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PREFACE • 
, 

. The seeond all-India Conference <lf the .Moderate party held in the 
Town Hall of Ca.lcutlia under the Presidency of Sir Sivaswa.my Aiyer proved 
eon unqualified success in every way. ·From the point of view o( the number 
of delegates and of the visitors present the Conference left nothing to be ' 
desired. The Conference commenced its session on Tuesday the 30th ot 
December, 1919, at 1-30 p.m. when the spacious Hall was packed to its utmost 
capacity. Several prominent men occupied the platform amongst whom were 
to be found the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, Sir Ali Imam, 
Sir Ashutosh Chowdhury, Sir. Devaprosad Sarvadhicari, Dr. Dwarkanath 
Mitter, Mr. M. N. Sen, Mr. Nibaranchandra Roy, ltfr. Krishnadhan Roy, 
lfr. K. L. Dutt, Dr. M. N. Banerji, Mr. J ogendranath Basu, :Mr. R. C. 
Bannerji, Mr. N agendranath Banerji, Rai Mahendrachandra Lahiri, 
Bahadur, Hon. :Mr. Krishna Sahav, Hon. 1\Ir. C. Y. Chintamani, 
Mr. Rajput, Mr. Taritbhusan Roy, Mr~ Jatindranath Basu, Hon . 
.Mr. Surendranath Ba.nerjea, Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer, Sir Binode Mitter, 
Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Herambachandra Maitra, Mr. Krishna 
Kumar 1\litra, Raja Bahadur of Dighapatia, Raja of Santosh, 
Sir Rajendranath Mukerji, Mr. J. N. Roy, Rai Janakinath Roy Bahadur, 
Rai Sitanath Ray Bahadur, Rev. B. A. Nag, Mr. P. C. Mitter, Sir Nilratan 
Sircar. Mr. Sachindranath Mukerjee, ~fr. Jitendranath Banerji, 
Mr. Satyananda Bose, Mr. Hemendranath Sen, Mr. Alfred Nandi, Dr. M. N. 
Basu, Dr. Narendranath Basu, Mr. Sureschandra Basu, Mr. J. Chaudhuri, 
Hon. Kumar Aruncha.ndra. Singha, Mr. Muralidhar Ray, Mr. S. R. Das, 
Mr. Amuyladhan Addy, Mr. Prafulla Chandra Chakravarti, 1tir. G. A. 
Natesan, ~1r. Kalinath 1\Iitter, C.I.E., Mr. K. L. Dutt, Mr. Charuchandra 
Biswas, Hon. Mr. Surendranath Roy, ltfr. B. L. :Mitter, Mr. D. :P. 
Khaitan, Mr. D. C. Ghosh. Mr. F. L. Dey, Sir Krishna Gupta, 
Dr. S. P. Sarvadhikari, Mr. N.C. Sircar, ~{r. S. N. Sircar, l.Ir. M. M. Basu,, 
Mr. B. K. Basu, Dr. Haridhan Dutt, Hon, Venkatapati Raju, Hon. 
Narsingha Raju, Rai Saheb A. P. Patra, Sir Gangadhar Chitnabis, M. 
Goku1das Parekh of Bombay, Mr. Madhusudan Panigrarlih, M. Sasi Bhusa:o, 
Rath, Hon. Mr. Ram Chandra Rao, Dr. Surendra. Nath Sen, Hon. Rai 
Mahendra Chunder :Mitter, Rai Nalinaksha Bose Bahadur, Rai Radha 
Ba1la.bh Choudhuri, Kumar Manindra Chunder Singh, :Mr. P. Chaudhuri, 
Babu Bijoy Lal Dutta, Babu Khitish Chandra N eogi, Babu J nan Chandra 
Kumar, Babu U pendra N ath 11Iitter ( Comilla). 

Among the ladiea present were :Mrs. P. K. Roy, Miss. Ewing O.B.E., 
Mrs. S. K. Sen, Mrs. J. N. Roy, lirs, J. N. Ghosh, Mrs. J. C. Gupta, 
Mrs. B. C. Sen, Miss P. M. Nag, Miss. S. Nag, Miss Sarojini Dass, 
~~i~s Pratima Sen, Mrs. S. C. Roy and others. 

Numerous telegrams and letters expressing regret and· inability to 
att(lnd the Conference but communicating sympathy with the movemeoi 
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were received fron1 prominent moderate leaders in all parts of India. The 
Rev. B. A!"'·Nag read out a large number of telegrams but they a,re too 
numerous :to be printed in this report. 

Im~ediately after the Confere'nce copies of . Resolutions passed at the 
. "Conference were forwarded to the Secretary of State, to the Government 

of India and to all the Provincial Governments. They were also sent out for 
circulation to all the Provincial Moderate Organisations. The Secretaries 
greatly regret the delay in publishing the full Report of the Proceedings 
·but it was due to causes which were beyond their control. 

The following gentlemen composed · 

\tbe Subjects <tommittee .. 

EX-OFFICIO. 

I. The Hon'ble Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea. 

2. , Sir D. P. Sarvadhikari. 

3. 
" 

· Sir B. C. Mitter. 

4. >' Sir R. ~. Mookherjee. 

5. " 
Mr. P. C. Mitter. 

6. Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

7. " 
N.C. Roy. 

8. " 
J. N. Bose. 

9. " A. Dutt. 

10. Rev. B. A. Nag. 

11. Mr. F. L. De. 

Elected by the Reception Committee and Bengal Delegates. 

Sir K. G. Gupta. 

Mr. Krishna Knmar Mitter. 

, Krishna Lal Datta. 

, Mahababul Haque. 

, R. C. Bonnerjee. 

, H .. 0. Maitra. 

Rai Mahendra Ch. Mitra. 

Mr. Hemendra N ath Sen. 

, N. C. Sircar. 

, Bijoy Kumar Basu. 
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~Ir. Debi P. Khaitan. 

Rai Sahib Ramdeo Chokhony 

~fr. Mahaboob Ally. 

, Tilak Chand Surana. 

, Nirmal Ch. Chunder. 

K. B. Moulvi Abdus Salem. 

Mr. R. D. Mehta. 

, Rajendranath Ganguli. 

, Bijoy Lal Dutt. 

, M. N. Basu. 

Dr. S. K Mullick. 

Dr .. Dwarkanath Mitter. 

Mr. T. H. Campbell Howes. 

, J atindra Mohan Mitter. 

, Monmohan Bose. 

, Pannalal De . 

. , A. M. Biswas. 

Lt. G. Sircar. 

Mr. Alexander. 

, B. De. 

PABNA. 

B abu J atindranath Lahiri. 

DINAJ'POR. 

Babu J ogendra Ch. Chakravarti. 

BIRBHOM. 

Mr. Erfan Ali. 

Hon'ble A. Sinha. 

HOGHLL 

Hon'ble Rai lfahendra. Ch. Mitter. 

Rai Mahendra Ch. Lahiri Bahadur. 

Mr. Charu Ch. Biswas. 

• 
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• Mr. Amulya Ch. Dutt. 

,, Nirmal Ch. Ghose. · 

,, Nagendranath Sadhu . 

. KRISHNAGAR. · 

Maharaja of N addia. · 

MIDNAPtJR. 

Mr. Sital Prassad Ghose. 

Hon'ble Dr. A. Sahrawardy. 

BURDWAN. 

Rai N alinakaha Bose Bahadur. 

Mr. Srimohan Ghose .. 

RAJSHAHI. 

Hon'ble Mr. Kisori ::t'foh~n Choudhuri. 

Mr. Birendra Kumar Maitra. 

Raja of Dighapatiy~. 

Surendra Mohan Maitra 

JESS ORE. 

Mr. Raj uiddin Ahmed. 

H B. L. Mitter. 

NUDDIA. 

Mr. Nanda Gopal Bhaduri. 

,. Indu Bhusan Sanyal. 

, Nagendra N ath Banerjee. 

MURSHIDABAD. 

Mr. Hemendra Nath Sen. 

, Praphulla Chandra Chakravarti. 

RUNG PUR. 

Mr. Syeduddin Ahmed, 

KHULNA . 

.Mr. Indu Bhusan.Mozumder. 

, Suresh Chandra Dutt. 

., S. K. Sen .... 
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MYMENSINGH. 

Lt. K. C. Nag. 

}fr. Jnanendra Nath Lahiri. 

, Kedar N ath Chakraverti. 

CHITTAGONG. 

Mr. Annada Ch. Dutt. 

NOAXHALI. 

Mr. J asoda Kumar Ghose. 

DACCA. 

:A~r. Tarit Bhusan Ray. 

, Priya N ath Sen. 

, Dhirendra Ch. Ray. 

, Satish Ch. Ghose. 

MALDAH. 

Mr. Radhika La~ Singh. 

, Nilmani Ghattak. 

, Prasanna Kumar Raha. 

, Hari Gopal Chatterjee . 
• 

, Surendra Kumar Roy. 

BANKURA. 

Mr. Baidyanath Mukherjee. 

H.OWRAH. 

Mr. Khagendra N ath Ganguli. 

, Phanindra N ath Mukherjee. 

, Girija Prasanna Ray. 

BERAR. 

Rao Bahadur R. G. Mundale. 

Mr. S. K. Bhalehandra. 

, V. T. Deshpande. 

· UNITED PROVINCES. 

The Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur Saparu. 

, ~Iunshi Narayan Prosad Asthana. 
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Rai Krishnaji. 

Lala Sheocharan Lal. 

Babu Bisheshwar Prosad Saivastova. 

Dr. Surendra N ath Sen. 

Munshi Gulzarilal. 

Rai Brij Narayan Gurtu. 

Babu Gourishankar Prosad. 

Pandit Venkatesa Narayan Tewari. 

Rai Vaijnath Das Shalpuri. 

Mr. Damodardas Khandeswal. 

, S. N. Sundaram. 

, R. S. Bajpai. 

The Hon. Mr C. Y. Chintamoni. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES; 

The Hon. Sir G .. M. Chetnavis K. C. I. E. 

Rai Bahadur D. N. Choudhuri. 

Mr. N. A. Dravid. 

, Kashinathrao Panday . . . 
MADRAS. 

Dewan Bahadur M. Ram Chandra Rao. 

The Ron. V. Narasinha Raj.u. 

" " 
B. Venkatapati Raju. 

Rai Saheb A. P. Patro. 

}lr. G. A. Natesan. 

, Maulana Abdus Subhan. 

, S. B. Rutu. 

, Kalandavela Mudaliar. 

,. Mahomeu V alinallah Burdha Sahib. 

, Mukendaraja Aiyengar. 

,, J. R. Venkatarama Sastri. 

, A. Rangaswami Aiyengar. 

, 0. V. J agannadha Sastri. 
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l\Ir. l\I. S. Panigrahi. 

,, P. L. Narasimham. 

The Hon. Mr. C. P. Ramaswarma Aiyer. 

BOMBAY. 

The Hon. Mr. G. K. Parekh. 

The Hon. Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri. 

~Ir. G. K Deodhar. 

, J. R. Gharpure. 

Mr. A .. V. Thakkar. 

, C. D. Mehta. 

, '1'. A. Kulkarni. 

, V. R. Gupte. 

,, G. K. Gadgil. 

Mrs. G. K. Gadgil. 

Mr. D. V. Ambelkar. 

, C. S. Devli. 

. , · Hahimatulla Currimbhoy. 

, Cowaji J ehangir Currimbhoy. 

, Nawab Abdulla Khan of Kasmundi. 

, Ardesher R. Billimoria. 

, D. }f. Captain. · · 

THE PANJAB. 

Mr .... -\.lfred Nundy. 

--o--

'The following gentlemen were 

ttbe ~ffice-=bcarers of tbe 'Reception <tommittee. · 

CHAIRMAN. 

Sir Benod Mitter. 

SECRETARIE~. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. :Mitter. 

The Rev. B. A. Nag. 
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Mr. B. C. Chatterji. 

Prof: N.-· C. Ray. 

Mr. A. Dutt. 

Mr. F. L. De. 

Mr. D. C. Ghose. 



Address 
OF 

. SIR BH{OD CH.ANDRA MIT'fER 

Chairman of the Reception Comm~ttee. 
~ ! . 

Sir Binod Chandra Mitter,' Chairman, Reception Commit- ~~i~:~~fo~h~e 
tee, in welcoming the Delegates said :-. Reception Com· 

mit tee. 

ON behalf of the Reception Committee of th~ Se~ond All- Sir 
India Conference of the Moderate Party let me b1d you a most Binod Chandra 
cordial welcome to this great city of ours. · The times are such , Mitter. 
and the occasion is so momentous that · I· will not use the 
language of convention and beg of you to forgive us for the 
many short-comings and deficiencies m our arrangements for· 
your ·reception. 
' , I I 

Let me assure you, if ~ssurance were needed, that we are 
sincerely glad that so many of you have been able to come 
together at the country's call at such short notice and probably 
at great personal sacrifice arid in coli venience, I wish that the 
task· of welcoming you had been committed to abler hands. I 
see around me the ft1ces of war-worn veterans, - among whom 
I miss the familiar features of Sir Dinshaw Wacha to whom we 
convey our deepest sympathy in his great· bereavement,-men 
of yesterday, but who undaunted by the frowns and unseduced 
by the smiles of power have for the life-time of a generation 
never faltered in their steady march to the high road to Res
ponsible Government. 

I· am but a humble camp-follower by their side ; but 
though compelled by circu(llstances in the past to linger behind,. 
my zeal for the common . cause and my desire to serve my 
motherland has always remained and will always remain undi
minished and unabated, and may I not add that l . claim to 
possess a hereditary interest in our great cause. 

This Conferen.ce has been called at very short notice · but I 
may be permitted to say that it is being held on a very auspi-. 
cious occasion when the war clouds have rolled away and when 
peace reigns again throughout .the length and breadth of the 
Empire. The claims of right, justice and freedom stand vindi
cated to-day and India has entered upon a new era. And need 
I remind you that we meet on one of the happiest· occasions m 
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the history of British India,-an occasion even more momentous 
than that which witnessed the proclamation of Her Gracious 
Majesty Queen Victoria of revered memory. 

THE RoYAL PRoCLAMATION. 

The 23rd day of December 1919 will always be remembered 
as a red-letter day in our history-as that on which was issued 
the Royal Proclamation which will be cherished with the 
deepest affection and gratitude by the most distant generations 
of our people: And there will now go forth from millions of 
Indian homes and hearths one universal cry for the prosperity 
and greatness of the Empire and of its Sovereign to whose 
loving care our destinies have been committed. 

OuR GRATEFUL THANKS. 

On such an occasion as this we desire to offer our humble 
and loyal homage and grateful thanks to His Majesty for the 
deep and abiding sympathy which His Majesty himself and 
His Royal House from generation to generation have manifes
ted in the well-being of the teeming millions of the great 
Empire of which he is the constituted head. We also desire 
at this the earliest possible opportunity to f)onvey to His 
Majesty's Government our warmest felicitations on the passing 
of the Bill which for the first time has introduced the begin
nings of a Responsible Government and placed the full realisa
tion of it within sight. I think I voice the sense of the majority 
of my countrymen when I say that the Right Honourable Mr 
Montagu's name will for all time to come remain associated with 
this great measure. We had never faltered in our deep and 
abiding faith in him and the great cause which he had made 
his own. He has our sincerest gratitude ·and our warmest 
appreciation for the great courage, devotion and statesmanship 
which amidst calumny, ridicule and contumely he has through
out displayed. His name will go down to a grateful posterity 
linked with those of Canning and Ripon, Bright and Morley, 
and other great benefactors of the Indian people. In this 
connection we as Indians should not, amid the heat and dust 
of controversy, · forget the debt of gratitude which we 
owe to His Excellency the Viceroy. He was the joint author 
of the Report along with Mr. Montagu. He lent to it 
the whole weight of the Go.;ernment of India and but 
for this, his cordial co-operation, the measure would not have 
reached the stage which eventually culminated in its 
enactment as the law of the land, and though we differed from 
several of the recommendations in the despatch of the 5th of 
March, 1919, which in ou~ opinion had a tendency to reduce the 
beneficent scope of the Bill we cannot forget that His Excel
lency cordially accepted the amended Bill and . pledged the 
loyal co-operation of the Government of India in carrying it 
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-out. And what shall we say to express our deep debt Of 
gratitude to the Right Hon'ble the · Lord Sinha of R.Aipur. 
Speaking in Calcutta, need I mention Lord Sinha's name with
-out calling from you your most enthusiastic applause in grate· 
ful appreciation of his devoted labours ? Lord Sinha has 
-crowned a great and remarkable career by the supreme service 
which he has rendered to his motherland in the most critical 
period of its history. Both in the House of Lords as .the 
U nder.Secretary of State for India, and as a member of the 
.Joint Committee of the Houses of Parliament, he has rendered 
the most conspicuous service to our motherland. We desire 
.also to express our warmest acknowledgments to Lord Selborne 
.and his colleagues on the Joint Committee for the care'and 
-sympathetic interest and the keen insight with which the 
problems of India were investigated. · The labours of the 
Southborough Committees will not be forgotten by the people 
<>f India. They travelled from one part of India to another, 
-collected a valuable mass of evidence and made recommenda· 
tions which have mainly been accepted by the Joint Committee 
and which form one of the most notable features of the whole 
.scheme of Reform. Lord Southborough's tact, judgment and 
-consummate ability made it possible for the Committees to· finish 
their work within so short a period and it is with sorrow we 
notice the fact that his devotion to duty has impaired his 
health. Among those who have helped India in this supreme 
moment in her history must be mentioned the names of 
Sir Michael Sadler and Sir Stanley Reed who gave 
-evidence before the Joint Committee which was very helpful 
to the Indian cause Both spoke from personal knowledge 
.and produced a profound impression on the Joint Committee. 
The services of Sir William Duke should not be forgotten and 
we may be permitted to express our satisfaction at the news 
that the mantle of Sir Thomas Holderness has fallen on him 
and to convey to Sir William our best wishes. It is only right 
and proper that we should observe in this connection that it was 
Mr. Curtis who first converted the dry bones of this measure 
into a living organism and impressed upon it that which indeed 
is its fundamental feature, namely the principle of dyarchy. 
In this statement of our personal acknowledgments, we should 
not omit the name. of our dear friend, Mr. Bhupendranath 
Basu, who has been described by a. well·k nown journalist as 
the power behind the throne. None took a deeper interest 
in the ~Iontagu-Chelmsford Scheme or worked more 
assiduously to give it a practical shape and form than 
Mr. Basu. 

Co-oPERATION or THE INDIAN CiviL SERVICE. 

And no~ that the Reform Bill has been passed into law, we 
must depend in a great measure for its success on the co-opera.. 
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tion of the Indian Civil Service.· It'is a mistaken· ide~· tliat the· 
Civil Service is unwilling td co-operate with the people in· the 
new Gover~ment that will now be : ushered by the passing of. 
the Reform Act. I ·am confident that the Indian Civil Servants 
will prove in the fut~re, as indeed they have proved fn the past, 
that they are in truth•and in theory the devoted servants of 
the Government underwhich.·they serve. The Indian Civil 
service has never spared 'itse I£ in the discharge of what it. 
tohceived to be its duty in the past, and I feel sure, that now 
that it has veceivad 'its new mandate,' rati6ed by !the most· 
exalted authority in. the realm; His Gracioqs Majesty the King· 
Emperor himself, it will not fail to conform to the h~w ·cond}.;; 
tions aml to serve the country with the ·same sirigle..:minded 
devoti~D..to duty which has characterised it in -the: past/• 

I .. • • • '' 

' ~' ' ' • ' ' : • • ; l • 

' , · Ct~AVAGE 'BETWEEN' THE ExTREUISTS AND Ou~sELVEs •. 
• I ' I ' 

, .. ' '' .. 
·l: It m·ay perha;ps be necessary for .a moment to a,dvert to the. 
circumstanc~s which led to the cleavage' between ihei ex'~r.e~istS. 
~nd ?urseltes rendering a sep~rate organisation·. n~cessary f~r
t.h~ 'effe'ctive . expression of our vie~s; · For . sdrtie time past, 
diffe~ences ·.b~twee~ the two dis tine~ gro.ups in' the Indian· 
Nation_al C~ngress were.manifesting therrlselyes. · ~hose diffel'
·ences became acute over the election of Mrs. Beasant as the 
President of the last Calcut~a Congress and' it was the· publi~a
tioti of the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme which cleared . the 
~tmosphere and btought out a distinct division between· the 
two wings of the nationalist party .. On the publication of the · 
'Scheme, the extremist leaders decla~ed that it was unworthy or 
their acceptatice and characterised.·- it' .as a ·mere 'shaJ;II. The 
moderates, from the very first, saw in the· Montagu~Chelmsford 
R~port the real beginnings o( ResponsilJle (}overnrnent; capable 
iof ~ull'realisation by' progressive stages. in ~o ·distant future. 
Our respective points ·of view were absolutely 'divergent. 
'A patched-up truce' ·would. never have been of an;r · use~ 
·Mr. Surendranath Banerjea· and other prominent leaders of our 
party realised that opportunities such as those that presented 
themselves do not .come frequently in the life of a nation. They; 
therefore, felt that· their supreme duty to the coun~ry deman
ded that they should extend to ~he Scheme a . cordial welcome 
and at the same time pr~ss for improvements and modifications. 
Subsequent developments demonstrated ~he wisdom·· of .their. 
decision. The demands of the Extremists · ·wer(:/ extravagant: 
There was in the mind of many of our extr~mist friends: '~ sus..' 
picion that if the whole Provincial Government was not made 
over at once, it would never be made over afterwards. This 
betrayed a aistrust of the great English people.- 'The appre
hension was utterly unfounded. The progress of India towards 
the path to· Responsible Government hitherto has· beep slow, 
probably very slow; at times there might have been .a .te1Ilp01 
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:rary:set-back ; the pcndu1um might ~ave_ s~un~ back now and 
a~&in, ·but it would be inconsistent with facts to .deny that the 
n:&rcll has been.steady towards the progressive libetalisation of 
the Government. , The ·angle:or · vision of the mernbers of. the 
extremist party was fundamentally different Iroin ·.ours. 'l'hey 
looked upon the. whole 'scheme· of reform with suspicion and 
mistrust. We, on the. other hand, beli~ved in the good faith o( 
the illustrious authors of the Report. The demands of the 
extremist friends were not merely extravagant, but their reading 
of the message of the 20th of August, 1917, was illogical They 
attempted to create suspicion and distrust not merely· between 
the Government and the people but also between ·the different 
sections of the community who · inhabit India - especially 
between Europeans and Indians. I venture to think that for 
the successful working of this new measure co-operation between 
the new Government and the .people is essential and it is 
equally necessary to create·.an atmosphere of peace', amity and 
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Chairman of the\ 
Reception Com·;: 
mittee. · · 

Sir· <~ 
Binod Chandr&: 
Mitter. ... . · 

goodwill. · 

POINTS OF DIFF~RENCE. 

We maintained and ·still maintain that we oucrht to c~ \ 
' • 0 ' 

op~rate w1th the Government whenever and wherever feasiblEi 
and oppose it only when the interests of the country so demand~ 
In short, we believed and believe in co-operation wherever 
possible~ . The extremists do not believe in this creed. We 
must accept all the' conditions which are necessary for the' 
realisation of self-government. within the British Empire. The' 
extremists while professing to subscribe to the same ideal are 
impatient of such conditions and believe that they have a dwar. 
fing influence over national aspirations. \ Gentlemen, our· 
diffe~ences in many respects were and are ·of a fundamental' 
character. . They are not evanasoent or personal as has been 
suggested in some quarters. We must therefore have a separate 
~rganisation of our own. 

In connection with the passing. of the new·. Government of 
India Act our separate organisation has rendered the greatest 
8ervice to the country. . Our Conference of last year accepted 
the principle of the scheme -and · pressed for various improve- · 
ments.• It decided to ·send a deputation of its own to England · 
and in·this connection I cannot be silent as to the. extremely . 
valuable services rendered by the Deputation of the Moderate 
Party, .The lfoderate Deputation urged the further Jiberalisa.- , 
tion of scheme as embodied i'n the original Refarm Bill and , 
many Qf·()ur demands h~ve .beeri :conceded ... It is .fairly well~~ 
known noW, a.t any rate, .the result has proved tha.t neither the.. 
Indian nor' the European extremist opinion created any._imprea·:; 
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sion on the Joint Committee. The Moderate Deputation on· 
the other hand ·pleaded its cause with emphasis, but with, 
sobriety and necessary restraint, never forgetting that it had .& 

just and strong court before which it had to plead its cause • 
The efforts of the Moderate party .have been greatly instru·. 
mental in securing for India an Act which ought to satisfy our 
just aspirations for the present. 

A '!'TENDING THE CoNGREss. 

It has been suggested in some quarters that we should meet 
and settle our differences by attending the Congress. The old 
Congress yeterans who are familiar with the constitution of the 
Congress and of the All-India Congress Committee and of .the 
details of their workin£! realise the hollowness of the suuues ... 

~ 00 

tion. But many of our countrymen do not realise the same.: 
They think that attendance at the Congress is the only· 
solution · to the present situation, and not unnaturally 
they blame many of the Moderates for keeping away 
from it. There are some amongst us who insist on our 
having our own party organization and at the same time believe 
in an Unite~ Congress. As long as the Indian National 
Congress was a true National Assembly, i.e.,, as long as on the. 
All-India Congress Committee and the Subjects Committee the: 
Moderates and the Extremists were both adequately represen
ted, our leaders as a body attended the Congress. But now the 
Congress has been .turned into a party institution by the extre
mists and is run on party lines.. The Congress does but only 
reuister the decrees of the Extremist executive· bodies. If then 

0 

those who are in authority in these executive bodies are really 
anxious to have an effective joint deliberation regarding matters 
which come before the Cong.ress and if their real object is not 
to discredit the Moderates, the suggestions should come· fro~ 
them to secure substantial and adequate representations of both 
parties in the executive bodie~ of the Congress. Otherwise we,. 
as a body, shouid not agree to be a party to decisions which in 
r~ality are and will be the decisions of the Extremist Party. 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVlCE. 

The new Act will bring about a· great change. It has placed 
before us .great. opportunities for serving our country. Hitherto 
the Indians had no . share. in the actual government of .the 
country. We were in the position of mere critics. Now a fair. 
portion of the actual government of the country will be made 
over to us. We must forget to be mere critics and forget to 
oppose everything and propose nothing. We shall henceforth' 
have to solve real di.fficulties which daily confront our present 
administrators. We shall be new to this task .but it is highly 
necessary for the success of the new Govarnment that Extre-r 



{ r ) 

mistS and lfodera tes, . Indians ·and Europeans,· should try to 
co-operate with each other whenever possible and in the words 
of our Gracious Sovereign iii His. Royal Proclamation of the 
23rd of December we must remember that patriotism trans~ 

c~nds party and com~unal boundaries. For successful co-opera
tion, it is necessary on the one hand to create popular opinion 
in favour of copoperation, for in a responsible Government the 
ministers must be responsive to popular opinion-on the other 
hand, it is equally necessary that the officials should so conduct 
themselves as to make proper c~operation feasible and possible~ 

THE ·EuRoPEAN CoMMUNITY. 

The European community generally were adverse to the 
Reform proposals and subjected them to severe and as we think 
sometimes extrava<Yant criticism. But now that the verdict of 

0 . 

both Houses of Parliament has been pronounced in no uncertain 
voice in favour of the new Act and now that the Government 
.of India has pledged its loyal co-operation to make it a success~ 
may we not hope that, as practical' men, they will let bye·gones· 
be bye-gones a~d co-operate. with us Indians 'in shouldering the 
new re:;ponsibilities and thus ensure its success. Let. us re
member that in the constructive work of' nation building, mere 
politics wili not lead us on to the promised land. The impor
tance of politics cannot indeed be over-estimated. But party 
politics should not be allowed to interfere with the practical 
problems in the nation's onward march in the paths of indus~ 
trial and economic development. We must not allow the 
science of economics and commerce to degenerate into a game 
.of party politics. In the past, there has been too much ten
dency in this direction, both amongst the British and the 
Indian, with the result that India has suffere<I herself to be 
€xploited by foreign nations to the common detriment of Great 
Britain and India. ·In industrial matters who can help us 
more than the Britishers in India 1 And in c~operating with 
us in this matter will they not be advancing their own 
interests also ? 

IMMEDIATE wORK BEFORE us. 

. Gentlemen, we must not forget that strenuous and arduous 
work is still before us. And whilst we are justified in wel"'! 
coming the great measure which has been passed into law, we 
must fully realise that we have got only the frame-work before 
us ; the edifice is not yet complete. We must render such 
assistance as lies in our power to complete it. 

Important rules and regulations have got to be framed yet •. 
We must not spare ourselves in securing that they should 
acco~d wi:h the spirit of the Act. 1\lay I not suggest for your 
~ons1derat1on the formation of a committee of our own which 
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Another subject of gr~at· importance is th~ ~adjustment of_~ 
financial arrangements in connectjoQ with. which it is reported: 
Lord Meston is coming out to Inqia at a~- early date ... In this. 
matter also we should assume a .watchf~( atti~qde an~ offer our~ 
services to the authorities. ~ It may become necessaryfor~ us t()· 
consider whether. it ·would not .. be advisable for us to send a~· ' . - . . 

small deputation again to England when· the rules and. regula-" 
tions have been fin~lly settled and the fi.nan~ial .arrangements 
finally adjusted by the Government of India, 

DEFENCE. oF THE CoUNTRY : Oua DuTY. 

The·r~ is another topi~ which I desire with your leave t(): 
touch upon. If we are to participate in the fruits of freedom · 
and aspire to the position of partnership in • the British Empire,. 
we must learn to bear the burden and responsibilities which J 

freedom imposes, viz., of defending one's own country .. It is. 
not fair and just to claim that England should undertake ~he. 
defence ofthis country whilst we shall enjoy the powers and 
privileges of free and equal citizenship to which we are aspiring. 
We should therefore prepare ourselves gradually for this task 
and to that end direct our energies. If it is possible to do so, 
I hope the Conference will tak'e. up this. matter and make its· 
suggestions to the Gover~men t. 

THE PuNJAB AFFAIR. 

. Let me now proceed to a topic whic~ looms large . on the · 
public view. Whilst we must await the Report of the Hunter , 
Committee, and we have no reasons to think that it will not 
~orne to a just verdict on the various. q-uestions· th~t a~ait it~: 
decisi~ns, 'Ye cannot remain u.nmoved by the. disclos~~es ~f the . 
proceedings of some of the. offici9.ls. cha~ged · with she main~: 
terrance of law and order, e. g., as those of Gene~al Dyer ~nd. 
Colonel Frank J o?n~on. Such ac~~ must arouse as indeed they 
have done both in India as well as in England a sense of uni
versal surprise and . indignation. W c ,have co11dt;3mned before 
now the murders · of Bank managers and . other_ crimes ·com":": 
mitted in the Punjab and elsewhere. :N' othing c~n palliate .. ) 
these crimes, and such acts must ~lways pe p:u.t'"dqwn with a.z 
strong hand .. We.convey to the bereav~<lrelatives our~deep~st:; 
sympathy and we .d:eplore that these Qutr~ges .s):wuld have; 
been committed by Indian hands. But· it is necessary at the 
sam~ time to express our sense of: ,deep indignation that we 
feel at the conduct of some of the- officials concerned .. : I desire.· 
on your behalf to extend· to the.. people of;_ the Punjab in their~ 
affliction. our deepest sympathy. and :to .. :convey to.them 'theo 
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expression or our firm tesolution to stand by them and to 
co-operate .with them in any reasonable measures that may be 
determined upon at the proper time to prevent 8 requrrence of 
events. such as those we have witnessed. We regret the deci
sion of the All-India Congress Sub-Committee not to place 
before the Hunter Committee valuable evidence which it had 
taken great pains to collect and for which the thanks of all of 
us are due to it. Its decision has deprived the Hunter 
Committee of materials which would have been. helpful to it i~ 
settling the grave issues concerned. 

We cannot but also regret the decision of the Punjab 
Government not to release some. of the Punjab leaders now in 
prison during the sittings of the Committee in the Punjab~ 
We are grateful to His Excellency that he has already set free 
the Punjab·leaders. 

WoRK or ~HE MoDERATE DEPUTATION. 

I have already mentioned in general terms the great ser:. 
vices which the Moderate dep~ tation rendered to the cause of 
the Reforms. It also tried to secure for the Punjab 8 search
ing public enquiry over the Punjab affairs and a general 
amnesty to political pri~oners. It succeeded in its efforts with 
regard to the first immediately. The second object which it 
had in view has now been attained through Royal clemency . 

. More than 12 years ago the great Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
in his memorable speech at Allahabad observed as follows :-

"1 recognise no limits to my aspirations for my motherland. 
I want our people to be in their own country what other people 
are in theirs. I want our men and women without distinc~ 
tion of caste or creed to have opportunities to grow to. t~e full 
height of their stature, unhampered by cramping and unnatural 
restrictions. I want India to take her proper· place among the 
great nations of the.world, politically, industrially, in religion. 
in literature, in science and in arts. I want all this and feel at 
the same time that the whole of this aspiration can in its 
essence and in its reality be realised within the Empire." 

OuR lhTnons. 

This indeed is a noble idea which will appeal to the hearts 
of all patriotic Indians. The impatient .idealists who doubted 
those prophetic words of wisdom of one of India's greatest sops 
declaring that within the. British Empire and by constitutionai 
methods we can attain to the full height of our stature must 
atand discredited to-day. The great ideal of the illustrious 
patriot has now been placed on the road to. realizatio!l by the 
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new Reform Act and the . ProClamation of our Gracious Sove• 
reign. . Step by step and stage by stage we shall develop those 
qualities and those gifts which are ours and which will make 
us the equal citiz.ens of the greatest Empire of the iJVOrld. 

It now rests with us to make or mar our future. If by solid J 

work we can ensure the successful administration of the depart~ 
ments that will be committed ·to us, is it conceivable tha~ 
England can ever forget her duty to us 1 What have beeq 
her past traditions 1 England throughout her long and gloriou~ 
history has always been the champion of freedom and the 
protector of oppressed nationalities. England supported Italy 
in her struggle for unity and independence. Englishmen shed 
:their blood to secure for Greece her long lost freedom. Look 
upon more modern events and more recent times. The Boers 
were crushed in their struggl'e against England. The two 
South African Republics lay prostrate at the feet of Britain. 
What was her conduct 1 She wiped from their brow the 
stigma of defeat and gave them self-government and ample has 
been England's reward. Rebellious foes have been converted 
into staunch supporters of her imperial system. And finally 
remember what she did for Belgium. To be a component part 
of the Empire of which England is the centre seems to me to 
be the guarantee of our progressive advance to the full measure. 
of that imperial citizenship of which civic freedom is the watch-:
word. If we secure such freedom in association with the 
British Empire it will rest on a rock of adamant impervious to 
the ravages of time and vicissitudes of fortune. 

But it is obvious that the glowing prospect which I have 
presented is possible of attainment only on one .condition, 
namely, that we do qualify ourselves to the ·fullest extent by 
our patriotism, by our self-sacrifice, by our self-restraint and by 
our moderation. We must now address ourselves to real solid 
hard work in which the spirit of co-operation shall be the 
predoininent note. We must vindicate our capacity by deeds 
and not by words. l!..,or the next ten years we shall be on our 
trial. The eyes of the whole world will be on us, and we shall 
be tested not by our powers of agitation but' by our capacity 
for work and let me say this, that if we of the Moderate Party 
£nd that we have come out of the ordeal satisfactorily and that 
yet a further stage is delayed or unreasonably postponed we 
shall be the first to lead the agitation by all the constitutional . 
methods that may be opEm to us for the attainment of what 
has been promised and what constitutes our right. ,We shall 
not flinch or falter but lead th~ vanguard in this noble task. 
But I have no doubts in my mind. England, · true to herself, 
will redeem her pledges and lead us on · to the . full measure of 
seltctovernment · 

Once again I accord you a hearty -welcome and invite you 
to elect your President. 
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The Hon. Mr.· Surendranath · Bannerjea 'said:....:.. 

I am charged by the organisers of this COI!ference to lay before 
you a Resolution which I am surt) will be received by you with 
unanimity and t>nthusiasm. I ·beg to propose that Sir Siva-· 
swamy Aiyer be elected president of the conference. Sir Siva .. 
swamy does not come ·to us as a stranger. He is not un· 
known to the public life of lndia. His has been a recqrd-a. 
brilliant record of public services which have won for him the 
affectionate gratitude of his countrymen and the unstinted 
love and esteem of all who have watched his career. He is 
8,nd has been a lawyer. It has been said by a great author 
that the profession of the law exercises: a narrow, cramping 
illiberalif'ing influence upon the human mind. Against it is to 
be said the fact that the members of the legal profession in 
many countries, in France, in Italy and notably in America, 
have formed the vanguard of all public movements fo~ 

I 

the emancipation of the communities concerned and the expan-
sion of the bounds of hu~an freedom. However that 
may be Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer is not a mere lawyer .. He 
is something better and higher than that. In ari. a.dminis~ 

trative capacity he has been associated with a profession, 
the noblest to which the mind of man can address itself,. the 
profession of education. He was the first elected Indian 
Member of the Senate of the University of Madras. His inter
est in educational problems was so keen, his grasp of them so 
firm, his treatment of them so statesmanlike that he was 
appointed Vice Chancellor of the Madras University. He held 
the same position the other day in connection with the U ni
versity of Benares. But his activities have been varied and 
many-sided. After the lamented death of Krisnaswamy. 
Aiyer, one of the foremost of our public men, he was appoin
ted his successor in the Executive Council of the Government 
of Madras, the office of which he filled with credit and distinc- · 
tion. Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer's record of official work is now 
closed, but he has now employed himself in another, ·a.nd I 
might say higher capacity. He is the brain of the Liberal or 
Moderate party in Madras and he is its trusted guide. We 
look to him to place that party on a footing which will make 
it active, virile and militant in its work of organisation and 
propaganda. 

OuRs, SIR, IS A GRoWING PARTY. 

Ours is no longer a voice like that of one crying in the 
wilderness. It is now resonant with the note of triumph 
achieved in a cause . pregnant with vast potentialities to the 
motherland. We of the :Moderate party claim that we have 
saved the Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme from being wrecked by 
wild extravagance and senseless criticism. The eountry is 
veering round to our views. There are tides in human affairs, 
says the greatest master singer of human nature, which taken at 
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the flood leads on to fortune. OM . of these tides has set in 
our favor with an irresistible .current. We must make the best: 
of the situation. We can make or .mar the future of our party. 
and of our country. At such a time ~,tmid· prosp~cts so cheering 
which ·may, however, be darkened at any moment by reckless 
ness or extravagance, we need the guidance, the wise, careful 
and statesmanlike guidance of a leader. like Sir Sivaswamy 
Aiyer: Therefore, Sir,. we acclaim him with enthusiasm as 
the President of our Conference. I beg that · the proposition 
may be carried by acclamation. 

Mr. G. K. Parekh :-I wholeheartedly suppo~t the Resolu~ 
tion which has been so ably placed before you by my friend 
the Hon. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea. He has so ably 
stated to you so many facts in favour of it that it would be 
useless for me to talk to you any further and I commend the 
resolution to your unanimous acceptance. 

Sir Gangae1har Chitnavis :-After all that has been said 
I will only. mention this that the Conference will welcome 
the election of Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer with univ~rsal satisfac
tion. Sir Sivaswamy has rendered many public services which 
have won him the esteem of everyone in this country. I am 
perfectly satisfied that his occupation of the Presidential 
Chair will give widespread satisfaction 

The Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru :-After the eloquent 
words in which our. distingushed leader the Hon. Mr. Suren
dranath Bannerjea hM coinmen.ded this re~olution to you, I 
think it would be a sheer waste of time on my part to say one· 
word more. I will however beg leave to associate myself most 
heartily in the tribute which he has paid to the President 
this afternoon. However Sir Sivaswamy Aiyer has been iDJ 
the vanguard of our national progress in the Madras Presi-· 
dency. He has held positions of trust and responsibility. I 
wish also on this occasion to enter an emphatic protest 
against the insinuations made by Mr.. Bannerjea against the 
profession of law to which both I and the Presidant belong
(laughter). Whatever department of activity you may take,_ 
you will find that the lawyers have always rendered a good 
account of themselves. I am proud to think that on this. 
occasion a former advocate general of the Madras High Court 
has been called upon to give ug a lead and a clear lead. With 
these few words I have much pleasure in supporting the reso
lution. 

Mr. Ajit Prasad Singh ·and Mr. .Mahhubal . Haqu&; 
both formally supported the Resolution which ·Was put.to tha 
vote and carried unanimously. 

The Sellretary Rev. B. A. Sag then read numerous letters. 
and telegrams from gentlemen who were unable to attend the. 

"' 
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Conference. The :Maharaja of Durbhanga, the Nawab of Dacca, 
the Hon. Mr. l.Iudholkar, Sir Rash Behari Ghose, Sir B. K. 
Bose, Nawab A. F. :M. Abdur Rahman, Rai Baikuntha Nath 
Sen Bahadur, Babu Ambica Charan ltiazumdar, Babu Kali 
Pada Ghose, Mr. lL B. Dadabhoy and Hakim Habibar 
Rahaman Khan of Dacca were amongst those who were unable 
to attend the conference on account of ill·health. The Ron .. 
Mr. Srinivasa Sastri and Mr. C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer regret
ted their absence on Tuesday but expected to attend the Con
ference on Wednesday . .Mr. R. K. Malaviya, son of Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, regretted his absence owing to his 

being detained at Amritsar. 

Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer, the President, then The Presidential 
Address. 

addressed the Conference. He said :-

FELLOW-DELEGATES AND GENTLEMEN, 

Let me thank you most heartily for the high honour you 
have conferred upon me by requesting me to preside at the 
second sessiorl of the All-India Conference of the :Moderate 
party. On ~he eve of the momentous political changes which 
are to be initiated in the country, I cannot help wishing that · 
your choice had fallen on some one more worthy of the high 
office which you have called upon me to assume. When I look 
back over the roll of the great men who have adorned the 
presidential chair of the Congress, when I remember that at 
the first session of the Moderate Conference the chair was 
occupied by no less a person than our distinguished country-

. man and veteran political leader Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea 
and when I realise that we are meeting to-day in a city whose 
position as the intellectual capital of ~he Empire. and M th~ 
great· centre of learning, culture and oratory has remained 
unshaken by the transfer of the seat of Government, I am 
overwhelmed with a sense of my own deficiencies ; and if I am 
found unequal to the responsibilities of my task. I hope you 
will extend a generous measure of indulgence to my short
comings. 

Sir P. S. Siva
swamy Aiyer. 

When the Conference met last year, the great war which 
had been devastating the world for four years and more had 
taken a decisive turn in favour of the Allies and the armistiue 
was in sight. Since then the war has come to an end, peace 
h~s been concluded with the central powers and the cause of 
liberty, humanity and nationality for which the Allies were 
pouring out their blood and treasure has been gloriously 
vindicated. The idea of a League of Nations which when it 
was first adumbrated by President Wilson was receive!~ with 
considerable scepticism, has now materiali~ed and become an 
established fa:lt. Though the peace treaty has not yet been 
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ratified by America, it is not unreasonable to hope that she 
will soon do so and help to lay the foundations of . the peace of 
the world on a permanent basis. We are proud to reflect that 
by the loyalty and co-operation of her princes and peoples · in 
the hour of the Empire's trial, and by the prowess and devo
tion of her armies in various arenas of the war, the claim of
India to a share in the counsels of the Imperial war cabinet· 
and War conference has secured recognition, that she has, been 
represented at these deliberations by our distinguished country· 
men, His Highness the Maharajah of Bikaner, and Lord Sinha, 
and that she has been accorded a position of equality with the 
other great dominions of the Empire in the Peace Conference 
and admitted as an original member of the League of Nations. 
Though the strain and anxiety of the war are over, .the world 
has not yet returned to nortnal conditions and is now in · the 
throes of birth of a new order of things, of a reconstruction of 
the whole scheme of life, political, industrial and social. The 
Montagu-Chelmsford Report on Indian Constitutional 
Reforms was the subject of heated'discussion at the time of 
our first conference. The Government of India ·Bill which· was 
introduced into Parliament· six · months ago· ha's just been : 
placed on the Statute Book and we have· met to celebrate 
with heart-felt rejoicing the auspicious event which has started 
India on the path of Self-Government· and is destined within. 
a measurable period of time· to· lead her ·to the· goal of full· 
responsible government. Our profound ·gratitude is due to all 
who have laboured to this end, . to . the authors of the Joint 
Report, to the: members of the various deputations, who at 
great personal sacrifice ·went to· England and placed the views ' 
of their respective constituents bef~re the Joint Committee and . 
especially the Members of the Moderate Deputation headed by · 
our leader, Mr: Surendranath Bannerjea; to the members. of the 
Joint Committee, who conscientiously endeavoured to remove the· · 
defects in the original Bill, to Mr. Montagu for his statesman
like grasp of the situation, his fervid· sympathy with · Indian · 
aspirations and 'his wonderful tact, persistency and powers of 
Parliamentary management and last but not least to our.illus
trious countryman Lord Sinha for his wise patriotism, skilful 
advocacy and devoted labours at the expense of health and 
under the weight of domestic calamity. The whole of India 
has cause to be proud of the services of Lord Sinha. No Secre
tary of State for India will have a more abiding place· in the 
affections and gratitude of the people of India than Mr.' M 6ntagu. 
Our thanks are also due to the members of the, Cabinet, 
who realising the importance ofthe measure decided to push it 
through without delay, to the members·of the ·Labour party for 
their strong support, and to both Houses of Pa:diamimt 'for their· · 
genuine, if cautious, sympathy :with the claims of India. We 
have. been deeply moved by the gracious and· soul-stirring· 
Proclamation of His Majesty the King-Emperor whose abiding 
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sympathy has ever been a source of encouragement to us and The Presidential 
Address. 

whose message of exhortation will be an inspiration to all to the 
fulfilment of his wishes.· India is profoundly grateful to His Sir P. S. Siva
.Majesty for the exercise of his Royal Clemency and for his swamy Aiyer. 
desire to inaugurate the Reforms in an atmosphere of general 
good-will and harmony. 

When at the first conference we expressed our opinion of 
the scheme embodied in the lfontagu-Chelmsford report, we 
pointed out modifications and improvements which, in our 
opinion, were needed in the Bill. Many of the defects pointed 
out have been removed and several of our suggestions have 
been carried out. One important suggestion· which we made 
related tb the simultaneous introduction of the principle 
of diarchy in a limited sphere of the central govern
ment and it is a matter for regret that the Joint Committee and 
the Cabinet could not see their way to the adoption of this 
suggestion ; but there can be no doubt that in spite of the 
refusal of Parliament to introduce the principle of division of 
functions in the central government, the measure now passed is 
a substantial fulfilment of the pledges contained in the declara
tiQn of the 20th of August, 1917. It is now desirable to make a 
brief survey. of the provisions of the Statute and see how far it 
is an advance upon the present constitution and to what extent 
the p~oposals in the Congress-l\foslem League have been 
adopted. 

St'RVEY OF THE REFORMS. 

Taking. the constitution of the provincial government first, 
the strength of the Legislative Council has been expanded, the 
proportion of the elected element being raised to 70 per cent_ 
and that of the official element restricted to 20 per cent. . The 
franchise has been greatly lowered and widened and provision 
is to be made on a larger scale than originally intended for the 
rural population and for the urban wage-earning class. The 
representation proposed for the depressed classes is to be 
enlarged. . Except the first President of the Council who. is to 
be appointed by the Governor, the presidents and deputy presi
dents • of the Legislative ~ Council are to be· elected by 
the · Council itself. The proposal for a Grand Committee 
and for legislation by recourse to the certification procedure 
has been discarded · and provision is made for necessary 
legislation on. reserved subjects which may be refused 
by the Legislative Council by empowering the Governor · 
to act on his own responsibility without recourse to the faliCe of 
the official bloc. In cases where the Governor so acts on his 

-own responsibility, the Governor-General has ordinarily to 
reserve the enactment for His Majesty's pleasure, who will be 

· guided by the Secretary of State acting on the advice of a 
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Standing Committee of Parliament. The system of separate· 
purses for the reserved and transferred departments has been 
negatived and excepting certain items· of fixed charges, all 
proposals for expenditure will be submitted to the vote of the: 
Council in the form of demands for grants. In cases where the 
Council refuses to. vote for the necessary expenditure on a re-- J 

served subject, it is open to the Governor to retain the allot
ment, if he considers it essential for the discharge of his res
ponsibility for the reserved subject. This must be admitted to 
be a necessary corollary from the principle of diarchy, but it is 
seldom likely that the Governor will exercise his power in oppo
sition to the reasonable wishes of the Council. If it is remem
bered that there is an Indian element in the Executive Council 
and that the ministers will be consulted on important matters like
the framing of the budget, it will be readily realised what great 
scope there is for influencing the proposals of the Governor in 
Council ·in regard to reserved subjects. In the Executive, 
Council the Indian element will be equal in strength to the non
Indian. The ministers in charge of the transferred departments 
will be responsible to the Council from the start and will have· 
the same status as the Councillors. 

In the Government of India the strength of the Legislati;e. 
Assembly will be enlarged and provision will be made for direct 
election. The elected element is fixed at a minimum of five-· 
sevenths and of the remaining two-sevenths at least one-third 
is to consist of non-officials. Except the first president who
will be appointed by the Governor-General, the presidents and 
vice-presidents will be elected by ~he Assembly. The Council 
of State is to be radically altered in character and converted 
into a true revising chamber of which not more than a-third 
will be offici<tls. Any affirmative legislation required by the 
Governor-General in Council which either legislative chamber· 
refuses to pass can be passed by the Governor-General on his 
own responsibility in a straightforward fashion, if he certifies 
that it is essential for the safety, . tranquility or interests . of 
British India. In such cases the Governor-General has
ordinarily to reserve the enactment for His Majesty's pleasure, · 
who will be guided by the Secretary of State acting on the
advice of the Standing Committee of Parliament. The only 
exception to this procedure is in cases of emergency calling for
immediate action in the opinion of the Governor-General, but 
in .such cases the act will be subject to disallowance by His 
Majesty in Council. In the Executive Council of the Governor
General the Joint Committee recommends that not less than 
three members of the Executive Council should be Indians. . . 
Though the Joint Committee disclaim any intention of intro· 
ducing any measure of responsible government into the central 
administration and thou<Yh the Governor-General in Council 

0 

has therefore got the power to restore the allotment made by 
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the Government of India, all proposals for expenditure with 
some exceptions like military, political and ecclesiastical charges 
and moneys required for the service of loans have to be submit
ted to the Legislative Assembly and its votes taken on the 
demands for grants. 

Turning to the home administration of Indian affairs, all 
the charges of the India office other than agency charges are 
recommended to be placed on the British estimates. The 
minimum and maximum of the Council are fixed at 8 and 12 
and the introduction of more Indians is recommended. The 
most important recommendation of. the Joint Committee in' 
connection with the control of the Secretary of. State is that 
a convention of non-interference should be established in all 
matters of purely Indian inte'rest, wherever the Government 
of India and the legislature may be in agreement. This provi
sion will pave the way for the growth of the fiscal· autonomy 
of India which has been the subject of demand by all classes 
of politicians. The Statutory Commission which is to come 
into existence after the expiry of 10 years is empowered to 
examine not merely into the working of responsible Govern
ment in the provincial sphere but also to inquire into the 
working of the Government of India. The Committee have 
recommended the creation of a Standing Joint Committee of 
both Houses of Parliament with advisory functions by whose . 
advice the Secretary of State will be guided in his approval of 
legislation or rules which may be sent" up to him by the 
Government of India. 

CoNGREss DEMANDS. 

Comparing these provisions with the substance of the pro-
. posals made by the Congress, it will be seen that in some 
respects, as in regard to the removability of the executive, they 
are a great improvement on those proposals and that the only 
important matters in which the proposals of the Congress have 
been departed from are (1) the omission to grant full provincial 
autonomy, (2) the omission to introduce the principle of diarchy 
in the Government of India, (3) the ommission to give a 
Rlatutory guarantee that full responsible Government shall be 
established in the whole of British India within a ptlriod of 
15 years and (4} the omission to provide for a declaration of 
rights. With regard to the demand for a declaration of rights, 
it may be pointed out that any such declaration is unknown to 
the British constitution, that the proper line of progress is in 
the direction of the development of the powers of the Indian 
legislature and the introduction of the responsibility of the 
c.entral government" towards the Indian legislature and that 
the enactment of a fundamental law by a superior authority 
restricting the powers of the Indian legislature is inconsistent 
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with the true goal and bound to be embarrassing in practice. 
Under the new constitution the central government will,. by 
influence, if not control, be daily brought more and more into 
consonance with the wishes of the pubiic ; exceptional or 
discriminative legislation is bound to disappear ; and the obliga
tion which will be imposed on the Secretary of State by 
convention to consult the Standing Joint Committee will prove 
a most valuable safeguard against any improper encroachment 
of the liberty of the subject. 

DECIDED ADVANCE oN ·raE PRESENT. 

Taking the Act as now passed, is it not obvious that it 
represents a decided advance upon existing conditions and that 
it gives us great opportunities for acquiring a practical know
ledge of the art of responsible government. The act provides 
for a ten years' period of apprenticeship in the provincial ad
ministration and is only intended as a transitional measure. 
In spite of the fact that it has fallen short of the demands of 
the Congress, it must be conceded that it provides in the lang
uage of the Joint Committee "a generous measure of opportu
nity of learning the actual business of the government and of 
demonstrating by our conduct of the administration to the first 
statutory commission that the time has come for further exten
sions of power." If we remember the conditions under which 
the scheme has been carried through and the fact that a 
Coalition GovernmeNt representing different parties and shades 
of opinion has been in power all the time, we shall be able to 
realise the difficulties with which Mr. Montagu had to contend 
and the statesmanship which he ·has brought to bear upon the 
elaboration of a mea.sure acceptable to all parties and upon 
steering it through a Parliament which included conservative 
and reactionary elements opposed to any bold or venturesome 
experiment. It would have been quite easy to frame an ideally· 
perfect scheme which would meet the largest demands of the 
Congress; but the scheme would have h~d no chance of passing 
through mid the fulfilment of our aspirations would have been 
indefinitely delayed, if not retarded. It was the height of 
political sagacity on Mr. Montagu's part to have percieved how 
far he could carry the government and Parliament with him 
and frame his proposals in accordance with his practical limita
tions. 

RECEPTION BY EXTREMISTS. 

While the reforms call for the largest measure of grateful 
appreciation, they have been hailed by several extremist organs 
and leaders with expressions of unmitigated contempt and dis
satisfaction. I shall give a few instances :-Speaking of the 
recommendations of the Joint ·Committee the 'Independent' of 
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Allahabad described them as "a colossal sham calculated to per
petuate our unmitigated probation under the British Rule as 
the hewers of wood and drawers of water. They do not vouch
safe a particle of hope and they fail to transfer an iota of real 
responsibility to the people of India." The leader of the Con
gress deputation from :hladras expressed the hope that ''the 
people of India would with one voice vote against the reform 
~'3cheme at the next meeting of the Indian National Congress." 
He observed that "Indians required no training in the art of· 
government, that the bill was not an improvement on the exis
ting state of things and that if it did anything, it increased 
the powers of the autocracy." 'rhe President of the Nationalists' 
Conference recently held at Madras remarked that "it would not 
be a national disaster, if by the mutations of party-conflict in 
the House of Commons the present Cabinet went down and 
with it the present Reform Bill." You will remember the des
cription of the bill as "a little thing" by the Congress Secretary 
in England. Persons who do not regard the measure as going 
sufficiently far may be entitled to ask for further concessions, 
but there is neither justification nor need for belittling what 
has been granted. Inability to perceive the merits of the 

.scheme can only be ascribed to intellectual obliquity. 

OPINIONS oF CoMPETENT JUDGES. 

Let us now turn to the views expressed by some of our 
-sincere friends and well-wishers in England and by distinguished 
Indians whose patriotism and judgment are beyond all question, 
Lord Carmichael, Lord Crewe, Lord Clwyd, Lord Islington, 
Sir :M:ichrel Sadler, Sir Stanley Reed, Sir J. D. Rees, Mr. 
Bennett, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, }!r. Polak, His Highness 
the Aga Khan, Lord Sinha, Sir Sankara,n Nair, Sir M. Vis
veswarayya, Sir P. D. Pattani and Mr. Basu. They all consider 
that appreciation of the present measure of refor~ and an 
honest endeavour on our part to co-operate in the successful 
carrying out of the first instalment of responsible government 
would go a great way to convince the British people of the 
..desirability and expediency of granting a greater measure ·of 
responsible government. Major Ormsby Gore considers the 
revised reform bill as the most remarkable and epoch-making 
a,dvance ever made at one bound in the history of British 
India. Our extremist friends attach more weiaht to the 

0 

-()pinions of Labour Leaders than to those of any other party 
in England. :Mr. Ben Spoor has expressed the opinion that 
·it is important that the Bill should become law without 
further delay. In the face of the unanimous advice expressed 
by ~ho$e who are best entitled to pronounce an opinion, it is 
idle to suppo.se that any further concessions could have been 
·ob~ined from Parliament at this ju:acture or that the postpone
lnent or abandonment of the Bill would have been of no conse-
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quence to this country. The fact that the reforms have been· 
possed by a Coalition Government is an advantage to this. 
country rather than otherwise, for, the members of every party 
have given their support to the policy adpoted in the Bill and 
it will not be possible for any party to repudiate the policy· 
hereafter on the ground that it was adopted against their- J 

wishes. It is imagined by our extremist friends that if the bill 
. had been thrown out, the Labour Party would soon come into 
power and introduce a much more spacious measure of Reform 
and grant India all that she asks for. But, is not this belief 
based upon a number of assumptions of a very unreliable 
character 1 Is it known when the next election will come off, 
or when the Labour Party will come into power 1 Even if 
they do come into power, is there any certainty that they wil1 
not be too preoccupied with their own domestic questions to· 
devote their attention to Indian Reforms 1 And even if they 
were willing to do so, do we know that any measure introduced 
by them will successfully run the. gauntlet of the House of 
Lords or that if it fails to do so, the Labour Party will be pre
pared to make it a party issue and appeal to the country on it 
and, return to power 1 Instead of making these wild calcula
tions, is it not prudent in the interests of the country to accept 
with gratitude the first generous instalment of reform and 
devote our efforts to the successful working of the scheme, so. 
that we may be able to convince the Parliament and the first 
Statutory Commission that we haYe not merely the capacity for 
self-government but that we have acquired the necessary train
ing. Remember that there is nothing in the Bill to prevent 
the transfer of · additional subjects within the ten years., 
period of training. Even the Delhi Congress was willing to· 
leave the departments of law, police and justice for a period of 
six years as reserved subjects in the hands of the Executive 
Government. Can it be said that a period of apprenticeship 
in the art of responsible administration is really unnecessary ? 
Self-assertion however loud or persistent does not auiount to· 
training. We, of the Moderate Party, do not hold the view 
that because it has taken centuries of political experience for 
Englishmen to acquire their present constitution, we must go 
through the same period of training. The world is now moving
much quicker and it is because statesmen in England have 
recognised it, that they propose a short course of apprenticeship 
for a decade or two to acquire the necessary training. The· 
success of any scheme of democratic government does .not 
merely depend upon the fitness of a number of gifted individuals 
but involves the education and training of the electorate. · 
There is an immense field of constructive work before us, more 
than enough to occupy all our energies and if we only turn our· 
attention to the constructive task that lies before us .and work 
for the success of the Reforms, we need have no fears that. 
the next instalment will be delayed by the British Nation . 

. ' 
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The succes~ of the scheme requires the fullest co"'()peration 
between the people and the government with mutual good-will 
a~d forbearance and a spirit of· compromise and conciliation. 
On the last occasion our veteran leader, lir. Surendranath 
Banerjea, dealt with the events which led to the split between 
us and the party now in the ascendant in the Congress. It is 
not necessary for me now to go over that ground again. Let 
me briefly advert to the differences which have emerged 
between the two parties. As ah·eady pointed out; we regard 
the Reform Act as a substantial .advance in the direction of 
responsible government, while the ·other party looks upon it as 
altogether disappointing and unsatisfactory. The next instal
ment of reform is, in our opinion, to be won by whole-heartedly 
working for the success· of the new scheme and endeavouring to 
make the best of its merits and opportunities rather than hy 
agitation. The practical demonstration of our fitness by actual 
work will be a far more effective means of attaining the end 
than incessant agitation, which will have the effect of diverting . 
the energies of the people from action to talking. Believing that 
the fullest co-operation between the two halves of the govern
ment is necessary for the success of the principle of diarchy, 
our policy is to co-operate with the government and support 
them in all measures for the good of the people and to criticise 
them without flinching whenever their measures require to be 
opposed. While stoutly opposing all improper measures of 
repressive legislation, we shall not seek to fetter the powers of 
the Indian legislature. We recognize no antagonism between 
the interests of reserved and transferred departments and con· 
sider the maintenance of all these departments in efficiency as 
necessary for the well-being of the State. There is no subject 
of administration, whether reserved or transferred, in which the 
people are not intereste·d and our attitude towards the budget 
proposals will be determined by a comprehensive view of 
the requirements of all departments in the interests of the 
public and of orderly progress. While endeavouring to get 
rid of any defects in the reconstructed machinery which 
experience may disclose, it will not be our· aim to exploit the 
defects for the purpose of wrecking the scheme or creating a 
dead-lock in the hope of Parliament coming to our rescue and 
granting us full autonomy. While the pursuit of ideals by the · 
members of the other party seems little likely to be tempered 
by a perception of practical limitations and hard facts, ours 
will be a practial idealism based upon a knowledge of existing 
conditions, a sense of proportion and p~rspective and a com
prehensive view of progress in all directions. It will be 
our endeavour to consolidate our gains so that our march to 
the fiaal goal may be firm and sure and we may not lose the 
ground we are about to occupy. While it would be hazardous 

• 
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to prophesy about the future of parties under untried condi. 
tions, it is hardly likely that the differences of opinion which 
have emerged between the two parties in connection with the 
Reform Scheme will disappear shortly. Nor is this tendency 
towards the formation of distinct parties a matter for regr~t; 
so long ·as party organizations are based upon principles and n<:>t 
upon ill-will· and ranc~ur between persons and classes. One 
may go the length of saying that sound party organizations 
are an indispensable condition of healthy political life and 
especially so in the working of any constitution based upon the 
British model. So long as the people had no voice in the 
administration and it was only a question of wresting privileges 
from the bureaucracy, the policy of a ':lntied front was indis
pensable. But it is less so, when responsibility for adminstra· 
tion has to be assumed by the people, and differences spring up 
as to aims and methods and it 'serves no purpose to conceal 
radical differences of opinion and maintain the semblance of a 
single political organization when its capacity for action must 
necessarily be impaired by lack of agreement and cohesion 

· among its constituents. As regards our relation with parties 
in Britain, it would be a mistake for us to enter into any 
exclusive alliance with any particular · party, instead of 
cultivating friendly relations with all. 

NOMENCLATURE. 

'fhe name to be adopted by our party is a matter which 
may perhaps be considered here. At the last session of our 
Conference our Pre~ident expressed his· dislike of the term 
tModerate' and suggested the name "the center group of the 
Nationalist party." If I may be allowed to offer a remark, 
it seems too long an expression for the purpose of nomeclature 

.. and the word 'group' is suggestive of an undesirable fissiparous 
tendency. I have no particular predil~ctions. We may call 
ourselves 'Liberals' or 'Progressives' or .'National Liberals' or by 
any other name you like. I would only respectfully suggest 
a much shorter and handier name than the one suggested 
last year. 

THE PuNJAB OccuRRENCES. 

I shall now pass on to a subject which has been engrossing 
the mind of the public even more than the subject of constitu
tional reforms. The disturbances in the Punjab in April last 
and the measures taken by the authorities to deal with them 
attracted the keenest and most wide-spread interest at the 
time. While the acts of lawlessness committed by the mobs 
were duly published at the time; the public were not 
kept equally informed · of the doings of the authorities 
and the nature and· extent of the measures adopted 
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by them in the restoration of order. The mo\"'ements of people 
to and from the Punjab were prohibited or restricted. Accused 
persons were deprived of the services of counsel from outside 
the province. A rigorous censorship was exercised over the 
press and security was demanded from papers which had the 
temerity to publish accounts of the manner in which martial 
law was administered. Such information, however, as leaked 
out and was published sent a thrill of horror over the land. 
While all political organisations expressed their detestation of 
the wanton destruction of life and property and communi
cations and all the other outrages committed by the mobs and 
their approval of all measures reasonably necessary for the 
suppression of disorder, they felt it their duty to condemn the 
excesses of the authorities administering matriallaw and press 
for the prompt withdrawal of martial law. After a delay of 
several months, the promised Committee of Enquiry has been 
appointed and the inquiry has been going on for two months. 
It is to be deeply regretted that the Government should not 
have seen their way to suspend the sentences of the leading 
citizens who were convicted in Lahore and Amritsar and 
enable them to be present when evidence affecting them was 
being given at the inquiry and to give instructions to counsel 
for the cross·examination of the witnesses. It is also un
fortunate that for this reason the Congress Committee to 
whose patriotic labours we owe an ungrudging tribute of praise 
should have decided to withhold their assistance J.rom the 
Committee and let in no evidence on behalf of the people. 
Notwithstanding these disadvantages, the evidence tendered 
by the government and especially the evidence of the European 
-officers who were charged with the duty of restoring order, has 
thrown a flood of light upon the administration of the Punjab 
during those eventful months. The disclosures now made 
have confirmed the worst suspicions of the public as to the 
ruthless and inexcusable barbarity of the administration and 
have created a feelin2' of intense indi<Ynation throu~Yhout the 

~ 0 0 

country. In view of the fact that the inquiry is not yet 
concluded, a considerable measure of reserve is called for in 
expressing an opinion on the matters pending before them. 
It is neither possible, nor desirable at this stage to express any 
opinion as to the causes of the distrubances or as to the neces· 
sity for the employment of military force or for the intt·oduc
tion of martial law ; but the evidence of the European officers 
which has been already taken has made it abundantly clear 
that martial law was continued lon<Y after the necessity for it 0 , 

if any, had ceased, that the means adopted by the military 
authorities to put them down were far in excess of the require
ments of the situation and that the proceedings of the officers 
concerned were not guided by any . considerations of common 
sense, humanity or decency. 'Vhether the disturbances in the 
various localities amounted only to riots or rebellion is a matter 
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which may be left, for the present, · to the decision of the 
Committee. It is well settled that necessity is the sole measure 
of the duration and extent of the force to be employed for 
putting down an insurrection and restoring ord~r and that it 
is only when it is impossible for the ordinary courts of law to 
sit or enforce the execution of their judgments, that martial J 

law can be indulged. There is nothing .to show that except 
perhaps during the few days immediately following the dis~ 
turbances the ordinary civil courts· could not sit. Apart from 
any question of the legality of the ordinance providing for the 
trial of offences by special or martial law tribunals, there was no 
moral justification for the continuance of martial law or for the 
continuance of the special tribunals after the disturbances had · 
been put down. The fact that trial by courts-martial is bound 

. to be quicker or would serve as an example of terror to others 
and help to keep them in due awe and obedience is no justifica~ 
tion whatever for the establishment or continuance of martial 
law. It is also clear that the martial law officers had no right 
to treat contraventions of their own orders. as offences and 
proceed to try and punish people for infringement of their 
orders. Let us turn our eyes to some of the facts disclosed 
in the evidence of the principal European witnesses. The 
wholesale slaughter of hundreds of unarmed men at Jallian 
Walia Bagh without giving the crowd an opportunity to 
disperse, the indifference of General Dyer to the condition of the 
hundred; of people who were wounded in the firing, the firing 
of machine-guns into crowds who had dispersed and taken to 
their heels, the flogging of men in public, the order compell~ 

ing thousands of students to walk 16 miles a day for roll-calls, 
the arrest and detention of 500 students and professors, the 
compelling of school children of 5 to 7. to attend on parade 
to salute the flag, the order imposing upon owners of property 
the responsibility for the safety of the martial law posters 
stuck on their properties, the flogging of a marriage party,. 
the censorship of mails, the closure of the Badshahi mosque 
for six weeks, the arrest and detention of people without any 
substantial reason and especially of people who had rendered 
services to the St~te in connection with the War Fund or 
otherwise, the flogging of six of the biggest boys in the Islamiah 
school simply because they happened to be school boys and to 
be big boys, the construction of an open cage , for the confine
ment of arrested persons, the invention of novel punishments 
like the crawling order, the skipping order and others unkown 
. to any system of law, civil or military, the hand~uffing and 
roping togther of persons and keeping them. in open trucks fol" 
.15 hours, the use of aeroplanes and Lewis guns and the latest 
paraphernalia of scientific warfare against unarmed citizens, 
the taking of hostages and the confiscation and destruction of 
property for the purpose of securing the attendance of absent
ees, the ha.nd-cuffing of Hindus and Muhammadans in pairs 
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with the· object of demonstrating the oonsequences of Hindu
~fusalroan unity:, the cutting off of electric and water supplies 
from Indian houses, the removal .of faris. from Indian houses 
and giving thern for use by Europeans, the commandeering of all 
vehicles owned by Indians and giving them to Europeans for 
use, the feverish disposal of cases with the object of forestalling 
the termination of martial law, are sorne of the many incidents 
of the administration of martiallaw1 which ·created a reign of 
terror in the Punjab and have shocked the public. It is astrange 
feature of the. mental constitution of those military . officers 
that they should have imagined that the steps they took were 
a remedy for the sullenness of the people and a means for pro.. 
moting the popularity of the government. We are naively told 
by . General Sir. William Benyon that instead of being unduly 
severe, the administration erred on the side of leniency and that 
he and Sir Michael 0' Dwyer approved of General Dyer's 
exploit. It is inconceivable that such things can ever happen 
under the name of martial law in England or even in Ireland. 
rrhat they could have happened in India shows the ineptitude 
of the pres,ent system of go~eroment. It is obvious that the 
Government of India must have regarded the opposition to the 
Rowla.tt Bill as a direct challenge of their authority a'nd. as a 
trial of strength between the people and the government and 
that having given their promise of support to the local autho· 
rities, they were prevented by panic and love of prestige from 
listening to the representations of Indian leaders, or making any 
attempt to see things for themselves. It is no wonder that 
the hearts of our people have been stirred by these· doings tG 
their inmost depths. The indecent haste with which th.e Indem
nity. Bill was rushed through the Imperial Council is now in~ 
telligible .. It will also. be clear ho'v wellfounded the objection 
of the people was to the pro'visions of the Row latt Bill which 
entrust the liberties of the subject to the mercy of the executive. 

'Ve do not know what the findings of the Enquiry Commit
tee may be ; but if we may be allowed to voice the wishes 
of the people we should ask, (1) for reparation for all serious 
hardship and suffering caused by unwarranted acts of severity, 
(2) for steps being taken to bring to justie any officials, high or 
low, civil or military, who may be found to have acted un
reasonably and in excess of their powers or authorised such acts, 
{3) for the provision of safeguards against the recurrence of 
~uch thin~s in the future and ( 4) for the abolition of flogging 
m the Ind1an Army. Let us see what reasonable safecruards 
it is possible to suggest. One remedy which may perh~ps be 
thought of is that in dealing with internal outbreaks the civil 
authorities should only invoke the aid of military forces, but 
should not allow the introduction of martial law. This SUO'cres-
t . . 00 

tOn r~USes a very large issue and in ·dew of the incidents of the 
martial law regime in Ireland, Egypt, India and Ceylon may 
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deserve 'consideration, but it seems to me , doubtful' whether it 
is likely to be entertained as apractical proposition. No enact!: 
ment of anyi declaration of rights as suggested by our friend's 
in the Congress can avert. the possibility of. the introduction 
of martial law ; for, by · the very nature of the case martial law J 

is a creature of necessity and transcends all law. Martial law is 
a state of no law where the will of the General who commands 
the army prevails ; but if, as is only too likely, the abolition 
of martial law for the purpose of suppressing internal outbreaks 
is put aside as an impracticable suggestion, we are entitled to 
ask that the constitutional limitations to which its exercise and 
duration are subject according to the opinions of eminent 
English jurists shall be authoritatively set forth either in a statute 
or in a memorandum of instructions to be issued to the Gover
nor-General. It should be made clear that martial law should 
not be introduced, unless it is impossible for the civil courts to 
sit and exercise their functions.. It is further necessary that the 
power of creating new effences , for breach of regulations and 
providing penalties therefor should not be delegated to Military 
Officers and that if courts-martial 'and civil cou~ts are both 
sitting, any person not subject to the Nayal Discipline Act. or 
to Military Law, who is alleged to be guilty of the' contra veil· 
tion of any regulation should be allowed tO" claim to be tried by 
a Civil Court instead of by a Court-Martial. 

The happenings in the Punjab have emphasised the necessity 
for providing that the Indian element.in the Executive Council 
of the Viceroy shall be at least equal to the :European element. 
They point to the urgent need for the cheapening and quickeri .. 
ingpf cable communications with England. They have also 
~emonstrated the evil effects. of a prolonged exodus to the hills 
and the consequent isolatiO"n of the government from the world 
pf humanity beneath! 

PREss AcT. 

The manner in which the Press Act has been administen:ld 
has brought into prominence the necesssity for a revision of it 
~on radical lines. While I am. prepared to concede that the. 
_provisions for security and forfeiture . would serve a useful 
purpose in dealing with sedition and more: 'especially with 
.Bolshevism at our f:r;ontier, I am· inclined to think that the 
.deposit of security should not be demanded .in the first :instance 
'and should be called for. only upon its b.eing .'shown' to the 
satisfaction of a court that the liberty of the press has been: 
~bused. Forfeiture also should. be made consequential upon an 
order of the court to be obtained by. the Local Govern1rient on: 
proof of publication of objectionable matter. · The conditions in 
~he Press Act entailing forfeiture are expressed in sucli wide 
~erms that it has been found th~t the safeguard ofari applicw-
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tion to the High Court is practically ·muso.ry. . A~ am~ndment ndr~~=~ideutia~ 
<>f the Act on the-lines here suggested would remove a k~enly-
felt grievance and is especially_ necessary in view of the need Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer. 
for encouraging the growt~ of a vigorous a~d honest press 
under the new ~ondition~ of admini:stration. 

NATiONAL DEFENCE. 

· Everi more than the subject of~ constitutional reform the 
question ofthe r'e-orgauisation of t.he military syst.em of the 
country is vitally connected with the growth of our nationhood. 
within the em.pire. It is unfortunate that the scope of the 
reference · to the Indian Army Re-organisation Committee 
recently appointed with Lord Esher as its Presiden~ should 
have been so restricted and that it should have included only 
one real representative of Indian public opinion. 'It is als9 ·a 
cruel irony of fate that Sir :Michael O'Dwyer whose repressive 
measures have pro~oked a storm of indignation throughout 
India should not merely be a member but the President of th~ 
Committee during its inquiry in India. For years past we have: 
been asking that the commissioned ranks in the regular 'army 
shall be thrown open to Indians on a liberal scale under condi-' 
tions which will be compatible with . military efficiency. The 
contention that Indians are only fit to be employed as sepoys 
under the leadership of British officers and are not-qualified for 
the highest ranks is too hollow to be put forward \vith any 
show of plausibility. Even under the. existing conditions men 
who have risen from the ranks to Indian corl)miE~sions have 
acquitted themselves with credit. Modern wars are becoming 
mort: and more scientific and a country which does. not employ 
the best brains and talents in its army is bound to go to the 
wall in any conflict with the forces of any of the modern powers. 
One possible objection to the employm~nt of the educated; 

· classes in the army is "tha~ they may use their military . k~ow-.· 
ledge, training and influence against the government. But are 
not the educated classes those who can most clearly realize the· 
manifold advantages of membership of the British Empire and 
has not their loyalty been amply demonstrated by their conduct. 
during the war and by their sincere solicitude for partnership 
within the British Empire ? To adopt the language of .the 
Joint Report, "we believe profoundly that the time has now i 

come when the sheltered. existence which we have enjoyed in' 
India cannot be · prolonged without damage to our national, 
life."- The war has painfully brought home t<) the mind of 
every Indian his military helplessness a~d inutility and has 
quickened the desire for self-reliance for all purpos~s of national 
life.· We wish to have the fullest scope for the cultivation~ or' 
the manly virtues and for attainment of the fullsta~ure of our 
manhood so that we may be abl~ to defend ourselves acrainst 

I:> 

auy external aggression or internal disorder:·. In the words' ~f 
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His :Majesty, the p:rogr~ss of a country -cannot be consutll;matec1 
without the right of h~r people to manage her. affairs and safe-: 
guard he,r .interests .. The defence of India. against foreign 
aggression is a duty,. an· Imperial interest 'and pride.' As a 
preparation for the. goal of respo~sible government which has J 

been definitely announced as the objective of British rule and 
in fulfilment of the pl~dge of increasing association of Indians 
in every branch of the administration we are entitled to demand 
that the policy which 4:ts hitherto guided the administration 
of the army in India shall be changed,· and that the pledges 
contained in the great proclamation of Queen Victoria should. 
be ful£il~d. The continuance of our exclusion from the 
commissio~ed ranks is a slur upon our capacity and loyalty. 
The problem of commissions is stated in the Joint Report to 
bristle with difficulties, the most serious diffioulty probably 
being the one created by the prejudice of Military Officers 
against the possibility of service under Indian officers. But the 
beO'inninO' of an attempt has been made towarC!s breaking down 

0 0 . ' . 

the barrier and let us hope that the change in the angle of vision 
of the British public and of British Statesmen which is alleged .t(} 
have been brought about by comradeship. in arms and by parti-= 
cipation in the perils, hardships and sacrifices of the war may 
overcome the prejudice and opposition of the military authori~ 
ties, and promote a sympathetic view of our aspira~ions .. Our. 
desire to. take. the same part in the military organisation of our. 
qwn country as is enjoyed by the subjects of British colonies 
in theirs will not be satisfied by the grant of commissions alone.; 
'\Ve claim that Indians shall be fr~ely admitted to employment 
in all arms of the defensive organisation of the country including 
the. artillery, the navy and the air-force and that no time should. 
be lost in taking steps for the organisation of a territorial army 
";hich will serve as an auxiliary force to the Indian army. We
do not know anything of the contents of the report which mu~t 
ha\e been presented to · the Imperial Government by Lord 
J ellicoe with reference to the naval defence of India, but costly 
as any scheme of naval d~fepce must be, we shall be prepared 
to cheerfully shoulder our burdens on the condition that the 
Indian section of the navy is manned and officered by Indians. 
The Indians employed on board the mercantile marine have 
given ample proofs of their capacity, pluck, sense of duty and 
discipline and there can be no dubt that we have sufficient. 
material in our sea-faring population for the manning ofnaval 
crews. Knowing as you do how the two young Bengaless who
were admitted into the Royal air force and those who 'were 
sent to the front in various other capacities distinguished them
selves, do you have any reasonable doubt that if the opportuni
ties are given the necessary personnel required for the air service 
will be forthcoming 1 Provision should be made in India for· 
gi,ing the highest standard of instruction in military and 
naval engineering, in the construction and management of air-
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eraft and sub-marines,. in the knowledge of tactics and in. all The· Presidential . M~· 
the techniGal and ~d;ministrative 'subjects required for members 
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· not be readily granted, but we must mak~ up our. minds to carry 

on a strenuous a<Yitation in England till we gain our object. 
. . 0 . 

You will probably have. noticed ·the announcement in the 
papers that the Government of India intend to introduce during 
the next Delhi session of the Viceregal Council a. bill for the 
constitution of an auxiliary force of European subjects .. Is it not 
significant ·that there is no mention of any .intention to introduce 
a similar measure for the voluntary ·training of Indians I ·.We 
must of course recognise that the question 'of universal service 
is for some time to come put out of the pale of practical politics 
by the immensity of our populatiou., but there is Iio reason ·why 
the formation of an auxiliary Indian force on a voluntary basis 
and in sufficiently large numbers and at least on a scale which will 
bear the same proportion to the_ European Auxiliary Force as 
the Indian army bears to the British units in India, should n~t 
be taken in hand. I have heard it said that the response whic~ 
was made in the year 19i7 to the call for voluntary enlistment 
in the Indian Defence Force w~:ts not satisfactory. This is: not 
the time or' place to go into the history of this question; nor 
am I in :a position to speak with reference to the response in 
the other provh}.ces, but having been connected with recruit
ment to the Indian branch of the Indian Defence Force in the 
Madras Presidency I am in a position to contradict, so far as 
Madras is concerned, the statements that have appeared in·the 
Viceregal Legislative Council and in influential journals on this 
subject. Notwithstanding the fact that the Indian section was 
treated as the Cinderella of the Indian Defence Force and the 
numerous difficulties we had to contend. against, the establish· 
ment of the . first Madras Infantry was brought . up to full 
strength and the question -of. augmenting this branch of the 

. Indian Defence Force was being considered by the Army Head~ 
quarters. · I may add that the military authorities who from 
time to time inspected our recruits were satisfied with their 
progress and attainments. 

ARMs AcT. 

The invidious racial distinctions underlying the r~le's framed 
under the Arms Act used to be the subject of ~omplaint in 
Congress after Uongress and· it is a matter of satisfaction tliat 
the Government of India have at least taken action by their 
resolution of the 21st of :March 1919 to' abolish ·ali distinctions 
of a racial character and to provide · facilities for the takin(J' out 

. . . . 0 

of licenses. · · · · · · · · · · 
. 'I 

INDIANS in AFRicA: 

• \Vhite the ~isterhooo of India in the nations of the British 
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Empire has been acknowledged· in the war and· peace con-
. ferences and in the League of Nations, the treatment accorded 

to our citizens in· the self-governing dominions of the Empire is 
calculated, not merely, .to wound our sense of self-respect, but 
to bring about the. expulsion of the Indian settlers by a steady J , 

policy of humiliation and persecution. The subject was mooted 
at the Imperial War Conference by Sir. S. P. Sinha (now 
Lord Sinha) and the views of the Indian representatives 
were embodied in a memorandum prepared by him. The 
Resolution passed at the War Conference of 1918 recognised that 
it was an inherent function of the governments of the several 
communities of the British Commonwealth including India 
that each should enjoy complete control of the composition of 
its own population by means of restrictions on immigration 
from any of the other communities. As regards the questions 
raised with reference to the position of immigrants who were 
already settled in the self-governing dominions, the Conference 
re{lommended them for early consideration to the various 
governments concerned and Sir S. P. Sinha e~pressed the 
hope that on the return of General Smuts he might be able 
in process of time to remove all or at· any rate some of the 
grievances. The news, however, we have received from South 
Africa are of a very disquieting character. The Asiatic Land 
and Trading Amendment Act which has been passed this year 
extends the restrictions of the Boer Law III of 1885 · by pro
hibiting Indians from acquiring property either by way of 
transfer to a company or by means of mortgage except as secu· 
rity for a bona fide. loan. A t~legram ·received about a week 
ago from Bloemfontein stated that in the course of a speech 
General Smuts referring to the Asiatic question deClared that 
a fresh invasion had been stopped but a new danger had arisen 
especially in connection with trade and that steps would have 
to be taken. We are. not · informed what ex:actly the danger 
referred to is, or what steps are contemplated by General 
Bmuts. In view however of the broadminde4 statesmanship 
of General Smuts it is to be hoped· that he may exercise 
his influence in favour of justice to the Indian settlers. 
'\V e are glad to be able to acknowledge the efforts 
of the Government of India . to pr9tect the interests of the 
Indian settlers. The Union Government have agre.ed to the 
representation of Indian interests before the Committee by 
Sir Benjamin Robertson and an Indian representative and we 
have to await the result of the investigations of this Commit
tee which has been appointed in response to the demands of 
the Anti-Asiatic League. It has sometim~s been suggested 
that the objection to the Indian settler is based not upon racial 
prejudice but upon economic grounds and. that by unfair compe· 
tition he injures the interests of .the white labourer or trades
man. '\'\~ e can appreciate the force of economic objections but 
the remed~ in such a case would be ra.ther to · prescribe · mini-
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houses conformin<Y to the same standard of sanitary or other 
<londitions as ma; be reasonably presrribed for the correspond-
in<Y classes of white settlers. The economic objection, however, 
is ~erely a cloak for the deeper objection _based on racial pre-
judice. The colour prejudice of the white races and the com-
mercial greed which tempts them to mark off vast regions of 
the surface of the earth for their exploitation threaten to he the 
most disruptive force of humanity and ar~ an abiding menace 
to the peace of the world. 

Equally disconcerting news has been cabled to . us by 
lir.Andrews from East Africa, where a united attempt is being 
made by the European associations to clos~ the doo~ against 
future immi<Yration and to stop. Indian franchise.· Moral 

0 • 

Jepravity is said to have been the result of Indian contact and 
the South African excl'usion policy is approved. . · 

We know what value to attach to these allegations against 
-our countrymen. Mr. Gandhi has pointed out that it is the Indian 
who was the pioneer settler in East Africa long before a single 
European set foot on East. African soil and who developed the 
uplands of East Africa.. The crusade against our countrymen 
is inspired by the same feelings of racial prejudice and trade 
jealousy that have actuated the white settlers in their relations 
with our countrymen in other parts of the world. The signifi
<lance of the agitation of the European associations is 'not 
<lonfined to British East Africa alone, Under the terms of 
.article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations which 
provides for a mandate to advanced nations for the administra· 
tion of the former German Colonies, it is distinctly provided 
that the mandatory power must secure equal opportunities for 
the trade and commerce of all other members of the Lea<Yue. 

0 • 

It was pointed out sometime ago by the Paris correspondent of 
the Times that the mandate drafted for the administration of 
German East Africa which was typical of the mandates for the 
German Colonies in central Africa included provisions estab· 
lishing absolute equality of trade for the· subjects and citizens 
.of all the high contracting parties. The correspondent observed 
that complete equa~ity of trade had for many years existed in 
such British protectorates as Nigeria and East Africa· and that 
the same practice and policy would be carried out by Great . 
Britain in German East Africa: The threatened interference 
"·ith the rights of our coutrymen in British East Africa is 
bound to be the precursor of a similar policy of injustice in 
German East A£rica. As India is an original member of the 
League· of Nations, Great Britain is bound to·protect our 
rights and strictly maintain the policy of the open door to His 
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Maje!)ty's .. IQdian ,·subjects. and cjtizeps. , It .is ':Our .. duty to
support ,our :COUntrymen in their Claim to· the ex;ercise .. of; <ii:V:il~ 
municipal and political rights and to appeal . to·. the. Imperial, 
Government to dischE~>rge, their obligations .undet, the mandate.,' 

.... } . ' ; ·:· ~" .... ) J 

EDUCATIO~ • 

. , . The reform. ~nd improvement of .o.ur educational' system is: 
l:!.IJ essfi)ntial condition of our national progress.; The· subject 
has been most carefully examined by the Calcutta University: 
Commission which was fortunate in. its personnel and. especially 
in securing the services of Sir .MichaelS~dler as its President.: 
No commission that has ever sat in this· country has brought 
to: bear a greater wealth of ·experience,. sympathy a~d wisdom 
upon thed~schargeof its . task. . Where can .we find 'a more 
generous · appreciation of the merits and aptitudes of Indian· 
students,. a more syJl_lpathetic understanding of' the defects and 
req~irements of.stude~ts and of the limitation~ and. difficulties. 
under which the vast army of teachers has to work, or· a keener 
perception of th.e needs of an awakened nation ? The dissatis~ 
f~:~oction with our system of education :which has been felt by the· 
public (or years has been proved to. be. 'fell-founded. They 
have found defect~ in our educational organisation from top to, 
botto.mand.pointed out how the prim~ry ;school system is out 
of touch with. the actual needs of the .-:ommunity1 how 
extremely inefficient the secondary school,system is arid how it 
renders the pupils .unfit for useful ocqupations and how. the arts. 
colleges have f~iled to realise the aims of university ·education• 
'l~hey have recommended a comprehensive · scheme of reforms .. 
co;vering the ·whole field ?f education and the .new machinery, 
which they have proposed for enlisting the active co-operation· 
of the public, for co-ordinating all educational agencies and · for .. · 
the re-organisation of the teaching profe.ssion ·must command' 
general acceptance. It is a matter for satisfaction that.. the· 
subject of education as a whole ia to be transferred to popular· 

· control, a result to which Sir Michael· Sadlet largely contri...; 
b~ted by his evid!;lnce before the Joint Committee. It will 
rest with our new legislatures and .ministers to.' set about ·at. 
QDqe to carry out, as far as may be; the .recommendations of the ' 
Sadler Commission subject to any modi~cations that. 'may· be: 
suggested by special local conditions. The provision of facilities 1 

for the preparation of our ·youth for callings in agriculture, 
commerce, engineering and other walks of life, the ~xtension of~ 
(acilities for the education of the backward and the · depressed 
classes a~d the expansion of primary. education must :engage: 
the nnremittinO' attention of our reformed councils .. Care has to' . . 13 

he taken also that in the inrush of new ideas which ·will follow· 
the introduction of the reforms, the preservation of what is I 
precious and .. vital in Indian thought and culture, is ·not:: 
n-eglec~d. ,;· ! .. i '; , ~ 
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'' EcoNOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

·In view of the e.xtreme poverty of our country compared 
~itli the standard ~f any other civilized country, the . want of 
suitable openings in life for our youth, and the need for making 
the country as self-contained B.S possible the problems of econ
omic development are of tremendous importance. ~he. report 
of the Indian Industrial Commission . presided over by 
Sir.Thomas Holland makes a wide survey of the situation ancl' 
offers recommendations calculated to achieve the ends we ·alf 
have so much at heart. Some of the recommendations have been 
the subject of . adverse criticism and it is not for laymen to 
pronounce an opinion on matters where experts differ. Among 
other things referred to in the report of the Commission I . 
should like to draw your special attention to the need forthe 
cmcouragement of ship-building in our own waters and for the 
creation of a mercantile marine. ' It is one of the gratifying 
results of the war that a change has come in the angle of 
vision of the government in regard to the policy to be adopted 
for the encouragement of industries. It is also a matter for 
satisfaction that the subject of industries has been proposed 
~y the Joint Committee for transfer to popular control hut in 
view of the 'discussion in the House of Lords we have to see 
~o · it that this proposal is not modified or abandoned in the 
rules to be made under the statute. The question of tariffs 
which was excluded from the scope of th~ inquiry by the 
Commission will have to be carefully considered by our pub~ic 
men in the light of the experience of progressive countries like 
Japan and. the 'United States and with due regard to the . 
interests of the country as a whole and especially of the poorer 
CQD.suming classes. Apart from any question of the bearing of 
tariff~ upon the encouragement of industries, it is also worthy 
of consideration wh~ther the . customs duties which form au 
imperial source of revenue . may. not be raised to some 
extent as a matter of pure fiscal· policy so as to relieve the 
provincial government'3 of a considerable part of the burden of 
contribution to the Central G~vernment. In connection with 
the subject of economic regeneration, the treatment of labour is 
bound to come into prominence and will require to be solved 
with the fullest sympathy. No economic progres~ ·min· be 
considered satisfactory which is not accompanied. by .an ameliora· 
tion of the conditions of the labouring ·classes, by securing . to 
them a fair subsistence which will enable them to. secure' 
healthy and cleanly conditions . of living and some share of the 
amenities of life. It is only .by a timely .attention to these · 
problems and their wise solution that it will be. possible to. 
avert the class conflicts which are threatening tQ break up and 
destroy society in the west. · · 

.: The subjects now proposed to be transferred include the most 
important and growing departments of public administration : 
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Education, Industries; .Local · 'self~g<ivernment, medical 
administration and pu~~ic . healt~, agriculture, co--operatio~ and 
excise. . They are the subjects. which f\re most vitally ~on~ 
nected with the health, well-being and prosperity of the people 
~nd in ,which . the stimulus of. popular control will be ' most 
fruitful of ·results. The. field of work is as large as it is 
i_nteresting. But there is. another task which: is even more' 
arduous and that is the training of the el~Ctorates · who will be· 
QUr masters. In several respects governt;nent byaresponsibl~' 
ininistry is more 'difficult than govern~;ent, by'. _b~reaucratid 
iru3thods. You have not merely to persuade the"masses to 
~pp~eciate ·the :. blessh~g~. of a progressive administration bitt 
to convince t~em that they a~e worth paying for. The system 
of. administration which has b_een ~aboriously built up is 

·efficient, though costly, and any impairment of efficiency is 
bound to react on the interests of the public. The margin fot 
~etrenchment of e~pe~diture will be foun~ to be small and 'th·~· 
~~cessity for additional taxation will . ha\Te to be ·squarely face.d 
~y, the new councils and ministry._ The electorates will have. 
to' 'be educated to an 'appreciation . of the needs of the whole · 
body-politic and to a sense. of just proportion between the. 
various objects ofexpenditure .. , With the experience of other 
countries behind us, we have . to learn to avoid the vices and 
pitfalls of democracy. The_ temptat_ion to 1'!-Ppeal to ig~o~ance .o~. 
to sectional interests, to hold out promises that ~tre inc~;tpable of 
fulfilment has to be res~sted. The preparation Qf. _a progranim~. 
of constructive work is one of the tasks that lie immediately 
~efor~. :us. It ma:y: i 110~ b~"possible for us here ~nd now to chal~ 
9ut a detailed programme of constructiv,e work i~ an· the; 
d~partments which are to ·come under popula; con~rol and i~· 
may have to be entrusted to a ·committee and carried out' in 
~onsultation wit~ th~: provincial organisations., Th~ ultimat·e· 
aims of the different parties may not differ very much .. It is 
~ith re,gard to the method~ 'of ,approach .and . the ~eans to be 
adopted ~hat differences are more likely to arise. Our, guiding 
prin<?iple .must be orderly p'rog1·~ss in every depal'tment and our 
~rganisatio~s must be .'multiplied and strengthe~e.d to carry on 
the work of propagan~a ,effectively • 
. · . ~very one of the deputations which has recently gone to 
~ngland ha~ b.een struck with the ignorance of Indian matters 
which prevails in England. . In addition to .the work of edu
~atirig the electorates, it ~ill be · necessary for us to send out . 
~eputati~ns of competent representatives every year to England 
to' create an interest among public men in Indian affairs and to 
educate public opinion there. A living . and watchful interest 
in the administration of India on the part of the British public 
and Parliament is a necessary condition of the further fruition 
of our hopes. The eyes of the world will be fixed upon us 
and upon the Imperial Governme11t and if we only make a 
wise use of our powers and opportunities I am sanguine enough· 
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<:~f responsibility will be granted at tlie end of the first decade. 
The· goal of full responsible government 1rlay not improbably 
be at!a.ined within 20 years. The Declaration of Rights of the 
20th of August, 1917, the Report of the Joint Committee, the 
Statute and the ever memorable Proclamation of His Majesty 
the ·King-Emperor will' together constitute a Charter of 
~ur liberties and by far . the most momentous Charter in our 
history. The fulfilment of our hopes will be mainly dependent 
UpQn our own achievement in carrying out .the reforms., Let 
us hope that the appeal of His Majesty for co-operation will 
be loyally responded to alike by the officers of government and 
by the people and their representatives. It must be our ioyal 
duty sot~ promote ~utual good-will' and confidence amo'~g all 
-classes so that when His Royal Highness the P~ince ·of Wales 
returns to England after inaugurating the ilew co~stitution he 
may be able to report to His.Majesty that his exhortation has 
not been in vain and that· his elevating message has inspired the 
'princ~~ and people of India and the . officers of _government to 
enthusiastic co-operation for the fulfilment of the noble destiny 
that lies before this land. I trust that from this day forward 
·India will be described as a "Dominion" and not. a Dependency 
·of the Empire and I look forward to the day when India 
will .walk proud and erect among the nations of the earth 
-conscious of. a partnership on equal terms in the greatest 
.Empire which the world ·has seen and of a right of Briti~h 
citizenship \vhich will connote equal privileges for all members 
in all lands over which· the British flag waves, proud of the 
glorious contribution she can make to the strength of the 
Empire, to the thought and culture of the world and to the 
moral forces that will tend to make this world a better and a 
happier one for all. :May God grant us the wisdom and the 
·enthusiasm which with high purpose and steady effort will help 
US safely !O accomplish the journey to the goat 

Gentlemen, though I have not dealt with· the Khalifat 
i{Uestion in my' printed address, I may assure you that the 
question is one on which the Hindus are in full sympathy with 
their Mahomedan fellow citizens. .A resolution on this subject 
will be placed before the Conference after consulting the 
~Iahomedan members oi the Subjects-Committee and the subject 
"'·ill then be dealt with by the speakers at the Conference. 

At the close of the Presidential address, the Conferenc 
adjourned till noon on W ednesda.y. 

At 5 o'clock the Subjects-Committee was formed and sat 
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till nearly ~ine o'c~ock at nigh~ to draft resolutions and m~~ 
again nex~ morning from 7 to 10 o'clock. . 

The Moderate Conference resumed its sittinO. at noon on 
. 0 

Thursday, 31st Dece:mber, 1919. · 

The Secretary Rev. B. A. Nag said:__;, . Gentlemen I have· 
been asked by the President to read out to you the telegrams.· 
I have several telegrams in my. hand but I :will not trouble: 
you with the contents of all .of them. I will only say that 
several prominent gentlemen from different parts of India, have 
telegraphed wishing · US 1 success in this Conference, and expre
ssing their deep sympathy .. with our movement. (cries of read 
them, .read them). As there is a general feeling that. the 
names should be given I will read them, 

. The Secreta.ry read out. the names. 

The President said :-Gentlemen, the first Resolution 
pn the 'Agend~ to-day is one which has been entrusted to me 
and 1 will read it to you first. 

Resolution I. 
This conference begs to convey to His Majesty the King

Emperor its profound homage and sense of. deep gra~ 
titude for the Proclamation of the 2 3rd December, 
19 t'9, which opens a new era in the History of 
British India by inaugurating t:qe beginnings of res
ponsible Government. By the exercise. of his Royal 
clemency in favour of political prisoners, by his deep 
sympathy with our political aspirations and by his. 
confidence in our future, His Majesty has ensured an 
atmosphere of harmony and good will which is bound 
to contribute to the successful working of the reforms. 

Very few words are needed from me to commend this 
resolution to your unanimous acceptance. There have been 
several Charters in the history of British · India but the 
Proclamation which was issued by His Majesty has been 
by far the most ~ ·momentous Charter in our history 
(Hear, hear). It has reiterated and renewed all the assurances. 
given in our earlier Charters and has .surpassed t~em all iu 
the confidence it has expressed in our future, in the 
pledge it has 'extended for the fu.lfilment of our aspirations 
within a reasonable period. Sympathy and underst~nding have• 
been ·the most characteristic traits of His Majesty the King .. 
Emperor. :we had evidence of that sympathy in the· message 
which' he sent on his return to England .after his .visit to this-. 
cou'ntry as Prin<ie of Wales. . We have had .recent proof of that. 
sympathy, and the most abundant proofs are. furnished .by'. thi~' 
Royal Proclamation. His Majesty has called upon us all to 
work- for·' tha success· ·of the :Reforms,: has appealed to·aU to 
continue as far as it lies in thei~ 'power to theiJ.:. succe~sful work-; 
ing by harmonious co-operation. This Proclamation and the 
act o'fcleihency- whieh he lias m~st ·ge-nerously .e.xerCised :have· 
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!already tendend to· soothe the feeling of the people and have 
·hrouO'ht ·balm to the wounded· hearts ·.Of our brethren in the 

0 •' 

. Punjab. We hope that all classes· ·of people in- India will 
respond most loyally and heartily to the appeal which he has 
made for co-operation, hl'\.rmony and good will · and · fot · doing 
everything in our power to accelerate the attainment· ··of 
responsible government: . With thes~ few words I ~eg to 
commend this resolution to your unanimous acceptance and I 
ask you all to stand up.and carryit by acclamation: 

. . ' 

The Resolution was put and carried by acclamation all 
standing. 

The President : Gentlemen, the next Resolution which :will 
also be put from the Chair is as follows :-

. Resolutio~ II. · · · RESOLUTION' 

' This Conference desires to express its profound satisfac-
tion at the announcement of · the visit of H. R. H. the 

· Prince of Wales to India. next Winter to inaugurate 
the Co.nstitutional Reforms and to assure him of a. 
loyal and most hearty welcome. 

Sympathy has been the characteristic of the Royal House 
of England. The visit of His Royal Highness, the Prince 
of Wales will be a· most auspicious inauguratio'n of the new 
era upon which we are about to enter. I have no doubt 
that the visit of His Royal Highness will cement the 
feeling ·of attachment which binds us to the Throne of 
England and will! . be productive of · the . happiest result 
to this country. With these few words I beg to . put this 
proposition and request you to carry this also standing. 

The Resolution was put and carried all st~ndin~. , 

The President : Gentlemen, the third Resolution will also . . . 
be moved from the Chair. It is as follows :-

Resolution Ill. 

(a) This Conference desires to convey to the Right 
Honourable Mr. Monta.gu its heartfelt appreciation 
of the statest::ila.nship, courage and single-minded devo
tion displayed by him in initiating and carrying the 
reform proposals and setting India. firmly'on the road 
to responsible government. 

(b) This Conference desires to record its proud apprecia,. 
tion of the Right Honourable Lord Sinha's services !to 
the country in his. 'capacity as a. member of the War 
Cabinet. as a representative of -India at the Peace 
Conference and in his conduct of the Reform Bill in 
the House of Lords .. · 

It 
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(r) This Conference desires to thank the Joiilt Committee 
for removing several defects in the original Reforiii. 
Bill a.nd improving it. · · · · 

I do not think· I need say much to co~mend this resolution 
either to your . accep~nce. The services which h~tve been 
rendered to. this country by Mr. Montagu and by ou;r 
illustrious countryman, Lord Sinha (Applause) have. been dwelt 
upon fully in the addresses which were delivered yesterday. 
India owes a deep debt of gr~titude to Mr. llontagu and will 
cherish his name as that of one of the greatest benefactors of 
this country. We are proud of the service rendered by Lord 
Sinha. He has rendered most valuable service by the manner 
in which he represented us at the various Imperial Conferences 
and by the manner in which he piloted the Reform ~ill in· the 
House of Lords, by the manner in which he pt·essed our claim 
on the attention of the Joint Committee. We are also proud 
to find that he has vindicated the claims of the Indians, to fill 
the highest offices in the gift of the Crown. We are thankful 
also to the Joint Committee for having done their best to 
improve the Bill in as many respects as it was possible forthem 
te do consistently with the policy underlying the Bill. I beg 
to lay this resolution before you for acceptance. 

The Resolution was carried unanimously. 

· The President : Before I call upon the speaker entrusted 
with the next Resolution, I wish to announce that it is necessary 
to impose a time limit upon the various speeches whieh will 
be I delivered here. Except by exercising some self-restraint 
it will not be possible for us to go through the long programme 
of business which has been placed on the Agenda. · I propose 
to fix a limit of ten minutes for the mover of each proposition 
and a limit of five minutes for the seconder and supporters and 
I hope you will all help me to get through the business, by 
observing these time limits and giving me no occassion for 
reminding you of any transgression of these time limits. I will 
now call upon the Hon. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea to move 

. . 
the fourth Resolution (Applause). 

Resolution IV. 

While regretting the ommissio11 to introguce some, 
measure of responsibility in- the central government, 
this Conference welcomes the Government of India. 
Act of 1919 a.s the first definite and substantial step 
towards the progressive realisation.. of x:esponsible 
government. This Conference appeals to a._tl sections 
of the community. Europeau. a.nd Indian, officials and · 
non-officials, whole-heartedlx: ~ co-op~rate for the 
successful working of the Act. 
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'd 'I 'd T -.l' d G 1 Mr. Buren a-fourth Resolution, sat : .il r. Prest ent, LtHoUies an ent emen, na.th Bannerjea. 
· I confess 'I feel somewhat embarrassed by the annoucement . 

of the President that every speaker including the mover is 
to be restricted to a time limit (Cries of ' Not you"). In 
.any case I hope Sir, that having regard to my age you 
will make an exception in my favor. Old men are apt to be 
-(J'arrulous and bearinrr that fact in mind I am sure that you e ~ . 
will.be pleased to restrict the rigidity of the rule which you 
have'just laid down. · 

Sir, to-day we stand upon a somewhat different footing from 
what we did 14 months ago when the first :Moderate Conference 
met at Bombay in November 1918. In the judgment of our 
-critics we were then a discredited party, seeking for official 
favors or relying with the simplicity of children on pledges and 
promises which in the past had proved illusory. The language 
-of criticism, and if I may add, of vituperation was exhausted 
in condemning us. We suffered in silence, we bore it all with 
dignity and, I may add, with self-restraint. We did.not indulge 
in any recrimination. Our hour of triumph h11s now come •. Our 
faith has been vindicated and justified by recent events ·and we 
are in a position to proclaim to the Indian world, to critics and 
friends alike, that the Reform proposals which are embodied 
in the Reform Act-the Reform proposals contained in the 
Montagu Scheme represent a dist_inct and definite stage-the 
words are "the first and progressive stage towards responsible 
self-government." 

There is ho~ever a note of dissent, scarc~ly audible, perhaps 
indistinct,. but there it is. This welcome is subject to a reser
vation. 'Ve express our regret that some el~ment of respon
sibility has not been granted in the Central Government. 
Mr. President, this was the unanimous demand of educated Indian 
and we urged it with unanimity and emphasis in the evidence 
that it was our privilege to give before the Joint Committee. 
The Joint Committee have not been able to accept our recom
mendations in that matter. All the same we welcome it. It 
may be that it is open to this reservation but in that,.message 
and in the Bill there is a substantial advancement towards the 
progressive realisation of responsible . government and we· 
welcome it. Render unto Ceasar the things that are Ceasar's are 
the words which spontaneously occur to my lips. It would not 
be correct to say that in the Reform Act the Central Govern
ment has been left untouched. . A distinct advance toward~ 
liberalisation is apparent in the Constitution and methods of 
the Central Government. Let us for a moment examine the 
provisions. For instance the Legislative Assembly is to 
contain a two-third-elected-majority. The official majority has 
given place to a non-official majority. 'Vhat is the significance 
-of this change 1 It means that in matters of ordinary legisla-
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tion therepresent~tive!il qf: the Indian people willhave a d.eter
minjng. voice. . But that is not all. . The Budget and E~timate~. 
are. t~ ~e laid before the Legislative· :Assembly.: They are .. to 
be voted: upon by. the Legislative As,sembly. . Perfe.ctly tru~ l 

that _the resolutions are not to .he binding hut it is obvi~us th~t 
a Government, which .. has to. rely upon an , Assembly for its, 
legislation cannot long continue to ig,nore its re~olutions. Sq. 
far as. th~ Legislative side of the G~ntt·al. Government is con-· 
cerned, .. look at. the Executive Government. Th~. Executive 
Council of the Viceroy is to consist of three Indian Members. 
Therefore in the every-day administration of this vast Empire
the voice and the vGte · of the people of India . will have a 
substantial place. ·It has been said; I am: sorry to ·say by an 
Extremist organ of public opinion, that Ap-ke-waste men may 
be selected as Members of the Viceroy's Council. May I ask 
who was it. that selected Sir Sankaran Nair 1 Was it not th& · 
Viceroy 1 Who was it that selected SirS. P. Sinha now:Lord 
Sinha or~ Mr. Krishnaswamy Aiyer or our distinguished Presi-" 
dent as Members ·of· the Madras Executive Council 1 . I am 
sure that public opinion in this country: is bound to grow and 
inc~ease in ·-volume and intensity.· I am -·sure that ·under a 
responsible Government an atmosphere ·will· be·· created which 
"·ill render it impossible for the G(}vernment · ·of the country to
flout public ·opinion. ' · ' · · · 

Then as: regards repres~ive legislationit cannot be placed 
on the~ Statute Book withoutithe consent of the' Secretary of 
State. It will be open to His' Majesty to ·revise it and the 
Joint Committee of both Houses will have to consider it. It 
~eems to me that ~ith these safeguards it is quite impossible 
for any Government to introduce martial law in any part of the 
country unless it is the only solvent of the situation. . If we 
:tlad three. Sir Sankaran N airs in the Viceroy's . Council instead. 
of one at th~ time of the Punjab troubles I am sure that the 
state. of things. in India would have been. different. 

Then, Sir, there is another point which has to be noticed .. 
We have been crying ourselves hoarse over fiscal autonomy~ 
\Ve have got it in an indirect way. Direct or indirect, . it is 
there, let us welcome it. . If the Viceroy of India and the 
Legislative Assembly are in . agreement over any matter then 
the Secretary of State cannot interfere except on high grounds 
of Imperial Policy. That means fiscal autonomy. . That means. 
control over the fiscal system of the country introdu~ed not in 
an indirect but in a definite and tangible way .. ·Let me illus-· 
trate my point by referring to a particular case. W ~ ,have Excise 
Duty over cotton goods. We all know that successive Govern
ments of India have prote~ted but successive _Secretaries of' 
State·· have over-ruled the . views .of the Government of India. 
Now we ~ave got this in the .Statute Book. If .the Govern-
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ment of India and. the' Legislative Assembly are ·in agreement 
with re<Yard to the abolition of · Excise duties, they are 

0 

bound to do it. There is no doubt about it. Therefore it will 
be seen that a definite step Will be taken in sounding the death 
knell of these duties. The President of the Indian National 
Congress was pleased to say the other day that this was only 
a pious hope. It is something more than that. It is a definite 
concession pregnant with vast potentialities for the future of 
this country. 

I desire now to say a word or two ·with reference to the 
Provincial Governments. Here we have a large, definite, 
substantialmeasure of responsible government. Look at the 
Executive side of the Government. · Every Government, every 
Province major or minor will have two popular Ministers and 
two Executive Councillors, one of whom will be an Indian . 
. Therefore out of the four Members of the Executive Govern-. . 
ment in every Province three- will.be Indians. In Bengal it 
will probably be four. Therefore in the Executive Govern
ment the voice and the vote of the people of India will pre
dominate. The Budget will be framed by the Executive 
Government. It will be voted only by the· Legislative 
Assembly in which there will be a substantial majority of 
e.lected Members .. · Seventy per cent. at least will form the 
elected element in the· Councils ·and therefore both in regard 
to the Executive Government as well as in regard to the 
legislature of the country in the Provinces there will be control 
afforded to the representatives of the people-large, definite, 
substantial, I was going to add overwhelming control. Does 
not that represent a substantial step towards responsible 
Government ? The Ministers will be responsible to the Legisla
tive Councils. . They alone will be Ministers · who have a large 
following in the House. . They will be liable to be censured 
by the House. Then if they are ~npopular their budgets will 
be cut- by the Legislative Council. This is an indirect method 
of pressure which can be brought to bear upon the Ministers. 

Yet in spite of these substantial concessions we are told .by 
au organ of . Extremist opinion that these Reform proposals 
~epresent a huge sham. Another organ of the same class and 
.type of opinion expresses the view that the situation has been 
rendered a hundredfold worse than it ever was before. I am 
sure you will agree with me that we in this Conference regard 
statements of this kind as wild, grotesque misrepresentations of 
the actual state of things. The President of the Indian 
National Congress speaks in a somewhat qualified and more 
subdued tone. He says "We do not accept or reject." What 
does he mean ! Is there a halting house between acceptance 
and rejection t Is it necessary to. find a via media between 
these two extremes t ·They say they reject. I tell: you that 
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you cannot reject, for the simple reason that it is in the Statute 
Book. 'You can no more reject the Reform Act than you can 
):'eject the Penal Code or the Criminal Procedure. Code and the 
numerous Qffences mentioned therein. 

· · They say they cannot accept. As a matter of fact they do 
accept but·they only affect.not to (Applause); I want to prove 
·.that they do accept because they say. uw e want · to get into 
the Council, we want to take advantage of the provisions of the 
Act.". And I suppose they also want to become Ministers 
and kiss the hands which confer these gifts upon them. There
fore when.they say •'We neither accept nor reject"' they indulge 
in a species of languag~ which has the color and complexion of 
camouflage, or to speak in blunt English, of hypocrisy (Laugh
ter and applause). 

'rhe difference between the Extremists and ourselves 'is this·: 
they accept and we ~ccept. We say so frankly as honest men. 
We have said so from the very beginning without any camouf~ 

-Jage or hypocrisey. · vy e take our stand on the house tops and 
without any insincerity we proclaim the fact that we acclaim 
with enthusiasm the Reform Act as a substantial ·step towards 
·the realisation of responsible government. They on the other 
hand also accept it, but not with good will. They accept it 
and what will be the result 1 They· will create an atmosphere 
of irritation, of conflict, of discQntent and controversy in · the 
Legislative Councils which will seriously interfere with'the 
.successful working of the Reform Act. 

' Diarchy-that famous word which has given rise to so much 
· misconstruction.....:.needs above all-things a spirit of conciliation 
·and co-operation between the two divisions of the House: 'If 
'there is friction, if there is controversy, then the experiment. of 
:diarchy must ·of necessity fall; 
' 

. There is another point of difference between ·the Extremist 
leaders and ourselves and I am anxious that they should know 
·it. 'They say-and I think Mr. Tilak has given ·~xpression to 
that view-that we must begin to agitate at once. I . say on 
my behalf and on your behalf that we deprecate agitation. 
·Gentlemen, I have been an agitator all my life. If the history 
'of these times comes to be written and if the narrator cares to 
think about me or to write about me, he will p~obably set me 
down ·as one of the most obstinate, as one of the most persistent, 
as one of the most effective agitators of this generation. What 
is more, I have always · been successful in my agitation · and 
why ? Let me unfold to you the secret of my success. I have 
been successful because I have studied and I know the art 
when and how to agitate: Time is a great factor in politics; 
and he who starts a ·premature agitation takes the very first 
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for agitation bUt that time has not yet come. We must na.th Bannerjea.. 
consolidate what we have got. Not agitation but wor~ is 
what is needed.· We must shew our eapacity for the task 
that has been imposed upon us and when we have justified fo.r 
a further expansion of responsible government, if we. don't 
get it, you and . I · will then agitate and I will be the leade~ 
(Applause). Not before that. Therefore this is the fund~-

rnental point of difference between the Extremist peopl~and 
ourselves. I don't know that I ought to detain you longer 
because the mandate of the President is supreme ( Cries of 
''Go on, go on"). At the back of my mind there is the feeling .. 
that the President will agree. that there is no higher authority: 
in this Assembly than the President. We are all going to 
have· responsible Government. He is responsible to thi~ 

Assembly and I am responsible to him (Laughter) .. But be 
that as it may I desire to associate ]nyself fully . with 
the appeal made to Europeans and Indians, officials and 
non-officials whole-heartedly to co-operate for the· success of 
this movement. To Anglo-Indians and to members of the 
Civil Service we extend the right . hand of fellowship and we 
·invite them to grasp it with alacrity and enthusiasm. ·we 
.desire. to tell them that we have changed our angle of visio-p. 
We regard them a~ brothers and fellow citizens, colleagues 
and comrades in the great task of responsible governmen~ and 
we invite them to reciprocate that sympathy and to change 
their angle of vision. The ·Anglo-Indian community were 
frankly hostile to the Reform proposals but the verdict has 
been pronounced against them. They · are Britishers and in 
the spirit of true Britishers I am sure that they will accept 
the situation, acquiesce in it and co-operate with us in ordel;' 
to ensure the success of the experiment (Applause) upon which 
·the good name and honor of . England is at stake.· I have a 
similar appeal to make to the members of the Civil Service. 
I frankly admit that they have built up the great fabric, 
t'hey have built up the great fabric of law and order which 
l1as been firmly established in this country. It is their handi
work, it is. their achievement. It has contributed to the 
progress of this ancient land and we pay to them the tribute 
<>f gratitude which is their due. But law and order are only 
means to an end. What is that end 1 The British Parliament 
and the British Government have declared that self~aovernment 

0 

is the end and rum of British Rule in India and His August 
:Majesty the King Emperor, our Sovereign, has invited the 
members of the Civil Service as his agents to co-operate with 
the people and with all sections of the community in order to 
make the experiment a success. Will they not respond to 
the call 1 ·I an sure that they will (Applause). 

· · Lastly let me appeal to my fellow countrymen, to the 

- .. .} 
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Extremist b}'~nch of the Natiqnal Party. May I invite them 
to assume a more reasonable attitude in regard to the Re(or.rn 
Scheme. We shall ·be on our trial. Ten years hence the .. 
Parliamentary Commission will be here. 'rhey_will institute at;tr 
enquiry; let us see to it that it, will not be open to them to say 

4 

that we have been tried and· found wanting. The future ia. 
committed to our care, we can make or·mar it. Oh let us inake 
it with these qualities of patriotism, self sacrificing . determina.:. 
tion, earnestly working in the. cause of self government 'which 
will improve the destinies of I'ndia . 

. Brother delegates, we have entered up"on · a new era. 
Criticism ~ust give place to construction. Work and not. 
agitation; c<}.operation and not critioisin must be the watchwords 
o~ that construction. Inspired by these. grand ideals, let us 
start our march upon the grand road to the Promised Land 
~hich has been'held out t@ us in glorious vision by our august. 
Sovereign.· It is a holy pilgrimage which we are undertaking 
to the holy of holies, and these eyes of niioe, bedimmed with 
age, may not perhaps be permitted to w!tness the wonders of 
that sacred shrine, but, God· willing, I am sure. that our. 
Emtran'ce into the holy land is assured. In the fullness of time 
we shall reach the goal, take our place, our rightful and legi
timate place, among the great communities of the freest nations 
that the world has ever seen. (Applause). There are the vision;;. 
which. appear . ~efore my mind.. · · 
' ', ' ' l ' 

·~ '• 

These ·are the · vtswns that are b~fore us. Are they to be
realized or -.are they to:be relegated to the dim past? If they 
are to be realized it will be by our ~~n efforts, by. ourselves: 
for ''nations by themselves are made," by our devotion, by our 
sel£. sacrifice, by our· patriotism tempered by the spirit ot 
compromise and. the spir~t of moderation. · · 

,'I '' 

With these words I desire to move the first resolution 
(Applause). __ 

. The Hon. Sir G, M. Chitnavis in seconding the resolution 
said :-The Hon'ble the .mover Babu Surendra Nath Banerjea 
has given .the history and. the .details of the Reform Scheme
with his ·usual eloquence aod ability. I will . second the
resolution ·without going into details. The -Act, as now placed 
on the Statute Book, is cotu~idered. by. all thoughtful people
.to be very liberal in its scope and future .possibilities; It will 
.he for us by wise self-re~traint and moderation to make it a. 
success~ Nation~building· is ·not_ the work of a day. Long 
years of arduous labours lie before us. We have got the 
opportunity ; . ~ ,great constitutional· change has . been made,. 
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a change fraught with immense potentialities and :tesponsibi,lity 
to shape our own destiny ourselves. 'Vith this Act on the 
Statute Book, India makes a. new start in her political develop
.ment. She begins, we might well s~y, an honourable career 
of Self-Government.· The. ·great mass of. educated. people do 
realize that. It is a fact now virtually a.dmitted by all sections 
of the community and . men o£ all shades of public 
opmwn. There may be .certain defects as pointed out by 
both sections of the political parties in the country, but 
these defects and omissions are likely to be removed as 
soon as the experiment is tried and found to be .a succes~. 
It must be admitted that the Reform Act· is a great 
gift of England to India-it is our Magna Charta and is 
the result of the monumental . and devoted labours o{ Mr. 
Montagu, Lord Chelmsford and a. whole host of willing. and 
able coadjutors. The future will be in our hands. Thanks 
to the great leaders of British .opinion, India is taking her 
rightful place in th~ Empire, a place of pride won in the battle 
fields of Europe, Asia and Africa, What great changes that 
means to our country, what its· consequences are sure to be 
on our relations with the several parts of .the Empire, we can 
well imagine. Honest and sustained efforts are being made to 
bring India graduaJly in .line with the other colonial Dominions. 
Attempts have been made to reinove such long standing causes 
of complaint as the cotton duties which had. penalised India 
in favour of Lan<;ashire. Race bar in the matter of bestowal 
of King's commissions upon Indians is being gradually removed 
and honest attempts are made. in spite of overwhelming 
difficulties to remove the insults and inequalities to which 
Indians are being treated in foreign countries. We have 
obtained a seat in the House of Lorda and everything is being 
done to give a responsible and honourable place to India in 
the councils of the Empire. All this leads to ·the conclusion 
that the day will not be far distant when· India will have 
complete political freedom, as is foreshadowed in His Majesty's 
Proclamation which has been hailed with great delight by the 
whole country. 'rhe Act undoubtedly is a first and substantial 
step in that direction. The Royal Proclamation makes our 
position still very clear. We hail with fervent gratitude all 
these blessings. It is only meet that a national ·welcome of 
this kind should be accorded to ·it. Not only iii the Press, 
but also on the platform. What part the ::1\Ioderates took iu 
bringing about these reforms has been well described in 'the 
address of the chairman of the Reception Committee, but ii 
more evidence were needed I would refer you to what that 
vetera.n statesman Dr. Subramanyam of :Madras said. He 
says "In spite of all that has been said against the Moderates 
they were entitled to very great credit. He would like to 
say in common justice that they had rendered a great service 
in obtaining the scheme. The way in which they established 
friendly relations almost from the commencem'ent . with 
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1\lr. ;Montagu and the maintenance of that cordial relationship 
down to the very last and the way in which by the evidence 
of the representatives they impressed the Joint Committee, all 
these might be taken · to have contributed materially to the 
Act as it stood at present." We pride ourselves upon • 
the fact that the early passing of the Act is due to the con
ciliatory attitude, the moderation and the co-operation of 
the Moderate party and the above is a welcome testimony 
to the services the moderate party has rendered. And the 
more welcome the testimony is as it comes from one who is 
no partisan and writes in no partisanspirit. In speaking about 
the Reforms, · I may however say that the change which is 
presently reported to have come in the attitude of the 
Congress, if true, in favour of Reforms has removed one 
obstacle to united action to make the reforms successful among 
the several political parties. I hope that other causes of 
differences may be removed and time may yet come when all 
political parties may work jointly with mutual respect and 
restraining influences to make the reforms the great success 
which their authors and the well-wishers of the Act so 
hopefully anticipate. 

The Hon. Mr. Gokuldas Parekh in supporting the Reso
lution said :-Mr. President, brother Delegates and gentlemen, 
I have much pleasure in supporting the Resolution which is 
now before you. All or' you know that the experiment that 
is now being made is a novel one. There has not up to now 
been a single case of evolution from an autocratic Government 
into a Government responsible to the electors. This is the 
:first experiment of its kind and I would liken it to a gift of a 
packet of seeds by persons who know that these seeds will be 
well cultivated. The gift has been made to you with the full 
knowledge that it will bring to you an excellent harvest and 
we receive it with the full knowledge that it is likely to do us 
considerable good and bring forth good fruit. Under these 
circumstances I submit that it would be altogether un-Indian 
if we accept the gift sulkingly. We must in every case of a 
gift try to receive it greatfully and I trust that qur people will 
try to do so. With these observations I beg to support the 
Resolution. · 

the Hon. Mr. Srinivas Sastri said :-Mr. President, 
brother delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it is with the gre!ttest 
pleasure that I come upon the platform to support this Resolu
tion. It is by far the most important of the Resolutions that you 
will deal with to-day and to-morrow and ifwe dwell at some 
length upon it I do not think that we shall at all mis-spend 
our time. This Resolution opens with a regret that no liberali
sation has been allowed in the Central Government of India. 
It is certainly a matter of regret. Our veteran leader has 
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already told you that all the deputations from India pressed 
the introduction of dualism in the Government of India with 
unanimity. That was rejected by the Joint Committee. But 
our regret at this may well be qualified and tempered by a 
certain consideration. While with one hand rejecting this 
common request of ours the Joint Committee have given us 
instead so many improvements in the Central Government 
that we are under no necessity at all to go into mourning 
or to shed tears at this ommission (Hear, hear). They have 
given us three Members on the Executive Council of the 
Viceroy. They have given us what we did not dare ask for, 
namely, the power of voting the imperial Budget (Cheers). 
We never had this before and as far as I remember it was not 
one of the seriously pressed points in our programme. The 
Joint Committee however have realized that when this big 
step of Reform is taken and christened responsible government, 
it will be absurd to deny to the representatives of the people 
even the right of voting their own taxes and so they have-with 
qualifications it is true, with subtractions it is true-given us in 
the Imperial Council the right to vote the Budget. The 
Viceroy, if he pleases, may consider any vote that has been 
denied or any item that has been reduced as having been voted 
in its entirety. That, however is to be construed, as 
I have said, as a deduction from our power but not as a total 
denial of it. We have got this great gain. Then we have got 
fiscal autonomy which Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea has already 
mentioned. Then above all they have gone much further than 
we had intended and given us in the Imperial Council a First 
House consisting of 140 Members of whom 100 will be elected 
and a Second House of 60 l.Iembers of whom 40 will be elected. 
Now this is a constitution, you will grant, which is a very 
considerable improvement even on the English House of Lords. 
Where there is a difference or a kind of deadlock between the 
two Houses, all such matters in dispute are to be decided by a 
Joint Committee of both Houses where the elected Members 
will be in an overwhelming majority. Now all ·these things 
put together increase our power in the Central Government 
to such an extent that I think you will allow that my claim 
has been made good that really the denial of actual dualism 
in that Government is not after all a m~t.tter ~or unqualified 
regret. 

Now coming to the Provinces we have also obtained a 
good deal. We have obtained practical control over the · 
administration and we have . obtained practical control over 
Finance, over what is known as the power of the purse. I 
well remember the fateful December of 1908 when the 
Congress met in :Madras and it was left to :Mr. Gokhale 
(Applause) to explain and expound the :Minto-lforley Reforms 
before they were actually put into operation. He stated at 

The Hon. 
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The Hon. ·· th~t time that'Y~ile what ~e h.;;td there was merely associatiqtt 
Mr. Srinivas · 
Sastri. with G:overnment, what we had up . .to that time was ·only 

consultation with the Government and thereafter Wtr,.~houlq 
have association with the GovernmEWt and he then added-if 
I remember correctly-that·' t}).at did . not me~q. participation, ~ 
in the Government-that would come in time he said. I 

' . ' ' ' ' ' 

wonder if he re~ized then thf;l,t that participation would come 
so soon ~ut it has now come .. Long kept out of the temple of 
self-government we were admitted into it by slow d~grees, 

first, into. its outer court in the year 1908, and we are now 
admitted to. the full privilege of ~orship ·in that . tempi~ 
(Applause). ·Self-Government . is now ours. Provincial 
Government, it is my privilege to tell you, is now practi.cable. 
Our good friends on the other side com.plain that we have not. 
got provincial autonomy yet, whole and entire. That is per-· 
fectly true. It. is another step that we have to take apd I hope
it will be the next step. But then I hope that I am not. 
guilty of over-interpretation of the · various _privileges of the 
Bill and of the recommendations of the Joint Committee not. 
yet unfolded in the Bill but they are .certainly made the 
subject of Rules practically; having ~~e force of an Act. I 
do not wish at all to over-in,terpret but. I am bound to assume 
:that the pro~isions of the Aqt wi~l in practice yield to us 
benefits on the footing that you!: Ministers, your representa
tives in the Legislative Councils, will be men of initiative, of 
courage, of patriotism_, of ability to u~e what t~ey have placed 
in their hands to the best advantage in the country (Applause). 
Taking it at that and supposing.· that ·our men wil~· USE:t the 
power they get to the best advantage;: then what will our foot-
ing in the· Provincial Government amount.to 1 Please remember· 
that we are· going to have at l~ast three Indians to one 
European in the Government of every. Prc:>vince, perhaps four:· 
Indians to every European-that js:to say supposing there are
three Ministers instead of two as you are sure one day to have. 
Now that means that the Government is predominantly manned. 
by Indians. · Now do not tell. me that one of these will be ~:
pure official responsible· to Parliament and . to the Secretary 
of State, that he will not be the _chosen of th~ people .. · That 
is true only on the surface. If you e~amine it carefully you will· 
agree with me that practically yo:u will have th~ee g~od Indians·. 
responsible all' of them to the elected House of Legislature. 
That one who is in the Ex:eoutive Council working with two 
brother Indians will not be able to separate himsel~ for a long· 
time or on any vital matter as if standing by ·himself on . a. 
different platform. The press1,1re of the atmosphere around. 
him will be irresistable and for ail practical purposes you may 
consider that the day of the unmitigated Bureaucrat, white· o~· 
brown, is ended (Laughter and applause). You will.then hav~ 
for all practical purposes three men all of them responsible ta;
the Legislative House. 
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., ·;: And· then what becomes of the division between Transferred 
and Reserved subjects. · Now I make. another statement 
which you may consider bold .but ·which .. I co"nsider. none too 
b?Id on the supposition that ,·:when the power is placed in your 
hands to elect your own representatives .you elect the proper 
men. A certain number of functions will no doubt be reserved 
to the Executive Government &lid they· in the last resort will 
have power to administer them as they· please, · to make laws 
for us, not altogether as they please, . but more · or less on the 
lines we direct. But still to the Governor is now entrusted 
the power of over-riding the decision of the Legislature as 
r~gards the Reserved Departments but not absolutely without 
qualification. · This power he will have to exercise under such 
difficulties as will make it impossible for any ' particular 
Governor to exercise it more than .. once . in his regime. Every 
single. exercise. of this extreme power of over· riding the cfeci
sion of the Legislature will :make the subsequent exer~ise of 
it more difficult and I am perfectly. certain. that a Governor. 
will be foolish in the extreme · who repeatedly sets aside such 
decision, passes laws on his own acc<?unt and goes before the 
Select Committee of Parliament with a case to make . out and 
then also runs the risk of. being over-ruled. altogether 'or 
negatived by the vote of Parliament itself. ·In point of fact 
a (}overnor who appeals in such a way may not in any given 
case have the decision going against . him, but the trouble 
will be so great, the bother of making out a case in England 
against the representatives of the people will be so great 
th~t, as. I have told ·you before, I have every confidence, an& 
you will agree with me, that. he will not dare to exercise it 
too frequently. That then is a power which i~ bound sooner 
Qr later to fall into dissuetude. Practically therefore the: 
Reserved Subjects considering that your Ministers are going 
to be three in number (l am using the word Minister loosely) 
and practically therefore even your Reserved Subjects7 if we 
only know how to use our power, are already half tr~tnsferred, 
to us. 

The Bon.·· ·· 
Mrr. SriniTas·· :· 
Sa.stri. : ... , 

Then as regards the power of the purse, you will be perhaps 
interested to hear that the Joint Committe~ ~et aside the 
recommendation of the Government of India in this particular 
and restored this item, the power of the purse, to the position 
which it occupied in the Joint report of Lord Chelmsford. ' 
and 1fr. Montagu. We have control all along the line, 
Transferred or Reserved, of the purse subject only to the 
q.ualification that as regards the . Reserve Subjects the Govern· 
ment will have the power of restoring items which may be 
struck out or reduced by us. It is a serious qualification but. 
it is still a qualification which is bound: to grow less and less. 
important in time. . We have therefore practicaUy a control 
Qver the purse in the Provinces., Now let me ask you serioqsly , 
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whether \ve may not claim· that even in the Provinces we 
have, if not complete, at least locally acknowledged Provincial 
autonomy. We have such a degree of Provincial Autonomy 
that for all practical purposes ·.we may consider it fairly 
complete and that. in a few years it is bound to be theoritically " 
complete. At the time when these ·reforms were first announced 
you knew that the politicians· in India were divided into two 
camps, we calling ··ourselves Moderates and the other party 
sometimes· calling themselves Nationalists, sometimes with 
bravado styling themselves Extremists as· well. They said 
that the true tactics were 'to deprecate these Reforms and say· 
that they were nothing and to ask for the whole thing; not 
necessarily with a view to get the whole · but· with a view to 
get as much as possible in such a bargain. ' we told them that 
on the contrary that the truer policy was· to stand forward and 
declare our cordial opinion that these Reforms are substantial 
and say that we welcome them and· accept them as supporters 
and defenders of the Scheme and then to ask as friends and 
supporters to be entitled to certain extensions here and certain 
improvements there so that the Scheme will really be such as we 
deserve or can work with 'advantage. It was then said that these 
were bad tactics. · We ventured to think that they were good 
tactios, not only good policy, but goOd tactics as well. You know 
that as a result of our differences we were obliged to separate 
ourselves and organise a camp of our own. Now the time has 
come to ask whether they or we have proved the true prophets 
(Hear hear, and applause). I venture to think that it is almost 
beyond question that we have. ·proved the truer prophets. 
(Cheers). Of course it is open to people to claim that every~ 
thing that has been obtained, has been· obtained through them 
and that we contributed nothing but obstruction and a little 
hesitation. But I think that it will be admitted even by 
certain people on· the other side who have not altogether 
taken leave of their sense ofj'ustice and fairness-I think it will be 
universally admitted that we who took the view that it was the 
wisest and likewise the best course to appear as friends of the 
Scheme and as its supporters,-that we have contributed 
largely towards obtaining for India this very large measure of 
Responsible Government (Applause). 

I will tell you in one word in many ways this Scheme 
has been improved, and when I say this Reform Act 
improves the Scheme, please understand that I am compar
ing the Reform Act as it is ~ay not with the recommenda~ 
tion of the Government of India of the ·5th March for they 
went back a good deal, but with · the original Montagu
Chelm'sford Report. You may remember that we were in various 
ways dissatisfied with that Report and were asking for a great 
many things in excess of that. Have we obtained anything 1 
If ever that Scheme has been extended, if we have be~n able 
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to get improvements here and improvements there then our The Hon. 
Mr. Srinivas 

<:laim to have taken the right course in i917 has been Sastri. . 
substantiated. I think we can claim that we have obtained a 
great many improvements. Everything in the Central 
Government which I have described to you is an improvement. 
But there is one other thing which you may remember. 
The Joint Committee has given us, and practically .included 
it in the Bill as well, that we are going to have elected 
Presidents of the popular Houses hereafter. This is a thing 
to which the Government of India attach no importance. 
Seemingly they did not attach very great importance but they 
took very great care to write in strong terms that we should 
not have elected Presidents at all. I was one ef these who 

. believed at the time and ·still believe that without elected 
Pre:-idents your popular Houses will be feeble,· and will be slow 
in finding out their. own privileges and ineftective in standing 
on their own feet. It is when it is presided over by an offieer 
chosen by itself that it will obtain the fullest room for self
expression. Now that has been obtained and several other things 
which it will take too long a time for me to mention. · I claim 
then that we were fully justified at the time in assuming the role 
<>f friends and supporters of the Bill for in that way we really 
have succeeded in extending the Bill and obtaining many 
improvements in it. Now having in that way obtained a big 
measure of responsible Government, what is the attitude that 
this House of Liberals is going to take in regard to it. The 
last Clause of this resolution lays down the necessity for· 
hearty co-operation between all sections of the community, 
Europeans and Indians, officials and non-officials. The Ron. 
Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea has referred to the Europeans 
.and their attitude, has referred to the Indian Civil Service and 
their attitude. But, my good friends if you will not consider 
me guilty of high treason to this camp, if you will not consider 
me a heretic and a renegade, permit me to say that this 

invitation to co-operate must now be extended in all 
honest good citizenship even to our brethern of the National 
Congress (Applause). They are Indians, they are the 
citizens of the future India, just as much as ourselves 
(Applause). Their co-operation, their full understanding 
of the Reform Scheme, their fullest sympathy with ns in 
the working of the new Act are absolutely essential. 
It is a great pity that one of the leaders of the Congress 
.should have gone there after having declared it as his opinion 
that the Extremist Party should capture all the seats in the 
new Houses. For what purpose 1 Not for the purpose of 
extracting from the Reform Act all the benefits and adva~tages 
which it is capable of conferring, but for the purpose of show· 
ing that this Reform Act is unworkable (Cries of shame, 
shame), that it will not do, that the whole thing must be tarn 
up and a new constitution devised for the purpose of satis-
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fying the politic11l aspirations of .India. Where. will that lead 
to? To nothing but ,permanent anarchy and chaos. I am. 
positive that counsel. will · not prevail. even in the Indian 
National Congress; 'rhere i~ among them even now, I. am 

.happy to stat~ from .personal knowledge, a very considerable • 
body of opin~on (Applause) thai this. Reform Act is a substan
tial measure of Responsible Govel'Oment (Applause). Unless 
everything goes against us even the Indian National Congress. 
-will be passing to--day a Resolution more or less on these lines 
(Applaus(l). To· some who are utterly consumed with the 
·spirit . of partisanship that may not be· good news but to
me it is truly good news. It · is the happiest augury that 
the Indian National Congress from which we have had with 
so much regret to separate ourselves the other day, should 
have come round now to our .view (Applause). What better 
triumph can there be for the Moderates than this. ·We have 
succeeded then more than we . anticipated, even sooner than w& 
had hoped (Applause). 

Now, brother Delegates, I am fully persuaded· on every 
side .there will be a recongnition that the New act , will mark 
a new era and that therefore we must enter upon · it . with a 
new outlook on politics generally. - O~r whole attitude towards 
Government must change. Hitherto,.· whatever you may say 
theoretically, the Moderate~ and the- Extremists employed a, 
virulent policy. All of us had a suspicion of Government. 
We never felt fully that it was ours (Cheers).. We always 
thought we were outsiders, sometimes threatening, sometimes 
cajoling, but ()n the whole we, considered ourselves. standing 
outside the external door and denied power in the inner
councils of the Administration. It is quite otherwise now. 
When the new Councils are started, the Government will be 
ours {Applause), If that is so, it requires a fundamental 
change of outlook. We must turn right about towards the 
new Government. It may be very easy to turn right about. 
on drill, it is not so easy to execute a right about turn in your 
minds, especially in your attitude towards the Gonrnment. 
During the last 35 or 36 years of our political existence we have
always taken a certain criticalattitude towards the Government,. 
lacking in sympathy,· always suspecting some . inner motive,· 
never feeling that our views would be listened to, but now 
every word of ours will have its own share in shaping our 
destinies. Every serious thought which we Indians may~ have
will tell. All your programmes, your newspaper leaders. 
your platform speeches, everything will. have its own weight. 
in the Legislative Councils. You can all take a . hand in the· 
making of your laws, in the raising of your revenue, in fuct . io. 
the shaping of your destiny ... Where .then is the . hesitation in: 
asking that every citizen in this country, whoever he may be,. 
Extremist or Moderate,· should. change his attitude entirely,.. 
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,should realize fully the power granted in the new Constitution1 

should with fear and trembling in his heart at the respon~ 
sibility put upon his shoulders enter the sacred precincts of 
this new Constitution and worship fully, taking his place as a 
-citizen of the Indian Empire {Applause). I wish to end on this 
note because it is a very serious responsibility that we have. 
You may remember that even in the. private reports which 
we have had of the debate in both Houses, how Member after 
.Member, those who were friendly as well as those who were 
not so friendly to us, spoke in accents of genuine hesitation, 
.sometimes not unshared by me and others who are amongst 
us, who have shared the troubles of the past few years,-how 
1\iember after Member got up and said "We have conferred a 
great measure of self government on India, we are making a 
.great experiment, what will come of it all. We hope that the 
future Ministers, the future representatives of the people, the 
future taxpayers of the country, will all realize entirely their 
fullest responsibility." You will remember that the eyes of 
the whole world are on ·us watching how we use this new 
power. On that will depend in a great measure not only 
whether we Indians ought ~o get more power of a constitutional 
time hereafter, but also the future question of the whole of 
Asia-whether Asiatics can work representative institutions· 
and develop responsible governments and use them in an 
orderly peaceful and thoroughly constitutional way. These are 
the mighty questions which our future conduct of our own 
.administration will set at rest. It behoves us all to remember 
these immense responsibilities and that is why I for my part 

.accept the terms of the last part of the resolution and would 
give the invitation to co~operate to everybody even to the other 
:side. (Loud and continued applause). 

Mr. T. H. Campbell Howes supported the resolution. 
He said :-Ladies and gentlemen, it is customary, I believe, 
for a speaker at a public meeting to preface his remarks with 
.an apology for his appearance. But I will make no such con
cession to tradition. On the contrary I make bold to say that 
when the opportunity of addressing you as a Member of the 
Reception Committee of this Conference was offered me I 

' seized it with avidity because I feel that on this occasion the 
-voice of every non·official ·European who believes in . the bare 

justice of constitutional reform in India and who is not dumb 
' should make itself heard as a man who has made a study of 

publicity methods I am naturally a firm believer in the efficacy 
of propaganda, and no propaganda· worthy the name can be 
conducted by the select few. It is our business here to-day 
to speak for the great majority of Indian people, and to wel
·come on behalf of the men and women of our several communi
ties the great Christian gift of the Reforms Act which l!fr. 
llontagu like a modern Santa Claus has fashioned for us. It 
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is our task to-day and our duty, to raise our voices counter t() 
the voices of the Extremists on either side who would repu
diate or wreck the measure. Though the bald statement may 
shock the susceptabilites of some among us, it is none the less 
true that we are to-day largely propagandists, and, as I have ~ 

said, effective propaganda mu~ be emphasized by quantity 
as well as by quality. Every additional voice that can be· 
raised on our side is of service-and this is why I was quick to· 
accept the honour of membership on this Conference's Recep
tion Committee. 

Although I cannot claim to be here with a mandate from 
the non-official European Community to support the wise and 
farseeing statesmanship of Lord Chelmsford and Mr. Montagu, 
I can, and do declare that my views are the views of every 
fair-minded Englishman in India who has given a little un-
prejudiced thought to the subject. The pity is that hitherto· 
not too many of my community have ventured to do this, but 
the number of those who have done so is steadily growing, 
and every day that passes adds adherents to the policy I am 
proud to support, I dare say I shall be criticized-not to say 
attacked-in some quarters as a traitor to the salt of the Ellropean 

·Association. The prospect does not alarm me unduly, for I 
recognise that the European Association's policy of yester
day and to-day can hardly be described as a popular one even 
among its members. Of the 8000 men and women who subs
cribe to the Association's funds I W()uld be surprised if more
than 500 had really studied either the Reforms Scheme or the 
provisions of the Reforms Act. · And the 500 individuals who 
have done so, will, I fancy, not be among my critics. It is a 
theory of mine, supported by conversations with many friends, 
European and Indian, that every normal Englishman who takes 
the trouble to acquaint himself with the politics of this wonder
ful land must needs be as honest a Home Ruler as India's 
Demosthenes, Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea. Differences of 
opinion as to the rate of progress which India should make 
towards complete Self-Government there might exist, but on 
the broad subjects of constitutional Reform there can be no
two views among honest and well-informed Englishmen who· 
think for themselves. I have noticed criticism in India to the. 
effect that the non-official European Community in this country 
did not agitate sufficiently-did not press their Association's 
views with sufficient force. And it has occurred to me that. 
what 1\Ir. Welby might fancy was mere apathy and sluggish 
lack of enthusiasm among his followers, was really passive: 
support of that party which favoured sweeping Reform. Ladies. 
and Gentlemen, I ask you to believe that among the men and 
women of my community there are more unprofessed, and 
even unknowing supporters of the fine statesmanship of Lord. 
Chelmsford nnd l\Ir. .Montagu than many Indians imaginer 
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It is a significant fact, upon which too much stress cannot be 
laid, that at the very moment at which Mr, welby and Lord 
Sydenham were assuring Lord Selbourne's Joint Committee 
that the British commercial community in India were panic· 
stricken at the prospect of the Reform Act. at that very 
moment India was in the midst of a company promoting boom 
in which lakhs of Britishers' rupees were involved. While 
the House of Commons was being solemnly warned that 
British brains and capital would nevet• consent to risk their 
future in a Reformed India, we Englishmen in thiS country 
were investino- larO'ely in the new industrial concerns which 

0 0 

all of us, Europeans and Indians, hope will make of India's 
trade future somethino- inconcievable brirrht in the annals of 

0 0 

nations. And not only have Englishmen in India seized the 
very moment of the Reforms Controversy to prove their faith 
in the future of the country, and the good sense and business 
capability of India, but to-day, after the Reform Act has 
received the Royal consent we hear of vast shipbuilding 
enterprises actually contemplating emigration from the banks 
of the Clyde to the banks of the Hooghly. Facts are stronger 
and more convincing than words, and whatever ·may be the 
tone of my Community's official statement, nothing could more 
clearly prove that, neither in India nor in Great Britain, do 
British business~men fear for India's future. Ladies and gentle
men, I have referred to the eloquent fact of renewed indus
trial activity in India, but there is a feature of this incident 
in the history of India's development, which, to my views, 
is a sign and a glad portend of the future, I refer to the c~ 
operation between Indians and Europeans in business enter
prise, which co-operation is so strongly marked to-day. This 
friendly co-operation, this meeting of Indian and Europeans 
<On the Director's Board of so many new companies, this joint 
taking of business risks, appears to be a happy augury for 
the future. Good businessmen of one community have been 
brought into close business relationship with equally capable 
men of another community. They will not be slow to 
appreciate the good sense of those with whom they work. 
Already these business meetings (comparitively new to 
Calcutta, but the recognised thing in Bombay) are producing . 
social effects, and the friendship of the Boardroom is penetra· 
ting the drawingroom. And if when with merely the joint 
commercial interests of a company at stake Indians and 
Europeans, have so readily and easily learned the value of 
friendly co-operation, it is too much to expecL that with the 
destinies of a continent at stake political co-operation is 
impossible between the best men of our communities 1 N 0, 

ladies and gentlemen it is not an optimistic opinion I express, 
but merely the commonsense view. Believe me, there are not 
many men of my community who regard the future with 
misgivings. On the contrary, very many of us gladly recog-
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nise that the Reform Act was long overdue, and· we concede 
that a people which has fought by our side, has fought as 
bravely as the btavest among us for the liberation of other 
nations, a people whose business men are among the shrew~ 
dest, whose individuals can equal the best men we can produce ~ 
at any given branch of human effort, a people whose philosophy 
and religious thought are models for the world-this people is 
entitled to self government at the earliest moment compatible 
·with efficiency. It should not be necessary to appeal for 
co-operation between Europeans and Indian to make the 
Reforms a success. I know, I am convinced, that the good 
sense which distinguishes the Indian as well as the English 
man, will bring about this friendly co-'operation so far as the 
non-official elements of both communities are concerned. And 
I am not concerned here with the remote possibility of 
departmental friction between officials,· for I pay. the Indian 
Civil service and the Public Services generally the compliment 
'of crediting their Members with nearly as much fairness, sanity 
and commonsense as go to make a successful businessman. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, my appearance here to-day is 
merely that of one with a message-a message assuring you, 
and all those who will read reports of this Conference's Meetit~g, 
of the sympathetic and friendly c~operation of fair-minded 
Europeans in making the Reforms a success, and in defeating 
the mischievous efforts of those enemies to fairness and 
progress-the Extremists on both sides. But I cannot conclude 
my remarks without paying the best of my abilities a tribute 
to the men to whom we owe the Reforms Act. To His 
Irnperial Majesty, the King Emperor, the thanks and hom~ge 
of every man and woman who love India are due for the 
epocbmaking Proclamation with which the Royal Consent 
to the measure was announced. I have noticed unfair and 
ungracious suggestions and hints-more especially in that 
section of the press rightly dubbed "reactionary" to the effect 
that the text of His Majesty's fine proclamation was the work 
of Mr. Montagu-or at least inspired by the Secretary of State. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure you will join with me in 
setting down these suggestions as merely the work of inter
ested men anxious to be little the significance of the Procla
mation. We know that His Majesty has ever taken a deep 
interest in India and that his sympathies ha;e gone out to 
the people of this country in greater measure perhaps than 
has heen the case with any of his predecessors on . the Throne. 
Under the circumstances, the malevolent suggestions tha~ 

the Proclamation was not His Majesty's spontaneous accep
tance and enlargement of his Parliament's policy, is nothing 
short of an insult to the Crown and to our intelligence. (1) 
I am sure that every Indian and European was profoundly 
touched by the mark of His Majesty's confidence in his subject's 
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loyalty in directing the release of political prisoners, and I am Mr. T. B. 
Campbell 

equally confident that those who have been, or will be released, Howes. 
as a result of His Majesty's act of clemency will justify that 
fine confidence. To His Excellency Lord Chelmsford who 
works so steadily and courageously with the Secretary of State' 
in the cause of India's Constitutional freedom-who remains 
unmoved in the face of the storm of reactionary criticism 
that would have daunted lesser statesmen,-we are profoundly 
grateful, and with our thanks to a chivalrous and honest 
English gentleman we must combine the assurance that we 
will loyally assist him by every. means in our power to help 
forward the success of the measure with which his name is 
associated. And what shall I say of :Mr. Montagu 1 The 
greatest, most farseeing and most courageous Cabinet Minister 
of the Day-a man who combines the splendid vision of the idealist 
with the consummate tact of England's cleverest parliamenta-
rian, a statesman who has identified himself throughout his 
brief but wonderfully productive career with the cause of India's 
progr.ess,......:to him India, and all who love the country, owe so 
much that only time· will reveal the extent of his great life's 
work. It is to Mr. :Montagu's credit that certain organs ·of the 
European Press in India has consistently combined to vilify 
him and his policy. He has been described by misguided· 
and misguiding Eng lish journalists in India as the political 
adventurer who is out to build for himself a reputation at the 
expense of the security of I~dia and the Empire. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, the tactics of those who decry Mr. Montagu and 
his fine work are as old and as transparent as they are 
despicable. The untruthful vilification of an opponent is now 
recognised all the world over as the decadant politicians' 
confession of the weakness of his case. It is unfair methods 
such as these which have brought the reactionaries into such 
disrepute among the people of India, and I venture here to 
declare that unless much of the journalism in India conducted 
by my own countrymen is purged of its gross unfairness its 
narrowmindedness, its betrayal of the ideals of every 
honest Englishman, the regrettable bitterness that has 
pervaded politics in India will not die out. {2) Ladies and 
Gentlemen for all the reactionaries may slander him, if there 
is a Statesman in the world to-day who induces belief in the 
theory of the superman, it is capable, splendidly confident, 
unassuming, Mr. lfontagu-the most practical of idealists and 
the greatest Secretary of State that has ever ruled at White-
hall. But there are others who have worked on- behalf of the 
Reforms. There is, first, our Governor, Lord Ronaldshay, 
who, with Lord Willingdon, helped lir . . Montagu and Lord 
Chelmsford to withstand the efforts of those Lieutenant 
Governors who maintained that the Act was too great a. 
concession. His Excellency the Governor of Bengal bas 
proved himself a wide and sympathetic friend to the Indian 
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aspirations, and now has flung all the weight of his enthusiasm 
and power into the task of providing Bengal with industrial 
education. I have mentioned only one recent illustration of 
His Excellency Lord Ronaldshay's Statesmanship, for it was 
typical of all he has done. Bengal's industrial future lies 
largely in the schools, of the Presidency, and His Excellency 
has set himself to secure success in this, as in all other avenues 
of the Presidency's progress. The co-operation of Lords Sinha 
and }feston at the Imperial Conference, and more recently in 
the House of Lords to secure the passage of the Reforms Bill, 
has appealed to every imagination as typifying the India of 
to-day where European and Indian will work together for the 
country's welfare. 

I have witheld mention of the name which is on all your 
lips until now, because I wished to dispose of the official 
and semi-official· friends of Reform before alluding to one 
whose whole life, public and private, has been devoted to the 
cause of constitutional progress. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea 
the venerable leader and politician who· is among us here 
to-day, must be a proud man, for to him may be ascribed 
actually and in all truth the inspiring of J\1r. Montagu and 
Lord . Chelmsford. As a leader in the Partition Agitation 
Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea a decade ago indirectly but none 
the less surely, inspired Mr. Montagu to a policy of liberalism, 
and I am sure . our Secretary of State will be the first to 
acknowledge the help received from the man who has done 
more for this country's political advancement than any other 
leader of the people in India to-day. And I am of opinion that 
Surendranath's fearless and splendid opposition of Extremism, 
which opposit.ion has safeguarded the cause of progress, is 
among the most courageous of his Acts as a politician. When 
he saw that rash cou.nsels and the hasty extremism of hot· 
heads imperilled the country's political and internal safety, 
he formed the Moderate Party which he leads to-day, and 
which is now the most influential and most strongly supported 
of India's political parties. Mr. Bannerjea I repeat, must be 
a proud man for to him more than to any other 1,10n-official 
in the Empire belongs the title of . "Father of the Reforms.n 
A word of thanks is due, likewise to those ladies and gentlemen 
who supported Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea's most ·recent 
victorious political campaign in Great Britain, and to that 
remarkable, conscientious and brave lady Mrs. Annie Besant 
who, like Mr. Bannerjea, is not afraid to oppose Extremists, 
and whose untiring work and thoroughly up-to-date political 
campaign in Great Britain, helped Mr. Montagu's cause 
immensely. J\Irs. Besant is an Irishwoman, and I am sure 
that she will agree with me when I suggest that if the cause 
of Irish Home Rule has been in the capable hands of :Mr. 
Montagu, assisted by Mr~ Bannerjea, Mrs. Besant and their 
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would be as happy and contented a country as India promises Howes:· 
to be. 

Although I have expressed my faith in the good sense· of 
my community, I would here appeal to those few Britishers, 
who, misled by certain papers or their own lack of under
standing, stand in opposition to the policy we are met to 
support. I appeal to this minority to "play the game." The 
story of human progress is a tale of evolution and I am sure 
no Englishman will deny that India's evolution has been rapid. 
The great majority of us hold that the time has come when 
the people of this country must in common fairness be given 
a fair share in the responsibility of administration, and that 
their participation in the government of the country should 
steadily increase until such time as India, emerging from her 
political apprenticeship, is given complete self-government. 
And it cannot be too often impressed upon the minds of our 
·opponents that the wayof. the Reforms Act is the only way. 
Alternative schemes put forward by Extremists on both sides 

·have been tested and considered by a committee of impartial 
men, and, without exception, these alternatives have failed 
before the acid test of impartial criticism. Had the opposi
tion been able to produce a single sound alternative scheme, 
its non-conversion to our point of view could be defended. 
But in view of the utter failure by the parties of the extreme . 
Right and left to produce a . workable and statesmanlike 
scheme, their opposition to-day will be attributed by the world. 
to mere petulence. ·We here, know that the Reform Act is a 
measure both generous and safe, and wa all have confidence 
in the future. That mistakes will be made seems inevitable but 
such should prove to be only blessings disguised. Such mistakes 
.as will be made should be regarded as salutary lessops that 
will add to our wisdom. A great measure of responsibility 
will rest on the first Minister and the new Councils appointed 
under the Act, and that all will rise to the occasion, I am 
entirely confident, I, for one, believe, (and I know that many 
highly placed officials in India to-day are of the same opinion) 
that when they shoulder responsibility our new Ministers, 
Councils, and voters will justify the trust reposed in them by 
His Majesty the King Emperor and his Parliament. The 
machine of Government will be a new one, but at the outset 
the mechanics will have the assistance of trained men in 
working it, and I am sure that the co-operation between the 
apprentices and the older hands will be tactful and cordial, 
and that the legislation and good government manufactured 
by the administrativ~ machine will be of a st~mp satisfactory 
to the owners of the plant-the nation with the installation of 
the new machinery, our work, gentlemen, will have only just 
begun. I am fond of bard work and a firm believer in the 
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good effect on the average human constitution mental and 
physical. Therefore, I hope that none of us will be in a mood 
to shirk the work that lies ahe.ad of us. We are not going 
to succumb to the prevailing mania. of the day and "strike 
work", for our very existence and our future will depend upon~ 
the quality and extent of our personal labours. As a party, 
much lies ahead of us. We have, for one thing, to educate· 
the voter, and influence the Minister, and if we as a party are 
to hold our own we must settle down to work. To prove how 
much as a European I realize, and have long since realized, 
that the success of the Reforms Act lies largely in our ability · 
to educate the people rightly, I may mention what is an open 
secret that for some months past I haYe been planning the 
organization of new European owned papers whose liberal 
policy will reflect the spirit of the times. We hope in the 
course of ~ few . months to be able to throw on the side of' 
the Centre Party a publicity organization of ~ewspapers 

1
and 

magazines that will carry a fair and reasonable policy towards 
Indian aspirations and which will encourage industrial develop
ment bringing Indian and Europeans together to the advance
ment of the best interests of the country, politically, socially 
and industrially. Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you for
your patience in hearing me out and in concluding my remarks 
I would recall my message to you and to the world. The 
recent visit to Calcutta of two gallant Australian airmen has. 
provided us with just the symbol and sign we need to-day~ 
The flight was undertaken as an experiment-it was a tentative 
attempt to link the Empire. ;pessimists spoke largely of". 
"danger" and hinted at failure. The airmen remained undaunted. 
They had confidence in themselves and in their machines. 
They carried on. They succeeded. Captain Sir Ross Smith 
and Lieutenant Sir Keith Smith added another link to the
chain which binds the nations of the British Empire firmly. 
Incidentally, the airmen linked India to Britain and to Austra
lia, each to each. The Reforms Act, like the Australian flight 
has been called a great and daring experiment. Mr. Montagu 
is confident of success,. and so are we. Pessimists prate ofr 
danger and catastrophe. But if the brave adventure of the· 
Australian flight has been guided by pessimists there would 
have been a link less to-day in the Empire's chain of communi
cations. And similarly, Great Britain and India are not going 
to be intimidated by hypothetical risks, from adding another
link to the chain of loyalty that binds India to Great Britain 
-a loyalty that is all the greater because it, has merited and 
received trust. Ladies and Gentlemen, the thinking men and 
women of my community are as assured of India's future well
being, politicnl al!-d Qommercial and social,_ as they are of their· 
own pleasure in the thoughts of immediate co-operation 
with Indians in workina out the destinies of the· Indian. 

0 

Empire. 
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, :To the Resolution I would add a word of especial thanks 
to our own Peer, Lord Sinha of Raipur whose Statesmanship 
and eloquence have so :naturally assisted in the passing of the 
measure into law. .Lord Sinha's work has been referred to by 
abler tongues than mine and any attempt on my part to add to 
the chorus of praise· his Lordship has so deservedly received 
were superfluous. His whole life and career stands before us a 
model of what an Indian of talent and determination can accom ... 
plish against great odds. 

. The Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru who also supported 
the resolution said :-llr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
after the eloquent speeches of the Hon. :Mr. Surendranath 
Bannerjea and the H.on. ~Mr .. Sastri, I think that is hardly 
necessary for rtle to enter into .any details.· But there are 
j.ust one or two matters which I would beg leave hurriedly to 
place before you before I retire. Those of us who are still 

. inclined to continue in their carping spirit with reference 
to the Reforms may well occupy themselves in contrasting the 
conditions which will now be inaugurated with the conditions 
which exist to-day. I can 'best illustrate my meaning with 
reference to the Province in which I have the honour to belong 
and I believe a similar line of argument may be adapted· wit~ 
regard to each one of the senior Provinces of India. 

Now take the Province of the United Provinces of Agra 
and Oudh. We have a· population of 48 millions. I believe 
that I am right in saying that the total number of votes in 
my Province at the present moment does not exceed 3000 to 
4000 all told. Under the new scheme yon will have 14 to 16 

l.akhs of men admitted to vote. 'rake the Legislatiye Council 
of the United Province as it stands to-day. Oudh, out of a. 
total strength of 48 Members of the Legislative Co'uncil of the 
,United Province, has only 21 elected Member~. Now under 
the new scheme, they will have a Council of 118 Members of 
whom 90 to 95 will be elected. I believe that more or less 
the same can be said of Bengal, :Madras. and Bombay. I am 
not quite. sure whether I can recall to my mind the figures 
relating to those Provinces but I am not wide of the mark 
when I say that the result will be practically the same as in. 
the case of these Provinces as in the case of my own Province. 
But then you may say "\Vhat is the good of having a 
large number of men to vote and what is the good of having 

. a large number of men to sit on the Legislative Council unless 
they have full powers." Upon that power again I will remind 
you of two essential features of the Reform Scheme and I will 
also beg of you to contrast those features with the condition 
of things as they stand at present., Now supposing that in 
the Legislative Councils as they stand at the present moment. 
all the non-official Members combined to vote. one w!ly, the.v 
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cannot defeat the official majority." · It would be impossible 
for them to do so. But in the Councils they are to come 
into existence it is clear that by the non-official majority we 
shall have, you can carry any resolution. Now again you 
will remember that your function at the present moment is ~ 
that of mere critics. You may either ex;press your approval 
or your disapproval of any particular measure· of the Govern· 
ment. Undoubtedly it has been the case that in the past 
also when public opinion has impressed itself emphatically 
and repeatedly on any particular measure, it has to a certain 
extent, if not wholly, influenced the policy of Governme~t. 
But in the conditions which will now be inaugurated what will 
happen will be that at last with regard to a number of special 
subjects you will have complete power. Take for instance 
Excise, Public Works, Sanitation and last but not least from 
my point of view of the greatest service take education itself. 
All these subjects are going to be transferred to popular 
control. That is to say they will be administered by men : 
who will be elected from amongst the Members of the Legisla~ 

tive Councils and who will therefore be responsible to the 
Legislative Assemblies. I was astonished to read the other day 
in a certain important newspaper a statement to the effect that 
all this talk about the transfer of education is camouflage, that 
University Education and Secondary Education had not 
been transferred. I do not think I shall be accused of di vulg
ing any secret when I say that last year about this time I 
happened to be working on the Fin~nce Committee and I 
knew what tremendous difficu~ty we, the Indian Members, 
had there in convincing our European Colleagues or at any 
rate some of them that in the highest interests of the country 
it was desirable that education should b~ transferred. I say, 
not with any self pride but with feelings of gratification that 
we succeeded in convincing our Europ~an colleagues that having 
regard to the circumstances the time had come when national . 
education should be entrusted to our men. I say that except 
with regard to one important matter-! will explain to you 
the importance of it immediately, the whole of the University 
Education from top to bottom has been transferred to popular 
control (Applause). All that has been reserved is the power 
of Legislation with regard to new Universities and that has been 
reserved because it is considered desirable from the educational 
point of view that there should be a certain amount of uni
formity in the standards which can be attained, having regard 
to the entire control 'of the Provinces under the control of 
Government by .a Central authority. It has been pointed 
out that the Chiefs' Colleges have not been transferred.· 

Let me tell you how the matter stands. Where are the 
Chiefs' Colleges 1 One is in Rajkot, one in Ajmeer, one in 
Indore. All these have been transferred. The only Chiefs' 
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.College Lahore. We gave a considerable amount of time Sa.pru. 
to the consideration of the question. The Aitcheson College 
·occupies a very peculiar position. It is not accurate to say 
that it is wholly a Chiefs' College. It has not been trans-
ferred because it has been maintained either by the N ~tive 
States or by the Central Government. Now let me remind 

_you that these Chiefs' Colleges have nothing to do with the 
Universities in India. They hold their own examinations. 
They are outE~iue the purview of the ordinary system of 
examination. Then again it has been. pointed out that all 
·education has not been transferred completely because European 
education has been reserved. As if we Indians have taken 

.an absorbing interest, in the education of Europeans eo far. 
Personally speaking I think that it is a distinct advantage 
to us that the education of Indians has been entrusted to 
Indian hands and that the education of Europeans has ~ot 
been. entrusted to Indian hands. It would have perhaps 
-contributed to give rise to racial issues. (Cries of "Certainly",). 
We are not prepared to take that risk. I confess that it is 
·criticism of this character which. misguidef:l the people and 
which gives a false note to the objection. It is for you to 
give a lead to the country on an occasion like this. I am not 
·one of those who believe or who would like you to believe that 

·the Reform Act is going to usher into existence the millenium. 
Nothing of the kind. 1 am not one of those who look on 
the Reform Act as giving us complete Home Rule or Self
·Government. Nothing of the kind but ·I believe that the 
Reforin Act places ·in our hands a powerful weapon for further 
progress. I do believe as those of us who believe in the 
-destiny of this country and who are as strong Home Rulers 
:as any one outside this Hall, that it is quite clear that this 
Bill gives to us opportunities which would not have been 
placed before. us but for this Act. 

There is only one more matter to which I would invite 
;&ttention and then I· will retire. With regard to the Supreme · 
.Council it is perfectly true that no element of responsibility 
bas been introduced therein. But remember, as the Hon. 
~fr. Sastri pointed out to you, that you can influence the policy 
-of Government most effectively by the exercise of your right 
-of vote on the Annual Budget. There is no greater power 
than the right of vote which you can exercise if you wish the 
Government to adopt one policy as against the other. 

Lastly let me tell you that although we in the past have 
been accustomed to speak of the Acts and the Proclamations 
-of 1838 and 1858 as a Magna Charta. I am one of those who 
have always believed that lanauaae of that sort was more or 
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'less metaphorical because if you closely analyse that Act or 
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that Procilamationt of 18'58, whatever else you may find, you 
do not find anywhere therein any promise or pledge ofresponsi
ble Government for India. It is only for the first time now 
that the policy of England has been laid down in Statute form, 
and confirmed by . a Royal Proclamation. So far we were· 
agitating for this. Reform or that Reform without any definite 
goal in view. Now we have a definite goal· and we can ask 
the Government of this country and the people of England t(). 
fulfil that expectation according' to their own promise· and 
according to their own pledge about which there can be no· 
doubt whatsoever. 

Mr. . Erfan Ali who also supported the resolution said :
It would be presumption on my part to add anything to what 
has been said by our · leaders. I only rise to support the 
Resolution and to ask our people to help and co-operate and 
make the Act a success. · 

The Resolution was then put to the vote and· carried unani-
mously. · 

Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer said :--The proposition 
which is committed to my charge is this : . 

Resolution V. 

This Conference deeply regrets the long delay in the 
settlement of satisfactory peace terms with Turkey 
and views with grave concern any political action. 
which may tend to affect the position or dignity of 
the Sultan of Turkey as the Khalifa or the guardian 
of the holy places of Islam. 

This Conference earnestly calls the attention ot His. · 
Majesty's Government to the depth a.nd intensity of 
the feelings of His Majesty's subjects on this question
and strongly pleads for an early and satisfactory 
settlement in consultation with the allies. 

This Conference emphatically urges that any settlement 
which disregards the sentiments. of the Moslem world~ 
with which it is in agreement, will create· widespread, 
discontent and may be detriniental to peaceful prog-. 
ress. 'No. settlement of the Turkish question can in. 
the opinion of this Conference be satisfactory which· 
contravenes the principles of' justice and national 
integrity and Elven fails to redeem the solemn pledges 
made during the war. 

Having. read this resolution it hardly 'seems necessary to· 
speak. in favour of it, because its terms and its . self-expla
natory character must be apparent to all of you. But there 
are one or two considerations which I desire with your leave· 
to place before you. It has been suggested in that speech 
which we have all listened to with the utmost delight, the 
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Reforms which are ushering in a new era it is necessary to enlist 
the co-operation of all communities and the support of all 
classes in this land. From this aspect and for the future good • 
of India, what · problem can be more pressing in its 
urgency and intensity than this problem of the Khalifat. I 
know that it has been stated recently in some Anglo-Indian 
Journals that the enthusiasm on the part of communities 
others than the Moslems is artificial, that this enthusiasm is' 
new born an.d is due to some machiavallianism 'or intrigue 
on the part of dark plotters (Shame.) I assure you friends that 
one who argues in that ·strain must disregard vitally all the 
signs of the times. Undoubtedly the feeling prevalent through-· 
out India__:_and it has . been growing in strength from the 
time of the Congress League Compact at Lucknow-is that the 
prosperity and contentment of the :Moslem cmmunity in this 
country is bound up inextricably with the contentment and 
the well being of other communities as well. (Applause). That 
feeling of solidarity and national unity is gettig to be so strong 
that it is not surprising that in a topic as to which the feelings 
of a large portion of men dwelling in this country are concerned 
so deeply and vitally-it is not surprising that the others should. 
sympathise with them. But· it is not only that ; there is 

•more in it. There are involved in it the desires and ideals 
of our Moslem brethren. And it is not only the desire and 
ideal of those Moslems who acknowledge the Sultan of Turkey as . 
their Caliph and the spiritual head of their faith, who are bent 
on an adjustment of the peace terms in a manner favourable 
to Turkey but even those Moslems who do not acknowledge 
the spiritual supremacy of the Sultan of Turkey; these also are 
. actuated by similar feelings and would resent the crumbling of 
a great Muslim power. They feel that Turkey is the last 
surviving Mahomedan Kingdom in this world and they desire 
that that Kingdom should be preserved in its entirety 
so far as it is compatible with the peace and integrity of 
the world .. England as a great Asiatic power, as a great 
African power, cannot shut her eyes to the fact that from 
China to Morocco there is one common · bond · of feeling. 
actuating the Moslems (Applause). Now it has been said, and 
in this respect I am afraid I may offend some of my moslem 
brothers, that it is necessary therefore at once to as.,ume the 
worst against everyone who is acting· en this matter. I am 
reminded of the resolution passed not so very long ago . urging 
non-co-operation with Great Britain, urging the boycot of 
British gooJs as a kind of threat in respect of this matter. I 
would strongly deprecate any such action in .order to promote 
the success of the cause which we and our Moslem brethren. 
have at heart. They should remember that this is not a · 
British affair alone. It is an European matter concerning all the 
Allies. It must be universally admitted and acknowled"'ed 
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that so far as British statesmen are concerned, they have tried· 
their utmost but they have their colleagues to consult in this 
matter. Notwithstanding certain hesitating utterances from · 
Ministers we have pledges from the highest possible quarters 
that everything that can be done will be done. I have been 
told that the Sheffield speech of the Premier is a great set back, 
but at the same time you will remember . that the same 
statesman made a pronouncement 011. the 5th January 1918. 

Taking everything together, and having due admittance to the 
latest pronouncement of Mr. Montagu I think we are entitled 
to assume that the old pledges will be fulfilled and we ought to 
co-operate with English statesmen in oraer to strengthen their 
·hands instead of alienating their feelings. If we do that we 
shall succeed these realities than by me.re ascription of bad faith. 
It is from these points of view that I would ask the Conference 
to adopt this resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Moulvi Abdus Salam in seconding the 
Resolution said :-Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I 
deem it a privilege to second the resolution that has just been 
moved in eloquent terms by our revered friend and leader the 
Hon. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea. Belonging myself to the 
Moderate Moslem party, represented by the Central National 
l\1 ahomedan Association, and . addressing an assembly ··of the • 
leaders of the Moderate party in India, I will try to adopt the 
language of studied moderation in dealing with the Resolution, 
however strongly one may feel about it. But before dealing 
with the subject matter of the resolution, I will just say a .word, 
about the significance of such a resolution being adopted by 
this Conference .. of HindU: and Moslem leaders of the Moderate 
party in India, and also about the significance of its being 
moved by a veteran and eminent Hindu Nationalist leader like 
the Ron. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea. And what is that. 
significance ? It is this, that the Hindu and Moslem leaders 
in India in their endeavour towards the realization of Indian 
Nationalism have sunk their differences, closed their ranks, and 
are united together into one solid phalan~ of brotherhood intO> 
the service of India, their common Motherland, and as such 
they join in each other's joys and sorrows. And just as the 
blood of the martyred heroes of Amritsar and the Punjab has 
cemented the bonds of the new-born Indian Nationalism, the 
threatened expulsion of the ruling Turks who are an Asiatic 
race, from Europe has infused fresh.vigour into the fibres of 
Indian Nationalism. It may suit some European writers to say 
that the .Mussulmans ,..and the Indians have no business tO> 
sympathise with the misfortunes of the Turks in Europe and 
Asia. They have just as much right to sympathise· with the 
'l'urks as the English have the right to sympathise with 
the European Christians in Africa or Australia. In any. 
case, the Indians have a greater right to sympathise 
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ha_ve also the ·right to sympathise with the Turks, as the· 
latter are the only Asiatic race that yet holds aloft the 
standard of sway over European soil, and as such forms a 
·solitary set-off against the Aggressive militarism of European 
races, who have made Asiatic countries their happy 
hunting ground. The Mussulmans have a right to· sympathise 
with the Turks, because Turkey is the last independent 
"Stronghold of Islamic civilization in the world-a civilization 
,vhich rescued Europe in the middle ages from the fetters of 
barbarianism and ignorance, and which, owing to its message 

-of peace, equality and fraternity, charity and chivalry and 
negation of self, is still needed for the salvation of the world, 
-and specially for the salvation of Europe from its fetters of 
narrow nationalism aud hideous materialism, which culminated 
in the last terrible war. And moreover, the Sultan of Turkey 
is regarded by the bulk of the :Moslem world · as their 
Khalifat~ul-momenin, and as such is entitled to their religious 
homage. The British Government at the beginning . of the 
war gave its pledge that the Khalifat was a question that was 
to be decided by Moslem opinion alone. Moslem opinion through
out India and in all parts of the Moslem world, including the 
notable Arab Amir ~,eilul, the Ally of England, has declared 
in unmistakable language that the Sultan of Turkey h~t.s been 
for centuries and is yet the rightful Khalifat-ul-momenin. 
And now the Indians, ~lusalmans and Hindus, Moderates' and 
Extremists, unitedly demand in the name of all that is fair 

:and honest, th~t the verdict of the Moslem world on this 
momemtons issue should be upheld by the Peace Conference, 
at which England has a predominant voice. 'rhe maintenance 
-of the Khalifat is absolutely necessary according to the canons 
-of Islam for the validity of Moslem prayers as recently 
pointed out by that eminent authority on Moslem law, the 
Rt. Ron. Mr. Ameer Ali in a letter to the London Times. 
And the Moslem Divines and Ulamas in India have pronoun-· 
·ced that for the maintenance of the Khalifat it is absolutely 
necessary that the Khalifat should have control and custody 

·of the Holy Places and should be an independent Sovereign. 
Anyone, therefore, who takPs away the independence of the 
'l'urkish Sultan or the custody of the Holy Places from the 
Khalifat, ·would be wontonly interfering with the integrity of 
the Khalifat, and would be violating the religious feelings of the 
Musalmans. The consequence would be one that would be too 
painful to contemplate. The rockbed of British policy in the 
East has hitherto been non-interfering with the religious beliefs 
and susceptibilities of its non~christian subjects and I earnestly 
pray and trust that the British Government, which has the 
largest Moslem population in the world as its subjects, may 

. yet halt from pursuing a policy which would be subversive of 
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its British character and traditions and leave behind sores that. 
would fester in the Moslem hearts, and would not be helpful 
either to the peace and progress of the country nor to the
successful working of the great constitutional experiment in 
India,just graciously announced by the Royal Proclamation. 'N e 
Indians, do not understand why the principle of self-determination 
freedom and justice, which is to be applied so liberally in the case 
of Christian Poland and Christian Yugo-Slavia, is hot to be 
attended in case of Moslem Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine,. 
Thrace and Armenia, where the population is .exclusively 
Mahoniedan or the Moslem population predominates over the· 
followers of other religions. Why should Christian powers 
such as France, England, Italy or Greece rule over. Moslem 
Mesopotamia, Syria or the hinterland of Smyrna under the 
cloak of "mandatories," and why should Moslem Constantinople 
which is regarded by the Moslems· with ·veneration as their 
Islam-boul or city of . Islam be internationalised, and placed 
under Christian Powers 1 And why should Palestine where 
the Moslem population preponderate and whose soil is con
secrated and hallowed by the blood of Moslem Martyrs 
and Saints, be handed over to the Jews, who liad their
horne in it in a remote part soma time about . the 
period of·the Deluge 1 WhRt the Indians, both Hindus and 
Moslems, complain of, is. that one set of principles based on 
self~determination, freedom. and justice should be applied to· 
Christain Provinces, and another set -to Mahornedan States, 
in violation of the pledge of the British Prime Minister: 
(a pledge which it suits the Lond·on Times now to twist into ·an 
"Offer") and the violation of principles of self-determination, 
freedom and justice, trumpetted to the world by the Allies; 
at a critical stage of the great war. The best Mahornedan 
and Hind'u minds in England and India have spoken out on 
this grave and momentous question, and we yet hope and 
trust that the British Government and British nation would 
do nothing that is unfair, unjust and unrighteous in regard. 
to the settlement of the Khalifat and the Turkish question. 
There can be no finality· in unjust, unfair and unrighteous· 
decisions ; for we Asiatics have yet faith left in us, to believe 
in a moral order of things and in the righteousness of an• 
overruling Providence which sets all wrongs right, slowly but 
surely. vVe Indians have done our duty as loyal subjects by 
warning the British Nation, and it is now for England, the · 
old champion of' freedom and justice, to decide. May 
God grant light and ·wisdom to its Statesmen to. 
decide this momentous issue with due regard for England's 
reputation for honour and justice, and with due regard for the 
contentment of the Indian nation and the }.foslem world. The 
Indians, Hindus and }.;lusalmans, as citizens of the most 
important component part of the British Empire, glory in its. 
glory and share in its triumphs and sorrows they freely poured 
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-out their blood and treasure in the defence of the Empire 
during the crisis of the great war ; and they have therefore, 
the right to expect that their united voice on this grave and 
momentous question should count, equally with that of 
European Christians in its decision, may I add that the 
Indians have a right to be jealous that the great Empire to 
which they have the privilege to belong may be saved from 
the stain of dishonour or discredit in the settlement of the 
'Turkish and Khalifat questions by the Peace Conference, a~ 
which England appears from all accounts to have the 
predominant and determining voice. 

The Hon. Mr. Surendranath Banneriea said :-Mr. The Bon . ., Mr. Surendra.· 
.Presiderlt, Ladies and Gentlemen, I desire whole-heartedly to na.th Bannerje&. 
..associate myself with the Resolution. The Resolution is 
.-significant of the growing friendliness and solidarity between 
Hindus and Mahomedans in all parts of this wide empire and of 
this other fact viz., that the Mahomedan community have 
·entered with us into the holy compact of a common nationality. 
Islam has rendered memorable service to humanity. In the 
middle ages when Europe was steeped in medireval darkness, it 
was the Universities of Saville and Granada in Spain under 
.Moorish Sovereignty which held aloft a torch of civilization and 
knowledge. From great centres like these the ~ahomedans 
-of the West spread their culture and civilization, which has 
leavened the life of European nations. · You have read Gibbons' 
"''Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire". The greatest 
misapprehensions and foulest misunderstandings prevailed 
with regard to the character of the divinely inspired Prophet 
-of Islam, and the nature and culture of his creed. It was 
·Gibbons who uplifted the veil and enabled Europe to form a 
proper and correct appreciation of the culture and civilization 
-of Islam and Gibbons' mantle fell upon Carlyle. Read that 
.admirable lecture of Carlyle on "Hero Worship'' and you 
recognise the personality of the great prophet of Arabia and 
the services he has rendered to humanity. Standing on this 
platform and speaking as a Hindu I feel that we owe a debt to 
the Islamic world, and there we have an · opportunity of 
redeeming, however partially it may be, that debt of obliga-
tion to Islam. I feel that the Mahomedan world has a serious 
:grievance. President Wilson in the 14 points which he has 
put forward laid down that the principle of self-determination 
was to be observed in the re-distribution of the Nationalities of 
Europe and elsewhere. This principle has been applied, as 
Mr. Salem has told you, to Poland and East Europe. Why 
.should not this be extended to the Turkish Empire. 
~s this principle of. self-determination to be limited by 
eonsiderations of latitude and longitude or considerations 
.of race and · religion 1 I thought it was an universal 
.and comprehensive principle transcending all considerations 
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of race and religion. We claim to be Asiatics. It is not my 
proud privilege to belong to the Islamic faith I stand outside~ 

its pale ; but as an Oriental, as an Asiatic interested in the
welfare of the Asiatic race I claim that the principle of self .. 
determination should be applied in the case of Turkey. What 
has President Wilson to say-what has the Prime Minister of 
England to say-what has the Allied Powers to say to this ? 
But with Arthurial spear the veil. will be torn open and the 
sacred mysteries of European diplomacy will be laid bare. 
'When these secrets are disclosed, shall it be said the Allied 
Powers were guided and determined in their decision by consi" 
derations of race and religion ? I hope and trust · another and' 
a more satisfactory answer will be given to this question. I 
claim on behalf of the people of India, on 'Qehalf of the Asiatic
and Oriental races, that the principle of self determination laid. 
down with such admirable precision by President Wilson shouldi 
be applied to the case of the Turkish Empire. Nor is that all 
The Prime Minister in the speech which he delivered in January 
1918, if I remember right, said that Constantinople and the· 
Homelands should belong to Turkey. We want him to redeem 
his word. It \Yas a pledge and a promise made by the heaci 
of the British Empire by the First Minister of the Crown. 
Constantinople and the Homelands must therefore. remain, 
with Turkey. What is more, a plebiscite should be taken 
among the various people as to whether they would like it to· 
live under the Turkish Empire or not. Then passing from these· 
general considerations there are arguments which will appeal 
particularly to the British Governl!fe~t and to these arguments. 
I desire to draw attention. In the first place England is
the greatest Mahomedan Power in the world. She is in a. 
special sense the custodi':l.n of Mahomedan interests and Great 
Britain must remember that in the darkest crisis of the War 
Mahomedan soldiers freely shed their blood in fighting against. 
Turkey and i~ defence of the British Empire. What will they 
now say 1 What will their relatives say ? What will the· 
~1ussalman Princes of India say-make them exalted HighnesseS
or what you like-when they find that :Moslem treasure and. 
1\ifoslem blood were spent freely for the. overthrow of the. 
Turkish Empire 1 This deep sense ·of dissatisff;tction will be 
universal throughout. the ]\fussalrnan world and is it not 
necessary to conciliate Mussalman opinion and with it Hindu. 
opinion for the Hindus support Moslem opinion in this matter. 
On the eve of the working of the great ·Reforms scheme are 
not.. conciliations and . co-operation to be our watchwords ? 
Are the Moslems of India likely to be conciliated ~ Are they· 
likely to c0woperate whole-heartedly with the Government in: 
the successful work of the Reform Scheme with this open sore. 
festering in their bosoms. Every evening when they bend. 
their knees in adoration to the Supreme · Being turning their:· 
faces to the 'Vest they will be reminded of :Mecca, they will be., 
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reminded of their Holy Places, they will be reminded of Cons
tantinople, they will be reminded of the Spiritual Supremacy 
of the Khalif, and what will they think of their Government, 
the custodian of their spiritual interests which did not support 
their strongest religious feelings. As a Moderate I say, that to 
alienate the sympathies of the }fahomedan community would . 
be a deplorable blunder on the part of the Government. It 
would be a wound which would sink deep into the hearts of 
the Mahomedans and with them the Hindus, and the utmost 
discontent would be created in the country-fatal to the success
ful and satisfactory working of the Reform Scheme. Therefore, 
in the name of this Conference in the name of both Hindus 
and }fahomedans I appeal to the Government to take note of 
Moslem sentiment and of Hindu sentiment, and give effect to 
it and spread the blessings of peace, hs.ppiness and contentment 
throughout the length and breadth of this wide wide continent 
inhabited by both Hindus and Mahomedans. · 

The Resolution was then put to the vote and carried 
unanimously. 

The President : The Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru will 
now .move the 6th Resolution. 

The Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru moved the following 
Resolution :-

Resolution VI. 

This Conference wishes to record its emphatic condemna
tion of the outrages committed by the mobs at severai 
places in the Punjab and elsewhere and its deep 
sympathy with the victims and their families. 

This Conference while in no way wishing to anticipate 
the decision of the Hunter Committee must express 
its sense of profound horror and indignation at the 
manner in which the . situation which arose in the 
Pun~ab in April and May last was dealt with by the 
officials concerned as disclosed in their own evidence. 

This Conference is or opinion that it is imperatively 
necessary-

( 1) to make amends for the outraged feelings of the 
Indian nation and that British honour and justice 
s~ould be ~dicat~d by taking steps to bring to jus
tlce any officials, high or low, civil or military, who 
may be found to have acted unreasonably and in 
excess of their powers or to have authorised such 
acts; 

(2) t~a.t reparation should be made for all serious hard
ship caused by unwauented acts of severity ; 

RESOLUTION 
VL 
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(3) that safeguards should be· provided against· th& 
. recurrence of such things in the future. 

This Conference authorises its All-India Committee-

( 1) to take such action as may be necessary on the publi~ 
· cation· of the Report of' the Hunter Committee : · 

(2) to consider the necessity of the ·following safeguards 
among others and taking such further action as may 
be necessary :-

(a) that the introduction, exercise and duration of' martial 
law should be subject to the. same constitutional 
limitations as in England ; 

(b) that martial law should not be introduced unless it is 
impossible for the civil courts to sit and.exercise their 
functions; 

(c) that the power of' creating new offences for breach of' 
regulations and providing penalties therefor should 
not be delegated to military officers ; 

(d) that if courts martial are allowed to sit when civil 
courts are sitting any person not subject to Naval 
Discipline Act or to Military Law who is charged 
With the contravention of any. Regulation should be 
allowed the option of a trial by the civil court ; 

(e) that the remedy in the nature of Habeas Corpus 
should be made available in all parts of British India. 

(3) to further the object of the Resolution by arrranging 
for a deputation to England or otherwise. 

He said :-Mr. President, Ladies and gentlemen, the 
Resolution which I have now been asked to put forward before 
you for your acceptance may be discussed as a resolution on 
thesubject of which there.is no difference of opinion between 
'one section or another section of the Indian community 
(Applause). I fully realize the responsibility of anyone who 
undertakes to make a speech on a subject of this character. 
It is the easiest of things ·to excite racial hatred or prejudice 
or to give rise to feelings of hostility on a subject like thid, but 
let me assure you that I shall be sincerely sorry if any word I 
say on this subject was understood to be uttered in that spirit. 
At the same time I think that I would be untrue to my con
victions and you would be as true to your conviction if you 
refrained in momentous occasion like this from giving ex pre
ssion to your genuine and honest feelings on this sU:bjec~. 

Now, gentlemen, the President of our Assembly in the 
masterly speech which he delivered yesterday gave you in one 
telling, striking sentence a catalogue enormities which were 
perpetuated in the Punjab· a few months ago. I perRonally . 
think that it would be distasteful to my own feelings as it 
would be to the feelings of peace-loving man to dwell upon those 
enormities at unnecessary length. 
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As everyone of you is aware at the beginning of this 
-year which is now coming to an end, there was a considerable 
amount of excitement caused all over the country by the 
introduction in the Imperial Legislative. C()uncil .of tba.t 
measure of legislation which is unfortunately t associated with 
the name of an eminent judge of the English High Court,..;_ 
I mea.n the Rowlatt Bill. Every one of you know that it 
.evoked feelings of great indignation ·all over the country. 
There were protests entered before the Bill was introduced, 
protests from all puhlic platforms and in all the Indian papers. 
When the Bill came to be introduc~d in the Imperial Legisla-
tive Council, it presented the unique spectacle of .complete 
unanimity on that subject among the Indian members of the 
Council. We begged, we implored, we entreated the Govern
ment either to drop that measure at that time, or at .any rate 
to postpone that measure until such time as the Government 
themselves felt that their position was stronger in the country. 
·At that time motives were attributed to us in all quarters. 
I was one of those Members of the Council who also opposed 
the Rowlat,t Act and I would not accept any compromise 
although it was given out in some of the newspapers,-be it 
aaid to their discredit-that I had entered into a compromise 
in that matter with the Government. I know the whole story 
of that compromise but I am not going to enter into any 
self-defence. It is enough for me to say that neither myself 
nor my friend the Hon. Mr. Sastri, nor our distinguished 
leader, the Hon. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea, entered into any 
unholy alliance with Sir William Vincent or any other Member 

.of Council. (Applause). On the contrary, if the truth may be 
repeated, all three of us implored as earnestly as we could 
that the Bill should be dropped, .and that if it could not be 
dropped immediataly, it should certainly be postponed until 
the Council bad more time to think over it. Anyhow, our 
view was not accepted and then our duty was quite clear. It 
:~as that we should offer in the highest ·interests, according to 
our light, of the country, opposition to the Bill.and we .did so. 
Speaking now in the light of all that has happened, I ean tell 

_you that I feel stronger now in the view that I took at the 
time and I am sure that these are also the . sentiments of my 
friend the Hon . .1\Ir. Sastri and the Hon, Mr •. Surendranath 
.Bannerjea, While the discussions' in the Imperial Legislative 
Council were going on-some of the leaders of my eountry sugges• 
ted the inauguration of the ill-fated Satyagraha. movement. I d() 
not wish to question the honesty of those responsible for the 
movement, but speaking for myself and speaking f9r many of 
us, I do hold now, as 1 held then, that it was a most unfor
tuna~e ~ovement and those of us who rightly or wrongly 
(I thmk nghtly)-took tha.t view, did not conceal their feelin(J's 
either from Mr. Gandhi or others associated with him io. th~ 
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movement. But so!llehow or other-it is not necessary for· 
me to go into the history of those preliminary contentions or 
exchange of views,-it came about that the movement was
started. Now let it be remembered that the movement was· 
not confined to any particular part of the country. It spread J 

all over the country and the scenes which were witnessed 
prior to those at A mritsar and the Punjab were also witnessed 
.in other parts of the country. ·I very will remember that 
there was an important procession which went through the· 
streets of Allahabad. Of course my own views were opposed 
to the views of those who organised that procession but at the· 
same time, I am bound to say, in fairness to the organisers of 
that procession, that there was no more peaceful procession. 
that was ever organised and went through the town 
(Cheers). One very interesting question which arose in this 

. connection is this. Why is it that of all places in the Punjab· 
these processions or these demonstrations in favor of the 
Satyagraha Movement should have led to so much popular 
ebullition or so much official ebullition 1 Well, I can tell you, 
that if there was not that unhealthy excitement about this· 
movement in my Province, it was due to the wisdom, sanity· 
and foresight of Sir Harcourt Butler (Cheers) .. Similarly, it 
may be said of other Governors who de!llt with the situation 
according as the occasion required, but unfortunately in the 
Punjab the very starting of this movement was the signal for 
:extraordinary excitement both among the people and among 
the officials. I ~m. not here to pronounce any verdict or any· 
judgment on the Satyagraha ~overnent but I wish to draw 
your attention • to the remarkable scenes which took place in. 
some of the districts in .the Punjab. The after history of those 
scenes is. quite fresh in. your memory and I will not go into 
details of that history. Suddenly-! forget the date but I 
believe it was towards the end ofMarch-we heard that there
had .been a popular explosion in Delhi which had resulted in a 
considerable loss of life. It was the 30th March. Well, that 

.naturally raised a considerable amount of feeling all over. the 
country.; Delhi being so close to the Punjab it was quite
natural that the feeling in the Punjab should be stronger than 
~n any other place. Similarly processions took place in Lahore 
and Amritsar. I am not sure about Amritsar bot a procession 
certainly did take -place in Lahore. What happened in -
-Amritsar . in the beginning is quite fresh in your minds. One 
outstanding fact in the situation at Arnritsar was that in a 
moment of fury the mob lost all self-control and-be it said to -
"Our disgrac~ and discredit-killed five or six Europeans. Well 
the first part of the resolution emphasises our feeling with 
regard to this incident and I will invite your attention to the 
wording of it "This Conference wishes to record· its emphatic · 
condemnation . of the outrages committed by the mob · at 
several places in the Punjab and elsewhere and its deep · 
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sympathy with the victims and their families''. ::Murder is 
murder and there can be no adjective as to a murder and I 
think if we are honest and just and if we want that justice 
should be done to ourselves and that those who have been 
wronged among ourselv.es should receive ample justice at the 
hands of Government-:-it is only fair just and right that we 
should unhesitatingly express our indignation at the conduct 
of the mob. I am quite sure that I am giving expression to the 
inborn instinct of Indians when I say that none of us can have 
the least sympathy in any shape or form, with outrages of 
that character (Applause) and they must be greatly mistaken 
who think that the freedom of any country can be achieved 
by murders or assassinations. But when I have expressed 
condemnation and denunciations on your beha.lt and in your 
name so far as the conduct of the mob is concerned, I think 
I should be wanting in my duty to this association and to the 
assembly if I did not think it my duty to express myself 
equally strongly especially jn regard to what happened subse
quently in Amritsar and other places in the Punjab. Now if 
I was asked candidly and plainly to say what it is above 
everything else whic? has preserved the faith of India in 
England in the midst of so many ups and downs in the history 
of our political life in the last 50 years, it is the conviction 
that the average Englishn~an ~oves justice and has a sense of 
justice. (Applause). Ple~;:;e do not understand me to say for a 
mome~t that there have not ~een instances in the history of 
English rule in India, and for, the matter of that in the history 
of English rule in England itself where that sense of justice has , 
not been dulled but let me ,point out to you that however dull 
that sense of justice may be in the long run, throughout 
English history, that sel)se of justice has vindicated itself in 
the end. It therefore came to us as a great shock and great 
surprise that there should be found a handful of Englishmen 
in any part of India who .should so fa~ forget all their 
traditions and all their history that they should resort to . such · 
acts and be guilty of things in the Punjab which hav~ caused 
so much genuin~ irritation in every Indian house. Now I wish 
that the Hunter Committee had finished its l~bours and 
that its report was out and before us. If that was so .our 
task in fixing the responsibility would have ,been ever so much 
easier, but realising as I. do that the Hunter Committee has 
not yet concluded . its sittings, that it s~ill continuing its 
work, I do not think that L would be justified in naming 
a.ny individual or in naming any particular officer and 
fixing responsibility upon him. But one fact stands out 
above everything else. The t:vidence that has been recorded 
in the Punjab leaves us no. room for doubt whatsoever 
'that at Amritsar, at Kasur, at Lahore itself and at Gur
ja.nwalla, things were done in the name of law and ~rder by a. 
sort of military r.egime which it would be difficult to justify 
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even by the most ardent supporter of ma.rtial law i.n this 
country (hear, hear). I need hardly remind you· of the 
disgraceful manner in which people were made to ~rawl · in 
Amritsar, or of the disgraceful manner in 'whi<lh students and 
professors were treated in the Punjab.: Speaking for myself ~ 
as one who has always been keenly interested in the students 
of my own Province and who bas always maintained that the 
student problem in India is the one problem which has not 
been settled either by the Government or by the people, I 
cannot but feel deeply disappointed at tbe manner in which 
some misguided zealots treated the students in the Punja.b. 
Is it seriously contended. tllat by making students march 16 
miles a_ day in the hot weather in June (Shame) you can instil 
into them any feeling of loyalty 1 I have not the smallest 
possible doubt in telling you that if I had been a student of that 
.age and if I was so treated (Applause) my mind would have 
been embittered for the rest of my life (Applause). It is aU 
very well for us grown-up men to exercise self-restra.int, it is 
our duty to do so, but remember you have no right to judga 
.a young man of Rixteen or eighteen or twenty by tha standard 
<>fa man of thirty or thirty-five or forty. Therefore not only 
were those who treated the students in the Punjab in this way 

.wanting in a sense of perspective, hut I think they were 
-wanting in a sense· of humour. They probably thought they 
were teaching the students a· good lesson. I hardly · think 
"there was any good lesson to be taught in that way. I need 
not refer to any other details of hardship and severity which 
have been. catalogued by our worthy presiden-t in his masterly 
speech; It is enough for me to tell you that when one reflects 
upon any one of those items mentioned in' the 'president's 
speech one' is amazed at the attitude of the men who thought 
they were rendering any service either to the people or to 
the British Government in India. Persona11y speaking I think 
that the zeal, the perverted zeal, of men who thou$'ht that they 
were saving the Empire by resorting to these unjustifiable, 
:-severe, and I may say barbarous, methods can only evoke one 
feeling and that is a feeling .of unmixed -condemnation on our 
·part. You also know how some of the leading public men of 
the Punjab were dealt with, you a1so knowhow freely in. some 
-<lases the general order of flogging was practised in Lahore and 
-elsewhere (Shame). I need not refer to these things any 
·further but what 1 will ask you now to do is to accept the 
.second part of ·the resolution which sums up our feeling on 
the subject with as much self-restraint as it ·is possible t0 
command io dealing with matters of .this nature. This part 
<>f the resolution runs thus : "This- Conference while in nG 

way wishing to anticipate the ·decision of the Hunter 
Committee must express its sense 'Of profound horror and 
indignation at the manner in which the- situation which 
arose in the Punjab in April and ·May last was dealt 
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I have deliberately refrained from referring to two other. 
matters because I do not wish to anticipate the verdict of 
the Hunter Committee who alone I think, would he here 
entitled to give a considered verdict on those two questions. 
When they have given their verdict on those two questions, 
it will be open to you to give your honest judgment as to 
whether you agree or disagree. with their opinion. These 
questions are these (1} was it, having regard to. all the' · 
circumstances that existed at that time, necessary to introduce. 
mal'tiallaw and could not the situation have been met by the. 
Civil authorities in any other manner? (2) Assuming that· 
it was necessary that martial bw should have been introduced, 

· having regard to all the ·circumstances that existed at that. 
time, was it necessary that martial law should have been 
continued for some time after peace and order had been · 
restored 1 I bold my own views on these questions and I have 
no doubt that many of you hold your own opinions about them, 
but [ beg of you not to be in a hurry to express · your opinion 
on those. two questions until the Hunter Committee have 
submitted their report to the Go,·ernment and to the Secretary 
of State. But our whole discussion this afternoon proceeds upon 
the a<Jsumption-and I will not put the case higher than that
that the introduction of martial law may have been necessary, 
and yet in the exercise of the power vested under martial law, 
the officers concerned exceeded the limits of propriety, justice 
and fairness. I will now proceed to the rE:maining portion of 
this resolution which is as follows :-

"This Conference is of opinion that it is imperatively 
necessary :-

(1) "That British honour and justice should b'e vindi
cated by taking steps to bring to justice any 
official high or low, civil or military, who may 
be found to have acted 'unreasonably and in excess 
of their powers or to have authorized such acts ; 

. (2) That reparation should be made for all serious hard
ships caused by unwarranted acts of severity; 

(3} That safeguards should be provided against the 
recurrence of such things in the future." 

You will remember that so far as the leaders of your own 
party are con~erned they have already either in the press or 
on various platforms given expressions to their views on the 
entire question. It is not as if only the responsible Sections 
among us-this is not my phrase but the phrase used by a 
respectable Anglo--Indian paper-want to make capital of what 
happened in the Punjab. I will only remind you of 



TheHon.Dr. 
Tej Bahad'lir 
Sa.pru. 

. ( 78 ) 

three ·or' four distinguished leaders, ·and then I iWilJ ask any 
fair critic to say whether they are the men who can be 
described as professional agitators or whether they are not men 
who deal directly w1th the administration of .law . and · ord.er. 
Look at Sir Narayan Chandavarkar who was a· Judge of the~ 
High Court ; look at a ·man like ' the President, who was a 
}femberof the Executive Coun~il, Madras; look at Sir Dinshaw 

, Wacha tha~ whom no more, peaceful man· exists in the 
country-they have all expressed in unqualified terms their 
condemnation of what has been done in the Punjaband demand 
that justice should be done to· India by bringing.· these people 
who are guilty of these offences to justice. Let me assure 
you it is not in any spirit of revenge or yindictiveness that we 
want these men to be brought to justice. It is. nothing ofthe 
sort. It seems to me that if the faith of the average Indian. 
in the impartiality of British Justice is to be continued, it 
can only be continued by showing that the law makes ,no 
difference between the official and the non-official ; b~tween a 
person highly placed and a person occupying a humble 'place in 
life. The law, it has been said. is no respecter of persons, is no 
respecter of an accused. whether he is an offi?ial accused 
or a private accused. It is in that. sense, and . in . that 
sense alone that .. I ask that justice should be done to 
our countrymen by showing that the English Government will 
not tolerate any excess of this character by. any officer how
ever high or low he may be. Fortunately for us we find· .. that. 
this sense of justice to which I referred in the opening 
p~rtion ?f my: ~peech, has ~sserted itself, six, thousand . miles. 
across the seas. What do we,fincJ, 1 . We find that as, soon as: 
the news of these acts wer~ wired across the sea~ the entire 
English Press :except' ohe· solitary .:newspaper .. expressed its 
condemnation exactly as we are doing to-day and has :demanded· 
that the .authors .of these ac.ts should b.e brought to l?ook., · W a 
read the other day that wh€m th~ ne~s ~eached · England )there 
~a·~ a. profound sen~ation ·i~ Parliar~~nt .and .1.: should have 
been surprised indeedif the news did' not cause: a profound 

' , ' < ' * { ,• I • ' 

sensation in Parliament. 
' !. , . 

. I :will proceed .to tl:le third ·part of this Resol11tion. which 
runs th~s ;:_"This Confere~ce. a~tlwdses .. its All~Indi~ Com-

~ ' . . ; . .. ' ~ ... (. 

mittee :-
' . 
.l .. : : I~ '• 

(1) To take such. actioh' as may be ~1ece,ssary on the 
.rublication of the _Report, of the Hu,n,ter ·a,om-
mittee . . ; ·.,- . . . . ' ; " :: 

' ... ! . .. ... 

(2} · To consider the necessity of' the. following .. s~feguards · 
among others !Uid taking. S'!Ich . further · action.' as 
may be necess~ry i---:- • 

' ' 

(a) That the introduction, exercise and. duration. of; 
1 • •• ' 



( 79 ) 

martial law should be subject to the same consti- The Hon. Dr. 
Tej Bahadur 

tutionalli:mitations as in England ; Sapru. 

(b) That martial law should not be introduced unless 
it is impossible for the Civil courts to sit and 
exercise their functions ; 

(c) That the power of creating new offences for breach 
· of regulations and providing penalties therefor 

should not be delegated to military officers ; 

(d) That if courts martial are allowed to sit when civil · 
courts are sitting any persons not subject to 

· Naval Discipline Act or to Military Law who is 
charged with the contrav~ntion of any Regulation 
should be allowed the option of a t~ial by the civil 
court ; 

(e) That the remedy in the nature of Habeas· Corpus 
should be mad-e available in all parts of British 
India. 

(3) To further the object of the Resolution by arranging 
for a deputation to England or otherwise." 

This part of the resolution has been deliberately .worded in 
this way by the Subjects Committee. It is not intended that 
you 'Should be invited to give your consent to any one of. these 
recommendations. They are points of reference to your 
-executive. to consider as to whether they would not provide 
ample safeguards in the future whenever a contingency of; this 
character may arise. Now I don't propose to . go at length 
into any one of these items in the last portion of .. the Resolu.,

1 

tion as that would take me into some technical questions of a.~ 
constitutional character _an~} hardly think I would be justified 
in entering into a technical. di~cussion in an assembly o~ ·this 
character. What I would only say is that clause (e)- is a 
remedy .for which there should be a general demand all over 
India (Applause) and that is the remedy of Habeas Cqrpus.; 
As you all know it is only the Presidency High,Courts:;.~hich 
have the power to issue writs of Habeas Corpus within their 
Presidency limits. They cannot issue. writs· of Habeas Corpus 
-outsi~e the Presidency towns and there are also High Courts 
like 4-llahabad and Lahore which have no . such jurisdiction at 
all. ·It is intended by this clause that the law, should be so 
.am~nded.as.to make the remedy ofHabeas Oorpus available t9 ~ 
-everyone whenever and wherever a contingency of this charaC: 
ter may arise. I hope that you will agree with me. when I say: 
that now that we are on the road to self-government it is abso
lutely necess~ry that ·~we should demand guarantees for the 
safety of t~e p~rson just as there are guarantees i:n countries~ 
where there !s self-government. ·,, , 



Mr. J. N. Roy. 

( 80' ) 

I have therefore to particularly recommend this clause to
your consideration. The Committee . will meet very soon 
and will consider the feasibility or the desirability of having all 
these safeguards and. then you will . be able to know what the 
Committee's decisiol} is. _Meanwhile I would only ask your· 
consent to this reference to the Committee. 

I have only one more observation to make nnd then I will 
retire. . I sincerely hope and trust that it will be realized that 
there is a very strong and a very genuine feeling on the whole 
Punjab question in every part of India (hear, hear) and while 
every one of us realizes that the time has now come that we 
should change our point of view in regard to administrative 
matters and be ready' and willing to· co-opera.te with the· 
Government, it is also felt that it is necessary to promote that 
feeling of co-ope~ation in order that you might do justice 
wherever and whenever it is necessary. The feeling is deep
among us that a gross injustice has been don~ to our country
men in the Punjab and that officers who have been invested 
with powers under martial law have grossly abused their
powers under that law. It is therefore to. England that we
look to redress this wrong and for Jemove that. feeling from 
our minds and restore our faith in the fairness and impartiality 
of British justice (loud applause). 

Mr. J. N. Roy seconded the resolution. · He said : Mr. · 
President, I almost wish that I had not to speak on this. 
resolution-not that I h·ave not much to say but I am not sure
that I can trust myself to speak all that I should like ·to say. 
Our President has strictly enjoined upon us in his speech 
restraint and sobriety and yet are we men and not give. 
expression to. our feeling of indignation and horror in the 
amplest .measure possible as to what has occurred in the
Punjab (applause) 1 The other day an Anglo-Indian journal 
in Calcutta said that the best thing to do about the Punjab is. 
to forget and say no more about it. I wish I could forget. 
I wish I ·could forget the atrocities that were committed by 
the Indian mob. I wish that I could forget the far greater and· 
worse atrocities that were committed by the soldier and 
civilian servants of the crown in the name of law and order. · 
But can we forget? Can we forget the little boys who were 
whipped and all for nothing 1 Can we forget the disgrace, the 
humiliation, the punishment that was meted out to the youth 
of the Punjab and all for no offence whatsoever ~ Can we 
forget the handcuff~ that were placed upon our hands-youl"' 
bands and mine (hear, hear)-and all because they wanted to· 
belittle that immortal alliance which has come about between 
the Hindus and Ma.homedans in this Country 1 Can we forget 
the iron cage, can we forget the arrests, the unnecessary· 
searches ? Can we forget the Lewis Guns, the Aeroplanes,. 
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the dropping of bombs on a defenceless crowd of Indians (shame, Mr. J. N. Roy. 
shame) and above all can we forget the Jallianwalla. Bagh 
(criesj)f double ·shame and , laughter). Some of my friends 
must pardon· us if we can·not express ourselves in English as well 
_as others. When my Jriend cried out "Double shame" he meant 

· deep ahame and there is nothing 'to laugh .about. It is to us a 
matter of intense shame :and humiliation that we have to recite. 
these things or that these things were possible in the Punjab. · 
Can we forget the J allianwalla. Bagh 1. General Dyer (cries of 
shame and hisses) tells us that he went there determined to kill. 
The more appropriate word is murder. He said "I fit·ed in the 
densest part of the crowd and I stopped after firing 1700 rounds 
of ammunition because my ammunition ran short" (shame 
shame). Can· we forget all this 1 If I were an Englishman 
I would not ask to forget or to be forgiven . but I would ask for 
punishment. 

This resolution in one part of it speaks of the imperative 
necessity of making amends for the outraged feelings. of the 
Indian nation and the vindication of British honour and justice. 
The vindication of British honour and justice is necessary and 
I have little doubt if I know at all .the England I love so well 
that it will come. But in the word of General Dyer "It is 
not my job to do it".· • I .am more concerned . with the amends 
to be made to the outraged feelings of the Indian nation. 
It is.' up to us to· see that these amends are made. How is 
that to be done 1 It would not do merely to start for instance. 
a· Mansion House fund, as you well might, to relieve the hard
ship of those who have suffered. More than anything els~, 
more than any redress that we can think of, is the trial and 
punishment of those concerned, high or low, so that the world 
may be spared the spectacle of another such outrage as firing 
upon a defenceless, crowd.. They have got to be punished and · 
in order that these things may not happen again the punish
ment must be such that it should. b~ impossible for these people 
to commit these outrages again. I ask it in no revengeful 
spirit but I think it is justly due to my feelings and the feel
ings of my countrymen that this must be done (applause). Do. 
you think such a thing would have been possible in any other· 
part of the world 1 I cannot conceive it. If the Arms Act 
were not here, if arms were free, if these men knew that the 
people had arms, then I say that these cowards would never 
have dared (shame, shame and applause) to do what they did. If 
I were an Englishman I would neither ask to forget nor to be 
forgiven. I would ask to be punished and the first thinO' I · 

' 0 

would do would be to tear that Indemnity Bill to pieces-that . 
ill-considerd, that ·ill-begotten measure. I know that an 
Indemnity Bill usually follows martial law, there is something. 
in that. But remember that in India this Bill was passed by . 
the Executive. The men accused s}t as their own judges. ; 
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Remember also that such. support as the Legislative Council 
lends really means nothing at· all for in the words of Lord 
Chelmsford and Mr . .M:ontagu the present Legislative Councils 
are . only an extension· . of the Executive. That Bill, as an 
earnest of their sincerity in the matter, should be thrown· J 

to the winds and then they m"ust proceed to devise means to 
make reparation· to our outraged feeling. There has.been a 
great deal of talk about co-operation between ourselves and 
the officials. I cannot say that I have not also held that view. 
CO:.operation is certainly a consummation devoutly to be wiEhed 
for. 'It has got to come and it may be possible when the 
Reforms come· into operation but in the meantime we have 
got to take·note of one fact. Have you read the evidence .. 
You must have read it: Has it struck you-it must have 
struck you as it struck me-that it did not matter whether it 
was a soldier or a civilian or a missionary who came to give 
evidence, it is the same mentality. Everyone seemed to think 
that they were right when some of these :fellows said that if 
necessary they would do it over again. This horrible, this 
cynical, this barbarous mentality, I should have thought was 
foreign ·to the ·Englishman. But if it is· nbt foreign to the 
Englishman in India, if it has grown to be· part of his nature, 
then T say that before co-operation is possible-and His· 
Majesty the King has appealed to us for co-operation-this 
mentality has got to be destroyed first of all and I for one 
am determined to Hee that this mentality is destroyed. I 
have longed to see the day when the reforms come into opera
tion. I· have parted with lifelong friends in politics because 
I felt I ought to support the . Reform Schei:ne. The Ron. Mr. 
Sastri in his memorable speech this afternoon invited us to 
enter the Temple of Liberty. Sir, there is blood· on the 
threshold of the Temple. You have to help us to wipe out 
those blood marks, you have to purify it before'you · ask us to 
enter the Temple of Liberty. (Cheers). 

'. 
Nawab Abdulla Khan In supporting the Resolution 

said. :-Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, as a Mahomedan 
let me first thank you gentlemen for your sympathy with us 
in ·regard to the Khalifat question. We are told that the 
1\foderates are not as whole-heartedly with us as the Extre
mists. But_ your attitude has falsified the insinuation and 
filled our hearts with gratitude. . we are a grateful people and 
will never forget your brotherly attitude. · 

The gentlemen who spoke have put the case of the unfor~ 
tunate Punjab so ably before you that there remains little for 
me to say. All that we want is that the sort of official 
lawlessness which we witnessed in the Punjab and elsewhere 
may never be repeated. Gentlemen, I do thank you for your 
sympathy and appreciate your generous regard for those who 
suffered for their country and their community. But you 
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eannot imagine what pangs of misery were. suffered by us who 
fell victims to the official lawlessness. Not one of us has 
ever wavered in our loyalty to the King Emperor. :Our 
loyalty has been second to none. You may take my own case. 
I have been a Moderate of :h-Ioderates all my life so that my 
name has been like a red rag . to the Extremists. . Let me tell 
you here that we all 1\lahomedans are Moderates. Our 
Government is called the greatest Islamic power in the world, 
and I with a million others am cognisant of the fact that the 
future of Islam depends to a large extent upon the friendliness 
and good will of the British Government. But by their lack 
of sympathy, their irre~ponsiveness, Government are driving 
us to extremes. I am afraid. the irresponsiveness of the 
Government was the ro()t cause of the Punjab disturbances 
too. Had they listened to the unanimous voice of the people 
~ombinecl in their. protest against the repressive measures 
proposed by the Rowlatt Committee there would have 
been no disturbances, no riots and no massacres. You 
.can never know the extent of the misery of those who 
suffered from official lawlessness. No pen can describe it. 
No language can convey it, . 'fake my own case. I 
am as I have said a Moderate of Moderates and have been 
so all my life. I have worked always on the side of law and 
()rdet·. }fy war services evoked the admiration of many 
Provincial rulers and even Sir Michael O'Dwyer congratulated 
me· on what I had done. In the matter of recruitment, war 
loan, and other such things I did all that a loyal citizen could . 

1 <lo. But one gloomy evening I was torn away from the bosom 
()f my family and f'rom my home on a charge only known to 
the authors of the outrage and all my efforts at cleari~g ~y 
.character proved futile. I begged the authorities to let me 
know the nature of the charge against me but never got any 
1·eply. But my troubles are nothing compared to the wretched 
plight and blood curdling misery of lakhs and lakhs of people 
who were Yictims. You condemn the mobs who were guilty 
of excesses, poor mobs, who always play the scapegoat. 
~rhey are most:ty ignorant and illiterate, people who play like 
puppets in the. hands of our politicians and suffer the conse
quence of heated imaginations. Why not condemn too those 
who excited the ignorant people and made them uncon
trollable. Had we anything like Moderate influence working 
in the Punjab, I do not think matters would have taken on 
au ugly aspect as far as the people were concerned. If any
where we want Moderate influence· it is in the Punjab but 
there the Extremists Congress reign supreme. However I will 
not dwell upon the sad episode of the Punjab any further. The 
balm of mercy applied by our gracious sovereign has healed 
up the wounds. 'Ve are ready to forget the past and to start 
afresh but I appeal to Government to make the repetition of 
~uch outrages upon His :Majesty's subjects impossible and what 
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is more not to bring back the past to us. and make our: heroic
and generous effort ~t co--operation impossible. . I refer. t~ 1 the: 
act1vities of the C. I: D. We know that the EtiropMtt 
officials are eager to co--operate for a tranquil atmosphere. 
We expectnothing less from the nobility of British character~ 
but it remains to be seen whether the C. I. :D. officials will 
inake it possible for us to forget the past and co-operate ~with 
the officials for the common good of India. 

Mr. G. K. Gadgil B.A. Barrister-at-Law, Bombay and Poona 
sai~ :-Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
the proposition that has· been placed before you for your accept
ance does not require much recommendation. But in supporting 
it on behalf of the Bombay Presidency 1 must add my· voice' 
to the general voice of India that the indignation, ~he horror, 
and the . grief that have been felt by the whole country is 
completely and fully shared by that Province also. On this 
qu~stion, though we ~re Moderates, I must say that it is very 
di~<mlt to speak with modera.tion (Applaus~). I don't want to 
say ~s some· of my friends have said, that I arri a Moderate of 
Moderates, but in 'matters of this kind sentiment gets the 
better of reason. The feeling that predominates is of deep· 
sorrow which has wrung the hearts of otir countrymen Wh() 
have read from d,ay to day the official evidence· placed before 
the Hunter . Committee. It is difficult to imagine the reason 
of what has been done by British Military officers in the 
Punjab. What was the mentality ofthose who lent themselves 
to these excesses 1 You will find however that General Dyer 
has given an answer which it is not possible tb forget and 
from which it is not possible to draw any other conclusion but 
what h~ clearly puts 'down. What did he say when he was 
asked "Could you not have asked the mob to disperse, was it 
necessary to fire on these poor and innocent people" 1 He 
said "Oh, they would have dispersed but they would have 
laughed at me". Well, what is the meaning · of this t 
Of course as we say in this resolut.ion·, we do not want 
to anticipate the findings of the Hunter Committee. 
As lawyes-and I may say I. belong to . that profession 
-we say that the matter is sub-judice, and therefore we 
are not entitled to give a verdict on it. ·After the judg
ment is out we can criticise it as public men. But without 
anticipatin()' the findin()' of the Hunter Committee we can put 

0 0 

two and two together: and everyone knows th9.t it makes· 
four. It is nothin()' more nor less than what General Dyer 

0 . 

said "They would have laughed at me". That only meant that 
the bogey of prestige was raised by him. Where is the 
Englishman who would have suffered if these people had been 
allowed to hold meetings and carry on an agitation for the· 
withdrawal of the Rowlatt Act 1 Was it not a constitutional· 
agitation 1 You and i everyone of us, whate'ler his caste, creed 
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or profession condemns any outrages that may have been. :Mr. 
committed by the mob. We feel soiTy for the English ladies G. X. Gadgil .. 
and gentlemen who may have ·been wantonly assaulted or 
insulted, and for the buildings that were burnt down. But 
what would you have thought if the Indian .Penal Code had . 
only one sentence for all offences under that code, namely 
hanging 1 . The authorities dealt with different cases in the 
same manner, they lost all self-control and fired on innocent 
people I have just received evidence irom a man who was in 
the crowd the day that General Dyer fired bullets into them 
and he tells us that what happened was that some people went 
there because they were told there would be an important 
meeting at which peoples' feelings 'vould be allayed. In 
these circumstances they went, they were dispersing, they .were 
shot down. After the Hunter Committee's findings are out 
we have got to take steps to see that there shall not be any 
repetition of similar acts in this country. · The most important 
part of the resolution is the second part. It is no use weeping· 
over our dead countrymen and their bereaved families but we 
have to take practical steps hereafter and the first .one is to 
ensure the liberty of the people. As Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru 
pointed out there is a streng demand for the application of the 
writ of Habeas Corpus to all parts of the country outside the 
original civil jurisdiction of the Chartered High Courts 
because that Section applies only to those within it. If we get 
that it will be impossible to intern a man without trial or 
giving any reason for his detention-that is a very fundamental 
right which· deeply concerns us. The last part of the 
Resolution which I ask you to bear in mind fully is to raise 
funds to send a d~putation to England to agitate for the 
impeachment of persons, high or low, and the trial of men who 
may be found guilty under the findings of the Hunter 
Committee. At present the Committee is in session, they are 
going to hear evidence and after their findings are before you, 
you will be justified in naming the guilty·persons. I now ask 
you to pass this resolution with acclamation. 

The Hon. Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-Mr. The Ron. Rai 
President, Ladies and Gentlemen it is hardly necessary at this 
stage to dilate on the merits of the Resolution '~hich has been so 
ably moved, seconded and supported but there is one aspect of 
it which, I think, should de considered by you and which, if it 
is possible at this stage, might be slightly amended, altered 
or added to. My point is this. You all know that since the 
Royal Proclamation the Punjab leaders have been set free but 
unfortunately the Hunter Committee have closed their doors, 
.that is to say no more evidence, I understand from the newS.. 
papers, will be taken. Now that the Punjab leaders have 
been set free and are in a position to offer valuable evidence for ' 
the consideration o£ that Committee I hope and trust that the 

Radha.Cbarau 
Pal Babadur. 



Ba.b11 Amulya. 
Charan Dutt. 

( 86 ) 

voice of all India supported by this Conference will go forth 
to our responsible rulers and will induc.e them to open the 
doors of the Hunter Committee to the Punjab leaders to 
enable the latter to submit all materials for . the proper consi
deration of that dire disaster which occured a few months ago. 
I do not wish to dilate on the excesses that have been commit
ted either by the Military authorities or by the infuriated 
mob.. We all deplore on our part the excesses that were 
committed by the infuri'ated mob-infuriated at the arrest of 
their leaders-but I think ~e ought at the same time to express 
our gratitude to the great British Nation for the sympathy 
that they have shown when the telegraphic message of the 
evidence of General Dyer and others was communicated to 
them. The heart of the British Nation, I . am sure you will 
all agree, is sound to the core whatever a few Anglo· Indian 
newspapers or Anglo-Indians here may say or do. We have 
that confidence in their sense of justice. It is that sense of 
justice that has made them rulers practically from one end of 
the world to the other, and I hope and trust that when the 
full report of the Hunter Committee will be placed before the 
British democracy due justice will be done and due reparation 
made to our countrymen in the Punjab. Sir Rabindra N ath 
Tagore in the early stages thoroughly voiced the feelings of his 
countrymen in those beautiful lines· which he · addressed 
to the Viceroy, and I am sure you will.all agree with me.that 
the doors of the Hunter Com;rnittee should not be closed 
against the Punjab leaders and that all available material should 
be permitted to be placed before them (Applause). 

Babu Amulya Charan Dutt supported the r.esolution·. 
He said :-Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentle~ 
men, in response to the call from the Chair I rise to support the· 
resolution which deals with the most burning topic of the day. 
The ·ghastly disclosures made in the evidence before the Hunter· 
Committee have created a situation the gravity and intensity of 
which it is difficultto fathom. They have deepened our sense of 
abject helplessness and undermined our faith in British justice, they 
~emonstrate .unmistakably that even after a century and a half of 
British Rule our person and property are completely at. th~ 
mercy of a handful of English officials whose whims and caprices 
determine the law, and they have shown that in thes~ days of the 
cult of self-determination and of right and justice. British 
officers· are allowed in the name of law, order and tranquility to 
indulge ii-1 brutalities which do not yield iii. any way to the Hunish 
barbarities recently displayed in the field~ of Belgium and Flanders. 
Humanity stands aghast at the harrowing tale unfolded in the . 
evidence of General Dyer, Lieutenant·. Colonel Frank Johnson·, 
General Beynon and other mighty heroes of Punjab notoriety. · 
~Vhen we read their evidence the blood curdles in our veiris,' our: 
~houghts go back to the graves and memories of. these · victiins 
of the Punjab atrocities not unnaturally tending to widen the 
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gUlf more and more· between the rulers and the rult~d which we 
had fondly hoped would be bridged up with the ushering in of 
the· Reform Measures. The rulers of India must have by this 
time gathered that the strongest administration of the strongest 
ruler of modern days has deepened the discontent and resulted in 
an estrangement and bitterness of feeling which not even the 
gracious Royal Proclamation breathed in a spirit of true states· 
manship will succeed in removing wholly. We have been asked 
'by some people to draw a vtil over this affair. This is a 
counsel of perfection which ·we ~h we could act upon. But is it 
humanly possible for us to throw a veil over and forge the cold
blooded massacre of our kith and kin most of whom were 
absolutely innocent ? Is it humanly possible for us to do so when 
we find the miscreants instead of being in docus penitoratie are tak
~ng a pride in what they did and pa~ading.their activities as the 
highest statesmanship, when we find the authorities to whom they 
.are subordinate taking them under their wing, securing them 
immunity by legislation and evincing a morbid anxiety to defend 
them, and when we do not find any guarantee against such a 
wanton invasion of our rights in future ? We would be blind to 
.our own interests if we do not take such steps as would minimise 
the chances if not absolutely make impossible the repitition of 
such atrocities. Another piece of advice has been offered to us. 
We have been aked to keep silent until the Hunter Committee 
have submitted their report. The law of Sub judice does not 
apply to such proceedings and does not preclude the public from 
·expressing their opinion· formed upon the admitted and the uncon
troverted and incontrovertible facts. If it was a question of 
sifting evidence and determining their comparative weight, it could 
be urged with some show of force that we should wait till the 
submission of the. Committee's Report. The Indian public do not 
stand alone in this matter. British· public opinion has been 
staggered at the disclosures and it has spoken in no uncertain 
voice. A good deal of data have been afforded by the evidence 
.of the official witnesses themselves before the Hunter Committee 
and they have been regarded as sufficient by the British Cabinet 
to step in and to advise His Majesty to soothe public feeling by 
His Royal clemency. Sufficient data have also been furnished to 

us not only to enable us to formulate our line of action in 
this matter but also to formulate our demands. There is one 
matter which requires the immediate attention of the Sovereign 
authority in England. A veil of darkness was thrown over and 
not only the Indian public but also the English public and 
Government were kept in absolute ignorance .of what was transpir
ing in the Punjab, in the dark days of last April, May and June. 
This veil was not lifted even before the highest authority respon
sible to Parliament and his sanction not obtained for the hicrh-o 
handed, arbitrary and atrocious acts resorted to in the name of 
law and order. Are we to take it that Sir Michael O'Dwyer and 
Lord Chelmsford are above all law and that they are not respon-
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to any body ? We do not know how many innocent lives would 
have been saved if daylight had been let into the doings of the 
Punjab authoritks. But darkness is the best and most convenient 
time for those acts which have outraged our sense of humanity . 

. Mr. Montagu was asked for an explanation as to the British J 

public being kept in ignorance of those matters. The one that he 
gave was most unconvinqing. He could only wriggle out of the 
difficulty by throwing the whole blame on the cable arrangements-
a more futile explanation could not be invented. The question. 
we ask is this, are these criminal acts cf om~ssion and commission. 
to be lightly passed over ! No. . The real miscreants are to be 
spotted and punished. Are not guarantees to be provided 
against the repitition of this state of things ! While on the 
question of guarantees I cannot but pass in review the demand of 
a certain section of. the Indian Nationalists. They demand a 
declaration of our rights as British citizens to be embodied in a 
Parliamentary Statute. I do not believe in declarations nor do
l think such a declaration would improve matters in any way. 
Are there not alrt"ady a sufficient number of Royal Declarations 
and pledges conferring on us the rights of British citizenship and 
binding British officials to carry them out. I would take the 
liberty to remind you that so far back as 1662 when England 
.obtained the very first territorial and sovereign possession in lndiaJ 
the Government of the day in the very first grant of territorial 
rights to the East India Company declared that all persons being 
.His Majesty's subjects·inhabiting within the said island and their 
children and posterity born within the limits thereof shall be 
deemed free denizens and natur::).Lsubjects as if born in England. 
The terms of this first grant are extended in it to all future 
British Territorial acquisitions. I need hardly remind you of the 
declarations of British· sovereigns made from time to time which 
have a sanctity all their own. If these declarations and pledges 
could not prevent the outrages on our personal rights, I really do 
not know if any fresh declaration would do so. The real remedy 
lies not in pious declarations but in the change of the personnel 
and policy of the Government and in the adequate punishment of 
the real offenders in the Punjab affair however highly placed 
they may be. As regards the first remedy indicated above, I do 
not know whether the present Reforms which have failed to 
introduce an element of responsibility in the Central legislature 
and also provide for the appointment of Indian Members of the 
Exe~utive Council from amongst the elected Members would 
bring out the desired state of things. Let us however hope . that 
the future Indian Members of the Government of India will draw 
their inspiration from the example of Sir Sankaran Nair before 
them. Our duty to ourselves and to those who suffered in the 
Punjab does not end however with a hope. It calls us to do 
something more. lt exhorts us to demand the punish~ent of 
those whose crimes and misdemeanours brought about this fright .. 



ful state of things in the Punjab. We demand their punishment 
but not in a vindictive spirit. 

Vindictiveness is foreign to the Hindu nature. We demand 
it because British justice requir~ it. We demand it because 
punishment has a.. deterrent effect and future Dyers and 
O'Dwyes and administrators of their kidney, require. a 
re-straining influence. The impeachment of ·Warren Hastings 
had an undeniable moral effect. It considerably improved the. 
moral tone of the officials of the East India Company. It is not 
only in the interests of the Indian people but also for the purposes' 
of the vindication of British rule and British justice that we call for 
an adequate punishment and, if necessary, for the re-call and 
impeachment of those officials, hqwever highly placed they rna y 
be, who form the chief dramatis personae in the Punjab tragedy 
and are responsible for it. 

Babu Byadanath Mookerjee in supporting the resolution Ba.bu Byada
said :-Mr. President, Ladies, Brother Delegates and gentlemen, nath Mookerjee. 
after so many speeches it is hardly necessary for me to add 
anything to commend this resolution for your acceptance. The 
report of the unfortunate situation that developed itself in the 
Punjab has roused the indignation of the people, and in this resolu· 
tion you give an emphatic expression to the National feeling .. 
But I would ask you to note that our people must not· forget the 
most important fact that there is the Hunter Committee which 
has very. earnestly applied itself to the investigation of the 
Punjab disturbances and that the verdict of the Committee is 
not yet pronounced. Remember that the officials who concerned 
themselves in the situatiol'9· are at the present moment on their 
trial, so to say, before the Hunter Committee. The highest ends 
of justice require that you should now cease to criticize the 
conduct of those on their trial. Do not censure them now, do not 
make any remarks against them. No outsider ca~ possibly 

, know what the actual situation in the Punjab was. I may hardly 
remind you that to make any remarks against persons under 
trial would be totally inconsistent with the very elementary 
principles of justice. Wait then till the judgment is delivered. 
And I can assure you that if any person or persons are adjudged 
guilty by the Hunter Committee, it would not be necessary for 
any particular public body here to condemn them for the wrath of 
entire mankind would burst upon them and the guilty would 
stand self-condemned before the bar of human civilization. Do 
not then waste your energy now in thinking how best you can 
avenge yourselves. Remember, that you are a great people; 
long, long before in the morning of the world, your forefathers, 
first of all the races of the earth, had kindled the flame of 
civilization which penetrated through and dispersed the deep 
gloom that enveloped at the time the face of the globe. you 
are the inheritors of that great and ancient civilization. Be true 
to the spirit of that civilization. In the language of the Hon'ble 
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Babu Byada: Mr. Bannerjea, the father of the modern Indian nation, we 
nath MookerJee. 'Indians are wedded to the loftiest traditions of the East, 

Resolution VII. 

sanctified by the hallowed memories of the divinely inspired 
prophet of lslamism and of that saintly prince who flung away 
the splendour of royalty in order that he might become an " 
apostle of humanity. You are the noble descendants of those 
saints· with whom, as you know, forgiveness was a great virtue. 
Consistently with their teachings and with the teachings of those 
"Rishis" of old whose sacred memori~s you have kept 
enshrin~d in your heart of hearts, I would ask .. you to be patient 

. now and not to allow yourselves to be tormented by the unsavoury 
memories of the Jlast. It would do you no good to remember 
the unfortunate incidents, it would only irritate the national mind 
and it might prejudice the pr6spects of the Reform which, by 
itself, is a great safeguard against the recurrence o{ all such 
incidents in the future. I would then make a request of you 

and allow me to hope that you w:ould grant it. Forget the 
un·sweet past, remove from your mind all bias, all irritation, 
and prepare ·yourselves in the right spirit to enter into the new 

era t~at has been inaugurated by the noble and inspiring 
declaration of the 23rd December, 1919, of our most beloved, 
our most excellent King Emperor. Look, there opens up before 
your eyes the land you saw in your vision, in all its full cheering 
grandeur in successive stages. Be joyous at this time, shake off 
all uneasiness of mind, and in your deep faith in your national 
destiny extend your hand of fellowship to all officials and 
non-officials, embrace in your bosom all your brothers of the 
British Empire, worship the spirit Qf conciliation and co-operation 
and love Brittannia, fair Brittannia, tq.at has done so much to kindle 
in your minds a noble desire to preserve your national existence 
and through w~ose co-operation alone you can develop your 
nationhood. If you do all this I can assure you' that all your 
national hopes and aspirations will attain fruition in the near 

future. In the spirit of the observations I have made I wish you 
to accept this resolution. 

The resolution was then put to the vote and carried 
unanimously. 

Rao Bahadur ·A. P. Patro moved the following resolution :-

Resolution VII. 

This Cnference is of opinion thaT, the Indian Press Act 
should be repealed or at least that the Act should be 
radically revised so that no security or forfeiture 
should be called tor except on satislactory proof by 
the Government before a judicial tribunal that the 
liberty of the Press has been abused and that the 
conditions entailing forfeiture or deposit of security 
should be so defined as not to render an application 
to the High Court an illusory safeguard as shown 
in practice. 
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He said :-Gentiemen I need not state or discuss the reasons 
'for this resolution. Ever since the Press Act has been passed 
you have had a very plentiful crop of prosecutions and demands 
from publishers and owners of printing presses to deposit .money. 
"There are three reasons I urge why the Press Act should be 
repealed, if not radically modified. I am in favour of repealing the 
Press Act altogether. If you have trusted the people for self
·determination, if our Provincial administration is to be autonomous, 
1f the Provincial Government is to be popular and if it is to be our 
-Government, can you not trust those exponents of public opinion, 
-can you not trust those ·who voice the feelings and sentiments of 

. the people to be absolutely just and fair in their criticisms of the 
political and social problems affecting people and their advocacy of 
political principles? It is inconsistent if you retain this Act on 
the Statute Book with the self-determination that has now been 
given to us. If Provincial Governments are to be autonomous 
this mandate should issue from this Conference to the Members 
of the Legislative Councils that they should take the earliest 
-opportunity of repealing this Act, or radically modifying it. There 
is already sufficient penal provision in the existing law. The 
Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code provide sufficient 
remedies for those persons who abuse the liberties of the Press. 
Every reasonable man will agree that there should be some provi
sion which will be of assistance to th~ authorities in maintaining 
.a healthy tone of the Press. Nobody will deny that such a 
measure of control is necessary, but it is not necessary to retain 
the provisions of the Indian Press Act which are so stringent and 
·drastic, which call upon every printer and publisher to deposit 
.security at the pleasure of the Magistrate and places them at the 
mercy of District Magistrates. According to the provisions of 
this Act if a man owns a Press or publishes a paper he will have 
to make a declaration and it is within the discretion of the District 
Magistrate to demand security from Rs. 500 to Rs. 2000. 

Several old Indian papers have been called upon to deposit . 
money. Some others on account of their self-respect have 
ceased to publish. Certain very useful journals have been called 
upon to furnish security. I ~ould not occupy your time by placing 
a complete list of the Journals and Presses dealt with under the 
Act-even the Sanjibani which has given new life to Bengal, which 
has led modern Bengal on very safe lines (and to-day when we find 
that the National life ~s so very strong in Bengal is it not due to 
the influence of the Sanjibani) that Sanjibani has been called 
upon to give security. In Madras the Swadesmitram has been 
.called upon to give security. I need not refer to the litigation 
between the Government and New India. There it has been 
exposed completely how inadequate is the protection given in the 
Indian Press Act, that of appeal to the High Court. The measure 
is so stringent that the judges are bound to administer the )a w as 
it exists. The New In;dia case has disclosed how drastic the 
provisions of the Indian Press Act are. 

Rao Bahadur 
A. P. Pa.tro. 
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There is another reason why this Act should be repealed or 
radically modified. During the most troublous times of our day, 
during the disorders in the Punjab you have seen how very moder
ate the Indian Press has been in expressing the :views of the Indian 
people. Take what has been published in the English Press and J 

in the Indian ' Press, ·with regard to the Punjab disorders and 
compare them .. Does the·Indian Press deserve a greater measure 
of restriction and less freedom than the English Press ? If you 
compare the two, I submit that you will at once come to the 
conclusion that there is a very strong reason why this Press Act 
should be repealed if not radically modifie·d. 

There is a third reason why I would ask you to consider the 
matter and give your opinion, namely, that at ·a time when you 
are to have Responsible Government and the Government is yours 
why should you place yourself in a position of distrust. We wi!l 
not have self-reliance if we allow such a measure to exist in the 
Statute Book. Therefore we should agitate that this measure 
should be repealed or radically modified. The formation of Publi· 
city Bureau in easy Provi~ce affords an adequate channei to the 
Government to correct the mistakes or misstatements of· the 
offending Press-why then a Press Act with such penal provisionS. 
is here? I will tell you how this Act is worked in practice. For 
instance the other day the Government of India issued a procla:. 
mation that dye-stuffs should not be purchased from any agency . 
but British agency. A leadingnewspaper said that this was very 
uneconomical and that it would be a great hardship on the com
mercial community here, because British merchants would buy from 
other countries and add to their own profits and sell at two three· 
times the price of purchase. When this was discussed in two or 
three lf'ading articles that journal was called upon to shew cause · 
why it should not forfeit its security. Instances like this which have 
been frequent will convince you how drastic are the provisions 
of the Press Act. Unless the Press Act is radically modified 
or removed from the Statute Book we will not be acting 
consistently with what we have passed in the fourth resolution. 
For these reasons I would ask you to carry this resolution. 

Mr. G. A. Natesan in seconding said :-I second the 
demand made in this Resolution for the repeal or radical 
modification of the Press Act, for it seems to me that if ever 
there was a time in the history of our country, when the Press 
should be restored to its full freedom it is now. You will 
remember that in the inspiring and touching Proclamation of 
His Majesty signifying his assent to· the Reforms Act there is 
this striking passage : 41 it is my earnest desire at this time that 
so far as possible any trace of bitterness between my people 
and those who are responsible for my Government should be 
obliterated ". 
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As a first step towards this His Majestyhas been plea.Sed by Mr. 
tile exercise o( his- Royal· clemency in regard to prisoners: to G. A. Na.tesan. 
touch the hearts of the Indian -people and. even the outraged 
Punjab has been touched to some extent by this act of Royal 
clemency and the release of political prisoners- imprisoned 
unjilstly .. - The fir'st ·of a: series of repressive legislation which 
has given rise to a good deal of discontent in this country iS the 
Press Act. · 1· trust . that the Government of India· and . the· 
Secretary of State will now take upon themselves the. respon· 
sibility of doing away with the Press Act or at least introduce 
into it such radical and fundamental. changes that . it will be 
impossible for the Executive, whether it be an irate Secretary 
of a Government or a M~mber of the Government disgusted 
with any particular individual,· to ·demand security by a mere 
letter to· a Presidency Magistr~te. 

We. are not afraid of . Government.' 'No self~respecting 
f?urnal should b~ afraid of Government _but we. do not want 
that any journal should be placed in such a position that a mere 
execu~ive order. of a magist!ate should co~pel. it to ,deposit 
security, that it should be ·.~enied the · elementary right of 
defending itself, that it should be denied .. the priyilege which 
everyone· charged with criminal offence enjoys. Any man 
accused of any 'crime is entitled to defend himself. If I am guilty 
put me .in a Court of Law and try me. . . T~is -~ wha~ . the Press 
Act denies. and therefore we say . that it should be repealed. 
Next to the exercise of the RoyaJ. clemency, ·the ·Press Act 
should be repealed or radically modified because it has been a 
r;~n~ing .sore and in the best . interests· of Iridia. and the New 
Government you are asked to abol~h it, so _that this running sore 
should be healed. 

Babu Panch Cowrie Banerji supported the resolution in a 
~peech · in Bengali. 

The Resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimously. 

The President :..-We shall now adjourn for half an hour for 
lunch and meet. again in this Hall at 3-15 P.~ To-morrow 
we shall meet here at Il·JO· A.M., but it will be upstairs. 

On the Conference· reassembling after lunchr Babu Debi 
Prosad Khaitan said :-Brother Delegates, with the kind permission 
of the Reception Committee, I have been given the privilege. of. 
inviting you all to an evening party to-day at No. 1 Harrington 
Street. I must confess that I have been placed on a very. 
embarassing position as I have been told that invitation cards. 
have not reached all my brother delegates. You must excuse 
me for the shortcoming that has happened. Let me extend a 
cordial invitation to aU this evening and I do hope that you will all 
be able to come. The time is from 6 P.M., to 8 P.M. · . ; 
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The, .l1oderate- Ccnfuten'b.e;~ontiitued and C(,)J}cluded its 
sittings oli 1 st J anu~ry 1;9 2 o.<rhet~ W.a~ a:·y~ry lJLrge: audienc~ 
And Sir. Sivaswamr,Aiyer.pre~idedl nJ ·;:. :·. ".:.:·.:, . , ;':.:." 
' ~ .. ",'! ~:[ ·.~.:~! :'L/. c• .~ 1. · .-~:(.) r· · .. . :: · .. 

The Hon. Siv Deva Pros~d: Sarbadhikarl said :7 I·.::beg (I 

to ;place before you for-your ·;acceptance the .. Resolution whi()~ 
has been circ.ulated,, hut. it hag:, been ;altered to ia. certain 
extent which> makes it necessaiiy form~ to read it ~out to you:: 
It now rtJ.iOs asfollows ........... · · · ·. · .... · · ... · · ·.,. · ..... ,. · 

' , " ' ' '• > 'I .' ' ' "•, ' •! ' • ' ' '· ' •' i . ~ ' : ' • J .i: ;( -1. 

''' .. ;. I • , _i' • ,' l" r 1·,:· 

· '::·l,ResJ..Iuta"on· .VIII .· ' ... : , .. , ·'·, · 1' v .. • • , ), ....... , j;,J • (.;;;: 
) ' 

. :t.~ :;, ·: ·: . ( ' ' '' . ··· .. 
· ' :, · .. T:bis Conteren'ce · iS; ·or ·opinion that as .. & necessary" 

PJ:ep~ra.tion .for :the goal. ()~ :resppnsi:t1,~e Government ;in 
recognition ot the just cla.i.J:ns of. Indians to bear a.n:nS. 
in the defence of their colintry· a~d ·'in ·fulftlmellt ot 
tile pledge of increasing association of Indians in every 

· ·:branch' of the' ·· a.dlninistratioil,it: is essential to · 'ia.ke . ' 
• • ' .1 :: early steps tcfpla.ce the. defenSive organiSation &!, tbe 

;.· 

'• ,, 

GIQ~try:on,a!nationa.l ba.slS~· , ·\• :'-· L ·;; · .. "·.! .J , 

' . (a) ' by throWing bPen' KiUg's OonlmiSslons': to lndia.n~ on 
,i :'' &::liberal scale not inere1y to officers who' have risen 

·.;.· > .from the ranks :a.nd' pr6ved their.· metit b:u.t; to ~he 
! . • ·, , • .membeJ;'~. ot the $duca~e<l 9lasse~-.on ~onditions ~la.r. 

· . to..those obta.ini.ng in the British a.J:WY,; . · · · 
,,,, ,. ' '• '·•·• ' •• ,, \, •' ' ' I •·' I 

! ~ ( /.1) by tliro'Wil1g. ()pen ·to Indians 8.11: a.rms-of the .regu~ 
. ·. defeilsive orgallistion such as the· artillery,. the.:.na.vy 

: .. .{. and:t~ea.irtorce ,i, ·•. ' .. <: · .. , 
fi·•,' :;•,••' ~ • ' r :· \'~·•, ~:,. ~I ''I :.'fc ', 

:. (c) ,bY taking steps for the' orgamsatlon of the te:rritoria.l 
· · .. :a,rmy:which Wl1i serve ·a.s· an: a.wdlia.ry force td ·the· 

' .; 

. lndiai army and wiil 1bear at 'least. ·the .. sa;.me•· 
proportion thereto as the propo:Sed Europe&.n~ 
auxiliary force will bear to the British army in India ; 

. · : .. !·: . · •:: : . :·:.F . · , ·' · ··: · :: . . ! : 
(d) by providing 'adequate · military:· training and 

instruction in India to the highest standard possible 
:~d. of the ~rp.e cha.rac~er as, in th~ ~~e, af the Blitish 
Army in all subjects ot military instruction whether 
technical or administrative, including military and 

• • ' " • • ~ r .' ' ' I ' " · r l ' ' .. r · . : ' "-' \ . ~ r ' 

·~val engineering, .. ,the cOnstrutitioii or aircraft'· and 
· 6ubn:iarine~ engin~ering;, the· knowt$dge or tactics· and 

strategy, etc. . . : ;1 .:. , ~ · r. { ··,- : ; .. ; · . . : : . . . . 

He;s&.id.: It is.a good augury. to: my mind t,Aa:t;, l,ami.\ahle 
to invoke your·new year~s good 1\tishes ·and. thos,e. I 1}9pe of
the authorties in favour of this resQlv.tion. To . ~y mind this 
resolution: is: a .logical· sequenc~ ()f the resoluti<>n~ tha~ y()u • 
adopted here yesterday and the day before. Last y~~r ~ben the.·. 
Moderate Conference met at Bombay ~the Reform m~asure was . 
still in embryo. and as an embryo it was ~hreP.tetted by untold;; 
woes, misfortunes and misadventures, all of.whi<:h have fortun~. 
ately now . disappeared, and. w~en. responsible G~vernment; is· in .. 
view a very nec8sary corollary· ·of and:p:reparation: for- ,that,· 
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.hust be' a prep~raUoh' '. f~r s~lf:J.efetic~ aild·4~re~~Mor th~ 
Empire.· · You are aware, ladies a tid gentleni'im, that a, resolu
tioni·Jike this, a. resoluti~n that seek$ to disttirb equari~'tlimbils 
.t:n<fsedate ves~d inter~sts' and· 7 tlie. existing ·order of' :things, 
is apt to :evoke a pious i~voeation lik~ that about 'the cobb lei and 
his last. If we ~en~ to' w~it for· a settlerlu~ni ·ofall difference~ ~f 
Jpinion.by commissidns and coril.missions after· aU do n~t ·se.ttle 
differences,.of opinion but· crea~ further differermes but tha~;. is ' 
an6ther story~l-if we were to wait for d. settlement of all . dffer
elic~s 'of opinion in all conceivable n1atte~g before pebpl~ rtikli 
their tD.irids known , before they formt!l~te their· g~ieva~ces 
aud demands, I ani afraid all hrtm~ri .prrigress wonld be fmpossi~ 
ble 'ana that ' "'"6uld be 'my an~wet to' any o~e' ·~ ho' w~uld 'put 
f<>fward the Esher. Army commissi~n with. it~ ~e~y limited terms 
<ifr6fer~nce~ I do not know· what· that coinmiksion will· oe':aole 
to ·achie~e having· reg~rd : to:.: it:s: tktms- ·of· referetl~e b:nd ~l~o 
~nfcirtunately havin·~ r~gafd to; t~e p~~sident. ·who ~in l:i~ a·t the 
lietid of its deliberations iri India. However tnuch that tnay prove 
rinsailsfactol)r from. the point of vie\V of those who · have -this 
resolution' at heart, I have ve~yhigh hbpes . that Sit Krishna 
Gupta,·~who ·has been called upon to take ·part in this commission· 
will as an·indiviaual, be very helpful in pressing' fotward '16ri.r 
v1ew before the authorities . and .. if . military organistion. frorri 
the"I~dianpoint of V'iew is at all to. be· undertakeli on 'lines 
.subli as: we'venture to' indicate' in . this .• resolution that. vie'w is 
bound! to cotl!mehd itself to the authonties. · '· · 

I .''I;\ : ~' i, .. '; 

·:. !!may tell you, gentlemen, that 'this resolution is not the 
o()ffsptitig of the ·heated im'a.ginations of the Subjects Committee 
fatigu'ed after' a lon.g.d'ays work yesterday or the day before .. 
It has been carefully considered by people· who have studied 
the matt~r iri ... ddnsul'tjttion . with 'those who 'are going" to. take· 
rip a~ further critical businesslike study of the subject, not on 
.senti~ehtargtounds or grounds of expediency,'but on the larger 
ground: of the justice · and necessity of the ·situation.: 
Furt~er than that, this q~estion -has been' before th~ countrY 
.and ~he Congress for the last 35 years in one shape Oi' another. 
Our demand for civic emancipation has been as persistent,· 
as .loud and as strong as for •the larger and better employment' 
-of Indians in the army. We need ·no longer go· back to the 
history · of Protabnditya and Mohun Lall ·in·· practical proo'f 
·of the righteousness of our cause. Hi~tory· is· being ma.d·e 
u:ow _and though in Bengal we have been somewhat backwatd. 
of late, the reawakening came many years ago. · · As far 
..as I re~ember' signS' of it appeared soon after ·the Panjdeh 
affair, ~hich so.tne of you will remember, ·in the early eighties· 
of the last century, · when· 500 Bi:m<>'alis offered themselves' 

' . . 0 

for service ·in answer to' the Russian. menace then as much 
Bolshevic as now. '\Vho do you think headed that ~ovement 1: 
liy . valued I friend :Mr.. Surendranath . Bannerjea . and . we 
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'vere his willing . lieutenants. -.;Nothing . however. came .. o~ 
that. , Nothing, came of the sugg~stion for many, yeftrs 
although every . Congress programme has included resolutions. 
for military employment •. for volunteering, and fm: relaxation. 
of the Arms Act. regulation. Mr. Surendranath Bannerjea ~ 
told you yesterday that that master agitator had neve~ failed but 
he failed so far. The opportunity came on· August 4th 1914. 

and some of his lieutenants found an opening. ·'fhe Madr~s 
Telingees came at the call of Clive· and made the discussion. 
of British Indian politics possible in this swamp, where Char-. 
nock and his lineal descendants placidly.smoked theirhookas 
un._der the Banyan tree in Boitakhana. · Thi~ woul~ never have. 
happened if Clive had not dared to differ from his counting 
house masters in Madras. Madras has sent us another sh·onoo 

. . 0 

contingent headed by the president while. the .. sturdy Nair. 
with the Parsuram martial traditions has been called upon 
to take up duties elsewhere-duties which are no less important 
than those in the consideration of which we are enooaooed 

' 0 0 

inhere this morning. Sir Sankaran Nair who on the strong 
recommendation of Lord Chelmsford is one of Mr .. Montaoou's. 

' ' ~ 

councillors will, I am sure be able to press this point of. view·, 
in the national programme with much greater· force because. 
t1le.Nairs are still a traditionally ma.rtial race alth9ughliv:ing 
under civic ~nd religious institutions. Th~ President referred. 
to his ~ntire success as a recz:uiting sergeant in. Madras in. 
connection with the, Indian Defence Force but he did not 
refer to the Moplahs and Carnatics who have been giving 
such an excellent account of themselves at. the front and of 
whom Lord Chelmsford has bei:m speaking so appreciatively 
Qf late. We may not be able to furnish Moplahs and Carnatics. 
but my· Bengalee friends will not forget that on th& 
model of the Madras Telingees the East India~ Company 
made a pipe army which was their main stay in those 
days before the. Beharis, the Bhojpuris and Stalwarts from 
the Upper provinces or the Punjab, or Afghanistan, or the 
Nepali Gurkhas replaced the feeble Bengali warrior· who took 
a notable part in the establishment of British ascendancy 
in this country. However, as I have said, I need not_ go back. 
to history in furtherance of our. claim ; as late as the 6th 
August 1914 will answer my present purpose. War was de·. 
clar~d on the 4th August, it was made known to the general 
public on the 5th and on the 6th .the Bengalis were able to-. 
place their services and the services of their friends at the 
disposal of. the authorities for any. employment in military 
life that the Government might think fit. Cautious steps . 
had naturally to be taken. We were asked for knowledge of 
tactics and strategy. We also had begun with a display of tactics.. 
and strategy. As you know, it is a part of British tradition 
in the display of tactics and strategy to send their doctors in · 
advance where they want to get a footing. . So did we. . Our. 
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medical men formed the vanguard and at once pla_ced . their The Hon. Sir 
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services at the disposal of the Government. Red-tape negom- Sarba.dhika.ri. 
ations had to follow, but within three months 140 members_ 
of the medical profession in private practice had been told off 
to ease the situation. Unpreparedness had led to an inevitable 
breakdown and the appearance of these 140 doctors as tempor-, 
ary. members of the Indian ·:Medical Service was a great 
help. We were also able to organise and equip that ill-fated 
ambulance vessel, the Bengalee, which unfortunately sank off. 
Madras. But that did not damp our ardour. We soon 
organised and got ready a land ambuiance force and what 
account they gave of themselves in Mesopotamia is now a. matter 
of history. Amarendra Chowdhury and six of his colleagues 
were amongst the illustrious dead in Jtfesopotamia. A number 
of them went into captivity and all the hardships of one and 
a half year of captivity in the hands of the enemy were 
cheerfully borne. And when they came back what did they 
do 1 Not at all daunted by the sufferings they had gone 
through but rather encouraged, they ·sought their places in the 
combatant ranks. The second ambulance corps had in the 
meantime been organised but had to be disappointed owing 
to a mis..understanding to which I shall not refer more than 
to say that the disappointment was not the fault of the 
organisers. We pressed the Government and thanks to the good 
offices 'or Lord Carmichael, the authorities saw that it would 
not do to allow discontent to grow in the country and 
the disappointed men were made the nucleus of the Bengali 
battalion which not long after took the shape of the Double 
Bengali Company and under Dr. Mullick's fostering care soon 
extended into seven Battalions. Then came the Transport 
Corps, the Signalling Corps, the Railway Corps and various · 
other military and semi-military organisations where the more 
educated man had his chance and I certainly claim that they 
gave a good account of themselves. They were all well-spoken 
of in the Despatches by the officials and I would like to know 
what answer these officials will give when this halting pro-. 
gramme of ours comes to be considered. Now what do we 
ask for 1 The nl\tural rights of men-rights almost as natural 
as those of food, air and light-the defence of the Empire. 
The 140 medical men we supplied soon rose in all the provinceSJ 
where the propaganda was undertaken to 941 against a 
permanent strength of 840 in the I.M.S. and these 1700 
medical men have been carrying on the work and doing it well. 
Without looking to the health of the troops no war can be won 
now a days. We therefore propose to look after the health of 
the army; we propose to furnish the brains of the: Army 
and we propose also to furnish the sinews and muscles because 
given proper training and opportunities, every Indian including 
the much decried Bengali will make good in this notable 
direction. What they can do Subadar J.Iajor Bose has been 
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able to say. As regards what can be done in volunteering 
there is Mr. J. N. Bannerjea. who has earned the Long Service 
Medal and is still a ranker. The. descendants .of men who 
gave up their lives for their European comrades and contented 
themselves with rice gruel are no more than non-commissioned "' 
officers and cannot hope to be commissioned officers of the 
army. We want all this to be changed and if responsible 
Government comes, this thing that we ask .for is a logical 
oorollary: I do not propose, but I plead with aU the 
earnestness that I am .capable of that you not only accept but 
insist upon this resolution. As Sir B. C. Mitter said in his 
address, I too have a hereditary right in moving this resolution 
and that right I hope will not be denied to the son of the 
first naval surgeon in the Burrnah War before last who as 
brigade-surgeon stood by the death bed at the siege of Lucknow . 
of Sir Henry Lawrence who died, doing his duty (Loud and 
continued applause). 

The. Hon. Mr; Srinivas Sastri said :-I have much; 
Sriniva.s Sa.stri. pleasure in seconding this Resol~tion. In doing so I will only 

dot the i's and cross the t's of the speech you have just 
listene~ to. I would lay special emphasis on a paz:t of the 
preamble of this resolution "as a necessary preparation for the 
goal of responsible Government". That clause brings this 
resolution within the scope of the resolution to which I had 
the honour to speak yesterday. So considered it seems a 
necessary. corollary to any large step in· responsible Govern
ment that. we take. In fact a great many amongst our wise 
leaders think that even if we obtain a much larger measure of 

. resp.onsible Government, even if we obtained the whole of it, 
we should still be far from enjoying the full fruits of it if the 
object of this resolution had not been previously attained. 
That this is perfectly true is clear from the fact that not only 
our wise leaders but the wise leaders of our opposition· have 
long ago realised it. I well remember that in our first 
struggles for a bit of the reform that we are now going to 
have, we heard the remark from the extremists on both sides 
that if we are nt for it we must fight for it. From the 
Anglo-Indian side it carne in this form : "If you are fit for 
responsible Government take it." A great many of our 
own friends the Indian extremists who liked nothing 
so much as a deep-rooted agitation said "Look here, there 
is nothing to be gained by your political programmes and 
your political speeches. You may send deputations to England 
but you will never get anything in that way. If we are 
fit for responsible Govern_ment, 1 come along and let us take 
it." What either party meant was that no responsible 
Government has ever been obtained in this world except as 
the result of a combat between forces on one side and forces 
on the other. Our adversaries, to. use a mild expression, in 



this truggle for responsible Government really mean this 
that they would not grant us anything in the nature of power 
in the civil administration till we fight for it. This is the · way 
most nations have obtained any constitutional power and 
this was the only way in which they would part with consti
tutional power in this country "not till you can fight and 
force us to be free shall. we make you free if we can help it." 
"That was the lint\ that they took up. I dont think the better 
mind of England at any time would have endorsed this 
unblessed doctrine. It was something like what we used to 
bear in the case of the widened electorates. As often as we 
asked that the franchise should be thrown open in this conn try 
:as a preparation for responsible Government, these hereditary 
adversaries of ours came forward and said "Look here, 
_your masses are uneducated, you have no system of universal 
education in your country. How abs':J.rd is the idea of starting 
.a widened franchise before you have that." 'fhen when we 
went to them for some measure of universal education they 
turned their back on us. For one reason or another there could 
be no political education, there could be no universal education. 
'They kept you ignorant and when you wanted political power 
they said your ignorant men could not vote. That was the line 
pursued. It was the same "not till you can fight us for it." 
Thank Heavens we have been able, without anything like. the 
.application of force, to obtain the promise-I will not yet 'say 
fulfilment-of responsible Government-I can assure you I do 
uot feel-and very few people feel-that we still shall have the 
reality. As I have said. already, we shall not have the full 
-enjoyment of the fruits of responsil::ile Government till along
side the growth on our civil side we have also obtained the 
privilege of being enrolled in the citizen army. Here again 
we hear this curious proposition. Our Anglo-Indian friends ask 
"''Do you suppose that we are going to remain in this country 
as merely defenders of your 1 frontiers, putters down of 
insurrections and internal rebellions, loaving you the conduct of 
civil affairs in this country 1 We never will. So long as ' 
you want us to fight for you, . so long also shall we rule over 
you." Now this is another naked doctrine preached to us by 
those who were eloquent about the civilising mission of Great 

· Britain in the East. They say "we are out to conquer ·coun
trieS; to add provinces to our Empire, but what for? To 
raise the fallen, to bring civili~ation and all its advantages to 
those parts of the world where still there is darkness and 
barbarism." If this is the case why should they be destined 
to play the part of defenders while we develop on the civil 
side 1 To this there is no answer except this that we came 
here for the sake of power, for the sake of commerce, for the 
sake o£ exploitincr these poor defenceless countries and we 

0 ' 

will not surrender anyth~ng till we must." Well this is a 
... loctriae which is not always openly acknowledged but it is 

The Bon. Mr. · · 
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stili present in the minds of people who have 'the ordering' of 
affairs in their hands. Sometime ago there came a call to 
the people o( this c·ountry to recruit, . The authorities felt 
themselves in' such a powerless condition· that they thought 
that without the help of the people 'of the country it would · be .. 
impossible for them to play the role they had hetherto reserved 
to themselves of defenders of the couJJ.try. What was the 
response to it 1 Sir D. P. Sarbadhikari has j11st spoken to you·· 
of the part that Bengal played in that campaign. No othei'" 
part ofthe country can say that they rose so readily and so 
amply in response to the call that they then made. I have 
heard this ·comparative failure used as an arO"ument aO"ainst the 

0 0 

just nspirations of our people. Time and again from' on high· 
and in low quarters it has been urO"ed acrainst us that 

• 0 0 

the people who were loud in their protestations of love 
of country but . did not consent to enlist in . the time of 
danger, did not deserve any privilege. We are in this
unfortunate predicament. When we desired to enlist we 
were not pro~ised the two things that we expected. I am not 
amongst those who think that no blame attaches to us in that 
respect.·· I do believe-and I may b~ frank · with myself 
and with · you--that we ought to have· done better upon that 
occasion, that for one reason or another we allowed ourselves 
to be diverted frotn ·the straight path of courageous citizen
ship on all. kinds of extraneous considerations. There were 
some people who should have spoken. in favour of recruitment 
but did. not· do. so .. Because they were disappointed for some 
reason or other invarious direct.ions they broke away from the 
call of duty. There we're yet others who for reasons best 
known to themselves chose to be silent when they' should have 
spoken. It is not a matter of pride altogether, but then 
the answ~r to 'this comes from those generous minded English· 
men who judge us in the light of ordinary human experience. 
I have heard two Governors and many people high in autho-
rity tell me "No, I wo'ut blame your people for what has been 
called a failure .. It is no failure. Among the most courageous 
nations, if the practice' of arms had died out for a hundred 
years, the same phenomenon would be noticed." That", I 
think, represents a truthful explanation of that episode. vVe 
could' not rise to the occasion because we had long been kept 
down, hindered from the ordinary right of a citizen to defend 
his own country. Now this is one of the things · that England 
has yet to do in .this country-to give us back, whole and entire, 
the right to defend ourselves (Applause). I think one of the
bitter lessons of this great war that has just concluded is this, 
that no nation however well equipped, can hope, when the 
trial comes, to stand either by itself or without calling upon 
the reserves of strength in the nation. (hear, hear). We do
not. know what international complications await us in the
future. We are by no means certain that we can rely · even 
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. up()n , such .~trength :as England can· bring t~ bear upon .any 
.:{uture: struggle without our own army b~ing · uplift~d 
·in .defence of our hearths and: homes. . I~ ~.impo~sible in.,a 
.;wlitary. sense, to.-: feel saf~ anymor~ j~ _this ,po~try._,_,_This 
power, th~ power to have a citizen ar10.Y is on~: of; t~e-. gre~t 
.aets. of restitution that . England owes to India. · It pught {lot 
to be ~elayed by a dayJonger; than. ~s absolutely nece~~ary. /-~ 
state of pre.par~nes~ .. cannpt <;ome in ad~y. It:·. takes .a )o:ng 
time- even phy$ically .to· :fit OQt an arsenal and the other appur
tenan~es ~cessaryfor QUr proper training, and above all t~ instil 
into us those 'martial qllalities, :':Vhi~h whe~ once I~st~ take gen~ 
.rations to.: r~ain. ,All thes~ matters requir~ ~ple.nty of ti~e 
~ud . therefore the sooner the English people recognise this 
and begin, the better. .You don't kn<?w, a~d I .did not ,kno~ 
-till I· had a peep int9 the arena of _European politics, that ef 
tbe.ma.ny parts of this big a.dlJlirustrat_i,ve machinE}ry which y~u 
.call. the Govern~ent of a. country, the. most conserya:tive _,.pa~t, 
with the· :most- old, .. world ideas, is the. military depari;men~. 
Their .:prejudices and .their worn-out policies they hug till they 
.know no~ what they are dQing. Then.· they . wa~e; up . all of a 
. sudden. I know nothing military that moves quickly except the 
.Indian mi)itary Budget (laughter) 'Y'hich year l>Y year.:;.1Jlounts 
up · untll within ?0 years h has. more. than douhle<J ~tself . and 
.H~ven kno\VS whetherin the ne:x;t three years it is:n~t ,goiQg 
.tp treble or quadr~p]e itsel~ . Ex.Gept in the m~tt~r~.· thE:trefo;re, 
of encroaching upPn th~ poo~ resources of the. I~dian taxpayer 
the mil.it11ry departll).ent .iiJ v,ery slow Jndeed, and particularly 
.sl9w in taking a big a.dvai;tcejn it~ ,policy.. 1\filita~y poli~y ~s 
.alway$ ~ecret, never al~qwed: -to:be kn~w11 to t~e peo_pl~, N~w 
this poljcy ·must change ·)f)ntirely .. Jt must take;.the ~ore 

·generous liQ~. , that Mr; .M~nt~gu and oth~rs ha!eimparted ~o 
the other side of the administration. Not . till . then .shall our 
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responsible (Jov~rnment 9e; as full, as many-sided and as fruit-
.ful as it should be .to.this .great country (applause). ,, 

. \. - ' ' 
. . . Mr. V. lt. Gupta---:"1 f~1. ,.great p~ea,~ure in Bl)pporting thjs 
resolution 'Yhicb ha~ J:>~en ~o ably pz:oposed,, .. seconded and 
. supported, already. I will specifically dey~te )ny, atten#~11 io 
:oqe portion of. thi~ ;~e~a,lution with regard to . t~e King's 
,.Commission~ .that ~re. to. ~e gi!en t~. ~he Indians~ Y()u. ~as 
know. that three dap b~fore , the . .announcement of 20th 
August was made about the Refol'II}s, .another .ann~unc~~~~t 

. w~u!l .made th~t the .colour ~r was to b~: remove~ with .r~gar_d 
·.~ .the King'~ Com~i$Si~ns in the ln#.an Army an~ it_ w~ 
also anno11~ced at the SBiflle ,time! tba.t 9. new Commissiqns were 

. to be given t?)ndia~s-: J~ .Part :9r.p~e ~tory I ~m S()rry ~ 
-~~ yo~,is in.itselfl'!()t ~ VJ~I:"f. d~able stqry to tell,,: becau~ 
.. th~.re was absolut~ly no ·cQlour bar h.efore tha;~ aop<!uncement. 
~Tb.i~ colo_u,~- bar . bad. alre~dy ~een· !e~~v.ed ~Y: the . b~nigfl 
.. P.rocla.~ti~n of Q~een Vic~ria. in 1858 ~nd the nine l}()mm,i. 

. '• ' .. ~ - . . . '\ 
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ssioiis \vliich it\va~ ·s~id' \vere· g·oing. to ba: givett"to ·the Indians 
we're' ~.lrea'dygiv'Em'· to tbem long before ·thi~: announcement 
was made.·: And ~hese coimnission~·:·wt-'re··not ·the·. ordinary 

· co.~missions of' Subadar · lti:aJor lind ~thers! given to·-persons 
who rose from the ranks·; but :iJie King's· Commissions·,given 

:to the people' ·of~r· tlie' ·_sighat~re· of His: Maje~tt· himself. " 
./All that was done'by that announcem~nt:~ -was·:.that ·they: were 
: trknsferred from what we· call the · Inland · ·. Land · ·Forces to 
thi(Indhi~ 'Arm~·and what they srtffered wa:s that·they :were 
put. below the_ t.fficerB' · who_liad ·.the .. sam~· .rank but· had·taken 

•their grade on the same day. So in:· fact· solne of them have 
·lost their ranks to the extent Of~OO;in number and•putlower. 
, This is the. history of that annouucement ? over which so many 
·ofl~~ were .sdjubilant. , 'rhis is the re$ult of what :Mr. Srinlvas 

·: Saski spoke of just now as being nothi~g short· of the 
·machinations of the War . Office. In the Legislativl:l Council 

· we were told that commissions were to be given free to Indians, 
·but afterwards it: turned ~ut that these were not King's Com
. mission& bu't commissions given' ordinarily'' ·'to those :who rose 
fro~· the rank~~ ... So in one way or :another. ·we h~ve been led 

·to believe th~t: steps-"were being taken. to 'meet our aspirations 
. to·be officers in 'the t~d1an' ··Army,· but practically:up to' the 
, present mom~nt you wili'·' :find' that Ve'fy }ittie has F be~n 
done. After the'. 'ttn.no'unce'ment :of 17th August \l9i7, 

·two 'years have elapsed and these commissions ought ·to • 
· have· been giv~n to · Indians.- At least what· was promised . 
by the Secretary· of State ought to .have been done.' · H()w 
many commissions do you think have been· given ?' .i There 
·are' only five boys·· learning at Sandhurst and only five ha:Ye 
·been admitted. within the · last three months. ·: So In fact ilb 
' n~w commission's have been given. :So I 'ten boys ·~~e :learning 
' at s'~ndhurst and that ~is all that 'has heen done in 'fulfilment 
. of the promise about which we have heard so' much. . 1 ask 
whether this is right ·1. I think this : question of comrilissi6iis 
in the Army to Indians ought to form one . of the foremost 

: items in the· prog~amme of our ·work in the future.· .' W t{have 
given ·some attention iri the years ·past to this questio.n · ~f tire 

·Army and the Congress· has passed ;·r.esolutions .. several times 
· but· in my 'humble opinion the questiQri has hbt "re'ceivea 
quite a~ much ' attention • as it : deserves. you 'kn~w . th~t 
the art of GeneralShip, the art of leading armies. to·: fight 
battles, has been one . of the proudest possessions of 1/he 
martial races of India, but with the advent : 1of British 
rule all that has . disappear~d. From the early . days 'of 
the East India Company . King's Commissions were giv~ 
to Indians but ~since the Mutiny all that ha:s·. been_ stopped: ~nd 

. Gn}y commissions to those who rise' from the ranks 'are given. 
·In fact they are not . properly speaking commissioris · because 
these persons have not got the necessary · education arid other 
requirements necessary . to make good Generals. : They ate · 



. •onJy .. officers w- 'Whpm•. subordinate . dutie~ . ~re : entrusted. .. I 
. ~y .that the deijceudants o~ tho~e whp have been fighters; from 
·.the earliest. days. cannpt. sit qui~t anP. . see this inequal~ty 
·:'lontin"Qed. · Another point to which I would draw attention 
.iii this. ~At· this. particular -~omef?.t when we are talking-of 
lS!illf-government"; c~n yo~ : possibly.; consider that S.elf-goyem
;ment.is con~isten~.: with·, th_e .. pf;'esent ~position of the I,nq.i.an 
, ~rmy 1l The nat~onalisation of the Indian Arwy is. the. ~og~cal 
. ·sequence of. responsible _Government. If the _ Army is ~ept 
. ~nits present ,position without· any. sympathy with a G:~~ern
.ment which will be a national. Government what will b~ the . •' ' . . . . •'·· . ' ·' _, 

re~ult 1 . The. whole of the Army 'Yill. have practica~y nothillg in 
common with our Government and do you think that in these 

.two departments the .Army w,or~ing by. itself but I poking -to the 
-~people for the fu,nd~ ·neCE:lSSa~y;. and .. at, the. sametime· };l~ving 
.jno sympathy with. the people, and th~.: Government · respo~s~ble 
:~o the people:but having:abSolutely·no-: po~.er ov~r the army, 

19an ·:possibly work . together ? It is inevitable . that .t~isi will 
; .l~ad to. open opposition and. I do not know what will happen . in 
.•tJ?..e long run. ; So I think it ~s absolutely neQessary that wpen 
lW!3 have these! political :Refprms, we .should· at. the same time 
:have rS,Oiije voic-e, som~ sort of,sympathy. with th,e)ndian a~lllY 
:btherwise· I think the ,two .,will. not and cannot. work.;well 
.. togeth~r. It.will come .to this that .we. will have· a sort.;of 
.. merce~ary army·which' will be paid by us but ~ill )lave ,,no 
.,$ympathy-with us. History. gives us several instances of the 
•;bad .effucts of having mercenary armies and I think . this .. army 
:'il.f.ours mercenaries as they wiU be,' .having. absolutely. nothiJ)g 
in common .. with·us will lead to w:orse t~ings even .than. merce· 
.nary armies .have:led to ,in the past. So· we· have. got .. to :look 
. at :this pr9blem from that. point of vi~w. We must fac~ this_ 
, problem in the. right way if we are. going to pay our regiments 
-~nd if we are going to defend our1 hearths and homes against 
:peoples aed countries· who. may .think ·of attacking India. , .J 
·.am not one;o( those dreamers· who think .that· we shall .. h~ve 

.. continued-peace: hereafter through the coalitions and combina
'.tioJ:X of several nations~ , Who · kno.ws h.ow s9on the frontiers: of 
India and even the seas arQund India may ~e threatened fr~m 
outside ... We C{l.noot count with certainty q.pon Great Britaiq.'s 

.·h~nds being free that she will.in ·such an eventualitY. .be able 
: ~nil. willing to support and defend India against such . attacks. 
·.~o. the chief necessity of our nation is that we must· be re~y 
; to qefend ourselves and be in a position to do. so successfully, 
.~nd unless we: succeed. in putting ourselves in such a positiqn 
:and. are able to .defend ourselves, jt will ultimately not lead Jo 
, very beneficial ~esults ... As has been very. rightly. said we can 
. have no real . responsible Government or· self-government 
·"without power to -defend ourselves. 
I • ... 

· ·., · · So in conclusion .I want to say that if we are td have Self-
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gov~rnment,' if we wi~h that India sh(Juld actually take ·h~r plaae 
among t~:enations of the wo~ld, that India should proceed:peace
f~lly and not look to ·others :in time of need for purposes·· :or 
defence, lthink the'comrriiitee which'~ill be ~ppointed tdfurther 
the best hiterests of the country under the · Reform Scheme 
should take this 'problem in .hand and do all' in their power and 

. 'go before· the Army Commission, which is· now sitting' and 
·tty and secure for Indians the' Kings. 'Commissio~ and ·also 
· see' that a regular .volunteer. force is organised on' a· sound basi~, 
·leaving absoluteli 'no room for doubt _about the loyalty or other
~ise of the Indian people, and if we succeed in·· t>btaining tbis 

'l will say that we have·won responsible· Government (applause). 

Mr. B. Venkatapati Raju who ttlso supported the ~esolti
~ tio'll'said :-The ~emand embodied in· this resolution fo~ ;your 
''consideration and 'subsequent acceptance cannot ·be styled eith~r· 
·Moderate or Immoderate, because it is ·a 'legitithate aspiration 
:;arid ~vital for the ·national- .growth; : Itow long.· ~re we to 
· ~ait before ··we ·educate· our . children· and ·our children~ a. 
children.· in. a. martial spirit on patriotic lines ·1 Is it not 
o~r dutj' t~ instil into their minds martial :fervour : and 
love of country with an- .unswerving determhiation 'to hold 
their own- agamst ·any other· nation tb~ti might ·:tttack 
them? ''fhe country: \vill not he invinci.ble ·until and' • unless
out· ·child~en are properly trained arid. equipped. Are· we to 

. 'tolerate th~ j~ers of th~ English .papers who say:·"yo'u cry for
home rule and are we to protect your · hearths · and homes!.? 

· Ar~· we u; · protect your souls 1'1 Cer~inly not;· we never w~n
ted that~ ·What we deinand i~ that yo~ should ·give us opt>or
tunities and we' will defend our own hearths and homes (applause). 
H~w has J' a pan becorne great 1 ·~It is because their' Government 

:realise ·that· 'her subjects should: utilise . their eriergies in 
. a's~imilating W' estern knowledge in all branches of life; not only 
·in civic administration but also in 'military affairs. And it is 
:natural -that. that natiOn should have risen in' 'the scale of 
nations. ~rid .bec~ine an important .. factor in world p6litios. 
· Hav~ we .. not performed feats of heroism in olden days·~ . EV"eity 
~part of the country; whether you take· Madras or Oudh, Bengal 
or Bombay,.;-in every part of the country· you find· history 

·telling· us that we have .exhibited· valour ··arid · streng.th·. ··Is ·it 
·not fair that· the Government who want us to. participate ·in the 
· .ciVil administration should~ als~ enable tts to· defend our country: 1· 
·W ~ know why during the·last 150 years of Bri'tish rule instead 
·of the country becoming stronger and stronger., ··it·· has beoome 
weaker and weaker~: . Th~· oniy reason for -this· lamentable · sta·te · 
of things is that ~ur rb.ler~· have i.ot had··lsufficient. confidence· 
and trust in their subjects: C~n they possibly hope to secu~e 
the firmness of our attachment bv distru·sting·us·t'l · They ··must 
increase our affection and loyalty and homage by the silken. 

-ti~ and fetters of trust ·and love: Trust begets 'trust.· : If. ·they-
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trust u~ 'we ~iii be grateful · to them, be more ~loyal to theni 
N ~ne of us, either here or elsewhere 'want 'separation ttom. the 
Empire, hut what we do want is to ·atand on our own l~g.s., 
Wha1ds th~ object of inviting us to be a lllember of the League 
of Nations it we cannot tell 'them thati in any case of 'emergency 
'\ve' can and will support· the1 Empire. A~e we to depend. 
always upon others for protection 1 I am tellng y6u what. you 
aJlknow when I say that the Arms Act has killed the martial 
spirit of India to a very great extent. It is neither wise nor' 
proper for the . Government 'to kill the · martial spirit of its. 
subjects; We want to stahd upon our own legs and. therefore· 
we must bestir oU!"Selves and we expect our leaders to put 
for~ard strenuoo.s and vigorous efforts . to secure· tor · tis ·.this~ 
much needed reform, because unless we have got· men not only 
with intellectual ability but also with valo~r and strength, we 
will not become a self respecting nation so that other nati~ns~ 
rltaf also respect us. 1Not by· grailting us more ·posts or. by.' 
promises: to allow us to administer more subjects,· will we·. 
becorite great,bnt by our preparation and by our ability to 13tand; 
on our own'legs, shall.we secure the admiration of the peoples 
of the world. This resolution does not need many more words 
from me to commend itself ·to your t;tniversal acceptance. . I' 

. request' you one an~ all to cartr the resolution with acclama~ 
tion. · · 

. . . 

·. ·MajorS. N. Bose said;-1\lr. presid~nt, Ladie's and Gentle-: 
· men, 'it is an honour to be allowed to stand shoulder to shoulder 

on the ·s~me platf~rm with the giant p~litical leaders of India to 
support the' res~lution which to my mind is one of the most 
important resolutions in this. Conference. I shall not mention 
here again why we want this to be carried,· as the.' reason has 
already been given by my predecessors. I shall draw your atten· 
tiol} to : clause (b) of the resoluti~n-why do. we ask for. 
all these various arms 1 The Government may · say that you; 
have got the Infantry why do you want more 1 Ladies and 
Gentlemen, we have :got the Infantry a~d a very· good Inf~~try 
too but to have an efficient National · Army we want 
them alL What· does the Infantry do 1 It carries rifles. ·Rifles' 
are used for preparing and for making the final assault. Usually 
Infantry has to advance under the cover of Artillery. We cannot 
ask somebody else to help us whenever we are in need of protec
tion. We cannot do without Artillery. The next item is the 
Air Fqrce. They are the eyes of the army and it is 'impossible' 
for an army to move now-a-days either· for offensive or defens· 
ive 'purposes without the guidance of the Aeroplane!.· As· 
regards the Navy,..,_it is absolutely necessary to save the skin' 
of the country." Every one of you know how the German 
Government had suffered during the Great war for the 
efficiency of His· Majesty's. ·Gran4 Navy. The efficient' 
British Navy ·not only ·kept· the Seas clear · but kept· 

.. ... . ... , ... 
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the enemy at bay the whole tim~. To have an effic~~nt"National 
Army we cam~ot do . with ·.~me. 4epartment only leaving 
th~ .other~· ·:I shou~d .say that if we ar~~ to ~e given any-: 
thi~g, ~e~ us ~egiven the whole or nothing at a.lt A vo~untary 
ArJ!ty._is no good. ~tis a mere .sham. They know. practically 
nothing of ~he .real warfare. It is not at all .. an efficient" 
body. If ~e are to have anything we must, try and get the best. 
I consider tha~ it is not a very difficult . thing for the Govern
ment to grant u:s this. If they can trust us, they can · give· us .. 
In France, in Egypt, in Mesopqtamia, in .the Dardennelles and 
in the Frontier tqo we .were.tr.usted, ~d we did .not give a bad 
account of ourselves as the world knows~ If we could be trusted. 
then, why can .we not be trusted now ~ Given this efficient. 
National, Army it will ·not .only do good to the. country, but 
will be a power to the Government as· well .. As regards the 
remarks from our illustrious and respected leader Hon'ble. 
Mr. ~astri why .there was no'resp~nse from other provinces, if I 
may be allowed to say so on behalf of the young Indians I should 
'say, the fa.ult did not lie. with them, but. with the Government. 
Therigorous application of the Arms Act· not only made us. 
forget the use .of arms, but taught us to look upon it with a. 
~read.· It helped to kill the sporting life of old, so the. fault lay 
with the Government more than with the people ... The leaders 
are trying to have compulsory education for Indians. Let the~ 
combine with that compulsory physical training too. r~et the 
muscles be developed with. the brain. Let the Boy Scout move
ment be much more. wide spread, let us have Cadet Corps. 
for all the senior schools in the country a~d all thes~ will form 
the basis of an efficient Nfttional,Army which .will be a glory 
to th'c country and a power to the Government. 

· Lt. Sircar on bein:g called upon to support the resolution 
said :-Mr. President and gentlemen;! still hold mycommission 
and therefore 1 am not permitted to take part in the proceedhigs 
and speak on this occasion. I trust you will kindly excuse me. 

Mr. Hunter in further supporting said :-I came to India 
about a month or .so ago to .see your country. · I had no idea of 
either entering into or taking any part in Indian politics but 
after attending this conference· during the last two days and 
hearing the every able speeches which have been. made by your 
leaders I came to· this conclusion that the Moderate party was 
really the party which has the interest of India and the inter
est of the Indian people at heart and I had no hesitatipn in 
seeking to associate myself with it (applause) .. We have just • 
emerged from a very terrible and devastating war, a war· which · 
has turned the world from end to_ end and I cannot help. think- · 

. ing that it' is a calamity)which we all hope . will never happen · 
to the world again. You have heard of course that as one of· 
the results of that war, there has been some talk of forming a 
League of Nations.· I thi.nk ·Lord .Palmer who is a very great 
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and a very ,.able .man indeed, altho~g~ he may be . what your 
learned and able leader Mr; Surendranath: Bannerjea called 
"a mere lawyer" but is still a very able man, is on the League 
ofNations and if this idea can only be· brought to bear. fruit, it 
may be: that: we shall all be ~afe from any future war. It may, 
after all be only an. ideal: _and we do not always Tealise our· 
id~als. In the, :r.ecent war I think I can say that not one of 
the. coun~ries. associated with England bas played a more im
portant part than India. She has given of her best not only 
in treasure but in the lives and blood of her soldiers who have 
fought and fought bravely in France, in Flanders, in Mesopota
mia and in other centres of war. I have spoken with many offi· 
cers from the front and all of t4em bore witness that if it bad 
not been for the soldiers of India we .. might at time have hee~ . 
in a very tight· qorner. As som~ re~ognition of the part th,at 
India had played you have, I think, received what . have been 
called the Reform Act. · This Act which you have received is 
not perhaps all that you hope for ; it is not perhaps all that 
you are justified in asking, bui it is something and I cannot 
help. f~eling that from that beginning very great things are. 
going .to tak~ place. Hitherto, as I understand Indian politics, 
you have .been on. what I might call a sea of destruction .. ~ou· 
are.nqw launching upon what mayperhap~ be aptly termed.the 
ocean of construction and if I. may say so you will find that 
the. art of co)]struction . is a much. more difficult one tha1:1 the . 
art of destruction.-. The future of India, to my mind, is in the 
hands of yourselves. You have this Act which gives you a 
measure ot: self-government and I am quite sure from what I 
have seen of India and from what I have seen of Indian states
men and Indian leaders, that they are going. to make the very 
best of the opportunities which are now given to them. You 
will have of course, education and the beginning of everything 
must ~e education. It is a two-edged weapon, but I hope that. 
you will use it well so that the most'. beneficial results may 
ensue . 

. With regard to the resolution which I have the ~onour to 
support I must say that it has my very fullest appreciation. I 
quite agree with what the previous speakers have said that 
the part which India has played in the war and the consequent 
responsible position which she is now going to occupy justifies 
her in having an army which is compatible with her needs and 
which ~an only, I am sure, do her bare justice. Let me repeat. 
that I .have the very great apreciation of this. resolution which 
has my -most hearty support. I do hope indeed that you will 
have an army, that very soon you will heve a W~~·ich, a 
Sandhurst and a Wellington and other Military Colle<Yes 

. 0 ' 
because it is only natl_lral to hope that with the system of. 
education that India has, she . can ra.ise an a:rmy which will do . 
her justioo and.which I am quite sure will in the course of. a. 
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... very· few years· .do her infinite .. credit. :I hav~. very: gr~at' 
pleasure in supporting the resolutiOn. . . . ,\ ' . r: . 'i .• : 

· : ~ ~ · · • · • · · . · : · • . • · : . • . , · · r 

. ·Mr.· Sachindrnath Mukerjee, who ·also ;supported :the· 
resolution,· said ;~1 rise to join my voi~~ in supporting' thi$ pro-> .. 

·position which· has been· just now placed. bef~re yo~ with· s~ niuch 
ability; eloquence, .and force, and to· commend it to your 
unanimous and enthusiastic ~ccept~nce. For years and years the 
subject ·of th.e admission of Indi~ns into the Army has formed' 
one ~f the chief plan'ks in our political programme: ·For·· years 
and years we· have knocked at. th~ . door~ · of Governrrtent 
urging our claims to be allowed ·to defend oUrselves, onr hearths;. 
and'homes, but so long our voice has been a 'Voice crying 
in the · wilder~ess · an:d our cl~ims · have ~ot ·received ~my 
recognition, but. bow . that . we are . to have. 'and. enjoy. 
resp~nsible Governme~t I hope. and trust (arid tliis ·hope: ioes' 
forth from the heart of the nation) that ··we· shall be· granted 
the p~ivilege of defending our· motherl~nd. This is the aspiration 
that inspires us to-day and God grant that this . ambition . of 
our~ may he ralised at no distant time. In the'resolution that 
has: been pl~ced before us this morning, the plea. bas been put· 
forward that upon the gra~t of r~sponsible G6vernment 1t is 
ess~ntially necessary that WE:l must ~ave a nat~on~l Indi~n army. 
After the la.pse of. so many.years we are on the eve of entering 
th~' Pr~mised Land .. · I regard it as ~the. crowning achieve
m~nt after strenuo·us labours, 'of that· nobl~ band ·of pioneers 
who regarded no sacrifice t~~. gteat,: no labours too much, for· 
the service of the mother land, ~nd now thanks to them and 
their unceasing labours we are {mabled to enter the 'Promised! 
Land. It is essential that we must stand on our own legs so far 
as the defensiv~ organisation of the country' is Concerned.' In I 
that speech m'ade 'by him at'that meeting held in honour (jf' ~ur' 
great lead~r the 'Hori. Mr. 'Surendranath ·Bannerj~a, Sir Krishna-' 

. Gupta said that ~ith one foot free and one. foot ~hain~d 'how . 
would we hope to enter the Promised Land. This is perfectly true. · 
Now that one foot is to be set free while the other remains in 
chains how' ca~ we enjoy the new 'condition (,f things. Thetefore 
from this Moderate Conference the plea of the whole nation goes' 
forth that 'we must. have our ·proper share and ·our rightful· 
share in the army. It has bee~ ~ightly .said tha~ it' is'of essen
tial 'importance that military tr~ini~g should be mad~ C?m
pulsary.· The ciaim of ·lndiaos for the nationalisation o~t~e! 
Atmy stands on· the basis of justice and .. fairness. ·If you 
search' the pa;es· of history yo~ will find that Indians have not 
been wanting 

0

when c~lled upon to fight for 'their' own mother•; 
land: It is not as if we had been weighed in· the 'balance and . 
faund wantinu. History has taught the ·lesson •that Indians : 
, o . • . . . . . .. . r 

. can prove · themselves capable. ·Let · us therefore hope_· that 
thts great· boon will not. be· any' ionger witnheld from us. ' 
we have good . inaterial in our· young Jned who: can . form r 
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worthy units: With such· admirable . units we can create for 
ourselves a glorious place among the· nations· of' the earth .. · 
Therefore I ask you to give your ~hole. hearte~ suppo~ to 
this resolution. 

. , 
Mr. Ale:.tander also supported the resolution. - He ·said·: Mr. Alexander. 

I am not a politician and this is the first time I find myself on 
a. platform atnong so tnany great le~ders. I am only an in
dustrial man and it is industry I am mainly interested in. 
lhe only qualification I have for speaking on military ~ubjects 
is that I am a manufacturer of le~ther which goes to the 
making up of boots for the atmy. I sincerely trus~ that you 
willliave your own army and when you do you will want 
equipment and a necessary part of that equipment will be boots 
for your army and you will come to me for that tlughter). But . 
it fs not for this rea~on that' I assooi~te . myself with ,thi~ party. 
I ask.you to believe that I am earnest and sincere in associating 
myself with you and that you . can rely upon me to the last day 
of my life. You. have among. you excellent fighting material 
and ifyou are given a chancel am sure you will make good. 
It was not right that the Government should have denied you· 
the right to carry arms and the reason why they have deprived 
you of this right. is. that they suspect you. That suspicion 
ought to have been removed long ago: It is because you 
have been debarred so long that you do not kn~w the ,proper 
use of' arms. · The time has now come when this· right inust 
be restored to you and I am sure you will in a· short time prove· 
yourselves quite efficient. I associate myself wholehear~edly 
with this resolution and 1 'trust you will excuse ~e for my 
peculiar way of expressing myself. · ·' 

The resolution was then put. to th~ Confer~~ce a~d c~rried 
' .. 

unanimously. I ' ' 

'rhe President : 'fhe next proposition I wish to put before 
you relates to the treatment of Indians in. South Africa and in 
British East Africa aud elsewhere and it runs· in.-these 
terms:-

Resolution IX. 

(a) This . Conference strongly protests against the attempts 
made in South Africa to: deprive the: Indian Settlers 
o{rights hetherto enjoyed by them by. means ot the 
Asia, tic Trading and. Land Amendment Act and by 

. .. .. other Legislation ofa similer. character calculated to 
drive them out of the country. 

(b) Thi$ Conference appeals to the Imperial Government 
to affirm and protect the unrestricted rights of Indians 
to el'll.ig'rate to British East Africa and the African 
Colonies which have been taken from Germany and to 

' support the Indian Settlers in· these Colonies and a.ll 

RESOLUTION" 
IX. .• 
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future Indian in:imigtaii.ts ii1 the unrestricted exercise 
:of. their civi~, municipal and political rights. · 

This p~oposition was p~ssed by the Subjects Comrriittee last 
night but I have made a few verbal alterations· which in ~o 
way alter the suhstan,ce of the proposition._ "' 

·. 'The .. Resolu~ion was then )?U~. to . the vote and carried 

-unani~o,usly . 

. Th~ President :~I wish ~6 put a ·proposition of a· very 
'tmcon·t~~ti~us ~h~ra~tet · but 'of. great importance from the 
Ch'air, The. propositibri whi~h I \Vish ·to put . for~ard w~~ 
originally included in . the draft resolution relati~g ·.to the 
Punjab but it was thought that it was not altogether relevant 
to that question and should find · a separate place. The 
Resolution relates to the abolition of flog_g~ng in the India·n 
army and it i~ in these terms ;-

Resolution X. 

This Conference is of opinion that the punishment ot flog
ging which was abolished in the BritiSh Army nearly 

. 50 years ago should be immediately abolished in the 
Indian Army .. · 

I do not'think that any ~ords of mine are need.ed to recom
. mend it to your acceptance. 

The Rosolution w'as_ put to the· vote and carried unam-
mously. ' · · 1

•• ' 

. The. _President : _, The Conference 'Y~ll ,now ad jour~ till 
11-30 a.m. to-morrow. The Subjects Committee. will meet a._t 
No. 1. Harrington Street 'at 7 o'clock this evening. ' 

The Moderate Conference resumed its sitting at 11 A.M. o~ 
Friday,. January. lst .. 1920... . .. 

The following Resolution was ~ove~ from the chair that :- · 
; .'.''· 

Resolution XI. 

This Conference is of opinion that the Government and the 
people should do all in 'their power to support and 
promote the lndian Boy Scout movement and take 

.. steps. to bring it into line with Baden. ~owells Boy 
Scout Movement. 

In putting it the President said :-1 dont think ·any· 'vords 
are necessary to commend this Reso1ution to your acceptance. 
A.s explai~ed by Subadar Major Bose the Boy Scout movement 
is calculated .to furnish the · ~ost valuable mat~rial for the 
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formation of an army, Apart from its value- as a. feeder to the 
Army, it has a most important influen<;e on the character of 
our boys. For all these reasons it ·is essential .we shou)d do 
everything in our power to strengthen and extend this move· 

ment. 
The Resolution was carried unanimously. 

. i •• ;• • '... • .... 

The Hon. Mr. Pravash Chunder M,itter moved. that :-:-· 
.. ·. . . '. . . . 

: Resolution· XII. 

This Conference recottiinends that· ~the subj"ects of IndUi.n 

': 

. States who have settled in British India. or under the 
British administration in India may be declared. eligi~ 
ble tor ·political franchise and for election to the 
Legislative Councils in the same mannex: a~ British 
Indian subjects. 

·' . 
. In moying it l;le said :-This Resolution requires a word .of 

explanation. ; You are . perhaps· aware that· in the report of 
the Southborough Commitbee, it was decided that •aU subjects 

0fany state in .India or any· British s11bject would be entitled 
to vote in .the elections and it was. also de.cided by the South
·borough Com.mittee that th~ . subjects of any state . in India 
~ere . eligiql~ for electio.n as a memb~r of council, : but in 
the Report of the.· Joint . C~mmittee~ one of the. points 
of refer~nce to th~ Lo,c;al GQvernment is this· :-the question 
whether the:rll)er~~aJild subjects of N~tiv~ States may be regist• 
ered as t~lectors' or whether their electioiJ. ·should be left to be 
s~ttled in each case by the local Government concerned. So that 
)"Oil :find, gentlemen, that in the report of the So11thborough 
Committee th~. position of~ th~. subject of Native St~tes was 
m,ucll better than jt : is at the present moment altboug'h it 
may be that wheQ. . the Local Government has reported, their 
po.sitiou will remain just the same. ··Now gentlemen, .as you are 
all aware there: are many subjects of Native States :who are for 
all practical purposes at one with· us. They .have. settled in India. 
They·have invested a~l their surplus funds in lndia,they are one 
of us iu every sense of the word. Th~refore having regard to 
th~ economi<:l and commercial progress and with the co· operation 
between.th~~e· gentlemen and ou:tselves we IUay very well expect 
great results ;. so it is not unn~tural that these gentleJ?en hav~ 
approached British subjects and pleaded. before us the justice of 
their . cau.se~ N ~w, gentleme:t;t w~ are· all believe.r:s in the 
doctr:ine of self help and it follows, therefore, that. we are ·all 
believers in the constructive, policy and in order to fully 
strengthen this . constructive . policy it ·is ·necessary that 
there: must be .. cp-operation between ·all sections -of Indians 
and to further the cause of eo-operation we must have with us 
our fellow Indians who are subjects of Indian states and who are 
interested in British India in the same way as we. are. When 
we. remember thalin the SouthbQrough Committee men like 911r 
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esteemed leader Mr: Surendranath Bannerjea, our esteemed 
countrymen Lord Sinh.a and · Mr. Sastri ··were in favour of 
giving votes to every Indian subject, I am sure it will not 
require many words from me to commend to you the resolution 
which I have the :Pon.our to propose. . .. 

Rao Sahib Ram Rao Sahib Ram Deo Chokany in support of the 
Deo Chokany. Resolution on the subject of the right of Franchise to subjects 

oflndian States said :~It is with . a feeling of profound confi~ 
dence that I commend this Resolution to your acceptance. 
Happily, never in the history· of British Rule in. India· has 
any ·distinction ?een observed either. by the pe?ple of India 
or by ·the Government between British Subjects and the 

· subjects of Indi~n ·States. Both the· classes· of. people have 
ever lived in perfect ,.mity, mutual g'>od-.will. and. affection. 
The subjects of Indian States have settl~d in British' India 
and with the welcome they:received and the field they got for 
advancement, .. they have made great progress . in trade ·and 
commerce to the benefit not only of themselves but al~o to that 
of British India and, in fact, I may say without immodesty 
that the part they have p1ayed in the development of trade; 
commerce and industry has contributed to the progress of 
India as a 'whole. ·The subjects of Indian States, on their part., 
hav'e never betrayed the welcome' accorded to ·and the con.fi .. 
derice reposed in them. . As I have already said they have 
settled in Brtish India. ·. Whatever wealth they have earned 
has been snnk either in commerce and industries or properties 
or in non-sectarian charity-ahyays to the permanent benefit 
of the places where the wealth has been earned; they have 
not taken away nor did they ever intend to take away any 
porti~n of their wealth to the places of their origin. I have 
no doubt that it is these circumstances which have in the past 
led to such mutual sympathy and affection, so much so' that 
the subjects of Indian States have.always identified themselves 
with the joys, and sorrows of their brethren in British India 
and this will be continued in future. It is with some degree 
of pride in the catholicism of the Indians that I recall to mind 
that all movements which· have not been restricted to any 
province have been styled All-India· and not· All-British-India 
and no di&tinction has ever been observed betvteen the' "two 
classes. Never has any· Indian; whether a politician or not, 
demanded that any such · distinction should exist: or: be 
brought into existence. The s.outhborough Committee whioh 
included not· only Europeans of high standing and repute but 
also Indian· politicians whom we honour and respect and in 
whose· opinions we have confidence, after· having ·heard all 
the evidence available throughout· India and after having made 
a tour throughout India and thereby gaining direct knowledge 
of the circumstances and conditions of each province~ and after 
due deliberation which covered a period of several months, 
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unanimously recommended as regards not only the Imperial Rao Sahib Ram 
L · I t' A bl d th C '1 qf State but also the Deo Chokany. eglS a we ssem y an e ounm 
Legislative Council for each and every province that 
British Subjects and subjects of Indian States should have the 
same rights and privileges as regards the power to vote at an 
election and to be eligible for election as members of the 
Legislatures. This .was as it should have be~n. It came as 
a surprise when it was found in the Government of India Bill 
presented to the Joint Committee and in the report of the Joint 
Committee that the question whether the rulers and subjects 
of Indian States may be registered as electors or may be elected 
to the Legislative Councils should be left to be settled in each 
case by the Local Government of the Province. 

Gentlemen, it is a matter of great regret that the position 
of the subjects of Indian States having thus been left in some 
doubt they are compelled to feel some gloom when the rest of 
the atmosphere in British India is bright and, to use the words. 
of His Majesty, a new era is opening and it should begin with 
a common determination among all the peoples in India to 
work together for · a common purpose. I have no doubt that 
the Local Governments will rise to the occasion and give an 
opportunity to the subjects of Indian States to co-operate with 
the British Subjects in making the glorious scheme that has 
just passed both the Houses of Parliament a grand success. 
·At this stage I might be permitted to state with frankness 
that the keeping aside of subjects of Indian States from the. 
boons and privileges conferred on the people of India by the 
new Government of India Act would be sowing the seed of a 
·feeling among the British Subjects of superiority to their 
brethren whose places of origin have been in Indian States .. 
This' cannot but lead to ill-will which may result in dissension. 
It will be harmful to the interests not only of each province 
but of India as a whole. Gentlemen, I have no doubt that you 
will use your utmost endeavours that these fears should be cut 
at their roots. 'fhey should not be allowed to germinate. 
And there is no reason why any such distinction should be 
drawn. 'l'he Chamber of Princes is going to be established. 
In the Council of State there will possibly be some Indian 
Rulers, there will be exchange of views between the rulers of · 
States and the Government of India. People of one province 
in British India residing or carrying on business in another 
povince will be entitled to vote and stand as candidates for elec
tion to the Legislature in such other province. There is no differ
ence between those coming from another province and those 
coming from a Native State. The latter have oover been found to 
be faltering whenever the interests of India have required it, as 
is evident from the part they played in makina the War Loans 

. 0 ' 

the 'V ar Funds, etc., a success. There is no justification, 
therefore, why the subjects of Indian States should be treated 
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differentially. :Many such subjects by reason of their having 
settled in British India or the descendants of such subjects 
have no doubt become British Subjects. If the distinction is 
not removed much time and trouble will have to be spent in 
investigating in .each case as to who js a British Subject or J 

who is a subj~ct of an Indian State; hair splitting argument.s 
are bound to b~ advanced in support of or .against such position 
in each case and consequently it will lead to great embarassment 
at the time of election. All this can be easily avoided by the 
Local Government of each province ·adopting the very reason· 
able and sympathetic attitude recommended by the South· 
borough Committee. This will lead to mutual co-operation, in 
the train of which will follow love and confidence between all 
the peoples of India without any exemption, redounding to the 
glory of Indi~:~. as a whole, and the progress of India will go on, 
without any friction, to the mutual benefit of all. Gentlemen, 
I am quite confident that you will have no hesitation in rising 
to the occasion and giviQg evidence of your liberality and desire· 
to co-operate to achieve success along the new and glorious 
path which now lies before us by signifyinj your unammous· 
approval of this resolution. 

Mr. Tarit Bhusan Roy in supporting the resolution said :
I need hardly tell you that although this is my very first 
attempt at making a public speech it is wi~h very great 
pleasure that I have come forward to accord my support to · 
this resolution. You are all aware of the fact that this is a 
resolution which concerns the Indian commercia] community.· 
You know perfectly well as to how largely subjects of Indian 
States have settled themselves· in our country and made all 
parts of India .their home. W~en this resolution was being 
discussed last evening the question arose as to why the subjects 
of Indian States who had settled down and were not temporary 
sojourners why they should not be similarly treated with us 
British subjects and whether we should not accord to them the 
pr\vileges which are embodied in this resolutio.n. Speaking for 
myself I see no reason why the subjects of Indian States who 
contribute to our revenues and share all the burdens ~ith us 
should not enjoy the privileges of citizenship in our country.-

. Speaking as a member of the commercial community I say 
this that· we British Indian subjects shall be quite unable to 
hold our own in the domain of. commerce and trade una-ssisted 
by our friends who are subjects of the Indian States. The 
position is still very bad and it would have gone from bad to 
worse but for the timely and invaluable assistance that our 
friends from the Indian States have rendered us in asserting 
our position in the realm of commerce and trade. It is our 
duty, therefore, in view of the Proclamation of His Gracious 
:Majesty to stretch out the hand of brotherhood a~d comrade
hip to our fellow Indians, the subjects of the Native States. 

". 
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I believe in the justice of the demand embodied in this reso
lution, and this fact alone ought to constitute its greatest claim 
to its acceptance by you. With these , few words l commend 

this resolution to you (Applause). 

The resolution was put to the Conference and carried unani

mously. 

The President then put the following Resolution from the 

·<:hair:-

Resolution XIII. 

This Conference tenders its heartfelt thanks to Sir Rash 
· ·Behari Ghosh for his munificent gifts to the cause of 

higher scientific education in this country, and trusts 
that ail wealthy citizens would emulate his noble 
example. 

The resolution was put and carried with acclamation. 

The President :-The next Resolution which has also to be 
.moved from the chair i~ Resolution No. XIV. It runs as 
.follows :-

Resolution XIV. 

(1) The Liberal Party ofindia Will work for the success 
of the constitutional reforms by following a policy of 
co-operation, and of promoting good understanding 
among the· different communities and interests in the 
country. It will aim at a higher standard of rational 
efficiency by means of administrative reforms, the 
wider spread of education, . the improvement of 
public health, economic development, and ameliora
tion of the condition of the backward classes of the 
population. 

(2) The organisation of the Liberal party shall be known 
as the National Liberal Federation of India and the 
future sessions of the All-India Moderate Conference 
shall be designated the annual session of the National 
Liberal Federation. ----·- · 

Mr. Tarit 
Bhusa.n Roy. 

RESOLUTION 
XIII. 

RESOLUTION 
XIV. 

(3) T~fud~A-;;oc~~ion of Calc~tta, the Bengal \Jv{ 
National Liberal League, the Natibnal Liberal Asso- \ · · 
ciation of Western India, the Deccan Sabha of Poona., 
the Madras Liberal League, the United Provinces 
Liberal Association, the National Liberal League of 
the Central Provinces and Berar, and other Liberal 
Associations or Leagues which may adopt the objects 
and methods of the National Liberal Federation and 
may be admitted by the Council (hereinafter referred 
to), shall be component parts of the National Liberal 
Federation of India. 

( 4) The work of the Federation shall be carried on 
between one annual session and another by a. council 
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consisting of not more than fifteen members 'from each 
province in addition to office-bearers, elected at the 
annual session. 

The office-bearers shall be the President of the last pre
vious annual session of the Federation,who will be the " 
Chadrman of the Council ; the ex:-Presidents, who will 
be the Vice-Chairman, and two General Secretaries. 

(5) Members of the Council shall pay an annual subscrip
tion ofRs. 25. 

(6) The members of Associations or Leagues which are 
component parts ot the Federation and such other 
persons as may be elected by their Committees are 
eligible for Membership of the annual sessions of the 
Federation. Those who attend the session · sliall pay 
a fee or Rs. 5. 

(7) The Council shall take all necessa.ry steps to carry on. 
work in India and in England. 

The President in moving the resolution said :-These pro
posals have been brought forward in the Subjects Committee 
after a good deal of discussion and much consideration and I trust. 
they will commend:themselves to you as suitable for the organisa
tion of our Party. I may mention here that these proposals 
which are put forward are not of an inmutable character. 
They are more or less tentative. We hope that they will prove 
a satisfactory working constitution for the next year ; and if 
we find that there are any defects in this constitution which 
has now been tentatively proposed, it will be open to us to· 
revise it in the light of experience: I now put the proposition 
to the vote. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The President :-I now call upon the Hon. Dewaq Bahadur 
Ramchandra Rao to move resolution XV. 

The Hon. Dewan Bahadur Ramchandra Rao said :The Hon. 
Dewa.nBa.ha.dur The resolution which I' have the honour to move reads as. 
Ramcha.ndra. follows :-
Ra.o. 

RESOLUTION xv. 
Resolution XV. 

(a) That the Council be instructed to do all that is neces
sary and possible in connection with all action that 
has to be taken under the Government of .India Act 
of 1919 and . the reports of the Punjab Enquiry 
Oommission and . the Indian Army Commission, as 
well as to bring about the repeal or a. radical amend
ment of the Indian Press Act and also the repeal of 
the Row latt Act. 

(b) That the Council be fulther instructed to organise a 
deputation to proceed to England to urge before the 
statesmen and publicists there the views of the 'Con-
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terence on the aforesaid subjects, a.nd do such other ~~~!os~hadur 
work as the Council may decide. Ramchandra. 

(.:) This Conference is of opinion that it U, desirable that 
the various provincial organisations of the National 
Liberal Federation · should consider the following 
subjects and frame suitable programmes of construc
tive work in connection therewith :- · 

( 1) The placing of the principles of Land Revenue Settle
ments on a. Legislative basis. 

{2) A defl.nite programme of development or Irrigation if 
necessary by borrowed Capital. · 

(3) Development of Provincial Railways and reform of the 
present method of Railway administration and of the 
Railway tariff so far as it affects each province. 

( 4) An immediate expansion of free Elementry Education 
with the ultimate goal of introduction ot Compulsory 
Education at an early date. 

(5) Reforms connected wtth the Elementary, Secondary 
and higher education (Collegiate and Technical). 

( 6} Development of Agriculture and the improvement of 
the economic condition of the agriculturists. 

(7) Reform of the Excise administration with a view to 
minimise gradually the ·consumption of liquor and 
with a view . to the ultimate introduction of total 
prohibition. 

(8) Development and expansion of Industries and the 
organisation of better credit for the rural Classes. 

(9) The amelioratton of the condition of the backward 
Classes ~nd the improvement of the present condition 

Rao. 

of labour and the housing of the poorer Classes. • 

(1 0) Retrenchment ot public expenditure and reform of 
existing methods of administration with specific refer
ence to the improvemen~ of District administration. 

( 11) Organisation of Medical relief and Sanitation. 

I propose only to make a few remarks on the whole subject 
of our orga"!lisation as the Liberal Party. The only addendum 
that I wish to bring to your notice is in Clause 1 "That the 
council be instructed to do all that is necessary and possible in 
connection with all action that has to be taken under the 
Government of India. Act of 1919 and the reports of the Punjab 
Enquiry Commission and tha Indian army Commission,as well as 
to bring about the repeal or a radical amendment of the Indian 
Press Act." The resolution which has been put from the chair 
relates to the organisation of the Liberal Party in this country. 
The question of organisation is of the utmost importance to 
the future .. of our Party. Tl;le old words . "Moderate" and 
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"Extremist" have been present before the country for some 
time but to some extent they do not; I venture to think, repre· 
$ant accurately what our future political parties will be. As 
has. been suggested by the President in his presidential speech, 
the time has come when possibly we will have to adopt a new~ 

. nomenclature. Therefore the ·resolution that has already been 
. carried foreshadows the organisation of the Liberal Party and 
whatever the circumstances may be under which we organise 
ourselves into a .separate party, the circumstances. hereafter 
:will be entirely different. We are now on the eve of the intro
duction of Responsible Government in this country and that 
~ assume the existence of a system of party government, a 
t1ystem where different polit1cal parties with different poltical 
views and diffdrent political programmes will come before the 
country and educate electorates while they are in power, 
to carry out their ideas into practice. Now gentlemen, 
you are aware that in the United Kingdom and most of 
the Western countries those engaged in political work are 
distributed into various groups. The liberal organisations 
in the United Kingdom count by the hundred but the 
memberships are counted by thuosands and millions and ~e 
amourit subscribed by them to the party funds is probably 
three millions. 

The Conservative party is similarly distributed all over and 
do their work throughout the year. Simple organisations in 
London direct the energies of their respective political parties 
so that when the time comes for action~ ~ach of these political 
parties may have a programme.· Such a time has now arrived. 
Under the system of Responsible Government in the pro
vinces you will see that hereafter we certainly cannot attack 
the ·bureaucracy for everything that will be done. -Our minis
ters with popular legislatures at their backs will be responsible 
for a substantial proporti6n of the work in the provinces. ' It 
is therefore incumbent that we Liberals in this country should 
organise ourselves into a defi.nite political party, which, I Yen
ture to think, is no indication of our hostility to any existing 
organisation, but which with a definite purpose wil1 try to do 
its best, with a definite political programme when opportunity 
presents itself under the new conditions. Therefore whatE.Ver 
may be the origin of our Party, it is now incnmbent that in 
this country political parties with definite political aims must 
come into exi-stence.. I submit, therefore, that this organisation 
of ourselves into a Liberal Party with some amount of definite
ness for the work which we intend to do, is none too soon and 
I venture to think that hereafter our constructive ability 
should mainly be directed to evolving a new programme which 
\Vill suit the different provinces and the diffdrent things which 
we the Liberals will be able, with some amount of reasonable 
cert:tinty, to carry into· effect. (Hear, hear). 
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Now gentlemen, with reg·ard to- party ru·nas, a good. deal 
bas already been said about the · fact that it is absolutely 
necessary to provide our central organisation with plenty of 
funds. Our ener(J'ies will hereafter have to be devoted to 

0 

getting together those funds and carrying out propaganda 
work throughout the country and for that purpose I trust that 
all those that are here and also those that' are not here, 
but are iaterested in the various Liberal Leagues throughout 
the country, will put their heads together and make 
the central organisation which it is proposed to be established, 
a workable and financial success. That is an essential 
condition of our Party and I trust that you in Bengal and 
we in Madras as well as those in Bombay and in other 
parts of the country will co-operate with each other having 
regard specialy to the large volume of work which has to be 
done not only in this country but also in the United Kingdom, 
so that we shall be able to provide ourselve~ with ample funds 
for the great volume of propaganda work that lies before 
us. I do not propose to say anything about clauses (a) (b) and 
·(c) of this resolution. You are aware that the Punjab' Enquiry 
Committee is now sitting. The Hunter Committee's findings 
about the misdeeds perpetrated in the country and the issues 
in regard to that Commission will have to be fought out in 
this country but not so much in this country as in the Parlia
ment of the United Kingdom. Therefore that is one matter in 
re.;~trd to which you will have to send a deputation to England. 
Then the Indian Army Commission is assembling in a few 
days. The question of the whole military organisation and 
military defence of .this country is of the utmost importance 
and unless we start an agitation which will force the authorities 
to listen to us, we shall not be Rble to make head way in regard 
t,o starting a national defence force. Now gentlemen, these 
two by themselves are enough to require all the energies of 
our party leaders who should go to·· England at the earliest 
possible opportunity, for it is certain that unless you can afford 
to send a deputation to England, these questions will not be 
dealt with adequately in this country. . Besides this there are 
various matters connected with the rules under the Government 
of India Act. These l'ules will have to be framed very soon · 
and possibly the whole question of the framing of the rules will 
have to go before the British Parliament, perhaps in :May or 
June, . this year. Our deputation has done, I venture to think, 
a great deal of good work but the continuation of that work 
till these rules are actually framed is also a matter of great . 
necessity. There is no doubt that if your work is to be done 
well and done in time you will have to find, as has already 
been stated, ample funds for the organisation of this Liberal 
Party. 

I will now proceed to say a few words m regard to· the 

The Hon. - ·. 
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The Hon. . last clause of this resolution which is again subdivided into 
DewanBahadur . . 
Ramchandra. eleven sub-clauses. The existence of a separate Liberal Party," 
Ra.o. as you have already been told, can only be justified if you have 

. a Party programme ~hich you can place before the country 
for consideration.. No~ gentlemen, this is only an attempt to .. 
focus the attention of the various Liberal Leagues in the 
country to arrange what may be suitable . as regards each 
province in connection with these eleven items mentioned in 
this resolution. Some apprehension was expressed _yesterday 
that this was rather a large order and that it would not be 
possible to adopt . many of these suggestions. Those who are: 
familiar with the proceedings of the Minto-Morley Councils for
the last ten years will be familiar with the fact that every one 
of these items has attracted a considerable amount of attention 
from the people and from the existing Government .and I 
venture to think that we cannot start in a better way than by 
taking up these . subjects and placing, them before the 
country for solution. The first item in this programme is the 
placing of the principles of the Land Revenue settlements 
on a legislative basis. This has been under consideration 
since 1900. This was a recommendation that was made by 
the Decentralization Commission. Now that you have 
an opportunity of bringing the matter up and helping it 
forward by means of your large non-official majorities and 
through your own ministers and the Legislative Councils, 
I think it ought to be the aim of everyone to see that this itern 
is adopted as soon as possible. With regard to items 2 and 3 

similarly there has been a considerable amount of literature in 
the existing Councils and possibly one or other of these two 
items may not be of much importance in some provinces though 
they may be of great importance in others. 

The questions of free and elementary education and that 
of secondary and higher education have already been before 
the country for the past ten years and education Bills have 
already been introduced in some provinces. But the whole 
question is complicated by the question of finance. How to 
solve this question is a matter for serious consideration. I 
have no doubt that if we are to take advantage fully of the 
new constitutions, the question of free compulsory eduoation 
is one of those which you have to take up almost immedia~ely. · 
The other question of the Excise Administration and the 
consumption of liquor is one which has been urged not 
only by the Temperance Reformers but also all those who 
are interested in the well.,.being of the poorer classes. I 
would ask you to consider the large numbers of resolutions 
in which non-official opinion has expressed itself in the 
Imperial Conncil as well as in the various provinces and all 
that. I' ask you to consider is that what we have been 
urging must be taken up as soon as we have the opportunity 
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to solve it in our own way in regard to the· retrenchment of 
·public expenditure. You are all aware that the great motto 
of the Liberal Party in England is retrenchment in Revenue. 
I trust that the question of retrenchment of public expendi
ture, the economies that can be practised and the funds 
that this will give us for the new programmes that will be 
put forward in the councils, will also receive attention. 

I venture to think that there is nothing about which 
anybody need be frightened in the ten or ·eleven items men
tioned here and I trust that the · various Liberal Leagues 
in this country will be able to place a suitable programme 
for adoption · before the country and that public attention 
will be concentrated on the adoption of this programme. 

·I do not wish to detain you further. 'fhe evolution of 
a Party programme which can be considered by the country 
is the sole justification for this Liberal organisation. -The 
country is large enough not only for two parties but for a 
dozen political parties if they have clear political· ideas and 
definite political programmes. Our critics who have mis
represented us will not draw the conclusion that this organisa
tion has.been started with any idea of hostility to any exist
ing organisation but with the view to the crystallisation of 
a programme of the aims of the party to which all of us are 
committed. With these words I commend this resolution 
for your acceptance. 

The Hon. Mr. Nara Sinha RaJ·u .in secondin
0
C/' the reso- Th B Mr e on. . 

lution said ·:-I am happy to associate myself with this resolu- Na.ra. Sinha 
tion and to second it. You may remember that the continu· Raju • 

. ance of this session to this day is mainly due to this resolution. 
'l'he Subjects Committee· was i10t able to come to a conclusion 
one way or another the day before .yesterday, and we had 
to appoint a committee which met yesterday morning. The 
subject was again considered last night, and quite in keeping 
with the spirit of our Party, we were able to come to a 
definite and unanimous conclusion and this resolution is now 
placed before the Conference for its acceptance. It has been 
already pointed out by the mover of this resolution that·\ 
the formation of this party is merely an evolution of the · 
new Reform Act, and not at all in opposition to the existing t 
national institution. From the fact that our illustrious country- 1 
man, Dewan Bahadur C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, the Hon. 
Mr. Sastri, and many other of our leaders have associated 
themsehes with both the National Congress and this Confer
ence shows that we are not sitting here in opposition to 
the National Institution (Applause). This is my Jlersonal 
view. You have already heard views to the contrary. Ifuring 
these two or three days reference has often been made ·to 
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the words "Our Party'' and there was some difficulty in 
understanding what the main principles were in determining 
and entitling them to speak of themselves as "Our Party''. The 
preamble of the resolution, which has already been moved 
from the 'chair and unanimously approved by this Conference, J 

contains two main principles which underlie the formation of 
this Party. This resolution which is now before the Confer· 
ence is divided into two portions. The first portion refers 
to the All India programme and the latter portion refers to 
the programme to 'be framed under those general principles 
by the various Libera] I.~eagues of the provinces. My friend, 
the Hon. Dewan Bahadur Ramchandra Rao, has explained 
the importance and necessity of this clause. With his experi
ence in the council for nearly six years he was able to place 
before you with abilty and exhaustiveness the necessity of 
the various principles upon which the Liberal Party is working. 
Before we meet for the next session we hav~ to educate the 
electorates and we have to appear befor~ the electorates nnd lay 
down our own principle and the way in which we propose 

, to work for the amelioration of the electorate. Most of these 
\ resolutions indicate that we belong to a progressive school 
I and not to a conservative school. If we examine the discus
' sions in the past in the various Legislative Councils of the 

Provinces, we;find that every one of these items finds a place 
in the programme of this party. Most of the leaders of this 
party were members of the Minto-Morley Reform Councils. 
By their experience of the past they have worked out the detail 
of this programme. The main principle of our Party is cO
operation. With the guidance and experience in the past . the 
leaders have given much thought to the principles underlying 
this resolution. If our young men of the present day asso-
ciate . themselves and form themselves into a group under 
the leadership and experience of these persons, I am sure we 
will be able to give a. splendid account of our work in the 
future Councils. Every one in this country should remember 
that w:e are,· M it were, placed in a school-room now. Ten 
years hence our work will be examined by a Parliamentary 
Committee. There is sufficient indication in the Joint 
Committee's report that we are to be judged by the 
results of our work in the direction of the amelioration of 
the masses. Fveryone of the sub.clauses is intended to cover 
this ground and we must stand the test and prove ourselves 
worthy of the present reforms, and also prove that we deserve 
more-the complete grant of selfgovernment at an early date. 
With these remarks I commend the resolution to your 
acceptance. 

The Resolution was put and agreed to unanimously. 

The President then moved the following Resolution :-
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Resolution XVI. 

This Conference appoints the Hon. Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru 
and the Hon. Mr. c. Y. C hintamoni as General Secre
taries ot the National Liberal Federation for the 
year 1920. 

He said :-Before I put this proposition to the vote, I 
should like to say a word with reference to the most valuable 
services which have been rendered by Mr. Samarath during 
the last year. The burden of organising the work of the first 
session of the .Moderate Conference fell upon Mr. Samarath. 
How well he discharged that duty we all know, and what ser-

·vices he has rendered since then as a member of the :Moderate 
Deputation which went to England, we have also been 
made acquainted with from the accounts which have appeared 
in the papers. I therefore consider it a privilege to have an 
opportunity of testifying in your name our appreciation· of the 
very valuable service· he has rendered. He is not now in India 

.and we do not know whether he will be in a position to 

.accept the responsibility of the office of Secretary for another 
_year. The names that we have put into this proposition will, 
I am sure, commend themselves to all the members. 

The Resolution was carried unanimously. 

RESOLUTION' 
XVI. 

Sir .B. C. Mitter in moving the resolution proposing the Sir. B. o. 
:new Council for the year 1920 said :-Theproposition I am put- Mitter. 
ting forward before you is merely a formal one, but none the 
Jess it is an important one which refers to the Council of the 
National Liberal Federation for 1920. I am reading to you 
·.now the n.ames that have been proposed. 

Resolution XVII. 

That the Council oi'the National Federation i'or the year 
1920 be constituted as follows:-

CHAIRMAN • 

.SIR P. S. SIVASWAMY AtYER, K.c.s.I., c.I.E. 

V ICE-cHAIR,MAN. 

THE HoN. BABu SURENDRANATH BANERJEA. 

}fE~IBERS OF THE COUNCIL FOR 1920 

BENGAL. 

1. The Hon. Sir Rajendra Nath lfookerjee, K.C.I.E. 

7, Harrington Street, Calcutta. 
·2. Sir Binod ~fitter, 10, Elysium Row, Calcutta. 
3. The Hon. Sir Deva. Prasad Sarvadhicari c.I.E., LL.D., 

20, Suri Lane, Calcutta. 
,4. Rai Boikunth Nath Sen Bahadur, c.I.E., Murshidabad. 

RESOLUTION 
XVII. 
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5. Babu Ainbica Charan Mazumdar, Faridpur. 
6. Babu Ananda Chandra Roy, Dacca. 
7. Rai Nalinak:;hya Basu Bahadur, Burdwan. 
8. The Hon. Babu Kissori .~lohan Chowdhuri, Rajshahe. 
9. The Hon. Mr. P. C. Mitter, c.I.E., 34-1, Elgin Road, 

Bhowanipore, Calcutta •. 
10. Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra, 6, College Square, 

Calcutta._ 
11. The Hon.Dr. A. Suhrawardy, 56, Mirzapol·e Street, 

·Calcutta .. 
12. The Ron. Babu Mahendra Chandra Mitra, Hooghly. 
13. Mr. J. N. Roy, Bar-at-Law, 1, Alipore Lane, Calcutta 
14. The rev. B. A. Nag, 1-2, College Square, Calcutta. 
15. Babu Satyananda Bose, 78, Dharramtalla Street, 

Calcutta_ 
16. Lieutenant K. C. Nag, Bar-at-Law, Mymensingh .. 
17. Mr. Syed Erfan Ali, 10, Old Post Office Street, 

Calcutta. 
· 18. Mr. D. C. Ghose, 54, Kansaripara Road, Bhowani

pore, Calcutta. ... 
19. Babu Devi Prasad Khaitan, 125, Harrison Road, 

Calcutta~ 

20. Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 14, Balaram Ghose 
Street, Calcutta. 

21. Babu Tarit Bhusan Roy, 6, Abhoy Charan Mitter. 
Street, Calcutta .. 

22. Babu Nibaran Chandra Roy, 43, Patal Danga Street, 
Calcutta .. 

23. Mr. Mahboob Aley, 160·, Lower Circular Road, 
Calcutta .. 

BoMBAY. 

1. The Ron. Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Jiji House, Ravelin 
Street, Bombay,. 

2. Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, Pedder Road, Cumballa 
· Hill, Bombay._ 

3. The Ron. Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Cumballa Hill, 
Bombay •. 

4. Sir Hormasji Wadya, l\:farine Lines, Bombay. 
5. The Hon. Mr. Gokuldas K. Parekh, New Queen's 

Road, Bombay~ 
6. Mr. W. A. Chambers, Fort, Bombay. 
7. Mr. N. M. Samarth, Girgaum Back Road, Bombay. 
8. The Hon. Principal R. P. Paranjpye, Fergusson 

College, Poona city. 
9. The Hon. Mr. B. S. Kamat, Ganeshkhind Road, Poona. 

10. J\fr· J. R. Gharpur, Angre's Wadi, Girgaum Back 
. Road, Bombay. 

11. Mr. G. K. Gadgil, Bar-at-Law, Gadgil House~ . : 
· . Poona City. 

12. J\fr. D. J. Dalvi, 73, Charni Road, Girgaum, Bombay. 
13. Mr. V. R. Gupte, Bar-at-Law, Poona. 
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14. ·: l.Ir.· G .. R. Abhayankar, Government Pleade~,. :, : · ~ 
. . . . : . : .. , . ~ . S,an~h, s.:.M.C~ 

15. Mr. N. M. Joshi, S~rvants of India Society s Home,._ 
• < ' · ·· · ' Simdhurst' Road, Bombay, 

. ' ,, MADRAS.. . . . .. 

1. Mr. N. Subbarau Pantulu. 
2. Dewan Bahadur P. Kesava. Pillai. 
3. Dewan Bahadur L: A. Gofindaraghava. Aiyer. 
4. The Ron. Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri. 

· 5.~· 'Dewan Ba.hadur M .. Ram.Chandd·Rao (EHore); 
6. ":M:r. ·c~ P. Rarruiswami-' Aiyer. ~" .. · · · · .. 

. 7. Mr. G. A. N'atesan, · : ·- · 
8. Dewan Bahadur- T. Desika<thari (Trichinopoly) 
9. Moulana Abbas Sulam. ·- · · . . .... 

10. The Hon. 1\Ir. B. Venkatapati Razu (Vizagapatam). 
11. Mr: Ch.-V. Narasimha Ra.zu (Vizagapatam)~ · .-, · 
12. · Hao Bahadur Annamelai Chettiar .. 
13. Jtf.\o BahadurC. S. Subramanium(Bellary)~ 
14. Rao Bahndur A. P. · Patro (Berhampore). 
15. Mr. !f. C. Mukundar~ja Iyeng~r (Ra~Iiad)._ 

'.-' 
·t ·-: ' .. 

. UNIT ED PROVINCES. 

L The Hon. ·P~ndit Jagat Narain (Lucknow). · '. · · 
· 2. The Hon. Ra1 A'nand· Swarup' Bahadur (Ca\vnpore).· · 

3. The Hon .. Munshi N arain Prosad As thana (Allahabad) 
. 4. Rai Krishnaji (Benares). . 
·5; Lala Sheo Charan Lal (Allahabad). .. 
6. 111:r. A. ~·Sen (Lucknow). . . . .. 

· t.~ · Babu Bisheshw_er Nath Srivastava (Lucknow). 
8; Munshi Gulzari Lal (Allahabad). ·· · 

·9 ... Dr. Surendra Nath Sen (Allahabad) . 
. 1 0. Pandit Hriday· N ath Kunzru (Allahabad). , , 
11. Babu Gauri Sankar Prasad (Benares). . · 
12. - Pandit Parmeshwar Nath'Sapru (Fyzabad) .. 
13. · Rai Braj Narayan·Gurtu (Cawnpore). 
14 .. Pandit Kishen Prosad Kaul (Luekiiow), 
15~ Dr. Monohur Lal (Aligarh) .. 

PtNJAB • 

. 1. , Mr. Alfred N undy (Dehra Dun).- · · 
·2'L Dr .. S. K. Dutta; .. . . : .. 
3. · :Mr. Manohar Lal. . · 

· ·4:. · M:r. Ratan Chand. · ' 
. ' 

' BIHAR AND ORISSA.. 

J~ . Th~ Hoij,. Rai Dwaraka. Nath Bahadur. 
,.,· 

CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERA.R. . ... 

1. Th~ lion. S~r (j.angadhar Chitnavis, K.C.J.E, . 
2. The Hon. SirJUpin Krishna Bose, K.C.I.E.: ·, 
3, Rao Bahadur R. N. Mudholkar, c.I.E. (Amraoti). 
4.: Mr. M. V. Joshi. · . · · . 
5~ .. Dewan Bahadur Seth Ballabhdas .. 
6. ~ Rao Bahadur R. G. Mundle. . . ' 
7. · Rai Sahib ~fathuri Prosad. 
8. Rao Bahadur K. V. 'Brahma. 
9. ..Mr. N. A.· Dravid. 

1 0. . '!he Hon. Rao Bahadur 11. G. Deshpande. 

Continuing he said :-1 would like to .say· only one word· 
with regard to the Punjab. · W a. have .. received some informa
tion that a Liberal organis~tion is going to be formed in the 

Sir. B. O. 
Mitter. 

(' 
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Punjab (applause). We· have also heard that. the Hon. ·Mr. 
Sastri is going to proceed there on our behalf to organise 
that association (applause). We wish him all success (applause). 

Mr. D. C. Ghosh seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Resol~tion XVIII. 

Tha.t the third annual session ot the National Libera.l 
· ·Federation of India . be held a.t Madras in the year 

1920 on such dates as ma.y be fixed by the Council 
in consultation with the Committee of the Madras 
Liberal League. 

Mr. Na.tesan. Mr. Natesan in moving the resolution said :-Ladies 

The Hon. Mr. 
Nara Sinha 
Ra.ju. 

and Gentlemen, l exclude the President for reasons which very 
soon will be obvious. As one of the secretaries of the Madras 
Liberal League with the full concurrence of the gentleman 
who occupies the presidential chair and with the unanimous 
approval of all its members who are now here, I have the 
privilege to invite the next sessions of this conference or if 
lam to designate it in the form which we have now adopted,
! have the privilege to invite the next sessions of the N atioual 
Liberal Federation to meet in the city of Madras. I have 
been asked by my Bengalee friends here to make this 
invitation attractive, I say at once it is not possible to do so. 
In the first place I have not the eloquence of my Bengalee 
friends, and secondly the city of Madras from whic~ I happen 
to come, does l!ot possess the gorgeous attractions of Calcutta 
and its suburbs. We have not ~any spacious palaces and big 
buildings and we have not many rich zemindars, many rich 
persons or high titular dignitaries. All that I can assure you 
of is a warm welcome. The climatic conditions of our province 
will also enable us to give you that warm welcome (laughter). 
The work before us is of a stupendous .. character. and I have 
no doubt th~t.t even if our welcome is defective in any way the 
combined energies of all the Liberals, . and the Great Party 
which is now being organized· i~ a definite form, will enable 
us to go forth before the country and show that we h~ve 'done 
something which will be to our credit: 

The Hon. Mr. Nara Sinha Raju in seconding the resolu~· 
tion said~ We have enjoyed the hopitality of Bengal and it 
is only fit and reasonable that we should. return the compli
ment, though we fear, n~t in such a grand fashion but in our 

"'wn humble fashion. ·Therefore I second this resolution and 
request you aU to muster strong at Madras to demonstrate that 
this National Liberal Federation which is now formed is grow
ing in strength day by day by our enthusiasm and earnestness 
in our endeavours to , attain the objects of this Federation. 
With these words I have much pleasure in seconding this 
resolution. 
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The President :-I trust you will accept the invitation with 
acclamation. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. R. D. Mehta in moving a vote of thanks to the chair Mr. R. D. 
Mehta. said :-This Conference began by your venerable leader pro-

posing that our noble chairman should preside over our deli· 
berations. It now ends by me, the youngest member llaughter) 
proposing a vote of thanks to that chairman. I remember 
sitting in conclave in 1884. The first man wh(} promised to 
go to Bombay to atte.nd it is the gentleman whom we are 
all pleased to call our venerable leader. He has proved him~ 
self to be a leader of the right sort whom we should all vene-
rate. It was in 1884 that we resolved to form that great 
organisation, the Congress, and many of those gentlemen who 
were with us then have now joined the majority and whosa 
loss we deeply deplore. Among them was one who, t.hough 
he did not ts.ke an active part yet was a foremost figure. I 
refer to the father of the chairman of the Reception Committee. 
The. quiet but forceful manner in which Sir Romesh Chandr~ 
Mitter talked to his friends brought into our fold a large 
:number of Bengalee gentlemen who had kept themselves aloof 
and hesitated to join the Congress. It has now come to pass 
that we have reached the goal of our ambitions, that goal 
that we have be~n trying strive for and attain ever since 
1884. It is a matter of congratulation to us that we see now 
before us the signs of a brilliant future. I will now leave our 
venerable leader aside for a moment. He has bee~ actually 
the pivot around which the whole thing has turned and I need 
not say a word more on that subject. 

It is a matter of congratulation to all of us, and tG you, Sir, 
in particular, that during your term of office we shall receive 
the benefits of the Montagu-Chelmsford scheme and theReforms 
Acts (a voice· Bills). Of course I am not a "Lawyer" that l 
can use the correct word Sir, I shall say that the proposer, 
seconder and supporters of each resolution have come forward 
with a sort of begging request to accept these resolutions. I 
am going to do nothing of the kind. I am proposing a vot~ 
of thanks to our President, and in doing so, I have one appeal 
to refer to which I fear has been lost sight of by this assembly. 
An appeal was made by His Most Gracious Majesty, our August 
Sovereign, to all British officers that they should show sympathy; 
and work in concert with· the Indian people. These are the 
highest and noblest possible words that you could ever expect 
to get from your sovereign,-words of absolute sympathy. I 
hope I may be allowed to make an humble request or su(Y'(Y'e~ . no 
tion to our King, Secretary and Under Secretary of State not 
to send out Governors of the type of LorJ Sydenham (bisaes). 
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We indeed don't want any 'more Lord Sydenharos.. ·we w'ant 
men like Lord Hat·dinge ·and Lord Chelmsford (A cry of nof' 
no not Lord Chelmsford). Who says no, I ask why not ? I 
am in favour of Lotd ·chalin:sford 'most:assuredly' (cheers).· .. 'no 
p~ay tell. me, gentletpe~, which Viqeroy of.yours _had. taken .. the 

· ~- · . bold step·tijat Lbrd ·chelmsford 't6ok·. absoltttei~ ·witp.ou.t fear,. 
•'• .. I.:. andJse'cure'd' for Us the'befiMft lot Which we sho~ld -~ver re~:ain 

?;~:~e[ul}chei:s) . . : ~-ver~-~?~· i~ i_~a?le. ·t~" ~~li~' ·a·· nt:istak~:·: . No 
one IS mfalhble. ·. We · want . men l1ke Lords CarmiChael, 
Ronaldshay, Willingdon a:'rid :s'ir. ,Georg~ 'Lloyd~ 'The~~- .ar~ 
Gov·ernors. ,whos·e .b6naut:t:'·we ·lndians ·~ppr~ciate.; .··Lord 
Sy!:lenham 8:~ 6tie_:of .the officer~ 'c{ Gov'ernm(mt,·. as one of the 
Ruiers: of the l~~d, :what·(fiifh~'d.o'1 He. ~anted to. ~how t~at 
he was friend of the Indiaris when he ~as li~re~ but when he 
left the shores of India, th~ Indians we~e fo~gotten···and he d.id 
not a care a _straw .for t~e.m, · ~bsolutely ·disregarding th~
particular benefits that should. be accorded. 'the in, w·e know 
to·our great regret that we do get such men and it would be 
a great satisfaction to me if we could ' prove \o our August· 
Severeign that such people do exist in the British Government, 
people who would call a spad~ a diar[lond. and ag~in, when it 
suited therh1 they would ·.turn round and can· a . diamond a 
spade. I don't belie~e in these pe?ple wh~. can face in 'two 
differe~t . and opposite directions. Lord Sydenham should be 
-Jery ·severely taken to task. I totally condemn the part he 
played in regard to Montagu-Chelmsford Bill. My n~mesake, 
Sir Perozeshah Mehta, once had occasion to· take bini to task 
severely in. Bombay; I boldly state· 'this . and I hope , what I 
have been saying abQut'Lord· Sydenham. will reach' his. ear~ 
(Laughter) and;if lie corresponds wit~ me I shall send him an 
answer which will1 I fear, be not quite to his liking (Laughter 
and cheers). · 

'· · And now,· Sir,· I come back to my :point,'· I will only say 
that· I am mu-ch obliged to you for allowing me this privilege, 
I want to ask you, ladies and gentlemen, how has your president, 
conducted the 'proceedings: of .this assembly 1· Has· he not 
conducted our Conference· with great tact and skill ·and with 
the .utmost courtesy .and ;cheerfulness 1 · I don't· ask ·you to 
reply.to this in any other:way than by carrying ·this resolution 
with acclamation '(applause); In the name of this Conference l 
thank you, sir., fol! the great troable you have put yourself to in 
undertaking this long· journey in · order that you might join 
\IS in our deliberations. We are all very thankful to you for-all 
the trouble you .have ·taken on · our bebal£ · In the time you 
have deV.oted towards promoting the suocess o.f this Conference 
and. for .the great ability tact and· courtesy with: which you 
have guided our deliberations.· We thank you once more for all 
that you have done for us and wish you a pleasant journey back 
and a bright and prosperous N ew,Year. (applause) 
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The Hon'ble ·Mr. Chintamoni in seconding the vote 
of thanks said :-Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I esteem 
it an honour and a privilege to have been asked to second 
this proposition that we should accord our most hearty thanks 
to our distinguished President for his conduct of the delibe
rations of this Conference. A remark has been made that 

the attendance at this Conference has been scanty. A reputed 
friend of ours who has been known to fame for many years 
as a particularly beloved friend of our illustrious leader the 
Hon'ble Babu Surendranath Banerjea, has written a long article 
this morning, in which he pointed out that while mariy public 
meetings have been held in this public hall for many years none 
has been attended by so few people and evoked so little enthusiasm 
as this Conference. Not being a permanent resident of Calcutta, 
I will not undertake to say that there were no meetings here, 
attended by large numbers, but this I will say and I am sure, you 
will all agree with me when I say it,-that, whether one may 
regard the attendance at this Conference as large or comparatively 
small, there can be no difference of opinion among persons who 
can estimate values corre~tly that hardly a more important 
meeting was ever held in this hall during the last three days: 
Here we have met, old members of the Indian National Congress, 
faithful followers of the creed of the Nationai·Congress, men 
some of whoni have built up that organization and others who 
entered public life and have grown in publi~ life under its 
auspices. Here we.:have met to deliberate·upon·problems of the 
greatest national importance and, I think, without vanity, we may 
take credit to ourselves that we have bro1:1ght to bear upon our 
deliberations a sense of responsibility and a regard for public 
welfare second to none in the country. 

It was 33 years ago that in this very hall the second session 
of the Indian National Congress was held. I was too young 
to know of it then or to attend it. My knowledge ·of it 
is derived · from a study of its proceedings and from 
what I heard from all our leaders. But I think those who 
did take part in its deliberations, one of the most distinguished 
among them, the HJn'ble Mr. Surendranath Banerjea, will bear 
me· out when I say that the proceedings of this second session 
of our Liberal Federation will not suffer by comparisou 
with the proceedings of the second session of the Indian 
National Congress, judged by the character and importance 
of the subjects which have engaged our attention, the decisio~s we 
have taken upon them and the ability and eloquence with which 
those decisions have been supp01ted from this platform by the 
several ditinguished speakers . who addressed you during the last 
three days. (Applause). 

That congress was presided over by the patriarch of Indian 
liberalism Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji (Applause). It has been our 

The Ron. , 
Mr. Chint&- ~ 
moni. 
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privilege at this conference to have for President. a distinguished 
lawyer frQm my own---my friends from Madras will. permit me 
to say-my own. Madras Presidency.· Having been an, exile 
from that presidency for many years, now I cannot say that I 
have enjoyed opportunities of . intimate knowledge of Sir Siva- " 
swami Aiyer's work from day to day and from year to year, 
but I have had the honour of knowing him for many years. 
I knew when I was in Madras,. and I have known since I 
left Madras, that among the many distinguished men to whom 
our Presidency gave birth thet"e has been none who had more 
sin(·ere, more warm-hearted, more· numerous friends and fewer 

enemies than Sir Sivaswami Aiyer. · You have seen during the 

last two days how courteous, how gentle, how obliging, how 
. unwilling to assert himself even when assertion might have bee~ 
. j~stified, he has been in the conduct of our proceedings, and with 
. what unsurpassed patience he .has guided us through many 
difficult stages in .our deliberations. in the Subjects Committee. 
These are the qualities which have always distinguished 
Sir Sivaswami Aiyer in ·private as well as in public life. It would 
be impertinence on my part to say any word upon his eminence 
as a lawyer except this, that he would· not have been made 
Advocate-General if he were not a very· distinguished lawyer. 
As an educationist he has for many years done meritorious work 
in the senate and the syndicate of the Madras University and 
the seal of approval was set upon that worlc, by his colleague~ 
of~the Fellows by his election as their representative in the Legis
lative Council and next by the Chancellor of the University by his 
·nomination to the position of Vice-Chancellor. His reputation as 
an educationist has travelled far and wide beyond the Madras 
Presidency and of this you had concrete proof in the invitation 
that was sent to him from Benares and Allahabad to go over to 

·the United Provinces and fill the p!ace left vacant by the death 
of the ever to be lamented Sir Sunder Lal as Vice-Chancellor of 
the Hindu University. Sir Sivaswami Aiyer readily responded 
~o the call. As an humble member of the Court and Council of 
that University I can say this that his resignation of the office of 
Vice-Chancellor is a very serious loss to that institution, a loss 
which is felt and regretted by eYery single member of both the 
administrative and academic bodies of the Hindu University. 
Sir Sivaswami Aiyer has been for many years in the Indian 

National Congress. · You will not find . his name at many 

~essions among the speakers but if with a little more . patience 

you will go through the lists of delegates and members of the 

Subjects Committee you will find that he has beei1 there at many 

a session. His work in the Legislati,·e Council and his qualities 
I . 

as a politician were adjudged so useful and valuable·that he was 

selected for the Office of Executive Councillor. It was no .easy 

task . to succeed to so. brilliant a man as the Ia te Mr. Krishna

swami Iyer, but during the five years that the Office ~vas filled 
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by Sir Sivaswami Aiyer he lent a distinction to it and contributed 

substantially to the moral and material progress of that Presi

dency. He is one of those Ind~ans who have vidicated the title 
of our countrymen to the highest position · in the gift of the. 

Sovereian by performina his duties with abilitY, integrity and b b • . 

public spirit. Now, ladies and gentlemen, at this time when we 
.are at. the parting of the ways, when the system of Government 

in this country is being transformed in its character and constitu· 

tion from that of a bureaucracy not responsible either in letter or 

in fact to the people of the country, to a system which in part will 
be really responsible to the people and in the whole will be res

ponsive to public opinion, at this uncture when Indian public men 

·are called upon to show that they are not less fit. for the discharge 

:0£ responsible functions than they have proved themselves fit for 
. constitutional agitation, we could not have selected a worthier 

President than one who has shown in his own per'son that in every 

sphere and not tht. least in'the realm of statesmanship, Indians could 

be trusted to give a creditable account o~ themselves (cheers). 
We have taken this afternoon a momentous step when we passed 

the resolution ·creating a definite organization for ourselves. \Ve 

have been assured,·and·the assurance will stand repetition that 

1t is in no spirit of antagonism, in no spirit of rivalry, to any other 

party, or to any other institution in this country, that we have 
resolved to solidify our own organization. I can assure any. member 

of our party pre~ent here who may be cheri:::hing a secret 

suspicion that there are here or elsewhere in the ranks of our 

party any such overzealous partisans of our own organization 

as to wish that any other organization might ·commit mistakes, 

that nothing is farther from the thoughts and wishes of any one 

·of us than any such de::.ire. The greater the agreement between 
the opinions of any other political organization and of our o\vn, 
the more shall ,\·e be pleased. We would no_t have taken the 

·decisions we did if we did not feel, sincerely feel-that they were 

the conclusions that we came to for the·greater good of the country. 

That being so and the good of the country being the only moth·e 

that led us to organize ourselves what could be dearer to our 

hearts than that other organizations should also arrive at the 

same conclusion as ours ? I hope and trust that this organization 

-of ours will grow from success to success and from strength to 

strength7 not in riYalry, not in antagonism, but in a spitit of 

perfect amity and concord, addressing itself solely and wholly 

to the task of improving the condition of our people, to the 

Yir.dication of our title to full responsible Go,·ernment and that in 

the course of }·ears the same success might attend the labours of 

this conference as has attended the labours of the National 

Congress as we have known it, by the enactment of legislation, 

which will be the next step in advance of the Government of India 

Act of 1919. Sir Sivaswami Aiyer will be the head of our 
-()rganizni,)n during the coming 1 2 months. The resolution which 

The Hon. 
Jdr, Chinta
moni. 
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has been put before you by my esteemed friend, Diwan Bahadur 
Ramchandra Rao shows what heavy and arduous duties are before 
us during the next 12 months, in keeping a vigilant eye on the rules 
and regulations to be framed under the Act, on the lists ·of 
"Transferred,. and·" Reserved" Subjects and on the question of 
financial contribution to the Central Government from the 
provinces. We have to consolidate the gains we have made this 
year and we shall have to do heavy work in connection with the 
Punjab Commission and the Army · Commission. It is a source 
of great encouragement to our workers that our Chairman should 
be a tried and proved statesman like Sir Sivaswami Aiyer and 
that our Vice-Chairman. should be our never failing, always 
young, and always energetic worker and leader, Mr. Surendra· 
nath Banerjea {cheers). S~ long as our party can look up to 
leaders of this calibre,· so long as the country can boast of such 
citizens as our Presidents of this year and last year, so long need 
no one despair, so long may every one go forward with the 
·assurance that we are bound to succeed, that the country is 
bound to advance and prosper until we attain tlie last stage of 
responsible Government (applause). 

The Hon'ble Mr. S. N. Banerjea in suportmg the vote of 
thanks said :-Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I rise to 
support, and I do so whole-heartedly, the resolution which is now 
before you and in regard to which you will at once be called upon 
to pass judgment. This Conference despite what our critics rna y 
say, has beel'l. a success, a great and unqualified, I was going to 
say, unprecedented success and this is due, Sir, very largely to the 
tact, the judgment, the skill and statesmanlike guidance of our 
deliberations by yourself. It is necessary that we should now 
measure our success in this Conference. It is necessary to dissi· 
pate the mendacious statements which' every now and then appe.ar 
in the newspapers regarding us. One of these statements have 
been referred to by my esteemed frien~ Mr. Chintamoni and it 
st'ands refuted. We were told that when yesterday we met down 
below there were only 300 present and that that number. was not 

. exceeded. I made enquiries as soon as I came here. I knew 
that it was an absolute falsehood, absolute mistake, 1 was going 
to say an absolute lie but I will not use that word and will merely 
say that it was an ab::.olute misstatement. I made enquiries, 
and what did I find ? If I found that the organizers of our meeting 
down below had got 2800 chairs and that every one of them 
was filled and that there were several who were standing; 
Therefore, 1 am entitled. to hold that instead 300, there were 
nearly 3000 people present. Now let us look at the number of 
delegates who were present at the Conference. The number of 
delegates came up to nearly tooo, the actual number was 950. 
The number of visitors amounted to 1 700. That makes 2650. 
Let me tell you this that at the last moment we had to refuse the 

" 
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issue of visitors' tickets for fear of not being able to find accom· 
modation. If we had built a panda!, as Sir B. C. Mitter said 
in his address, and if we knew that this was the measui-e. of 
success that was in store for us, we should have been able to pack 
it with at least 5000 people in this our second Conference. Sir, 
therefore, I am entitled to hold that this Conference has been a 
great success, an unqualified success and that we rna y congra
tulate ourselves upon it. And look at the character of the re· 
presentatives you have had at this Conference. Every section 
of the community was represented. Representatives of great • 
.zemindars, representatives of. ryotwari interests, my friend 
Mr. J. N, Roy, representatives of the Mahomedan community 
and of the backward classes, were all asssociated with us in our 
<leliberations. Therefore we are· entitled to hold. that our Con· 
ference was truly national in the v.-idest sense of the word. Well, 
ladies and gentlemen, my friend Mr. Chintamoni has told us that 
we are at . the parting of the· ways. I quite understand that we 
are entering upon a new era. Large numbers of our friends have 
come from the mofussil of Bengal, and I desire to make an appeal 
to them. There are nearly 500 delegates who have come from 
Bengal. We have got 25 Districts and let our critics note the 
fact that I am going to mention. Out of the 25 Districts, 23 are 
represented in this Conference. Only two•districts remain un
represented. I am going to mention their names. They · are 
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri, which are frontier districts. Darjeeling 
is hardly a Bengal district and is inhabited by Bhutias and 
Lapchas and others. Jalpaiguri is the other district and it par· 
takes somewhat of the same character. Therefore I am entitled 
to hold that the whole of Bengal, the intellect, the better mind 
of Bengal, the conscience of Bengal, is here. 1 think we may 
congratulate ourselves also on this fact. Now brotherd elegates, 
you have come from the mofussil. You are nearly 5oo strong. 
You have come in large numbers at considerable:sacrifice of 
convenience and sacrifice of your daily urgent work. I have 
an appeal to make to you. Go back to your homes, form your 
organizations. Let there be an organization, a Liberal organiza· 
tion, in every district. You have already got the nucleus of 
such. You have got district associations. Convert them into 
Liberal Federation organizations and spread your principles, 
your doctrines, far and wide. For propagandist work money will 
be needed. Put your heart into the work and money will be 
forthcoming. During my long career now extending over a 
period of 45 years I have never found that any cause suffered 
through want of money if our soul and heart were in it. If you 

are determined to make your propagandist work successful, 
money will be forthcoming. God will bless you. He will point 

<>ut to you the way to get it. Enthusiasm is a thing that 

'Spreads like wild fire. It catches and spreads from person to 

person. Communicate that ~nthusiasm to your fellow countrymen 

• 

The Hon. Mr. 
S. N. Banerjea. 
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· and then you will find money will he forthcoming and your· 
· prepagandas will succeed. Moderate and liberal. principles will 
prevail and spread throughout Bengal. I am sure,, as we an~ 
about to enter upon a new era, we must begin. the work with 

r ~riewed zeal and devotion. Use the zeal and devotion that you 
displayed in connection with the anti-partition agitation and th~ 
Swadeshi movement. Stir up the old fire. I am sure it is. not 
dead. In this great and noble w9rk, to you is entrusted, in a 
large measure, the success of the great experiment which is 

·now about to be inaugurated. You can .make it or you can 
mar it. yYill you make it or are you going to mar it .? .I :. ask .. 
ypu to enter into a solemn covenant, to devote yourselves . to· 
the work of spreading the principles of the Liberal Federation 
and I am sure, when we meet next time in our Conference, the. 
n,umber will be at least·five times what the humber is to·day. I 
hope my appeal will not falL upon heedless ears. May I make the. 
s~me appeal to my friends who have come from other parts of 
India ? I am sure if we· all combine, if we all unite to ~ake this. 
Federation a success, it is. bound .to be a success. I am sure my . 
appeal will not fall upon deaf ears; · 

With these words I beg that· this vote may be carried by 
acclamation. (Applause). 

The vote was carried by acclamation and three lusty cheers. 
were given for the President. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri said :-Although I am· 
not in the programme at t~is stage, I feel that I ought to say a 
word as to the . perfect harmony which has marked our proceed
ings during the last three days. T~e one and only false and 
jarring note that was struck was, I am grieved to think, struck.' 
~y me. I used the word " Partisan '' during the course of my 
speech yesterday and it has caused my friend, Mr. Chintamoni,. 
to devote a p:;~.rt of his most eloquent and persuasive speech in. 
noticing that point. I am sincerely sorry-Ladies and gentlemen, 
Mr. Chintamon~ unfortunately· for me, has a most tenacious and·, 
obstinate memory (Iauglrtter) otherwise I would ask him to erase 
it from his· memory altogether. All that is left to me now is .to· 
ask him to dissociate from his memory any unpleasantness that 
the . use of that word has caused, and I ask you and expect you 
to do the same and take it as if that word had not been uttered 
(Applause). 

. . 
The President in returning thanks said :-I feel greatly 

overwhelmed by the extremely kind words of appreciation which 
have been spoken just now by my friends, Mr. R. D. Mehta,. 
Mr. Chintamoni and Mr. Surendra Nath Bannerjea and which 
have been received by you with so much warmth of feeling. I. 
fail to find words suitable enough for acknowledging the . kindness 
with which you have treated m~. When the call came to me to· 

.. 
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occupy. the Presidential chair, I assure you that I was fiiied witl1 no The President~:· 
small misgivings as to. the manner in which J might be able to fulpl 
the task which you wished to entrust to me. The trammels of 
office. have prevented ·me unfortunate! y from being in active 
touch with the great political organization of this country . and 
I :felt that- this wa,nt of active touch, combined with the many 
other 'deficiencies of which no one can be better aware than my~elf 
,vould · prevent. :me from discharging the task to your entire 
satisfaction. If any measure of success has at all attended me 
in my attempt to discharge· the duties which ·you have thrust 
upon me, I ascribe it entirely to the help, advice and assistance 
I, ha:ve received from the. two distinguished· gentlemen. on my right 
and on my left, the·Hon'ble Mr. Surendra Nath Bannerjea, the 
Veteran leader and guide on all political activity in this country, 
and to -Sir B. C. · Mitter, one of the most distinguished men in 
BengaJ. I have also to acknowledge the patience, courtesy and 
good .humour, which have been displayed· by the members of this 
Conference and by.'the members of the Subjects Committee. 
We have had, perhaps, one or two sharp corners to turn, but 
they have been turned very adroitly and with the grea~est .amount 
of good humour. I am glad to say that there has been no occasion 
whatsoever for any .unpleasantness or for: any one· to feel. that 
there was any want of forbearance. or want : of a spirit of 
compromise.:. or a spirit. ·of conciliation on the·part ·of either any 
member of the _ Subjects Committee or any member of this 
Conference, and if the Coference has been a success, as I take .it 
from the assurances of your leaders and the manner in.,which these 
assurances have been accepted that it has been,it is due entirely to 
the. assistance and co-operation which you. have 'so generously 
rendered me in the discharge of my duties. Let me offer my 
most cordial thanks to the members of the Reception Committee 
(applause) on behalf of the delegates who are assembled here~ 
for the minute attention which they have paid to .their wants and 
requirements, and for the precise manner in which these wants 
have been attended to (cheers). Let me also offer my hearty 
thanks on 'behalf of all the delegates to the Volunteers, who have 
rendered most valuable help to the Conference, and, so far as I 
can see, they have performed their duties in a manner which does 
infinite credit to them. I have often seen volunteers in some of 
these gatherings of ours taking an active part in the proceedings 
and indulging in demonstrations, partaking some times in broils, 
but the conduct of the volunteers at this Conference has. been 
most exemplary, and I am glad to say. that they have been of 
the greatest assistance and service to the delegates present here. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the year . that has just co:mmenced 
has begun with the happiest auguries for the political future of 
this country. Under the brightest auspicies we hav.e entered 
upon a new era in our political life. This era could not have 
been begun by a more auspicious announcement than the 
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The Presi.dent. Gracious Proclamation of His Majesty the King Emperor. That 
P,roclamation has been described as the most mome~tous 

Charter in the History of this country. I go further and say thllt 
this Charter is simply associated with1 the idea of the rights and 
privileges to be conferred and it rather seems to me to partake ~· 

. of the character of a Royal Edict, an Edict, comparable in its 
loftiness of. inspiration and great statesmanship to the Edict of 
that great Emperor Asoka. But this Edict is to inscribed not on 
pillars of stone but in our grateful hearts. Not merely does it 
promise us benefits and privileges to come, but it also calls upon 
us to discharge our duties to the service of the country and to 
self-sacrifice for the cause of the country. I consider that Pro· 
clamation as partaking· not merely of the character of a Royal' 
Edict, but as going still further and partaking of a much more 
solemn character. I am not given · to the language of the 
extravagance and if you will only reflect carefully and examine 
the language of that proclamation, I .feel sure you will consider 
me justified if I say that this Proclamation will be our political 
Bible for a long time to come. It enunciates . two principles 
which ought ·to guide us in the shaping of the destinies of our 
country. It lays down, in the most admirable and succinct form, 
all those duties of citizenship which are incumbent upon every 
citizen of this Empire and it contains many solemn injunctions 
and wise exhortations to do our duty in such a manner that we 
may be able to reach our goal in as short a space of time as 
possible. Not the least· of the other precepts contained in this 
Proclamation which I admire, is the appeal which His Majesty 
has made for co-operation and harmony not only between all 
classes of His Majesty's Subjects but also between the people and 
the officers of Government. Unless we adopt the principle of 
co-operation, ungrudging co-operation and good·will, we shall not 
be able to carry out the work that is before us or to achieve the 
success which we all have at heart. In the minds of many of 
our people there is a deep-rooted distrust of the official world, 

· whether European or Indian. It seems to me that this distrust 
is hardly justifiable in the large majority of cases. The great 

· majority of the officials who take part in the administration of 
this country, are our own countrymen. Let us not believe that 
because they are officers of the Government ·taking part in the 
administration which has been hitherto controlled by the 
bureaucracy, they do not identify themselves with our interests, · 
are not patriotic citizens, and as anxious as ourselves to advance 
the welfare of this country. I myself have had the good or bad 
fortune to have had a brief spell of office, but I venture to believe 
that this. brief spell of office I have had has in no way affected 
my love of country or my desire to advance the interests of the 
country in any way ("hear hear" and cheers). On the other 
hand I consider my official experience to have been of the highest 
value to me in enabling me to take a wider outlook and to judge 
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of things with a greater fullness of material and information and The PresideD 
in enabling me to perceive that there are many other sides to a 
question than that which occurs to the man in the street at first 
blush. Participation in official work may have a cramping 
tendency in some cases, but let us not suppose that this is 
inevitable and let us not ignore the advantage it carries with it 
of inculcating a sense of responsibility and sobriety and a desire 
to judge things with reference to the various possible views which 
may be taken of it. Far be it from me to say that these 
theories are entirely wrong. I only desire to impress upon you 
that they ought not to be treated as invariably correct. I only 
ask you to believe that they are as sincere patriots and as deep 
well-wishers of our country in the official ranks as we can find 
outside them. I ask you not to taboo them as a class, not refuse 
to co-operate with them but to lay to heart the solemn injunction 
of His Majesty to co-operate with them all, whether officials or 
non-officials, to co-operate with all, whom we may find 
prepared to work for the good of the country in a sincere honest 
and patriotic spirit, if we only read carefully what I have called 
our political Bible and honest! y endeavour to obserye in practice 
the advic.e which His Majesty has given us, the progress of our 
country is absolutely assured. We need not entertain the least 
misgiving that if we only make a wise use ·of· the new 
opportunities, the large opportunities which are now. ·opening out 
to us, our most cherished aspirations are bound to be fulijlled soon. 

Passing from the question of the future of our country I 
should like to say just a few words with reference to the.future 
of our Party. Our Party, many of us feel, is in the minority in 
the country. At any rate. the vocal strength of our Party is in 
the minority. How far the silent masses can be counted upon 
as supporters of the Moderate Party is a matter upon which we 
rna y be entitled to our own opinion and justly entitled, but it is 
likely that it may be contradicted by the more vocal of our 
countrymt!n. One thing, however, I feel sure of, and that is that 
it is not possible for any nation to continue in a transport of 
excitement, or to continue to guide its conduct and its policy by 
the dictates of passion, prejudice or by any want of sobriety. 
Sobriety and judgment are bound in the long run to rule the 
affairs of the world. It may be that we feel discouraged at 
times by the fact that we are not able to muster in thousands 
as the members of the other Party claim, but let not that depress 
us in the least. I cannot help believing that signs of responsibility 
and sober judgment must assert their influence in the affairs of the 
nation. The outlook therefore for all parties is far from gloomy. 
In fact I may say that it is most encouraging. Temporary 
discomfiture or temporary lack of numbe~s need not in any way 
dishearten us. If we only carry out the programme which has 
been chalked out, if we only take steps to strengthen our organi· 
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The Pretident. zation, to extend it, to increase our influence in all parts of the 
country and in all directions, and if we go about it with enthusiasm, 
and if our enthusia'sm i::; reflected and oth~rs are fired with the 
same enthusiasm, we are bound to succeed. I have no doubt 
that our party is bound to succeed in obtaining the ascendancy' 
sooner or later, not merely among the silent masses but even 
among the vocal classes (applause). 

Before I close I should like to remind the officials who will 
be entrusted with the duty of carrying out the Reform scheme 
of the wise words which were uttered by Mr. Montagu in the 
speech which he made upon the conclusion of the Third Reading 
of the Reform Bill. Those officials who have to take part ·in the 
carrying out. of the Reforms have to remember that they have 
to co-operate with the people whose signs of nationalism are 
daily growing. If those wise words of exhortation which 
have been uttered. by Mr. Montagu are borne in mind by those 
officials whose privilege it will be to carry out the reforms, and 
if the appeal of His Majesty sinks into the hearts of all. classes, 
I have no doubt whatever that our further progress is assured. 
I have no desire to occupy your attention any longer. Let me 
repeat once more my acknowledgment of the great kindness, the 
immense kindness· of which I have been the _recipient (Loud and 
continued applause). 

The Conference broke up with loud cheer~ for the President, 
for Mr. S. N. Ba nerjea and several of the other leaders. 
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LIST OF. MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS 

OF THE SECOND ·SESSION OF THE 

All-India Conference of the Moderate Party 

Held at Calcutta. on the 30th and 31st December, 1919, and 1st January, 1920. 

Serial No. 

I 
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3 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

IO 

ll 

u 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

t8 

19 

o2C 
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Province-BENGAL. 

Names. 

W. E. Alexander, Esqr. 

Amulyadhon Addy, Esqr. 

G. H. C. Ariff, Esqr .• 

Radha Kanta Aich, Esqr. 

Syed Erfan Ali, Esqr. 

Dr. Pran Krishna Acharjee 

Dr. Kedareswar Acharjee 

Hon. Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjea 

Surendra Nath Bhqya, Esqr., B.L. 

Nirendra Nath Banerjee, Esqr. 

A. M. Biswas, Esqr., K.t.H.F. 

Nanda Gopal Bhaduri, Esqr. 

Lalit Mohan Banerjee, Esqr. 

Sachindra Nath Bose, Esqr. 

Charu Chandra Basu, Esqr., 

Ramtaron Banerjee, Esqr. 

Bipin Behari Bose, Esqr. 

Probodb Chandra Banerjee, Esqr. 

Rai Nalinaksbya Bose, Bahadur 

Digendra Chandra Banerjee, Esqr. 

Manmatha Nath Banerjee, Esqr. 

Managing Director, Messrs. A. E. Alexander 
& Co , Calcutta. · 

78, Cbetla Road, Calcutta. 

3, Amratolla Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Noakhali. 

Ear-at-law, High Court, Calcutta. 

56; Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

Ghoramara. 

126, Bowbazar Street, Calcutta. 

Vakil & Municipal Commissioner, Rajshahi. 

Merchant, 102, Durga Charan Doctor Street, 
,Calcutta 

Fodder Supdt. "The Refuge", Representative 
of the poor, us, Bowbazar Street, 
Calcutta. 

Zeminder, Majdia, Nadia. 

Vakil, Bally, Banerjeepara Road, (Howrab). 

Chief Manager, Mahisadal Raj, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Krishnagar, Nadia. 

Vakil, Alipore Court, 16, .Hazra Road, Kali
ghat, Calcutta. 

Zeminder, 29, Ram Kanta Bose Street, 
Calcutta. 

Representative of Sun Life Assurance Co., 
of Canada, St, Shambazar St 1 Calcutta . 

. ···1 Burdwan. 

Manager,.Swarnamayee Estate, Dacca, Naya· 
hazar. 

Landholder, Shibpur, Howrah . 
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Serial No. Names. 

u I Mono Mohon Bose, Esq• 

23 Sarojendra Nath Bhose, Esqr. 

24 Sailendra Kumar Basak, Esqr. 

25 S. M. Bose, Esqr. 

:z6 S. K. Bose, Esqr. 

27 Dr. M. N. Banerjea 

28 Suresh Chandra Bose, Esqr. 

29 R. c. Bonnerjea,Esqr, 

30 Charu Chandra Biswas, Esqr. 

31 M. N. Bhose, Esqr., B.A., (Cantab) 

. 
J2 Amorendra Nath Bose, Esqr. 

33 Jyotish Chander Bhose Esqr. .. 

34. D. N. Basu, Esqr. 

35 N ogendra N ath Banerjee, Esqr, 

s6 Upendra Kissore Bose, Esqr. 

37 Tarini Charan Bose, Esqr. 

38 Khirode Kissen Bose, Esqr. 

39 Hem Ohandra Banerjee, Esqr. B.A. 

40 Nogendra Nath Bagchi, Esqr., B.L. 

41 Brindabon Chandra Basak, Esqr. 

42 N. N. Basak, Esqr. 

43 R. S. Bajpai, Esqr. 

44 Narendra Nath Basu, Esqr. 

45 B. K. Basu, Esqr. 

46 Srish Chandra Bose, Esqr. 

47 Bireswar Bagchi, Esqr. 

Addrs~es. 

Vakil, High Court, 41 Ultadanga Road, 
Calcutta. 

Landholder, 72, Cornwallis Street, Calcutta." 

Article Clerk, 78, Durga Charan Mitter St., 
Calcutta. . 

Landholder & Artist, 4, Gakul Mitter's Lane, 
Calcutta. . 

Corporation Service, 13, Bakul Bagan Road, 
Bhowanipore, Calcutta. 

Principal, Carmichrel Medical College, 
Calcutta. 

36jx, Chandra Nath Chatterjee Street, Bhow
anipore, Calcutta. 

Bar-at-Jaw, 9, Queens Park, Ballygunge, 
Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, Ordinary fellow &. mem· 
ber of the Syndicate, Calcutta University, 
Secretary. Rate-Payer Association, 58, 
Puddopukur Road, Bhowanipore, Cal· 
cutta. 

Advocate, Calcutta High Court, 72, Com· 
wallis•Street, Calcutta • 

Vakil, High Court, 84, Harish Mukerjee's 
Road, Bhowanipur 

Vakil, High Court, 24A, Ray Bagan Street, 
Calcutta . 

Barrister at-law, 141 Balaram Gbose Street, 
Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 6 5B, Paddopukur Road, 
Bhowanipore, Calcutta, 

Panjea P. 0, Jessore. 

Land holder, 15, Katapukur Lane, Calcutta. 

Landholder, 56, Grey Street, Calcutta. 

Service, Birtara, Dacca. 

Pleader Judge's Court, 35/I, Madan Mitter 
Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, District Court and Merchant, Dacca. 

Municipal Commissioner Dacca, Zeminder, 
Banker and Merchant, Nawabpur, Dacca, 

Barrister-at-Law, 5, Baboo Lal Lane, 
Barabazar, Calcutta, 

Land bolder and Merchant, 
82, Musjidbari Street, Calcutta. 

Solicitor, so, Goaltuli Road, Bhowanipore, 
Calcutta. 

Bar-at:Law, 52-4, Mirjapur Street, Calcptta. 

Vakil, High Court, Professor, University 
Law College, 51 Shyama Charan Dey 
Street, Calcutta. 
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Serial No. Names. 

48 Bejoy Kristo Baral, Esqr. 

49 M. N. Basu, Esq~ •. 

so Badan Nath Balia, Esqr. 

51 Jatindra Nath Basu' Esqr. 

52 J. N. Bose, Esqr. 

53 Babu Satyananda Bose, M.A.B.L 

54 Sachindra Prosad Bose, Esqr. 

55 Satyendra Nath Basu, Esqr. 

56 Revd. K. N. Basu. 

57 Narenda Chandra Bose, Esqr. 

58 Dewan Bahadur Hira Lal Bose. 

59 Nabin Chandra Banerjea, Esqr. 

6o Pach Cowrie Banerjea, Esqr. 

61 Gopendra Nath Rasu, Esqr. 

62 Doyal Chand Basu, Esqr. 

63 Purna Chandra Banerjee, Esqr. 

-64 Raja Probhat Ch. Barua 

-65 Girindra Nath Bose, Esqr. 

-66 Gobinda Chandra Bose, Esqr. 

·67 Girija Nath Biswas, Esqr. 

-68 

69 

Dr. U. Banerjee. 

Subadar MajorS. N. Basu, Bahadur ... 

A. C. Bose, Esqr. 

Jwala Dutt Bagla 

Sudhangsu Mohan Bose, Esqr. 

Nogendra Nath Bose, Esqr. 

S~tish Chandra Banerjee, Esqr. 

N. N. Bose, Esqr. 

Benoy Kumar Basu, Esqr. 

77 Amulya Ratan Basu, Esqr. 

78 Krishna Chandra Bose, Esqr. 

79 Fanindra Nath Basu, Esqr. 

So Profulla Chandra Basu, Esqr. 

40, Grey Street, Calcutti. 

50, Goaltuli Road, Bhowanipore, Calcutta. 

Merchant, 113, Monobor Das, Kantra, 
Calcutta. 

Solicitor, 6, Old Post Office Street, Temple 
Chamber, Calcutta. 

Zeminder, to, Rowland Road, Ballygunge 
Calcutta. 

Zeminder, 78, Dhurrumtola Street, Calcutta, 

6, College Square, Calcutta. 

14, Balaram Gbose Street, Calcutta. 

65/t/r, Lansdowne Road, Ballygunge, 
Calcutta. 

23jr, Chakraberia, Road, Bhowanipore, 
Calcutta. 

26, Park Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Birbbum. 

The Editor "Naik" Sitaram Ghose Street, 
Calcutta. 

14, Balaram Ghose Street, Calcutta. 

Zeminder, so, Mirjapur Street, Calcutta. 

Brojendra Narayan Ray Street, Calcutta. 

Gouripur, Assam. 

14, Balaram Ghose Street, Calcutta. 

Tangail, Mymensingh. 

Do Do 

65/2, Beadon Street, Calcutta. 

14, Balaram Ghose Street, Calcutta. 

Attorney-at-Law, to, Hastings Street, 
Calcutta, 

67/231 Strand Road, Calcutta. 

Barrister-at-Law, to, Rowland Road, 
Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

39, Serpentine Lane, Calcutta. 

Do Do Do. 

5, Bethune Ro~, Calcutta. 

391 Serpentine Lane, Calcutta. 

34• Grey Street, Calcutta. 



Serial No. I Names. 

I 

Sr I Kshirode Chandra Bose, Esqr. 

I . 
82 1 Sontosh Chandra Bhatta~harjee, Esq. 

83 Kali Krishna Bhadra Esqr. B,A, 

Addresses, 

House Owner, 34 & 35, Bosepara Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, Chinsura, Hooghly. 

S. C. Court, Calcutta. 

84 Parboti Nath Basu, Esqr. 126, Bowbazar Street, Calcutta. 

"85 Hari Natb Bhattacharjee, Esqr. Io, Star Lane, Calcutta. 

86 Ramendra Nath Banerjee, Esqr. B.A., Pleader, 5, Nayan Chand Dutt Street, 
:s. r.. Calcutta. 

87 Charu Chandra Bhattar.barjee, Esqr. ro, Star Lane, Calcutta. 

88 Umesh Chandra Basu, Esqr. Pleader, S. C. Court, 37, Sukeas Street, .. 
Calcutta. 

$9 Sarot Chandr!J. Bhattacharjee, Esqr. Io, Star Lane, Calcutta. 

90 Surjapada Banerjee, B A B.L. 29/1, Bonomali Sircar's Street, Calcutta. 

Krishna Mohan Bhattacharjee, Esqr. 
M.A. B. L .... 

92 B. K. Bose, Esqr. B.A. 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

IOO 

lOI 

102 

103 

Akshoy Kumar Bhattacharjee, Esqr. B.L. 

Bhabosankar Banerjee, Esqr, 

Hari Das Basu, Esqr. 

Jatindra mohan Bose, Esqr. 

Dr. M. N. Bose. 

Aboni Nath Bhattacharjee, Esqr. 

Debendra Nath Biswas, Esqr. 

S. C. Bose! Esqr. 

Mahabir Lal Bajaria, Esqr. 

Suresh Chandar Basu, Esqr. 

Moti Lall.Burman, Esqr. 

Serampore, 

Attorney-at-Law, 37, Mohanbagan Lane, · 
· Calcutta. 

Serampore, 

The Bengalee office, Calcutta. . 

· Serampore, 

4, Convent Road, Entally. 

14, Baloram Ghose Street, Calcutta. 

xo6/3, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Bar-at·law, 52/4, Mirjapur Street, Calcutta. 

Broker, 2, Royal Exchange Place; Calcutta~ 

Vakil, High Court Jangal Badhal, 'Jessore. 
! 8, Strand Road, Calcutta. 

Zeminder, Broker and Merchant, 
So, Howrah Road, Sulkea. 

104 · Bejoy Chandar Banerjee Esqr .. ·M.A., .B.L. Pleader, 3·1, Guruprasad Ray Lane, Calcutta._ 

105 Sailendrro Mohan Bhattacharjee, Esqr. 

Io6 / Jnanendra Nath Banerjee,' Esqr. 

107 Atul Krishna Banerjee, Esqr. 

108 Narendra Krishna Bhattacharjee, Esqr, 

109 Debendra Natb Bose, Esqr 

11o Sailendra Nath Basu Mullick; .Esqr. 
M.A. B.L. 

11 r D. C. Bose Esqr. 

112 I Monmohan Biswas, Esqr. 

Pleader, 102, Chingrehata Road, Entally) 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, 6 r ,· Mallanga Lane, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, 27, Mitter's Lane, . 
Calcutta. 

Merchant, I 5, Balaram Ghose Street. 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, 93/B, Shambazar Street, Calcutta. 

Dy .. Magistrate, s/ A, Shampukur Street, 
Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

93/B, Shambazar Street, Calcutta. 
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u3 Ramkissen Das Bhattah, Esqr. Merchant, 7/2, Haliday Street, Calcutta. 

I 14 Sir Kailash Chandra Bose, KT., C. I.E. r, Sukea Street, Calcutta. 

115 Ghanasyamdas Birla, Esqr. I 37, Canning Street, Calcutta. 

Bar-at·Law, Calcutta. 116 Captain Jitendra Natb Banerjee 

117 

II8 

II9 

120 

131 

133 

Satya Charan Banerjee, Esqr. 

Jogendra Chandra Cbakravarty, Esqr. 
M.A., B.!.. 

Hon. Kishori Mohan Choudburi 

P. Chowdhuri, E~tqr., M.A. 

Saty Kinkor Chatterjee, Esqr. 

Narendra Chandra Choudhuri, Esqr ...• 

• 
Maida. • 
Chairman Municipality, Vice Chairman Dis· 

trict Board, Vakil, Dinajpur. 

Member Bengal Legislative C<?uncil, Pleader, 
Rajshahi. 

Barrister-at-Law, I, Bright Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Burdwan. 

Pleader, Commilla. 

1213 Satya Sankar Chakraverty, Esqr. I Plead~r, Tipperah. 

. . • Professor of English, Bangabasi College, 
3/1, A, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 

u4 Raj Kumar Chakraverty, Esqr. 

125 

u6 

129 

131 

133 

134 

137 

1~9 

Sailaja Lal Chatterjee, Esqr Pleader, Nimta, 24 Parganas. 

Girindra Kumar Chatterjee, Esqr. Vakil, Burdwan. 

Basanta Kumar Chakraverty, Esqr. Miii owner, 1, Dalimtolla Lane, Calcutta. 

Upendra Nath Choudhuri, Esqr. Serampur. 

Rajoni Mohan Chatterjee, Esqr. Solicitor, I zjr, Old post office Street, Calcutta 

Rai Sarot Chandra Chatterjee, Bahadur Government Pleader, Rangpur. 

Profulla .Chandra Cbakraverty, Esqr., Vakil High Court, 33/C Chandra Nath Cha-
M.A., B.L. tterjee St., Bhowanipur. 

S. C. Choudhuri, Esqr., B.L., L.L.B., Barrister-at-law, 6, Hastings Street, Calcutta. 
(Cantab) 

Bhubon Mohan Chandra, Esqr. 

Brojendra Nath Chatterjee, Esqr., M.A., 
B.L. 

S. N. Chakraverty, Esqr. 

. Nirmal Chandra Chatterjee, M.A. B L. 
• 

Debensu Nath Chakravarty, Esqr. 

J. C. Chatterji, Esqr., B.A. (Cantab) 

Amarendra Chandra Chunder Esqr., 
M.A., B.L. 

J. W. Chippecdale Esqr. M.A., B.L. 

Kanai Lal Chatterjee, Esqr. . .. I 

Sarulia, J essore. 

Professor University Law College, Vakil, 
High Court, 2, Madhu Ray's bye Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Barrister-at~law, 34. Theatre Road, Calcutta . 

Vakil High Court, sa, Haris Mukherjea's 
Road, Bhowanipur. 

Professor Bangabasi College, 17, Baitakkhana 
Road, Calcutta. 

8 B, Lalbazar, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Sukeaparah Lane, Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 35/8, Puddopukur Road, 
Balligunge. 

Superintendent, Warrant Department S. C. 
Court. Calcutta, no, l\luktaram Babu's 
Street, Calcutta. 

142 Aswini Kumar Cbakravarty, Esqr. Vakil, 69/1, Shikdarbagan Street, Calcutta. 

143 Keshab La\ Chakravarty, Esqr., B.L. ... Pleader, uj4A. Mahendra Gossain Lane, 
Simla, Calcutta. 
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144 Khetra Nath Chatterjee, Esqr., B,L. 

145 Amuly Chandra Chatterjee, M.A., B.L. 

146 Onkarmal Cbirawka, Esqr. 

147 

149 

Shivasahai Charuna, (Ayurved Bisarad) 

Sree Pada Choudhury, Esqr. 

Santi Ram Chatterjee, Esqr., L.M.s. 

Rai Shahib Ram Deo Chokhani 

.Addresses. 

Pleader, 6 Gopi Roy Lane, Hatkhola, 
Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 73 Durga Charan Doctor's 
Road, Calcutta. 

Broker, 2, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta. 

10, Shamab1 Lane, Marwari B. Hitaishi
shava, Calcutta. 

Zemindar, s. Mohes Chandra Coudhury 
Lane, Bhowanipur. 

xo, Anthony bagan Lane, Calcutta. 

137, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

151 Manmatha Nath Choudhury, Esqr., B.A. Shibpur, Howrah. 

Jnandra Mohan Chakravarty, Esqr., 
M.A, B.L. 

Pleader. 5, Kripanath 
Calcutta. 

Lane, Hatkhola, 

I 53 Hemendra Nath Chatterjee, Esqr., B.r.. Vakil, High Court, 44/3/1 Chakraberia 
Road, South, Bhowanipur. 

154 B. C. Chatterjee, Esqr. 

155 Basanta K. Choudhury, Esqr. 

156 N.C. Chandra, Esqr. 

157 J. Chowdhury, Esq. 

158 Prabal Chandra Chatterjee, Esqr. 

159 Sanat Kumar Choudhury, Esqr. 

160 D. M. Captain, Esqr. 

r6t Hari Gopal Chatterjee, Esqr. 

162 Sarat Chandra Chakravarty, Esqr. 

163 Hulash Chand Chandiah, Esqr. 

164 j Dhanraj Chindalia, Esqr. 

165 • Abaninath Chatterjee, Esqr. 

x66 Ashutosh Chatterjee, Esqr. 

167 B. Choudhury, Esqr. 

168 i Satis Chandra Chakravarty, Esqr. 
i 

Bar-at-Law, High Court, 45, Jhawtolla Road, 
Bhowanipur. 

Vakil, High Court, 2o, Balaram Ghose Street, 
Shambazar, Calcutta. 

Solicitor, 23, Wellington Street, Calcutta. 

Bar·at-Law, High Cou~t, 3, Hasting Street. 

Homeo. P. Tangail, Mymensingh. 

Attorney-at-law, 6, Old Post Office Street, 
Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Maida. 

Merchant, 22, Durmahata Street, Calcutta. 

Merchant, 113, Cross Street, Calcutta. 

Merchant, IIJ, Monohardas Katra, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Serampore. 

Vakil, Rangp~r. 

169 Hira Lall Chatterjee, Esqr. Professor, B. A. D. College, Cownpore. 

170 A. C. Chander, Esqr. Calcutta. 

171 Nowab Sayed Alta£ Ali Choudhury, 24, Alipur Road, Calcutta. 

172 Profulla Chandra Chakravarty,Esqr. ... Pleader, Faridpur. 

I 7 3 Profulla Chandra Chakravarty, Esqr. ... Vakil, High Court, 64, Sitaram Ghose Street, 
Calcutta. 

174 N. N. Chatterjee, Esqr. 24/x, Kistaram Bose Street, Calcutta. 

175 
1 

Dwarikanath Chakravarty, Esqr. _.; ... Merchant and Talukdar, Gandaria, Dacca. 
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176 · Babu Dwarka Nath Chakravarty 72, Russa Road.North, Calcutta. 

177 Rai Bahadur Radha Ballav Chowdhury. Sherpur, Mymensiogb. 

t8o 

181 

t86 

t88 

189 

190 

193 

194 

tg8 

199 

.200 

201 

.202 

Baidya Nath Chowdhury, Esqr. 

Krishna Chandra Chowdhury, Esqr .... 

Furno Chandra Chakravarty, Esqr. 

Sures Chandra Chakravarty, Esqr. 

Jadu Nandan Chowdhury, Esqr. 

Lalit Chandra Das Esqr. B L. 

Bejoy Lal Dutt Esqr. B.L. 

~uresh Chandra Dutta Esqr. 
Vidyabinode. 

Maida. 

" 

" 
" 

Pleader & Municipal Commissioner, Camilla. 

Landholder, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Khulna. 

Ananda Charan Dutta Esqr., M.A.B.t..... Vakil, Chittagong. 

Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutta Bahadur. Member, Calcutta Corporation, 37• Beniatolla. 
Lane, Calcutta. 

Shih Chandra Dutt Esqr. B.I.. Pleader, Burdwan. 

Jitendra Nath Dutt, Esqr. Pleader, Camilla. 

Amulya Chandra Dutt, Esqr. Vakil, Cbinsurah. 

Nanda Lal Das, Esqr. Pleader, 4· Dutta Parah Lane, Chatra. 
Serampore. 

Manmaiha Nath Das, Esqr. 4, Duttaparah Lane. Cbatra, Serampore. 

Chandi Charan Dutt, Esqr. B.L. Pleader, Tarnaluk, Midnapur. 

Jahnabi Charan Das Gupta, M.A., B.L. Vakil High Court, u, Rasik Lal Ghose Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Balaram Chandra Dutta, Esqr. u, Haldar Lane, Calcutta. 

Narendra Nath Dutt, Esqr. 28, Hidram Banerjee Lane, Calcutta. 

Panna Lal De, Esqr., B.J,. Attorney-at-Law, to, Old Post Office Street, 
Calcutta. 

K. L. Dutt, Esqr., M.A., F.s.s., F.R.E.S. Retired Accountant General t6/r, Ramkanta 
Bose Street, Calcutta. 

Dhirendra Nath De, Esqr., B.sc. Articled Clerk to Solicitor, U/to, Mahendra. 
Gossain Lane, Calcutta. 

Brij Gopal Doga, Esqr. Banker, 4ox/7A, Upper Chitpore Road, 
Calcutta. 

Kiran Chandra Dutt, Esqr. 1, Lakshmi Dutt Lane, Calcutta. 

J. N. Dutt, Esqr. Barrister-at-law, 36, Pudda Pukur Road, 
Ballygunge, Calcutta. 

203 • Dhirendra Mohan Dhar, Esqr. B. SG. ... Bar-at-Law, 32/7, Beadon Street, Calcutta. 
· (London). 

204 Goberdhan Das Shroff, Esqr. 

205 J otindra Lall De, Esqr. 

2o6 Promode Krisna Deb, Esqr. B.A. 

Landholder and Merchant, 182, Cross Street, 
Calcutta. • 

xoi, Grey Street, Calcutta. 

• .. , Zemindar & Merchant, 1061 r, Grey Street, 
Calcutta. 
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207 Pradyumna Krisfla Deb Esqr. B. A. 

208 Atul Chandra Dutt, Esqr. M.,A., B.L. 

Jnanendra Mohan Das, Esqr.. B.L. ... 

210 Fanindra Lall De. Esqr. 

2II Jitendranath Dutta, Esqr. B. sc. B.L. 

212 Ratindra Krisna Deb, Esqr. 

213 Ganesh Chandra De; Esqr. 

Addresses. 

Shobhabazar Rajbati, ro6/r, Grey Street, 
Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 4• Gangadhar Babu ' 
Lane, Bowbazar, Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 35, Kalighat Road, 
· Calcutta. 

Hony. Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, 
Merchant & Landholder, 99, Grey Street, 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, x6/r, Ram Kanta Bose's Street,_ 
Calcutta. 

Zemindar & Merchant, 5, Jadunath Mitter's 
Street. Calcutta. 

Attorney-at-law, 28, 
Calcutta. 

Cornwallis Street~ 

214 Jagadish Chandra Das Gupta, Esqr. Pleader, Jamalpur, Mymensingh. 

21$ 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

225 

u6 

227 

228 

2Z9 

230 

231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

B. L ,;, 

Rajani, Kanta De, Esqr. B. SC, M A. 
B. L, 

Sreenath Dutt, Esqr. 

Ranga Lall Dutt, Esqr. 

Surend~anath Das, Esqr. 

Purushottam Das, Esqr. 

Khagendra Nath Dutt, Esqr. ~r. A· 
B. L. 

Sriniwas Dalmia, Esqr. 

Durzendra Nath Dutt, Esqr. M. A. 
B. L. 

B. C. Dutta, Esqr. M. A. B. L. (Cal) 
L. L. B. 

Akshoy Kumar De. Esqr. B. L. 

S. K.. Day, Esqr. A. s. A A. 

Nirode Charan Dutt, Esqr. B. L. 

Nripendra Nath Das, Esqr. B. L. 

A. Dutt, Esqr. 

Chandra Kanta Dutt, Esqr. 

B. De, Esqr. M. A. 1. c. s. (Retired) 

Barna Pada Dutt, Esqr. 

Samarendra Kumar Dutt, Esqr. 

Kumar Profulla Krisna Deb, 

S. N. Dutt, Esqr 

Priya Nath De, Esqr. 

Professor. Scottish Churches College, 3 I, 
Durga Charan Mitter Street, Calcutta. 

Ray Street, Calcutta. 

Landholder, ro, Hari Mohon Bose Lane, 
· Calcutta. 

Civil Engineer, 8, Fariapukur Street, Calcutta. 

Original Member,' Stock and Share Associa
tion, Calcutta, 6, Narsing Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, S. C. Court. 7, Ram Nabin 
B~attacharjee's Lane, Calcutta. 

19, Panchidobani Golli, Calcutta. 

Hony. Secretary and Treasurer; Social Reform 
League. 2/I, Roghunath Chatterjee Street,· 
Calcutta. · 

Barrister-at-Law, xoo, Ram Krishna Lane, 
Shibpur, Howrah. 

Pleader, Judge's Court. 24 Parganas, 
13, College Square,Calcutta. 

Incorporated Accountant, 6, Hasting Street, 
Calcutta. 

· 3, Vaistab Charan Sett Ist Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, I xfx, Suri Lane, CalcutUL. 

Bar-at-Law, 8, Raja Gurudas Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Feni, Noakhali. 

Barrister-at-Law, :u, Loudon Street Calcutta. 

Berhampore, Murshidabad. 

78/1, Nimtola Ghat Street, Calcutta. 

Zemindar. ro6fx, Grey Street, Calcutta·. 

84. 85, Cornwallis Street, Calcutta. 

Brojendra Narayan Street, Calcutta. 
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236 R. K. Das, Esqr. 

237 Dr. Anath Natb Das, Esqr. L.M.s. 

238 Poshupati Deb Esqr. 

2 39 S. C. De, Esqr. 

240 Dr. S. K. Dutta, Esqr. N.s.c.H.B, 

241. , Mrs. S. K. Dutta 

242 Charu Chandra Dutt, Esqr. 

243 Gopendra Krisna Deb, Esqr. 

244 Jamashedji Edalji Dariwalla, Esqr. 

245 B. K~ Das, & C.o 

Harendra Krisna De, Esqr. B. L. 

247 Nrisingha Pada Dutt, Esqr. B. L. 

248 Sachindra Natb Dutt, Esqr. B. L. 

249 Debi Prosad De, Esqr. 

250 Kumar Rabindra Krishna Deb 

251 The Hon'ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

JS:t Sanat Kumar Das, Esqr. 

Pores Chandra. Das Gupta, Esqr. 

254 Promatha Nath De, Esqr. 

255 Mohendra Nath Das, Esqr. 

256 Ba.ishnav Behari Da.s, Esqr. 

'57 Jasoda Kumar Ghos6 Esqr. B.L. 

258 Gakul Chandra Gandhi Esqr. 

259 Nilmoni Ghatak. Esqr. 

26o Sital Prosad Ghose, Esqr. M.A. u .. 

261 Nirmal Chandra Ghose, Esqr. B.L. 

261 Pravathnath Gbatak, Esqr. 

263 Khagendranath Ganguly Esqr. B.L. 

Indu Bhusan Ghose, Esqr. 

265 Satis Chundra Ghosh, Esqr. 

266 Sudhir Krisna Gupta, Esqr. 

267 Tink.ari Ghose, Esqr. 

268 Ganesh Chandra Ghatak, Esqr. 

AddreMe!l. 

]!lte Merchant. I9t Hara Chandra Mollik 
Lane, Calcutta. 

3, Bethune Row, Calcutta. 

43, Raja Nabakrista Street, Calcutta. 

,.. li,,Fakir Chandra De Lane, Calcutta. 

~ # ••• 

Y. M. C. A, s. Russel Street, Calcutta. 

5, Russel Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Silchar, Assam. 

6, Raja Nabakrishna Street. 

3, Central Street, Bangalore. 

Calcutta. 

Pleader, 34. Bbubao Banerjea's Lane,Calcutta. 

Pleader, 4, Eden Hospital Road, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 2/1 Raghunath Chatterjee Street, 
Calcutta. 

. ' 19, Kristoram Bose Street, Calcutta. 

••• zo, Raja Naba. Krishna Street. 

39• Ram Mohan Dutt; Road • 

• Chittagong. 

~ "' .. 
Maida. 

II 

........ .. 
••• President Surbid Sammilani Suva, Member,. 

District Board; Local Board, Municipal 
Commissit;>ner, Vakil Noak.bali.. · 

••• 401/7 A, Upper Chitpore Road, Calcutta. 

... PJeader. Chairman E. B. Municipality, 
Mal dab. 

Pleader, Midnapur. 

Vakil & Zemindar, Seorapuli Raj, Seorapuli, 
P. 0. Hoogly. 

Pleader, Maldah. 

Pleader, Municipal Commissioner. 2o, Khetra 
Mittra Lane, Salkea. Howra.b. 

Landholder. Damodar, Khulna. 

Superintendent, Dacca Orphanage, Talukdar 
etc. Buxibazar, Dacca. 

7, Gupta's Lane, Jorasanko, Calcutta. 

Hony. Magistrate (First Class), Pleader, 
Land holder, Ulberia. 

Merchant, 23, Jadunatb Mitter .Lane, 
Shambazar, Calcutta. 
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269 I Debendra Krisna Ghosh, Esqr. 

270 I Dr. J. N. Ghose, M.D. 

• 271 Sarat Chandra Gosain, Esqr. 

A d<lressea. 

182, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta. 

65/I, Beadon Street, Calcutta. 

Landholder, S~ran.pore. 

272 Nirmal Chandra Ghose Chowdhury, 14, Kartic Bose Lane, Calcutta; 
Esqr. M.A. '" 

· 273 Ram Chandra Ghosh, Esqr. B.A. 17, Bethune Row, Calcutta. 

274 T. P. Ghose, Esqr. 

27 5 Khitish Chanda Ghose, Esqr. B.L. 

276 Dr. S. Goswami, M.D. 

277 Benoy Kumar Ghosh, Esqr. B.L. 

278 Hari Mohan Ghose, Esqr. 

279 Mahendranath Ghose, Esqr. 

28c Kamalnath Gupta, Esqr. B.L. 

281 Nalini Bhtisan Gupta, Esqr .. c.I.E. 

282 Nirmal Chandra Gupta, Esqr. 

• 
283 Charu Chandra Ghose, Esqr. 

Upendranath Ghose, Esqr. 

N arendranath Ghose, Esqr •. 

Bholanath Ghose, Esqr. 

287 Gnanendranath Goswami, Esqr. 

Bibhuti Bhusan Ghose, Esqr. 

2119 Kedarnath Ghose, Esqr. 

.290 Sukumar Guhll., Esqr. B.L. 

291 Jogesh Chandra Gupta, Esqr. B.L. 

292 Birendrakumar Gpose, Esqr. B.L. 

· ... Zemindar. 14. Puddopukur· Street, Khiddir-
pore, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 38/1/B, Sukeas Street, Calcutta. 

31/I, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta. 

Landholder, 25, Harish .Mukerjee Street, 
Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

· ... Landholder, Sankariparah Road, Bhowani
pur, Calcutta. 

Municipal Commissioner, Merchant & Con_. 
tractor, Serampore. 

Pleader, Io7/IA, Musjidbari Street, Calcutta. 

Barrister-at-Law, Io, Middleton Street, 
Calcutta. 

..... 19/1/r, Madan Mitter Lane, Calcutta . 

'~ ... 

····· 

Landholder, xo, Furrlapukur Street, Calcutta. 

224, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta. 

Land holder, 3, Ranee Road, Calcutta. 

Broke'r, 3, Ranee Road, Calcutta. 

3o/x, ·Lansdowne Road, Calcutta. 

-..-.. Merchant, 74/5, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 

Land holder, 41, Deb Lane, Entally . 

Pleader, District Court, W ari, Dacca. 

Vakil, Laksmi Bazar, Dacca. 

Pleader, Raja's Dewary, Dacca. 

293 Rajendrakissore Ghose. Esqr. B.L Member, District Board Dacca, Secretary 
Vikrampore Co-operative Bank, Pleader, 
Munshiganj, Dacca. 

294 Rajendranath Ganguly, Esqr. M.A. B.L. Pleader, s/rA, Kalachand Sanyal Lane, 
Shambazar, Calcutta. 

295 Aswinikumar Ghose, Esqr. B.L. Pleader, 24, Baji Shibpur Road, Howrah. 

2¢ Phanindralal Ganguly, M.A. B.L. Assistant Professor, Calcutta University, 
6, Mullan Street, Balligunje, Calcutta. 

297 S. C. Ghose, Esqr. 

•98 Surendranath Guha, Esqr. M.A. B:L. 

299 S. Ghose, Esqr. B.L. 

Solicitor, 25, Harish Mukherjee Road, 
Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, xS, Ram moban Dutt 
Road, Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

Barrister-at-Law, 32/A, S'l.nkhariparah Road, 
· Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 
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i 
300 Satya Charan Ghose, Esqr. X.A. B.L. j Chatra. Serampore. 

! 
301 Hari Mohan Ghose, Esqr. i 52, Boseparab Lane, Calcutta. 

Jitendmnath Ganguly, Esqr. .. --·1 Pleader, • ~1 /t, Musji~bari St•ee~ Calcutta. • 

Ramesh Chandra Ghose, Esqr. B.L •• ·,. 1 Pleader, 32, Kansbanparah Rood, Bhowam-

.304 Taraknatb Ganguly, Espr. B.A. 

.305 Jiban Krisna Ghose, Esqr. L.M.S. 

306 Sir Krisna Gupta, 

.307 D. C. Ghose, Esqr. 

i pur, Calcutta. 
I 

... ,. 27,. Boseparab Lane, Calcutta., Assistant 
, Head Master, High School. 
I I 32/2, Jhamapukur Lane, Calcutta . 

I 
Store Road, Ballygunge, Calcutta. 

••• . Bar-at-Law, High Court, 54, Kansariparab 
Road, Bbowanipur, Calcutta. 

Hon. Rai Debendra Chandra Gbose 
Bahadur. 

:Member, Bengal Legislative Council, Vakil, 
High Court, 54, Kansariparab Road, 
Bbowanipur, Calcut~ 

K. K. Ghose, Esqr. 

.:;xo Sir Rash Behari Ghose 

Rai Bahadur Hari Ram Goenka. 

. 312 Preyonath Guha, Esq . 

.313 Profulla Chandra Gupta, Esqr. 

• 314 
1 

Raja Kishorilal Goswami, 

.315 Debendrakishore Ghose, Esqr. 

.. 316 B. C. Gbose, Esqr . 

311. Rajkumar Ghose, Esqr. 

. 318 H. K. Ghose, Esqr., B.A. 

.319 Charucbandra Ghose, Esqr • 

. :;2o Kalipada Gbose, Esqr. 

Jitendranath Ghose, Esqr • 

... 

Solicitor, cfo Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, 
Temple Chambers, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 
I 

31, Banstolla Street, Calcutta. 

Narayangunge, Dacca. 

Vakil, High Court, Training College Road, 
Dacca . 

1 Serampore. 
I 

... · Calcutta. 

••• x, Sreenath Das .Lane, Calcutta. 

53/3, Shankaritolla Lane, Calcutta. 

6, Old Post Office Street, Calcutta . 

Iofg, "Goabagan Street, Calcutta . 

. .... Ioi, Grey Street. 

Shambazar Street, Calcutta. 

..332 Thomas Greenwood, Esqr., :r.c . .&., J.S.A. Mercban~ Great Eastern Hotel, Calcutta. 

.323 D. M. Ghose, Esqr. 

. 324 Ajit Ghose, Esqr. 

325 J. C. Galstan, Esqr. 

326 Dr. D. N. Goopta, 

.327 Amritalal Gupta, Esqr., J.L. 

328 Nand Gopal Ghose, Esqr., B.J.. 

329 Adharchandra Ghose, Esqr., B.L. 

330 Amulya Dhan Ghose, Esqr., M.A. 

331 Panchanan Ganguly, Esqr., li,A. 

..... Attorney-at-Law, 6, Old Post Office Street, 
Calcutta . 

42, Shambazar Street, Calcutta. 

Lower Circular Road. 

5, Middleton Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 23/:1, Creek Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 44, Ramkanta Bose Stree~ Calcutta. 

Pleader, 15, Gopi lfoban Dutt Lane, Calcutta. 

:z4o U ma Charan Bose Lane, Ram Kristo-
pur, Calcutta. • 

Professo.r of English Literature; I/a, Chou· 
dbun Lane, Calcutta. ' 
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X 33z Rai Brijnarayan Gurtu 

333 

334 

335 

336 

537 

338 

339 

340 

341 

342 

343 

344 

345 

346 

347 

Prince Akram Hossain 

J Mr. Hunter 

·I Mahbubal Huq, Ew., M.a. a J.,M ... a.s. 

V. S. Campbell Howes, Esqr. 

Rameschandra Hati, Esqr. 

Bejoy Krisna Hazra, Esqr., B.A. ... 

Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Member of the Council of All-India Muslim 
Association, Member of the Managincr 
Committee, Central National Mahameda; 
Association, Assistant Secretary, Muslim 
Union and University Mess, Pleader, 
Judge's Court, t6/I, Mussalmanparah 
Lane, Calcutta, · 

Journalist, Grand Hotel, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Burdwan. 

Zeminder, 71, Free School Street, Calcutta., 

Srish Chandra Haldar, Esqr., B.L• Ior. Grey Street, Calcutta. 

Aitim Huker Calcutta. 

Rai Bahadur Onkarmal Jatia. O.B.E, u, Rocp Chand Roy Street, Calcutta. 

Lakshmichand Jhawar, Esqr. Banker, 401/7 A, Upper , Chitpore Road,.. 
· Calcutta. 

Ranglal Jajodia, Esqr. Merchant, 140, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

Lobhchand Jahari, Esqr. Jewellers, rg/r, Sikderparah, Calcutta. 

Joharmall Jalan, Esqr~ Merchant, 137, Canning Street, Calcutta. 

Kissan Dayal Jalan, Esqr. Merchant, 2o1, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 
. .. .. 

Jose Jne Ashie Choo, Esqr., B.L.F.R. ••• Senior Financial Representative, British· 
. Guina Legislature, Bar-at-law. 

348 Rai Shewprosad Jhunjunwalla Bahadur 24, Bartolla Street, Calcutta. 

349 

'350 

351 

352 

353 

354 

355 

356 

357 

358 

Manbulal Joychandlal, Esqr. 

Ram Lal Kavibinode 

D. L. Kastgir, Esqr., B:L, 

Dhirendra Chandra Kar, Esqr, 

Sailendra Chandra Kar, Esqr. 

Narendranath Kar, Esqr. 

Gopikrisna Kundu, Esqr., M.A.B.L. 

Abdul Karim, Esqr. 

W. N. Kumar, Esqr. 

Debiprosad Khaitan, Esqr., B.A. 

Sada~am Khadia, Esqr. 

Bbudebchandra Kar, Esqr., M A. 

Janakinalb Kundu, Esqr. 

...... 
Maida. 

Vakil High Court, Zen1inder, Cbittagong &, 
Muzzafarpur, 65/2, Mirzapur Street, Cal· 
cutta. · 

g, Hastings Street, Calcutta. 

Trader, I I, Halder Lane, Calcutta. 

Printer and Publisher, 9, Hastings Street,, 
Calcutta. · 

Vakil, High Court, Calcutta. 

Merchant, Rabamatgange, Dacca. 

Merchant, 87, Durga Charan Doctor Lane, 
Calcutta, 

Solicitor and Merchant, us, Harrison Road, 
Calcutta: 

Merchant, t 8, Mullick Street, Calcutta. 

Attorney·at·law, 5, Hem Chandra Kar Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Merchant, 3,' Simla Street, Calcutta. 
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362 Hari Das Laha, Esqr. 

363 Lalit Mohan Lahiri, Esqr. B.A. 

Rai Mahendra 
Babadur. 

365 Rai Shaheb Joy Lall 

Chandra Labiri, 

Ad~ 

Landholder. 193. Bow hazar Street. Calcutta. 

Landowner. Rai M. C. Lahiri Bahadur, 
Street, Serampur. 

Pleader, Rai M. C. Lahiri Bahadur Street, 
~emmpur. 

:Merchant, 76. Cotton Street, Calcutta. 

366 Jatindra Nath Lahiri, Esqr. M.A., B.L. Vakil. High Court. 42. Harisb llukerjee 

367 Ghanasyam Das Layalka, Esqr. 

36S Jadu Nath Lahiri, Esqr. B. L. 

369 Jnanendra Nath t,ahiri, Esqr. 

370 Dasarathi Lahiri, Esqr. 

371 Behari Lal Mullick, Esqr. 

Road. Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

Merchant. 2, Royal Exchange Place. Calcutta. 

Pleader, 'Mymensingh. 

Pleader, llymensingh. 

t/tB, Kristoram Bose Street, Calcutta. 

Zemindar, Darpanarain Tagore Street, 
Calcutta. 

372 Lal Behari Mazumdar, Esqr. Maida. 

373 Upendra Nath Maitra, Esqr. Maida. 

374 -:Maharajah Bahadur of Nuddea Ripon Street, Calcutta. 

375 Kali Nath 'M:itter Esqr., C.I.E. 6, Old Post Office Street. Calcutta. 

376 Kumar Sri Panchanan }lfook~rjee Zemindar. Uttarpara. 

377 Sir R. N. Mukerjee 7, Harrington Street, Calcutta.. 

378 Sir B. C. Mitter Bar-at:law, High Court, Calcutta. 

379 Jatindra Mohan Mukerjie, Esqr. B.A. • .. 18, Shyama Charan De Street, Calcutta. 

3So Lal Mohan Mukerjie. Esqr. B. L. Pleadet, Chandi ·Park, Sbibpur, Howrah. 

3St Jatindra Nath Mitra. Esqr. Zemindar, 8/2A, Kirti )litter I..ane, Calcutta. 

... j Landowner, 3, Hidar11.m Banerjee Lane. 
Calcutta. 

38:z Sarat Chandra Mukerjie, Esqr. 

383 Phanindra Nath Mukerjie, Esqr. B.L. ... Pleader, Panchanantolla, Howrah. 

384 Jyotish Chandra Mozumdar, Esqr. B.A Journalist, llaheswapara, Doulatpnr, Khulna. 
, Vidyabinode, Bhaktiratna. ... 

385 Salis Chandra Mukerjee, Esqr. 

386 Dr. D. M. Maitra, M. B. 

387 Bidhu Bhusan Mukerjie, Esqr. 

38S Nagendra Krisna :\Iullick, Esqr. 

Organising Secreta1y. Nursing Brotherhood, 
~ecreury, ~cial Service '...eague, Doulat
pur. Khulna. 

... 

1

1 Mayo Hospital, 'Jalcutta. 

... ?llercbant, Jhumri Telaiya P. 0. Hazaribagh. 

Landlord, tD, Raja Kali Krisna Lane. 

Upendra Mohan Mitter, Esqr. M.A. Lawy~r. Cornmilla. 
I B.L. 

I
I Sachindra Nath Mukerjee, Esqr. B.L. i Pleader, 14, Indian liirror 10 treet, Calcutta. 

1 

Mahim Chand Mitter, Esqr. ... : Broker. 7/3, Beadon Street. Calcutta. 

Anatb Nath Mukerjie, Esqr. . .. I Advertisin~ Agent 3 'D, Ni,·edita Lane, 
Calcutta . 

391 

392 

393 Chandra Nath Mitter, Esqr. ... i Zemindar u6, Upper Circular Road, Calc••tta. 
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Serial No. 1 

Names. Addresses. 

----- -------------------------,---------------------------1 
394 ' Sarat Chandra Mitter, Esqr. 

395 

396 

397 

398 

399 

400 

401 

402 

4Il 

414 

416 

Surendra Nath Mitra, Esqr. 

Probodh Kumar Mitra, Esqr. 

Jogendra Nath Mitra, Esqr. 

Dr. S. K. Mallik, 

Jitendra Nath Mukerjie, Esqr. 

Profulla Chandra Mitter, Es qr. 

Kshirod Gopal Mukerjie, Esqr. 

Amiya Nath Mukerjee, Esqr. 

Satyendra Nath Mittra, Esqr. 

Kumar Promatha Nath Mallick Bbarat· 
bani Bhusan 

Nritya Lal Mukerjie, Esqr. B.L. 

Rupendra Kumar Mitter, Esqr. M, sc., 
B.L. 

Norendra Kumar Mukerjee, Esqr. 

Dr. Dwarika Nath Mitter, M.A.D.L 

Surendra Natb Mallik, Esqr. M.A. B.l .. 

Baidya Nath Mukerjie, Esqr. B.L. 

Kanti Chandra Mukerjee, Esqr. B.L; ••• 

Sarat Kumar Mitra, Esqr. B.L •. 

Pro matha Natb Mukerjee, Esqr, B.L .... 

Mriganka Bhusan mukerjie, Esqr. 

S. C. Mitter, Esqr. 

Hai Lalit Kumar Mitra 

Satisb Chandra Mitter, Esqr. 

Suresh Chandra Mitter, Esqr. 

Pramatha Na.th Mukerjee, Esqr. B.L. 
Vidyarnab 

Surendra Mohan Maitra, Esqr. B.L. 

Jatindra Mohan Mitra, Esqr. J.L. 

Surendra Madhab Mullick, Esqr. · ... 

• 

Landholder 10, Ultadingi Road, Calcut.ta. 

Contractor, 4, Nayratna Lane, Calcutta. 

Dinamar P. 0. Jessore. 

11, Haldar Lane, Calcutta. 

18 Beadon Street, Calcutta. 

Merchant, 10, Gomes Lane, Calcutta. 

Zemindar, 73, Paddopukur Road, Bhowani· 
pur, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, Landholder & Merchant 
2, Bisnu 13abu Lane Kidderpur, Calcutta: 

Attorney-at-law, 5, Hastings Street, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, 65/4, Lansdowne Road, 
Bhowanipore. 

Zeminder, r 29, Cornwallis Street, Calcutta. 

Lawyer, 6:, Beniatollah Street, Calcutta, 

Vakil, High Court, 36, Balaram Mozumder 
titreet, Hatkhola. 

1, Wellington Square, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, Calcutta, Ordinary Fellow 
Calcutta University, 25, Nandaram Sen 
Street, Shambazar, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, Commissioner, Calcutta 
Corporation, 2, Chandranath Chatterjee 
Street, Bhowanipur, Calcutta: 

Pleader, Bapkura or Io6/J, .Grey Street, 
Calcutta. 

Attorney-at-Law, I, Hastings Street, Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 85, Grey Street, Calcutta. 

Ch,atra, Serampore. 

.Medical Practitioner, 42, Ram Kamal Street, 
Kidderpur, Calcutta 

3/B, Shamsagar Street, Calcutta. 

ZemindarJ 7 ~ Ganguliparah Lane, Paikparah. 

Landowner, Janai P. 0. Baksha, Dt. Hoogly. 

Merchant, 69, Dr. Durga Charan Banerjee 
• Road, Calcutta 

Vakil High Court, 5· Nepal Chandra Bhatta
charya's Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader & Land holder, Ghoramara P. 0. 
Rajshahi. 

Vakil High Court, 8, Haripal La~te, Corn
wallis •~quare East, Calcutta. 

4• Balaram Bose 1st Lane, B11Jowanipur, 
Calcutta • 
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423 Debendra Chandra Mullick, Esqr. 69; Serpentine Lane, Calcutta. 

424 Ramendra Mohan Mozumdar, Esqr. ... Vakil High Court, 29, Chaulpati Lane, 
Calcutta. 

425 N. Mukerjee, Esqr. M.A., B.L. 

426 Hem Chandra l!ozumdar, Esqr. 

427 Ashutosh Mitra, Esqr. B.L. 

428 Harendra Kumar Mittra, Esqr. B.L. 

429 Dr. J. N. Mozumder, M. D. L. M, r. s. 

430 B. L. Mitter. Esqr., M.A.B.L. 

431 J aladhi Mukerjee, Esqr ., 

432 Basantalal Murarka 

433 S. K. Mullick, Esqr. 

J34 N. Mukerjee, Esqr., B.A. 

·435 Mahim Chander Mitter, Esqr. 

·436 Hon. Mr. P. C. Mitter, c.I.E. 

·437 Krisnakumor Mttter, Esqr. 

438 Principal Herambachander Maitra 

·439 S. Mahboob Ally, Esqr. 

440 Priyanath Mullick, Esqr. 

441 Hon. Mr. Ambikacharan Mozumder ... 

442 l~on, Mr. Shibnarayan Mukerjee 

·443 Prof. S. C. Mukerjee 

444 Umes Chandra Maitra, Esqr. 

445 Rai Surendranath Mitra Bahadur 

446 Susil Madhab Mullick, Esqr. 

447 Srish Chandra Mukerjee, Esqr., 

448 J. N. Mukerjee, Esqr. 

449 R D. Mehta, Esqr. · 

450 Sudhansu Sekhar Mukerjee, Esqr. 

451 I Kumar Ma.nmatbanatb Mitter 

45a I Hon. &a; Mobend"' Chand<& Mh>a 
Bahadur 

453 lndu Pro kash Mitter, Esqr. 

454 I Sati•h Oand<a ~HtW, E"l•· 

455 Sarat Chandra Mitter, Esqr. 

Bar·at·Law. 6/r, D. N. Tagore Lane (East 
Gate) J orasanko, Calcutta. 

Barrister-at-Law, 3• Ray Street, Bhowanipur, 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, 61, College Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 36, Balaram Mozumder Street, 
Calcutta. 

203/1, Comwall.is Street, Calcutta. 

Advocate High Court 57, Chowringhee 
Road, Calcutta. 

Zeminder, 40. Lower Circular Road, Calcutta. 

Merchant, 2, Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta. 

Bar-at-Law, 3, Old Balligunge Road, Calcutta. 

1, Wellington Square, Calcutta. 

Broker, 7/3, Beadon Street, Calcutta. 

34/1, Elgin Road, Calcutta, Member, Bengal 
Legislative Council &: Vakil High Court. 

6, College Square. Calcutta, Editor, Sanji
bani. 

6 5. Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

r6o, Lower Circular Road, Calcutta. 

55, Chokrabaria Road, Calcutta. 

Faridpur. 

Landholder, Uttar Parah. 

Serampore. 

Ataikula, La!ore, Rajshabi. 

6, Roma Natb Mozumder Street, Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, Calcutta. 

76
1 

Chakrabaria Road, Cakutta. 

3oj1, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta. 

9, Rainy Park, Ballygunge, Calcutta. 

421 Ramkamal :Mukerjee Street, Kidderpur1 
Calcutta 

34, Shampukur Street, Calcutta. 

Hoogly. 

65/3. Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

44, Ram Kaota Bo~ Street, Calcutta. 

34t .Sbampukur Street, Calcutta. 
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456 Jatindranath l-Iukerjee, Esqr. ... 
457 Kumar Krisna Mitter, Esqr. 

458 Lalit Kishore ~litter, Esqr: 

459 Upendra 1\risna Mandai, Esqr. 

460 Sailendranath ~fitter, Esqr •. 

461 Satya Kinkar 1\-Iitra, Esqr., B.L. 

) 

J 
Addresses. 

I 98, Grey Street, Calcutta. 

14, Aheritola Street, Calcutta. 

C/o Raja of Jheria, Lower Circular Road 
Calcutta. ' 

So, Tollygunge Road. Calcutta. 

19, Bokulbagan Road, Bhowanipur, Calcutta_ 

Pleader, 65{4 College Street, Calcutta. 

462 Rabindramohan Mukerjee, Esqr.M.A.B.L; Pleader, 202, Bowbazar Street, Calcutta. 

463 Sudha Kanta Mukerjee, Esqr. B.L. Malanga Lane, Calcutta, 

Jnanendranath Mukerjee, Esqr., M.A.B.L. Pleader, 38, Parbati Charan Ghose's Lane,. 
Calcutta, 

470 

471 

472 

473 

474 

475 

476 

477 

Kunja Behari Mukerjee, Esqr., M.A.B.L. 

Surendra Nath Mozumdar, Esqr., M.A. 

J nanendranathMullick, Esqr., B.L. 

Ashut~sh Mitter, Esqr. 

Bankim Chandra }fukerjee, Esqr. 

Bipin Chandra Mullick, Esqr. 

Purnendu Nath Mitra, Esqr. 

:Surendra Nath Mitra, Esqr. 

.::iatis Chanra Mitter, Esqr. 

Upendra Nath Mutlick, Esqr. 

Kali Prosanna Mukerjee, Esqr. 

Nawab of Dacca 

Nawab Babadur of Murshidabad 

.... 

.... 

Pleader, Gossai Parah, Behala. 

Pleader, t8/x, Ghose Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 8, Holwell Lane, Calcutta. 

6x, College Street, Calcutta. 

63/B, Sankari Parah Road, Bhowanipurt. 
Calcutta. 

15, Srinath Das Lane, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

5, Ram Nath ,\fozumder Street, Calcutta. 

Calcutta . 

Calcutta. 

Serampore. 

Dacca. 

85, Park Street, Calcutta. 

478 The Hon. Maharaja Sir :t.faninclra Kasimbazar, Murshidabad. 
Chandra Nundi, K.C.I.E. of Kasim· 
hazar 

479 Dr. Puma Chandra Nandi, M.B. 

480 Khitish Chandra Neogi, Esqr. · 

481 Lt. K. C. Nag, M.B.E., B.A. 

482 Sber :\tall N~>.bata, Esqr. 

483 Dr. S. K. Nag,·M.D., L.M.s. 

484 Nirmal Kanta Nag. Esqr. 

485 Rev. B. A. Nag 

486 • J. A. Nag, Esqr. 

487 Nowab Serajul Islam 

488 Rai ~Ianilal Nahar Babadur 

489 Mati Chand Nakbat, Esqr. 

5· Marcus Square, Calcutta. 

Vakil High Court, 84/1, Amherst Street, 
Calcutta. 

Barrister-at-Law, Mymensingh. 

Merchant & Banker, 203, ;Harrison Road; 
Calcutta. · 

. .. · 62j2, Beadon Street, Calcutta.· 

Bar-at·Law, 48/r, l\Iirzapur Street, Calcutta. 

Students Hall, College Square, Calcutta. 

, .. · no, Walter Road, Dacca. 

7, Golam So van Lane, Calcutta. 

5, Indian Mirror Street, Calcutta. 

Marble House, Calcutta, 
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490 I C. V, Naidu, Esqr. Calc:."Utt.a. 

491 Panchi Ram Nahata, Esqr. :Merchant, 177, Harrison Road. 

492 Satis Chandra Pal Chowdhury, Esqr. .•• Calcutta. 

493 Mr. K. T. Paul Calcutta. 

494 Mrs. K. T. Paul Calcutta. 

495 Kesoram Podder, Esqr. 6, Kanoolals Lane, Calcutta. 

496 Hon'ble Rai Radba Charan Pal Bahadur 108, Baranasi Ghose Street, Calcutta. 

497 Govinda Chandra Pramanik, Esq. 

498 .Sudhamay Pramanik, Esq. B. L. 

499 Profullamoy Pramanik, Esq. B. Sc. 

soo Sanat Kumar Pal, Esq. 

501 Narendra Chandra Pal, Esq. 

502 Prankrisna Pal Esq. 

503 Tarakeswar Pal Choudhury, Esq. 

504 Mahendra Lal Pal Choudhury, Esq. 

sos Mani Lal Payne, Esq. 

so6 Bhudhar Pramanik, Esq. 

507 Manila! M. Patil, Esq. 

so8 Sasadhar Pramanik, Esq. B. A. 

509 Gopeswar Pal, Esq. B. L. 

510 Kalipada Pal Esq. 

511 Hon'ble Rai Sitanath Roy Bahadur 

su Rai Janakinath Ray Bahadur 

513 Raja Manmatha Nath Roy Choudhury 
F R. S, A. ; F. R. c. I. of Santosh ..• 

514 Ananda Chandra Roy, Esq. 

515 P C. Roy, Esq 

SI6 Gati Krishna Roy, Esq. B. L, 

517 Beharilal Roy Choudhury Esq. 

518 Dinendra Nath Roy Choudhury, Esq. 

519 Muralidhar Roy, Esq. 

szo Susil Kumar Roy, Esq. 

29. 1\Iansatala Lane, Kidderpore, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 29, :Mansatola Lane, Kidderpur, 
Calcutta. 

29, J\lansatola Lane, Kidderpur, Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 30, Shibpukur Road, 
Shibpur, Howrah. 

Vakil, High Court, IJ·I. Chakrabaria Road, 
South, Bhowanipore. 

Honorary Magistrate, Budge-Budge-Bench, 
Merchant, Budge-Budge. 

Vakil, High Court, 1o6, Upper Circular 
Road, Calcutta. 

z. Guruprosad Roy Street, Calcutta. 

Solicitor, 6, Old Post Office Street, Calcutta. 

:Merchant, 282, Upper Chitpore Road. 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, 282, Upper Chitpur Roarl, Calcutta. 

Pleader, z. Sovaram Bysack Lane, Calcutta. 

Pal's Lodge, Ranaghat, Nadia. 

Member, Imperial Legislative Council, Zemin· 
der & Banker, ~ovabazar, Calcutta. 

Zeminder & Banker. Sovabazar, Calcutta. 

Zeminder, Santosh House, 3 Alipur Road. 

Roy House, Dacca. 

Secretary, Bengal Social Club, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Sarvamangala Ghat, Burdwan. 

Landholder and ~Ierchant, 11, Balaram 
Ghose Street, Calcutta. 

Zeminder and Banker-89, Sovabazar Street, 
Calcutta. 

Zeminder and Banker, t6, Banamali Sircar 
Street, Calcutta. 

• Zem:nder and Banker, 103, SO\•abazar Street, 
Calcutta. 
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szr 'B B. Ray, Esq. 

522 Raimohan Rai Choudhury,, Esq. 

523 B. K. Roy Choudhury, Esq. 

5 24 Rebati Mohan Roy Choudhury Esqr, 

Zeminder and ·Banker. 103, Sovabazat; Street, 
Calcutta. 

Zeminder a~d Banker, 37, Sov~bazar Street, 
· Calcutta. · · . 

Zeminder and Banker, 1/t, Baroaritola Lane, 
Hatkbola Calcutta. 

Zeminder and Banker, 37·1, Sovabazar Str~et, 
Calcutta. . 

Harendra Kumar Roy Choudhury, Esq.' Zeminder and Banker, 88, Sovabazar Street, 
Calcutta. 

326 Trikamdas Rowji, Esq. 

527 G. P. Roy, Esq. 

528 Anath Bandhu Roy, Esq. B. L. 

529 Jitendra Nath Guha Roy, Esq. B. L. 

530 Krishna Das Roy, Esq. 

Merchant~ 84: Upper Chitpur Road, Calcutta. 

Barrister-at-law, Zeminder and Banker, 103, 
· Sovabazar Street, Calcutta. 

Pieader, Kisboregunj, Mymensingh. 

20, :Madan Pal Lane, Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

Kavirajpur, P. 0. and Dist. Faridpur.~ 

531 Prosanna Kumar Raha, Esq. B. L. , .. I Commissioner, E. B. Municipality, Makdam-
l pur, Maldah. · 

533 

534 

535 

536 

537 

538 

539 

540 

541 

542 

543 

544 

545 

546 

547 

548 

549 

sso 
SSI 

I 
Kumar Ramani Kanta Roy, Esq. B. A,. Chougram, Rajshahi. 

Kedar Nath Roy, Esq. 

Kumar Hariprosad Roy 

Ganpat Roy Esq. 

~fanindra Kumar Roy Choudhury 

Hon'ble Mr. Surendra Nath Roy, M •. A. 
B. L, 

Kaisari Singh Roy, Esq. M.A. B. L. 

Kshitipati Roy, Esq. 

Nagendra Nath Rakhit Esq. 

Dhirendra Chandra Roy, Esq. 

Gosta Behari Roy, Esq. 

Subodh Chandra Roy, Esq. 

D. N. Roy, Esq. 

Brojoballav Roy Choudhury, Esq. 

Ksbemada Kinkar Roy, Esqr. 

Susil Kumar Roy Choudhury, Esqr .• .'. 

Narendranath Roy, Esqr. 

Kaviraj Nani Gopal Roy. 

Jadunath Roy, Esqr. 

J ogendranath Roy, Esqr. 

Merchant, 7, Abhoy Charan Mitter's ~treet, 
Calcutta. 

Posta Raj Bati, Calcutta. 

Merchant, n3, Manabar Das Katra, Cal
cutta. 

Pleader, Tipperah. 

Lawyer, Behala. 

Vakil, Cbarpur, Hoogly. 

Landholder. Uttarparab, Hoogly. 

Merchant and Mechanical Engineer, u, Clive 
· Street, Calcutta. 

Vice-Chairman, Dacca Municipality, Zemin
der and Banker, Roy House, Dacca. 

Zeminder, Baliati. 

57, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 49/IB, Harish Mukerji 
Road, Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

:.\ferchant & Bankers, Bhagyakul, Dacca. 

7, Ultadanga Lane, Calcutta. 

Banker & ;\lerchant, Bhagyakul, Dacca. 

Banker & Merchant, Bbagyakul, Dacca. 



( 19. ) 

Serial No. Namea. . AddreMea. 

552 Dr. D. N. Roy, M.D., L.S.A. 6zfz, Beadon Street, Calcutta. · '. 

553 Dr. J nanendra Mohan Roy. Medical Practitioner & Zeminder, 1, Dalim· 
tolla Lane, Calcutta. 

554 Ashutosh Roy, Esqr., B.t. Pleader, Tangail, )!ymensiogh. 

555 Satyendra Nath Roy, Esqr. Vakil, High Court, Bebala, 24 Pargaoas. 

556 Hakim Habibur Rahamnn. Dacca. 

557 N a wah A. F. 'M. Abdur Rahaman ... Taltola. 

558 The Hon'ble Mr. Bhabendra Chandra. 6, Short Street, Calcutta. 
Roy, 

559 Jitendra Nath Roy. Esqr. Zemiudar of Narail, Cossipur. 

560 The Hon'ble Mr. Abdur Rahim, 92, Ripon Street, Calcutta. 

.561 MesRrs Sukdeo Das Ramprasad, 2-2, Cross Street, Calcutta. 

562 Messrs Baldeo Das Rameswar, Calcutta. 

.563 Girija Prosanna Roy, Esqr . ... Vakil, High Uourt, Bally, (Hoogly). 

564 Harendralal Roy, Esqr. First ·Class Kaisar-1-Hiodi Goldmedalist>, 
Zemiuder and Banker, 53/A, Sova,• 
hazar Street, Calcutta. 

565 Prithwis Chandra Roy, Esqr. 39, Creek Row, Calcutta. 

566 J. N. Roy, Esqr. Bar-at:law, 2, Alipur Lane. 

561 N~baran Chandra Roy, Esqr. 43, Pataldanga Street. Calcutta. 

568 Gouri Sankar Ruia, Esqr. Cj o Mr. J. N. Bo"lu, 6, Old Post Office 
Street, Calcutta. . 

.569 Tarit Bhusan Roy, Esqr • 8-2, Hastings Street, Calcutta.· 

.570 Nripendranarayan !toy, Esqr • 16, Banamali Sarkar Street, Calcutta. 

571 Umagati Roy, Esqr. Jalpaiguri. 

.572 Rai Babadur Biswambar Roy, li,B.E. Krishangar, Nadia. • 

573 Khitish Chandra. Roy, Esqr~ Pleader, Mymensingb. 

.574 Raja Promadanatb Roy of Digbapa.tia Lower Circular Road, Calcutta. 

575 Janakin~th Roy C:houdhury, Esqr .... 89, Sovabazar Street, Calcutta. Zeminder 
and Banker. 

576 Bonwarilal Roy, Esqr. Kripanath Lane, Calcutta.. 

.577 Khagendra Bhusan Roy, Esqr . 21, Beadon Street, Calcutta. 

578 Kumar Promathanath Roy I Zemiuder 53-IS Sovabazar Street, Calcutta. 

Hon'ble Mr. Amiuer Rahamau 
I 

579 I Member, B"ngal Legi~lative Council, 21, 
Theatre Road, Calcutta. 

.580 Kedaruath Roy, Esqr . 7, Abboy Chandra ::\fitter Street, Calcutta.. 

581 Surendrakrisua Roy, Esqr. 17, BauanJali Sircar Street, Cdcutta. 

582 Haladhar Roy, EEqr. :!2, Bauamali Sitcar Street, Calcutta. 
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583 K. C. Ray, Esqr. .... Journalist, Sim.la. 

584 

585 

586 

Mahim Chandra Roy, Esqr., :B.L ..... 

Sachindra Nath Roy, Esqr., B.L. .. ::·· 

Subodb Chandra Roy, Esqr. 

Pleader, Brindaban Pal Lane, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 24-1, Kristoram Bose Street~>
Calcutta. 

57, Lansdowne Road, Calcutta. 

587 Kaviraj Sudhindra Nath Sen. Calcutta. 

588 Harendra Sil, Esqr. Calcutta. 

589 Raja Bejoy Sin~h Dudhoria, 6 and 7 Camac Stt·eet, Calcutta. 

=>90 A M S I ·· E Calcutta. ... . . a eJI, sqr. 

591 Kumar Manindra Chaudra Singha Paikpara, Calcutta. 
M.B.E, 

592 Hon'ble Kumar Arun,Chandra Singha Zeminder, 1, Harrington Street, Calcutta~ 

593 Hou'ble Aroon Sinha. 

594 Maharaja Kumar Bhupeadra 
Narayan Singh 

595 Hon·ble Sir Nilratan Sircar 

Bar·at·law, 17 Elysium Row, Calcutta. 

N ashipur, Mut·sbidabad. 

61, Harrison Road. 

596 Rai Baikunthanath Sen Bahadur,c.I.E. Berharnpur. 

597 Hon'ble 'sir Devaprosad Sarvadhikary 20, Suri Lane, Calcutta. 

598 

599 

600 

601 

602 

603 

604 

605 

606 

K. D. Sarker, Esqr. 

Nirmnl Chandra Sircar, Esqr. 

'l'al'aknath Sen, Esqr., B.A. 

Kaviraj Bisw~swar Prosanna Sen:: .. 

Jamini Ka~ta Sircar, Esqr. 

Harendra Krisna Sil1 Esqr. 

Nagendranath Sadhu, Esqr. 

Atul Krisna Sina, Esqr. 

Jatinllranatb Sen, Esqr. 

607 S. K. Sen, Esqr., :B.A. (Cantab) 

608 

609 

Dr. Surendranath Sen 

B.an Behari Sarkar, Esqr., M.A.B.L .... 

. 610 Kaviraj Jatindra Nath Sen 

Member Birbhum Distl'ict Board, Chair-· 
man, Union Committee, Secretary 
Co-operative Bank and Dispensary 
Committee Nalhoti, Member S. B., 
Samaj, 69, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

Merchant, Kbagra, Mut·shidabad. 

10, Kumartooly Street, Calcutta. 

Solicitor, High Court, 21 Nilmani Mullik 
Lane, Howrah, 

Zemindet·, 83, Upper Chitpure Road,. 
Calcutta. 

Pleader, Choumatha, Chinsurab, Hugly. 

Pleader, Ramkristopur, Hawrah, 

83, Beadon Streeu, Calcutta. 

Barristel'-at-law, "Senhati Honse'' 4,. 
Alipur Road. 

Calcutta. 

Vakil, High Court, 65·1 Nebutala Lane, 
Calcutta . 

31, Prosauna Coomer Tagore Street, 
Calcutta. 
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Serial No. 

611 

612 

613 

614 

615 

616 

617 

618 

619 

620 

621 

622 

623 

624 

625 

626 

627 

628 

629 

630 

631 

632 

633 

634. 

635 

.. Names • 

Kishori Mohan Sen, Esqr. 

Rajmohan Sen, Esqr., B.L. 

Gopilal Sett, Esqr., 

) Chetnarayan Singh, Esqr. 

P. T. Sunkarlal, Esq r. 

N. C. Sircar, Esgr. ... 
N. N. Sircar Esqr. 

Sraman Purnananda Sthavir, Esqr .. 

Bahusruta Priyasita, Esqr. 1\LR.A.S. 

Profulla Chandra Sen, Esqr., M.A.B.L, 

Priya Ranjan Sen, Esqr., M.A. 

Niranjan Kumar Sen, Esqr., B,A; ., .. 

Nirmal Kumar Sen, Esqr. 

Khagendra N ath Sen, Esqr. 

'l'ilak Chand Snrana, Esqr. ... 
Satyaranjan Seu, Esqr., B.L. 

Satyendranath Sen, Esqr., B.A. 

J atindranath Sen, Esqr. 

Hemendrauath Sen, Esqr., B.L. ........ 

Hiralal Sanyal, Esqr., M.A.B.L. ... ,. .. 
Kiran Prosad Sarvadhikary, B.L. ... 
Giriudra Sircar, Esqr., :M.A,B.L, 

Major N, P. Sinha, UI.S. (Retd.) ••• 

J. L. Sen, Esqr. 

P. A. N. Sen, Esqr. 

I Pleader, Chakrabaria Road, Routh, 
Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Lallay, Murshidabad. 

Landholder, 55, Nimtolla Ghat Street, 
Calcutta. · 

Lar.dholder, 43, Bancharam Akrur Lane. 

Calcutta. 

9/3, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

9/3, Clive StreE-t, Calcutta. 

Budhist Priest and Lecturer of the 
Calcutta University. 

1, Budhist Temple Lane, Calcut.ra. 

Pleader, Mymensingb. 

Landown<>r, 16/A, Ramratau Bose Lano, 
·Calcutta. 

Solicitor,. 10, Baloram Gbose Street, 
Calcutta. 

Pleader and Landholder, Gorabazar, Ber• 
·hkmpur. 

27/1, Jhamapukur Street, Calcutta. 

Merchant, 156, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

Kuruimdra, (Hoogly). 

Hony. Presidency Magistrate autl Jnstice 
of Peace for the '!'own of valcutta. 
Editor, "Indian Mirror", Lawyer, 52, 
Indian Mirror Street, Calcutta. 

83, Beadon Street, Culcutta, 

Vakil. High Court, 76, Masjidbari Street, 
Calcutta. 

Vakil, -High .court, 43, Harriaun Road. 

Vakil, 70, Sankaritola La11e, Calcutta.. 

Vakil; High Court, 22, Ripon Lane, 
Calcutta. 

Calcutta Club, Calcutta. 

35/1/A, Chakra.baria Road North, Calcutta. 

Missionary, C. M.S. 33fl, Amherst Street, 
Calcutta. . 

636 J yotsnaoath Sikdar, Esqr. 

637 Satis Chandra Sen, Esqr. 

..... Merchant, !2, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

638 Jibandban Sen, Esqr. 

LandownE'r, 6, Old Post Office Street, 
Calcutta, 

U, RaLAkanta Bose Street, Calcutta. 



Serial No. 

639 

640 

641 

642 

648 

644 

645 

·. 646 

647 

648 

. 649 

650 

{)51 

ii52 

653 

65-J.. 

6b5 

656 

{)57 

-658 

4359 

{i6Q 

661 

662 

663 

664 

(l65 

666 

667 

668 
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Names. 

Bepiukrisoa Sirca1·, Esqr. 

Subodbkrisna Sircar, Esqr. 

Jagadish Chandra Sen, Esqr. 

Ananga Mohan Saba, Esqr., B.L. 

Mukulldalal Sikdar, Esqr. 

Abdul Sobhau, Esqr. 

Satis Chandra Sen, E•qr. 

Satis Chandra Sen, Esqr., B.L. 

Rai 'l'araknath Sadhu Bahadur 

Rishindrauath Sarcar, E~qr. 

Suresh Chandra Sanyal, Esqr • 

Sailendra Nath Sen, Esqr. 

Sachiudra Nath Sen, Esqr. 

Addresses. 

18Jl, Nayao Chand Dutt Street, Calcutta.. 

18/1, Nayan Chand Dutt Street, Calcutta. 

Merchant, Gandaria, Dacca. 

Civil Engineer, 87, Maniktola Street, 
· Calcutta. 

Merchant, 4, Nandar~m Sen Street, 
Oalcutta. 

•.. Merchant, Rahamatganj, Dacca. 

... 
. 

44, Ram Kanta Bose Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, Dacca. 

Vakil, Police Court, Calcutta. 

20, Saukaritola East, Entally, Calcutta. 

••• 74/2. 1\ia~id Bari Street, Calcutta. 

44, Ram Kanta. Bose Street, Calcutt8.. 

Public Accountant, 27/1, Ifuria Pukur 
Street, Calcutta. 

Dr. S K. St'n, M.D , L.R.C.P., L.R.c.s. Hony. Secretary. Burdwan District Asso· 
(Edin.) L.R.F.P,S, (Glas). 

Birendra Nath Sen 

Ram Chandra Sett, E-qr. B,L, 

. Kishori L~ll Sharma, E!>qr, 

Dwijenora Nath Sarrar, Esqr. 

. Bepin Bebari Sinha, Esqr. B.L. 

Ahi Bhusan Shawa, Esqr. 

Rai J\ unja. J ... al Sing 

Dasarathi Shome, Esqr, B.A. 

Armada Charan Sen, Esqr. B.A. . ~. 
Jogendra Moh:m Singh, Esqr., B.L. 

N. N. Sircar, Es1r. 

Lt.-Col. Dr. S. P. Sarbadhicary, C.I.E. 

B. N. Sarcar, Esqr. 

Priya Nath Sen, Esqr. 

Rev, Hem Chandra Sircar .,.. 
Manmatha Nath Sen, Esqr. 

cia.Liou, Burdwan,. · 

44, Ramkanta Bose Street, Calcutta. 

Pleader, 153, Balaram De Street, Calcutta, 

201~, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

~3/B, Shambazar Street, Calcutta.. 

Serampore. 

Merchant, 4, Brojendra Narayan Street, 
Calcutta. 

Zeroinder, 23/4, Ray Bagan Street, 
Calcntta. 

35/A, Simla Street, Calcutta. 

102, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 

J;lleader, Sankrail, Bowrah. 

Bar-at-law, 36/1, Elgin Road, Calcutta. 

79/1~ Amher~t Street, Calcutta. 

Merchant, 4, AYckland Square. 

Editor, 'The Herald' Dacca. 

Calcutta. 

Attorney-at-law 7, Old Post Office Street, 
Calcutta. 

669 Kanak Savapati, Esqr. ... Tinnevelly, Calcutta. 
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Serial No. Name&. 

670 I Sures Chandra Sircar, Esqr, 

671 Hon'ble Dr. A. Shurawardy 

672 Man Mohan Sarcar, Esqr. 

678 Priyanath Sen, Esqr. 

P. N. Sen, Esqr. Solicitor 

675 S. N. Sircar, Esq~. 

676 Man Mohan Sen, Esqr. 

31, South Read, Entally, Calcutta. 

56, Mirzapur Street, Calcutta. 

Landholder & Merchant, 93B, Shambazar 
Street, Calcutta. 

44, Ram Kanta .Buse Street, Calcutta. 

u,. 54, Ram K~nta Bose Street, Calcutta. 

9-3, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

Calcutta. 

677 Khan .Bahadnr Abdus Salam ... 27, Elliot Lane, Calcutta. 

678 Man Mohan Sircar, Esqr. 4; Raja Brojendra Narayan Street, 
Calcutta. 

~79 Mani Lal Sen, E~qr. 

680 Hasin Ibrahim Salaji 

44, Ram Kanta BPse Street, Calcutta. 

1, Amratolla Lane, Calcutta. · 

681 Rai Kumar Singh, Esqr, ·.. 162, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

·682 Raj Kumar Singh, Et<qr. ·• 152, Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

1383 Har Govind Sivashvua, Esqr. ... Calcutta. 

-6841 Multan Chand Srivatsa Calcutta. 

685 Susil Krisna Sarkar, Esqr. M.A. .:. 35·6 Gulu Ostag11r Lane, Calcutta. 

686 Nares Chandra Sanyal, Esqr. B,.A. 2, Sikdar Bagan Street, Calcutta. 

687 Debendra Sa.nkar Sen Gupta, Esqt•, 1, Zarilb Laue, Beadou Square. 

688 Maharaja Sir Prodyot Kumar 'l'agore Tagore Cast)~, Calcutta. 

689 

690 

691 

69J 

693 

6941 

695 

696 

Profulla Tagore, Esqr. . .. 

Ramendra Natb Tagore, Esqr, . ••• 

Mongtulal Tapuria, E8qr. • .. 

1, Dn•·panarayan Tagore Street. 

8, Barish MukerJee Road, Bhowauipur, 
Calcutta. 

Merchant & Landowner, 42-1, Strand 
· Road, Calcutta. 

Province-BOMBAY. 

Dadyba H. Bilhmosia, Esqr. Sh,.re & Rtuck Broker, West View,. 
Middle House Road, Bombay, 

K. R Bilimoria, Esqr. Fort Bombay. 

Rahimtulla Karimbboy, Esr4r. 137, E,;plaunde Road. 

D. M. Captain, E-qr. 1, Corporatiou Street, Merchant. 

Gopal Krishna Dendbar, E~qr. M.A.. S.-raior Member, Bombav Branch 
Ctt.y. • I 

Poona 

697 Jagonnath Raghunath Ghnrpuree. V ~tkil High Court, Girgaon, Bombay. 
B.A., L.L.B. • • • I . 
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Serial No. Names. 

698 ! Coyajee Jehanjee, Esqr. 

699 , Rasik Lal Rattal Mehta Esqr. 
. . 

Addresses. 

... M~rchant, Sea Road, Bombay. 

... 402, Upper Chi.tpore Road. 

700 1 Chuuilal D. Mehta, Esqr. B.A., L.L~lJ· Vakil, High Court, 5, Bhaskar Lane,.. 
! Bombay. 

_701 Chhotalal K. Mehta, Esqr, ••• Jeweller, ~3, Banstolla Street, Calcutta: 

703 Thakorlal K. Mehta, Esqr .. Diamond Merchant, 402, Upper Chitpur 
Road. · · ·' 

703 The Hon. Mr; Gokuldas K .. Parekh, Vakil High Court, Rombay. 
B.A., L.LB. 

704 Monilal. M. Patel, Esqr. Mill Store Merchant. 

705 Ardeshia Rustomjee, Bilimoria, Esqr. Merchant, Bombay, Excelsior Theatre. 

706 Amritalal Vitaldas 'l'hakur, Esqr. 

707 R N. Vevaina, Esqr. 

708 T. A. Kulkarmi, Esqr. 

709 D. V. Am~ekur, Esqr. 

·710 C. S. D'eob 

711 V. R. Gupta Esqr. _ 

712 . A. V. Thakkar, Esqr. 

713 . Rao Bahadur Raman Vasi Mahipat-
ram Nilkant, B.A., L.L.B. 

7141 Sir Dinshaw Wacha 

715 N. F. Kanssy, Esqr. 

716 M. B. Dadabhoy Esqr. ' ... 
717 D. G. Dalvi, Esqr. 

718 Gajnnan Gupte, Esqr. 

Member, Servant of India Society, 
Bombay, Jamsbedpur. 

1, Corporation Street, Calcutta. 

B~mbay. 

" 
O,irgaon, Bombay. 

,, 
Vakil, High Court, Member, BombaY 

Legislati \'e Council, Oliphant Road, 
Ahmedabad. 

Bombay. 

Chinoz ~Iansions, Colaba. 

;Bombay. 

Bombay. 

Baroda. 

Province-MADRAS. 

719 Sir P, S. Sivaswami Aiyer, K.C,S.I. 
C.I.E. 

720 K. V. Ahrabam 

721 N. Sobha Rao, Esqr. 

722 C. P. Rameswami Aiyer, Esqr, 

723 Raja Mimrlry, Esqt·. 

724 Md. V almulla Badsha Shahib, Es.qr. 

Late Member, Madras Executive Cauncil, 
1Sudharma' Elliot Road, Mylapore. 
Madras 

83·1, Amherst Street, Calcu.tta 

Grove Cathedral, Vakil · High Court, 
Madras. 

Merchant, 13, Rundalls Road, 'v atey, 
Madras. 
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Serial No. Names. 

725 Dewan Bahadur L. A. Guriodar· 
ghutye. 

726 Madhusudhan Pani Gralu, Esqr. 

72'1 Hon. Mr. Madhova Roja. 

728 C. Babu Rao, E~qr. 

729 K. R. Guruswami Aiyer, Esqr. 

730 T.V. Rammurti, Esqr. B.A. 

7Sl M. N. Krishna Murti Puntula, Esqr. 

732 T. R. Venkatarama. Sasti, B.A .. B.L. 

) 

Addresses. 

Vakil High Court, Berampore, Ganj:un, 

Cali cut. 

Merchant, 10, Shingers Street, Geogetha. 

New Place, Yylapore, Madras. 

Merchnt. 

Vakil, High Court, New Place, J\lylapore, 
.Madras. 

733 A. Rangaswami Aingyar, Esqr, B.A. Vakil, Sh·agauga. 
B.L. 

734 Dewan Bahadur M. Ram Ch. Rao. 

735 

736 

737 

738 

739 

Moulana. A bas Salam Shahib. 

P. L. Uarsiwham, B.A., B.L. 

C. 0. Vergbese, Esqr. 

Hon. Mr. V. S. Srinivasam, 

I 
1 C. T. \" et·gese, Esq r. 

740 Hon. Mr. Namsingha Raju. 

7 41 A. K. Vareghese, E sqr 

742 G. A. Natesan, Esqr. 

743 Hon. ~Ir. Venkatapatti Raju. 

74to G. K. Rao, E8qr. 

7 45 C. L. Narayana Sastri, 1\U., B.L. -· 

746 M. V. Krishna Rao, Esqr. 

747 Proboda Labhi Narasingha 
Patru, B.A.B. 

748 N. Jaga Rao, Esqr. 

7 49 K. A. Viraraghab Chariar, Esqr. 

750 Vaidynratna Pa.odit Gopal Charu ... 

751 M. V. Cbalamaia, Esqr. 

752 G. Guruswami Sastri, B.A.,B.L, 

753 S. B. Ratb, Esqr. 

7541 A. Ramel!nvami Ainger, Esqr. 

755 N. Joggorao Naidu, Esqr. 

Hony. Secy. The U. P. Muslim League 
and Merchant. 

Vakil High Court, Madras. 

. 83-1, Amherst Street. 

Member, Imperial Legislative Council. 
Madra!.', 

83/1, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 

S3fl, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 

George Town, Madras. 

Madra8. 

, 
,, 

, 

,, 

,. 

,. 

Vice Chairman, Municipal Council, aod 
the Editor of "Asa." 
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'Serial No. Names. I Addresses. 

7.56 C. V. Naidu 

-~1-

· · · 56, 57, .Malanga Lane, Calcutta, 

757 :M. S. Panigrahi, Esqr., BA.. 

758 Almaknrn Appola Narasyya Cheti, 
Esqr. 

759 0. V. Jogornath Sastri, Esqr. 

760 M, Chala Maya Chetty, Esqr., B.A. 

761 S. Mukunda1·aja Aiyanger, B.A.,B.L. 

762 N. Sovarao Pantulu, Esqr, 

763 Krishna Rao, Esqr. 

764 M. N. Sivayya, Esqr. 

765 Hon. Mr. B. Venhelapatury 

766 Arjun Panigrahi, Esqr. . .. 
'167 Jngornlltha Panigrahi, Esqr, 

768 Guruswami Sastri, Es1r. 

7G9 Rao Bahadur .Amnuolai Chettiar 

770 Ram Kri~hna Singh Deo, .E~qr. 

771 Rao Bahadur C. S. Subrahmaniam 

772 Brunaban Chandra Padhi, Esqr, ... 

773 M. G. Mukndnranga Ayanger, Esqr. 

77 4- Dewan Bahndur T. Disi Kachari 

775 C. V. Waisanany, Esqr. · 

?76 C. L. Narnyau Sastl'i, Esqr., 

777 M, Kalanthai Kela,. Esqr. 

778 R. St~ryanarayan Rao, B.A. 

779 A. P. Patro 

780 Rai Shaheb V. Ramamurtti, Esqr.,B.A 

781 R. T. Ayenger, Esqr. 

782 V. T. Ayenger, Esqr. 

783 Se~hagir Rao, Esqr. 

784 K. Sriniva11 AyaRgar, Esqr. 

~35 I N. V. Sarma-, Esqr, 

786 Hon'ble Rai Be~hadur Garad 

787 ]'. M. Sttraprakasa Rao, Egqr. 

788 Mr. Jamsedji 

'i't:19 Mr. Umasinham 

Vakil High Court. 

Pleader, 

Municipal Councellor, 

Vakil, Berampur, Gaujam. 

Pithapuram. 

Madras. 

V ala pad, Madars. 

Dhulia, Madras. 

Ell ore. 

Ban galore. 

Madras. 



Serial No. 

790 

791 

792 

793 

7941 

795 

796 

797 

798 

799 

800 

801 

802 

803 

SO .f. 

805 

806 

807 

808 

809 

810 

811 

812 

SlS 
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Names. Addresses. 

Vengail K. Krishna Nyandr Esqr. Cannaodre. 

A. S. Krishna Rao, Esqr. Nellore. 

Mou lana Akra.m Madras. 

H. Suryanarayana Naidu Esqr, B.L. Chicacole. 

I C. Selvaraju Esqr. Madras. 

T. V. R~mamurti, E~qr. ,, 
'J', R. V. Sastri, Esqr. , 
Ram Chandra Rao, E>qr. , 

Jagaonath Rajmanth Esqr. 
" 

Amritlal Rajmanth E~qr, , 

BEHAR & ORISSA 

Sayed Abdu Aziz, Escl• 

Pandit Blmbaneswar Misra 

Anant Prosad, Esqr., B.L. 

Amhil~a Prosad Upadhoyoy, Esqr., 
M.A.B.L, 

Bar·at.}aw, Bcmkipur, Patna, 

Pleader, Mitratola, Datbbaoga. 

Fleader, Bhikhaopore, Bhagalpore, 

Vakil, High Court, Patna. 

The Hou'ble Mr. Adit Prosad Sinha Mem"er, Bt:"hnr & Ori~sa Legislative . 

i Sheo Puj i!.D Roy, Esqr., M.A. ... 
S. M. Zehya, Esqr. 

Ram Paricham Singh, Esqr. 

Sachinath Ghosh, Es•Jr. 

Maharajah of Darbhanga 

Bojrang Behari, E,qr. 

Rai Janaki Nath D;)se, Bahadur, 

Kalipada Ghosh, E"qr. 

Cmmcil, Zemiuder, Village La1i, P. 0. 
Kurthagaya. · 

Zeminder, Village Jasa, P. 0. Boxer, 
E. I. Ry. 

Bar-nt-law, Chairman L. B. Fellow Patna 
University. 

Zeminder, Dharhara, Sarai P. 0. Muzaffar· 
pur. 

Station Road, Bhagalpnr. 

Darbhanga. 

Darbhapga. 

Cuttack. 

Ran chi. 

BERAR 

Rai Shahib Keshnv~~o Wamnn 
Brahmo, K.A., L.L.B. 

: Ram Krisna Joyant, E~qr., B.A., 
L.L.B. ll.B.l!: l 

Pleader, Vice Chairman, District Board. 

Pleadtr, M••ltekdi Road, Amraoti. 

• 
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Serial No. Names. Addrea~es. 

815 V. '1'. Deshpande Esqr., 

816 V. R. :Muadle, Esqr. 

817 Rao Bahadur R. G • .M undle 

818 S. N. Bhalchandra E~l}r· 

819 Mr. Gadgi 

820 Mrs. Gadgi 

821 Rao Bahadur R. N. Mndholkar Amraoti. · · 

822 G. N. Shahasrabardhan E~q_r. Ellichpur. 

823 Motiram Tukaram Wankhade Esqr. Karazgadn, ~mraoti. 

CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

824 Hon'ble Sir G. M. Chitoavis, K T. 

825 S. N, Bose, Esqr., B.A., L.t.B. 

826 S .. C. ~ose1 Esqr. 

827 Rai Nritya Gopal Bose Bahadur, 
M.A.B.L. 

828 Nagendranath Bose, Esqr. M.A., 
M.RA.S. (Lond.) 

829 Rai ~ahadm· D. N. Choudhury, B.L. 

830 H. N. Choudhury, .Esqr., BL., L.L.B. 

831 ·R.N. Gadkari, Esqr. 

832 Kashanath Rao Paudey
1 

Esqr. 

838 A. K. Sanyal, Esqr. 

8341 N. A. Dravid, Esqr., M.A. 

835 Sir Bepin Krishna Bose 

836 Rai Bahadur N. N. De 

837 Mr. Rodrigues 

838 Dr. De Monte ··' 

Landlord, Nagpu~. 

Pleader, Raipur. 

Raipur. 

Pleader, Narshingpur. 

Barister-nt-law, 85/1 Grey Street, Calcutta 

President Raipur Municipality. Member 
District Council. Pleader and Land· 
·holder, Raypur. 

Pleader1 Raipur. 

Landholder, Mahal, Nagpttr. 

Landholder, and Contractor, Nagpur. 

Raipur. 

Servant of India Society, Journalist Cra
ddock town, N agpur 

Nagpur . 
• 

Bilaspur. 

Yeutmal. 

Sandre. 

THE UNITED PROVINCES. 

839 The Hon'ble Muoshi Narayan Prosad. Vakil High Court, George town, Alia· 
Asthana, M.A., L.L.B. ! habad. 

840 P. T. Sankar Lal Chaturveai, EEqr. Stock and share·hroker 18, Shih Thakur 
Lane, Barabazar. 
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I 

Serial No. N amet. i Addrsses. 
I 

841 The Hon'ble Mr. C. Y~ Chintamani I Editor, 'The leader/ l4A, South Road, 
Allahabad. 

842 

843 

8t5 

847 

848 

849 

850 

H. Gl.anshyam Das, E~qr. 

Rai Brojuarayau Gurtu, 1\I.A. 

Damodar Das Khandelwal, Es4r. 

Rai Krislwaji 

S N. Sundaresan, Esr]r. 

Raj Narayan Sukla, Esqr. M.A., L.L.B. 

Rara Govind SrivakM•a, Esqr., 
B.A., L.L.B. 

The Ron'ble Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru 
M.A., L.L.D. 

Dr. Surendranath Sen, M.A.,L.L.D. 

Bunker, Restogi Mol•:.tlla, Luckuow. 

r akil High Court aud Zeminder, 36, Kai· 
lash Mandir Cawupore. 

Laudholtler, 2 Han~pukur Laot', Calcutm. 

Phathak Rangildas, Bellares City. 

Jonrnali~t, l2;South Roatl, Al!ahabad. 

Lawyer, 25, Kutchery Road, Lukuo\v. 

Pleader, 30 Pi1jalil Road, Lucknow. 

Advocate, Allahabad High Court, 9 AlLert 
Ro!ld, Allahabad. 

Advocate, High Comt, Georgetown, 
Allahabad. 

851 Satyachandra .M uketjee, Esqr., M.A.B.L.I Ad\'ocate High Cnurt, Allahabad, 3 Elgin 
Road, Allahabad. 

852 L. Shehu, Esqr. Allahabad. 

8.53 Alfered Nundy, Esqr. Bar-at-law, Dehradun. 

854 Gouri Sankar Prosad, F.sqr. B.A.,J.,J •• B. Vakil High Court, lanrlbolder and trader, 
Bulaula, Benares City . 

855 Dr. Sova Ram, B.A., M.B., D.P.H. 

856 Bhupendt·anath Roy, Esqr. 

857 Bisweswarnath Srivastava Esqr., 
M.A., J,,LB. 

858 Pandit Venkatish Narayan Tewary, 
M.A. 

859 Baldeo Das Vya~a. Esqr., B.A. 

860 Guzarilal, E~qr. B.A., L.L.B. 

861 C. Shiblal, Esqr. 

862 Durga Prosad, Esqr. 

863 Lala S. Chimanlal, E~qr. 

8G4 Uhhotrylal Khetri, Esqr. 

865 Radhakanta Malaviya, E>qr. .. 
~61) Narasiug Per~had, Es'lr., ll. A. 

867 Rai Saheb S. P. Sauyal 

Hli8 Hou'ble Rai Bahadur Anand 
Swarup. 

. . 
Medical practitioner, Bulnnla, Benares 

City .. 

Benares Cant. 

Advocate, Judicial Comtnis>iioner's Court 
Golaganj, Lucknow. 

Member, ~ervant of India Soci~ty. 

Landlord, Hony. Secretary, Special 
Magistrate and Zemiuder, Chouk· 
hamba, Benares City. 

Vakil High Court, 3.5, Grorgetown, 
Allahabad. 

Agra. 

Ajmatgarh place, landhoJd .. r. 

Allahabad. 

Contractor, Mrizapnr. 

Allal,abad. 

Y akil, Gorakpur. 

Be nares. 

Cawnport-. 
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Slll'ial No. Names. .Addressee. 

869 Ram Raghubir, Esqr. 
j . 

Fyaabad:. 

870 Raja Rampal Singh, C.&l. Srigohan. 

DELHI. 

871 Nowab Mohamad Abdl!llla Khan Advocate ot Iudia, Foreign Editorll, Delhi. 
ofKesmadi 

872 K. C. Roy, Esqr. Journalist, Delhi. 

SIND H. 

873 D. G. Suchane, Esqr., L.E.E. Electrical En~ineer, Hyderabad. 

874 Rupchand Bilaram, Eeqr., B.A., L.L.B. Pleader, Buns Road, Karachi. 

~75 I C. L. Sanganaria,. Esqr. 

876 I V. T. Ayanger 

877 Munnalal, Esqr, 

R78 Lal Mohan Das, Esqr, 

879 Dwarka Das Doga 

S80 Gokul Das Bhattar 

8Sl Kedarnath Doga. 

882 I Ratan Ch,.nd Esq•.; "·•· 

RAJPUTANA. 

. ~·· \ Merchant, 3.3 Armenian Street, Calcutta. 

MY SORE.. 

9·2 Srinath Das Lane, l3owbuza.r, Calcutta. 

PU~JAB. 

103, Kheugrapatty, Calcutta. 

(. ~·· Amritasar. 

BJKANIR. 

: Banker, 72 Mano-har Das Street Calcl!lltta • 

.Banker, 14, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

Bal}ker, 401·7, Upper Chit pore Road. 

LAHORE. 

Printed by T. Das Gupta at the SANSKRI'll p·REss, 124/2/r, Manicktolla Street, Calcutta. 


