadar Bazar of Jubbulpore were
made available to the Reception Committee for
which the owners thereof deserve thanks. We have
already referred to the drowning tragedy of Volun-
teer Mahesh Prasad Nigam. At the time of his
funeral the wholg corps of volunteers paid thei
last homage to their erstwhile comrade with heavy
heart and which moved all present. Among the
lady. volunteers mention must be ‘made of Shri.
mati Manorama Bai Naolekar, Shrimati Ratan
Kumari Devi, the talented and public spirited
daughter of Seth Govinddas, Shrimati Bulbul Mitra,
Shrimati Manjrekar and Shrimati Agnihotri. To
train lady volunteers, services from Nagpur were
requisitioned of Miss Abhyanker, Shrimati Yamna
Bai Sahane and Miss Pronoti Basak. The work
and sacrifice of these ladies, who performed orduous
duties under difficult. circumstances away, from
_ their homes for so many days, is acknowledged
with pleasure - and gratitude by the Reception-
Committee, It is a pleasing feature of our
National work these days and full of promise for
future. Volunteers attached to Sanitation depart-
ment and Kitchen worked under the respective head
of these Sub-Committees and their services were
placed at their disposal but the equipment and
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administrative  supervision was incharge of Dr.
Baghel the Secretary of the Volunteers' Committee.

[t is not possible to name all the institutions which
helped the!Reception Committee in supplying volun-
teers who mostly came from Educational Institutions.
Hitkarni Sabha, the well known Educational Society
of Mahakoshal and located at Jubbulpore leat the
honrary services of about a dozen of their teachers
for over two weeks, and of one of their teachers
Mr. Balaji Mishra for about three months. The
Reception Committee thanks the Sabha for giving
this timely help and would very much wish others
to follow this example. Students of different local
Institutions enrolled as volunteers and particular
mention must be made of the Christian High
School students and especially of Christian students,
who perhaps for the first time in the history of the
Congress, came and joined the Session in sucha
large number. It is gratifying to note that a move
is already on foot to have a corps on a permanent

basis as a sort of standing National Militia in the
Province.

Shriyut Mahant Laxminarayan Das, one of the
Secretaries of the Reception Commnittee, was also
the President of the Volunteer Sub-Committee and
it was mainly due to his efforts that the Volunteer
Corps was so efficiently equipped and he deserves
our heartiest thanks for the keen and active interest
which he throughout showed in his work. In
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conclusion it must be said that the whole corps drew
inspiration for working so enthuéiastically and dis-
interestedly from the noble example set by our
popular G. 0. C. Shri Thakur Chhedilal.

' Pandit Jawaharlalji addressed the Volunteers
on the last day- of the Congress Session and paid
- eloquent tributes to their efficiency and good work.

Transport and Communication Arrangements
and Official Help.

Transport were incharge of Shri C-M. Otalwar,
B.A.LL.B,, President of the Transport Sub-Commit-
tee. The functions of this Committee were to arrange
for conveyance of the goods and articles from the
Railway Station to the camp either by Motor or by
Curs and to communicate with Railway Companies
and lorry owners for securing all facilities to the
intending Visitors to the Tripuri. - Conveyance of
passengers by motor lorries had to be arranged by
this Committee and requisite number of motor
lorries were licensed for the purpose. G. L P.
Railway authorities are to be thanked for full co-ope-
ration, help and for making arrangements for book-
ing of passengers under the supervision of Mr.
Vyas at Vishnudutt Nagar which arrangement
proved very satisfactory. The attitude of B. N. R.
in this connection is to be regretted. Inspite of the
repeated requests of the General Secretary and
Thakur Chhedilal the Company was not so helpful
as one would have wished,



15

The traffic problem was much eased owing to
the help and- hearty co-operation of the Police
Department and inspite of huge congregation not a
single accident took place. Mr. Parry D. 1. G.
Mr, Osburne, Rai Sahib Baijnath Kaul, Mr. Buruer,
Mr., Kunwarsen and their subordinates including
Sub-lospectors and constables, were ready under
all circumstances to help us in our activities. The
behaviour of the force was worth appreciating,

The Postal arrangements were under the
supervision of Mr. M. N, Basu, the Super-
intendent of Post Offices and Mr. Nathuram Post-
master Jubbulpore, Mr. K. Naraynan Iyer Deputy
Postmaster General was in charge of the Post and
Telegraph arrangements, A record volume of press
telegrams amounting to abount 3500 were booked
during the three days from March 10th to 12th.

The total number of words transmitted during these
* three days was about 4 lacs. The maximum num-
ber of words transmitted in one day was one and a
half lac on march 12th. The total number of
words transmitted from March 3rd to 13th was one
million and the number of messages for these days
was about 8 thousands.

There were seven lines working provided Baudot
circuits-three channels to Bombay, three to Calcutta,
two to Allahabad and Lucknow, one to Karachi
and another to Lahore and New Delhi, The load
was too heavy even for these. The despatch of
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messages was regulated and got through expedis
tlously under the supervision of Mr. J. 'W. Curtis,
The telephone exchange had twenty five connections,
About 150 trunk calls were handled every day and
‘the total number of trunk calls was about 15 hund-
red. The Divisional Engineer, M. Jagdishprasad
and his assistants spared no pains to meet the re-
quirements of the press and the public to their
complete satisfaction. We have also to acknowledge
the help of Mr, Wandelker in this connection.

Shn Otalwar is rlchly entitled to our apprecia-
tion for the efficient manner in which he discharged
his duty and we must also makea mention of Shri
M. V. Naolekar a'nd Shri G, L. Agrawal Secretaries
of the Sub- Commlttee who worked hard aud zeal-
ously to ensure success.

Reception Sub-Committee.

This committee was in chafge of Sardar Awar-
singh Saigal, M. L. A. The duty of the sub-com-
mittee was to be in touch with the programme of
the arrival of the leaders and other distinguished
visitors and to arrange for their suitable reception
at the station, The Réception Committee trusts
that due honour was given to all the visitors and for
which Sardar Amarsingh and his co-workers, espe-
cially: Mr; Marothi a local law student, deserve all
thanks.

Collegtion Sub-Committee.
This Committee worked nader the Presidentship
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of Shri Seth Sheodas Daga who ably aided by
Pandit Kunjilal Dubey made collections from
different places and different persons from day to
day. A list of donors will be found inan appendix
at the end of this report. Shri Seth Govinddas,
Chairman of the Reception Committee, who was a
host in himself did not spare any pains in collecting
funds. His assistance to the Collection Sub-Commi-
ttee was most valuable. The Reception Committee
most heartily thanks Shriyut Dagaji and Shri Dubeyji
who put in an orduous work in this direction, Other
members of the committee wera Seth Ramkumar,
Seth Suganchand Rathi and Seth Motilal Bhura and
they all did their best, and the Reception Com-
mittee takes this opportunity of thanking them all
for their labours. The firm of Messrs, Mohanlal
Hargovinddas, Bidi merchants of Jubbulpore, gave
a munificent donation. The Municipal Committee
and the District Council of Jubbulpore also deserve
special mention for their munificent donations for
which they cannot be thanked too much.

Pandal.

Shri Narsinghdas Agarwal was in charge of
Pandal Sub-Committee whose function was to look
into the arrangements, designs and accommodation
for seats in the open Session,

Accommodation Sub-Committee.
The function of this sub-committee was to
arrange for suitable accommodation for leaders, dis-
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tinguished guests, delegates, merchants and other
visitors. It was in the charge of Sardar Bhagwant
Singh of Jubbulpore. This committee was ex-
pected to equip all camps and provide all necessary
facilities. He was ably assisted by Shri Hari Har
Vyas his Secretary.

Medical Relief Sub-Committee.

As has already been referred to previously Dr.
R. C. Rai, M. B.B. S., B. T. M. was in charge of
the medical department. The function of this
sub-committee was to arrange for full medical equip-
ment of the camp. The hospital was situated near
the Delegates’ camp, the Park and the front of the
distinguished Visitors’ camp. It had arrangements
for indoor patients and free services of many doctors
were available, Besides Dr. R. C. Rai, Dr. Sen also
deserves special mention. It is with regret that we
have to note the death of two volunteers, Shriyut
P. V. Sangoli of Belgaon and Hirji Chaturbhuj of
Chalisgaon. Both of them were attached to the Sani-
tation sub-committee and succumbed in the hospital
in the city after the Congress Session.

Printing Sub-Committee.

Shri Yadunandan Prasad Shrivastava of Bilaspur
was in charge of Printing works, For many days
before the Congress Session, Shrivastavaji was at
Tripuri doing whatever printing was possible, He
had the services of the Swastika Press, Jubbulpore
at his disposal to help him in his work,
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Stores purchase and Stores Sub-Committee.
Shri Kashiprasad Pande M. L. A. of Sihora

was in charge of stores purchase. Throughout the
period that preparations for the Session were going
on he had to purchase materials and stores accord-
ing to the requisition of the different departments
and he carried on his difficult task from day to
day with great patience and tact, Pt. Suraj Prasad
Sharma ably rendered all help to Shri Pandeji
and deserves special mention in this connection.

Exhibition.

An Exhibition Sub-Committee was formed under
Shri Bhagwant Rao Mandloi M.L.A. of Khandwa to
make arrangements for the exhibition uader the ins-
tructions of the All India Spinners’ Association and
All [ndia Industries Association, There is a resolu-
tion of the Congress which lays down that these
functions should be so arranged, “So as to combine
instructions with entertainments of the general
public, especially of the villagers with the sole view
to illustrate and popularise the activities of the two
associations and generally to demonstrate the poten:
tiality of village life.” This committee was direct-
ed to procure all historical and other artistic
material available in this Province for exhibition
purposes and its chief object was to see that all
handicrafts, industries, artistic designs and agricul-
tural produce of the Province wus placed before the
country,
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Khadi —

The Khadi section was, as usual, restricted to
hand-spun and hand-woven cotton, silk, and woollen
fabrics which were certified by the All India Spin-
ners’ Association, .This section comprised the
following:—

() Demonstration of processes of manu- "~
facture, '

v

2

Statistics court,
Implements court,

ra
= e

- Special Exhibit court.

5) Khadi Bazar,

p—
~—

Village Industries —

The village Industries section consisted of
Cottage Industries providing employment for rural
population and it also included different arts and
handi-crafts in which artisans residing in town and
village are engaged. -This section was divided into
village industry and rural and urban handi-crafts
and comprised the following village industries :—

(2) Dairy, paddy husking and grinding of cereals
and oil crushing, preparation of malt, prepara-
tion of jaggery-cane, date and palm preparation of
sugar, preservation of fruits, pickle, spices and
condiments, tanning and leather articles, disposal of
carcasses, reed, cane and willow work etc.

(b} Rural and Urban Handicrafts:—
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Gold work, silver work, copper and brass wares,
ebony and wood carving and stone wares, ivory and
horn work, sandle wood instruments, ornamental
inlaying on wood and metals, pottery, soap, paptr
and stationary, ink etc.

Both the above were arranged in the exhibition
in the following courts:—

(1) Exhibition court (2) Implements and De-
monstration court (3) Village Industries Bazar.

Apart from arts and industries there are important
problems pertaining to village life, like food and
health, sanitation and hygine education, culture and
it was the intention of the Reception Committee to
make suitable arrangements to provide useful ins-
tructions on these subjects also. A Special court
was set apart for Vidya Mandir based on Wardha
scheme of Education. For the entertainments of
the Visitors special grounds were provided for, where
musical and other performances and Kavisammelan
were arranged, The Village Industry Association
cordially invited all those interested in the develop-
ment of cottage industries and handicrafts of the
country and for the betterment of the life of the
rural population in general to help in making the
Exhibition a success by their active cooperation and
valuable suggestions.

It was hoped that Mahatma Gandhi would open
the Exhibition but this hope was not destined to be
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realised, owing to the fast which Mahatmaji had to
undertake owing to Rajkot affairs.

Tt was therefore arranged that instead Pt, Jawa-
harlal Nehru be requested. On the evening of 6th
of March Seth Govinddas took Pt. Nehru round the
different stalls of thé exhibition where he spent
nearly an hour and appeared to be impressed with the
exhibits particularly of the artistic taste evinced
by the manufacturers .and the remarkable variety
of things displayed. Seth Govinddas and Shri Shan-
kerlal Banker, General Secretary of the All India
Village [ndustry Association welcomed Pt. Jawahar
Lal Nehru in short speeches. Pt. Nehru addressing ‘
in the Jhanda Chowk outside the Exhibition ground
before the large audience remarked that he was
sure that all of them had in theit mind’s eye
Mehatma Gandhi who was to have beeu there, The
Khadi Exhibition which had been taken over, he said,
by the-A. L C. C. and the All ladia Village Industry
Association signifies what Mahatma Gandhi stands
for, His fast in Rajkot, Shri Nehruji remarked, over
shadowed everything in our country, Pt. Jawaharla)
Nehru said that there had been a great orientation
during the last four years in the running of these
exhibitions and he envisaged a coming revolution
in the near fature. He wanted it to be understood
that these exhibitions were not places of amusements
but they were meant to illustrate how village
products could be made to have their place in the
life of the Nation and village economy and village
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Industries could be revived. As long as, he said,
we did not think in terms of improving the lot of
the villagers so long we would not be thinking in
terms of Indian Freedom. Ile further remarked
that Mahatma Gandhi bad spread the gospel of
Khadi and it ‘had come to be considered as the
symbol of the Nation. The Congress, he observed
had during the last 52 years overcome many difh-
culties and he was confident that it would overcome
many difficulties in furure. Beohar Rajendra Singh
M. L. A. took great interest in the Exhibition work,

The All India Hindustani Talimi Sangh orga-
nised the demonstration of Basic Fducation and
showed through illustrations and charts the progress
made in different parts of the country namely at
Wardha, Allahabad, Delhi, Kashmir and Patna, since
the Wardha scheme has been set in operation,

The activities of the Hindustani Talimi Sangh
can be divided under the following heads.

(1) Experiments in Basic Education and deve-
lopment of the technique of teaching
through basic ecrafts and mainly through
spinning,

42) Preparation of suitable Educational Litera-
ture,

(3) Propaganda,

(4) Taking necessary steps for the acceptance
of the programme of Basic National Edu-
cation in the different Provir.ces of India.
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It is well known that the first centre to put the.
. scheme of Basic Education into practice was started
at Wardha by the C. P. Govt. and the Vidya Mandir
Training School was opened by Mahatma Gandhi
in April 1938,

Later on -the Jamia Milia Islamia started a
Training centre at Delhi under the auspices of the
Hindustani Talimi Sangh. Another institution was
started at Masulipatam as Andhra Jateeya Kala
Shala and also at Patna, Allahabad and in the
Kashmir State, .

~ The question of training of qualiﬁed teachers is
the first need for the success of the Basic Education
and due importance is therefore, naturally given to
this aspect of the National Educational work.

- The practising School for children, conducted at
the Vidya Mandir Training®School at Wardha has
been very encouraging both as regards efficiency in
the basic craft selected and the general develop-
ment and adjustment of children. So final opinion
can, however, be given but the experiment is being
watche I with keen interest by all educationists,

The Vidya Mandir scheme initiated by Hon. Pt.
Ravi_Shanker. Shukla, Premier and supported-h)"
the C. P. Government was demonstrated in the Exhi-
bition by a model Vidya Mandir building furnished
with Library and Museam and with profusely’

_illustrated charts. Two stalls were constructed with
clay models demonstrating raral uplift work and
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duties of the Vidya Mandir teachers in respect of
the removal of evils and maladies of rural life.
As for the other activities of the Hindustan Talimi
Sangh referred to above we may have a passing
review, The report of Zakir Husain Committee
with the detailed syllabus on the Basic National
Education is of course the most important publica-
tion of the Sangh, which has now its Headquarters
at Shegaon, The syllabus Committee had the in-
valuable help of Shri E. W. Aryanaykam. Some
amount of propaganda and experimental demonstra-
tion is always necessary for a new scheme like this
and the syllabus published, by the Committee is
now being adopted in different Provinces with suit-
able modifications according to local differences.
After the syllabus the next need was for handbooks
for the guidance. of teachers of Basic Education,
The Publication Committee of the Sangh has done
much in this direction.

Industries Court.

Another attractive feature of immense educative
and economic dmportance was the village industries
court where demonstrations of spinning and weaving
process, Gud making, oil pressing, hand-pounding
of paddy, paper making, soap making, exhibits of
tannery and various handi-crafts were shown, Econo-
my of labour to provide leisure and enjoyment seem-
ed to be the main object of various improved imple-
ments of daily use for rural industries that have
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been specially devised. ‘The remarkable example of

suchimproved 1n1plements was Magan Charkba which
was prommenply displayed- in the court. - It was
ftted with tyo spindles which had to be worked
with hand apd foot and which was capable of pro:
ducing yamns fo the valye of one gopa per hour to
the spinner.

Agriculture, -

While increasing attention is now being paid
to village industries in these annual exhibitions,
agriculture must naturally remain an mdustry of
supreme importance to our rural populatwn The .
agricultural Department of C. P. had consented to
participate in the Exhibition and they arranged
demonstration of the following sccuons
Manures—Specimens and methods.
Specimens of sceds,

Agricﬁltura] implements.
Dairies and pests,
Rural life and problem. - -

LA

To give an idea of the cultivator's life and

" problems a specisl statistics and clrarts court was

provided. In this court useful and interesting infor-

mation regardqu the condition of agriculture and
cultivators was given.

Other Activities.
Apart from education, indnstries and agriculiure
there are other important national problems speci:
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ally pertaining to rural life, such as health, sanitation,

hygiene, food and medical relief etc. about which
useful and interesting informatior could be found in
the Exhibition grounds. It must be acknowledged
with thanks that Congress Governments of dlﬂerent
Provinces supplied statistical information about the
national activities by' means of charts which were
highly appreciated by all those who minutely
observed the Exhibition,

Procession.

The unique fe:ture of this year's procession was
that photos of Congress Presidents were tarried
on the Elepliants which added to the glotious splen-
dour of the procession. Huge concourse of humanity
which gathered on the way, though disappointed at
not finding Shri Subhas Chandra Bose on the
Presidential Chariot, reverentially bowed to his
portrait as well as to those of the past Presidents.
This incident of elephants’ procession recalls to mind
the Gauhati Congress held in the year 1926 where
arrangements were made for elephants’ procession
and where these snimals are found in great abim.
dance, but which procession had to be given up
because juston the eve of the Congress, Swami
Shridhanand was done to cruel death by the hand
of an assassin. One feels a sort of mystic reflection
on such occasions that there is some dogged fatality
about elephants which comes in out way and dis-
turbs our plans,
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Kuwar Bhuwan Bhasker Singh, 'younger brother
‘of Thakur Chhedilal was in charge of Proce-
ssion sub-committee. 1t had to organize for all
ceremonial processions including those of volunteers
for display. The most important of these processions
was of course the procession which was arranged in
honour.of - the President-elect Sj, Subhas Chandra
Bose, Kawar Bhuwan Bhasker Singh worked very hard
to ensure success of the procession. His Highness
the Maharaja of Sirguja lent his 25 elephaats at his
own cost for the Procession. The Reception Com-
mittee feels grateful to him for this generous act.
It will not be too much to say that had it not been
for this generous co-operation on the part of the
Maharaja Szhib the Reception Committce would
have been put to large expenses in arranging the
Presidential procession of 52 elephants. H. H. the
Maharaja of Rewa also allowed the services of hisele- -
phants, These tuskers were brought from different
places and different States and Zamindars and they
showed their ragard for the Great National Assembly
by lendmv these animals themselves forgoing their
services for the tine being, and they deserve our
grateful thanks. Baghelkhand D. C. C. also rendered
great help in this connection. .

- Unfurling of the National Flag.

Addressing a lac of men and women at Jhanda
Chowk while unfurling the National Flag immediately
after the Presidential procession, Pt. Nehru, at the
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outset regretted the absence of Shriyut Shubhas
Chandra Bose on account of his ill-health. He said
that although the National Flag was a piece of cloth
yet millions in every country had gladly laid down
their lives for it. This was because the National
Flag represented National Honour, and National
Liberty and gave a sense of security to its Nationals.

In India, Pt. Nehru continued, the National Flag
had been devised after a good deal of thought and
represented every one who lived in this country.
They had another flag i India, namely, that of the-
British Government, That Flag was not theirs and
although they were prepared to respect it in Great
Britain, in [ndia'they must regard it as a sign of
their bondage. Proceeding Pt. Nehru referred to
communal and other flags and said that they might
be good or bad in their own places but they could
not represent the whole of India. The Congress Flag
on the other hand stood for liberty of masses
and Swaraj and not fora few individuals, as the
Congress and its flag, he said, stood to elimiuate
poverty and misery under which millions in India
toiled to-day.

Board Sub-Committee.

The functions of the Board sub-Committee were to
arrange properly food for Volunteers and workers
and 1o look into all the requirements of the Leaders
and distinguished Visitors in this matter. Iis function
was also to see that Delegates and Visitors got food
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of théif choice at modérate and reasonable fates.
The Committes was t0' stpervise the artahgements
of other catéters a¢ well and to'Took 1o rates and
food articles and provision used in their shops and
hatels, As already noted ahove; Shri Jaskaran' Daga
of Raipur wis in charge of the Sub-Committes who
carried out his work with satisfaction. Shri Krishna -
Kumar Verma M. A. LL. B. was the Secretary of
this Committee and put in energetic and enthusi-
astic work throughout, ’

Shri Seth Ram Kumar of the firny of Séth Ram.
chand Joharmal of Jubbulporé greatly rélieved this
Sub-Comhitiee and the Reception Coftimittes by
taking upon hlmself the fesponsibility of lookiag fo
the comfort of the President-elect, leadets dnd
distinguished guests and made excéllent arrange-
meuts for meals dnd refreshments all by himself, at
his own cost arid without putting the Committee to any
expensés. Money appeated to be of no consideration to
hirn and hé spared no pains ih making the distingui
shed guests comfortablé and regar’ded itasahighho-
nour that he was put in chatge of this pleasant work:
He discharged his self-imposed obligation to the
entire satisfaction of all - and the Reception Com-
mittee feels grateful to him for all he did.

Entertainment Sub Uommlttee
“and Gond Dance.

 Shri Govind Prasad Khamparia was. in charge of
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entertainment, The main object of this committee
was to provide suitable entertainment for Delegates
and Visitors in accordance with the Congress ideas.
All the functions such as Gond dance etc. were
arrapged in the Exhibition Pandal and were greatly
appreciated.

Of all the entertainments held, the Gond dance
deserves special mention because of its primi-
tive nature, The Gonds of the Central Provinces be-
long to an abc;rginal tribe which presents interesting
and varied problems to an anthropologist. Notwith-
standing the onslaughts of civilization these
children of the soil have wonderfully well preserved
most of their ancient customs, folklore dnd their
dances which deserve close study by scholars, These
Gonds provided entertainments to thousands of
visitors to the Congress Exhibition wherein picture-
sque costumes they performed their folk dances.
Sticking bunches of peacock feathers to their head-
gear Gond boys whirled to the beat of drums in an
ecstatic dance and reflected the j joy of their inner
soul in defiance of all the worldly miseries which is
their usual lot,

Ticket Sub-Committee.

The duties of this Committee were to arrange
and to supply tickets for sale for various depart-
ments and functions of the Congress. It got tickets
printed for the members of the Reception Committee,
Delegates and Visitors to the Subjects Committee
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Pandal and the open Session pandal, It had also to
arrange for various licenses and permits necessary in

- the Congress Nagar. It had to keep regular accounts
of number of tickets printed, their issue and the
sale proceeds of the tickets. Shri Chaturbhuj Bhai
Jasani M. L. A, was in charge of this work, The
efficient functioning of various ticket offices and ~
maintenance of regular accounts under such stress of
work, speaks volumes’ in favour of Sriyut Jasani.
The Reception Committee feels grateful to him for
his devoted and well merited work,

General Purposes Sub-Committee.

Shri Murlidhar Mishra was the President of
this Committee. He had to do this work in addi-
tion to the work which he did in the Sanitation Sub-
Committee as an assitant of his father Dr. Sheo-.
Dularey Mishra, |

Finance Sub-Committee,

Seth Sugan Chand Rathi, agent of the firm of
*Rai Bahadur Bansilal Abirchand Bankers, was in
_charge of all the funds of the Reception Committee
and of all money that came to the Reception Commi-
ttee through donations or sale of tickets or from
other sourres.

Later-on account was opened with the Imperial
Bank of India al Jubbulpore, The Bank opened its
Branch at Vishnudutt Nagar from 3-3-39 upto
13-3-39 whereupou the Reception Committee was very
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much rglie?ed of vtl;e anxiety for safety of money.
Much useful service was dome by this temporary

Branch to visitors and delegates who attended the
Session,
Enquiry Sub-Committee.

This was in charge of Shri Mathuraprasad Dubey
B. A, LL. B. of Bilaspur. He was ably. assisted by
Prof. D. S.-Muley, Prof. M. P. Shukla and Shri
Chandulal Tiwari in the publication of Congress
Guide and giving up-to-date information to the
Visitors regarding programme etc. The Reception
Committee feels pleasure in acknowledging their
services,

Propaganda Sub-Committee.

Shri Ambika Charan Shukla of Raipur was the
President of this. Sub-Committee and in this work
he received valuable help from Shri Hukumchand
Narad, a well-known ' correspondent of Jubbulpore
who was Secretary of this Committee, Shri Narad
worked very hard and kept the country well in-
formed of the progress of the work of Vishnudutt
Nagar and the various activities of the Reception
Committee from time to time.

Audit Sub-Committee. A

Shri Motilal Bhura, Vice President of the Jubb-

ulpore Municipal Committee was appointed President

ofthis Sub-Committee. His suggestions were very
valuable to keep accounts on proper lines.
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Reception Committee has to make special men-
tion of Messrs, Chbotalal H. Shah & Co Registered
Accountants of Bombay, who took great trouble to
andit Reception Committee accounts free of charge.
Their Assistant Shri'V. R, Joshi, also deserves thanks -
of the Reception Committee, as he went through‘the
accounts very minutely to the entire. satlsfactlon of
his chlef

Leaders’ Camp Sub Commlttee

Shri Kunjbeharilal Agnihotri Advocate of Bxlaspu-r ’

was the President of this Committee. He had to

look after all the farrangements. of lodging and

boarding of the Leaders and distinguished guests..

‘Hehad assistants under him some of whom were

Professors and Teachers. All of them worked effici-

ently andszealously. -Shri Agnihotriji deserves hearty -

thanks for the pains he took . in ably performing the
work put in his charge ‘ .

Office Sub- Commlttee.

This Sub-Cowmittee was formed under the Presi-
dency of Shri Narmada Prasad Mishra M. L. A,
Main function of this Committee was to keep the
Central Office of the Reception Committee upto date

Shri P. R. Dongaonker of Drug worked as Per-

- sonal Assistant to the General Secretary and had to

look after all theiworktof the Central office of the

Reception Committee, ltis due to -his efficiency

“and hard work that the office could run on sound
lines.



Members of the Executive Committee and Presidents of different Sub-Committess



~Smmg Left:—G. P, Khamparia, M. D Mishre, Y. P. Shnvastava, C. M Otalwar,A L Arjhare. '
~G. 8, Agnihotri, Seth Suganchand Rathi, R, C. Golchha M. P. Dube, - - ‘

On Chmr*-«S D. Mishre, - K. L. Dube, G. S. Gupta, Seth Govmd Das, B N. Dube,
- Mahant L. N; Das, R. S Kiledar, -~ . ,

Standmg -—Dlpchand Gothi; M. L. Bburs, -P. R, Dongaonker, N.P. Mlshru, 'K B Lo

- Agnibotri,- Sardar B. Singh, Dr R. G Rai, Dr. S. - sthra, Sardar A, Singh

_.“R.S. Hukumchand, K. L. Caatirwedi, N. D, Agrawal, R. S Beohar, H C Narad

Top --S D Ba]pm,A C. Shukla K R Tiwari.
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Accounts section was put in charge of Pt. Govind
Prasad Khamparia and he worked as Office Superin-
tendent. Every voucher passed through him and he
efficiently wanaged the work inspite of his ill
health, For days together he had to work through-
out the day and late upto night to cope with his
heavy duties. The Reception Committee most
heartlly thanks Shri  Dongaonkerji and Shri
Khampariaji for their meritorious services,

Kisan Camp Sub-Committee.

Lala Arjun Singh M. L. A. of: Hoshangabad was
in charge of the Kisan Camps. Main function of this
Sub-Committee was to look after the lodging and
boarding of the Kisan visitors. Separate huts were
erected for the Kisans at the bank of the Nerbudda
River. Lalajimanaged his work well.

Shri Shambhudayal Mishra M. L. A. ( Central )

one of the Secretaries of the Reception Committee

_ creatly helped Lalajt in this, connection We must

thank Shri Shambhu Dayal Mishra for the zeal with

which he supervised the departments put in his
. charge,

Advertisement Sub-Committee.

Shri V. V. Subhedar M. L. A. Saugor, was
elected President of this Sub-Committee. The func-
tion of this Committee was to invite Merchants and
Firms of India to display their Advertisements within
the area of the Nagar and proper places were allo-
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‘tted to them on reasonable remunerations, The
Committee achieved its goal in’ this direction for
which Shri Subhedar deserves thanks.

Music Sub-Committee. -

- Shri Pachkaud Prasad of AB‘ilaspur was the Pre-
sident .of this Sub-Committes. He arranged for
Vandematram Song and other musical entertainments
for the Visitors. ‘

N Watch & Ward Sub-Committee.
and Other Work.

~ Shri Kishanlal Chaturvedi of Bilaspur was elec-
ted President of this Sub-Committee. He worked
ith zeal and managed things properly.

In fact the gentlemen incharge of different Sub-
Committees were anxious to perform their duties and
contributed their best to the suceessful termiination
of the Session, R

Shri K, R. Khandeker and Shri Badrinath Dubey
General Secretaries of the Provisional Reception
Committee had laboured very hard during the pre- *
liminary arrangements of the Session before the
formation of the Recéption Committee. Shri Laxmi
Shanker Bhatt, the then office Secretary of the M, P,
C. C. had to keep the dccounts and manage the
office, till the Reception Committee office was opened
separately. All of them deserve our heartiest thanks.



AT Hy

Gandhiji.
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Winding,

The winding up work was entrusted to Pt
Kunjilal Dubey, Shri Raghunath Singh Kiledar,
Shri Hukumchand and Shri Motilal Bhura. This
took nearly four months and Pt. Kunjilal Dubey
was put to hard work in this connection,

Mahatma Gandhi’s Fast.

Never had the Indian National Co.ngress met
under such trying and anxious circumstances as it
did on this occasion. On the eve of the Congress,
on the 3rd of March, amidst soul stirring scene
Mahatma Gandhi began his fast at Rajkot at 12 noon,
This news caused much anxiety and consternation’
throughout the country and feeling of gloom was
clearly visible among the workers of the Reception
Commitee at Tripuri. The news created consi-
derable sensation among the congress circles and
Seth Govinddas convened a special meeting of
workers to consider the situation and he put himself
in immediate communication with Gandhiji. Earlier
he received a telegram from Mahatma Gandhi,
“Fast begun, littlel hope of early end, coming to
Tripuri seems impossible, sorry. Gandhi ™. In reply
to this the Chairman and the General Secretary of the
Reception Committee sent the following telegram
to Mahatmaji, 1 “ Your telegram. We are most
concerned about your health which is the Nation's
treasure, Our most humble prayer to God Almighty
is to make it possible for you to come and bless
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us any day in the Coﬁgress Session,” This hope,
however, was not to be realised. But the depth
of feeling which Mahatmaps fast aroused in_ the
country can easily ‘be ~gauged by the fact that
beginning from the Ministry of Bombay all the
Congress Ministries threatened to resign unless the
Paramount Power 1ntervened and saved the situation,
Qur own Ministers of C. P. and Berar sent a lengthy
telegram to the Viceroy intimating to his Excellency
in "no unmistakable terms that they could not any
longer co-operate with the British Government
in the task of administration- unless the British
Government .and the Crown Representative took
i:mmediate' steps to set the matter right. Oa the 7th
March, before the Congress Session actually began,
happily Mahatma Gandhi’s fast ended. But inspite
of very eager desire on the part of the Reception
Committee to ‘welcome Mahatmaji, doctors advised
him not to leave Rajkot before the 13th March and
hence the people gdthered at Tripuri could not have
his- darshan, : '

Shriyut Bose's illness.

Another great regret which shalll‘ always
remain was the serious illness of Shriyut Subbash
Chendra Bose, the President elect, [nspite of and
not withstanding the advice of his doctors to the |
contrary Shriyut Bosestarted from Calcutta to come
to Tripuri with high temperature. His 70 years -
old mother accompamed him as also Dr. Sunil
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Bose his younger brother and Miss Illa Bose
his niece who also acted as his nurse, On the
5th of March the President arrived at the Jubbulpore
Station by Bombay Mail, where he was received by
Seth Govinddas, Pt. Kunjilal Dubey, Thakur Chhedi-
lal and other members of the Reception Committee.
The Volunteers liced up on the platform upto
his compartment to check the rushing crowd and
Shriyut Bose was quietly conducted in a stretcher
to the Ambulance car through a special gate.
Inspite of his illness and temperature Shriyut Bose
presided over the deliberations of the Subjects Com-
mittee on 8-3-39 and again on 9-3-39 but the
strain was too much for his weak health and he got
105’ temperature on 9-3-39 and subsequent days,
which prevented him from attending the Open
Session though he very much desired to do this.
This caused a deep disappointment to the Delegates
and Visitors who attended the open Session.

A. 1 C. C. & Subjects Committee.

The A'l India Congress Committee and the Sub-
jects Committee commenced sitting from the 7th
March 39. and continued to do so right upto 12th
March 39. Owing to the resiguation of almost all the
members of the old Working Committee excepting
the two Bose brothers, situation of peculiar
difficulty had arisen which has now become ahis
torical fact. There were therefore, practically no
official resolutions before the Subjects Committee.
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On the 7th March Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad took
the Chair in the absence of Shriyut Subhash Chandra
Bose. The Maulana explained to the house that
it was usual for the A, 1. C. C. to meet and to adopt
the General Secretary’s. report and . pass the
~accounts at the end of the year. The report could not
be considered by the Working Committee, he said, -
as the last meeting of the Working Gommittee could
not be held owing to the President’s illness. But -
it was sent to him and accordiny to his order it
was printed. . He requested Acharya I. B. Kirpalani
to formally place the report before the house.
At this stage Pt Jawaharlal Nehru announced
amidst thunderous cheers the news received from
Rajkot that Mahatma Gandhi had broken his fast
two hours ago and read a telegram received from
Rajkot  Soon after the Chairman taking the sense
of the house adjourned it till 4 P. M. on the next day
" when the General Secretary’s report was to be taken
up. The next déy Shriyut Bose attended the A.1.C.C.
meeting. e was carried to the dias on a stretcher
by volunteers und took his seat on an easy chair.
After adoption of the General Secretary’s report
the President aunounced that a resolution had been
tabled by about 160 me.nbers which Pandit G. B.
Pant wanted to move, The resolution sought to
express confidence in the Working Committes which
had functioned the previous year, deplored that any
aspersions should have been cast on any of its mem-
bers, affirn.ed faith iu the leadership of Mahatma
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Gandhi and requested the President to nominate
members to the Working Committee for the ensuing
year according to Mahatmaji’s wishes. The resolu-
tion in verbatim will be found in the proceedings
of the open Session, Taking the sense of the House
5). Bose adjourned the House for half an hour. On
a point of order being raised that the resolution
should not be allowed to be moved discussion
followed for more than an hour and the President
ruled that Pandit Pant’s motion could not be dis-
cussed in the All India Congress Committee but
should come before the Subjects Committee. When
the A, L. C. C. met after tea as the Subjects Commit-
tee, the President announced that he would give
preference to the resolution of Pandit Pant over
others as it was of extraordinary importance. Pandit
Pant made a brilliant parliamentary speech and
amidst repeated cheers all over the House he empha-
sised the need of the reaffirmation of faith in Gandi-
j’s leadership and it appeéred to him, he said, that
there was no alternative to Mahatmaji’s superb
leadership and also to that of the members of the
Working Committee who had resigned.  The
rest of the resolutions were discussed on the
other days and their account will be found in details
in the body of this report along with the proceedings
of the open Session. The controversy about Pandit
Pant’s resolution continued for the next two days.
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Suggestions,

Before.completing the report of the Session the

undersigned would like to make certain suggestions

- which occurred to him while supervisiog the work
of the Tripuri Session on behalf of the Reception
Committee.

In the interest of efficient work it is desirable
that certain number of officials are permanently
retaived, by the A, I.C. C. Office so that they may be
deputed to help the Reception Committee at different
places where the Session of the Congress is held
annually, - To this extent the work of managing the
‘annval session of the Congress should be centralized.

\ The services of these men should be available to
the respective Reception Committees and they
should be encouraged to bave them for the faeility
of work in their charge. * Officials which the under-
signed would like to suggest would be as follows—

(i) Congress Engineer,
(1)) The Head Accountant.
(i) The Head Clerk of the Office.
Offiices number 2 and 3 may be combined
in one person. '
(iv) The head man in charge of store purchase
and, ‘
(v) Head store keeper.
These ‘two posts may also be combined in one
person. It is hoped that this would make for
efficient work and go to make it more economical,
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\

At the same time this would lessen the difficulty of
the different Reception Committees in carrying out
the principles enunciated by A, 1. C. C. with regard
to the rural Sessions of the Congress.

Another noteworthy point which struck the
undersigned was that several persons on the strength
of their past servicesito the Congress come uninvited
and offer themselves in the service of the Reception
Committee. Sometimes they bring recommendatory
letters from influential'persons and it causes nota
little embarzssment to those incharge to provide
these people with n&ork, the utility of which is
generally of a doubtful | nature. One would very
much-wish to keep such people away but it becomes
increasingly difficult to do so specially when the
Session approachies near and the number of these
uninvited guests goes on increasing day by day.
Something ought to be .done to remedy this.

The Hon’ble Ministers and Government help.

The Reception Committee cannot too adequately
thank the Hor’ble Pt. Ravi Shunker Shukla Premier,
the Hon’ble Pt. D, P, Mishra and the other Hon’ble
Ministers for the help which their Government
rendered through the agency of the Police, the
Revenue authorities, through P, W, D.and other-
wise. DBut for this the task of the Reception Co-
mmittee already hard would have become harder still
and more stupendous, The Hon’ble Pt. R. S. Shukla
and the Hon’ble Pt D. P. Mishra continued to stay
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at Tripuri for anumber of days and were later on
joined by the Hon’ble Pt. D. K. Mehta, the Hon’ble
Sjt. C. J. Bharucha and the Hon'ble Mr. S, V. Gokhle,
The Reception Committee hds no wish to be formal
with them in offering*thanks 'as after all this work
was as much dear to their heart as to any of the
office bearers of the Reception Committee and indeed
they did it as their own.

Acknowledgements.

The Reception Committee takes this opportunity
of thanking the District Council of Jubbulpore and
the Municipal Committee; Jubbulpore. The former
constructed certain approach roads and arranged
to place steam launches in the Netbudda River at
Marble Rocks for the entertainment of Visitors and
the latter donated a sum of Rs. 15000/~ to the Recep-
tion Committee.

As already mentioned previously Seth Mohanlal
Hargovind Das gave a very handsome donation to
the Reception Committee for which their firm and
their Head Munim Shri Mulshanker Bhai are to be
heartily thanked,

We have while dealing in the different branches
of the Reception Committee tried to remember with
thanks our numerous workers 3who were connected
with the Tripuri} Session of the Congress. We are
'giiling below a consolidated list of some of the Tnsti-
tutions and ‘persons whose names may otherwise
have riot appeared so far.
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10.
11,
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21,
22.
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Associated Cement Co. Ltd. Kymore,

Cement 250 tons,

Tata Iron and Steel Works, Tatanagar.

Pick axes, spades and Iron Bars.

Madras Pencil Factory. Pencils.

F. N. Guptoo, Caleutta. Pencils,

Tameo Soap Factory of Bombay. Soap.
Dayalbag Agra. Soap.

Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing Co., Litd.
Bombay. 6 Safes, 6 Steel cupboards and cash
boxes.

Metal Manufacturing Co., Calcutta.

Brass Material for pipes.

Shalimar Tar Products (India) Ltd., Calcutta.
Tar.

Bengal Potteries Ltd,, Calcutta, Bed Pans,
Urine sets.

Perfect Pottery Co. Ltd., Jubbulpore. Earthen
Pipes. »

Indian tea Expantion Board- Tea.

Mr. P. N. Roy,

K. Tea Co., Jalpaiguri.

M. Tea Estate, Dhekiaguli.

Gopalpur Tea Estate Nujoai,

Mr. Bhupendranath Bargodra,

Mr. K. K. Gupta Lataguri,

Mr. N. K. Ghosh Jalpaiguri. '

The Alibri Tea Estate,

Magulkata Tea Estate.

Behar Sugar Works, Sugor.



2,
24,
25,
2.
1.
28,
2.
30.
3L
32,
33,

35.
36.
37.
38
39.
40.

41,
42,
43.
44.
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Ganga Glass Works, »
C. B. Bajan & Co, Katni. Lime,
P. F. Glass Works, Talegédn. Bottles.
N, B. Tea Co,, Ltd, Tea.
Alembic Phenoil Co., Ltd. Phenoil.
National Soap Works. ’
The South Bihar Sugar mills. Bihta,
Bengal Institate Co., 'Medicine.
Calcutta Chemical Co., Medicine,
Naini Glass Works. Bottles.
Lister and Trading Co.
The Indian Electric Co. Ltd Calcutta supplied
electric Fans,
Homeopathic Co. Calcutta. Medicine.
Jawshar Chemical Co., Agra. Medicine.
M. C. Jubbulpore. Pipes G.L and C. L.
M. C. Nagpur. C. L Pipes. '
P.W.D. ]ubbulpore Pipes C. L, Boiler Pumps,
Indian Hume pipe Co. Bombay Boiler pump
and pipe.
Shri Hans Kumar, Khandwa. Bmler.
Mr. T. C. Dunne Katni. - Boiler,
Mz H, P. Pathak Katni, Boilers ete.
The Mill,Stores Bombay. K. Oil.

It is however, impossible for the Reception Cos

mmittee to name all the persons and institutions
that contributed their mite to the success of the
Congress Session in various ways. One thing is’
however, clear that all of them vied with one another
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to make the Session a triamphant success and the sin-

cere devotion to the cause which they loved was their

onlv reward. We have tried to recount the names of as

many workers as we could but we know many more

remain unmentioned and the silent service which
these unknown warriors put in the cause of the free:

dom of their motherland enhances the honour due

to them a hundredfold.

The General Secretary however, wishes to add
specifically his offer of thanks to all his colleagues,
Office Bearers, members of the Executive and Chair-
men of different Sub-Committees for the work they
did and whose names have been duly mentioned in
different places. But he does not know how to
thank Pt. Kunjilal Dubey Advocate of Jubbulpore
who took upon himself the heavy burdan of looking -
into all the minutest details and who for months
at a great personal sacrifice gave his ungrudging
services to make _the Session a complete success and
the joy for the same must be his as also the credit
which is so richly due to him. The undersigned also
wishes to record his’ sense of appreciation of the
services of Shri P. R, Dongaonkar and Shri Govind
Prasad Khamparia who throughout did a very stre-
neous work and maintained the office satisfactorily,

Mr. R C. Sanghi’s Services and Conclusion.
Having said all it is now submitted that none -

is more conscious than we are of the many short

comings which were lefl in our arrangements despite
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our best efforts, but we do hope that our guests did
realise our limitations and our meagre resources
and appreciated our difficulties in a kindly spirit
{orgiving us for our many failings in the generosity
of their hearts, Before concluding, however, we
wust record with pleasure our grateful thanks to
Shri Ram Chandra Sanghi M. A. LL. B, a well
known Educationist and Public Worker of our
Province, who at much personal sacrifice rendered
~ valuable and timely help in drafting this report and
in seeing it through the Press.

Daled, Jubbulpore Ghanshyam Singh Gupta
the 25th Dec. 39. General Secretary,
Reception Committee
The 52nd Indian National Congress,
Tripuri.
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OPEN SESSION OF THE TRIPURI CONGRESS,
10-3-39,

The 52nd plenary session of the Indian
‘National Congress opened at 6:30 P, M. on March
10, 1939 in the vast amphitheatre at Vishnu Dutt
Nagar, About two lakhs of people including dele-
gates, visitors and members of the Reception
Committee were present. Hundreds of people were
perched on a rocky hill rising sharply behind the
amphitheatre to watch the proceedings and thousands
of men and women had gathered all round to have
a glimpse of this National Assembly.

2. After an exciting time in the closed Subjects
Committee Pandal it must have been a welcome
relief to the leaders, to A. . C. C. members, and
others to breathe the open air of the Congress
amphitheatre, All those who were present there on
this occasion, however, had a visible feeling of
regret as they missed the hallowed personality of
Mahatma Gandhi who could not come to Tripuri
owing to the Rajkot tangle as also Rashtrapati
Subhas Chandra Bose who could not attend the
open Session owing to his serious illness, Earlier it
was hoped that Rashtrapati’s condition would be
well enough to enable him to attend the open
session but unfortunately this could not be the
case and Subhag Babu’s doctors advised him against
attending the Session,
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3. The gathering cheered warmly as Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, escorted the members of the
Egyptian Delegation to the dias where were seated
- the members of the old Working Committee and
other leaders. On either side of the dias were
seated the Reception Committee Members and
distinguished visitors on platform carved out of~,~
the base of the rocky hill, S

4. The proceedmgs commenced with the
singing of Vande Mataram. Seth Govind Das Chair-
man of the Reception Committee then rose and
in welcoming the delegates read the followmg
- address :—

Strijut President and Delegates,

After the splendid welcome by plentiful Gujerat,
you will probably find the reception in- the midst
of the hills and forests of Mahakoshal rather- poor.
However, we are confident that you will not-judge -
the depth.and cordia'ity of our feelings towards you
by the simplicity of our reception. Qur faith in-
the. National Institution, which you all represent,.
is as firm as the mountains, and our forests with
their myriad tongues are shouting 'of liberty for
achieving which we have all assembled” here, -
Thousands of years ago when Shri Ramchandra
Visited our province a dughter of our forest  tribes
welcomed him by offéring wild plums, And so, -
like Ramchandra, do accept our humble offerings as
the plums of Shavari and forgive us for numerous
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shortcomings in” our arrangements that you may
come across.

* This town of ours made of wood and bamboo is
a gift of our forests, We have named it Vishnudutt
Nagar. The late Pandit Vishnu Dutt Shukla, was
the first leader of our province Mahakoshal. The
invitation for the Congress Session of 1920 was
extended on behalf of the entire Central Provinces,
When the question of selecting the venue arose, the
late Shuklaji did his best 1o have the session of the
Congress at Jubbulpore, but it was eventually held
at Nagpur. It was at Nagpur while attending that
very congress session that Panditji breathed his last.
Mahakoshal could not forget its first leader nor his
long cherished ambition. Itis in commemoration
of his memory that we have named the town as
Vishnu Dutt Nagar, '

It was during the Nagpur Congress in 1920 that
the Congress Provinces were constituted on a lingu-
istic basis. A separate province was formed out of
the Hindustani speaking districts and named Hindu-
stani C. P, Its ancient name ‘Mahakoshal’ was
revived .during the Satyagrha movement of 1930,
and subsequently it was approved by the Congress.
In its loyalty to the Congress Mahakoshal claims a
foremost place, Its political history of the last 18
years can well justify this claim, The people of
this province gave a ready response to the None
Cooperation and the Civil Disobedience movements,
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The flag Satyagraha which ultimately succeeded in
Nagpur was started at Jubbulpore, The Forest
Satyagrha was started at the instance of our pro-
vince.  Even in the parliamentary sphere it has no_
mean achievement to its credit, During 1923 elece
tions the. Swaraj Party secured majority only in
Bengal and C. P. The Bengal majority broke down -
after some time, but in our province no ministry
could be formed for full three years. In the
elections of 1926 while the other districts of C. P,
and Berar were carried away by the wave of Res-
ponsivism, Mahakoshal still kept the Congress flag
flying high,  The lavish praises bestowed upon
Mahakoshal by the late Pandit Motilal Nehru after
the elections will for ever remain a matter of pride
tous, If one analyses the election results of 1937
end takes the figures of Mahakoshal separately from
those of other parts of C.P. and Berar one will
find that Mahakoshal leads all other provinces,
There is ‘only one reason for our success, The
people of this province have never given even a
momént’s thought to any - organisation other than.
the Congress, Whenever an election fight ensued,
it was always directly between the Congressmen on
one side and the apologists of the British rule on
the other, The Hindu Sabha, the Responsivist
Party, the Ambedker Party, etc, never found 2
congenial soil in Mahakoshal. The Muslim League
came in existence in our province only last year.
We always rejoice to remember that on the eve of
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the Simon Commission’s wvisit to India the land-
holders of Mahakoshal convened a meeting and
passed a unanimous resolution to boycott the unwan-
ted Commission. All provinces of India have vied
with one another in offering sacrifices for the
freedom of the country. All that we claim is that
whatever our shortcomings in other directions the
province of Mahakoshal, to which you have allowed

the privilege of welcoming you to-day, has not been
found wanting in its devotion to the Congress,

After the example of the Chairman of the Hari.
pura Congress Reception Committee, I had decided
to wind up my speech here. The situation which
has developed in the country during' the past few
weeks as also the international situation, however,
compel me to add a few words. The world is passing
through a crisis, Small or big wars have been
already going on in Europe and Asia, and any day
a world war might break out. Even if India so
desires, she cannot keep wholly aloof. In order
1o decide our attitude towards any such war we
shall have to gauge the position of England and
France on one side, of Germany and Italy on the
other, and of America and Japan on the third, After
the conquest of Abyssinia by Italy it is only the
Arabian Sea that separates us from the new Italian
Empire. Again, both Italy and Germany having
obtained footholds in Spain, the Mediterranean
route is no longer as open to England as it had
been in the past. Whenever a war breaks out, our
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armies are speedily sent outto Earope, In case
of an ‘invasion from outside, India will have no
means of defence left to her, We are now threa-
tened with foreign invasions not only from
the West but also from the East. The rising
power of Japan is as ‘much a menace to us now
as some Western nations had been in the
past. - Japan kept aloof during the last war, but
this time her attitude seems to have changed. A
section of the Americsn Press has gone even to the
extent of asserting that Caechoslovakia was sacrificed
at Munich solely on account of the fear of Japan,
It is rumoured that secret reports from British
Spies stationed in - the far East' stated that as soon
88 Bngland would declare war aainst Germany
ovey the Crechoslovakian issue, Japan would invade
Austrialia and India, and that’ it was on receipt of
these reports that Mr, Chemberlain hurriedly made
up his mind to see Hitler and sacrifice Czecholsova
kia, The Mediterranean Sea have almost become
an “Italian Lake”, The only hope of protecting
British' possessions in the Far East lies in America’s
siding in any future war with England. At present
all the efforts of England are directed towards
. inducing America to join the war, England desires
that America should commit herself to love's
labour of protecting British Empire in the East.
History;‘record',s so far no such example of altruistic
alliance’in the World of politics. Small wonder
that ap the Pfeéent moment  public 'opinion in
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America is against any sacrifice on the part of
America in men and money for the protection of
British possessions in the East.

Unler the circumstances, it is doubtful how far
British will be able to defend India, She will have
to defend herself; and she cannot do so until she
has complete control over her army and her foreign
policy. Thus itis obvious that the problem of .
India’s self-defence cannot be separated from the
bigger question of her independence.

Itis said that Germany, Japan and Italy are
determined upon a war because they need Jand for
their "surplus population. Considering from this
point of view, India’s needs are even greater, Her
population is growing rapidly, but the doors of
other countries are being banged against her people,
A large number of Indians have settled in foreign
lands for about a century and with the sweat of
their brow have made these countries fit for human
habitation. Evenin these lands our countrymen
are not allowed to live in peace and on terms of
equality. The question of clove trade in Zanzibar
was solved only yesterday. In Kenya the highlands
can be acquired by the whites of any nationality
but the coloured, the fact that they may not be
British Subjects is immaterial. However, our coun-
trymen, who have lived there for many years and
who are also supposed to be British Subjects have
no rights to purchase those lands, England can
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even tolerate the talk of returning Tanganyika to
Germany, but declares herself powerless to protect
the interests of her own subjects in South and East
Africa. Only last year the British Government
entered into a irade agreement of India with South
Africa against the commercial interests of the coun-
try and without the consent of the Central Legis- -
latore. The Minister for Interior in the Union of
South Africa only the other day hinted at legislation
for segragating, Indians residing in Natal and
Transval even Ceylon, Fizi and Malaya and Bri-
tish Guiana continuously give pinpricks to our
people settled there. Last year I saw with my own
eyes, the pitiable condition of our people in Africa,
Itis there that we fully realise the fact of our
political bondage. Had we been independent, we
would not have tolerated this condition even for a
single day. I could understand only after visiting
Africa why after fighting for the rights of Indians
overseas for so many years Mahatma Gandhi arrived
at the conclusion that the question of Indian settlers
is dependent for its solution upon the question of
Indian independence. .

Thus, turn whereever we my, we find ourselves
faced with- difficulties, At this juncture what we
need most is solid patriotism, political sagacty and
sound leadership. What a pity that at this very
critical hour in our history signs of internal strife
should manifest themselves, We have begun to
think of changing horses in the mid stream,
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The Indian National Congress was founded for
carrying on the struggle for freedom, and from to
time we have not hesitated to be guided by dicta-
tors. Even during the periods intervening be-
tween various movements we could not fully follow
democratic principles. Even England, known as the
brith-place of democracy, substitues a coalition mini-
stry on the basis of dictatorship in times of war. Qur
Congress Organization can be compared with the
Fascis Party of Italy, the Nazi party of Germany and
the Communist party of Russia, although they have
embracad violence and we are wedded to the creed
of non-violence. All the inhabitants of Italy are
not Fascists, the entire German public is not Nazi,
neither are all Russians Communists; yet almost all
Italians, Germans and Russians have faith in their
respective parties, Every Indian isnota Four anna
member of the Congress, yet all Indians are with
the Congress. Mahatma Gandhi occupies the same
position among Congressmen as that held by the
leadership of Mussolini among Fascists, Hitler
among Nazis and Stalin among Communists. The
Tongress, as at present constituted, is the creation of
Mahatma Gandhi. Its aims and objects and the
means of attaining them, i.e. truth and non-violence,
have been laid down by him. The various strugg:
les for independence initiated during the past
twenty years were started, carried on and terminated
in accordance with his dictates. True, the Mahatma
has no specific place assigned to him in the
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wntten constitution of the Congress, but who will

deny that a practice has grown up to elect as the
Congress President the person upon whom Mahatma

Gandhi’s choice falls and for the Presuient to

nominate on his Workmv Committee mostly those

approved by him, In brief, he has been all in -

all in the Congress. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
declared the other day in Europe that Gandhiji is
even greater than the Congress. The President of
this year was right when he sald recently that it
would be a tragedy if he got the conﬁdence of
others but failed to win the conﬁdenee of the greas
test man of Indxa

To-day we have asssembled here under pecuha:

circumstances. Mahatmaji has declared ‘the elecr ‘

tion of this year’s President as his.own defeat, It
is also stated that the new programme is. to vesort
to direct action once again, if necessary, after giving
six months’ ultimatum to the British Government.
I plead ignorance of secrets, but as far as[am
aware Mahatma Gandhi or any oue of his colleagues
has never expressed himself in. favour of accepting:
the Federal part of the Government of India Act. If
this position is conceded, and I have ne reason to.
suspect otherwise, I make hold to say. that the
issue before us is quite simple. . A Struggle against,
Federation is a foregone conclusion. What remains
for decision i is the time and the manner of initiating
the campaign, | hope that the fight will be a non-

violent ong, Mahatma Gandhi is the Acharya of
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non-voileace and knows best the teéhnique of none
voilent struggle. It is, therefore, naturally expected
that it should Le left to the good old teacher to
decide when and how the next fight should be
started.  As a matter of fact, the struggle is already
in progress, The Federation is designed to com
prise Indian States and the Biitish provinces. The
majority of the British provinces are under the
control of the Congress to-day; If T have correctly
followed the views of the President, I think his
desire is to extend the Congress regime also over
the remaining provinces. Gandhiji has already
started the struggle in Indian States with the result
that Shrimati Kastur Ba Gandhi, Shrimati Mani-
ben Patel and Deshbhskta Seth Jamnalal Bajaj have
been snatched away from us. The country will be
gainer if, as I have stated above, the Congress
secures control over the remaining provinces and
throws its full weight in the struggle to win fhe
fight in Indian States, I have not the least doubt
that Mahatmaji will himself give a new turn to the
struggle at the opportune moment, and what the
President wants to-day will surely happen to-morrow.
[ admire the enthusiam of those who are impatient
to give a fight, In politics enthusiam alone, how-
ever, does not bring success; confidence in the accre-
dited leader and discipline are essential, The
strength gained by tne country under the leadrship
of Mahatma Gandhi during the past twenty years
is unprecedented in our political history. Likea
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tried General several times he asked us to march
forward, and there is no reason why we should -

deviate from the path so far followed by us, The
great poet Kahdas has saidi—

FIdeT a0 Atk T wneg I )

Diplomacy devoid of valour is cowardice, and
valour without diplomacy is brutish, In my
humble opinion Mahatmaji combines in himself
the qualities of both valour and discretion,
Recently while speaking on the agitation in Rajkot
and Jaipur Nehruji described Gandhiji’s voice as
“Soft but iron.” It reminded me of Bhavabhuti,
the great Sanskrit poet, who said of Ramchandra:—

Fangfy wAORy g pgart |

that is harder than diamond but softer than flower,
In these words of Nehruji and Bhavabhuti we have
the true picture of Mahatmaji, The enemies of
our freedom recognise the iron hidden in the
flower, but unfortunately sometimes we ourselves
seem to mistake it for weakness,

Just at the moment both the national and inter-
national situations are critical, and 1 pray to the
Almighty to grant every son and daughter of India
present at Tripuri wisdom and strength to reach
a correct dicision,

Ouce again [ extend a hearty welcome to you,
brothers and sisters, on behalf of the entire province
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of Mahakoshal, and crave your indulgence for the
shortcomings in our arrangements and lapses in
my address’

After his address was completed Seth Govind
Das announced that owing to hisillnessthe President
was unable to attend the Opening Session of the
Congress and that in absence of the President
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad the Senior most ex-
President of the Congress present then would take
the chair. Maulana Azad then took the chair and
he explained to the audience the serious state of
Rashtrapati’s health and the doctors report.

‘Thereafter Acharya Narendra Deo read the
address,of Si. Bose in Hindi and Sj. Saratchandra
Bose read Rastrapati’s addrese in English.

. SPEECH OF SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE.

Comrade Chairman, Sister and
Brother delegates,

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the
great honour you have done me by reelecting me
to the Presidential chair of the Indian National
Congress and also for the warm and cordial
welcome you have given me here at Tripuri. [t is
true that at my request you have had to dispense
with some of the pomp that is usual on such
occasions—but [ feel that that enforced step has
not taken away one iota of the warmth and cordi-
ality of your reception and I hope that nobody will
regret the curtailment of it on this occasion,
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Friends, before 1 proceed any further | shall
voice your feeling by expressing our joy at the suc-
cess of Mdhatma Gandhi’s mission to Ra]kot and
the termination of his fast in consequence thereof,
The ‘whole country now feels happy and tremendou-
sly relieved.

Friends, this year promises to he an abnormal

~ or extraodinary one in many ways, The Presidential
. election this time was' not of the humdrum type.
The election was followed by sensational develop-
ments culminating in the resignation of twelve
out of fifteen members of the Working Committee,

headed by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Moulana A. K,

Aazad and Dr. Rajendra Prasad. Another dlstmgm-
shed and eminent member of the Working Commi-

ttee Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, though he did not
+ formally resign, -issued a statement which led

everybody to believe that he had also resigned. On
the eve of the Tripuri Congress, evenis at Rajkot
forced Mahatma Gandhi to undertake a vow of fast
unto death, And then the President arrived at
Tripuri a sick man, It will, therefore, be in thé
fitness of things if the Presidential address this year
can claim to be 2 departure from precedent in the
matter of its length,

Fnends, you are aware that the Wafdist Deles
~ gation from Egypt have arrived in our midst as
guests of the Indian National Congress. You will
- join me in according 8 most hearty welcome to all
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of them, We are extremely happy that they found
it posible to accept our invitation and make the
voyage io India. We are only sorry that political
exigencies in Egypt did not permit the President of
the Wafd, Mustpha E1 Nahas Pasha, to personally
lead this Delegation. Having had the privilege of
the Wefdist Party, my joy today is all the greater.
Once again, [ offer them on behalf of our country-
men a most hearty and cordial welcome,

Since we met at Haripura in February, 1938,
several significant events have taken in the interna-
tional sphere. The most important of these is the
Munich Pact of September, 1938, which implied an
abject surrender to Nazi Germany on the part of the
Western Powers, France and Great Britain, Asa
result of this, France ceased to be the dominant
power in Europe and the hegemony passed into the
hands of Germany, without a shot being fired In
more recent times, the gradual collapse of the Repu.
blican Government in Spain seems to have added to
the strenght and prestige of Fascist Italy and Nazi
Germany. The so-called democratic powers, France
and Great Britin, have joined Italy and Germany in
conspiring to eliminate Soviet Russia from European
politics, for the time being. But how long will that
be possible ! There is no doubt that as a result of
recent international developments, in Europe as
well as in Asia, British and French Imperialism -
have received a cunsiderble set hack in the matter
of strength and prestige, '
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 Coming to home politics, in view of my ill
health, 'Ishall content myself with referring to
only a few important problems, In the fiest place,
I must give clear and unequwocal expression to
what | have been feelmg for some time past, namely,
that the time has come for us to raise the issue of
Swaraj and, submit our national demand to the
British Government in the from of an ultimatum,
The time is long past when we: could have adopted
a passive attitude and waitad for the Federal scheme -
to be 1mposed onus, The problem. no longer is
8 to when the Federal ‘Scheme will be forcedv
down our throats. The problem is as to what we
should do if the Federal Scheme is convemently .‘
shelved for a few years till peace is stabilized in
Europe. There is no doubt that once‘there is
stable peace in Furope, whether through a Four-
Power Pact or through some other means, Great .
Britain will adopt a strong Empire policy, The
fact that she is now showing some signs of trying
to conciliate the Arabs as against the Jews in
" Palestine is because she is feeling herself weak in
the international sphere. ~ In my opiniop, therefore,
we should submit our national demand to the
British Government in the form of an ultimatum
and give a certain time-limit within -which a fépiy
is to be expected. Ifno reply is received within
this period or if an unsatisfactory reply is received,
we should resort to such sanctions as we possess in
order to enforce our national demand, The sanctions
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~thal we possess to day are mass civil" disobeédience
or Satyagraha, And the British Government today
are not in a position to face a major conflict like an
_AllIndia Satyagraha for a long period.

It grieves me to find that there are people in
Congress who are so pessimistic ‘as to think that
the time is not ripe for a major assault on Dritish
'Impe-ria]'ism. But looking at the siluation in a
thoroughly realistic manner, I do wnot see the
slightest ground for pessimism, With Congress in
"power in eight provinces, the strength and prestwe
"of our nauonal organisation have gone up. The
"mass movement has made consxderable headaway
throughout” British”~ Indxa. And last but not the
‘least, there is-an unprecedented a“akemng in the
Indian States, What morc opporlune monient
.could we find in our national history for a final
~advance in the direction of Swaraj, particularly
when the international situation is favourable to us?
Speaking as a cold-blooded realist, [ may say that
all the facts of the prcsént day situation are so
much ty our advantage that one should entertain
the highest degree of optimism, If only we sink
our dilfercnces, pool all ene resonrces and - pull our
full weight in the national striggle, we can mahe
our attack on Dritish Tmperiali-m ireesiatible,
“whall we lave the political Toresight 1o make the
most of our pre~ent favoutahle lvmuwn or-zhall we
wiss this upportumty, w}uch is rare opportunity
in the life-time of a nation ¥’
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I have already referred to the awakening in
the Indian States,” I am definitely of the view
that we should revise our attitude towards the States
as defined by the Haripura Congress resolution.
That resolution, as-you are aware, put & ban on
certain forms of activity in the State being
conducted in the name of the 'Congress'. Under ~
that resolution; neither parliamentary work nor
struggle against the State should be carried on in
the name of the Coﬁgress. But' Since Haripura
much has happened. Today we find that the Para-
mount Power is in league with the State authorities
in’'most places. In such cifcumstances, should we -
of the Congress not draw closer to the people of
the States ? I have no doubt in my own mind as
to what our duty is today! *

Besides lifting the above ban, the work of
guiding the popular movements in the State for
Civil Liberty and Responsible Government should
be conducted by the Working Committee on a
comprehensive and systematic basis, The work so
far done has been of a piecemeal nature and there
has hardly been any system or plan behind it,
But the time has come when the Working Committee
should aésumg this responsibility and discharge it
in a comprelensive and sysfemaliu way and, if
necessary, appoint a spécial sub-committee for the
purpose. The fullest use should be made of the
guidance and co-operation of Mahatma Gandhi sad
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of the co-operation of the All India States’ Peoples
Conference, '

I have referred earlier to the advisabitity of
our making a final advance in the diréction of
Swaraj. That will need adequate preparation, In
the first place, we shall have to take steps to
ruthlessly remove whatever cortuption or weakness
has entered our ranks largely due to. the lure of
power. Next, we shall have to work in close
co-operation with all anti-Imperialist organisations
in the country particularly the Kisan movement
and the Trade Union movement, All the radical
elements in the country must work in close harmony
and co operation and the efforts of all anti-Imperia
list organisations must converge in the direction of
a final assault on British Imperialism,

Friends, today the utmosphere within the
Congress is clouded and dissensions have appeard.
Many of our friends are consequently feeling
depressed and dispirited. The cloud that you ‘see
today is a passing one, I have faith in the patrio-
tism of my countrymen and I am sure that before
long we shall be able 1o tide over the present
difliculties and restore unity within our ranks. A
somewhat similar situation had arisen at the time
of the Gaya Congress in 1922 and thereafter, - when
Deshbandhu Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru of
hollowed memory started the Swaraj Party. May
the spirit of my late Guru, of revered Motilalji and
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‘of other great sons of ‘India " inspire us in the
 present crisis and may Mahatna Gandhi who is
still with us to guide and assists’ our pation, help
the Con«ress out of the present tangle is my earuest
' prayer

* Vandematram,

Mr. D, Narsingh, Acting General Secretaty of
the Congress then read a number of méssaues '
teceived from various institutions and persons from
all parts of the world _wishing _ success to -the
Congress, These - included messages, from . the
Communist Party in China, the Indian National
‘Committee in Japan, the Indian Association .in
Zanjibar, from Mz, Rash Bihari Bdse, Dr. Atal, Leader
~ of the Indian Medical Unit in China, Malacca Indians
and from Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, Pandit
Malviyaji emphasised the need of “unity in the Con-
gress ranks and- also the need for (ighting commue
nalism,  Some of these messages will be found in
-extenso at the end of this report.

On being called upon by the Cliairman P
Jawabarlal Nebru next extended a_hearty welcome
1o the Bgyptian delegation thal hal come to ludia
to convey their yulmuw o 1]10 pwplc ol Iullla
and the Uongress,

- Pt, Nehru, who spoke in Hmdx, addressed afcw
~words in English also,
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Said Pt. Nehra e~

We have received many messages from different
parts of the world conveying greetings, not only of
our own countrymen, but greetings of other people
strugeling  for freedom. We have a friendly
message from China where some of our colleagues
have been sent to give suceour to the people there.
But we have something else which is more than
a mere message. We have in our midst a dele-
gation from the Wafd Party of Lgypt, who have
come here to convey their greetings and sense -of
solidarity with the Indwn Natlonal struggle for
freedom,

Therefore on your behalf I wish to convey to
them our sense of extreme appreciation and our
hearty welcome at their visit here, representing’
as they do not orly the great Wafd Party but the
people of Egypt, who although enjoying a certain
measure of freedom have nonctheless still to
strugzle and brave difficulties to gain independence.
As with us their opponent is British Imperialism,
Therefore inevitably we look to each other, we try
to learn from each other, and [ hopé we shall be
able to march together in many ways, We have
of course different problems to face and each
country must work according to its own genius,
But we can still see a great many things common
in our struggles, as all great struggles generally
Lecome more and more inter-related and we cannot
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isolate them, What happens in"one part of the

world has its effects on other parts of \the world,

What happend during tho last six months in Europe

has undoubtedly affected us in India, The peoplo

of Eg)pt are engaoed in the stru gle for freedom

in their,own way. DBut the Egyptian struggle is a

part of our own strug gle, as they are ﬁcrhtmg the
same enemy as ourselves, Therefore it is peculiar

pleasure to-us to have them  in our mldst tonight,

but our only regret is that their great leader, Nahas -
Pasha is not here. A few months back I had the
privilege to visit Egypt, to be in Cairo and of
" meeting many of the leaders of the Egyptian na-
tional movement and at that time Nahas Pasha
expressed his eagerness- to come here, - He. was
coming but for the critical situation that has dever:
loped he could not leave Egypt. ‘I hope he will
still find time to visit our country some time. " He
is worthy representative of the Pary and the nation,
and [ once again welcome the delegation most
. cordially ( Cheers ), SR

- Mahmoud Bey, the leader of the Egyptian dele-\
gation in his message to the Congress said.

* Itis my honour and privilege to express our
deepest thanks on kehalf of myself and my colles-
gues for your kind ‘invitation to attend the fifty-
second session of your congress and our gratitude
for the welcome: and: enthusiastic - reception we
received from the ‘very moment wé set foot on the
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land of jour great country from the Bombay Provis
ncial Congress Committee, members of the Gavern-
ment of Bombay and the people of Bombay, We
wish to express our heartfelt thanks to Mahatma
Gandhi, who in spite of his weak health and
numerous occuptations sent usa kind message of
welcome. We wish him speed and complete recovery.

We thank Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose for his
cordial welcome, We thank Pt, Nehru for his
gracious speech of welcome and recall that he and
Nahas Pasha were initiators' of this happy idea of
exchanging missions between Egypt and India, We
thank the President of the Congress Committes
of Bombay, We thank the Hon’Lle Mr. K M.
Munshi, Home Minister of Government of Bombay
for their hospitality, It was the ardent desire of
our leader and President of the Wafdist Party,
Mohammad Nahas Pasha to attend this session of
your National Congress, and it is equally shared
by all members of the delegation, Important
political circumstances and constitutional issues
unfortunately prevented our leader from attending

the Congress in person. With immense pleasure, I
and my colleagues are in your midst and the noble

mission of attending your Congress will only be
equalled by ihe great honour of bringing to the
people of India on behalf of the people of Egypt
most c¢ardial and fraternal greetings and best wishes
for this glorious country.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the visit we pay you in
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tesponse . to’ yaur kind . inyitation evokes in- our.
- hearts deepest-feelings and hrings back to-our minds .
numerous charadteristics common to our two couns
tries:anidithe different aspects-that-link ns together,
Tdit not-p faet ihat religions and philosphies sprang .
from the East and combine us logether 2 The Fast .

has been the Dbirth place  of: the religions which. -

preach cooperalion and peace, religions that. set the

ideals for a powerful life among all people and seek .
- the welfare and happiness of ll. It was therefore

no wonder that feelings and reactions of people in

both the'cbunlriea were similar and there Was 1o
wonder that there was resemblance in leadership

und movements and - methods. of slruwgle between

the two countries,” It was in the year 1918 that our

relentless leader Zughlul Pasha shook imperialism

in Egypt and at about the same_time, the farsighted

leadership of Mahatma Gandhi began to break the

- chains of 1mperlallsm in India, These leaders and.
thelr colleaguies wih great palience and persistence
in their palnonc struggle have fought for -the past:
so many years, Zughlul Pasha fell in the batile:
field, an old and sick man who had stood haxdshlps._
Indeed he was oiir bra\e Commander,

Nahas,Pasha, our present leader, camed the
" banner of Zughlul, - Detention, exile persecution and
threats have fiever deterred him from his oject
and he finally shcceeded. His far-sighted leadership
has led Egypt frem victory to victory, -winning for
her the treaty of mdependenge and allmuce slfrned
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in August, 1936, and the treaty of the Abolition of
Capitulation and Foreign Cosoperation signed in
Montreal in may, 1938,

Ladies and Gentlemen, the decisive element i
the suceess of Feypt was unity.  No people fighting
for their liberfy can afford-to be disunited. We
were a nation of Muslijssand  Christiane, lut
Zuzhlul forged us into a nativn of Egyptians. T is
our unity and leadership that secured for us indepen:
dence and liberty, Ladies and Gentlemen, the
present visit, I hope will inaugurate a new era in the
ralations of Egypt and India and as Mahatma Gandhi
has said in his telegram that the visit will afford an
insoluble bond between India and Egypt. Nothing
will be moro welcome to the Egyptian nation and
to our leader Nahas Pasha than to receive a dele--
zation of the Congress which will meet in April nest.
I hope that this exchange of visit will inangurate s
new era in the relations between the nations of the
Fast.. Before concluding I would- like to express
our great admiration at the sight: of such hugé‘
multitudes of people coming from all parts of your
immense country, representing hundreds of millions
of different religions and culture working hand in
hand for the great cause of India and hope that
just like in Fgypt, where Arabs and Christians
merged together and fought against imperialism, in
India also the people will merge together and
fight for independenqg,
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M.ulana -Azad adjourned the session at this g
stage ai 830 P. M 1ill 330 P. M, on the' following -
day. ' Co

Ay ——

OPEN SESSION 11-3-3.

The open session of the Congress met for the_
second day on March 11, 1939 at 645 p. m.’
Moulana Abulkalam Azad took the chair ia the
absence of Rastrapathi Subhaschandra Bose. The
proceedings started with - the -singing of Vande
Matargm, -

QAR g, §7 STt a1 4 azfendt § o gA woar
IR 9 a7 AX A5 0% 8 ¢ AR | WA A
B agfedl & g qEw g €, 999g 599 9 98 9
wiiv a5 W 9 R o AR 41 & we gRAA § o
RAY AN HGTE ST | AW FEH FG I0 997 SR A
TR afere FrT R gt ad &1 W S 9w qEEGa
vox° Rderur | gwiwe agt ok 30 Qnd Megw 3

-2} qug & W W st wEdl #) qEdT B AWA T 91
a3 e go AT g | a9 0aR) @ gaw O B
R fmaeWa gafm sw # g@ ow s § Bad
g oot @ Wl @3N 1 AT gUIRTY W W §ng we A
®1 w W ol § gwd gw R D R o
AT N |

‘Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru read the bulleting issued
by Col. Mukund and Col: Hennessy and Dr. Gilder,
who had ‘examined _thg President in.the afternoon,
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The regort of Col. MuLund and Col. Henressy was
8s follows: We have examined Sj, Subhaschandra
Bose again this morning. His temperature hag
risen to 104 degrees and there are distinet signs of
the right lungs being affected. We have advised
Sj. Bose being removed from the Nagar to the
Victoria Hospital, ‘

2

Dr. Gilder, who examined the Presldent at 4-30
P, M. reported ;

“I have examined S§j. Subhaschandra Bose at
4:30 P. M His temperature is 105 degrees, pulse
rate 134 ( pulse of poor volume and tension), and
his respiration rate of 40. e is very weak and
prostrate and unfit for any work, mental and
physical.  The whole of the right lungs is involyed
in the bronchial pneumoniac process. I would reco-
mmend his removal to a hospital or nursing home”,

Maulana Azad— s w3 smgw q'i’mé ga 0 A
Dby R §1 Hedgmed wﬁm’in W AR
feg gatve dar ¢

Mr. M. S. Auey: Mr. President, Ladies and
Gentlemen, Brother and Sister Delegates :

The resolution which I want to move for your
consideration i3 this : “In view of the very alarming
state of health of the President the consideration of
the resolution on the clarification of misunderstand-
ing arising out of the Presjdential election should be
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referred for disposal to 'the A. T, C.C, at some
future date.” T T :

" Inview of the cbndition of the P'resideht’a_
he l]lh, I .lm ture you wil carry lt unammouqu

< P (, P» Panrspeal\nw in Ihndmtlﬂmﬂumunced»

Ih whe was rmdy to abide hy the resoluion of Mr..
.Ancy if it was carried and pleaded for xts agcepe
tance by the house,

Shouts of :No, No’ followed from some me nbers.

Mouhnef Azad after- puu[n& Me. Aney’s reso:
lution to the House for vating by show of hands
declared it carrled

At this stage there was a great demonstration
by those members who were against the resolution
of Mr Aney and wanted _a division and demanded
the counting of votes, .- The Chairman declared that
if members were insistent the division would be
atlowed on‘the following -morning  in the Subjects
Committee: pandal, - But :the shouting of “Inglab
- Zindabad” and the demonstration continued, the .
demonstrators rushing forward towards the rostram
and occupying the empty space in front  of the
rostrum, Pt Jawaharlal Neheu wanted to address-
the Iouse and explain them that the Chairman
would allow division but the demonstrators contis
nued shouting, -

- 8. Saratchandra Bose intervening said : “Friends,
Lbeg of you'to 'résume’ your seats and not to be
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excited. will you hindly go back to your respective
Mocks, ?”

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru: It isno good getting

3

excited, What I was saying is this ;... ..

Pt. Nehru then began addressing in Hindustani
and again shouting was resumed and it continued
over an hour,

Sj. Saratchandra Bose :intervened again and
appealed to the demonstrators by saying:“Ido
not understand why you are not allowing pt. Jawa-
harlal Nehru to address you. I suppose some of
you at any rate have heard that Mr, Aney moved
his resolution for referring Pt. Pant’s resolution to
the A. I. C. C. for disposal at some future date, Mr,
Aney wishes to take leave of the House to withdraw
his resolution. Unless you permit him to speak
he cannot ask leave of the house. Will you kindly
keep quiet and take your seats and allow Mr,
Auey to proceed.” Will you kindly go hack to your
respective blocks 77

The delegates who bad come near the rostrum
and were wmaking  demoustration at this stage went
Jack 1o their enclosures ( at about 830 P, M. ) and
onler was restored,

Pt Nelavestaddreszed the Howe in Hindue
stant and then made the following speech inkuzlish,

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru s [ am afraid [ have tired
the patience of the House for a long time, first by
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standing here Tor ‘over an hour and then speaking
at some lenoth in' Hindustani. But still 1 want to
add a few words in English as some of the Comrades
and delegates mlghl not understand what I s1id in
Hmdustam Istéod here for a long time, because
for some reason -orother, which 1 have' not been
able to fathom, some of the visitors and delegates ~
would not hear me, * I do not know ‘why, because
came to. explain something which the President
wanted me to .explain. Just as lus mouthpiece 1
wanted also to speak a few words on the procedure of
division, On the division which was wanted on Mr.
Aney’s resolution Moulana Abulkalam Azad after
show of hands declared Mr, Aney’s resolution was
-carried, There was some opposition to this decla-
ration and there was a great deal of excitement and
shouting. When the division was claimed although
the President was clear in his mind, yet he decided
to give that division, and he asked me to say that
if you desire certainly there will be division so that
there should not be any doubt as to the voting and
as to how many are on this side or on that side. [
also wanted to tell you that, That is all that I was
asked to convey to you, But for some reason [ had
probably " offénded- you, or you felt that 1 had
offended you It ‘s a matter of grief to me that
anybody should feel that 1 have offended any dele-
gate. Now, therefore, this is the position,

: Mayladd- dfew words? May I speak to you
about some particular aspecis of what has happeged ?
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We have heard for a long time about certain indis-
cipline in the Congrss, certain corruption in the
Congress. You know Mchatmaji has been writing
about it in the Herijan. Infact inthe Subjects
Committee there was a talk about it to-day and we
passed a resolution. It is obvious the Congress
can function properly and efficiently only if it is
well disciplined. We talk and we think in terms
of the great struggle before us, the great struggle
and crisis developing in India and Europe. Some
of us think in terms of a very early struggle, some
perhaps in terms of a struggle at a later date, But
all of them think in terms of the great struggle,
We feel we have grown stronger and our great orgas
nisation has grown stronger than ever, and so we
do not look with any apprehension on the coming
struggle, whatever it is, and some of us are over
enthusiastic and want to have the struggle as soon
as pessible.  Bul whether this struggle comes soon
or late, everything depends how you and I and all
of us, who are tied together by the Congrese, func-
tion. Outside the Congress there are difficulties
enough. Only a few days ago we had exhibitions
of disunity and disturbance, mostly in my province,
There they are, you cannot forget thew, Ia fact
they are the only things that stand between us and
complete independence. You and I of course have
to cosider them and meet that menace. Meanwhile
are we to start within the ranks of our own organisa.
tioxthis kind of mutual conflict ? I shudder to think
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what will be the result:

* ‘Mahatma Gandhi wrote some articles a few days
ago. If you read them at all you will noticea
certain agony of soul in.them. You will notice the
pain in them, almost the words quiver with paib.
You may agree or disagree with what Gandbiji had
written, but Gandhiji writes from his heart,  Why,
because today he is flled with the idea of the
coming struggle in India, Meis full of it, he is
preparing for it. He ‘wants”the congress and the
‘country to be ready for it,"and when he ‘ses
that instead of preparing in reality we indulgein
tall talks and indiscipline spreads and when he se¢s
“that his instrument is getting rusty, that it is getting
less good and less useful, his heart breaks within
it. Why does he talk about corruption and indis-
cipline, because time is coming when you and [ will
be put to the test, And although it wasa grievous
sight to see some of th§ comrades, who should all
march togehter shoulder to shoulder and prepare
for the struggle, to be in opposmon to each other,
although it was a painful sight, in iy heart I ul-
most welcomed if, hecause it was the outburst of
wertainsuppressed feelings.  Many of us present
here have “devoted o Lm'o portion of Iife to the
gervice of the great 01-nuuaﬂwu amd we have cousi-
dered it a high prm!eg@ to stand” shotlder to
choulder to each vther.s D‘niing all these yearsthis
is the first time that 1 have seen such a sight in the
Gongress, During more than a quarter of a. centur -
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and I am sure, there are many others whose services
to the country and the Congress are much longer
than mine and they have served more than what I
have done—I do not know how many of you reme-
mber such a scene. During the last twentysix years
that I have attended the Congress year after year,
[ have not seen a like of it before. So I would
beg of you to understand the full implications of
what is happening. It does not matter if it isa
big or a small matter, Afterall few people got
excited, We all get excited. 1 get excited much
too often. Iam sorry for it afterwards, I go and
ask for forgiveness. But we have to take a lesson
from it and not allow weakening of the organisation.
If we have learnt it is well, otherwise all our talk,
all our struggle for the past so many years, will be
vain talks, [ am grateful to you for your courtesy in
hearing me for such a long time,

Mr. M. S. Aney: I am before you to ask your per-
mission to withdraw the resolution which I moved
a short time ago. In doing that Ionly want to
make a little statement,

On account of having heard of the alarming
news of the health of the President I felt that some-
thing should be done to put a stop to the discussion
of the resolution, in which the President was
indirectly concerned. -We thought we ought not to
discuss this thing when his health was causing anxi.
ety. Out of consideration of propriety I wanted
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to make an effort. In doing so I did not
consult any ‘of my Bengal friends. I felt some.
thing should be dome and I made & certain
suggestion and there was a clear tendency on the
part of the ex-members of the Working Committee
to consider carefully the propriety of the suggestion
I made and after a good deal of considerstion they
agreed to put the suggestion which I put before you,
My main object was to relieve you all of the dis-
cussion on this resolution and at the same time to
give satisfaction to our Bengal friends and all those
who are interested in the health of the President.
I have made that endeavour. But I now find it does
not commend to many friends, That being the case
it is necessary, 1 think it proper, that this resolution
should be withdrawn, But as matters have progre-
ssed to such extent that there was voting and the
President of the meeting also declared the result of
it, the only constitutional course left” open to me to
undo the thingis to approach the very Congress
which can do or undo whatit does. It is the right
of the delegates. Therefore, in order to allow me to
enable me to withdraw the resolution, I have come
befor you to ask your leave, I believe you will

 see the necessity of accepting’ the suggestion I am
making. I am asking for grant of leave for
withdrawal, ‘

Pandit G. B. Pant : I may just make a statement
1o explain my Position with Tegard to the motion
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that has now been made by Mr, Aney. When he
suggested that the original proposition should be
referred to the A, I. C. C. I readily agreed, as I
was under the impression that there was concensus
of opinion in this respect and that the delegates
belonging to Bengal were also in favour of it. I had
absolutely no desire to avoid your decision on the
main proposition. [ was, however, prepared to act
to that course as [ thought in the circumstances it
was approprizte on my part that I should do so.
I do not even ask for majority of votes, I do not
ask for majority for withdrawal, If Bengal members
want it I would abide by that view. As there seems
to be a strong feeling in certain circles that the
resolution should be discussed, I think it fair in the
circumstances that Mr, Aney should he allowed to
withdraw his moiton.

At this stage Mr, Aney’s motion for withdrawal -
of his resolution for reference of Pt. Pant’s resolu-
tion to the A.L C.C- was put to the house and
leave for withdrawal was granted,

Next Moulana Azad moved from the chair three
resolutions, namely, the resolution on condolence,
the resolution on greetings to the Egyptian delega-
tion and the resolution on greeting to China, which
were adopted.
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TEXT OF THE THREE RESOLUTIONS MOVED
FROM THE CHAIR.

1. Condolence: This Congress expresses its
sense of sorrow and loss at the deaths of Maulana
Shaukat Ali, Sir Mohammad Igbal, Begam Ansari
and Shris K. Raman Menon, G. S. Khaparde, B.
Raja Ran, Nathuji Jagtap, Thakur Guljar Singh,
Raja Ram Shukla, Deviprasad Shukla, K. H. Bhatt,
Dhundi Raj Mahadeo Naik, Abdul Wahid, Balwantrai
P. Thakore, Maheshprasad Nigam, Pandit Mahabir
Prasad Dwivedi, Upendranath Mukerji, Jwala Singh,
K. Nageswar Rau, Rajub Ali Patel, Ghaltu Venkat,
Chaturanan Das, Banchchanidhi Mahanty, Girija
Bhusan Dutt, Shrinath Das and Pratap Singh.‘

2. Welcome to Egyptian Delegation: The Con-
gress extends its “cordial welcome to the fraternal
delegation from the Wafd Party of Egypt and consi-
ders this visit as symbolising the solidarity of the
movements for freedom in Egypt and India. The
Congress sends its greetings to the people of Egypt
and its earnest wishes for their complete success in
achieving full freedom, It trusts that the association
of the peoples of Egypt and India will ever grow
closer and more fruitful in the furtherance of world
, peace and freedom, |

3. China: The Congress sends its greetings to
the people of China and its deepest sympathy in their
trial and privations in their struggle againsta
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tuthless and inhuman imgerialism. It congratulates
them on their heroic resistance,

The Congress expresses its approval of the
sending of a medical mission on its behalf to the
people of China, and trusts this mission will conti-
nue to receive full support so that it may carry on
its work of succour effectively and bea worthy
symbol of India’s solidarity with China,

Mr. Jaiprakash Narain next moved the following
Resolution on National Demand and spoke in
Hindustani in support of it.

“The Congress has for more than half a century
striven for the advancement of the people of India
and has represented the urge of the Indian people
towards freedom and self-expression. During the
past twenty years it has engaged itself on behalf of
the masses of the country in struggle against British
Imperialism, and through the suffering and discipli-
ned sacrifice of the people, it has carried the nation
‘a long way to the independence that is its objec-
tive. With the growing strength of the people, it
has adapted itself to a changing and developing
situation, and while pursuing various programmes,
has ever worked for the independence of India and
the establishment of a democratic state in the
country. Rejecting the Government of India Act
and with the full determination to end it, it decided
to take advantage of the measure of provincial auto-
nomy that the Act provided, restricted and circums:
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cribed as it was, in order to strengthen the national
movement and to give such relief to the masses as |
was possible upder the circumstances, To the:
Federal part of the Act the Congress declered its
uncompromising opposition and its determination
to resist its imposition.

The Congress declares afresh its solemn resolve
1o achieve independence for the nation and to have
a constituti>n framed for a free India througha
- constituent Assembly, elected by the people on the
basis of adult franchise and without any interference
by a foreign authority. No other constitutions or
- attempted solutions of the problem can be accepted
by the Indiau people.

The Congress is of opinion that in view of the
situation in India, the organised strength of the
national movement, the remarkable growth of
conciousness of the masses, the new awakening
among the people of the slates, as well as the rapid
development of the world situation, the principle of
self-determination must now be applied to the fullest
extent to India so that the people of India might esta-
blish an indspendent democratic state by means of a
Coustituent Assembly,  Not only the inherent right,
the inherent right and dignity of the people demand
this full freedom, but also the economic and other
problems which press insistently on the masses,
cannot find solution nor can India get rid of her
poverty and keep pace with modern progress, unless
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her people have full opportunities of self deves
lopment and growth which independence alone can
give. Provincial autonomy affords no such scope
for development and its capacity for good is being
rapidly exhausted ; the proposed Federation stran-

gles India still further and will not be accepted.
This congress is therefore firmly of opinion that
this whole Government of India Act must give place

to a constitution of a free India mace by the people
themselves, '

An independent and democratic India will fece
the solution of her great problems rapidly and
effectively and will line herself with the progressive
peoples of the world and thus aid the cause of
democracy and freedom.

Wtih a view to speedy realisation of the Congress
objective and in order to face effectively the national
and international crisis that loom ahead and prepare
the country for a nation-wide struggle, this Congress
calls upon all parts of the congress organisation, the
congress Provincial Governments and the people
generally, to work to this end by promoting unity
and seeking to eliminate disruptive forces and
conditions which lead to communal conflicts and
national disunity, by coordinating the activities of
the provincial governments - with the work outside
the legislatures, and strengthening the organisation
50 as to make it a still more effective organ of the
people’s will.” '
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Si. Saratchandra Bose opposing the resolution
said: I regret that whatever [ have to say on this
resolution [ have to say in English, beeause I have
not the requisite knowledge to speak in Hindustani:

It was my desire to send formal notice of my
amendment to this resolution, the amendment which
was moved on my behalf by my friend, Pt, Lakshmi-
kanta Maitrain the Subjects Committee this afternoon.
Due to a mistaken notion that this resolution will
not be reached tonight and also due to my preoccus
pation with Rastrapati’s illness, 1 was not able to
send fornial notice of my amendment. But T think
it is necessary, even though the rules do not permit
me, to present wy amendwment before you. I consider
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it necessary to tell you quite plainly the reasons
which prompt me to oppose this resolution,

This resolution is ome which merely contains
words, words, words—in-effective words, soul-less
words, words which do not lay down any plan of action,
words which do not give any lead to our people.
The first four paragraphs of this resolution merely
repeat what we have been saying session after session
during the last few years, what we have been saying
at every meeting of the Working Committee during
the last two years, what we have been saying at every
session of the A, I C. C. Thad expected that the
framers of this resolution had realised that the time /
had come to give a definite lead to the people, but
my expectations were rudely disappointed when [ saw+
a copy of the resolution as passed by the Subjects
Committee on the motion of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.

To illustrate what [ mean, may I read to you the
last paragraph of the reslution. The last paragraph
runs thus: « With a view to speedy realisation of the
congress objective and in order to face effectively the
national and international crisis that loom ahead and
prepare the country for a nation-wide struggle—
parenthetically 1 observe, high sounding words
indeed—this congress calls upon all parts of the
congress organisation, the congress provincial
governments and the people generally, to work to
this end by promoting unity and seeking to elimi-
nate disruptive forces and conditions which lead to
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communal conflicts and national disunity, by coor-
dinating the activities of the provineial governments
with the work outside the legislatures, the strength-
(ning the organisation so as to make it a still more
effective organ of the people’s will.” - May [ repeat,
these are high sounding words, full of souads. I
should also say words full of certain amount of -
fury too, but meaning nothing at all. If I may
analyse this paragraph for a moment. The congress
calls upon all parts of the congress organisation, the
congress provincial governments and the people
generally, to work to this end by promoting unity, -
\The congress has been asking people for years to
promote unity. May I ask the framers of the reso-
lution if complete unity is not achieved during the
coming ten years, are they going to put forward the
struggle against federation ? I would like to have
a straight answer. Supposing only partial commu-
nal wnity is achieved, are we going to launch a fight ?
I should like to have.a straight answer to this
question. [ should have thought that the framers
“of this resolution, who have undergbne sacrifices
on innumerable occasions and for a length of period,

~ L should have thought that they would realise that
the struggle for independence, wherever it has been
fought, in whatever age it has been fought, in what-
ever climate it has been fought, has always been
fought by the minority. Are we going to postpone
our struggle until all the different communities in
our land have achieved unity among themselyes 7
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If that is what the resolution means that until we
bave been able to attain complete unity, our struggle

is not to be launched, I think it would be more
 honest to say : let us abandon the struggle, Let us
not delude us any more, let us not deceive our
people any more,

Friends, I would like to use in the course of my
speech certain words, which I used in the amend-
ment of which I gave notice in the Subjects Commi-
ttee and which was moved on my behalf by Pt.
Maitra, Self determination for people is now a
universally accepted principle in the modern world,
During the last few decades this principle has been
applied in part or whole to all countries of the
world, but India has been excluded from the sphere
of its operation. In 1919 and also in years sub-
sequent thereto I believe on the principle of self-
determination the map of Europe and Asia had
been remade and new cultures demarcated. But
India with a hoary civilization, with a distinctive
culture and tradition and fundamental unity, though
pre-eminently fit for, the application of this principle
was denied to her. The people of India have
been denied it for too long a time and they must
now demand their birth-right. The Government of
[ndia Act 1935, which was enacted by British
Parliament is a negation of the principle of self-
letermination. It not only does mot provide for
ransference of power to the Indian people, but it is
lesigned and calculated to strengthen the hold of



96

British Imperialism on India. As such it was e
jected by the Indian National Congress as early as
April 1936 at its Lucknow session. Since then
various developments have taken place. The pro--
vineial part of the constitution was inaugurated in-
April 19372 and efforts are being made on the side
of the British Government to impose the Federal
part on the Indian‘people. Most of you know that
the British Government has already declared that it
intends to impose the Federal part of the constitu-
tion in 1941, It is a delusion to say or to think-
that the federal scheme as envisaged by the Govern-
ment of India Act is dead and gone. So far as the
British Imperialists and their intentions are con-
cerned, the scheme is very much alive, They have
declared again and again that they intend to impose
it against our will. [ am reminded of the days
when some of our eminent leaders like Pt. Nehru
went to England and Britishers talked to them—
I remember one British Impeiialist——[ was astoun:
ded; at the remark, had the impertinence to say that
Pt. Nehru did not represent even one percent of the
people of India—they thought that although we
passed the resolution rejecting the Government of
India Act as early as 1936, we have not moved,
The congress has no doubt repeatedly declared in
clear and unequivocal terms its attitude of uncom:
promising hostility to federation, May I ask the
framers of the resolution, what useful purpose it will
serve by making that declaration again withow
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laying down a plan of action. -We have reached “a
stage in our- history when it is not enough merely
to deelare our rejection of the Government of India
Act,- when it is" not enough merely to declare our
determination to combat the federal scheme if and
when it i3 introduced by British Government. Isay
it is time that we demand in the most emphauc and
unmistakable terms a constitution ‘of our own
making, it is time that we call’ upon the Brmsh
Government to declare in no' uncertain terms 'Whe-
ther they are prepared to concede in its entirety the
principle of self-determination, and in order to
enable the British Government to' give a categorical
reply to our demand we should fix our time limit,
and I think the time limit should be fixed in. such
a way that the matter might be considered at the
next session of the Congress, having regard 'to: the
reply of the British Covemment For that purpose
it is suﬂiuent to fix a max1mum time limit of six
months. If the demand is agreed to, as I have no
doubt it will be agreed to, having regard to-the in-
ternational situation at the present day, having
regard to thé,_ fact that Congress governments are
in force in eight provinces;. having regard to the
fact that the states people are. moving and moving.
definitely -towards the achievement of civil hberty
and responsible government, if - that deniand - i8
agreed to, the result is obvious, A treaty will have
to be drawn between the British Government and the
representatives of the Congress and the people, K
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that demand is not agreed to or the reply of the
British Government be found to be unsatisfactory
and inadequate or no reply is received within that
period then it will be in my humble submission
the duty of the Congress to take such steps or resort
to such sanction in order to make India’s demand
irresistible. Of course it will be always open:to
the Congress to have a special session much earlier
than the period of six months, which I have men-
tioned, in order to consider whether the Congress
should take steps even before the expiry of that
period, if the intention of the British Government
becomes manifest at a much earlier date or unfore.
seen developments warrant such a policy,

We have heard a 'lot about the Constituent
Assembly. It is no wse repeating it again and
again, The Congress has in its resolutions during
the last two or three years declared more than once
that the congress demand is that the constitution
for India should be framed by a constituent assembly
based on adult franchise. ' The resolution which has
been moved by Mr, Jaiprakash Narayan says nothing
more, It merely repeats what the Congress has
declared more than once. Now the question is what
is to be done during this period of six months. My
humble suggestion to you is that during these six
months all congress organisations in the country
should take necessary steps in the parliamentary as
well s extra-parliamentary sphere for preparing

the Indian people for all possible likely develop-



99
ments. The resolution which has been placed before
you contains the words ‘the congress calls upon all
parts of the congress organisation to work to this
end by coordinating the activities of the provincial
Governments with work outside the legislature.’
We all know that the work with which Provincial
Governments are now engaged is mostly constructive
work—good work no doubt, but constructive work
only, By that I mean no work which is designed
to combat and wreck the Government of India Act.
It is true that at the time the Congress‘ declared in
favour of office acceptance, cne of the main purposes
behind the declaration was that it will give us more
strength to combat and wreck the constitution, It
is time now that the congress goVernments are in
power in eight provinces to prepare for the dead-
lock, Constructive programme has been worked
for about two years. Let that work proceed. Iam
not one of those who hold the opinion that construc.
tive work should be stopped, If the Congress
Governments really mind to make the fight against
federation effective, they should prepare themselves
and their people for creating deadlocks in the neat
future. That deadlock it is possible for them to
create, that deadlock it is possible for their people
to create, and if that deadlock is created in eight
provinces, most of them major provinces, I have no
doubt that the situation will be such that the British
Government will have to concede to our demand.
It is no use coming forward with a pious resolution
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asking the people to promote unity. That has to
be done in every day life.  There is no. need for
1ntroducmg that in the resolution relatmg to struggle
against federation, Promoting of unity is one of
the major things the congress has to do. Elimina-
ting of disrupﬁve forces is one of the major things
the congress has to do. ‘That is no work specially
meant for launching fight against federation. That
“is necessary for all round activities of the congress.
That work connot be sﬁspended fora moment. But
1 ask the framers of the resolution to tell us in plain
'and sxmple Ianguage what they mean by saying that
in the meantime what we have to do in order to
promole wnity and eliminate dlsruptlve forces. 1
ask again supposing complete unity is not achieved
wuhm the next ten years, do they mean to say that
the stmg sle. agamst federation has to be postponed
for ten years ? Supposmg pamal unity is achieved,
is the struggle against federation to be postponed 4
Some people said to me in the course of the dis-
cussion of this sub]ect as to whether the time had
not come for presenting an ultimatum to the British
Government. Some people said to me that the time
had not come,  We were weak. My answer to them
is if we are]weallc today, may I ask my friends to
say, if .we are weak today when shall we be strong.
If we are weak today with eight congress govern-
ments, I ask, when do my friends expect us to be
strong.  1f we are weak today, do you expeet us to
be strong when the shackles of federatlon bind us
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down and they are imposed on us ? (Cheers), I say
we are not weak. If you say we are weak, then it
takes out all the force of the Congress resolution in
favour of office acceptance, What did we tell the
people at the time when the congress on the advice
of the Working Committee accepted the resolution
in favour of office acceptance ? It was said that by
means of office acceptance we shall be strong in no
time, and much stronger we are today to fight fedes
ration which is threatened to be imposed on us.
Federation is going to be imposed in 1941 and here
we are in March 1939. Do you not Lelieve that
the time has come for the Congress governments in
eight provinces and for the people in-other provin-
ces, who have unfortunately no congress gevernment,
may 1 ask you, if time has not come for the congress
governments to act and act swiftly, to strike and to
strike effectively ? If this is not the time, I say,
the time will never come. Time will not come for
us to lead a straight fight, a strong fight, a direct
fight, against federation after federation has been
imposed on us. Fight we must if we want to kill
federation which is sought to be imposed in 1941,
That fight must begin now without a moment’s delay,
and in that fight we must have the cooperation of
the eight congress governments, whom we have in-
stalled in eight provinces, we must have the coope-
ration of the people of the provinces, major or
minor. We have got to place before our people a
definite and well defined plan of action, We haye
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got to prepare the country by telling that we of the
congress propose to give an ultimatum to the British
Government that our demand is to be granted within .
six months, or a year, because the next session of
the . congressdoes not meet until about a year. If
we do not tell 'our people that we desire to present
an 'ultimatum to the British Government,,we can
never prepare the people for the fight, ~ Preparation
for fight will really begin, will seriously begin,
people will take us seriously enly when they believe -
that we mean what we say and we are not .content
with ‘merely declaring rejection of the - federal
scheme, but we are doing all that lies in our power
to implement our resolution, both by constructive
work, and if necessary, by destructive work,

.. Coming to the last part of the resolution, It does
not give, as [ have said, any lead to the people, It
is one of those resolutions which we have passed
time and again. ~This resolution will not impress
upon the people that we are really serious, that we
are earnest, that we are up and doing in taking up
the fight. May T ask how much longer are we
going ‘to' wait? May I ask the different congress
governments -in the different Provinces, are they
not prepared to create dealocks ? 1If they say
no, may I ask what they are doing to create dead-
locks ?. Do they think the British administration
can go on if there is serious deadlock ? Do they
not feel that if they, who have powerin eight
provinces to create deadlocks, if they move in that
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direction their actions will be emulated by the
people of India ? It is for them, who are fortunately
placed, who are placed in the position of advantage,
to take lead in this matter. We of the other
provinces will certainly march abreast with them,
Speaking for my own proviace, though unfortu.
nately we have no congress ministry, I can say that
the congress minded section of the people, both
Hindus and Muslims, are ready for the attack, and I
say in all seriousness and humility that the congress
minded section of the people, which is not an
inconsiderable section, are ready for the fight.
Declare the fight, give the ultimatum and if you
find that the technically, called non-congress proe
vinces are lagging behind, then you can throw the
whole balme on them and not till then. I make
bold to say that all the provinces, which are techni-
~cally called non-congress provinces, will march
abreast with the congress provinces in the major
assualt against federation, : '
Again [ repeat that it will not do if you merely
say : co-ordinate activities of the provincial govern:
ments with the work outside the lagislature. This
resolution does not say what are the sorts of
activities of the provincial governments which are to
be co-ordinated with work outside the legislatures,
It doesnot even mention what are the activities of
of the provincial governments what is the patute of
the work with which those activities are to be
go-ordinated, Is it any use to put before the
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congress and the people words which have no
definite . meaning - at ‘all 7 If you- dre to- really
prépére tbe'jJeople'for the coming: fight, ~you bave’
tos glve 2+ lead-to.: the::people; to the  provineial
governments you ‘have to'indicate to them' what are -
the:activities:to-which'they should: resort,you *have
to el the . people~ whit ;is" the work ‘outside the -
legislature - which they- must- take up immediately
in; order to prepare for the fight against federation,
It will not'do-to say+only idle words.’ You have
to place before the people 2 definite plan of - action
and give -a definite Tead to the people as to what
they have gat to do-in-order to. prepare themselves
for the’ coming struggle, -May [ ask'you to consider
the" position ?:Are  you  not - simply adopting a
policy of : drift, If you accept the pohcy of ‘the
resolutwn? BERRTE

TS true fin Apl‘ll 1936 time’ had not come’ for
lautiching on direct attion agémst federation; ' Has
not fitne come now in the year of’ grace 1939 7" If
ydu want to stop the imposition " of - federation, you
have:got to'tell the British'Government on the one
hand .and the" ‘people on “the ¢ otherithat we have
decided to'launchthis ‘attack 'within the prescribed
period; It is::then: and . only: then that you can
prepare the country for the commg fight.” It is only
then that you carf come to grips with British Impe-
tialism. - But if you go-on’ postponing the fight
from 1936 to'1937; froni 1937't6 1938, from 1938
10°1939, “from 1939 10 1940, “from’ 1910 to 1941,
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you will find in the year 1941 that your dream of
combating and wrecking federation, which you
dreamt in 1936 will have proved to be an idle dream,
that you have not done any work during these three
long years in order to prepare the people for the
coming struggle. Ycu will find that not that the
people have betrayed you, but, that you have
betrayed the people by your indecision.

Mr. A. M. Zaman next spoke on the resolution
in Hindustani,

H & omd oawe v § wEw e oom TR
W & [RWE A § AN IER ANy s @ R
W EA L) T A Y I W F qwA wwq g
Regera & wawar Mok e 1 WO 39 R § A g
frd & et ol aem ¥ | B mAwR W T g #
3t o & vah gi d sk gaf Sl A H e R
Fiifs ag T & 3 ot W =@ @ @l Aw qm O
B gwa O gawa ¢ oo avh 9ot e ge &
1 TR R BeTA F A R A% TF FAAH A FE TRY |

Mr. Bharadwaj— also followed in Hindustani,
TR amA § v@E R W omw X ER
WA AFI R GEl § T9 WH Weh g1 9w &
TRAE | WA TR H TR R F ST WA GE
Rt o1 9 319 S 9ETE TR AR § TER ARA 8 e
AW §70 AR IO 77 @ L | gEd A whg e g R
aw ¥ Federation #1 wrzd %t 2R & 7o @M & 3¢
o 78wk | A g i g T g9 A a S
@ ¥ oA @in ag7 o 3ved wed ¥ awtwa g fa

g afad @ @1 = Al woag Ry f
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} & goemd & R, Federation & R dn g®
R B | ol vw R g wa SR aE g
AR E-gi Fom dwA wRe, anBF e =R
393 fo o R 7t @ a7 & wtig § vww A, F0E 2
HW T G 'é Iq¥ g8 il & Wﬂ 3, sa¥
‘ \wgmr. it &, Sa¥ aER B &, gaEa § A E dn
gt—fer &, gaaam & i & 3@ ot § wRTd TR
Aamdt 81 Ultimatum 3% a1 9 3% & $13 s A wim)
TR A gH qeAlt § A g R g T g =R )

Pandit Jawaharlal Netru spoke in Hindustani
insupport of the resolution refuting the arge-
ments of §j aratchandra Bose.

' aﬁ tro ammm~

et e sﬁz mgm—aa T ge § A AW
Rren marar sk §3 @ = Subject Committee & § 9 Rean
1 R T gE A aﬁﬁ HIF TR A TR TF
et § R vt s A | 1 e AW £
3 Wi AT A TW RTH A FAR O FA FF
aft sa w o R g At A T W AT
W 35 & TF ai7 %24 % forg 707 § | Subject Commi-
ttee & 5@ resolution w ¥ga &t e 7d o, T3 AN @
A o e gansie awieg g R 99 FERA T @
aniy gd) ga%mwaramg%m%uzmmmﬁ
w7 & Unanimously pass g3 | 598 a3 33 &l o1
LU iﬁﬁmﬂ?ﬁnﬁiamﬁmaaéa&agﬁm
A AN TR §R 5N T TR A Qg | GR W TR
W 7 1 % 91§ 2 resolution  yawwd & F ¥
g T o A & s 35 ey & o 9 R
giﬁta fion ar |3 sk § @ Subject Committee i
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quam far ot alA a1 gul geraed o m ag e
&0 wmw § wE Wl

A A FOA T TR H 7w E—T 79w §
gwm ¥, T & 3t £ & @9 E—words, words &
words. R § IR [ W £ F ke e o §
@ 71 2~-words, words & words. 77 W 1 &¥F AR
gaE ¥ B9z 7 & Ro 37 9RE 31w § fasd R
wit o e # gr R o W E@ A wHa A
%A 56 7% oA & 0 § AN gy SR ww @ e\
7% § S7 @A 77T &1 2

g8t 3z @ % § Akd &1 Ultimatum 27 a1 s
T A WUF W FREET AR UM B 57 TCAMA 4 48
TIA AW E | AT GEE WOR AN qEAT FWE ZA
g1 g @3 9z & B oA @ o @ aan A
#1 At faw A S EA AL WA 5 W W
MO W wR el w9 A A 6 o & fF ag A
T A A A g | R & REN A% A, s @
@) g A g aed & N TR @A Tkt wi A
4 g g 3w A ael weA a3 ’

g aw & 5 e T A AT I o @
d 3z oM g o@anIN &l S Adi £ 1 Wg A1 WRw
AT & R @91 & MO £13 w| a| A ) 9w
5 @t % g omt e i 8, 9 Fafed o A E
A A I FEA A | W AR g Pl el
T, AR ZEAT &) A @ A faoan | e ER am
3, W s ¥} Aned £, Fow ot aEF § Ned ga @t
1 aef fifre A RE B | AW W gR wed Awd
F 3l & w2 & A At A A e AR
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. wiRw e AwA & ¥ | 06 awa ) A9 -3 et
O B AT § A gAY qET L A A} QA
Wt o I A 31 @ gt g N A #
Awd S & dRd TR | 5w 9 Rl 9 A 2
£ER 90 g W At & et § sihew TR aET A
T el gafry Ultimatum 33 & an e fivn 3w
3 & 70 TOR T ) wEd HAwH H T QR A A
B AT AW | vgw § g SO qwd @, A9
gOARA $1-7 e SN T TR T TR, T wA
9 TEAT AW AR AR F) e 3 AN | AR W vEa
§ ot qrd A gaRat & W o fm n d

3R AT A WA G TR YF & 35 w2
A 2 T A A aw A A D AW AR et waa
Al g 7z 9t 7 plew g a@t B f@w SR
SR gk 37 3 B g@ maa & ag a0 g A A
¥\ gafi W S0 36 wd 71 AT TEE W AR WK
T8 TR FE 1

Mr. Jaiprakash Narain replied to the debate in
Hindustani and made references to the attempts at
compromise resolution to ‘which Sj Bose was
a party, said he :— '

qf g aiil—go SAREIN 3 W & W]
Fed wE ot & § 35 & afba 29 O A of @GR
% e A el e g ¥ 35 A A A K g—
T TR I T AT T A AR | ;A A
w A9 FA A G R Q@ A gt gtammsu%%l
uagmg\%wamﬂwmﬁ? ﬁa’?%qﬂ d% @ A
o a9 T A gEw RO A g e AR A
W |
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97 981 &% @ B ¥ w3 @ o Plan of Action
Fa1 4 a1 3@ | g7 @ uF Q@ Plan of Action swr
ALY o Y FEEINE W 9% 81 9 3N W AW AW
waz-Indefendence st ar% T AWM @ wz aw 1 #if
& ql #1 @ o & 9 a% g AW A a1 a9
TAH 7 Nl I 5% qF FIT FF T8 G20 | TP T
AN FRl JARA 1R & 79 WA A 97 39 awT
Ultimatum 2} 217 #1 15+ & R qar & w1 @k
gh Bt W TR g R aw g T P
) g0 a1

e B Go TgeaE A W wA w7 2 B A @
A F @ A1 T F-SIET W0 B RN A0 @ W
g 4 galed & TR g A 01 figed @ § ww
1 & AT T A7 T A | A @) § 0 WAl
#1 S Ham gm ) 918 gAR qurend G & faa
R §1 G OWA @ gEER § G AN & weEn #W
Sl Fing & MR @90 | & g TE A IR g
%GR ¥ AN ew § 5w wad w ad B A
a1 90 @O S RN E | W ag W e ¢ B Regaw
7 aug &%, W aRd ¥, Fed W A G
=YR g1 @ WY & A%, T FHG B 99 3w qgd #
ToE g 3 WE a9 g RO 70 | 9g aeia Subject
Committee ¥ ¥ R g2t & six g oy § & s ft g
AT §0H S F TRT @ FH A0 |

Shri Sarat Bose gave an explanation that he
did not agree to the withdrawal of the ultimatum
clause and with the permission of the Chairman
Sj. Sarat- chandra Bose then made the following

speech explaining his position:



110
Si. Saratchandra Bose.

v Tt is true that [ discissed a plan of action run
ning into four pages with Mr. Jaiprakash Narain,
But this was, I am sorry he forgot 1o mention it,
subject to my incorporating that an ultimatom has
to be given. [repeated that yesterday and this
morning and at the Subjects Committee my friend,
Pt. Lakshmikanta Maitra at my request put forward
my idea regarding the ultimatum. As regads the
-plan of action which we had agreed upon, it is not
in the resolution. Ouly a fraciion of thet is in the
resolution, ‘

At this stage the resolution was put to the
house and declared carried.

Mr. Shri Prakash next moved the following
resolution on the Congress machinery and spoke in
support of it :

Shri Shri Prakash— 72 resolution st =M@ |
0 % 41 g g7 fen o E g aw i —
( Corruption resolution in English )

*“In as much as experience has shown that the
working of the congress machinery is often rendered
difficult by abuses in the matter of enrolment of
members, elections and otherwise, and it is urgently
necessary to remove all such defects, the Congress
authorises the All India Congress Committee to
take all steps. that may be necessary to attain - that
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end including changes in the Constitution, The All

India Congress Committee shall have authority to
give immediate efiect to such conslitutional changes”,

W A T~ T GO @ NGE WG 35 AT
o e f% 7% 57 3N T § gRRAT A AE §
fia s am @it o fndigrd aga 95 & § 9 gm et
7R 1 W RA & AT g qeR g faga wew §
ag BRa Tr mi T A AR T T g gn ae A
TR E L | O AR 9 A T G gAY 5w
R v 98 @ W9 E frad e e i aee s
TRt T T B A G & gy
¢ {7t a7 @ wwAt @ AL L Congress Committee &
gwa g st 3w A. L C, C. %1 sy wwmm 3 B o7 B
4% TEH 91 ¥ TEI G IR A &% | 1% AT @
T § THRIT TH B & oI I 1 JWT A1 SRR &N Y

T AR E A 159 § 39 3 gEe agdl g3 ana
£1 79 F aF Ea B AR O A W0 I g awdt
&1 Pem B gl d ST AR £ 6 9 @ I R
ST F1 W AT & F A (A T HER RE A G AT
SRR AR T AR

After Mr. Nekiram Sharma seconded the resolu-
tion Hindustani, it was adopted and the house
was adjourned till 8-30 a. m. on March 12, 1939 to
assemble in-the Subjects Committee Pandal.

S} ¥ A — TS 47 AR HAT F AT 340
{aéﬁ@m%ﬁam%ﬁi&a%vmﬂm%%a{m R
Atz A Fa gz @

[ g sena o waf & W g ]
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Seth Govind Das made the following anuounce-
ment : It has been decided to hold two sittings of
this session tomorrow, one would be held in the.
morning at 8-30'in the Subjects Committee pandal,
and the other here at 6 P, M. Because there is not’
sufficient space in the Subjects Committee Pandal,
only delegates will assemble in the morning session
and the press will be allowed,

The house thereafter dispersed at 1145 p. m.
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OPEN SESSION : 12-3-39.

The open session of the Congress met at 850
A. M. on March 12,1939 in the Subjects Committee
pandal with Moulana Abulkalam Azad in the chair.
Oaly delegates were assembled and were seated in
separate enclosures marked for different provincial
delegates. The representatives of the press were
also allowed.

Pt. Govindballav Pant moved the resolution on
Re-affirmation of Congress Policy which runs thus

“In view of various misunderstandings that
have arisen in the Congress and the country on
account of the controversies in connection with the
Presidential election and after, it is desirable that
the congress should clarify the position and” declare
its general policy. ”

“ This Congress declares its firm adherence to
the fundamental policies which have governed its
programme in the past years under the guidance
of Mahatma Gandhi and is definitely of opiuion that
there should be no break in these policies and that
they should continue to govern the congress pro-
grama.e ia future. This congress expresses its confi-
dence in the work of the Working Committee, which
functioned during the last year and regrets that any
aspersions should have Leen cast against any of
its members,
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« In view of the critical situation that may de-
velop during the coming year and in view of the
fact that Mahatma Gandh1 alone can lead the con-
gress and the country to victory during such crisis,
the congress regards it as imperative that its execu-
tive should command his implicit confidence and

-requests” the President to appoint the Working Co-
mmittee in accordance with the wishes of Gandhiji.”

Ja1fo W R @@ 01 78 Resolution = &
Subjects Committee & &% @ W@ &@r §1 Subjects
Committee ¥ g W 3 & &% s sg@ A g g |
7l St 35 ¥ o1 # oW # @ E A Subjects Co-
mmittée. § g 1R # 9 T § 49 0508 o fen d
Subjects Committee ar A. L. C. C. 33t delegate #w
§ag Ay A P d T s AR R
# wmem [ asrimztwwta T =it
% 6N H W AR R AL |

After the resolution was moved formally Mr
N. V. Gadgil seconded the resolution formally.

3t e fire-- ao aEe- wam da 3 gw A
qa § WAR T § W H e wa g

Mr. K. F. Nariman next moved : Mr. President
and Friends, | beg to move that in view of the
alarming state of health of the President the consi:
deration of this resolution be a“journed till the
President is in a fit condition -to attend ( cries of
‘Hear, Hear’ and ‘No, No’ ).

‘I am still confident that inspite of tLe shouts of
noes and ayes that while considering this resolution
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no political considerations, no party considerations
will come into play. [ appeal for this on the consi-
deration of humanity. The Congress organisation
is based on the principle of non-violence and truth
and it has functioned as such. 1 have known the
Congress organisation and the Congress leaders for
some years, and I know that even the worst political
opponent is treated with affection and consideratisn,
Iam only appealing to the sense of decency, to the
sense of propriety and to the sense of humanity ef
the house. 1 appeal to you to consider whether it
is fair and whether it is not due to your President,
whatever differences there may exist between him
and you, that he should at least get humanitarian
treatment, if not anything else. 1 have not heard
anywhere in any organisation a resolution in which
the President’s position is direetly involved on
which statements are made on the President’s actions
withcut opportunity being provided for the Presi-
dent to explain his position, I hvae not heard of such
a resolution being considered, debated and carried
in the absence of the President. | could understand
the urgency of discussing this resolution here and
now if the President had made an attempt to evade
and not to attend. But as you know inspite of the
adviece of his doctors he has come down all the
way from Calcutta risking his life, mainly to face
the situation, After coming here instead of very
strong medical advice he attended the Subjects
Committee with the resalt that we find himina
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very precarious condition. [ do not want to read
again the certificates of the doctors Nobody will
Jispute after the certificates that we read yesterday
of Dr. Gilder and others that the position is very
serious and grave. Inspite of his efforts it is phy-
swally 1mp0551ble for him to attend. I, thereforc,
ask you, would it be fair that a resolution of this
description should be considered under the
circumstances ?

Unfortunately at Wardha also the same situation
dgve'loped and resignations were submilted because
he could nst attend and explanations could not be
given. lask you most earnestly to consider what
is the urgency of the resolution. Now you have
practically passed the resolutions which will guide
your policy for the future and some of them have
been passed in the open session, [ ask you, is there
any real danger to the country or the Congress or is
the President going to adopt measures which is
going to prove detrimeatal to the Congress policy ?
The Congress has already passed resolutions, and
whatever his personal views he will abide by it
There is no ‘urgency, no immediate danger, and " [
quite appreciated yesterday that the mover of the
resolution as well as those who were behind him
frankly admitted that ,in view of the illoess the
resolution should not be discussed 1ill the President
was ill. If there was any meaning to their agreeing

to Mr. Aney’s motion,.. 1 appeal this resolution
should not be considered today at least for our per
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sonal consideration to a colleague. That attitude,
[do not understand, why that attitude should be
changed to-day ? Everybody deplores the unfortu.
nate demonstration made vesterday. That demons-
tration should not have been made yesterday. [ ask
you, is it fair because some members, over-enthu-
siastic members, behaved in a manner in which
they should not have behaved, is it fair that the
position of the President should be prejudiced,
becanse of the, action of the third party, in which
certainly the President had no hand? If he were
present, he would not allow such a thing, Yester-
day you were prepared to admit that it would be
unkind, that it would be not fair to consider this
resolution, Nothing has happened since except
that there was this ugly demonstration. s it fair
to punish the President for the acts of the third
party 7 L not only appeal to you in the name of
humanity, but [ ask you to consider the position of
the President— [ do not know what the strength of
voting ou one side or the other is— [ ask you to
consider what will be the public opinion outside,
what will be the opinion of the world outside, what
will they think of an organisation which treats its
President so shabbily. [ ask you to consider very
seriously if you want to consider the prestige and
dignity of the organisation. Are you going so low
as 1o be dragged into mud that you canuot wait for
the illness of the President and you must carry this
resolution which has no significauce after the passing
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of the programme of the next year 7 I earnesily
beg of you to consider that after all political differ-
ences will exist, political: oppunents will - exist.
Some opposition exists in every living organisation.
But we have never 'seen political opposmon being
carried to such-an extent, - o

“Tappeal to you, Sir, to exercise your right as
President. You have a right to postpone ils “consi-
dexation, [ do not want that this matter should be
evaded or shelved.” For the unfortunate situation
nobody is responsible. If anybody is responsiblé, it
is God, for this unfortunate and tragic illness. The
President is helpless in the matter, but I ask,ybu iy
the name of propriety, in the name of dignity and in
the name of humanity to consider ‘my application,
(cries of No, No' ) ’ v

Maulana Abulkalam Azad then addressed the
house in Hindustani,

aﬁmmm strarv-—-»ﬁmﬁwaiﬁmwﬁ
$ forew vz § & Resolution o wft 3¢ e 4 R
TR | <o R TN A T A e w0 S AR S
Saal S T YA T €N | |

Pt. Govindballav Pant: As directed by the
President I have just to state briefly what he ‘has
told the delega'es in Hindustani. He has admitted
the motion of Mr. Nariwan and he is going to' put
it to vote directly. He does not consider it nece:
ssary that any discussion should take place on it. -
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One member : Yesterday we gave our decision
on this particular issue.

Some members asked what was the view of Pt
Pant ahout Mr. Nariman’s motion.

Pt, Pant: I am decidedly against Mr. Nariman’s
motion, )

Mr, Nariman’s resolution was thereafter put to
the house and declared lost.

At this stage amendments to the resolution of
Pt, Pant were moved one after another.

Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar moved the follow-
ing amendment and spoke in Hindustani in support
of the amendment ;: Delete the words ‘and regrets
that any aspersion should have been cast against any
of its membkers’ in paragraph 2. In paragraph 3.
delete the following words ‘and in view of the fact
vereeeon Gandhiji’ and substitude the following words
in their place: “This Committee considers Mahatma
Gandhi’s guidance and cooperation as essential in
the future as it was in the past.”

aﬁmmm@f@g_..
T !
do gt 3 ¥ Relequa A3 @R @ fon B S
199 R omw s ez ag & @ Policy #w
a7 follow st 7 S wa s dm 81 g av &

AME @ Ay R AR ER S W W
AW AT ? AW g A IW afey #RE 3 T F
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T § vws gais § | e 10 # a8 a7 o 8 B A afy
FhA TR 9 TR GG 1 AT R B AR @ & |
i?{r & Amendment 2 G aspersion &t FH
ﬁﬁiﬁf fmam gEw Amendment 7wt R Ra e
Y® @ awA Awadl § agew ot @ Guidance
iy Co-0,eration 3% ® § 3t @ wg=y @ Guidance:
sitt Co-operation 3% ¥ & | % wifziiz #1 GG AAEa 7
§ & wgl % g8 a7 &1 awgE § & Mg election & 71
o gon 3 70 TR Y@ @ 3w g W &3 3y 4R
whaaTs afhg il Al wF | w Statement Pt T
St 7% Fa1 TN 5 QWG A1 F1 HGRT T AN GE &
fore oo 31 qud @1g SeR At aOF @ 48 oW
% 3 Public =1 ag wna & & Federation & ama
afty #hA B Ber a1aReiT 7 @ gaie President
aw Wing &1 013 g g ikt 1 g@d aig election
g N election @1 Aak 78 g1 & affw #AR & 7 A
T ¥f gy, g7 g 7 At g afiy w8a 3 R 9
Vote of No-coufidence i gan & gt g1 o
il affg w8 3 e W Y W it TR & S ER
affy 98 W o @ wﬁmé fraar wRR a1 AR
g g, 71 delagates 3 g ¥ st 38 00t @ s
I wa mma“lmté%&{f%%a\ﬁz‘f%aﬁgﬁﬁ 3
T & Fa® A F I § gafwe 7z Vole of Censure
I3 Ry aid fn 0 | degs aw A &t & ag
Vote of Censure e & Reans Al 2 a%i delegates
% fors 2 -

9,78 $€ 71 (@ & *WE resolution Fa g §
w foy war § om A B awr { v A wwr
co-operation A FR Af § 1 gh T AT R
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TR WA Al § | TN WEeAT @+ CF AW ;O (i
wEAT it T gIE A7 #0 co-operation N guidance
TRE | Woa N g resolution A1 37 F Wz W @
TR R GTE qwa S wEwA o el
resolution & party 7gi g1 @%a famd President % W
Vote of Censure B wa ;s A ad é1 § & =
TN f5 IAW AT FH ITH G IR A G

(s —d, )

At ¥ 9z #a@ o1 5 W W & A gw R W@
1 IAE W (@R, ITAAE AR G5 WL H A A
NIRTATE@E | 57 Go @I AN A FWAT
o1 5 g9 1 0 af @9rd @ R AT S o TRey &R
W oo gEe gEEe B o fraw aees ag 0 B g
fre g7 it § ST gE FAA WRC | W g @
fam 7z yedt & % ga st @t amd & gHE W | B
Ny BT NI | A AN A € 5 gR
FOA W gA B H § gn 9 M A U@ | w3 TF A
#t resolution affFEd & W TW 2 s R W ve-
4o 41 @ ¥ @ g Resolution  faams afig s+l # 75
e} A @ 2 |

¥ oge & @ w5 @ine § A, g 3 A
FHI R G g APl wF9 B 3 RW 9 W T
T F FEE R R W AR A D E A A
Fawl | ge TRa § 5 W ag resolution g8 T @@
A a @ A 4 A awaar few @ | R a
St e 28 qw AW E AN AR & {EA # WA
wa g zui ¥ a3 wT @ A gy wem
R 3 7R W, G B A9 W, 30 % g 77 g amend-
meats & H & Grad gn W Wyt CEE AL
[ (et a5 @ —
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Mr. R. D. Bharadwaj then moved the following
amendment: In paragraph 3 delete the following
words : “and requests the President to nominate the
Working Committee for the ensuing year in accor-
dance with the wishes of Gandhiji.”

(He spoke in Hindustani in support of his
resolution:: )
ot aggE— ¢

’ TR e e |

i 7 7g awelim Subjects Committeedt wmn ur i 72
T o (% 56 WER B WM v § 0 g, woaiien
TR BT | @GR E T § aRE wE A
99 8 T e T § B oA R W @ Ak wme W
Qf #1 930 «%A 7 aspersion, Tl FFW g AW H
FE AL | @A ¥ W@ wha W ¢ o
ReAE & 9 051 31 g A 0 BT A gan) qeRdl A
? cud W o 3 dea 2 gl §agt W W A
R E & fw @ @t B § I e R A
TR A | A AE B ST A0H @ @ HmA A
TRt B FAAR R @A a1 95 9 R R | IR T 9g
aspersion 3wy A R ni &) s it Subjects Commiteee
sitt Open Session & National Demand @t resolution
T g § SO T T | gW W ST @ O @ §
& g5 Foaw wre 3 Wigma d ww dR 3 ag o wd
a5 § AW AR 7 5 5 Tt A gig AW TR |

wafls A 3 W & T #, ogd g F1d f wow A
& & o afby TR W w0 § A
a5t a% Qe &€ 37 e £ B WW QW g9 9@ & ag
w5 (% i Wt afig wad R vt vt &1 o T 7 &
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799 §F | afEgEad W oAgE ot & implicit faith o
Confidence g wstt 81 e avil & @ o & &
wERAL St & [ A W Ay 38 F0w @ AW A A a@
wA | gafE W aspersion # w5 771 B Fiq & zq
WA  J1T gA QI 1 [ ARIN GO0 AR WW A g
F1E A1 g% 39 amendment F TR F T Ay £ |

Mr. K. F. Nariman : The amendment which I
beg to move is this : In the last paragraph in stead
of the words *in accordance with the wishes of
Gandhiji” in the last Jine insert the words “in con-
sultation with Gendhiji.”

The President has stated that speakers could get
only five or ten minutes time. [ do not think that
a resolution and subjzct of this description can be
discussed in five or ten minutes leaving many points
unsaid [ would ratber not make an speech and
leave many things untouched. [ would only move
the amendment. My amendment is before the house

aud lesve it for your consideration.

Mr. R. K. Sidhwa, who followed with a Hindu-
stani speech moved the following amendment : In
paragraph two add the following words in the end
“by any section of the public.”

st s, &, fagar -

A 7g resolution =Y & waw vat wA1 R IEE gE T
gAzdi 81 zoH w3 T % weva ot 7 gwian, @ g9
& HOA T QAW § IR I FOE § @M F Rl 98 A
s an 2| @A au st amendment # 37 Subjects
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Cominittee # adf rtat 1 1 e ug foandin T
T 59 T W W O F RN & 0 o R R
Working Commilttee %q’i i # R &1 g el
AT 1 g6 39 741 A AR | 5% A Fea am 3 aggE ot
1 TG SE AN gl § Fed o aw e @ o 6
aspersion frme foar 8 1 gwsl g il @ Gda =8 ¥

2 g a1y eloction ¥ st it gy @ A
- Rar o 6 91 Wigd gW & guean. g4 W @ ga
FATEAT] # AW A | WG 99 30 A T A0 gl oW @
F1§ A7 @ A 9 IR &1 Aeiere @A TR | mz{%
T d %y dmendment ii A F

%9 WiTH & T AR gw & R w & A
wmig [ndependence % swam %1 f @ § gakd § =9 &
9% FTEART FE F WY g FHLH H A |

Mr. P. V. Bhayankaracbary moved : Delete the
words in paragraph 2 “that any aspersion should
have been cast against any of its members.”

Comrades, We saw a practical demonstration
yesterday over the resolution that is before \the
house. . 1 am one of those who have come back after
spending the rich period of their lives on the sands
of the Andamans. [ just came here to tell you the
political situation. Before I tell you anything about
the political sitvation I would move my amendment
that the words that touch the President be deleted.
The position of the President has been made awk
ward. The President fought for election on one
issue, and that is opposition to federation. I there
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is any question which must be decided in this way
and the President stands for eleceion on such an
issue, there is no harm. The cabinet has not yet
been formed and any radical change of policy can.
not yet he foreseen, The main question before the
Congress is now unity. For courtesy’s sake and for
the sake of unity [ would request you to carry my
amendment,

Mr. Nuruddin Behari then moved the following
substitute resolution :  No change in the first para-
graph. The subsequent paragraphs to read as
follows :  “The Congress wants to make it clear
that the Congress is a democratic body and as such
all its proceedings must be conducted in accordance
with democratic principles. It also wants to remove
the misunderstanding that has arisen that the Con-
gress is a servile instrument in the hands of any one
individual or is likely to be so now. The Congress
therefore, also wauts to make clear that the Congress
policies will be governed only by the programme
which the majority of elected delegates may decide.”

The mover spoke in Hindustani as follows :

ot et et fagrd —
FAR T AR O |

9% &R Go G T W awdw oW & 2 oI #
amendment ¥ A1 TEA £ | 7@ TR B HR -}
e ¥ oRw R @ g afiy @R W oo
mahnmd ki g & @
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afhs 08 H graem & g wgren andt 2 i1 # gan

# 29 11 6T B TR SRR | G AT M R awag

3w iz aRA & Hait qugran &g 2 e andt @1 ey

ga anit & fg aga @l § & 3% AW R AW A qw

IqR A FAT T TG E I fg W J0 A} e
%t mﬁnw{mﬁ%~

T garrﬁ S w3 lmpenallsm BEraite s
aweeT 3 s ge Al § W W H A wawe § agw
TEAI | AN &1 %I FR 41 awg | 491 9 WAL
Z8 SEaTen & imperialism, WAl & wwEd @
et Regem & weartait 91 4 o @ 1§ ) e
frmrn =gan § & 6@ #1 7 vam AN AW W W)
fir G@ TAAHZ 31 IHAT gERS TR § H9g IR TIRRIET
S FRARET & WA IO A1 IE @ 7@ I B UL
I A AASTEE TG A TAG I dw Ay
dn f g oW T W 9w IW gl @ W &A@ A
e F1 AT A FHAA FC G| AE FH A T WA
m%uw%zamiﬁmmaﬁmwlmaﬁn

Moulana Abulkalam Azad announced at this stage
that Dr. Lohia, A. Patwardhan and Mr. Jaiprakash
Narain had withdrawn their amendments.

o QI g A aAr o FHRA e Mg TR
@AdA 7 AT T AN & §, awa g o Lo K
Maitra sl 3R Frfrdt &1 gerea B gm0 @@ @ B
1 Frad oedit g el 21 A0 S0 S e A0 R
§ A1 a1 #1 g 90 TR G RAE |

Next Pt. L K. Maltra moved the followmg

_amendments,



127

1 beg to move that in paragraph 2 of the
resolution the following words be deleted ; « and
regrets that any aspersion should have been cast
against any of its members.”

Friends, fortunately we have met today in a
amuch calmer atmosphere than that prevailed yester-
day. [ notice in the house unfortunately a feeling
of exasperation due perhaps to the unfortunate
demonstration that was in evidence yesterday, Much
as we deplore the unfortunate demonstration of
yesterday, I think, Friends, you will carry your mind
back to the very delicate condition that was pre-
vailing vesterday when the matler came up for
consideration, There was the alarming news that
the health of the President was in a ¥Ery precarious
state. Se alarming was the condition of the Presi-
dent, who was examined by Dr. Gilder and two other
eminent Medical Officers, so tense was the situation
that delegates began to feel— and I may tell you
for your informatien that it was not delegates from
Bengal alone but also from ether provinces and
visitors— that delegates began to feel that the
President might receive a rude shock if an adverse
vote was passed or discussion-of an ugly nature
was conducted on the resolution, and excitement
ran high. That was the feeling and there isno
getting out of it. But to-day we have metina
"much calmer atmosphere. ask you to consider
what is the effect of this resolution, What will be
the effect of it if you ultimately press this resolution
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to vote and carry it in toto without any single amend-
ment being accepted. Will that not amount to
letting down the President whom you elected by
yo{xr vote. You may say, as Pt. Govindballay Pant
said, that it is not a vote of censure. But the
clauses of the resolution 'go to show that you have
not. the same confidence as you had before, " The
case of the sponsors of the resolution is that certain
aspersions were cast by the President. But [ may
tell you that it was not, if it were a questiou of
aspersons or reflections, a one sided game. Was
not serious refiection cast on the President by the
other side 7. Let me tell . that in one of the tele-
grams that Sardar Vallabbhai Patel sent to §j. Sarat-
chandra Bose it was stated that the election of Sj,
. Subhaschandra. Bose would be injurious to the
interest of the country, - Pt, Pant tried to explain
it in this way that this telegram was communicated
“to an’ individual member -of the Working Com-
mittee, that it was not a public statement but it was
published or rather it was allowed to be published.
There the matter ended,
Look at the other side.. The President inspite
of the precarious state of his health attended the
meeting of the Subjects Committee, he allowed the
motion so that discussion on the subject might not
be stifled and gave a long rope to the house to
discuss it threadbare. The whole resolution was’
discussed on the footing of its being a sincere
motion, and there is no denying the fact that you
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are not showing the amount of confidence, that you
are not giving the amount of consideration that was
expected from you, The President ¢ame forward
with a statement on the floor of the house that he
never meant any aspersion. If the friends on the
other side took anythig from the President as an
aspersion, to clear that he stated : I never cast any
aspersion on any member of the Working Committee
neither did I doubted the bonafides of the Working
Committee members. That was a clear un-ambi-
guous and uﬁequivocal statement. Please do not be
led away by catch phrases and sentiments. Let us
ponder the situation calmly, In our day to day life
there is often misundersianding which is bound to
creep in human transaction and intercourse and in
business deals. But the matter drops when the
wrong-doer makes amends. In ordinary circums-
tances such a statement as was made by the Presi-
dent would be accepted and let by gones be by gones.
But what has happened in this particular situation
that when your President makes a statement, even as
gentlemen you cannot accept the statement, Itisa
convention of civilised life to accept such statements,
Why do you show this vindictiveness that you are not
prepared to trust your President and accept his
statement ? To-day every side of the house feel
that we have to plunge soon in our struggle for
freedom. At this juncture of the history of the
Congress, what will be the effect, if you pass this
resolution, coming as it does in the wake of the
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Presidential election, in a manner which) changes
the very constitution of the Congress, because you
lay down 1n it that the President has to nominate
the Working' Committee  in' accordance with -the
wishes of Gandhijl. ~Pray, do not drag the sacréd
name of Mahatma Gandhi in all that you do, As a
matter of fact -inspite of the Constitution the-
Working - Committee . is nominated in consultation
with Gandhiji, There is no’ proviéion for that in
the Constitution. Why do you then thrust that
change in the constitution ? * I was about to raise a
point of order that this. resolution could not be
moved in as much as it sought to change the cons-

- titution, [ still maintain the point of order that
the concluding paragraph of the resolution cannot
be discussed in this manner. *[i thrusts in some-
thing which militates against - the Coustitution. If
you so desire, there is nothing to prevent you in
making a provision in - the constitution that so long
as Mahatma Gandhi is alive he will be the sole
dictator of the destiny of the Country and the
Congress. As a matter of fact he has been acting as
such. Why do you not bind for all time to come
that - the Congress President 'will have to simply
register the wishes of Mahatmaji in constituting the
Working Committee. I submit for your consideration
that the session of the Congress is goingto be over
in a few hours, Let us start the new year’s Congress
“with mutual trust, [ would have appreciated if it
was mentioned in the-Tesolution that there was
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asperion cast on either side. Then it would have
been only fair and dignified, because then you would
regret aspersions cast from either side. But here
in the resolution what do we find ? It is only a one
sided affair.  You are not taking into consideration
all that has been said against the President,

I ask the house also to delete the last portion
in the last paragraph of the resolution which
requests the President to nominate the Working
Committee in accordance with the wishes of
Gandhiji. We are now on the threshold of a crisis.
Let us muster all our power and all our courage.
Let us be united.  There is a section in this house
which, if this resolution is carried, will go away
with the impression that after all for the first time
that the President was elected with suffrage was
turned down not by a direct voté of no-confidence
Lut by a back-door method. I am appealing to
you to consider whether you will be strengthening
the cause of solidarity in the Congress rank by
passing this resolution, ~whether you will be
achieving unity, which was the object of the mover
of the resolution, Will you be serving the cause
of mutual good-will and trust by passing this reso-
Jution or by accepting our amendments ?

I also appeal to you to carry the last of the
amendments I am moving and thereby remove the
obnoxions character of the resolution. Friends if
you accept all these amendments the object of the
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mover of the resolution as expreséed in his speech
will be achieved. Let us all try to find a common
hasis for unity, let us all muster under the common
banner of the Congress. ‘The amendment that
am now moving reads as follows ;-

In paragraph 3 in the second line after the word
‘year’ add “and for which we have to prepare the
country the Committee considers- that Mahatma
Gandhi’s guidance and co-operation are essential for
the Congress in future as in the past”, and delete the

rest,

v

Everybody realises thar the crisis islooming
ahead that the time bas come when we can no longer
sit mum, M that is so, it fleccssarily follows
that we must all take joint and united action, that
we must all be sidlceré in our purpose, The need
for rallying all the anti-Imperialist forces under
the common banner of the Congress is‘imperative.
Friénds, [ will not proceed further, but I do earnéstly
appeal to you to accept my amendments.

Moulana Abulkalam Azad ( Hindustani) : Gene-
ral discussion on the resclution as well as the
amendments moved will now follow.

Mr. Jaiprakash Narain at this stage (Hindustani)
made a statement explaining the position of the
Congress Socialist Party and their attitude towards
the-amendments and the resolution and declared
that they would remain neutral in the voting.
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78 AT @ A a gw gl d W gw A ¥ A9
qfifeafis 971 2o 8, wiaw 3 @ IR Y@ g § oWt ol
7 A 3 W A-AE AR & T &-rF oW 3
TRATE | TA @19 A N7 GO & g wd Socialist
party 3 gWIgAlE 41 733 9 Q@ g0 Al A 9w A7 Aw
#e) ft f5 g g7 Leltist st Rightist & &= agi &
wWE W A mage WA 2 agw 3 B Rew ot @
T WRA B | gW IO U gNR gEEAg A gEe ga
A fF g Al SR H P 9y §1 I9 9% gH 4%
Tz A oft B Ewmadwwmam) R dagEd
aFE sl g AA E 1 g i g A A % AR
W F2 3 WA 2 % g@ werd § Rewr @ v@w W A
21 qn Wt & ag W o B 98 @t Ont @ gwal §
oMty gaF R gr At 7 A W @ wW @ed A wh
g A A & M WAl @) gwe W) A A gake Fm
2 5 99 79 % TR WX IAA & 09 oA @ F7 (A
a1 gw it 31 gan WA g B gAd apel R e awen
i@ 5 e 3 wall 3 aga 30 W} | 3ad Federal
covt, % Ministry and &) o = IR aga ez B |
% 99 99 T4 4 R At 3@ g o & ag 0w o
frpert frad 72 Q1% @r% SAET 5 3T gAE afey wad
3wl & FaaT® $1 @A @R &1 I3 AEAT A 91 @A
A A amA A seH AT Qe A g 1 R B #
7O A & @i @ GAIHA G W e AW A F B g
F10 QRAIAT F &1 2 @A T8 ot gF I @), IR
Tt FH &1 AMEE A0 | 39 AR & g it A 0F ga
@1 {6 w0 9g 477§ T A FR AT AT QA 6T g
Wwaragwm i ga% arg Subjects Committee & agq A
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st 3@ =g At it Subjects Committee 3 arey g @
36a gRR g9 A7 @ Saw e @ 5 w9 qem e
@t 3 R ag g @ ' afes =99 % 3g R
AN A dm D aifes @ e W @ a7 zaf‘aq W
w@a # FAd wa wEd A4 shga za% FR A &
fier 0 € Sl 3 gl sl oy e A | A
e @ 0 gAY &9 S B Vole 4 g8 mas
o # 3 A Anw § F@t 3l neutral @1t | »

Mr. M. S. Aney = Ifeel very unfortunate that
there has been an occasion for discussion. of this
resolution and all efforts to postpene consideration
of this motion and avoid unpleasantness have unfor-
tunately*failed. - 1 do not blame anybody for  that,
but things have taken an unfortunate turn and we
find ourselves confroited with an unhappy situation
(some members :“Blame those who' were respons
sible for the demonstration yesterday ). I would
like to consider the resolution from the point of
view from which it has been drafted,

'

The main point for which it has been thought
necessary to move a proposmon like this is stated
in the preamble of the motion which states: In
view of various misunderstandings that have arisen
in the Congress and the country on account of the
controversies in connection with the Presidential
election and after, it is desirable that the Congress
should clarify the position,...., and s0 on. So the
purpose of this resolution is to clarify the position
with regard to certain misunderstandings which
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have arisen on account of the Presidential election.
Any question, therefo}e, which is not germane to
this purpose is, in my opinion, out of place and
does not deserve to be considered by the house at
all, aud I shall only look at this proposition from
this point of view whether all the things mentioned
in the resolution are germane to this purpose or not.
If they are not germane, they should not find a
place in the resolution. [feel the amendment of
my friend, Sardar Sardul Singh Caveeshar is cou-
ceived from this point of view. What are the points
of misunderstanding ? It was supposed that the
Presidential election meantdefeat of a certain policy.
If that was so, then any statement made to clatify
that position is reslly needed here. If an idea has
gained ground that the Presidential election of S,
Subbaschandra Bose was intended to be victory of
some other policy and not the policy which has
been hitherto followed, it is for us to say and main-
tain that the election did not mean that and this
Congress sticks to the policy so far followed. [f
after recording our vote on that point we find there
is something else stated in the resolution which is
not necessary to vindicate the position with regard
to certain policy, that would be superfluous on which
we need not record our vote at all. From that
poim‘of view we all find that it has been clearly
shown that we express our adherence to the funda-
mental policy of the Congress which governed its
programme in the past under the guidance of
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Mahatma Gandhi. We all say and we all maintain that
the Pres1dent1al election did not make it necessary
to have any change at all. By passing that we ex-

press our adherence to the old policy. 8o that mis-

understanding is cleared,

What is the second misunderstanding ? It is -
unfortunate that Mahatma Gandhi took this election
as his own defeat. We want the Congress to be
guided by him. We' all say that the Congress
policy hereafter as in the past should be - guided by .
Gandhiji. That is an indication that the executive
of the Congress will carry the Congress programme
with his direction. 1f this direction is not sufficient
for the head of the executive to seek his guidance
at the proper occasion, there will be time for us to
consider whether the Congress executive and the
Congress head are. carrying out the policy indi-
cated ‘in the resolution, When we state in the
amendments moved that hereafter as before the
policy of the Congress shall be guided by the advice
of Gandhiji that the help -and co-operation of
Gandhiji are essential, we say everything that is
needed to secure the allegiance of this body to
that great man, When it is stated that the help
and co-operation of Mahatmaji are essential for the
Congress, what more guarantee the Congress wants
of its head to secure the position of Gandhiji. -1 do
not think any more guarantee is needed. If any
morg guarantee is still wanted it revealsa kind of
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ddistrust in the head of the executive as regards the
carrying out of the policy of the resolution. Ifit
15 an expression of distrust in the head of the
Congress, then this resolution cannot be considered
as anything but a vote of censure on the President.
The Premier of Madras stated at the beginning of
his speech in the Subjects Committee in his inimit-
able way that if this resolution were a no-confidence
motion then certainly it would be withdrawn. But
[ maintzin that when after clear direction has heen
wiven in so many words as to the policy which
would guide the Congress something more is wanted
to guide the President as to how the Working Com-
miltee should be constituted, it can be justified only
on one ground and that is this: [n spite of direc-
tion being givea you feel differeut that the President
may not do what you waut him to de in the forma-
tion of the Working Commiitee. It amounts to dis-
trust, and expression of distrust or mistrust in
the President is nothing but saying that you
have no faith that you have no trustin him. If
that is so, a direct vote of no-confidence ought to
have been moved. The stand that Sj. Rajagopal-
achariar took was that if it was a no-confidence
motion it deserved to be withdrawn.

The second thing is this. We find that there is
a clear provision in the Congress constitation which
gives power to the President to nominate the mem-
bers of the Working Committee. If you single out
- particalar President of a particular year and say
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that that power is to be. exercised only after he
submits to your procedure, although the Congress
constitution has expressly provided in that pari-
cular matter that it is a discretion that vests in the
President, then it would be creating a cabinet that
is not contemplated by the Congress constitution.
[t may be that the President himself in his own
interest would nominate a cabinet for working with E
him that will enjoy the confidence of Gandhiji. You
do not merely leave the matter at this point that the
President must have a cabinet that enjoys - the confi-
dence of Gandhiji.  The - President is supp'osed o
have the power of choosing his colleagues. But
you enjoin upon him that he must go to Gandhiji,
ascertain from him the names of the Working Com-
mittee members and then nominate the Working
- Committee ‘so that the cabinet might be said to
enjoy the confidence of Gandhiji. The Congress
constitution does "not ' contemplate this position at
all— Whatever the position of the Congress Presi-
dent as conceived by Sardar Patel, the Congress
constitution does not conterhplate the President to
be a mere figurehead. The constitution contem-
plates the President to Le a man who would be a
source of dynamic energy and inspiration to the
Congress and its workers, " The resolution which
seeks to tmpose conditions as to how the Working
Committee should be nominated reduces' the Presi-
dent to the position of a mere figured, aund not
source of inspiration and guidance which the ‘cons-
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titution wants. Therefore this part of the resolu-
tion in the third paragraph is neither dignified from
the point of view of the President nor from the
point of view of the constitution.

There is one other thing, namely the question of
aspersion. I am one of those who have stood and
fought shoulder to shoulder with those who are on
the Working Committee in the fight for the country’s
freedom. Any aspersion on them I will refute.
There is no aspersion made upon the Working
Committce. There is the statement of the President
himself. He has made that statement in the house
and outside that he made no aspersion on the
members of the Working Committee nor questioned
their bonafides, Therefore 1 do not see the pro-
priety of that portion of the resolution referring to
aspersion remaining there at all. It is unfortunate
that any aspersion should have been made against
any Congress leader. Sj. Rajagopalachariar read out
some extracts from the statemert by Sj Subhas-
chandra Bose, [ have carefully read that particular
portion wherein reference is made to Congress
leaders. Let me tell the members of the Working
Committee that there are Congress leaders outside
the Working Committee. Therefore the reference to -
Congress leaders need not be construed as  having
reference to members of the Working Committee, If
you now do not accept the statement of the President
that he did not make any aspersion on the members
of the Working Committee, it amounts todisbelieving
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him, Here is the statement of your President, whom
you have elected. Now the Auestion is whether youn
are prepared to believe "him or not. I appeal to you
to realise that you would be stultifying your position
if you pass this: resolution. I, therefore -support
the amendments fcr deletion of the aspersion clause
and the clause relating-to the procedtlre of nomi-~
néting-th’e Working Commitee, Toppose the reso-
lution in its present form.

§j. Bankim Myukherjee spoke in  Hindusthani
opposing the resolution. :

#. afym gElt—4 @ saRal o8 gew ad
anwal 1% g9 & Rl d aftg. =08 3 dieuw &
a6 & 1 @A s o1 ¥ owd a8 @ dl Q aq g
% Presidential election & st s 3 policy and
pr‘ovramme & 2 64—@ 1 N, A AN
8 s g B ) a‘{ﬁ Wagd B @ wwad
%ﬁ( m« % Fundamental pohcy & Prooramme q#g
al_gﬁ Sl Hﬂﬁ:tiﬂi Crisis & @t am% #i s
s

T (aspersion) TEt WA F. A H gAF a1, % 43
o W P e Iy e @ Hal 3 Raw o W
A&t @A A TR U9 $3 VF @G R Fogw 9 7
e | AR e WA 1 OE Fea § Aag A
Yoo gs W Rm AW 3| B 7 sqn & 7@
i qafE AR 2 qohi i 9t sEE vw s kg
A v wg 2 39 A v, et A W et mw w
frare & s R @R w1 gw 81 ag s Civil right
31 s o qAwA § %33 a3 & = Federation 3
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Mr. Nibarendu Dutt Majumdar thereafter made
the following speech opposing the resolution and
supporting the amendients moved :

Comrades, the resolution has afterall come up be-
fore the open house for your verdict. We looked for-
ward till the last moment hoping that in response to
the ardent appeals made, that since the President is
unable 1o be in our midst and reply to the points that
concern hiw, it would be taken up at some future
date, it would not be pressed to-day. But now that this
resolution has come up before us, you will sit here
in judgement and give your final verdict on the
whole affair, after which it will not be re-opened
again.

To-day we find that the chief grievance is about
the question of aspersion. There is lack of mutual
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confidence. Undoubtedly. the Working Committee
and . the Congress - cannot function  with mutual
suspicion against each other among ils members.
How did this state of affairs come about? On the
eve of the Presidential election certain statements
were issued from both sides. - ‘The members of the
A1 C. C-.were not taken into confidence as to
what was happening. In order to make things clear
it is necessary to recall a few links-in the chain
of ‘events, St o
At Bardoli it was discussed as to who should be
selected for the Presidentship, - One significant fact
_comes out that the discussion at Bardoli did not
take place among all the members of the Working
Committee. We would have liked the discussions
to take place among all the members of the Working
Committee. We would have liked the election of
the President to be unanimous and uncontested, But .
unfortunately - the Bardoli discussions took place
only among 4 particular group of members of the
Working Committee in the presence of Mahatma
Gandhi, but without the knowledge of the President,
behind his back and without taking the President
into confidence. Qbviously there was lack of confi-
dence among those members in the President. Obvi-
ously in that meeting some members of the Working
Committee were acting together, they were acting
in the form of a group taking a certaln decision,
Was it not a kind of caucus ? If there was justifi-
cation for their not taking the President into confi-
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dence, if as it was obvious, they could not discuss
the matter along with the President, then it was due
that they should have brought straight issues hefore
the A. L. C. C, instead of bringing forward their
injured vanities or questions of aspersion. [ feel
that the procedure they have chosen to adopt is
destructive of the solidarity and cohesion of the
Congress.  This procedure is harmful to our cause,
We are on the eve of a great struggle. Those, with
whom we shall have 1o stand shoulder to shoulder
in that struggle even unto death, we must trust. Af
this want of mutval confidence, such state of affair
is allowed to exist in the highest counsels of the
Congress, and if it'is allowed to come in a form
that the whole time of the Congress is monopolised
by mutual recriminations, then certainly it becomes
the worst spectacle. 1t is for us to consider all
these points carefully.

May I ask the respected leaders snd members
of the Working Commitiee why is it that they could
not take us in to confidence and explain what was
the basis of suspicion and distrust at Bardoli ? Was
it that they had doubt in the President’s political
integrity ? Was it that a man who has so much
sacrifice behind him, a man who has all along lived
like an ascetic, a man who has served the cause of
the country like -a valiant fighter, a man who has
been imprisoned so many times, a man who has
been the victim of the worst repression, was unwo -
thy of their trust ?  Was it that they doubted the
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integrity of the man and that he could not coms
mand their confidence ? Was there any suspicion

as regards the political programme he would follow

or was it thought that the political line he would
chalk out would not be . in'the national interest % If
that was so, certainly it was meet and proper that you
made it public earlier so that we would not have

elected him President, rather than after electing him.

give verdict without evidence and condemn him, I
respectfully ask what was the basis of your suspicion ?
Why did you fail to take into confideace a man, who
held the Presidential chair and why no charges wers
brought against him ? That explanation has not
couie, On the contrary we were {aced at the A, [ C. C.
with a crisis, which we regret 10-day. Instead of a
straightforward course we find a backdoor method
employed and a spirit of vindictiveness running all
through the proceedings to briny the President into
disgrace. * The noble mover of the . resolution” has

assured us that. the. resolution is meant to €Xpress -

our confidence in Mahatma Gandhi® and to- invest
full powers in bim to nominate the members of the
the Working Committee. [s it fair that aftcr'elecling
the President you suspect him in advarice of incom:
petence, that'you cannet rely on him for nominating
the Working Committee ? Even an incbmpetent
person has to be adjudged so before he is removed.
Iknow the estates of .incdmpelent ‘landlords . are
handed over to the Court of Wards, But before
that is done their incompeience has to be proved,
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You entrust the President with the highest function
of the country and yet you judge him as incompetent
aud condemn him to the court of wards, Does he
aot have the saue regard for Gindhiji as you
have 7 Why then judge him in advance and pass
your verdict on him as an incompetent man ? This
Is certainly not the way to treat your President.
The more straight course for us would be to rescind
our decision on the election of the President We
might have another election. Iappeal to you,
whatever may be our feeling of respect and reve-
rence for Mahatma Gandhi— let us remember we
shall not have him eternally in our midst— let not
our respect for Mahatmaji destroy the Congress,
let us not make the Congress an incompetent body,
let us try to make it stand on its own legs. Mahatmaji
has been our guide and philospher, let him give
his guidance to the nation so long as Providence
spares him, but let the Congress stand on its own
legs, let the Congress respect its elected President.
Let us trust that the President in consultation with
Gandhiji will set up a Working Committee which
will command the confidence of the country and
carry the fight towards freedom and the achievement
of independence. Thatis the way to make the
Congress stand on its own legs. Let us not adopt
this cruel course, this unprecedented course of
electing the President and of judging him incompe-
tent in advance. Give Gandhiji all the respect that
is his due, respect him as a fellow man, asa
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comrade and a leader, but do not deify him. The
age of deification is a thing of the past. To respect
him you need not raise him to the status of a god
and place him over the organisation. Follow him

if you like, but follow him with your eyes open.

We want to make of the Congress an army of con-

cious fighters in the mighty battle of our national

emancipation, Place the organisation above every--
body, however high he may be.

I appeal to you again to postpone this resolution
and not to put it to vote, -If we have to fight
Imperialism, let us not put Mahatma Gandhi to
vote. Itis not a question of Mahatmaji versus
‘Subhas Bose, the question before the country is the
question of Congress and democracy versus the
negation of Congress and destruction of democracy.
I urge upon. you, all Communists, Socialists and
the Nationalist Left, to cast your vote in favour of
the amendments and if these are defeated to vote
against the resolution, ' l

Pandit G. B. Pant replying to the debate in
Hindustani made referencc to Hitler and Mussolini
when Mr. Yusuf Meherally said : As a socialist I
protest against the names of Hitler and Mussolini
being mentioned in this way in this resolution.

Speaking in English Pt. Pant said :

Gentlemen, [ just want to make a few remarks
in English. It is distasteful to have to deal with
this resolution in the absence of Rastrapathi Bose,
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Lut the responsibility of that does not lie onus It
has been forced on us, specially by those who
accuse us of wasting the time of the house, Théy
seem to have forgotten how the thing started and
who is answerable for it. However, that is a minor
matter.

This resolution has been moved not with a_ view
to express our want of confidence in Sj. Subhas-
chandra Bose. We would not adopt any such
indirect and iusidious method for that. It has been
sponsored with a view to linking together the various
forces in the Congress, as we believe itis only
through united endeavour, through complete har-
mony that we can achieve the object which we have
placed before the couutry. But how is that to be
done ? As you know immediately after the announce-
ment of the result of the election Gandhiji issued
a statement in which he definitely and unequivocally
declared that he regarded it as his own defeat, that
he regarded it as an indication that the members of
the Congress wanted a reversal of the policy that
had been followed in the past and that it indicated
that they no longer wanted to stand by his principles
and that they were not anxious to have his guidance.
That, I believe, was not at all the intention of the
delegates who cast their vote in favour of Sj.) Bose.
[ am certain most of them had no such intention.
Now if we want to secure the leadership of Gandhiji,
it is essential that the position should be clarified,
and the misapprehension that has been caused
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should be removed and for that we have to declare
our abiding faith in Gandhiji in unequivocal terms, -
Nothing short of that would be adequate for the
needs of ‘the moment. Ithas been accepted by
almost all that Mahatma Gandhi has our confidence
and ‘that we can conduct our struggle under his
guidance, So there is no real difference of dpinion
on that maiter.’ But that has to be explainéd and -
Gandhiji has to be fully assured that this is the case.
It has been suggested that we have implicit faith in
him ‘and 'yet we may drop the last few lines from
the resolution which requests the President to
appoint the members of the Working Committee
in-accordance with the advice of Mahatmaji— Well,
if you omit these words, what you will really
establish thereby is the hollowness of the first
part ‘of “the resolution. It will mean that while in
vague terms ‘we have faith in Gandhiji, when the
matter is put to the test, we are not even prepared
to'rely ‘on him in’ this respect that he should be
given power ‘to advise thePresident as to who
should be members of the Working Committee. So
it is but the corollary of the first part of the resolu-
tion, and [ think yow will agree that if you take
it away, you make the resolution” futile and mean-
ingless, I need not say anything more,

" There has been a suggestion that the clause
relating to the expression’ of regret for aspersion
being cast should be deleted, while it is admitted
that aspersions have been cast. - It is admitted that
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statements have been made by the public in a
manner which could give rise to such apprehension.
If you want the guidance of the members of the
Working Committee, you have to remove all such
misapprehension, so that they may be able to do
their work. This clause has not been put in a
vindictive spirit, but only to secure their service,
with a view to enable them to give their best to us.
So it i3 with a view to ensure necessary conditiors
for harmonious co-operation that this part of the
resolution has been framed. [ assure you, by adopt-
ing this resolution you will be strengthening the
Congress organisation, you will retain the lead of
the Congress, you will bring back Gandhiji to the
fold of the Congress, and God willing, bring the
day of Purna Swaraj very near.

The amendments of Sardar Sardul Singh Cavee-
shar, Mr. Bharadwaj, Mr, K. F. Nariman, Mr
Bhayankar Chari, Mr. Nuruddin Behari, and Pt
L. K. Maitra were put to vote and declared lost.
Mr, R. K. Sidhwa had withdrawn his amendment.

The resolution of Pt. Pant was carried,

The session was thereafter adjourned till 6 P, M.

The Congress re-assembled at 6-30 P. M, on
March 12, 1939 in the open session Pandal with
Moulana Abulkalam Azad in the Chair,

The Chairman announced (in Hindustani):

The President’s health was still bad and in the
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morning his temperature was 103 degrees and from
yesterday he had been feeling extremely weak.
To-day also he could not therefore attend the session
and had requested Moulana Azad to preside.

Next the two following resolutions on Palestine
and Baluchistan were moved from the chair and
carried unanimously, N

PALESTINE.

The Congress has previously declared its full
sympathy with the Arabs in Palestine in their
struggle for national freedom and their fight against
British Imperialism and has condemned the policy
of the mandatory power in Palestine. Subsequent
events have disclosed the continuance of a reign
of terror maintained by the British army and police
in the name of law and order. The courage,
determination and sacrifices made by the Arabs in
the struggle have evoked the admiration of the
people of India who desire to coavey to them again
their greetings and good wishes for the complete
success in the attainment of their objective,

While sympathising with the plight of the Jews
in Europe and elswhere, the Congress deplores that
in Palestine the Jews have relied on British armed
forces to advance thier special privileges and thus
aligned themselves on the side of* British lmpe-
rialism. The Congress trusts that the Arabs and
Jews will endeavour to.find a basis for direct co-
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operation with a view to establishing an independent
democratic state in Palestine with adequate protec-
tion of Jewish rights,

BALUCHISTAN.

In view of the fact that British Baluchistan is
still being governed in the old irresponsible and
bureaucratic manner the Congress demands that
democratic and responsible form of government
be introduced in the province without any delay
and it be granted the same constitutional status as
other provinces of India.

Next Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru moved the follow-
ing resolution on Foreign Policy :—

“The Congress records its entire disapproval of
British Foreign policy culminating in the Munich
Pact, the Anglo-Italian Agfeement and the recogni-
tion of rebel Spain. This policy has been one of
deliberate betrayal of democracy, repeated breach
of pledges, the ending of the system of collective
securily and co-operation with Governments which
are avowed enemies of democracy and freedom. As
a result of this policy, the world is being reduced
toa state of international anarchy where brutal
violence triumphs and flourishes unchecked and
decides the fate of nations, and in the name of
peace stupenduous preparations are being made for
the most terrible of wars, International morality
has sunk so low in Central and South-Western
Europe that the world has witnessed with horror
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the orgamsed terronsm of the Nazi Government
against people of the Jewish race and the coutinuous
Bombing from the air by rebel forces of cities and
civilion inhabitants and helpless refugees.

The Congress dissociates itself entirely from
British foreign policy which has consistantly aided
the Fascist powers and helped in the destruction of
democratic countries,” The Congress is opposed to
Imperialism and Fascism alike and is convinced
that world peace a‘f\d'progress require the ending of
both these. In the -opinion of the Congress, it is
urgently necessary for. India to direct her own
foreign policy as an independent nation, thereby
keeping aloof from both Imperialism and Fascism, '
and pursuing her path of peace and freedom.

In moving the above resolution Pandit Nehru
‘observed ; British Foreign policy has a significance
tous. Whether we like it or not, we have to take
fnterest init and it forces our attention merely
because we cannot escape its effects.

During the last few months in Europe we have

_ seen tremendous‘chan-ges Few of us realise how
tremendous those changes are, because we have
yet to consider them in terms of their effects

on us and international relations. What are we
seeing to-day ?  These great changes are being
broulrht about not by violence but by threats of
violence, You sce that the map of Europe has
changed fast without any major war. You see other
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changes, vital changes are taking place in Europe
and in the far East with the accompaniment of war.
These changes have taken place not to ensure
liberties, in which case they would have been worth
while, but as a matter of fact instead of ensuring
liberties they are preparing the ground for burying
liberties and democracies.

The main point of the resolution is what has
British foreign policy got to do withus? We have
to consider British foreign policy not in an academic
way, but we have to take interest in it, because in
the eyes of the world British foreign policy is
supposed to represent [ndian foreign policy, because
to our misfortune we are still part of the British
Empire and British -Government represents what
should be our foreign policy, and because it mis-
represents us. We have no voice in what we ought
to have our say and British foreign policy affects
us, Therefore we have to declare where we can-
not accept or acquiesce in it that we are no party
to it, so that British Government might not get
encouragement by our silence in whatever policy
they adopt. Therefore, not merely because we have
te raise our voice, but in our own interest we have
to know where we are and in order to formulate
our own foreign policy and to declare it to the
world it is necessary that we should consider this
problem.

Some of you may think, why bother about this
matter. What business is it yours to consider what
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Germany or ltaly ‘does or with whom Japan may
pick up- quarrel. That may be right or that may
be wrong, Well, you may think so, But we have
to look after our own interest and not in a quixotic
way indulge in taking sides merely with the belief
that our fight is being fought elsewhere. That, [
submit to you, is a dangerous and worng line of .
thought. 1t is obvious that when we consider any
policy, domestic or foreign, - chief and final consi-
deration for us is the good of India and Indian
people. Today what is happening in the world
obviously affects India. It may not immediately
affect India, but any pérson who has tried to follow
what has been happening will realise that these
tremendous changes did affect India. Before our
eyes the map of the world has changed. It is hardly
possible for .you to keep abreast of the immense
changes from day to day, and these changes have
taken place during the last few months without
any major wars, although as between China and
Japan there has been tremendous war. 'Because
there has been no war in Europe we imagine that
. these changes are not big. But these changes are
vital and they affect Britain, they affectall the
progressive forces in the world. If you consider
all these vital matters how can you say : let us keep
neutral, let us not take sides. How feel in this
matter is that we must take sides not in the sense of
sending armies, because that is not our: policy, but
if we are to think in terms of a greater India, India
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which will play her full part in the happenings of
the world, India which has a mission to fulfil for
herself and for the rest of the world, the mission
of establishment of peace, the mission of securing
freedom and democracy, we cannot remain silent
when these barbarities are taking place, when such
atrocities are going on. The main thing is if we
are to fight for freedom, we have to fight any force
which is going to impede us in that fight or obstruct
us or delay our freedom. If we keep silent such
forces become stronger. That is our immediate
interest. [ submit what is happening in the world
today is giving encouragement to forces that are
evil, forces that are based on the most inhuman
kind of violence,

Now are we to remain silent spectators when
forces are at work which cannot tolerate democracy ?
Suppose these fascist nations become dominant in
the world, would it be a good thing for you and
me ? Do not imagine that if they are dominant in
the world we shall escape the burden of their domi-
nance. [Now what is the alternative 7 The alter-
native is surely not this that we should continue to
live under British Imperialism, Why are we against
Fascism ? What is fascism ? It is not a new thing
so far as you and I are concerned. It may be a
new thing for the world and for Europe, but is not
a new thing for you and me, and for all the various
countries which have suffered under Imperialist
domination, We know it because this isa type of
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‘meiiélishi,,» of course in-a different way and ‘of
course With a' different ‘phags, but T o say that it
is fundamentally the:same. ~So far as We are
concerned there is o difference between this new
fascism and the imperialism of old 'days - that " still
continues. It is because of our ‘absolute opposition
to that imperialism-that we have to oppose and
resist this idea of fascisi, It is (he same thing.
We must have ‘some fundamental :poliey in our
ijo‘lific"é “Do'viot for 'a moment Iiagine that by
keepmg our’ eyes ‘shiut to what §s "happening outside
we can proceed as’a great nation. Thfs'is not ‘how
“great nations hye or'progress. In Tndia you ‘and 1
are working for our own freedom,’but we ‘think inot
of a free India alone, but we envisage "2 free -and
great India that will work for the freedom ‘of the
world, and for thepeace of the world. Therefore,
we hdve to interest ourselves in these arid, therefore,
“we have to dissociate ourselves absolutely from all
. the evil . domgs of British Government. “Speaking
.. for myself, | hate the foreign pohcy of the: British
..Government and I emphatically declare today that
L cannot stand it, and I hope you will daclare that
Indla cannot associate itself. with it. - When 1 think
of British forexgn policy, my “blood boils. It is not
. a mere academic thing to me, and so many odd
things. come up for consideration when I think of it,
S0 many p1ctures come up before my mind, and I
‘¢an never forget the picture of the “Czecholovakian
-people, brave people, whom'I'saw in the terrible
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but strange situation sweltering for fight for free-
dom; and yet they did not fight, they surrendered
without fight, not because they were afraid of the
German armies, not because they were afraid of
the military and air might of Germany— great as
it was they would have fought it— but surren
dered to them, They surrendered when they
found that the friends on whom they had relied,
friends who had made treaties with them, those
friends went to their enemies and stabbed them in
the back. [ think if you read history—and history
is not a pleasant subject, it is full of vile deeds—you
will see it will be difficult to find anything that is
more vile than the way the British Government and
the French Government betrayed Czechoslovakia last
summer. | have that picture of Czechoslovakia in
my mind. I was in Geneva right through the crisis.
[ was in that place, the seat of the League of Nations,
which today looks like a small tombstone of peace
and freedom. [ was in Paris when mobilisation
was ordered in Paris, I wasin Losdon when Mr.
Chamberlain announced in the House of Commons
that he had received a telegram from Mussolini for
holding the conference of Munich. [ was in London
right through the crisis. [ will not forget, I will
never forget the treachery of the British Government
and the French Government, who have butchered
that little democratic couatry in the heart of Europe.
History will not forget it and [ am quite sure
England and France will not escape the consequences
of that treachery.
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- Pictures also come before my mind of Spain,
and ‘Barcelona specially, that beautiful cily full of
brave men and* women suffering enormously, full
of hungry men not getting food, mostly full of
refugees, and full of bright but hungry linle
children, being bombed daily and nightly. I saw
at least ten or twelve air raids from above. It was
a horrid sight. Do you think I can forget these
sights of hungry men and women and sights of
burning houses ?  And yet the pictures that remain
in my mind are those of enormous currage of the
Spanish people, who have put up with daily bombing,
who have put up a strong resistance and carried on
through two and a half miraculous years against
6verwhelming odds. = This is something which
history will not forget, which will inspire gene-
rations for long time to come. If the Spanish
Government fuiled, it failed not so much because
of the arms that came from Italy or aeroplanes
supplied by Germany, tremendous as that help was,
but it failed because of those so-called democratic
powers of Western Europe who throttled Spanish
democracy, and who are aiding repeatedly the forces
that are obstructing democracy, Well, they have
succeeded. They have murdered Spanish demo-
cracy.  They want more murders of democracy to-
their credit. ~But you and I, who think high, who
" dream of a glorious India, who bave a high mission,
" cannot see all these humiliating destructions of
democracies, and we cannot be silent spectators.
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Apart from that, from the point of view of our own
good, the attainment of our freedom, we cannot
remain silent, We must strongly dissociate our-
selves from the policy of British Government. We
cannot tolerate their associating India with this
policy, we cannot tolerate the world being told that
India is a party with the British Government to the
murder of democracy. Therefore, I hope you not
only accept this resolution, but realise the signi-
ficance and feel that we must also have a definite
foreign policy, so that you may not say : Let us not
care for the world, let us care only about our
domestic problem. We want no enemies, but can
we tolerate our friends being butchered ? That is
not the way that decent and noble nations behave.
Therefore we cannot afford to ignore what is
happening in the rest of the world. We must line
up with those democracy-loving countries who stand
for freedom and give opposition to the forces of
fascism that are opposd to freedom. India is on
the threshold of freedom and she is bound to. play
an important role in the world’s history. She
cannot, therefore, remain indifferent.

It is true that we cannot take any active part
when we talk of opposition or support, still our
voice counts in the world, because people think
that India is on the verge of freedom and inde-
pendence and her immense strength, her poten-
tialities, her power, her resources, her men power,
all these have a great value in the eyes of the world.
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She has to play an important part, and the world
is eager to know what relations India will maintain.
with other countries when she is free. Becanse of that
we have to declare what our foreign policy would
be. Although we cannot do much just at present,
nonetheless ‘we have sent some food to Spain and
despatcheﬁ a medical mission to China, Of course, -
‘these will not be of any great help ‘to ~Spain or
china, except that a few hungry mouths would be
fed or a little relief given to a few suffering people.
But we sent them, because by sending them we
make a gesture, which the world understands
Because we cannot dlrectly control our foreign
pollcy, we have to show to the world what oar
foreign policy is going to “be by this gesture. If
we were an independent country we would  have
our ambassadors and ministers lo maintain our
relations ‘with other countries, ‘We would send
thein, because not only our dignity but our economic
“and political and other interests would require such
contacts with other countries. Itis no good your
saying that we cannot afford to send a mission to
China or Spain. These are our only -ambassadors
and ministers. That is the way to declare where we
stand, The world ‘realises by thisthat ‘we -are
~developing our foreign policy and by thus dissociat-
ing ourselves from the British foreign policy we . go
up in the eyes of the world, ‘

§;. ‘Bhulabbai Desai in supporting the: resolution
said : If it were not for the fact that this gives me
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an occasion to address this magnificent gathering
and for the fact that I am taking some partsin the
proceedings of the Congress this year, I should
have probably contented myself with formally
seconding this resolution. But there are one or two
aspects of this matter, which are probably nearer
home, to which [ want to draw your attention.

[ wish to tell you and remind you again that we
the people of India are one-fifth of the human race
and we are an important race. Not merely because
we are important race, but in order to ensure our
political value, it is up to us to consider our future
policy in reference to the changed conditions of the
world to-day. [ agree that the most engrossing
problem for [udia is how to attain her freedom.
But it would be very shortsighted indeed if we
did not koow what to do when we attain political
freedom, [t is, therefore, quite essential to consider
what should be our foreign policy. " In fact it would
be imprudent to ignore this issue on the ground
that we have got much at home deserving our
attention,

[ associate myself with all that is contained in
the resolution and dissociate myself from the present
foreign policy of England, particularly because it
is based, as was pointed out in the Central Legis-
lature when the Czechoslovakian issue was being
considered by the world, on the betrayal of the
very state whom she was instrumental in creating,
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The policy that Eugland is pursuing is really the
policy of old men and old women., Having got
everything that she desired, having nothing more
to acquire, nothing to gain now, her policy is : So
long as the rest of the world allows us to be undis-
turbed, we shall not do anything—we shall sacrifice
our honour, we shall sacrifice - our self-respect, -and -
pay every price to preserve our Empire and economic
interests, [t is that which dictated the policy
underlying " the Mumch agreement So long as
Germany has no eyea on any part of the British
Emplre, they are qulte willing to concede every
thing, provided their own Empue is in tact.

But there is one other issuie. We are face to
face today with the foreign policy of India towards
our nelghbours, the Afuhans and the Frontier mbes,
where bulk of our money is being spent every year.
In answer to orie question put by us in the Central
Leglslanve Assembly Covemment admitted that
more than fifteen crores of rupees out of about forty
five crores which are spent on the nnlltary expen-
diture of India, are being spent merely for the
preservation of peace with the Fronticr tribes. What
is the-danger that India-apprebends in relation to
the Frontier tribes that one third of her total
military expenditure-is being expended every year
in the Frontier 7. If we had a hand in the: formu
lation of our Frontier policy,” we would have followed
apolicy of peace and good-will with our neighbours,
If that policy were pursued, not only fifteen crores
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a year would be saved, which is more than enough
for the purpose of having free compulsory primary
education in this land, but our relations with our
neighbours would be quite different.

o

There is one other matter. We cannot afford
to neglect this issue of foreign policy on the ground
that we have much to do at home. 1 am - referring
to the League of Nations. The world - regards the
vote of India as of some value, but - circumstanced
as we are India’s vote serves only as a second vote
to England. We have to consider this point and
dissociate ourselves from the farce of the League
of Nations. We have always asserted that we are
going to remain member of the League of Nations if
the elected representatives of India are sent to speak
on equal terms with other nations on foreign affairs,
If it were possible, we would not allow 1112 lakhs
of rupees being spent every.year onit, Are we
going to allow that “money to be spentso that
England might get a second vote ? It is for that
reason that we should cease to be a member of the
League of Nations. Mahatma Gandhi has got his
own foreign and domestic policies, The main
feature of his foreign policy is good-will and friend-
ship with other countries and his domestic. policy
is based on truth and non-violence for the attain-
ment of our freedom. Fortunately Providence has
given us land which is sufficient. There.is nothing
we do not or cannot produce by way of raw . mate-
rials. There is nothing which India cannot produce -
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if she is free; Her people  have got generous in-
stincts and once they get independence they kuow
what to'do and - what  relations to ‘maintain  with
others. We have no ejes ‘on foreign land. We
dissociate . ourselves from . rapacious designs of
imperialist countries, It is for that reason that we.
dissociate ourselves from the policy of Great Britain, .
in order that we may frame our own policy of good-*
will and peace and maintain friendly relations both
in the economic and political field with other - coun-
tries as a free political entity. - We cannot think in
any other terms, For that reason 1 have great
pleasure in seconding this resolution.

The resolution was lhereafter put to the house
and carried unammously

Next Babu_ Rajendra- Prasad moved the follow:
ing resolut_lon on Indian States:—

“ The Congress welcomes the fawakening “of the
people of the Indian States it many parts of - the
country and considers this as a hopéful prelude'to the
larger freedom, ~comprising-the whole of lidia,
for which the Congress has laboured. ‘The Congress
supports the ‘demand: for responsible governuient
*and civil - liberty in the states and expresses its
solidarity with these movements for fréedom: and -
self-expression, which are intégral parts of the larget
struggle for the freedom of the whole country, While
appreciating thiat some Rulers -of the States have
recoguised this, awakening as a healthy sign- of
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growth and are seeking to adjust themselves to it in
co-operation with their people, the Congress regrets
that some other Rulers have sought to suppress
these movements by banning peaceful and lagitimate
organisations and all political activity and, in some
cases, resorting to cruel and inhuman repression,
In particular the Congress deplores the attempt of
some rulers to seek the aid of the British Govern-
nment in India to suppress their own people, and
condemns the unwarranted use of military and
police forces lent by the British authorities.”

“The Congress expresses its sympathy with the
sufferings of the growing number of refugees from
the various States and trusts that the public will
render them every assistance.”

«The whole of India was profoundly stirred by
the announcement of an indefinife fast by Gandhiji
in erder to remedy the breach by the Thakore Saheb
of Rajkot of the settlement arrived at between him
and his councillors on the one hand and Sardar
Vallabbhai Patel, as representing the people, on the
other. The Congress expresses its gratification at
the recent agreement resulting in the termination
of the fast and trusts that the people of Rajkot will
have their aspirations fullled, and further hopes
that the Princes of Kathiawar and other parts of
India will march with the times and, in co-operation
with their people, introduce responsible government.”

“ The Congress regrets that several state Govern-
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ments besides ﬁajkot have gone back upos their
assurances to their people and their pledged word
It trusts that these breaches of agreement, will be
repalred and the assurances given will'be honoured ”

- % The Congress is of opinion that the  resolution
of the Haripura session of the Congress, relating

to the States, has answered - the } expectations raised

by itand has justified - itself by enconraging ' the
peoples of .the States 1o -organise themselves and

3

conduct their. own -movements for freedom.” The

Haripura policy was coneeived in-the best interests”

of the people in order to- enable them to develop

se\lf-relianceb and»s}tréngth,5 This. poliey was dictated

by circumstances and by a recognition of the limila-

.lions inherent in the circumstances, but it was never.

conceived as an obligation. The Congress has always

possessed the right, as it is its duty, to guide the
people of the States and Iend them ‘its mflnence

The great awakenmg that is takmg place among
the people of States may lead to a relaxation or to
a complete removal of the restramt which the
Congress nnposed upon itself, thus _resulting in_ an

‘ever increasing identification of the Congress with

the States’ peoples. The Wotkmv Commit - is
anthorised to issue mstrucnons in t}ns behalf from
time to time a8 ocnasnon anses

“ The Congress desi‘res to reiterate that its
objective, complete independence, is for.-the whole
of India, welusive of the States, which are integral
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parts of [n1ia, which caunot be separated, and which
must have the same measure of political, social,
economic and religious freedom as the rest of India.”

Babu Rajendra Prasad spoke in Hindi.
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Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan spoke in Hindusthani
in support of the resolution.
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Next Shrimati Kamala Devi moved the following
amendment : “In para 3 delete the words from
“has answered” up to *this policy ™. In para
5 delete the words beginning with “the great
awakening ™ up to “ occasion arises " and substitute
“In view of the changed situation the Congress
considers it its bounden duty to use its full strength
to assist the peoples of (he States and towards
this end the P. C. Cs. and their subordinate
committees shall render every such assistance as
lies in their power. The Working Committee shall
determine the exact policy in every state in -
consultation with the executive of the States
Peoples Conference.”

In support of her amendment the mover said :
Paragraph 5 refers to the Haripura resolution on
the Indian States wherein it is said that this
particular policy which was initiated at Haripura
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was conceived in_ the best interests of the States.
We feel that these . are controversnal matters,
because we do not at’ all accept the posmon that
this particular policy was alone  responsible
for that remarkable awakening we find in the
Indian States to-day. We feel there have been
many factors which have contributed to this. The -
freneral awakemng in, the country intensified by
'the last general elecuon, followed up by. the
acceptance of office, which' perhaps presented to
the people in the Indian States, ina very impressive
mianner, what responsible Govenment could mean,
It gave rise to hopes and dreams in the minds of
the States people, and this is one of the mainfactors
which has contributed towards this awakening.
We feel that the emphasis which has been laid on
particular aspect of the Haripura resolution may
mislead us. So instead ‘of carrying on'unnecessary

controversy we think that this paragraph should
be modified.

We have been often aceused, whenever we have
tried to place any suggestion before the Congress,
that we merely indulge in brave and idle talks,
But to- dd)’ I may tell you whatever thmgsIam
going to suggest to you is based on a certain
_amount of experience.  Whatever = ideologies,
whatever, theories and whatever ‘ideas we might
have. ongmally, to-day we find that experience
has only confirmed those, And.to-day ifItryio
persuade you to accept this-amendment it is because
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of our conviction grown out of considerable
experience of its imperative need. :

;I have noticed that the struggle in the States
is very often carried by people who are new and
inexperienced in politics. There are no ripe hands
to deal with intricate situations that develop. Many
a-time situations are muddled for lack of experience
and proper direction. We feel that the people of
Indian - States are just as  much entitled to the
power, prestige and ‘guidance which an experienced
organisation like the Congress can give as the
people of {udia, It almost seems that we have beea
making a certain amount of differentiation and
-distinetion between members of the same family,
as though we recoguise certain members are entitled
to the use of fawmily funds and contributions,
whereas with regard to others we say that when
you come up of age and stand upon your own
legs you can lay claim to them. Whatever consi-
derations might have weighed with us in the past,
we have to follow a different course in the future.
What has been happening in the States during the
last twelve months ? We feel that we should now
get Congress Committees to give more direct
assistance to the States, In every province we have
little or big states. Wherever there has been any
awakening in the States or wherever the movement
lias grown stronger, the States poople have looked
to the Congress Committees for guidance, and the
Congress Committees have not Leen in a position
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to place at their disposal all that was expected
from them, There has been hesitation and faltering

which has led to wrong activities and unhappy

results. Success would have been achieved if this

experienced machinery were to be placed at the

disposal of the States people. 1 have witnessed

things in Travancore where there has- been

tremendous awakening, where the leaders who are ~
today at the helm of the movement are very

sincere, but it is obvious they are new to these
movements, they have little political tradition

‘behind'them. We feel they do need all the help

and guidance of the Congress.

We know what miraculons success has been
athieved in Rajkot recently~ when Sardar Vallabbhai™
Patel and Gandhiji personally intervened in the
struggle of the people of Rajkot. In the same way in
other states their assistance and intervention have
been sought on all occasions. It is not possible for
one or two individuals to go round and intervene in
all places always We have one Sardar Vallabbhai
Patel to direct the Governments in eight provinces;
but beeause there has been an'efficient machinery
through which be ean direct and control these
governments it has been possible for bim to do so. In
the same way if we could have an efficient machinery
through which experienced - leaders could have
guided and assisted the people of the States, it
would make an enormous difference to them. It is
because | have wilnesséd pathetic scenes of how
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political immalurily makes our cause suffer that
[ plead that it is necessary to call upon Provincial
Congress Committees to give more direct guidance
and assistance to the States people.

Then we would also like close cooperation bet-
ween the Congress and the States Peoples Conference,
because it is the States Peoples Conference which
since Haripura  has been acting as taking
responsibility for conducting movements in the
different states. Whenever there is a movement
tn the States reports reach the ‘High Command
and the Viceroy. There are two versions, Itis,
therefore, very necessary that the Congress should
be able to rely on some particular agency which
commands their confidence and on which the
Working Committee would be able to rely. If the
Congress Committees are to be given direction for
assistance to States people, it is absolutely necessary
there should be some organisation on which we
canrely and through which we can carry on these
movements, Therefore, 1 should like you to make
these necessary changes in the resolution.

We have been hearing of pathetic tales of
miseries from various stales, from the romantic -
country of Kashmir right up to the beautiful
country of Travancore. For authentic and accurate
accounts of these happenings in the various states
we require a machinery so that when the reports are
before us, necessary steps may be directed by the
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Concrress w1th all the power an prestige behmd 1t

Pt Nekiram Sharma, Mr R. K. Sidhwa amd
Mr N. D. Shankar spoke in H]lldl on the reao]utlon
and the amendment, afler Mr A. Patwardban had
secouded the amendment of Shnmatl Kamala Deﬂ
n Hmdl —_ ‘
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T A &1 ¥ e g w4 wew 5 W oRRal elgn @
ARy M Az wa Agi @ A A amar & @y A @B
gfiam & @ gq 730 A A o Resw el
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AR Grad gk Rowdt o fow aw v qRRa Y, O aat
Rl @ | 32 o @ afty 02 & U@ T Ao ot @
o 7 el Rarea # 35 w09 3 &Y W @ A a%a®
gtonch 3 o 3 w03 ¥ 1 Rauag < el ofifiufa B, A
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gt 3 Rt gak v A Gwat wd 31 gw Jar e
7% Far decide #%; § wwwT § % 39 g & 79 T ¥
FHRF ORWAF T LN gH 91 7 A WA 1 @ A
FHum #2231 fw ) @A W faed & i an W, 9@
gURERg @ et Nad § g R, wel @ am §
wgr & w @ 3 Propaganda # Wy &1 @@ A
quwd (% Raradl @t awan wtaw @ 5 B gRar (British
India) & s st @ dte & i o A gm aw wEse #
A IEE 3 SRR ISR & A0 TN [ ena
B § 3ad AW i & & S @ qaeie § | ageng
R A a1 wgrw M A qEE@ AR I aw AW ww
g gud Raedl N @F o9 W AR\ @ w 6
et §1 agt O am @ aon SR e a8
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e Raraat ot w1 3 @@ & dw ok R W, gefEd
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Commiltee # 3%t dtm W &t Rawd § gas ww 3
qaIT A T AE HARE | @ ) aww § oMW 38
g &M 7 9 5@ s Working Committee gt
@ag 37 1 Slates People Conference # gaig 37 # i
#if Paadaam aikd fed & g ag war g a3 e
Rt &1 sar SRR 2, sad wgan g4 38 73 (move )
wo Al | e dard wew IRA 1§ I W@
¢ R me 9 RRaf, wofR foedt § et gl ?
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2 & G G 3 on wat vt dqm e od g9 aw
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g0 atg @ g9 W R § I AN 1 ABH an% 1
&1 @it 31 il % g0 Iaet gd AE A w7 AW 1 wARR
% a1 391 /9% Me AL A AGA g AR & @
wgwRA Tt BIRT aee A 9 SEEA & fMa A ¥ saw
A g7 Rl @ st st o @ ol s ag Raed @
A wa oq @ g1 Rrdt 31 awie T o e

. ge A alf%a & ag gaat T 'm't A @ A%
L il e @t Regear ot CECE LTI il 3
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gliyu fisiegma azzmt &7 ot  Rags deadl) fawdt
NeEEag a TN A S g d @ ¥ o =w
w97 & gA R g6 2 9B ded o tw W ¥ ook
s R e s et g #Y 1 AT W g5
gl & % v &fed, Ngrdt § @ gawa g A waw
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AR R A g B IIH AvE | o | I ewedt R ¥
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7 e Ak ag gt e A Ad frm @ ) fam
gt & 919 ged & 1 2 Sad BN B TAT €T & WA
e iR @ Hid Qar ade AR e aiRE fed
[mdier! Ruadtiadigd gl @w? od & G
£ G siie @it 3 g @ fad aeet Qe & R g o
agwa! & o !rsr & fa &R owEe @ wE
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et sl anaTEd wdlag 3 SR é e @iz
&R0 )

Next Mr. K. C. Reddi observed < | am hereto
speak on the main resolution. I am thankful to the
President for giving me an.opportunity to speak,
but in view of the lateness of the hour and in view
‘of the request of the President | have te be very
brief. I am touching only on one or two aspects

of the resolution.

The great awakening in the States had different
reactions on different Rulers. The first reaction on
the part of a section of the States may be stated
thus that the Rulers of those States have recognired
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the stite movements as healthy signs of growth.
Perhaps Oundh, though a small state, is an example
of this kind. The second category of states had
reactions of a different nature. The Rulers of those
States have tried to suppress movements by
banning all political activities and by repression.
Travancore, Hyderabad, Orissa and some other
states are examples of this kind. There is yeta
third category of States the Rulers wherecf have
brokeu agreements entered into with the people.
[ may refer as an example of this category to
Mysore, Coming as | do from that state I would
like to mention how the Mysore Government have
broken their agreement. It is a matier of history
how that agreenient came into existence. The
situation in Mysore so developed that Government
felt that they ought to get out of it by some means,
and Sardar Vallabbhai Putel and Acharya Kriplani
came and an agreement was effected ([t is my duty
to state on this occasion that the settlement was not
imposed on them by Sardar Patel, but it was one
which was entered into by the willing consent of
Loth parties. Even before the ink was dry that
agreement was sought to be broken by Government.
[t is needless for me to refer in detail how Mysore
Government started violating that agreement. But
as instance I might citevone or two things. In
the first instance take the question of deportation
orders, One important item of the sgreement was
that prohibitory orders must be withdrawn,
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Deportation ~ order, | regard, Is a part  of
prohibitory orders, and though Sardar Patel
stressed this point the Covernment would not give
heed to it. Although recently some tardy justice
has been doae in this respect to one or two cases of
. deportation, it is hedged with all soxts of conditions,
imposing restrictions on participation in political
- activities ete. I do not want to dilate further on
this aspeet. |

As regards the appointment of the Committee
under the agreement, you have all read in the press
how Government would not abide by the terms of
the agreement in the vital matter of the personnel
of the Committee and would not accept the nominee
of the Congress,  Although we gave sevezal oppor-
tunities to the Mysore Government to set matters
right, they have not heeded to us, and we had to
declare non-co-operation with the Government. }
hope when the struggle eoines onee again it will be

" our final fight.

After Babu Rsjendra Prasad replied to the
debate the amendment of Shrimati Kamala Devi.
was negatived and the resolution was passed.

s TAFIETE — .
A48 G3Y, TGN W A | _

st st wdwes A et A ¥ ewd
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e 35 FEN R % @ vww Aw B oaw @ sed ap
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an § B S weat wn gdiga # A foem w sam ad
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AT TVF A S RGN W A FEE & TEE 2
@R g0 T wo G Al W ogE Al TR mam @
79 7 e wi 9 St agz @ W) AW A ge
AT TG WA A @ deg § @ W @ w @
TwR wE AR

R za e § § gaw el 3 gl AW T &
s fem ary e e B ey e )

Thereafter Mr. S. Satyamurthi moved the follow-
irg resolution on Indians Overseas:
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“ This Congress notes with grave concern and
anxiety the rapidly deteriorating position of Indians
overseas, specially in countries within the so-called
British commonwealth of Nations and extends its
-sympathy and support to all Indian Nutionals abroad
ir their just struggle for the assertion of their legiti-
mate rights, political, civic and economic, This
Congress notes with particular anxiety the danger to
[ndian life and property in Burma, the hostile”
attitude towards Indians in Ceylon, the reservation
of the Kenya Highlands to Europeans to the exclu-
sion of Indians and the attempt to segregate and
pass unjust laws against Indiansin South Africa.
This Congress expresses its opinion that only a free
and independent India can effectively help its
nationals abroad. In the meantime, the Congress
calls upon the people of this country to do every-
thing in their power to help the cause of Indians
overseas.”

.In moving the resolution - Mr. Satyamurthi said :
In view of the lateness of the hour [ shall be brief
in my observations in support of this very non-
controversial resolution. India has a right and
duty to-extend her good-will and sympathy to her

- nationals -abroad, who are not fairly treated. The
treatment meted out to them is particularly noto-
‘rious in those territories which belong to the
British Commonwealth of Nations, to which we
also just now belong, and this resolution particularly
uotes that. But it also says that we cannot give
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any effective help to our Nationals abroad until we
are [ree and independent. Therefore, we beg of
our [ndian brothers abroad inspite of their troubles
to help us in our fight for Swaraj. In the meantime,
we assure them of our fullest sympathy and support
to their own struggle. In all those countries the
Indians are ina minority and in the name of the
Indian National Congress [ ask them to remember
that no minority can rely upon any external safe-
guard. Minorities must learn to identify themselves
with the permanent interests of the land and to
live on the affection and goodwill of the majorities
of the land. That is the only ultimate and satis-
factory solution of this problem.

Then as regards Burma, there is grave danger
to life and property of the Indians there. We do
not thereby suggest that the Burmans are against
Indians as such, But we regret the present day
state of affairs. We have never been unfair to the
Burmans and we expect them to be fair to the
Indians, Burma and Iudia are neighbouring coun-
tries, not only geographically, but also psychologi-
cally, and [ have no doubt that things will improve
at no distance date.

[ would like to refer to the attitude of the
Ceylon Government towards Indians in Ceylon and
the unfair treatment that is being accorded to them
in Kenya and South Africa. In Kenya the highlands
have heen reserved for Europeans, Germans and
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other non-British whiie nationals, but no Indian
can go there, although Kenya belongs to the British
Commonwealth of Nations, This is an act of
treachery, which India cannot Loleraie. The Kenya
Indians have org mised a big movement against this
and India will support them in their legitimate
struggle, In south Africa thiags are coming to a
head. A telegram has been received from Durban -
which refers to the danger of Segregation and otber
discriminatory laws. These are all dangerous
sywptoms, On behalf of the Indian National
Cougress we extend our sympathy and fellow
feeling to our nationals abroad aud we ask them,
siuce their cause is just to fight forit. As soon as
India will be free, independent India will know
how to protect her nationals abroad. I, therefore,
commend this resolution to the unanimous accep:
tance of all my fellow delegates assembled here.

Dr. Choitram Gidwani seconded the resoiution

in Hindustani,

xﬂgﬂ%ﬁma’iﬁmﬁi—-
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Fergrmd gt ot a1 g Fom @ o Lo B
e vl tasdw w @ ¥ o oag 9l w
f anl ot ga3 @ G ¥ g Rt & Regemfeat 3
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TG &0 e & Y gR T A o st w0
781 g9 Resolution &t w=am 2 st # wity weat iR
gR8 TAR I wgh & gehew qrawd it A fsin
@l § g3 Resolution ft g wmar 1~ ~ &

Mr. Janardan Prasad Shukla moved an amend
went for deletion of the words “the danver tu
Indian life and property in Burma” from " the
resolution and spoke in Hindi in support of hlo
amendment.

ot RATIATEIT TR —
[N WA a0 WAl —
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I Az A o A R T | gad @ wE & e
£ B ot w Rgentedt 91 82 sam A 81 R A 3
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™ # g Amendment %} 3 & §1

Opposing the amendment Mr. Satyamurthi said :
We 'shall observe one rule that has been followed
here without exception .this year, We have not
passed any amendment and we shall not pass this
either, There is no doubt that Indian life and property
are insecure in Burma, The third party is there.
He is the same there as here.- We in this resolution
merely express our anxiety at the insecurity of
Indian life and property—a bare statement of fact,
I, therefore, ‘ask you to pass the resolution and to
teject the amendment, :

The amendment wasg lost and the resolution

v

declared carried,
Thereafter Pandit Jawabarlal Nebru moved the
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following resolution about the Next Congress
session ;—

“Resolved that the next session of the Congress
be held during the last week of December of this
year.”

Babu Rajendra Prasad moved an amendment that
the venue of the next Congress session be chosen in
Bihar and requested the delegates of Bengal and
Sind to withdraw their invitations.

The resolution as amended by Rajen Babu was
adopted.

Before the session came to a close Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu delivered an address of thanks to the Recep-
tion Committee and others:

Mrs. Naidu—

Friends, it is a happy duty "that has been, as
usual, entrusted to me. My friend;Pandit Nehru has
directed me under a very solemn condition and said
that I must once more not deliver a funeral oration,
but offer thauks without making any post-mortem
vivisection, where thanks are due and where they
are not due to keep silent.

[ know you will all agree with me that our
thanks are due to the sick and absent President,
who out of & sense of duty showed remarkable
courage in coming to Tripuri despite tlhe advice of
doctors and even the mandate of Mahatma Gandhi.
We all rejoice to know that his illness is not so
serious and alarming today as it was yesterday. I
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afi'stire I'shall e expressing your Sentiment when
1 say that we all hope that he may be restored to
health very soort and-be dblé to do'his ‘duty that has
been allotted ts him by the votes of the people.

. yIn.his absence we..haye . had his, great fellow
citizen, from : Caleytta, Maulana, Abuf Kalam Azad
depuusmg the President. Do Ihdve your approval
to offer thanks to the Maplana, Saheb ? (shouts of

“yes yes’), The Maulgna Sabeb has conducted the
delicate task with exemplary dlgmty, authonty and
ability. 1t has been for him no easy task to deputise
. for the President. At every step the President from
his sick bed has authorised him and guided him in
the fulfilment of that onerous task. So on your
behalf I offer thaunks te our Maulana Saheb, who
has with sach wonderful authority, courtesy and
dignity conducted the affdirs “of this momentous
session.: N '

.. .J want also to thauk those thousands of men and
women, who. are_either delegates or visitors, who
gave proof of what wonderful discipline the Congress.
has been teaching to. the people of India. Last
mght for a lmle while there was a littlg theamcal
scene, | whlch pales into nothlug before the d1;cxplme
pqllence and , dignity of the, rest of the audience.
I think we may congratulate ourselves that the’ ﬁrst
lesson of freedom, the Jesson of dlsclplme has been
50 ably learnt and demonstrated in the Congress i in
our mla.st
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[n your name I would like to thank the Recep-
tion Committee. The Reception Committee in which
every single member of the Congress Government is
included, and our own friend and colleague Seth
GBvind Das, who had provided for a panorama of
beauty. One enthusiastic visitor after seeing the
site of the Congress session asked Seth Govind Das: -
“How beautiful is your decoration, but how did
you manage ?” [ want you to realise under what
circumstances, under what difficulties and uncer-
tainties of all kinds, including vagaries of the
elements, the Mahakoshal Reception Committee had
to perform its task. From day to day there was no
certainty as to what might happen and what might
not happen, But all that would not waver Seth
Govind Das and his colleagues, who went on with
their task ahead and prepared for us this marvellous
welcome and did all within their power to prove that

Mahakoshal was capable of doing all that the other
progressive and bigger provinces "could boast of.
Itisa small province compared to Bombay and
Calcutta, these two arrogant provinces, the President
of one of which is Bhulabhai Desai and of the other
is the Congress President himself; and could you
expect all the luxury of a big province here ? But
nature has given Mahakoshal a spectacular scenery,
these mountains, this river, this blue sky with the
shining moon and myriad of stars, those marble
rocks in the immediate neigbourhood— all that
to make poetic that is political; as if all these
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things of beauty have been provided by nature
in anticipation of this historic Congress Session.

1 would like to pay a tribute to the volunteers,
who have been on duty from dawn till mldmgit
and from midnight till dawn, and not once have [
vseen a look of tiredness on their face, not onze have
[ seen in them unwillingness to serve, although the
service they had to ‘render was strenuous and
without break. So to the Reception Committee,
to the volunteer corps, to the engineers and archi-
tects who built this beautiful city, and all those
who performed their mighty task and made our
comforts and made us doubly comfortable, I offer

hearty thanks ' ‘

~

1 would like before you go back to your own
places to ponder what the Congress has taught us,
how in our diversity we have fundamental unity.
1 would like you to remember the great ideals of
the nation that in times of danger, that in times of
threatening disunity, we are one. At the beginning
of the Session it seemed there might be a division
in our midst because of certain temporary conflicts,
but T go back to my own place with the full
consciousness that nothing can disunite the Congress,
that the Congress is fundamentally indivisible and
that its conflict is no more than foam on the ocean,
The Congress is like a house on the rock. So long-
as every single Congressman stands firm to the
Jesson - of the Congress, it will be as firm as the
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rock. Men came here from many provinces with
divided opinions, with divided ideas, with doubts
and fears ; and each asked the other: what shall be'
the end of this Session ? But those of us, who have
knowledge,” those of us who have resolution, knew
that the unity of the Congress could not be broken,
knew that unity is a thing indivisible in the heart
of every soldier of freedom, knew that under the
banner of the Congress there could be no division.
For a pation that is struggling for freedom, there can
be no other issue than the one issue of freedom.
There is no room for party conflicts, there is no
room for internecine quarrel, there is no room for
doubt, there is no room for question. There is
room only for unity, there is room only for sacrifice,
for freedom. Itis this lesson that we take back
that temporary differences cannot make the Congress
divided by a hair breadth. Unity is our principle,
sacrifice is our pledge. Though we are all together
here, tomorrow a grave and great crisis might
develop, and it might hold for us, the followers of
that principle, imjrisonment, hunger, disease and
death. But whatever the danger, shall we not say,
all Congressmen and women, Hindus, Muslims,
Christians, Zoroastrians, Sikhs, Parsis, whatever
communities they belong to, whatever creed they
believe in, whatever notion they have of God, so far
as the question of freedom is concerned— shall we
not each individual say: We won't be divided on a
single instance. Under the banner of the Congress,
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under the guidance - of the invincible Mahatma~—
that little man, who can be crushed uoder the foot
of a child, but whose soul force shook the bottom
of the greatest Emp1re—~ let us follow those great
principles laid down by him, mspxred by the .mani-
festations of his own life and his teaching. Comrades,
mothers, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives let us
remember that while our fight is still in progress,
there is no leisure for us, there is no'time to be
soft over persdnal SOTrrows énd griefs, to be engrossed
in any issue that concerns only ourselves.  There is
only one issue before us and the country, there is
only one\méndate, there is only one ideal, there is
only one goal, there is only- one destiny for the
Indian Nation, and that is the freedom of the Indian
People, untrammelled by any threats of foreign
domination, .

One word about the Egyptiao Delegation, When
the Leader of the Egyptian Delegation- in very
beautiful Arabic read out their message we were all
iinpressed by the tone of unity of that message. |
remember when I met some Egyptians at a pariy
given many ;years .ago by President Mezabic
when I was in Egypt, I asked one of them who came
in different dresses with different caps : what are
you? He said: I am an Egyptian. I asked a,
second man : What are you and he said : Tam, an
Egyptian. I asked a third man and he said ; I am
an Egyptian. 1said : Yes, you are an_Egyptian,
but for God’s sake tell me: What are you: What
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religion do you follow, and they all said : We are
all Egyptians. Whether we are Muslims or Jews,
it does not matter in the lesst. We are Egyptians
first and Egyptians last, What an inspiration !
What a sense of solidarity ! What does it matter
whether Maulana Azad is a Musalman, whether
Jawaharlal Nehru is a Kashmiri Pandit, whether
Sardar Patel comes from Gujarat, or whether Subhas
Bose comes from Bengal ? We are all Indians
{irst, Indians last. We are all Indians, who have to
make a new contribution to the world progress, who
have ouce more to give the world her immemorable
gift of peace. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti, Peace,
Peace, Peace.

Seth Govind Das, Chairman of the Reception
Committee then addressed the audience.and thanked
the President. The session terminated at 10. 15
P. M, with observations from Moulana Azad.
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| RECEPTION
520d INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Balance Sheef as at

LIABILITIES :

: Rs. A P
Sundry Creditors. i _ '
For Expenses and Deposits 97 1 ¢
Provision for Expenses. 3200 0 0
BALANCE being Excess of Income
‘over Expenditure, as per annexed

Statement. 9315 7 0

Total Rupees. 13,512 8 0

~ Govind Das G. S. Gupta
Chasrman. General Secretary.
K. L. Dube Laxminaraindas
R. 5. Kiledar S. D, Mishra
Secretaries

G. P. Khamparia -
‘Office Supdl.



COMMITTEE.
TRIPURI, JUBBULPORE C. P,

15th August, 1939.

ASSETS.,

Rs. A P.
Sundry Debtors.

Amount due hy sundry persons, 2443 9 3

Amount due by All India Congress
Committee, Allahabad, for one-fifth
share of Delegation Fees, 31718 0 0

Stock on hand nsed Materials.

As valued and certified by the
Secretary, 4,000 0 0
Cash and Bank Balances.

In Current Account with the Impe-
rial Bank of India, Jubbulpore, C. P. 3,672 14 6

Cash on hand. 218 0 3
Total Rupees, 13,512 8 0

We have examined the above Balahce Sheet
and the annexed Statement of Income and Expendi-
ture Account, of the Reception Committee, 52nd
Indian National Congress, Tripuri. for the period
from 20th June, 1938. to 15th August 1939. with
Books and Vouchers. We beg to report that we
have received all the information and explanations
required by us. In our opinion the above
BALANCE SHEET shows the true and correct
position of the state of affairs of the Committee, as
on 15th August, 1939.

Chhotalal H. Shah & Co.
Bombay, dated 7th Registered Accountants.

September, 1939. Hon. Auditors,



RECEPTION
52nd INDIAN RATIONAL CONGRESS

Consolidated Income and Expenditure Account
EXPENDITURE:

To expenses incurred as under ; Rs. A,
Central Office, 26,661 5
Site Sub-Committee, 163 4
Music Sub-Committee, " 1913 3-
Stores Sub-Committee, - 40,994 13
Finance Sub-Committee, o3
Propaganda Suh-Commiiteé 412 9

Entertainment Sub-Committee,' 126 2
Medical Relief Sub-Committee 1,071 0
Watch and. Ward Sub-Committee 18 12

Board Sub-Committee - 4T 6
Tender Sub-Committee, » 3 4
Enquiry Sub-Committee, 30 4
Volunteers Sub-Committee 40,039 8
Water Works Sub-Committee, 31,131 2
Exhibition Sub-Committee, - 219 8
- Sanitation Sub-Committee 1,426 12
Printing and Publicity Sub-Com. 1,711 11
Procession Sub-Committee 1947 6
- Accommodation Sub-Committee ~ 1,518 3
Lighting Sub-Committee 20,439 8

Construction Sub-Committee, 59,617 11
Decoration & Gardening Sub-Com. 5,773 1

BALANCE being Excess of Income
over Expenditure carried to (
Balance Sheet. 9315 7 0

Total Rupees. 243,033 17

P
3,
3
3
3
3
3
6
3
0
0
6
0
0
9
3
6
6
3
9
9
9
6

o




COMMITTEE.

TRIPURIL, JUBBULPORE C. P,

for the period from 20-6-1438 to 15-8-1939.
INCOME :

By Income received from: . Rs. A

Advertisement Sub-Commiitee, 8,757 3
Bazar Sub-Committee, 17,562 2
Ticket Sub-Committee, 71,821 11
Transport Sub-Committee 5313 7
Sale of Tripuri Guide 309 4

Sale of used Materials at Tripuri 8,876 14
Sale of used Materials at Madan-

Mahal 13,458 10
Members’ Fees 26,599 11
Donations 82,768 9
Commission from Petrol Pump, 387 13

Sundry used Materials on hand 4,000 0
One-fifth Share of Delegation Fees
from All India Congress Committee

~ Allahabad. 3178 0
Note*—This includes Rs. 3541 /-
income derived {rom the Hotels
under the management of Board
Sub-Committee.

Total Rupees. 2,43,033 7

o w o o

S O OO

Examined and found correct.

Chhotalal H. Shah & Co.
Registered Accountants.
Hon. Auditors.

Bombay, dated 7th September, 1939.



RECEPTION COMMITTEE.
520d INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS TRIPURI,
JUBBULPORE C. P
- Detals of Income and Expenditure Account of the
Sub-Committees, for the period Ending 15-8-1939,
~ "CENTRAL OFFICE,

, : . Rs. A, P.
To Stationary and Printing » 2,156 2 6
Add: Provision for Publishing . -

~and Dispatching of the Report. 1,000 0 0
» Travelling and Conveyance, 2,687 11 6
,, Advertisements, 2 9 6
., Rewards, ‘ 65 8 0
,» Badges, 201 6 0
., Postage, ‘ 255 7 9
” Telegrams, ; 365 8 0
» Telephones, " 1424 3 0
., House Rent, 3120 0
,» Band, ' 195 1 0
,» Bank Commission, 5913 6
, Refreshment charges, 4436 8 6
,» Miscellaneous Expenses, 782 10 0
» Lighting charges, .80 130
» Motor charges 3220 7 0
,, Furnitdre, _ 376 13- 6
., Purchases of the Materials, 1,856 15 9
»» Establishment charges, 3,608 13 9
,, Bullock Cart Expenses, 343215 9
,, Amounts written off as Bad, 5813 3

. Total Rupees. 26,661 5 3



(1) SITE SUB-COMMITTEE.

Rs. A. P.
To Travelling and Conveyance 0212 0
» Refreshment charges, 4 3 3
»» Telegrams, 2 80
» Miscellaneous Expenses and )
Establishment, 313 0
Total Rupees 163 4 3

(2) MUSIC SUB-COMMITTEE.
To Travelling and Conveyance 17 3 3
» Telegrams 210 0

Total Rupees 19 13 3

(3) ADVERTISEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Printing and Stationary 462 11
,» Postage and Telegrams 2% 8
» Travelling aud Conveyance 23 9
,, Furniture 18 0

,, Balance being Excess of Income
over Expenditure, carried to Consoli-
dated Income and Expenditure
Account 8,157 3

[T VR e R e’

9

——

Total Rupees 4,288 0

0




(4) STORES SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Cost of Tattas, Bamboos and

r Rs. A P
Ballies, etc., purchased S 40949 13 3
,» Establishment Expenses 4 0 0
Total Rupees. 40,994 13 3
(5) FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE.
To Travelling charges 316 1 3
,» Conveyance charges 300
» Telegrams. 2510 0
Total Rupees. 344 11 3
(6) PROPAGANDA SUB-COVMITTEE.

To Estab]ishment Expenses 65 00
,, Postage and Telegrams 55 33
., Photo charges 4 10
,» Travelling Expenses 60 14 6
,» Printing k 108 4 0
,» Labouting charges 1500

,, Motor Petrol and Miscellaneous ‘
Expenses 36 2 6
412 9 3

: Total Rupees.




(7). ENTERTAINMENT SUB—COMMITTEE. '

Rs. A, P.
To Travglling charges, 126 2 0.

Total Rupees. 126 2 6

(8) MEDICAL RELIEF SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Refreshment charges, L 15 0 0.
» Petrol charges, 110 4 0.
,, Establishment, 136 14 3
» Fumnitare and Materials purchasgas, 8211 0.

» Badges, Advertisments, and

Miécel]aneoué Expenses, 3011 0
» Telegrams, 1 50
,» Travelling charges, 183 5 9.
" Medicine purchases, 490 13 3
,» Hire charges of Furniture, 19 0 o
i ' Total Rupees 1,071 0 3

(9) WATCH & WARD SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Travelling charges, 18 12 0.
Total Rupees 1812 0

(100 BOARD SUB-COMMITTEE.
To Telegrams ' 280
w Fooding charges o410

Total Rupees. 47 6 0




(1) TENDER:SUB-COMMITTEE. -

oloocoo o

Total Rupees.- 53,785 4

o Rs. A

To Postage and Telegrams 26 8

"» Stationary. . _ 4 3

. Advertisements, ~  ~ . 46 9

w Travellingand Miscellaneous Expenses 8 0

o Total Rupees. . 85 4

(1) ENQUIRY SEB-COMMITTEE.

To Travelling charges 3040
» Total Rupees. 30 4 6

(13 VOLUNTEERS SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Postage and Telegrams . 123 12

» Stationary . o 185 8

,» Establishment : 1,190 15

» Travelling : 1,246 14

v Fooding charges 25,626-15

» Conveyance charges o 141 10

» Miscellaneous expenses, and Lighting 74 13

» Cost of Uniform (Dresses) 14,409 4

,» Materials etc., purchased 10,785 6




{14) BAZAR SUB-COMMITTEE.

Rs. A. P

To Establishment charges 18 80

~y Stationary and Advertisements , 51 3 0
~»» Postage and Telegrams 2.0 6
» Travelling charges 31 4 0

» Balance being Excess of Income
over Expenditure carried to Con-
solidated Income and Expendi-

ture Account 17562 2 0
Total Rupees. 17,671 1 6

—

(15 WATER WORKS SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Materials purchases ~2469 2 3
» Petrol charges ’ ‘ 1915 9
,, Tanks and Stands ‘ 2,108 14 6
» Pump Engines . 1,262 14 9
» Stationary ‘ 4712 0
» Pipes and Fittings 18947 5 3
,» Labouring charges 1,390 13 3
» Conveyance " 256 14 0
,» Establishment expepses 2,062 10 9
,» Carting charges 1405 3 3
,, Head Water Works 25215 0
,» Plumbering charges M3 7 0
» Telegrams 3 3 0

Total Rupees. 31,131 29




(16) EXHIBITION SUB-COMMITTEE.

‘ Rs A P

To Establishment chargesj 219 8
" Total Rupees. 219 8 3

Ay | Qo

(17 SANITATION SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Sweeping and Labouring charges 164

19
»» Establisliment charges 477 8 9
» Telégrams : 1L 6 0
., Materials Purchased ‘ 1% 8 6
- Travelling charges . 8730
» Fooding charges % 8 0

Total Rupees, 1433 4 0

(18 PRINTING & PUBLICITY

SUB-COMMITTEE.
To Travelling expenses . - 2413 0
» Photo charges o 3280
»» Printing charges - 1664 6 6

Toial Rupees, L71L 11 6




(19) TRANSPORT SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Tfavelling charges

Printing charges
Telegrams
Foodlhg charges
Motor charges

Expenses in Reglstratlon of Taxies

Al

Balance being Excess of Income
over Expendxture carried to Con-
solidated Income and Expendi-

Account

Total Rupees 7,240 0

Rs. A

9% 3
7 14
31
10
50 8
205 14

5313 7

Coo o o wre

<

0) . PROCESSION SUB-COMMITTEE,

To Carting .charges, Dyeing charges,

”

”

”

”

’

Miscellaneous
Telegrams
Goods purchased

Expenses for Elephants

Expenses for Rath
Travelling expenses

Total Rupees

347
12 15
U7 12
944 1
550 0
58 2
1,947 6

W OVOoO W o oo




(21) TICKET SUB-COMMI([TEE.

e 5 Rs. A, P.
To Printing charges ) 45512 0
~»» Travelling charges 1069 6
» Badges 3070
» Conveyance o , 11 46
» Postage and Telegrams 180

” Balance being the Excess of Income
over Expenditure carried to Con-
solidated Income and Expenditure -
Account - ' 71,821 11 0
Total Rupees. 72,427 4 0

@) ACCOMV[ODATION SUB- COMMITTEE

To CostofGoods B _ 6660 9 3
» Telegrams = " B0
» Travelhng and Motor charges 42 8 0
» Furniture hire charges - 13712 0
& Fooding charges . 6260
» Establishment expenses - 3900
” Mlscellaneous, Carting and Coohes 23 6 6

. Total Rupees 6979 7 9




(23) LIGHTING SUB-COMMITTEE,

Rs. A P
To Petromax consumption 2425 6 6
» Kerosene Qil 2% 7 3
» Telegrams 10 20
» Travelling and Miscellaneous 1111 0
» Goods purchased . 3i411 9

Electric Installation Expeuses 18643 1 3
Total Rupees, 21459 7 9

”

(249) CONSTRUCTION SUB-COMMITTEE.

To Purchases : Materials, Wheat * 5631 7 0
Consideration of Land paid to

b}

>

the Cultivators 1,299 0 0
» Railway Freight 17627 8 9
» Labouring charges 24515 7 9
» Carting charges ' 1,824 14, 6
» Motor charges 1964 4 3
» Establishment expenses 244910 0

Refreshment and Fooding charges 2,615 2 0
Advertisements, Postage and

Miscellaneous expenses 802 .3 6

» Lighting charges 57 49
» Travelling charges 245 1 3
y Stationary 129 0 0
» Telephones 45 2 0
Total Rupees, 59,617 11 9




(25) DECORATION AND GARDENING

SUB COMMITTEE

To Travelling expenses
» Materials purchases
» Dining charges

- Garden Park Expenses
" Road constructions

" Mlscellaneous expenses
" Lstabhshment expenses
» Telegrams

» Lahouring charges

Total ;Rlipees-.

Rs. A

179 3
2,197 15
428 6

653 5

1602 0
48 14
223 12

5 2
1734 6

5113 1
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APPENDIX C.

MESSAGES.

The following Messages were received by the
A. L C. C. office for Tripuri Session.

1. The Venerable Pandit Madan Mohan Mala:
viya had sent the following telegram to Shri Subhas
Chandra Bose, the Congress President : —

“My greetings to you and all fellow Congress-
men assembled at Tripuri. I deeply regret that
health does not permut of my attending the Congress,
['am distressed at the serjous differences which
have arisen among leading Congressmen, which
threaten to pull down the great edifice built up by
the labour of love and devotion of the best men
of the country, for over half a century, I beg you
all to save it and to enhance the dignity and
influence of the Congress by uniting all Congressmen
in the service of the motherland (1) to fight against
the demon of communalism which is working great
havoc in the country, and (2) to fight the Federal
scheme as embodied in the Government of India
Act and help to establish suitable forms of popular
Government in Indian States. We require all our
united wisdom and mutual goodwill to solve these
and other vital problems which affect the well-being
of 350 millions of mankind. [ pray that God may
show us the right course and give us the strength

to pursue it,”



2. Prof. Shelly Wang of the foreign office at
Chungking, in a telegram to Pandit Nehru, expressed
his inability to attend the Congress for want of time
and wished success to the Congress, a bright future
to the Indian Nation and good health to Mahatma
Gandhi, Poet Tagoré and other Indian Leaders.

In his telegram Prof. Wang further gave a brief
review of the position in _China,' He said that under
the command of Marshal Chiang Kai-shek and due
to the heroism of their soldiers, and the unity and
determination of the people, China was confident
of ultimate victory despite . their, unprecedented
sufferings at present. - Though they had withdrawn
from the coastal provinces they were consolidating
their position and carrying on gﬁerilla warfare in
the Japanese-occupied areas and the local Govern-
ments were maintaining :close relations with the
Central Government. They were, at the same time, -
extensively developing their industries in the south-

“west and north-west provinces. = -

o Prof, Wérlg declared that the aid fendered to
China by all peace-loving peoples of the world had
greatly strengthened China in her struggle.

“ We are specially grateful to you for your boy-
cott work and also ‘for the medical - unit which is
working indefatigably in our country,” added Prof.
Wang and believed that after the conclusion of the
Congress Session the boycott work would be further
pushed. “ A victory for China - meant also victory
for you and all peace lovers, ” he concluded .



3. The President of the Indian National Co-

mmittee, Japan, said :—

“ Greetings from compatriots, Success comes to
those who take opportunity which comes not always,
Forget not our martyrs, ™

4, Mr. Rashbehari Bose, said ;=

“ With request for Congress efforts for imme-
diate Indianisation of land, sea and air-forces and

Indian, Burmese, Siamese, Chinese and Japanese
friendship.

5. Zanzibar Indians conveyed greetings and
wished success, ¢ Gratified at the satisfactory out-
come of Mahatma Gandhi’s fast. The colonial
Indians ardently desire that the Congress should
lead the country to the ultimate goal under Mahat-
ma's guidance ”,

6. Indian Seva Sangh, Colombo, said :~

“ Overseas Indians’ honour depends upon the
mother country’s Independence. Praying she will
attain it during your Presidentship and under
Gandhiji’s able guidance ™, '

7. George Arundale, ina message hoped that
unity would be established in the country.

Several other messages were also read by the
General Secretary on the opening day of the
Congress Session.
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SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY'S LIBRARY
POONA .-

1. Books drawn from the library méy rot bo
retained for longer than a fortpight.

2. Borrowers will be held strictly responsible
for any damage done to books while they
are in their possession,



