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INTRODUCTION

Commencement of Census Operations

- Once upon a time I used to wonder why the Census Orgamsatlon came mto bemg
nearly two years before the census and continued to linger for over two years after that. -
I even recall the ocoasmn ten years before when over a cup of hot coffee I had voiced
the suspicion to a group of friends that the census staﬂ were dehberately prolonging
the life of the Department for the sake of the allowances. It looks as though the Gods
decided to punish me for my facetiousness, for one bleak September morning in
1949 (Anno Domini), I found myself notified’ as the Census Commissioner for Mysore,

~

House-N umberin_é i

2. The very first item on the agenda, viz, house-numbering, proved that the
path of the Census Commissioner was not the autobahn I had thought it to be. Delhi
had decided that the old ephemeral census number should be replaced by a permanent
all-purpose number transcending the exigencies of the census. This number was to
stick to the house as long as it stood on its foundations and what was more it was to
be in such a systematic sequence that with the help of the-house-number alone even a
stranger could readily locate the house. The idea was so novel that;the field-staff
accustomed to move in the old groove, found it a little difficult to grasp the modus
operandi at first, and by the time something approaching. the specifications was even-
tually achieved; the Census Department had found itself r1cher by qulte a cart- load of
correspondence : . »

Constitution of Census Charges

3. Immediately after the completion of house- numbermg ‘the Sta.te was divided
into 227 Charges and each Charge was entrusted to the care of a Charge Superintendent,
Municipal Presidents being the Charge Superintendents of their respective towns and
Amildars being the Charge Superintendents of the rural areas of their respective Taluks.
The Cities were split up into a number of Charges, Bangalore Corporation into 17 Charges,
K. G. F. into 8 and Mysore City into 3 Charges. The Military areas and Samtary and -
Town-Boards were likewise constituted into separate Charges. '

vt

'\-\ .

Census Divisions and appointment of Enumeratwn Stajf A o DI

4. Before they grew many days old in their census des1gnat10ns these Charge ’
Superintendents had to undertake the preparation of House Lists for their respective
areas. When the lists were ready they were arranged in the natural or geographical
order of the Villages or Municipal Divisions and with reference to the landmarks indi: -
cated therein Circles and Blocks were constituted. Suitable persons of the respective
localities were then selected and assigned for Supervisory and Enumeration duties.
After formal ratification by the Census' Commissioner of the arrangements proposed |
by the Charge Superintendents, orders of appointment were issued to Supervisors and

1x



Enumerators. The 1,448 Supervisers ard 21,7¢4 Envmerators wko were thus appomted
went-through a gruelling course of training before they ticcped cut cn their respec-
tive ass1gnments : : :

Enumeration

5. These prehmmary arrangements ccopleted, the Eighth General Census was
taken in Mysore simultaneously with the rest of India between 9th February and 1st
March 1950 During these twenty days,each one of the 21 thousand and odd census-
takers, covered, on an average, 1.1 £q. miles of the State’s area and recorded the res-
ponses of roughly 420 persons within his beat, in respect of the following 14 questions:

1. Name and relationship to head of houschold
2. Nationality, Religion and Caste-—
‘ (a) Nationality (d) Religion (c) (‘aste—Specml Groups

3. . Civil Condition
4. Age
5. Birthplace
6. Displaced Persons
- 7. Mother-tongue
- 8. Bilingualism. ‘
9. Economic Status

(i) Dependency . (ii) Employment
10. Principal Means of Livelihood

11. Secondary Means of Livelihood
12. Literacy and Education

13. Unemployment

14. Sex

'6. Of these questions all but the 13th had been prescribed by the Government

. ‘of India while the Government of Mysore exercised their discretion in favour of in-

vestigating the incidence of unemployment in the State against Question 13. Inci-
dentally it might be mentioned that this questionnaire covers, with one exception
namely ‘fertility’, the entire list of topics recommended by the U.N.O. population
experts for adoption at all future censuses and in all countries.- The fertility question
has been replaced by Questions 6 and 13.

Final Check and Provmonal Totals

7. On the 1st of March 1951, the Enumerators went round their beats again and
brought their respective records up-to-date, cancelling entries relating to persons who
were no more at sunrise on that day and making fresh entries in respect of babies born
since their last visit. From the abstracts furnished by the Enumerators after the final
- check and with the help of the Circle Summaries prepared by the Supervisors, the
Charge Superintendents furnished provisional totals. By the evening of 6th March-
provisional figures for the entire State were available. The Registrar-General who
was on & visit to Bangalore at the time, personally checked the enumeration record by

X



visiting a few households in the Bangalore Corporation area; and -accorded :formal
authorization for the release of the provisional figures after hearing the explanations
of the Deputy Commissioners of Districts and Commissioners of City Municipalities.in -
regard to the increases registered by their respective areas. The figures were released -
to the Press on the morning of 10th March and a brochure entltled FlI‘bt Figures’ was
published a fortnight later. S

Sample Verification )

8. Shortly after the Census the Registsar-General formulated a scheme - to- ascértain-
scientifically through the investigation of a random sample of households the degree
of error inthe 1951 enumeration and its direction.. The scheme was -adopted under the
sponsorship of the Government of Mysore after incorporating what the Registrar- |
General was pleased to term as ‘procedural improvements’. A rev1ew of the Sample
Verification appears as Appendlx I at the end of this Volume: :

Iu’ccoqlutron of good work done by Field Stuﬂ' - .

9. The bample Venﬁcatlon amply corroboratcd my nnpresswn that the ﬁeld
staff had done a splendid job. They had been .conscripted for enumeration work and
most of them were obliged to take it in the stride of their even normally heavy duties.
That they performed their allotted tasks excellently and without any remuneration
speaks highly of their spirit of public service. Though only 3 Divisional Census Officers,
- 33 Charge Superintendents, 37 Supervisors and 170 Enumerators had been singled out
for the award of All-India Census Medals and Certificates, ev ery one of the ﬁeld orgam-
sation is entitled to my gratltude -

[
T abu’auon

10. The enumeration records obtained from the field were sorted for various
characteristics by a tabulation staff of nearly 400 and from.these sortings emerged
the 1951 crop of Census Tables which are exhibited in Part II of this Report. From
these Tables were constructed the Subsidiary Tables which appéar at the.end of this
Volume and the special statements which appear in the body of the Report. =~ . -

Spectal Features of the 1951 01)eratzons

11. The First Census of Free-India has w1tnessed 1evolut10nary changes In census
procedures and boasts of more novel features than any of the Pre-Independence counts.
Brief indications of the changes in tabulation are offered in the preface to Part II of
this Report. About two of them, however, I might make a passing reference here. R
The first is the shift in the emphasis from religion to economic for the first time in
census history and the second is the construction of all Age-Tables from a random 10
pm cent sample extracted from the enumeration slips, also for the first tlme |

12. While these are the notew 01thy changes, probably the most novel of the
novel features is the National Register of Citizens in which_ the ahswers to Census
questions have been faithfully transcribed to serve three main purposes namely (1) local
extraction of census mformatmn (i) as - a ‘frame’ for demoorraplnc and socio-economic

xi



enquiriés and (iii) maintenance of Electoral Rolls. Sample Verification of the Census

Count about 'Which reference has already been made was another novel feature. A

Census of Small Industrial Establishments was taken for the first time during the

present operations.and the results of this Census are embodied in Appendix III of this

Volume. The three Tables constituting this Appendix and villagewise details of Small

Industrial Establishments are being published separately in a companion volume to
the mam\ census publications. 1,

- 13. While these are the notable novelties of the 1951 Operations, even more notable
than these from the public point of view is the publication of District Handbooks.
These are being published in two parts for each district and the entire series is expected
to run into nearly 10,000 pages of demy quarto. The first part would exhibit the 1951
series of Census Tables for units lower than the district and would give an abstract of

_the main figures in respect of each village in the district. The second part is designed
to serve the purpose of a District Gazetteer and would give among other things nearly
200 facts in respect of every village in the district. Manuscripts of these Handbooks
have " already gone to Press and the first volume of the series is expected to be out
before‘the end of J une, the rest of the volumes following in quick succession.

The chort o A ‘

14. The various items of work described above kept me and my staff busy till

- almost the end of August 1952 and it was only in the first week of September 1952
that I was able to turn my attention to the drafting of the Report. I had expected
this work to be quite the simplest of my tasks. Actually it turned out to be the most

“difficult. Although I was not aware of it before, I can now say that no administrative
feat can be half as exa,ctmg as the drafting of the Census Report.

15. Some idea of the magnitude of the task can be had from a glance at the
footnotes appearing on the following pages. But even they tell only half the story or
less since they cover only a part of the number of books actually studied. Nor do they
offer any indication as to the strain involved in the study of census data. Not the
least of my difficulties was to make the Report interesting to the average reader. How
far I have succeeded in that attempt, the reader himself must judge.

16. Here and there in the Report, I have challenged the views of certain eminent
men., In doing so, I may have added a little more pepper to my language than the
targets of my criticism would find it to their taste. I take this opportunity of assuring
those individuals that no offence is really intended. It is hardly necessary to add that
the views expressed in the Report are absolutely my own.

Acknowl ed gments

17'. In the course of the Census Operations I have received help and assistance
from so many individuals and institutions that I can mention here only those to whom
I am particularly indebted.

xil



18. My first obligation is to the Government of Mysore for placing me in charge
of the 1951 Census Operations in Mysore. To Sri R. A. Gopalaswami, the All-India
Census Chief I cannot be sufficiently grateful for his constant help and guidance. My
thanks are also due to Sri Rajeswari Prasad, the Deputy Registrar General and Sri
D. Natarajan, the Assistant Census Commissioner who have been invariably helpful.
Sri P. N. Kaul, the Central Tabulation Officer has performed miracles of scrutiny and
I cannot imagine there is any Superintendent of Census.Operations who is not under
a deep debt of gratitude to this census sleuth.

19. The printing of the Repc')rt Volumes has thrown a heavy burden on the
already overworked Government Press. But the Director of Printiné and his staff
have cheerfully accepted the responsibility and have been doing their utmost to make
the Mysore publications outstanding for their quality. - Sris B. Krishnaswamy Chetty
and B. Gopala Iyengar till their retirement and Sri K. Sree Vijayapaliah till his
transfer to the Branch Press evinced interest in Census printing and Sri

D. S. Gurubasavappa the present Director has been devoting personal attentlon to this
work, ably assisted by his Assistants Sri M. A. Sri Rama and Sri B. P. Mallaraj Urs.
Sri C. Seetharama Setty, the General Supervisor who is in the immediate charge of
census composing has done a splendid job and to Sri M. Nanjappa, Supervisor of the
Photo-Zinco Section must go the credit for the excellent finish of the maps and -
diagrams appearing in the Report. I thank them all.

20. Owing to my other preoccupations, I could not devote whole-time attention
to Census work and inevitably therefore, my Assistants had to bear a heavier burden
than it would have otherwise been the case and this they bore cheerfully. My First
Assistant Sri M. A. 8. Rajan had no previous experience of the Census ; but he took to the
work as a duck takes to water and proved by his excellent work that want of previous
experience is not necessarily a handicap. He gave me extremely valuable assistance
till he left for Canada on a U.N.O. Fellowship in October 1952, just about the time
the drafting of the Report was taken on hand. With his intimate knowledge of censtis
work acquired through experience at the two previous censuses Sri'G. Nanjundiah,
my Second Assistant was a tower of strength to me and to the Department. Because
of this intimate knowledge, it was inevitable that the brunt of the work should devolve
on him. He was respensible among other things for the drafting of the Census Proce-
dure Code the Guides Circulars and preparation of the Special Tables. He succeede&
seeing the various census pubhcatlons through the Press It is to Sri Nan]undla.h
that the credit of having successfully completed all the stages of Census work in Mysore
should be reserved. There was no item of Census work in which he did not take a
- personal and intelligent interest at all stages. He has a rare knack of actually tucklng
up his sleeves and doing the thing in an emergency rather than leave it to his
understudy to do the job for him. He was provokingly patient to the faults of
the staff and to the ignorance of his-colleagues and above all he had to serve a hard
task-master. He did a splendid job and it would be no exaggeration to say that 1f any.
credit is due to me for census work in Mysore, he shares that honour with me,
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- 21._ 1 must not: forget. to place on record my appreciation of the excellent work

done by the members of my staff. For over two years now they have known no holidays
" and no orthodox hours of work. If they had had to be paid for overtime effort, I
do not imagine the Budget allotment of the Department would have stood the strain.
Though every one of them has done his best, four of them deserve special mention.
'Sris ‘N. 8. Gopalakrishna and G. Rama Rao.who by dint of their consistently hard and
‘excellent, work rose from the positions respectively of Supervisor and Compiler-Checker
" to that éf Tabulation Clerks have been of very great help to me in the preparation of
the various Tables and in the scrutiny of proofs. Sris U. V. Srinivasa Rao and M. A,
Parthasarathi, my stenographers have cheerfully coped with a volume of work which
ordinarily would have meant tight work for at least four. The former has been
attending in addition to his normal duties to accounts and proof-reading. To all of
them I offer my thanks. =~ -

J. B. MALLARADHYA,
Census Commissioner for Mysore.
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THE STATE

1. Every Census Report begins with the
geography and history of the area it covers.
The average reader perhaps wonders why all
these details should be inflicted upon him. To
him they are irrelevant and therefore out of
place in what is, or ought to be, a purely demo-
graphic study. Perhaps, too, he thinks that
these details are merely so much padding to
increase the bulk of the volume. If he thinks
so, i1t 13 not his fault. It would be our fault
if we do not tell him that history and geography
are really the parents of demography. If he
desires to know the child, he should obviously
try to know the parents also. As Dr. Mukerjee
very aptly says “the study of human numbers
should start with an examination of the relation-
ship between man and natural factors, resources
and possibilities, region by region”. “Sunlight,
temperature, humidity, rainfall and soil” he
adds “govern through agriculture and food
supply, the population balance and density.”
Let us, therefore, bow to his superior judgment
and begin at the beginning. -

SITUATION, AREA AND BOUNDARIES

2. The State of Mysore lies between 11—38’
and 15—2 north latitude and 74—42" and
78—36’ east longitude. It is surrounded by
the Madras State on all sides except on the north

and north-west where Bombay infringes on the

boundary. Bellary * and Anantapur are the
Madras Districts that mark its northern frontier,
while Cuddapah, North Arcot and Salem Districts
constitute its eastern boundary. Coimbatore,
Nilgiris and Malabar are the Madras Districts
that skirt the State’s southern frontier. South
Canara forms its western boundary and the
midget state of Coorg intervenes between South
Canara and Malabar on the south-west. The
Bombay Districts of Dharwar and North Canara
on the north and north-west complete the
geographical limits of Mysore. These boundaries
enclose an area of 29,489 sq. miles, according to
the latest computations. The greatest length,
east and west, is about 290 miles and north and
south about 230 miles. Mysore is a land-locked
state whose nearest point to the sea is about ten

* Since included in Mysore State,

miles opposite the minor port of Baydur on the
north-west. In general, the State preserves a
distance of 30 to 50 miles from the West Coast
while its eastern boundary at its nearest point
is not less than 120 miles from the eastern sea-
board. The southern extremity of the State is
nearly 250 miles from Cape Comorin. )

Praysicarn FEATURES

3. The form of Mysore is that of a triangle,
with the apex to the south, at the point where
the Western and Eastern Ghat ranges converge
into the group of the Nilgiris. Though usually
described as a table-land, Mysore is far from
presenting the even surface suggested by that
name. On the contrary, it presents a rugged
and uneven surface much broken up by chains
of rocky hills or lofty mountains and scoured at
every turn by deep ravines. There is probably
not a square mile of the whole surface that is
absolutely flat or level and the slope of the
ground ranges from 10 to 20 feet per mile in the
more level portions and as high as 60 to 80 feet

“elsewhere. The general elevation ranges from

about 2,000 feet above sea-level along the north
and south frontiers to about 3,000 feet alon
the central watershed. This watershed whic]

=g =]

‘separates the basin of the Krishna to the north

from that of the Cauvery to the south, divides
the country into two nearly equal parts.
Several chains of hills, ing chiefly north
and south sub-divide the whole into numerous
valleys, widely differing in shape and size.
These hill-ranges attain their highest point in
Mullaingiri (6,317 ft.) in the Bababudans in the
west and in Nandi in the east which rises
to 4,851 ft. Isolated peaks of massive rock
called droogs (from Sanskrit durga, ¢.e., hill-fort)
raise their heads on all sides to an elevation of
4,000 to 5,000 feet above sea-level.

NATURAL Drvisions ' ‘

4. Mysore naturally divides itself into two
separate regions, each possessing marked and
distinctive features. Of ‘these two regions,
the Malnad or the hill-country (male-hill,
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nadu-country) lies to the west, stretching from
the foot of the Western Ghats to distances
varying from 20 to 50 miles. To the east of this
region 18 the more open country known as the
Maidan or Bailusime (bailu-plain ; sime-country),
comprising the greater part of the State. The
Malnad is a picturesque land of lofty mountains
and primeval forests, presenting the most
diversified and magnificent scenery. It is a
region of heavy rainfall 'and scattered home-
steads, while the Maidan is a region of clustering
villages and populous towns: ~ The various parts
of the Maidan draw their character from the
means of water-supply and the prevailing culti-
vation. The comparatively level plains of black

soil in the north and south-west grow cotton

or millets; the tracts in the south and west
irrigated by tanks or river channels are covered
with plantations of sugarcane and rice, alter-
nating with cocoanut and areca palm, the high-
lying red soils grow ragi and jola, the staple
food of the country; and the stony.pasture
lands lying in the centre of the country are
covered with a coarse grass on which thrive the
breed of cattle for which Mysore is justly
famous.

CLIMATE

5. Though the State is situated in the”
tropics, the climate is equable throughout the

year as the elevation of the major portion of the
State is over 2,400 feet and no part of it is at
very great distance from the sea. The mean
temperature for the warmest part of the country
during the hottest part of the year is less than
85°. The maximum temperature ranges from
85° to 99° in the shade in summer and from 48°
to 63°in winter. All the observations have
at one time or other recorded temperatures over
100° but the mercury has not risen over 100°
on consecutive days anywhere except at
Chitaldrug. The daily range of temperature,
that is to say, the difference between the
maximum and the minimum temperatures
recorded on any day, is large between Decem-
ber and May and small from June to November.
The range is greatest in March and least in July.

6. The year in Mysore may be roughly
divided into three seasons, the rainy, the cold
and the hot. The rainy season commences
with the onset of the south-west monsoon

* See ma.p opposite

about the middle of May or early in June, and
continues ‘with some interval in August and
September to the middle of November, closing
with the heavy rains of the north-east monsoon.
The rainy season is followed by the cold season
which lasts till the end of February and is gene-
rally free from rain. The hot season sets in
during March and increases in intensity to the
end of May, with occasional relief from thunder-

- storms. The temperature is most agreeable

during the rainy months.

RamnraLL

7. The annual rainfall* in Mysore ranges
from over 360 inches on the crest of the Western
Ghats to little more than 10 inches in the north
centre. But these are extremes that apply
only to limited areas. As one passes from the
Western Ghats eastwards across the plateau,
before hardly covering 50 to 60 miles, he will
have passed from regions of torrential rainfall
to regions with a rainfall of 25 inches and less.
The zone of heavy rainfall (60 inches and over)
extends from Sorab to Manjarabad, over a narrow
belt, about 20 to 50 miles in width, bordering
on the Western Ghats. This narrow belt of
land constitutes' the Malnad. Adjoining this
region 13 another narrow strip of territory ex-
tending from the northern extremity of Sorab
Taluk to Heggaddevankote Taluk in Mysore
District, where the annual precipitation ranges
from 40 to 60 inches. It i3 usual to call this
region as Semi-Malnad. The rest of the country
called the Maidan has an annual rainfall of less
than 40 inches. "Over the major part of the
Maidan the precipitation ranges from .25 to 40
inches, but is less than 25 inches in the whole of
Chitaldrug District, the northern and south-

~western parts of Tumkur District, the eastern

parts of Shimoga, Chikmagalur and Hassan
Districts, the south-eastern parts of Mysore
District, the northern parts of Kolar District
and a narrow tract in the north of Bangalore
District. The heaviest rainfall in the State is
claimed by Agumbe on the crest of the Western
Ghats, where as much as 483 inches has been
recorded. In parts of Chitaldrug District like
Nayakanahatti, the rainfall is only 16 inches and
in years of drought, it may be even less than
5 inches. The average annual rainfall for the
whole State including the Malnad may be taken
to be roughly 36 inches.



Mysore Census 1951

) MAP| OF
J MYSORE

') s Showing Forest Belts

Nonavinakers s Tu!

REFERENCE

s
Scrub Belt D Hunsur
1111
e |
_— I

AEP=aL 3

Forest Belts

P.Z.S., Govt. Press, Bangalore.




Mysore Census 1951

REFERENCE

Below 25
v ow
25 — 35

” ”

5 — 60

” ”
60 — 100
’

’
100 & over

Chiteldrug

T

i

MAP OF

MYSORE

Showing normal Rainfall by regions

Bagepalli

Rainfall By Regions

P.ZS., Govt. Press, Bangalors.




THE STATE 5

8. There is one fact connected with the
subject of rainfall in Mysore which demands
at least a passing reference, in the present
context, and that is the caprice of the seasons.
It has often happened that copious pre-monsoon
rains have stimulated early tillage and sowings
only to be succeeded by a distressing failure of
the south-west monsoon. At certain other times,
agricultural operations retarded by a failure of
the early rains have been stimulated by an
abundant precipitation of the south-west mon-
soon, to receive a set-back again by a grievous
break or an insufficient and spasmodic fall.
In either case, the resulting critical situation
has been relieved by timely and copious rains in
September and gloomy forebodings of serious
and widespread agricultural distress have been
followed by abundant harvests. This redeeming
feature has been absent at times with the result
that a succession of bad seasons has produced
droughts and distress, if not actual famine,
parh(‘ularly in the more arid tracts of Kolar,
Tumkur and Chitaldrug Districts.

FoRESTS

9. It is interesting to note that the distribu-
tion of rainfall closely follows that of the forest
belts®, the region of heaviest precipitation,
namely, the Malnad coinciding with the evergreen-
belt, the Semi-Malnad strip with the deciduous-
belt and the least rainy region of the Maidan
coinciding with the dry-belt. The three belts
togeher account for a total area of roughly
3, 700 sq. miles, or 12.5 per cent of the total
area of the State.

10. The evergreen-belt stretches along the
slopes of the Western Ghats with a width
varying from 6 to 40 miles and running from the
northern extremity of Sorab to the South of
Manjarabad. Though designated as the ever-
green-belt, two types of forest are actually
found in this belt, namely, the moist evergreen-
belt and the mixed-belt of evergreen and deci-
duous forest. The first is a narrow strip which
runs along with the Western Ghats for over 225
miles from Gersoppa (Jog Falls) in Sagar Taluk
to Bisle Ghat in Manjarabad Taluk. The
approximate area of this strip is 1,000 sq. miles
and the annual rainfall in this region is about 250
inches. Balagi and ebony are -the typical
species of trees found in this area. .Because

* Pleasesce map on the opposite.p&ge

of its comparative inaccessibility and the
mountainous nature of the country coupled with
excessive rainfall, the tract is very thinly popu-
lated. Jog and Agumbe are the most important
forests in this belt. The second type of forest
in the evergreen-belt is the mixed-belt of ever-
green and deciduous forests. Thisis a broader
strip roughly 30 miles in width which extends
form the north of Sorab Taluk to the south of
Manjarabad through Sagar, Nagar, Thirthahalli,
Naras1mhara]apura Koppa, Mudgere and Belur
Taluks. *The belt forms one rich stretch of
forests, interspersed with large paddy fields and
arecanut gardens. There are many valuable
species of timber in this region, sandal being
particularly abundant. The number of villages
and hamlets is larger in this belt than in the
moist evergreen-belt, as also the population,
though the density itself is still very low. The

‘rainfall in this region ranges from 60 to 100

inches per annum.

11. The mixed-belt of evergreen and deci-
duous forests gradually merge into the deci-
duous-belt as we go eastwards. This belt runs
along the frontier in the Mysore District and
extends from Shikarpur to the extreme end of
Chamarajnagar with a break in Hassan. The
average annual rainfall over this region is
between 45 and 60 inches. This is the most
valuable strip of teak forests in the State, the -
other important species of the region being
rosewood. The forests in this belt are easily
accessible. Adjoining this strip,- and forming
a part of the belt is another strip of forests
extending from Anavattl in Sorab Taluk to
Chamara]nagar

12. To the east of the mixed-belt lies the
dry forest belt which includes by far the greater
portion of the State. The tree vegetation in

~ this belt is very much inferior and though many
“of the trees found in the mixed-belt are common

to this tract, they are as a rule of very much
smaller growth

RivEr SyYSTEMS

13. Nearly the whole of the drainage of the
State finds its way to the Bay of Bengal and is
divisible into three great river systems; that
of the Krishna on the north, the Cauvery on
the south and.the two Pennars and Palar on
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the east. Apart from some minor streams
which run down to South Canara, the only
streams flowing west to the Arablan Sea are
those in the north-west which, uniting in the
Sharavati, hurl themselves by a sheer descent
of 900 feet down the (thats, in the magnificent
falls of Gersoppa., A line drawn east from
Ballalarayanadurga to Nandidurg and thence
“south to Anekal, with another from Devarayan-
durg stretching north to Pavagada will approxi-
mately indicate the watershed separating the
three main river basins. From the north of
this ridge, flow the Tunga and Bhadra which
rising in the Gangamoola Valley in the Western
Ghats, unite in the Thungabhadra at Kudli
about five miles beyond Shimoga. The com-
bined river flows onwards to join the Krishna
near Kurnool, beyond the frontiers of Mysore,
receiving the Hagari or Vedavati on the way.
In the south, the Cauvery rises in Coorg and
takes a south-easterly course through the State
receiving also from the south the Hemavati,
the Lokapavani, Shimsha, Arkavati, Laksh-
manathirtha, the Kabbani and the Honnuhole
or Suvarnavati. From the east of the watershed
spring three important rivers, namely, the Uttara-
pinakini, the Dakshina Pinakini and the Palar,
all in the vicinity of Nandidroog. The Uttara-
pinakini or Pennar, with its tributaries, the
Chitravati and the Papaghni, runs into the sea
at Bellore ; the Dakshina Pinakini joins the sea
at Cuddalore and the Palar at Madras.

14. None of these rivers is navigable; but
the main streams, especially the Cauvery, support
a very extensive system of irrigation by means
of channels drawn from immense dams, which
retain the upper waters at a high level and
permit only the overflow to pass down the
stream. Some of these dams are very ancient
and new ones are being added to the number
now and again.

TANKS

15. A remarkable feature of the State’s
water supply is the existence of a large number
of tanks or artificial reservoirs known as Keres,
which vary in size from small ponds to extensive
lakes. These are formed by throwing banks
called bunds across the lower slopes of the
valleys. These embankments intercept rainfall
and a store of water is thus accumulated of

greater or less depth and spread according to
the capacity of the embankment. From the
configuration of the land, most of these tanks
form series or chains of reservoirs, the outflow
from one at a higher level feeding the one lower
down and so on till the surplus water discharges
itself into a rivulet.  There are upward of
30,000 tanks dispersed throughout the State
and this method of storage of water has been
exploited so fully indeed that extraordinary
ingenuity would be demanded now to find a
suitable site for a new tank without interfering
with the supply of existing ones. Referring to
these tanks, Sir Charles Elliot, the Famine -
Commissioner for Mysore, who later became the
First Census Commissioner for India said in his
report, “the ingenious method in which each
valley was made to contain a chain of irrigation
tanks, and each river to feed a series of irrigation
channels, left the British Officers who adminis-
tered the Province little to do but to put the old
works in thorough repair.”

SPRINGHEADS

16. The river and tank systems described
above are supplemented by spring-heads called
talapariges, which offer a more or less abundant
and perennial source of irrigation and form a
marked feature of the hydrography of the
north-east. They extend throughout the border
regions situated east of a line drawn from
Koratagere in Tumkur District to Hiriyur and
Molakalmuru in the Chitaldrug District. In
the southern parts of this tract the springs are
tapped in the sandy soils at short distances and
the water thus brought to the surface is led by
channels to the lands irrigated. Northward
the supply is not so plentiful. In Pavagada
(Tumkur District) a soft porous rock has to be
cut through before reaching the water and
in the taluks of Chitaldrug District hard strata
of rock have sometimes to be perforated at
considerable depths. When the water is ob-
tained, it is either conducted by narrow channels
to the fields, or a Kapile well is constructed from
which the water is raised by bullocks. Attempts
have been made in recent years to raise the water
by means of Persian-wheels. These talapariges
play an important part particularly in the north-
eastern portions of the Tumkur District and
the adjoining taluk of Goribidnur in Kolar
District.
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Crops *

17. The various sources of irrigation des-
cribed above account for a total area of roughly
1.15 million acres under wet cultivation, or
nearly 18 per cent of the cropped area. Paddy
and sugarcane are the principal wet crops and
they command respectively 0.8 and 0.04 million
acres. As the bulk of the area of the State
depends entirely upon rainfall for cultivation,
the dry crops naturally predominate. Ragi,
Jola and Horsegram are the principal dry crops
and they claim 1.9, 0.6 and 0.8 million acres
respectively. Of the non-food crops that depend
upon rainfall (dry crops) cotton, tobacco and
castor take the lead. Among the garden crops,
easily the most important are areca and cocoanut.
Mulberry is cultivated in garden as well as dry
lands, and the Malnad districts of Chikmagalur
and Hassan account for all the coffee that is
grown in the State. Bangalore, Mysore and
Mandya are the principal ragi-growing districts
and Mandya, Kolar, Shimoga and Hassan are
the principal sugarcane districts. Shimoga is
the chief rice-growing district, the cultivation
depending largely upon rains alone. Mysore
follows with its splendid system of irrigation
channels. Hassan and Chikmagalur are the next
rice-producing districts depending upon both
rains and irrigation. Shimoga also excels in
arecanut. Kolar has the largest extent under
vegetables with Bangalore, Mysore and Tumkur
following next. Chitaldrug and Mysore have
the largest acreage under Jola and oilseeds.
Chitaldrug accounts for practically the whole
of the cotton grown in the State while Mysore
produces the most tobacco. Mulberry is

confined entirely to the eastern part of the

State. ‘

18. As regards fruits, a large variety, both
Indian and English, is grown in the vicinity
of Bangalore City. Bangalore Districtis famous
for its mangoes and so is Nanjangud in Mysore
District for its plantains (called Rasabale)
while Yemmedoddi in Kadur is known for its
oranges.  Bangalore is also famous for its
apples. It would make a wearisome catalogue
to mention here the names of all the other

varieties of fruits grown in the State.

Favxa

19. In a State like Mysore, with its sharply
contrasted physical features, marked differences

* See map on oppesite page

in the occurrence and abundance of animal life
are only to be expected. The fauna of the
Malnad—that is to say, roughly the region
lying to the west of a line drawn from Shikarpur
to Periyapatna—is comparable with the fauna of
Malabar and Travancore and comprises practi-
cally all the species that are of interest to the
sportsman and the scientist, at any rate, in

~ South India.

20. Easily the most important animal, and
the one for which Mysore is justly famous, is
the elephant. This giant of the jungle roams

‘about 1n- herds in the southern forests of the

Mysore District and to a lesser extent in Shimoga
District. Mysore, Shimoga and Tumkur Dist-
tricts are the favourite haunts of the tiger,
while wolves and wild dogs are most numerous
in the Malnad. Bisons are also found in large
numbers in the Malnad and in the southern
forests of Mysore District. Various kinds of
antelope, deer and wild hog as also bears are
met with in different parts. Monkeys are found
everywhere and game birds are common; so
are vultures, owls, jays, parrots and kingfishers.
Of reptiles, cobras, pythons, the krait, the
rat-snake, the green snake and others are general
in all parts while the hamadryad is met with in
remote and dense forests. Crocodiles abound

"In the western rivers where masheer and other

large fish are also found. Leeches are common
in the forests in the wet season and bees of
many kinds are also common. The lac insect
propogates on the jalari tree. Mosquitoes are
universal and so are white-ants and termites.
Mysore is famous for her Amrit Mahal and
Hallikar breeds of cattle and including other
breeds there are altogether 4.7 million heads of
cattle in the State. ~Besides, there are over
one million buffaloes, 2.7 million sheep, 1.6
million goats and a large number of donkeys,
horses, pigs, etc. It is noteworthy that owing
to the extension of the frontiers of cultivation
at the expense of the jungle in recent times,
many of the wild animals have changed their
habitat and wanton destruction has greatly
reduced their numbers. While the predatory
animals have been declining in numbers, the
domestic animals have enormously multiplied.

Raw MATERIALS

21. It is not necessary to linger. here -
for an examination of the connection which
undoubtedly exists between the flora and fauna
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of the state and its population. That, indeed,
‘would provide material for subsequent discussion.
For the present, we are concerned only with a
general survey of the State’s resources, as a
sort of background for its demographic picture.
Some of these sources have already been men-
tioned and it might be stated, in general, that
Mysore commands a favourable position as
regards raw materials required for her ever-
growing industries.

22. Agricultural raw materials of consider-
able industrial importance are raised every year,
the most important of them being. cotton,
oil-seeds, tobacco, mulberry and sugarcane. The
forests yield various kinds of timber and Mysore
is known the world over for her sandalwood.
Of minor forest produce, mention may be made
of tanning barks, myrobalans, gums, soap-nut,
bamboo and the like. Amongst minerals, gold
and iron are the most important that occur
in the State. Auriferous reefs are found in
many parts of the State, but the most important
ones are those found in Kolar Gold Fields and
Bellara, the former claiming the second place
in the Commonwealth. Iron ore is widely
distributed throughout the State, but principally
around Kemmangundi which feeds the Mysore
Iron and Steel Works at Bhadravati. Manga-
nese, chromium, mica, asbestos, beryl, corundurn,
kaolin and building stones are among the other
minerals that occur in the State. Lack of coal
deposits in Mysore has been more than made
up, on the one hand by her extensive resources
of wood-fuel, and on the other by large hydro-
electric works. The Cauvery Hydro-Electric
Works and the Mahatma Gandhi Hydro-
Electric Works are major factors in the State’s
industrialisation, while thie proposed Mekedatu
and Honnemaradu projects are. expected to
yield over 500,000 K:W. of power, sufficient to
take care of the power requirements of the
State as well as that of Coorg and the neigh-
bouring districts of Madras and Bombay.

HISTORY
" (i) As background

23. ‘The Census’, it has been said some-
where, ‘ig an instantaneous photograph of the
population.” If that be so, then the Census
Report would be a critical study of that photo-
graph. We have so far studied the State’s
geographical and what might be called the
ecological setting.. Let us now have a look at

the historical background for a proper appre-
ciation of the problems connected with the
growth, movement and composition of the
State’s population.

- (ii) Early History

24. The History of Mysore is as varied as it
is interesting. Tradition connects the State
with many a legend enshrined in the great
Indian epics, namely, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharatha. Coming down to historical times
we find that the earliest references to Mysore
are in connection with the Mauryan Dynasty.
There are evidences to show that Chandragupta
spent the closing years of his life at Sravana-
belagola. Judging from . Asoka’s inscriptions
found in the north-eastern part of the State,
it is clear that, that part of the country was
under the Mauryas in the third century B.C.
The north of the country appears to have sub-
sequently come under the rule of the Andhra or
Satavahana Dynasty whose period extended
from the second century B.C. to the second

century A.D.

(1) The Chalukyas

25. About the third century, the. territory
comprising modern Mysore was under the sway
of three different dynmasties, of whom little is
known. The north-western portion was ruled
by the Kadambas; the eastern and northern
portions were under the rule of the Pallavas and
the central and southern parts were under the
sway of the Gangas. The Kadambas who had
their capital at Banavasi just beyond the
borders of Mysore, lost their independence early
in the seventh century to the Chalukyas who
rose to power in the Deccan and ruled over
that part of the country till the close of the
twelfth century, with an interval of two centuries.
The.Chalukyas maintained an incessant struggle
with their neighbours the Pallavas, but suc-
cumbed about the middle of the eighth century
to the superior forces of the Rashtrakutas.
The latter established themselves for nearly
two centuries in the north of Mysore and even
extended their sway as far as the Gangavadi
and the Chola dominions. The Chalukyas
regained their supremacy in 973 and the
kingdom entered upon a period of unparalleled
splendour and prosperity for the next two
centuries. During the first half of this period
of their revival, the Chalukyas (Western) -were
engaged in continual wars with the Cholas, an
ancient dynasty of the Tamil Country which
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came into prominence during the reigns of
Rajaraja Chola (984—1016 A.D.) and his great
son Rajendra Chola. In 997 the Cholas under
Rajaraja invaded Mysorein the east, and re-
appeared again in 1004 in overwhelming numbers
under Rajaraja’s son Rajendra Chola. They
captured from the Gangas all the south and
eastern parts of the country up to a line running
from Arkalgud through Seringapatam and Nela-
mangala to Nidagal. The period of their
ascendency was, however, very brief covering just
over a century from 1000 to 1120 A.D. Their
constant struggles with the powerful Chalukyas
in the north-west eventually brought about their
downfall. Advantage was taken of this struggle
between the giants by a number of smaller
dynasties which gradually established themselves
as a power in the country.

(iv) The Hoysalas

26. One such dynasty was the indigenous
dynasty of the Hoysalas who belonged to a
line of chiefs in the Manjarabad country. They
had their capital at Dwarasamudra (now Hale-

bid in Hassan District) and at first recognised

the Western Chalukyas as their overlords. By
the end of the eleventh century, the Hoysala
kingdom came to include Konkana, the present
South Canara, Wynaad, southern part of the
present Mysore District and Savimale near the
Krishna. The genius of Bittideva who came
to the throne in 1104 A.D. lifted the dynasty
from its comparatively obscure position to one
of great glory and splendour. He drove out
the Cholas, occupied Gangavadi and Nolamba-
vadi (from which the Gangadikar and Nonaba
sections of the Vokkaligars derive their name)
and brought under his sway the whole of
Mysore and a considerable portion of the present
Salem, Coimbatore, Bellary and Dharwar Dist-
tricts. Under the influence of the great social
reformer Ramanuja who had found sanctuary
in the Hoysala Kingdom from the persecution
of the Cholas, Bittideva exchanged the Jain
faith for that of Vishnu and took the name of
Vishnuvardhana. His grandson Vira Ballala
who came to the throne in 1173, gained such

renown that the kings of his dynasty are some- -

times called the Ballalas. He won important
victories over the Kalachuris and the Yadavas
of Devagiri and extended his dominion to the
banks of the Krishna on the north and his
successors extended his conquests as far as
Trichinopoly in the south. During the reign
of Ballala III, who came to the throne in 1291,

the Mussalmans invaded the country (in 1310)
under Mallik Kafur, one ‘of the Generals of
Allaudin Khilji. The king was defeated and
Dwarasamudra was sacked. A later expedition
sent by Muhammed III of the Tughalak dynasty
completely razed the capital and the Hoysala
power came to an end. :

(v) Under the Vijoyanagar Empire

27. Mysore is next connected with the great
Vijayanagar Empire which was founded by two
princes of the Yadava line who were probably
vassals of the Hoysalas. Established as a
bulwark against Mohammedan aggression from
the north, it soon brought under its sway
practically the whole of South India, the terri-
tory of Mysore being one of its earliest con-
quests. During the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries the Vijayanagar kings had bestowed
on, or confirmed to, vassal chiefs called Pallegars
sundry tracts of Mysore on the: condition of
paying tribute and rendering military service.
Those in the north were controlled direct from
the capital. The southern chiefs were under a
Viceroy stationed at Seringapatam. After the
disaster of Talikota, such of the chiefs as had
the power gradually declared their independence,
although a nominal allegiance continued to be
paid to the Viceroy.. Among these were the
Naiks of Keladi or Bednur, Basavapatna and
Chitaldrug in the north, the Naiks of Belur in
the west, the Naiks of Hagalvadi and the
Gowdas of Yelahanka and Ballapur in the

.Centre, the Gowdas of Sugatur in the east,

the Changalvas and the Wodeyars of Mysore,
Kalale, Ummattur and others in the south.
The later history of - Mysore is .connected
with the fortunes of the Wodeyars whose
descendant is His Highness Sri Jayachamaraja
Wodeyar, the . present Rajpramukh of
Mysore. o ” '

(vi) The Mysore Rajas

28. The ancestors of the present ruling
family belonged to the clan of the Yadavas who
came from Dwaraka iri Kathaiwar. Two princes
of the race came down to the south in 1399 and
established themselves in Hadinad, a few miles
south-east of Mysore. Fortune favoured the
new-comers, and, by the beginning of the
sixteenth century, the family had come into
possession of the tract of the country imme-
diately surrounding the town of Mysore. The
decadent state of Vijayanagar favoured the
growth of this dynasty.  When disaster befell

2
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Vijayanagar in the battle of Talikota, Chama-
raja IV of this dynasty evaded payment of
tribute to the Viceroy at Seringapatam and
became practically independent. With the
accession of Raja Wodeyar in 1578, the fortunes
of the royal family became firmly established.
He occupied Seringapatam itself in 1610,
subdued the Pallegar of Ummattur, and annexed
the latter’s territory to his own. One of his
successors was the gallant Kantirava Narasaraja
Wodeyar who extended his kingdom on all
sides and assumed all the insignia of royalty.
But it was under Chick Deva Raja Wodeyar
(1672-1704 A.D.) that the kingdom attained its
highest eminence. He came to the throne at a
time when the Moghul Empire was on the wane
and the Mahrattas were trying to establish
themselves as a power in the Deccan. It was
also the time when the whole of the Deccan
and the Carnatic were convulsed by the conflict
‘between the Moghuls and the local Mohammedan
-dynasties. Chick Deva Raja Wodeyar found in
. these conditions the very opportunity that he
wanted to extend his dominions in all direc-
tions. He acquired Bangalore in 1687 and even
laid siege to Trichinopoly. At his death, the
kingdom extended from Palni and the Annama-
lais in the south to Midigesi in the north and from
Baramahal in the east to the borders of Coorg
and Balam in the west. The two successors of
Chick Deva Raja were weak and incompetent
and all real power passed into the hands of their
ministers. Internal dissensions coupled with
aggressions from without, provided a suitable
opportunity for usurpation of power by Haider
Ali, who from the position of a mere volunteer
horseman at the siege of Devanahalli in 1749,
came to be virtually the ruler by 1759. '

29. Under Haider and his son Tippu Sultan,
the Kingdom of Mysore was extended in all
directions and included a large part of the
southern peninsula. Tippu was overthrown
by a confederation of the English, the
Mahrattas and the Nizam and by the Treaty
of Seringapatam the State was restored to
Maharaja Sri Krishnaraja Wodeyar Bahadur
III, a descendant of the old ruling family,
the frontiers being confined to the present
‘boundaries of the State. Owing to the insurrec-
tions that broke out in almost all parts of
the State, the administration was taken
over from the Raja and placed in the hands of a

* Quoted by L. Rice in Mysore, Vol. I, page 218-219—v{de foot-nof.e.

Commission appointed by the British Govern-
ment. This continued till 1881 when the State
was restored to the old Hindu dynasty in the
person of Maharaja Sri Chamarajendra Wodeyar -
Bahadur. On his demise, His Highness Sri
Krishnarajendra Wodeyar Bahadur IV, the
late Maharaja, came to the throne. The rei
of the latter witnessed phenomenal develop-
ment in all branches of the administration and
Mysote came to be known as the MODEL
STATE. His successor, His Highness Sri Jaya
Chamaraja Wodeyar Bahadur, the present Raj-
pramukh, is carrying on the administration ably
in the footsteps of his illustrious predecessor,
under the new Constitution of India, with the
assistance of a Council of Ministers who are
responsible to the Legislature.

ImpacT or HisTory oN PopPULATION

30. The political changes narrated above,
and more particularly the changes that have
occurred during the past two hundred years,
have undoubtedly left their mark on the popu-
lation of the State, and affected its material

- progress. During the usurpation of Haider Ali

and Tippu Sultan which lasted from 1761 to
1799 incessant warfare not only kept the whole
country on tenterhooks but also led to a great
intermingling of various classes in the population.
A strong Mahratta element had been introduced
into the northern and eastern districts by the
settlements of the Bijapur Kingdom during the
seventeenth century and these had been followed
by the Moghul Government of Sira. Subse-
quently, even after the Mysore Rajas had
established their power, large tracts in the

centre of the country were pledged to the

Mahrattas to buy off their repeated invasions.
At the time of Haider Ali’s usurpation, many of
the districts were permanently occupied by
Mahratta troops ; and this was, in the words of
Col. Wilks, “The most fatal source of depopu-
lation.”” Writing in 1804, Col. Wilks adds,*
“T have investigated on the spot and examined
traces of the merciless ravages committed in
1791 and 1792 by Parasuram Bhao. In con-
sequence of these incessant calamities many
districts formerly well peopled do not exhibit
the vestige of human beings and Chitaldrug
District in particular may be considered as
deprived of the great mass of its inhabitants.”
Under Haider wholesale transportations of
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population tookplace. In 1766, after the conquest
of Malabar 15,000 Nairs are said to have been
deported to the less populous parts of Mysore.
On Haider’s invasion of the Carnatic in 1780,
all the weavers of the Tanjore District with
their families were collected and driven to
Seringapatam to people the island. The popu-
lation of Sira was transferred en masse to the
suburb of Ganjam; while large numbers of

Bedar youth, forcibly converted to Islam, were.

absorbed in his army. During the wars of
Mysore, vast hordes of Lambanis accompanied
the British for the supply of grain, while
considerable numbers of Tamil camp-followers
and traders followed them for service and traffic.
After the Treaty of Seringapatam a more settled
state of affairs was established, and the dis-
turbances that broke out in all parts of the
country in 1831 did nothing to bring in new
elements into the population.

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS

3l. In the foregoing paragraphs, we have
taken a wink firstly at that aggregate of physical
conditions of the State which might compen-
diously be called “environment” and secondly,
at the various events that have happened in

the rather chequered history of Mysore and

which cumulatively have exercised the pro-
foundest influence on the composition, growth
and movement of the State’s population. We
may now proceed to examine the results of the
recent Census against the above background.

In doing so, we must necessarily base our dis- -
cussion of the statistics, not on areas determined

by conditions of rainfall and the physical
configuration of the country but on administ-
rative units which determine the area of each
exclusive charge. By grouping the figures under -
the chief natural divisions, 1t would undoubtedly

be possible to have some idea as to the physical
factors which influence the distribution of
population. But then, famines are fought,
revenue is collected and justice administered,
not by regions of rainfall or belts of forests, but
by administrative districts. We shall there-
fore present facts in the following pages by
administrative districts and, where necessary
expand the theory by units of environment.
JThe units of environment have already been
mentioned. It now remains to be stated that
the State has been divided into nine districts
for administrative purposes, and that these
nine districts have in turn been sub-divided
into 22 sub-divisions, 82 taluks and 366
hoblies. ’

REFERENCE TO STATISTICS

32. The main results of the Census are
presented separately in the form of tables in
Part IT of this Report. That part contains only
the raw or absolute figures, while proportional
figures are exhibited in the Subsidiary Tables
appearing at the end of this volume. The main
as well as the Subsidiary Tables show distribu-
tions by districts only, excepting Table E, which
presents summary figures by taluks. Figures for
units lower than the district are embodied in
the District Census Handbooks that are being
published separately for each district.
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GENERAL DISTRIBUTION AND DENSITY

STATE’S PoruraTioN AND COMPARISON WITH
OTHER STATES

1. Over the 29,489 sq. miles which consti-
tutes the State’s lebensraum, sunrise 1st March
1951, discovered as many as 9,074,972 persons,
of whom 4,657,409 were males and 4,417,563
were females. This means that the State, with
only a little more than 1/40th of the total area

of the Indian Dominion accounts for roughly

2.5 per cent of the country’s total population
of 356.83 million. As many .as eleven other
States in India claim larger populations, while
as regards area it occupies the twelfth place.
Some idea of the size of the State’s population
can be had when we compare it with the latest
determinations of certain foreign countries.
Belgium with 8.5 million people suffers in com-
parison by roughly half a million while the
combined populations of Portugal and Northern

Ireland, would still be in arrears of the Mysore

total by over 70,000. Hungary’s population
is slightly in excess and so is the combined total
of Australia (7.6 million) and New Zealand
(1.7 million).

DisTRIBUTION BY DISTRICTS

2. Within the State itself, there are wide and
even marked differences in the size of the dist-
ricts as well as in the dimensions of their
populations. Chitaldrug is the Goliath among
the districts with an area of 4,190 sq. miles and
Mandya is the little David with only 1917 sq.
miles. Bangalore District maintains its lead
as the most populous district in the State with
1.35 million while Chikmagalur continues to
be the least inhabited with barely a little more
than 0.4 million. Tumkur District with an
area of 4,091 sq. miles and a population of 1.15
million has the distinction of taking the second
place in point of area as well as in the size of its
population, while Kolar is unique in claiming
the same percentage of the total area as its
population bears to the State total, namely 10.7
per cent. It is noteworthy that there has been
no change in the relative positions of the
districts since the last Census, and indications
are that the position would remain unchanged
at the next Census, although it is quite on the

* See map opposite

cards that Hassan might presently overtake
Mandya.

Di1sTrIBUTION BY NATURAL DIVISIONS

3. The following table shows at a glance
the distribution of area and population and the
proportion which each unit bears to the total :

Distribution of area and population* .

Area in Percentage

Percentage
City or District sq. miles of total Population of total

: 7 area + population
. MYSORE STATE .. 29,489 100 9,074,972 100
Bangalore Corporation 26 0.09 778,977 8.6
Bangalore .. 3,068 10,37 1,348,084 14.8
Kolar Gold Fields City 30 0.10 159,084 1.8
Kolar .. 38,158 10.70 970,791 10.7
Tumkur 4,091 13.88 1,151,362 12.7
Mysore City 14  0.05 244,323 2.7
Mysore ’ 3,633 11.98 1,040,448 11.4
Mandya 1,919 6.50 717,545 7.9
Chitaldrug 4,190 14.20 868,370 9.6
Hassan 2,638 8.95 715,135 7.9
Chikmagalur 2,784 9.44 417,538 4.6
Shimoga 4,050 13.74 = 663,315 7.3

15

4. It will be seen from the above statement
that the three Malnad districts, namely Hassan,
Chikmagalur and Shimoga shelter less than 20
per cent of the population although together
they claim nearly a third of the State’s area.
Bangalore Corporation has a larger population
than the whole of Hassan District, and Banga-
lore District including the Corporation is streets
ahead of the combined populations of the three
Malnad districts. The Maidan districts, on the
other hand, are more populous and although
they constitute less than two-thirds of the
State’s area, contain over 80 per cent of the
total population.

STATE DENSITY

5. It would be clear from the above analysis
of the distribution of population, that area for
area, certain districts of the State have a larger
number of persons than the others and that no
two units display an identical concentration of
numbers ; or, to put it differently, that no two
districts have the same densities. This, however,
is only natural and not a matter for surprise,
since our own districts are, by and large, merely
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administrative divisions formed more on con-
siderations of executive convenience than accord-
ing to any set geometrical pattern. The same
argument applies, with equal force, to the wide

A\

variationy that are noticeable in the area,
population and density figures of other states
in the Dominion. The following statement

‘amply illustrates this point :—

Major States ranked according to population, area and density

According to
‘Rank r A
Population (in millions) Area in square miles Density per square mile
I TUttar Pradesh , . 63.22 . Madhya Pradesh 130,272 Travancore-Cochin .. 1,015
II Madras . 57.02 Rajasthan 130,207 West Bengal R .e 806
IIT Bihar .. 40.23 Madras 127,790 Bihar .. 572
IV Bombay .. - 35,96 - TUttar Pradesh 113,409 Uttar Pradesh e 557
V West Bengal. ‘ .. 24,81 Bombay 111,434 Madras . 448
VI Madhya Pradesh . e 21.25 Assam 85,012 - Pumjab .. 338
¢ VII Hyderabad . .o 18.66 Hyderabad 82,168 Bombay .e 323
VIII Rajasthan . 15.29 Bihar 70,330 Mysore . 308
IX Orissa s 14.65 Orissa 60,136 Orissa . 229
X Punjab C.. 12.64 Punjab 37,378 Hyderabad . 227
XI Travancore-Cochin .. . 9.28 . West Bengal - 30,775 Madhya Pradesh ~ .. 163
XII Mysore ' . 9.07 Mysore 29,489 Rajasthan .. 117
XIII Assam , . 9.04 Travancore-Cochin 9,144 Assam .. 106

6. It will be observed from the above
statement that Mysore occupies the twelfth
place in point of population and area and the
eighth in point of density, taking the most
populous states only into consideration. Its
density of 308 persons per square mile is heavier
by 27 than the All-India mean of 281. Among
the European countries only the United King-
dom (550), Belgium (715), Holland (717), Ger-
many (473), Czechoslovakia (630) and Italy (394)
claim heavier concentrations, while even France
(195) and Hungary (254) have fewer persons
per square mile than Mysore. Sweden with
which Mysore is often compared with reference
to her resources, can show only 38 persons per
square mile. Qur sister dominion of Pakistan
supports 98 persons less on every square mile
of its area than Mysore while the disparity is
greater when the State’s density is compared
with China’s 123 per square mile.

DENsITY BY DISTRICTS

7. Within the State itself there are very
wide variations in density, ranging from 150
per square mile in Chikmagalur District to 441
in Bangalore District. Of the other districts,
only Mandya (374) can boast of a higher density
than the State average of 308 persons per square
mile. Kolar just misses the bull’s eye by the
narrow margin of 1, while Tumkur contrives
to hit the All-India mean of 281 persons per

square mile. Hassan. which held the fifth
place in the order of density in 1941, finds
itself ousted from that position and now takes
the sixth place with 271 persons to the

-square mile. Chitaldrug emphasises its natural

affinity with the neighbouring Madras districts
of Bellary and Anantapur by its own contri-
bution of 207 persons per square mile, as
against Bellary’s 211 and Anantapur’s 203.
Shimoga with a density of 164 and Chik-
magalur with a mean of 150, remain steadfast
to their 1941 positions, despite a steadily
widening rift.

8. These density figures are no doubt of
great value for purposes of comparison with
other States and with past Censuses. They
should not, however, be regarded as true indices
of human concentrations in all cases. Being
the quotients of population divided by the total
area, these calculations yield fairly valid results
only where the regions dealt with are homo-
geneous. Where they are not, and the total
area figures cover large and varying extents of
mountain, forest, water and other uninhabitable
or nearly uninhabitable tracts, as in the Malnad,
the crude density figures are of doubtful value
and might even prove positively misleading.’
Kingsley Davis thinks that a better measure of
crowding, at least in agricultural’ countries,
would be the number of persons depending on
agriculture on each square mile of the cropped
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area.* But then, this method has the
drawback of leaving out of account the very
considerable body of persons who are depending
upon non-agricultural pursuits for their liveli-
hood. These persons take up living-space in the
same way as the agriculturists and therefore
demand being taken into account in calculating
density. All things considered, a more reliable
measure of general crowding would be the
number of persons per square mile of ‘the
habitable area, which really means the total
cultivable area. g

9. How very unreliable the raw demsity -
figures can be, is clearly illustrated by the case of
Mysore.
square miles of the State’s area, nearly fifteen
thousand or 50.1 per cent is uninhabitable and in
no district is the proportion of the uninhabitable
area to the total less than a third. Indeed, in
certain districts the proportion is as much or
nearly two-thirds. In Kolar District, for ex-
ample, as much as 1918.49 sq. miles or 60.8
per cent of the total area of the district is un-
cultivable, an extent equal to the entire area
of Mandya District. Likewise, the uncultivable
area of Shimoga District almost approaches in
extent the total area of Hassan District. If we
leave these areas out of account and base our
calculations on the cultivable area, we get an
almost startling picture of the density position,
as revealed in the following statement :—

Density per square mile 6f cultivable area

Uncultivable Crude Cultivable
area density area
densily
£3 -
District 32 L D
S = § 0§ § 3
- Ry R /5 _ &
STATE . 147715.76 50.1 308 .. 617 ..
Bangalore .. 1,667.30 b4.5 441 1 969 1
Kolar .. 1918.49 60.8 307 3 783 2
Tumkur 1,864.80 45.6 281 B b17 4
Mysore 1,514.40 42.9 204 4 515 b
Mandya 711.11 37.1 374 2 595 3
Chitaldrug 1,653.59 39.5 207 7 342 9
Hassan 1,122.20 42.5 271 6 472 6
Chikmagalur 1,806.20 64.9 150 9 427 7
Shimoga 2,447.80 60.4 164 8 414 8

(Excluding Cities)

10. It will be clear from the above statement,
that the actual density in every case is higher

* Kingsley Davis—The Population of India and Pakistan—P. 21,

Of the twenty nine thousand and odd -

than the figures, and that contrary to the
prevalent notion, the Maidan districts also
s_uffer from an excess of uncultivable land,
like the Malnad. Despite its surprisingly large
extent of uncultivable land, Bangalore District
maintains its pre-eminence as the most densely
populated district in the State. At the other
extreme, Chitaldrug has taken the place of
Chikmagalur, as ‘the most sparsely populated
district. Hassan and Shimoga do not budge from
their crude density positions. Further commbent
1s unnecessary as the statement speaks for itself.

11. Incidentally, it must be added that
though the number of persons per square mile
of cultivable area is a truer measure of crowding
than the raw density figures, we must be content
with the latter for all practical purposes because
of the inherent difficulty of collecting cultivable
area figures for units smaller than the taluk.
It is necessary to get this point across, as in our
subsequent discussions about density we shall
be concerned only with crude figures worked
out on the basis of the total area. . |

UrBAN RURAL DISTRIBUTION

12. We have so far made a rather hurried
examination of the general ‘distribution of
population in the State and of the density figures,
down to the district level. ~This leads us natu-
rally to a study of the urban/rural components
of the population. Table A-I of Part II of this
Report exhibits the absolute values of the

- distribution. Subsidiary Tables 2.1 and 3.1

present respectively the rural and urban pro-
portions, while Subsidiary Tables 2.2 and 3.2
display the mean densities. It will be seen

from Tablp A-I that altogether 16,288 -villages

and 110 towns have conspired to take the total
population of the State to 9,074,972. The towns

" have contributed 2,178,727 or 24 per cent to this

figure while villages have offered the remaining
6,896,245 or 76 per cent to make up the tally.

13." Of the wurban contribution of 2.18
million, the three Cities alone account for 1.18
million or 54.3 per cent, and Davangere, the
solitary representative of Class II towns (50,000
to 100,000) offers a quota of 56,018 or 2.6 per
cent. Ten towns with a population range of
20,000 to 50,000 (Class IIT) pool their resources
to make up a contribution of 289,262 or 13.3

g
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per cent of the urban man-power.

the number for a 10.6 per cent contribution,
while the 43 Class V towns with a population
range of 5,000 to 10,000, yield a total of 294,827
or 13.5 per cent. As many as 36 towns with a

population below 5,000 combine together to make .

up the balance of 125,436 or 5.8 per cent. These
various contributions have helped to swell the
urban total to 2,178,727 in a population of 9.07
million. The average Mysore town, it is seen,
has a population of 19,807. While it is more
populous than the average town of Travancore-
Cochin . (15,187), it has considerably smaller
numbers than say, either Madras or even
‘Madhya Pradesh. It is noteworthy that though
the average population of a town in Mysore is
relatively smaller than the last named States,
the State’s urban population (24 per cent) is
very much higher than ‘any - of -the three.
Likewise, in point of urban density, Mysore with
8,172 persons per square mile, is streets ahead of
Madras’s 3,740, Travancore-Cochin’s 4,991 and
6,250 of Madhya Pradesh. . =~ .... . .

14. - Turning to the rural population we find
that altogether 16,288 villages ‘account for a
rural total of 6,896,245 at an averagé contri-
- bution of 423 persons per village, and 236 per
square -mile. On an average, out of every
thousand of the State’s population 760 live in
villages and only 240 live in towns. The
neighbouring . State. of Madras is more pro-
nouncedly rural with an average of 804 persons,
although its average village claims as many as
1,236 persons or 367 per square mile. Travancore-
Cochin is even more markedly rural, having
as it does, as many. as 840 persons living in
villages out of every, 1,000 of its.pgpulations ;
but its average village has a - population of 1912
persons, with as many as-881 persons per square

mile. Among the four States compared here,

Madhya Pradesh is the least urbanised as it has
as many as 865 persons living in villages for every
thousand of its population. Its average village
has only 379 persons and upon every square mile
of its rural arca, there are as few as 146 persons.

DISTRIBUTION OF PoPuLATION BY TALUK
Density - 0 | _
15. Itwould be cléar from the foregoing
analysis that population is not evenly spread out

* See map on opposite page

Seventeen
Class IV towns (10,000-20,000) add 230,800 to -

in the State and that there is considerable
disparity in the density of the districts as well
as in the urban-rural concentrations. The
position appearsin sharper focus when we examine
the distribution of population by taluk density.
Subsidiary Table 1.1 exhibits the distribution
by density groups while main Table E (vide
Part II) presents the figures relating to each

taluk.* :

- 16. The State’s.population of 9,074,972 is
_ spread over 82 taluks and 29,489 square miles,

to give an average of 359.6 square miles and
110,670 persons per taluk. None of the taluks,
however, approaches this average, and only 16
manage to rise above it. The rest of the taluks
are  sub-standard, some with reference to the
area, and others with regard to the population.
As regards density, they run the whole gamut
from 63 persons per square mile in Narasimha-

rajapura to as many as 984 persons in Bangalore
North.. .

- 17. . Examination of the density figures dis-
closes that over as much as 62.5 per cent of
the State’s area, the population-spread is under
300 per square mile. Surprisingly enough, the
Maidan or the plain country accounts for rather
more than half this area (34.2 per cent) and
compels the Malnad to play second fiddle with
its own contribution. of 28.3 per cent of the
total.: It is interesting to note that although
this lower density bracket claims roughly three
fifths of the State’s area, its contribution to the
State’s population is less than two-fifths. Of
the taluks figuring in this density group, as
many as nine have less than 150 persons per
square mile and three of them have less than
100 persons, as seen below :—

Low density taluks
Taluk , .. District Density
Challakere Chitaldrug . . . 146
Mudgere . Chikmagalur .. 135
Manjarabad Hassan .. - 131
Koppa Chikmagalur o 124
Thirthahalli Shimoga .. 124
Heggaddevankote Mysore .. .. 107
Sagar .. Shimoga . o - 96
Hosanagar ) . do . < 70
Narasimharajapura Chikmagalur. . - 63

It will be seen from the above statement that
_excepting Challakere and Heggaddevankote,
all the other taluks are in the Malnad. It is
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noteworthy -that these latter form the hilly
western fringe of the State which is a region
of dense forests and heavy rainfall. Heggad-
devankote’s low density reflects the fact that it
really forms the southern tip of the Malnad
and has all the characteristics of that region.
Challakere joins their company because, para-
doxically enough, conditions in that taluk are
precisely the opposite of the Malnad. It is
almost the driest and the most-thirsty taluk in
the State, where droughts are more certain
than rainfall. Over the greater part of this

taluk, the soil is poor and unfertile and a stunted .

species of mimosa (Hotte Jali) is-almost the only
vegetation that it commands. ' :

18. At the other extreme, the taluks that
shelter over 450 persons per square mile command
8.6 of the State’s area for a population contri-

bution of 27.5 per cent. They are altogether

ten in number as listed below :—-

High density taluks

Taluk District Density
Bangalore North Bangalore .. "984
Channapatna = .. do e 637
Bangalore South .. do " es 617
T..-Narsipur Mysore el 607
Maddur Mandya .. 490 -
Anekal Bangalore . 483 -
Krishnarajnagar Mysore ee- 466
Tumkur Tumkur . 463
Nanjangud Mgysore .o 457
Srirangapatna . Mandya ‘e 452

Tumkur Taluk is an intruder in the above list
owing its admission entirely to Tumkur Town’s
particularly large contribution. Its legitimate
place, therefore, is in the lower density bracket.
If we exclude this taluk, we find that neither
the rain-soaked Malnad districts, viz., Hassan,
Chikmagalur and Shimoga, nor the dry and
periodically drought-affected districts of Kolar,
Tumkur and Chitaldrug, find representation in
this high density group. Bangalore District’s
large contribution to the list is easily under-
standable. It is far and away the healthiest
district in the State. In industrial and commer-
cial importance its pre-eminence is un-challenged.
In the matter of communications, it is streets
ahcad of any other district, claiming as it
does the largest network of roads and railways.
While all these factors have favoured a rapid
arowth of population, the four Bangalore District
taluks figuring in the list owe their high densities

to certain special features peculiar to themselves.

Anekal alone, of these four taluks, claims no
railway connection. But the large number of
bus-routes criss-crossing the taluk make ample
amends for this deficiency. The taluk commands
a considerable volume of trade with Salem, the
adjacent Madras District, and also runs a large -
number of textile establishments. As for
agriculture, the soil for the most part is very
fertile and the rainfall adequate. "With so many
favourable factors in operation, Anekal. cannot
obviously avoid a high density. Channapatna
has the additional advantage of being on the
main Bangalore-Mysore road and railway, and
is the centre of the sericultural industry in the
State. As for Bangalore North and South, .
large chunks of these two taluks are really out-
growths of Bangalore City and share m the -
latter’s phenomenal rise in population. The
other taluks figuring in the list owe their high
densities to irrigation, either from the Cauvery
or. its affluents or from_ both. T.-Narsipur,
among these taluks, claims the distinction of
raising the largest variety of field-crops in the
State, and has also a considerable sericultural
industry. No additional comment is called for
in respect of the other taluks. - '

CoMpARISON WITH TALUR DENSITIES OF OTHER
STATES. ) -

19. It would be interesting to compare these
figures with the density distributions of other
States, not only to know -how Mysore stands in
relation to them but to see also whether the
distributions follow any recognisable pattern.
In the statement given . below, the Mysore
proportions are compared with those of seven
other States in the Dominion.

Statement skowing the comparative distribution of

* population by taluk density
- Percentage of total
. — —— A —
State - . State ‘ Below‘300 300 o 450 450 & above

" demz’ty Pt A N A N
. Area Popu- Area Popu- Area Popu-

) . . lation _ lation . lation
Madhya Bharat .. 171 90.7 76.6 7.3 13.6 2.0 9.8
Madhya Pradesh .. 163 90.7 77.6 8.6 18.9 0.7 3.5
Orissa. © ., 244 70.7 41.4 17.6 26.1 11.9 32.7
Mydore > .. 308 62.5 39.0 28.9 33.5 8.6 27.5
Madras - - .. 446 41.9 16.8 18.2 15.4 39.9 67.8
Uttar Pradesh .. 557 28.1 7.7 9.2 6.2 62.7 86.1
Bihar - 572 24.1 8.5 24.9 16.1 51.0 75.4

Travancore-Cochin 1,015 22.4 4.7 '10.0 4.2 67.6 9I.1
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It will be observed from this statement that the
proportion of the area to total in the lowest
density bracket.tends to diminish as the density
increases, and conversely to increase with every
fall in density. The same remark holds valid
for population proportions also. It is not
possible, however, to establish the precise pro-
portion in which they vary. For the rest, the
statement must blow its own trumpet.

20. District and taluk densities are broadly
indicative of the degree of congestion. But we
get the picture in sharper focus, when we cor-
relate population with housing. We gather
from Table A-I, that the State’s population of
9,074,972 is accommodated in 1,584,048
houses, spread over an area of 29,489 square
miles, which means that, on an average, there
are 58 houses per square mile, 17 houses per 100
persons and' 6 persons per house. That these
figures bring out the densities in relief is illus-
‘trated by the following comparative figures:

Comparative figures showing degrees of congestion

Housés

. Persons
- State o . Density per &q. per
T -mi . house
Madhya Pradesh .- 148 34 . B
Orissa : . 244 50 5
Mysore e 308 68 6
Madras | . 446 80 6
Uttar Pradesh - 557 110 5
6

Travancore-Cochin i 1,015 170

Incidentally, it will be perceived, that the.
number of persons per house is no reliable guide
to the degree of congestion. It is ridiculous to
suppose, for instance, that Uttar Pradesh is
about as sparsely populated as Madhya Pradesh
and Orissa, or that Mysore and Madras are more
densely populated than Uttar Pradesh. DBut
that is precisely the conclusion we would reach,
if we allowed ourselves to be led by the ‘persons
per house’ signpost.’ Obviously, in studying
densities, we have to take note of more than
one variable and the statement given above
underlines the fact that the number of houses
per square mile is a more reliable index of
congestion than the number of persons per
house. One other variable that is of interest
1s the number of houses per 100 persons. Here
is how all these variables appear in juxtaposition
with - reference to Mysore :—

Degree of congestion in the districts

Persons Houses  Houses Persons
District or City per &q. per sq.  per 100 per
mile mile  persons  house
STATE T e 308 58 17 6
Bangalore . 411 79 17 6
Kolar .e 307 58 18 5
Tumkur S 281 54 19 5
Mysore 204 58 18 5
Mandya .. 374 75 18 3
' Chitaldrug . 207 38 18 6
Hassan . 271 53 19 5
Chikmagalur . 150 - 30 19 3
Sbimoga . 164 - 30 18 6
Cilies
Bangalore Corporation 30,548 4,820 11 9
Kolar Gold Fields City - 5,303 988 17 6
Mysore City - 16,967 2,735 14 7

21. It will be readily conceded that each one
of these variables, taken by itself, would not give
a true indication of the degree of congestion.
Mean density gains value only on comparisons.
The same is true of the number of houses per
square mile. The number of houses per 100
persons cannot claim even this virtue, while the
number of persons per house i just as bad. Yet,
when seen together, each one of these variables
appears to possess a certain catalytic quality,
each helping the other, to yield us a clearer view
of the degree as well as the nature of congestion.
The statement given above illustrates this
point. Bangalore District, it will be seen, has
the same number of persons per house and
houses per 100 persons as the State average.
But there is greater congestion in this district
because a larger number of occupied houses are
found huddled together on every square mile
ofitsarea. In Chitaldrug and Shimoga Districts,
similarly, the crowding of persons is identical,
but the relatively higher congestion of occupied
houses in the former accounts for higher density.
Chikmagalur and Shimoga are on a level as
regards house-congestion, but the latter shows
a higher density because of greater crowding of
persons. Iolar and Mysore exhibit exactly
the same figures in the last three columns of the
statement. Nevertheless the two districts
differ in densities because rounding has masked
the decimal differences and Kolar has contrived
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to win on submerged points. As regards
the Cities, Bangalore Corporation’s heavy con-
gestion, both of houses and of persons, at once
hits the eye. Further comment on. the state-
ment is needless.

CoNcLUuDING REMARKS

92, In the foregoing paragraphs, we have
dealt only with the spatial distribution of popu-
lation. Its distribution by social divisions and

economic characteristics, must be bread and jam

~ for subsequent sections. Also, no attempt has

been made in this section, either to compare the

- present figures with those of the past, or to make

a forecast about the future. The omission,
indeed, is deliberate. And for this reason.
The past obviously is concerned with growth ;

- the future is concerned with trends; and both

happen to be the concern of the next section.

“First things first’ is a good maxim, even though

it comes from the copy book.
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1. In the preceding section, we had a glance
at the distribution of the State’s population as
on 1st March 1951. In it we saw that there were
altogether 9,074,972 persons sprawling on that
day over the 29,489 square miles of the State’s
area, in densities ranging from 441 persons per
square mile in Bangalore District to 150 persons
per square mile in Chikmagalur District. At
this point,- we would naturally like -to know
how our human assets stood, way back in the
past, and how they have grown from time to
time till they assumed the present dimensions.
Our interest in the past is greatly stimulated
by the fact that the population of the State has
shot up, from a little over 7.3 million in 1941
to nearly 9.1 million in 1951, or by over 23 per
cent, against the All-India growth -of roughly
13 per cent. .

2. -It would have been gathered even from
the - necessarily brief history of the State
laddled out in Section 1, that the boundaries

of Mysore were nearly always in a state of flux -

till the Treaty of Seringapatam confined them

to their present limits in 1799. We have no.

information as-to how many people there were
in the State -at the time of the Treaty.” It is

certain,- however, that forced by the' troubled

state of the country, large numbers had sought
sanctuary outside the State.- By the turn of
the century the State had turned the corner
and the fugitives had started returning to their

homes, according to Buchanan Hamilton.” Many

families which ‘had emigrated to Baramahal in
1792 now returned to Mysore and their return
coincided with the influx of about - 200,000
persons from the Mahratta country whicli was
then in thé grip:of an acute famine. The ¢umu-
lative effect of all this was that the population
of the State had mounted to an estimated’total
of 2,771,754 in 1804 from about 1,969,510 in
1801. With the return of peaceful times and
a settled Government, the country rapidly
recovered from its Malthusian calamities and
by 1834, the State’s population had shot up
according to Sir Mark Cubbon, t¢ an estimated
total of four and a half million,” Though' both
the earlier estimate of Col.-Wilkes-and the later
estimate by Sir Mark Cubbon suffer from grave
defects equally, the former from under estima-
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- otherwise.

tion and the. latter from over-estimation, the
figures are nevertheless valuable as broadly
indicative of the upward trend of the population.
The first Census taken in 1840-41 registered a.
set-back with an estimated .total of 3°05 million..
The next Census which came off ten years later -
in 1850-51 made ample amends for the loss by
taking. the total to.3'43 million. The subse-
quent - decades added.. substantially .to: the
numbers, the Census of 1871 claiming a :popu=
lation of 5°06 million. . . : o

3. The earlier figures were only Khaneshu-
mari estimates formed, it is believed, by multi-
plying the ascertained number of families by a
figure assumed to be the average number of
persons comprising each. _The results of the
regular Census of 1871 showed that the popu-
lation must have been :grossly. under-estimated
at the previous valuations. . Col. Wilkes 'had
taken 4} persons as .the average number of
persons per family for lis computations and the
same figure. had presumably been .adopted for
subsequent valuations. But considering that
the joint-family was - more the rule than an
exception in those ‘days, Wilkes’ figure was
obviously an under-estimate and subsequent
estimates unfortunately carry the taint. .In-
spite of these defects, however, the ‘earlier.
figures are not without value for purposes of -
comparison, as they show that the State’s
population was increasing normally at the rate.
of just a little over 1 per cent per annum, as’
compared with England’s 1.4 per cent, Belgium’s
1 per cent, Germany’s 1.1 per cent, Bengal’'s 1.2
per cent and Bihar’s 1.3 per cent, round about; -
the same period. ' .

4. The year 1871 opened its account, as
we have already seen, with a favourable balance
of 5.06 million. The five years’ that followed
saw further additions to the total. . It was
beginning -to look as though the end of the
decade would find the State’s population round
about the six million mark. But the'Gods and
the Dhatu-Eswara Famine (1876-7) willed -
That terrible calamity swept
through the land like some great devastating
fire and took toll of well. over a million lives.
The partial recovery that followed during:the
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closing years of the decade still left the State
with a deficit of 869,224 or 17.2 per cent, over
the 1871 total of 5,055,412. .

GROWTH FROM 1881-1951

(i) Crude rate

5. And so, 1881 commenced with a reduced
balance of 4,186,188. Since then, in the inter-
vening period of 70 years, the population has
more than doubled itself. The growth, however,
has not been uniform, from decade to decade,
nor in all districts. The year 1891, for instance,
registered an increase of 18.1 per cent. The
Census of 1901 witnessed a fall in the growth
rate to 12.1 per cent. In 1911 the growth-rate
had plunged to a mere 4.8 per cent but it was
in 1921 that it touched the nadir with a piddling
rise of 3 per cent. Thereafter, the rate of
growth rapidly accelerated. From 9.7 per cent
in 1931 it rose to 11.8 per cent in 1941 and
touched the high-water mark in 1951 with an
increment of 23.7 per cent, or double the rate
of 1941. Though the growth-rate has had
thus its ups and downs during the past seventy
years, it is noteworthy -that there has never
been a diminution of numbers at any time
since 1881. | |

| (ii) Mean decennial growth rate

6. - The rates of change mentioned above
are what may be called. ‘crude™ rates. The

‘crude’ rate is the percentage for each decade -

calculated on the basis of the population found
at the beginning of the decade. It does not
take into account intercensal variations which
might, at times, be of considerable demographic
significance. On the other hand, its rival the
‘mean decennial rate’ is undoubtedly the more
appropriate demographic index since it pays
due homage to the fact that population begets
population, by basing itself on the mean
population of the decade, and not on the popu-
lation found at the beginning of the decade.
The difference between the two types of calcu-
lation is small but is nevertheless considered
important, as computations based on the mean
decennial population are said to ensure stricter
comparability of growth rates over long periods
and enable, by the same token, comparisons
being made straightaway between growth-
rates, birth-rates and death-rates.

* Report on the Mysore Census of 1881—p 4

7. If we have strayed away from our topic,
namely the growth of population in the State
from 1881 to 1951, into the apparently irrelevant
discussion on the relative merits of the ‘crude’
and ‘mean’ rates, the blame for this digression
must be laid entirely at the door of Subsidiary
Table 1.3. This table takes one suddenly
unawares by presentation of ‘mean’ population
figures and ‘mean’ growth rates which, without
the explanation offered above, are more likely
to bewilder than to illumine. It is hardly
necessary to add.that the term ‘mean’ is em-

'ployed in this report as the equivalent of

average, and not in any other sense.

8. Toresume our examination of the State’s
population growth. Subsdiary Table 1.3 which
has been the innocent cause of this digression,
takes us back only to 1921 and not beyond.
For a proper understanding of the trends,
however, it is necessary to review the position
from 1881. For one thing, that year marked
the end of an epoch and the beginning of another
in the history of Mysore. The State which was
under the rule of a British Commission since 1831,
came back to native rule in that year. That
year also witnessed the first general Census
taken simultaneously all over India. That
Census is of particular interest to Mysore be-
cause it was the Test Census conducted in Mysore
in 1878, immediately after the Great Famine,
that gave the idea of a general Census. It
was the officer who conducted the Test Census
in Mysore (Mr. afterwards Sir Charles Elliot)
who later as the first Imperial Census Commis-
sioner, utilised the lessons drawn from the Test
Census of 1878. The importance of the Census
of 1881 is clearly brought out in the following
extract of the Chief Commissioner’s letter dated
15th February 1879 addressed to the Governor-
General in Council. He says :*

" A census taken early in 1881 will be of
advantage in every way. No material
increase to the population is likely to take
place that could not easily be marked by
the enumeration of infants, while the
emigrant and scattered population will have
long since returned and settled so far as
they intend to return and settle. A Census
taken on that date will therefore serve to
show the loss by famine and the rate at
which the country is recovering. It will
also be valuable as a record of the popula-

L
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tion at the time of the restoration of the
Province to Native rule, a record which for
purposes of future comparison may be of
the greatest utility.”

The following statement bears ample evidence
of the fulfilment of the Chief Commissioner’s
prophecy :—

Growth of population since 1881

Growth rates

DPopulation Growth in =~ ;——A ey
Year in Period numbers Mean  Crude
thousands (In
thousands)
1881 .. 4,186 1871-81 —869 -18.8 -17.2
1891 .. 4,944 1881-91 757 16.6 18.
1901 .. 5,546 1891-1901 602 11.5 12.1
1911 .. 5814 1901-11 268 4.8 4.8
1921 .. 5,988 1911-21 174 2.9 3.0
1931 .. 6566 1921-31 579 9.2 9.7
1941 .. 1,338 193141 772 11.1 11.8
1951 .. 9075 1941-51 1,737 21.2 23.7

9. We see at once from this statement that

the population of the State which had touched

the nadir in 1881 has reached its zenith in 1951
with 1921 as the turning point. Up to 1921, it
will be noticed, the population has grown at a
progressively decreasing rate, while after 1921
it has grown at a progressively increasing rate.
The years following immediately after the
Great Famine witnessed a most remarkable
recovery, and 1891 had all but cleared the
deficit . of 1881. This good work would have
continued at the same pace during the succeeding
decade also but for the catastrophic intervention

of plague. That dire calamity overtook the

land for the first time in 1898 and 1899 and
took a heavy toll of the population. This was
reflected in the relatively small increase of 11.5
per cent registered in' 1901. Recrudence of
plague during 1901-1911 further brought down
the growth-rate to 4.8 per cent in 1911, and the
great Influenza pandemic of 1919, completed
the process of deceleration by bringing down
the rate to as low as 2.9 per cent in 1921.

10. By 1921 the tide had turned and from
then onwards the story is one of rapid growth.
Indeed, as we shall see a little later, the year
1921 is what we may call “the Great Divide”.
In 1921 the increase in absolute numbers was
just 175,000, yielding a percentage increase of
2.9. The increase in 1931 was larger than the
combined increases of 1911 and 1921. The
increase in 1941 was greater, similarly, than the

combined increases of the two preceding cen-

suses. The increase in 1951 has shattered all
previous records with 21.2 per cent, an increase
considerably larger than the combined surpluses
of the three previous Censuses.

CoMPARISON WITH OTHER STATES.

11. The 1951 increase has two other claims
for special notice. The first is the fact that
for the first time in the history of Census opera-
tions in Mysore, the State has registered a
higher rate of increase than the All-India average.
The second claim of this 1941-51 growth-rate
is that it is the highest among the major States
(Part A & B) and among the highest if we take
into account all the constituent units of the
Indian - Dominion. Travancore-Cochin alone
among the former, claims to be bracketted with
Mysore with an identical growth-rate while
Bombay just misses the bracket by the very
narrow margin of 0.4 per cent. The metropoli-
tan State of Delhi adds one more to its already
numerous claims to individuality by a 62.1
per cent rise over the decennium, a record un-
equalled by any other State. Coorg, the
home of the first Indian Commander-in-Chief,
demonstrates with a 30.5 per cent increase, that
its claim for special notice does not rest solely on
oranges and coffee. The midget State of Tripura
wins the third place by a comfortable margin
of 0.7 per cent over its nearest rivals Mysore
and Travancore-Cochin. Madras which has all
along claimed higher rates of growth than
Mysore is now obliged to limp behind with a
mere 13.4 per cent growth, although it is even
now ahead of the All-India mean of 12.5 per
cent.” The increase of 13.3 per cent registered
by Hyderabad advertises the State’s geographi-
cal contiguity to Madras. As regards the growth-
rates of other States, the following statement
must be allowed to speak :—.

Growth of population in India since 1941

State  Actud growth Mean

» " (In thousands) decennial

growth rate

INDIA . .. 42083 +12.5
Part A States . . 31,203 +11.9
Assam ‘ . .« - 1,451 +17.4
Bihar er . e 3,698 +9.6
Bombay . . 6,775 _ -+20.8
Madhya Pradesh . . 1,616 - +7.9
Madras .. .o 7,185 +13.4
Orissa .o . 878 , +6.2
Punjab . . —57 - =-=0.5
Uttar Pradesh . . 6,684 +11.2

West Bengal e . 2,973 +12.7
' 4
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Growth of population in India since 1941—coneld.

Actual growth " Mean
State (In thousands) decennial
. growthsrate
Part B Stales . - 9,282 +14.7
Hyderabad o o 2,328 13.
Madhya Bharat . . 784 ilo.i
"~ Mysore \ . . . 1,737 +21.2
PEPSU . . 91 +2.6
Rajasthan .. .o 1,984 +13.9
Saurashtra .e .o 577 +15.0
Travancore-Cochin ., . 1,780 +21.2
Part C States . . 1,565 +17.0
Ajmer - . 110 +7.2
Bhopal . e 58 +17.2
Bilagpur oo . 18 +17.3
Coorg o . 60 +30.6
Delhl : Ly e 826 +62 . l
Himachal Pradesh .e ve 36 . +3.7
Kutch .e ee 60 +11.1
Manipur o . 65 +12.0
Tripura . . 126 +21.9
Vindhya Pradesh e . 208 +6.0
Part D Territories and other areas 1,03 - 48.3
Andaman and Nicobar Islands .. 3 . —8.6
Sikkim . .e

16 +12.56

GROWTH IN PERSPECTIVE

12, The statement reveals, incidentally, the
danger of jumping into conclusions merely on
percentages. By the same token, it emphasises
the need for taking a composite view of the rate
of change, as well as its magnitude and direction
in order to see things in their proper perspective.
Seen thus, Delhi’s apparently Brobdingnagian
growth dwindles into Lilliputian insignificance.
For all its 62.1 per cent increase, this boaster
is able to contribute only a little more than
800 thousand to the All-India-growth of 4.2
million, while Madras, despite its seemingly
moderate rate, accounts for as much as 7.2
million or 17.1 per cent of the total, a contri-
bution almost equal to the entire population of
Madhya Bharat. Mysore which claims the
bracket on percentages, goes down a step lower
than Travancore-Cochin in absolute values.
Some idea of the enormous contribution made by
Madras during the past decade can be had from
the fact that its additions averaged 1966 per

day, as against Mysore’s relatively modest

increase of 476 every twenty-four hours.
Viewing the position from another angle we
find that, area for area, Mysore’s contribution
is larger than that of Madras. Thus, over an
area equal to that of Mysore, Madras has been
adding only 323 persons daily while its neighbour
has contrived to better the record with a daily
out-turn of 476 or roughly 20 mouths per hour.

~at an annual rate of 1.89 per cent.

ComparISON WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

13. The growth-rate of 21.2 per cent re-
gistered by Mysore must appear at first sight
staggering. But, as we have observed above,
this rate is by no means a record-beater, viewed
in the All-India context. Travancore-Cochin
had achieved an even higher rate (23.3) twenty
years ago and is still ahead of Mysore. Other
countries in the world have, at one time or other,

‘experienced equally high and even higher rates

of growth than Mysore. Canada’s-population,

* for example, which was about the same as that

of Mysore in 1901 (Canada 5.4 million : Mysore
5.5 million) shot up to 11.5 million in 1941

- at an average annual rate of as high as 3.8 per
~cent, while Mysore, during the same: period,

could only crawl up to 7.3 million. South
Africa, similarly, has witnessed an annual growth
of 3.4 per cent over a thirty-five year stretch
from 1911-46. Roughly over the same stretch,
the Argentine has been able to show a 2.19 per
cent increase, and coming nearer home, the
population of Formosa has been able to register
an annual rise of 3 per cent, between 1920 and
1940. Even England, whose growth-rate is
among the lowest in the world, was adding to
its numbers at the rate of roughly 2 per cent
per annum during the whole of the nineteenth
century, while the United States has doubled
itself during the first half of the present century,
It is
interesting to note that many of the Latin
American countries are even now multiplying
at the rate of round about 2 per cent every year,
and Japan is claiming an even higher rate than
these countries. Compared to these growths,
Mysore’s annual average increase of 1.3 per cent
between 1901 and 1951 must indeed be regarded
as low.

RuraL AND UrBaN GrowTHs DurING 1941-51

14. If the State’s growth-rate has sky-
rocketted from a mean of 11.1 per cent during
1931-41 to as much as 21.2 per cent during the
past decennium, the credit for this must go to
no small extent to the urban areas, and parti-
cularly to the Cities. These aggregations which
mustered hardly 8.3 per cent of the population
in 1881, now claim as much as 24 per cent of the
total. From a trifle under 0.6 millionin 1881,
their population has now risen to very nearly 2.2
million, and the decade 1941-51 claims special
notice by virtue of the fact that it alone accounts
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for over half the total increase registered by
these areas during the entire stretch of the
seventy-year period. Another noteworthy fea-
ture of the growth of population in the State
during the last decade is that the urban contribu-
tion to the total increaseisas high as 47.2 per
cent, the three Cities alone accounting for
28.3 per cent, as against the non-city urban

contribution of 18.9 per cent to the total"

increase.

15. It would have been inferred from the
above figures that growth in numbers in the
rural areas has been far less spectacular than
in the urban aggregations. However valid this

inference might be, a more direct analysis of .

the position would obviously be in order. A
study of the figures discloses that while the
urban population has increased by roughly 275
per cent since 1881, the rural areas have been
content to grow by just a little over 90 per cent
during the same interval. It is interesting to
find that growth-rates for the last decade also
run roughly in the same proportion, the rural
increase being of the order of 14.3 per cent as
against the urban rise of 46.3 per cent. Though
the,rural growth-rate is thus only a third of the
urban rate, in terms of absolute values the
rural contribution is larger than the urban,
for the simple reason that villagers far out-
number the townsfolk. This phenomenon has its
parallel in the stock-market where a'3,000 rupee-
stock would bring in more in the aggregate at 2
per cent than a thousand rupeestock at 4 per cent.
Similarly, for all their 46.3 per cent increase,
the urban areas have been able to account

for only 820 thousand or -47.2 per cent of the

totalincrease of 1.73 million while the rural areas
liave been able to claim a 52.8 per cent share
with a net increase of 917 thousand, despite
their relatively modest growth of 14.3 per cent.

RurAL AND UrBAN GROWTH SINCE 1881‘.

16. We have just now seen that the urban
and rural rates of growth during the last decade
bear roughly the same proportion as the relative
rates of growth registered by these areas during
the period 1881-1951. It must not be concluded
from this that the two growth-rates have been
running plumb parallel from decade to decade
since 1881. Actually, on the contrary, we find
wide deviations even as between City growth-
rates and non-city urban rates, as evidenced by
the subjoined statement: |

Mean decennial grouth-rates

General  Rural Urban population "
—

Decade popula-  popula- -
tion tion Urban . Non-City City-urban
1881-01 .. 16.6 16.3 18.1 13.6 25.2
1891-01 .. 11.5 11.0 6.2 5.3 7.5
1901-11 .. 4.8 51 ‘21 —17.3 14.6 .
1911-21 .. 2.9 0.8 16.4 16.1  16.8
1921-31 .. 9.2 7.8  17.1 15.1 19.5
193141 .. 1.1 . 8.9 24.9 18.0 32.0
1941-51 .. 21.2 14.3 46.3 39.4 52.4

17. These figures unfold an interesting story..
The Great Famine of 1876-77 had . taken a
heavy toll of the very old and the very young,
leaving a phenomenally large proportion of the
population at the reproductive ages.. The rapid
growth of population witnessed in the decade
1881-91 was the usual sequel of a bad famine
followed by a succession of good harvests. The
rural population being the immediate beneficia-
ries, naturally registered a much better response
to the stimulus than the non-city urban tracts,
The Cities being the nodal points of trade and

-communications could always draw upon outside

sources for supply of foodgrains, while the other
urban areas had to rely almost entirely on the
neighbouring rural areas. But this unfortu-
nately happened to be' a' precarious source
during the years immediately after. the famine,. .
as fear of recrudescence of that, direful calamity
had held back large quantities of surplus grains
which would have in normal times found their
way into the towns. The non-city urban tracts
were thus at a double disadvantage and this is.
reflected in the relatively low increase of 13.6
per cent registered by them during 1881-91.
The remarkably high increase of 25.2 per cent
claimed by the Cities must be attributed to
factors like immigration and possibly also to a
higher survival rate, rather than to any abnormal
activity of the reproductive machinery, .

18. Ifthe 1881-91 growth-rates show evidence
of the State’s recovery from the effects of famine,
those of 1891-01 display the scars left by the
First Plague. The Cities were the epicentres
of the calamity and this accounts for the pre-
cipitous fall in their growth-rate to a mere 7.5
per cent at the turn of the century. At this figure,
the city growth-rates had touched the low-water”
mark and thereafter their history is one of steady
and rapidly rising growth. The havoc wrought
by Plague in the non-city urban tracts was
hardly less than in the Cities, but the fall in the
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growth-rate was far less precipitous as the
1881-91 growth-rate with which it is compared

was in itself low. The rural areas suffered

less from the visitation, relatively speaking,
than either of the two other areas. That is
why their growth-rate has merely stumbled
from 16.3 in 1881-91 to 11.0 per cent in
1891-01. »

19. Plague was again to play ducks and
drakes with the growth-rates during the next
decennium. This time the epicentre of trouble
had shifted to the rion-city urban tracts and so
great was the decimation that these areas actu-
ally suffered a diminution in numbers to the
extent of 7.3 per cent, the total population
dwindling from 439,573 in 1901 to 408,434 in
1911, How appalling was the drop in numbers
can be gauged from the fact that the 1911 total
was in arrears of even the 1891 tally by as much
as 8,300. The Cities, on the other hand, had
learnt their lesson. and plague had ceased to
be the terror it was some ten years before.
Consequently, the City population was able to
claim a 14.6 per cent gain during the decade,
a rate nearly twice as much as the one. registered
at the end of the previousdecade. Theruralareas
also. claimed an- increase but-the drop in the
growth-rate from 11.0. per cent in 1891-01 to
5.1 per cent in 1901-11 is indicative of a heavy
plague mortality. , o

20, After' famine: plague, after plague in-

fluenza, such is the heart-breaking sequence in a

story that almost reads like a Jeremiad. Hardly
had the population begun to recover from the
effects of famine and plague than there appeared
yet another of those Malthusian clalamities

which over-population is said to produce now

and again. This time it was the influenza.
The year 1919 saw the grave-diggers busy again
working round the clock to bury the corpses
that came like an endless caravan. The pro-
cession was largest in the villages and less so
in the cities and towns. So heavy, indeed, was
the bill of mortality that the rural areas could
manage only with great difficulty to stave off
‘a- deficit by the narrow margin of 0.8 per cent.
But for this visitation, the Cities, as well as the
non-city urban tracts, would almost certainly
have doubled their respective rates of growth.
A it was, they could only offer a relatively
medest, contribution of 16.8 and 16.1 per cent,
the Cities of course ¢laiming the higher per-

mhe
Sun mge.

21. By 1921 the tide had turned. The
process of deceleration had yielded place to the
process of acceleration. Thanks to the relentless -
war waged against them by Government, the
fury of famine and pestilence had abated. The
growth-rate which had touched the nadir that
year, had found the crest of a rising wave. It
now laps the 21.2 per cent mark. That it would
soar higher during the next decennium is certain.

- It is needless to speculate here as to when and
at what point the growth-rate would be touching

the peak, as this section is concerned only with

* growth as such and not its dynamics or etiology.

Nor is it necessary to repeat the differential

- rates of growth registered since 1921, as these

are already exhibited in the statement now
under examination.

SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENTIAL RATES OF
GROWTH

22. It must be mentioned, however, that
behind this tableau of figures lies hidden a

- fact of considerable demographic significance

namely, that the impact of influences governing
growth or decline are felt first in the Cities,
then in the non-City urban tracts, and last

in the rural .areas, the degree of intensity

also following the same.order... It is significant
that these forces attain their maximum intensity
in the Cities about a decade before the non-city
urban tracts and two decades before the rural
tracts. Thus, when there was a fall in the

- growth-rates after 1881-91, the maximum de-
‘cline was experienced by the Cities in 1891-01.

The non-city urban tracts had their turn
during the next decade (1901-11) and the rural
areas theirs in the decade after that (1911-21).
Similarly, when the tide turned, the Cities were
the first to be on the road to recovery. The
non-city urban tracts came next in 1911-21
and the rural areas followed them in 1921-31. |

23. This phenomenon is not difficult to
explain, nor is it peculiar to Mysore. Everyone
knows that greater attention is paid to sanita-
tion and public health measures in Cities than
in the smaller towns and in towns more than
in the villages. Likewise, the Cities command
better medical facilities than towns and towns
better facilities than the villages. Since, in
general, the mortality rate bears an inverse
correlation to the standard of environmental
sanitation and medical help, it is not surprising
that the Cities with their relatively higher
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standard of public health show a higher survival
rate and consequently a higher growth-rate, than

the manifestly less favoured non-city urban tracts. -

By the same token, the non-city urban tracts
claim a higher growth-rate than the rural areas,
on account of their relatively higher survival
rate.

24. That this phenomenon is by no means
peculiar to Mysore is illustrated by data relating
to other countries. In Sweden, for example,
the crude death-rate declined in urban centres
from 31.2 per mille to 9.7 or by 69 per cent
while the rate in rural areas declined from 20.6
to 11.2 per mille or only by 47 per cent during
the same period.* In the United - States, the
expectation of life at birth for white males
jumped from 44 years at the turn of the century
to 61.5 years in urban areas in 1939, as against
the relatively modest rise from 54 to 64 years
registered by the rural areas. We have it on
the authority of Dornj that maternal mortality
was 12 per cent higher in places ‘of less than
10,000 population in 1938 than in places having
a population of 10,000 and more, and that simi-
larly infant mortality rate for the same section
of the population was 41 per 1,000 in places
having 10,000 persons or more as ‘against 46 in
places of less than 2,500. It is needless to
multiply examples. The point to note is that
improvement of sanitation and medical facilities
spread from cities to towns and from towns to
villages and that consequently there is bound to
be a
population in the latter areas assuming, of
course, that urban rural differences in fertility
and survival rates would remain constant in
successive generations. Such an assumption is,

however, unwarranted on long-range considera-

tions, whatever be its immediate validity.

LAaw or GrowrTi

25. Looking at the run of the growth-rates,
their rhythmic fall and rise, we begin to wonder
whether there is not after all some inscrutable
biological law which governs the growth of
population, whether this very rhythm is not one
more manifestation of a Divine all-pervading
orderliness. It must have bheen some such
thought that led Raymond Pearl to propound

* Statistics Arsbok for Sverige, 1848. Table 31. P. 45

corresponding lag in the growth of

his famous ‘Logistic Law’ of population growth.
The law, as summarised by Lundberg,} stated
broadly “that a slow rate of population increase
tends to be followed by a period of rapid increase,
which in turn is followed by a gradual decrease
of the rate to a stationary level” in the same
way as experimental populations of lower organi-
nisms. Pearl proved to his own satisfaction
that § “in a great variety of countries all of the
recorded Census history which exists is accurately
described by the same general mathematical
equation as that which describes the growth of-

“experimental populations ; second, by bringing

forward the case of a human, population—the
indigenous native population of Algeria—which
has in the 75 years of its recorded history practi-

cally completed a single cycle of growth along
the logistic curve.”

26. Does Mysore’s recorded Census history
conform to Pearl’s Logistic Law as described by
his equation

Y =2.9238 4 5-141
le

1-2059—.4232z

If we took the phrase “slow rate of population
increase” literally, and employed growth-rates -
to derive the value of Y, then the Mysore
increase certainly would not conform to the
Logistic pattern, for while Pearl’s equation yields
a smooth curve which looks like a banister, the -
Mysore rates would yield what may be called a
bastard parabola. If we goby actual increases
on the other hand we do get a curve which, if
it is not exactly a blood brother of the Logistic
can, at least, be regarded as its first cousin.

27. The differences between the Logistic
Curve and the Mysore curve are hardly of conse-
quence. They merely serve to emphasise the
fact that whereas the Algerian results reflect a

. constant fertility and birth-death ratio, the

Mysore growth was conditioned by no such
constancy. The similarities between the two
curves are, however, of great interest since they
serve to show that as a broad generalisation,
Pearl’s Logistic Law is not altogether without
validity. ‘

28. Though Pearl has i)ropounded his law
on the basis of the Algerian growth, it seems

1 “Rural Health and Public Health Programmes” Harold F. Dorn, in the March 1942 number of Rural Scciology.
t G.A. Lundberg, Foundations of Scciolegy Macmillan & Co., New York, Page 425. )
§ Raymond Pearl, The Biology of Population Growth A Knof. pp. 208-9,
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certain that other things remaining the same,
the pattern of decline also would correspond
to the pattern of growth, or in other words,
‘that a gradual decrease would be followed
by a period of rapid decrease. Mysore, as
we have seen, is now going through a period
of rapid increase. How long this would
go on and at what point the growth would
hit the maximum, it is premature to hazard
an opinion. But though the growth itself
might continue for a long time, the growth rates
are bound to register a fall, if not in the next
decade or two at least in the decade after that.

DisTrICcT GROWTH

29. We have already seen that the year
1891 had all but cleared the famine deficit
of 1881, by a tremendous spurt of growth.
Thereafter, during the next three decades the
growth-rate went on steadily falling till it

PATTERN OF GROWTH

touched the low-water mark in 1921. It
recovered again at a rapidly rising rate till
it touched high-water in 1951 at the 21.2
per cent  mark. One would naturally
expect the district growth-rates also to run
parallel to the State. Actually, however, only
four districts do so. Kolar, Mysore, Hassan
and Shimoga are the districts which claim this
~distinction.  Of the remaining districts, Banga-
lore, Tumkur and Chitaldrug managed to keep
abreast of the four almost till the last lap.
But 1941 proved to be their Tottenham
Corner. They stumbled and fell at that mile-
stone ; but again galloped forward to 1951.
Mandya kept abreast of its stud-mates till 1911,
but after that point it decided to leave them
.behind and cantered past the 1921 milestone
well ahead of the others with a 7.3 per cent
increase, only to stumble at the next post. The
following statement shows the run of the
growth-rates.

Growth of population since 1881

District 1881-91 1891-01 1901-11 1911-21 1921-31 1931-41 1941-51 1881-1951 AInznual

. Rate

MYSORE STATE 16.6 11,5 4.8 2.9 9.2 11.1 . 21.2 118.8 1.7
Bangalore .. 17.5 14.6 5.3 3.8 14.2 13.3 25.6 157.4 2.2
Kolar .. ve 16.4 14.1 6.3 1.2 8.1 9.2 14.6 101.7 1.5
Tumkur e e 24.7 15.6 9.5 5.0 10.5 10.2 18.6 165.6 2.4
Mysore 9.6 9.2 2.9 1.3 5.6 9.8 13.5 69.3 0.9
Mandya 18.3 11.7 4.4 7.3 7.0 8.7 12.1 100.5 1.4
Chitaldrug .. .. 28.6 18.4 10.0 1.9 "13.4 10.0 17.8 172.6 2.5
Hassan v ve 17.8 10.5 1.5 0.6 2.6 5.0 13.0 67.0 0.9
Chikmagalur ° . .. 12.1 8.8 —6.0 ~1.5 4.1 3.0 15.3 43.3 0.6
Shimoga .. ve 4.1 0.5 —2.7 —4.8 5.3 5.8 18.2 30.7 0.4
Clities 25.2 7.5 14,6 16.8 19.5 32.0 52.4 447.0 6.4

30. Fluctuations in the State growth-rate
have already been explained and this explanation
would apply pari passu to district rates also.
The slight fall in the growth-rate experienced by
Bangalore, Tumkur and Chitaldrug Districts in
1941, must be attributed to the relatively

heavier influenza mortality suffered by these .

districts in the maximum reproductive ages
namely 15 to 25. Mandya managed to recover
from the effects of famine and plague at a faster
pace than the other districts, and achieved the
distinction of being the only district to register
a rise in the growth-rate in 1921. But the
phenomenal expansion of irrigation witnessed
by this district during the decade 1921-31 had
as its corollary a higher malaria mortality and
consequent lowering of the growth-rate. It is

noteworthy that this district which claimed a .

higher rate of growth than any other district |
in the State in 1921, now has the mortification -

of finding itself a neck behind every other
district, with a piddling rise of 12.1 per cent.
Even the notoriously sluggish Malnad districts
of Hassan, Chikmagalur and Shimoga have
stolen a march over it this time, and Krishna-
rajapete, one of its taluks, completes the district’s
humiliation by showing the lowest percentage
of increase in the State, namely 0.2.

31.- The penultimate column of the statement
trumpets the fact that the population of the State
has more than doubled itself during the last
seventy years, the actual rise since 1881 being
of the order of 116.8 per cent, which is the
average of growths ranging from 447.0 per cent
in the Cities to a mere 30.7 per cent in the
Shimoga District. Chitaldrug District’s 172.6
per cent increase during the past seventy years

_has no parallel among the districts. It beats

_its ‘nearest rival. Tumkur by the comfortable
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margin of 7 per cent. The latter district,
however, has been adding to its numbers at a

faster rate than the former since 1941, and if it

preserves the advantage over the next two
decades, as it most probably will, their respective
positions might well be reversed. The lowest
increases are shown, understandably enough, by
the three Malnad districts.- Intensive public
health measures undertaken particularly during
the last decade have borne fruit and freed of the
Malthusian tentacles, these districts have shown
remarkable increases this time. Shimoga’s in-
crease is the most spectacular and all the three
are now poised for bigger increases. Of the
remaining districts, Mandya and Kolar have just
doubled themselves during the past seventy
years. Kolar is only slightly ahead of Mandya,
but considering that the former’s population has
been multiplying at a faster rate, relatively
speaking, than the latter, the gap between them
may be expected to become increasingly wide.
Bangalore district’s 157.4 per cent increase
places it third in the list, on percentages, after
Chitaldrug and Tumkur, but in point of absolute
numbers, it easily stands the first, accumula-
tions over the seventy-year period being very
nearly equal to the whole of the present
population of Chitaldrug District.

TaLuvk GrowTH

32. To the Census Reporter, all is grist that
comes to his mill. To him there is no detail that
is too trivial and no fact that is without its
significance. Taluk variations are no excep-
tions. They are of as great interest to him, or
should be, as district or State variations. He
analyses the growth of each taluk and tries to
surprise facts of demographic or other signifi-
cance. The average reader, however, cannot be
expected to catch his enthusiasm for such minute
details. If the Census Reporter does not realise
this, his report is doomed to go unread. If it is
read at all, the reader is sure to pelt him mentally
with verbal rotten-eggs. Discretion being there-
fore the better part of valour, let us confine our
remarks to the salient features of taluk growths.

33. What strikes the average reader first is
the fact that none of the taluks shows a decline.
Even the nine taluks which had suffered a di-
minution in numbers in 1941, namely, Pandava-
pura, Alur, Manjarabad, Narasimharajapura,
Mudigere, Shikaripur, Sorab, Hosanagar and
Belur now show increases, with one exception

even over the 1931 figures, as the following
statement would show :—

Growth of taluks whose population had.
declined in 1941

Taluk 1941-51  1931-41 _ 1931-51 1901-51 .
1 Pandavapura .. 21.5 —0.3 21.1 = ¢64.0
2 Alur . 5.7 —9.7 —4.8 —3l.4
3 Manjarabad . 220 . —1.2 . 20.5 6.5
4 Narasimharajapura 16.1 —4.2 11.2 11.6
&5 Mudigere .. 13.3 —5.8 6.9 6.1
6 Shikaripur 20.1 —2.8 16.5 1.1
7 Sorab 18.4 —8.7 10.9 —9.3
8 Hosanagar 9.6  —86.7 2.3 —~17.8
9 Belur 8.2 —0.7 7.6 —8.3

The exception Alur shows a 5.7 increase, an
increase not adequate enough to wipe out the
1941 deficit. Actually, this taluk’s present
population, though larger than the 1941 figure,
18 in arrears of even the 1901 total of 43,856 by
as. much as 10,476 or 31.4 per cent. Belur,
Sorab and Hosanagar show satisfactory increases
this time ; but like Alur their 1901-51 deficiencies
are yet to be overcome. By reason of its 3.6
per cent defect on the 1901 position, Sringeri
should have walked into the list. It does not
do so, however, because it has been:improving
itself since 1931. All these taluks, it is worthy
of note, are in the Malnad or the hill-country,
with the exception of Pandavapura. Pandava-
pura had all along experienced normal growth
but an unprecedentedly heavy malaria incidence
during 1931-41 had reduced it into a defective
taluk in 1941. Intensive anti-malarial measures
undertaken during the last decade in the
Visveswaraya Canal region have, - however,
helped the taluk’s natural vitality to assert itself
and it has now been able to wipe off its 1941
deficit by a considerable margin. The other

- taluk increases featured in the statement simi-

laraly reflect the rising tempo of the Health

Department’s activity in these regions, as

compared to its efforts during the earlier decades.
The fact that the Malaria Investigation Centre
is located in Sakalespur, the headquarters of
Manjarabad Taluk explains that taluk’s stag-
gering increase. Although the major share of
the credit for these increases must go naturally
to the reproductive machinery, the part played
by D.D.T. demands special mention because
of its debut during the latter half of the past
decade and the dramatic effects of its syste-
matic use. :

34. Pandavapura and Manj arabad have other
claims for special notice than the purely negative
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one of clearing the 1941 arrears. From being
taluks of sub-normal growth, they have
suddenly and even unexpectedly developed into
taluks of abnormal growth, with rates well
above the State average. Koppa is another
taluk which shares this distinction and its 22.1
-per cent rise is probably more remarkable than
the growth of ahy other ‘taluk in the State.
True, Bangalore North shows a 80.5 per cent
increase and Shimoga and Bangalore South
show increases respectively of 52.2 and 42.2
per cent. But these increases were not alto-
gether unexpected. Large chunks of Bangalore
North and South are really conurbations of
Bangalore City and it is only natural, therefore,
that they should share the latter’s colossal
increase. With the fifth most populous town
in the State contributing roughly 20,000 to its
increase, Shimoga taluk could not help showing
a 52.2 per cent rise. Bhadravati’s 37.8 per
cent and Davangere’s 32.1 per cent are under-
standable enough and so also Harihar’s 30.6
per cent and Tumkur’s 27.9 per cent. But
Koppa’s 22.1 per cent is truly remarkable.
Easily the most unhealthy taluk in the State,
it has never been able to show till now more
than a negligible increase, if at all. It has
always been regarded more or less as a death-
trap and official circles have known no severer
form of punishment fér delinquency, short of
dismissal, than a transfer to this benighted
taluk. But D.D.T. has achieved a miracle
and to-day the old Kannada proverb 33,592
wasy da@, sVA” (Send the offender to
- Koppa) is in grave danger of losing its currency.
Koppa’s present increase is symptomatic of a yet
more rapid growth of the Malnad’s population.

35. There are seven more taluks which show
increases above the State average. They are
Tumkur (27.9) and Kunigal (21.5) in Tumkur
District and Kankanhalli (27.7), Ramanagaram
(25.5), Devanahalli (22.5), Channapatna (21.9)
and Hoskote (21.9) taluks in Bangalore

District. Their high increases are hardly a matter

for surprise and call for no particular comment.

On the other hand Mysore Taluk’s position

near the bottom, with a mere 8.5 per cent
increase appears to demand an explanation.
Prima facie, one would have expected this taluk
to show a more than average rate of growth, like
Bangalore North and Bangalore South, in view
of Mysore City’s location within its boundaries.
But paradoxically enough, the very reason that
hag operated in favour of those taluks, seems

‘to have worked against Mysore Taluk. Thus

we find that while villages adjoining Bangalore
City have enormously increased in numbers
and boosted up the taluk growth-rates to
unprecedented heights, villages which lie on
the outskirts of Mysore City have, on the
other hand, actually suffered depletion due, no
doubt, to the Capital’s apparently irresistable
blandishments.  Obviously, centripetal forces
are at work in Mysore Taluk while centrifugal
forces are doing their best in Bangalore North

‘and South. In other words, Mysore City has

increased at the expense of Mysore Taluk, while
Bangalore City’s extreme congestion has driven
increasingly large numbers to settle down or
stick to the outlying villages. Of the other
taluks which show very low increases, namely
Chennarayapatna (8.3), Belur (8.2), Honnali
(7.6), Krishnarajanagar (7.2), Alur (5.7) and
Krishnarajapete (0.2), Alur and Belur have
already claimed our attention by reason of their
past deficits. Channarayapatna and Honnali
would have shown larger increases, had not
their relatively more prosperous neighbours
enticed away considerable numbers from their
native soil. Irrigation had caused a decline in
the population of some Krishnarajanagar villages
and a larger number of Krishnarajapete villages
even in 1941. The same cause has apparently
operated this time also to keep down the growth-

rate in these two taluks. '

36. We have now examined the highest
growth-rates as well as the lowest growth-rates,
covering altogether 23 taluks. This leaves as
many as 59 taluks to be accounted for. It is

- neither profitable nor necessary to examine

the growth and the growth-rates of these taluks
since they are at best of local interest only.
Suffice to mention here that of the 82 taluks in
the State, only 9 show increases below 10 per cent.
Of these nine taluks six are in the Malnad and
three are in the Maidan. Of the remaining 73
taluks, as many as 24 claimincreases above 20 per
cent, while the rest fall into the 10 to 20 bracket.
It is interesting to note that while there were
only 3 taluks in the State which claimed increases
above 20 per cent, in 1941 there are now as many
as 24 in this high-increase group. At the other
end, the number of low-increase taluks has
plunged headlong from 44 in 1941 to only 9 in
1951. This means that while more than half the
number of taluks belonged to the below 10 per cent
group in 1941, the number in the same bracket
has now come down to one-ninth of the total.
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37. There is one other item of general

interest which might be mentioned here, in
passing, with regard to the taluk growth-rates,
and that relates to taluks that have more than
doubled themselves since the turn of the century.
The pride of place, of course, goes to Bangalore
North (203.1) which has more than trebled
itself during this period. The others which
are five in number have more than doubled them-
selves since 1901. Three of them are in Banga-
lore District and these are Ramanagaram (117
per cent), Bangalore South (113.2) and Kan-
kanhalli (103.8). Davangere (108.2) and

Shimoga (103.5) are the other taluks which

share this distinction.

AVERAGE ANNUAL GrowTH RATE

38. We have now seen that the population -

of the State has increased during the last decade
by as much as 21.2 per cent, against the All-
India mean of 12.5 per cent. This is, of course,
the average of rates ranging from a mere 0.2

per cent in Krishnarajapete Taluk to as much as

80.5 per cent in Bangalore North. As we have
already seen, this rate is by no means a record-
beater, even though it happens to be the
highest that has ever been registered by Mysore
since the commencement of Census operations.
When we say that 21.2 per cent is the highest
rate ever recorded, we naturally imply that the
growth-rates of the earlier decades were lower
than the 1941-51 per centage. Indeed, as we
have seen in an earlier part of this section,
Mysore has been showing increases well below
the All-India average, all along, till it got out
of the habit during the decade 1941-51.

39. The fact that the growth-rate has shot
up to 21.2 per cent during 1941-51 and the
possibility of its hovering round about the same
level during the decade 1951-61, offer no
guarantee that the same rate of growth would
persist in the succeeding decades also. To
imagine that the population would continue to
grow at this rate, would be to ignore the law of
averages. Whatever value decennial rates may
have for purposes of comparison, they cannot
supplant annual averages in the long haul for
predicting future rates of growth. Apart from
this consideration, the fact that the Demo-
graphic Yearbooks published by the United
Nations’ Department of Social Affairs, exhibit
only annual rates of increase, offers yet another
argument in favour of studying the average

- mere 4 per cent rise.

annual rates of growth. Here is how they run
between 1881 and 1951 :—

Average annual growth rates 1881-1951

 District Annual rate

MYSORE STATE .. .. 1:7
Bangalore 2.2
"Kolar 1.5
Tumkur 2.4
Mysore 1.0
Mandya - 1.4
Chitaldrug 2.5
Hassan 1.0
Chikmagalur 0.6
Shimoga 0.4

ANNUAL GROWTH BY DISTRICTS

40. When we examined the decennial growth-
rates we found that with the exception of
Bangalore District, no other district could
boast of an increase even approaching the State
average. If the State average was high in spite -
of the low district rates, it was obviously
because of heavy city contributions. The
average annual growth-rates show, on the other
hand, that the State rate is indebted to two
other districts, namely, Tumkur and Chitaldrug
for its present size, apart from the contribution
of Bangalore District and the three Cities. These
two are healthy districts with large tracts of
cultivable land hungering for cultivation. The

.Bangalore-Poona line runs through both the

districts for a considerable distance and both are
served by a large net-work of excellent motor-
able roads. Indeed, with the possible exception
of Bangalore District, nowhere else are condi-
tions more favourable in the State for a rapid
increase of population than in these two districts.:
Tumkur’s annual rate of 2.4 per cent and-
Chitaldrug’s 2.5 per cent increase bear witness
to this position. Bangalore District’s 2.2 per
cent needs no explanation. Itis Dame Fortune’s
darling and its growth is as inevitable as fate.
Shimoga’s unfortunate position is a legacy of
the past. While the rest of the country was
recovering rapidly from the effects of famine,
this district was still dawdling along, with a
This was so because while
the other districts suffered depletion through
death alone, this unfortunate district suffered
a loss through yet another cause. Upto the
out-break of famine, there were in the interior
of the Malnad and particularly in the Shimoga
District, two classes of slaves called the Huttal
(born servant) and Kondal (bought servant)
with many of the ryots. During the famine

6
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their masters finding it difficult to maintain
them, allowed them to go free wherever they
pleased. These emancipated slaves migrated
into the Maidan districts and settled down there.
Shimoga "being the largest slave-holder was
naturally the worst sufferer. ‘Deprived of slave-
labour, agricultural operations in the district
perceptibly languished. Plague found a popu-
lation still recovering from the effects of famine
and extracted fromit a very heavy toll. Shimoga
had the worst of it again when the Influenza
pandemic swept througn the country. By 1921
the tide had turned and the district was well on
the road to recovery. It now claims a 18.2
per cent increase. The two other Malnad
districts namely Hassan and Chikmagalur which
had suffered only less than Shimoga, have also
staged a grand recovery and are now poised for
bigger increases along with Shimoga. It may
be safely -assumed that these three districts
would show hereafter increases well above one
per cent per annum. All things considered, the
odds are that future increases of population in
the districts would range from a minimum of
1 per cent to a maximum of 2.5 per cent per

annum, -excluding of course the Cities. The .

State rate might reasonably be expected to hover
around 1.7 per cent.’ ' |

FuTurE INCREASES

41. If the same rate of increase is maintained,
the State’s population would be doubling itself
in about 42 years, that is to say before the end
of the present century. We need not have to
wait even that long to see Chitaldrug and
Tumkur Districts doubling themselves. Indeed,
we may expect the 1981 Census to see these two
districts well past that landmark, if they con-
tinue to maintain their present rates of growth.
Bangalore District will attain this dubieus dis-
tinction within 3 years after these districts and
the turn of the next century will witness Mandya
and Kolar joining their ranks. Even the noto-
riously sluggish dg.istrict of Mysore and the three
Malnad districts would be reaching the goal,
round about the centenary of Influenza. Thus,
within a period of about seventy years, every-
one of the districts will have at least doublad
itself and some of them would have even
quadrupled themselves. The actual year in
which each would register a hundred per cent
increase if the same average rate of increase
should continue is shown in the following
statement :— : : '

Probable year of population doubling itself

Year in
o Annual rate -which
District . of population
tncrease would be
doubled
MYSORE STATE .. 1.7 - 1892
Bangalore . 2.2 1983
Kolar .. 1.6 1998
Tumkur .. 2.4 1980
Mysore . . 1.0 2021
Mandya . 1.4 2001
Chitaldrug .. 2.6 1979
Hassan . 1.0 2021
Chikmagalur . 1.0 2021
Shimoga .. 1.0 2021

_ 42. These figures might look fantastic. But,
it should be remembered that what are given

~.in the above statement are averages worked out

for a seventy-year period, the greater part of
which was marked by diminishing growth-rates.
The figures are therefore, if anything, conserva-
tive. Indications actually are on the contrary
that the State and district populations would
double themselves much sooner than are ex-
pected on the- basis of annual averages. This
conclusion would be inescapable if we examine
minutely the factors that contribute to an
increase and their possible trends.

FACTORS FAVOURING INCREASE

(i) Immagration

'43. A favourable balance of migration and
excess of births over deaths are the two factors
that make for an increase, as everyone knows.
A study of the migration figures of past Cen-
suses discloses that the number coming into
Mysore has always been larger than the number
going out of it. As we shall see in another
section, more persons have found shelter in
Mysore during the past decade than during the
whole of the period between 1911 and 1941,
while the number of Mysoreans living outside
has remained practically the same. The reason
for this is not far to seek. During the last
decade there has been such a fury of industriali-
sation as the State has never witnessed before
and this accounts for the phenomenally large
balance of migration disclosed by the 1951
count. The remarkable strides that industriali-
sation has taken in the State during the last
decade is borne out by the fact that while it
took over forty years for the number of factories
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to reach 318 in 1941, the last ten years alone
have added as many as 261 large industrial
establishments, taking the total to 6579 in 1951.
All these, notably the Hindustan Aircraft Fac-
tory and the Indian Telephone Industries, have
sucked in large numbers from outside the State.
Expansion of existing industries like the Bhadra-
vati Iron and Steel Works has also attracted a
considerable number of Non-Mysoreans. The
opening of Mahatma Gandhi Hydro-Electric
Works during the decade has greatly accelerated
the process of industrialisation, and the proposed
Honnemaradu and Mekedatu projects with an
estimated yield of over 500,000 K.W. of electri-
city may be expected to provide, on completion,
the proverbial seven-league boots to industrial
development in the State. A gigantic machine-

tool factory is already coming into being and a

host of other enterprises are under active con-
sideration. = These developments cannot but
attract an increasingly large number of outsiders
to settle down in the State.

(ii) Natural increase

44. The other factor favouring an increase
is excess of births over deaths. Right down
from 1881, the State has always sported a
surplus, even when plague and influenza swept

through the country and health and medical -

services were not quite as efficient then as they
are to-day. In 1881, these services accounted
for an expenditure of less than a lakh. By
1891, the expenditure had risen to 2.5 lakhs.
The turn of the century saw the figure mounting
to 3.9 lakhs and 1911 claimed as much as 4.7
lakhs. More than twice this amount was
spent in 1921 and thrice the sum in 1931. By
1941 the figure had risen to Rs. 23.3 lakhs. It
has now zoomed up to the record total of 81.1
lakhs, that is to say, over ninety times the ex-
penditure incurred on public health and medical
servicesin 1881. There are to-day as many as 490
medical institutions, each serving an area of
60 square miles where but ten years ago there
were only 311, each caring for an area of 94
square miles. While Government spent only
Re. 0-4-6 per capita in 1941, they were spend-
ing as much as Re. 0-15-2 in 1951. These
figures proclaim the rising tempo of war against
death and disease which Government have been
waging all these years with relentless fury.
With so much attention paid for expansion of the
medical services and improvement of environ-
mental sanitation, it was inevitable that the

death-rate should register a fall. It was inevit-
able, by the same token, that the survival rate
should correspondingly rise. In the years to
come, the battle against disease would, of course,
be pursued as savagely as ever and in conse-
quence, further gains in survival are only to be
expected, particularly because there are no
indications that the birth-rate would fall during
the next few decades. There are reasons to
believe, on the contrary, that the rate would
register further gains in the coming years. Let
us examine the grounds for this assumption.

45. A study of the past Censuses shows that
each succeeding Census has invariably produced
a larger crop of children than its predecessors
which means that the number of potential
parents has always been.on the increase. This
in turn means, that other things remaining the
same, the number of children will also be on the
increase. The 1881 Census had confessed to a
total of 0.98 million under-ten-year olds. Now,
seventy years later, the number has increased -
by 141.7 per cent although the State’s popula-
tion has gained by only 116.4 per cent during
the same period. If the same rate of increase
were to continue over the next seventy years,
the year 2021 would show as many as
5.7 million children under the age of ten, a
figure roughly equal to the entire population of
the State a century before (i.e., 1921).

' 46. Even our admittedly - defective vital
statistics show that our irfant mortality rate
has been steadily on the decline.. From roughly
150 per thousand births in 1940-1, the rate has

" now shrunk to about 125. Even if the same

rate should persist during the rest of the present
century without any further improvement,
the next seventy years should witness a larger
percentage of increase in the below-ten bracket
than what the past seventy years have been
able to achieve.- It might plausibly be argued
that because our vital-registration is defective,
the conclusion we have reached is also tarred with
the same brush. - But this argument ignores the
fact that our conclusion is based not on dimen-
sion but on direction, not on the rates themselves
but on their trends. That thé rates are open to
question is readily conceded. There can be no
doubt, however, that the trend is very defi-
nitely towards a decline in the infant mortality
rate. It follows then that future rates of
growth must necessarily be higher than past -
increases, - o
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47. The old tag about paternity being a
matter of opinion and maternity a matter of
fact has & Census significance despite its obvious
flippancy. For, test-tubes may replace fathers;
but children ‘must have mothers.” Till science
invents a satisfactory substitute for mothers,

the number of children born must be related

to the number of women who bear them. If

the number of mothers be large, the number of

children will also be large. We have already
- geen that in Mysore the number of children has
always been large and has always been on the
‘increase. Since the number of female children
has invariably exceeded the males, it follows that
we have always had a large number of potential
mothers, and an increasingly large number
actually in the reproductive ages. Here are
the figures in support of the above argument :

~* Female population aged 0-50
Age-Group 1921 .

- 1931 1941 1951

0-10 .. 800381 915594 1018721 1,198,830
10-20 575683 601,399 766020 977,150
20-30 535847  5O4T88 677,988 777,790
30-40 381,691 419,791 476936 556,440
40-50 264,150 265,450 . 311,349 336,260

. ‘Every age-group, it will be noticed in the above
statement, shows an increase at each succeeding

Census. ‘The increases under age-group 0-10 .

are particularly noteworthy. Any increase in
this age-bracket would automatically set up
what might be. called a chain-reaction, since it
passes on its gains to the reproductive ages,
which in turn would help to swell the numbers
under 0-10. The process has been gathering
momentum with the steady fall in infant and
maternal mortality rates in recent years, and this
is reflected in the statement given above.

48. As we have already observed, the
effect of a fall in infant mortality rate would be
to further increase the growth-rate. The result
would be more or less the same when there is a
decline in maternal mortality rate, since there
would be a larger number of women participating
in the game of life and consequently a larger
number of -children, than there would otherwise
be. The increases observed in the above state-
ment must, therefore, be attributed partly to
reductions that have occurred in the maternal
© mortality rates and partly to other factors.
The latest available figures show that the rate

has plunged from 13.2 per cent in 1941 to a
mere 4 per cent in 1951.

49. At first sight these figures appear to ask
for a bag of salt. The fall from 1941-51 is so
steep indeed, that one would be tempted to brand
the figures as worthless. Actually, however,
they are not so; for, Census facts which usually
condemn vital statistics offer surprisingly
enough corroborative evidence in this case.

"For example, when the 0-10 group of 1931

became the 10-20 group of 1941, it had lost as

- much as 16.3 per cent in the process, while the

number of females in the same age-group in
1941 suffered a diminution by only 4.1 per cent
when they entered the 10-20 bracket in 1951.
Since it is the early child-bearing ages (15-20)
that are exposed most to maternity risks, the
cut in the losses claimed by 1951 must be attri-
buted largely to a fallin the maternal morta-
lity rate, caused no doubt by better obstetrical
attention during the decade 1951-61 than at
any time in the past. The same phenomenon
is noticeable when we compare the facts of the
under-ten-year-olds of 1911 with that of the
girls of 1921 when they entered the age-group
30-40, the former in 1941 and the latter in 1951.
The figures show that by the time children of
1911 had turned into women of 30-40 in 1941,

* as many as 359 of them had paid the debts of -

nature, for every thousand. The under-ten-
year-olds of 1921 were on the other hand more’
fortunate since they had lost only 305 in every
thousand by the time they moved into the same
age-group in 1951. Here again, the cutin the
losses must be attributed to a very large extent
to a fall in the maternal mortality rate.

Furure TRENDS

50. The above examples should suffice to
show that maternal mortality has definitely
declined in the State. This decline, coupled
with the fall in the infant mortality rate, would
undoubtedly raise a larger crop of children every
year than before and consequently further gains
in the growth-rate are only to be expected,
unless some expected calamity intervenes to wipe
out the gains. No one can say what the future
will bring. But, if it is true that future growth
will represent orderly extensions of past trends,
then the State’s population will have doubled
itself before the end of the present century.
No one need be surprised if that should actually
happen, as conditions in Mysore are just the ones
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which Notestein describes as favouring a rapid world markets, The main result of such

growth of population. He says:* changes is a huge increase in the number of
“Populations that have survived thousands human beings existing in a precarious state
of years of terrific depletion by disease, of poverty. > S
internecine warfare, and famine have | ‘
developed the social institutions that lead 51. All this is what we expect would happen
to extremely high fertility. Fertility  in the future. But the future they say is in the
ample to permit survival under such condi- lap of the Gods. What our grand-parents were
tions will support growth as soon as strong i3 interesting history. 'What our grand-children
government, a little modern transportation, would be is interesting speculation. We live -

and relatively simple public health measures in the present and the present is of greater
cut the toll of catastrophe. Even more  moment to us than either the past or the future.
rapid growth is permitted when, as hagsbeen =~ The question is not whether there were too many
the case in the more highly developed  or too few in the past, or whether there will be
colonial areas, irrigation is extended, new  too many or too few in the future. The question
agricultural techniques are introduced, and = we have to answer is ‘Are we too many ’ ?

the region’s specialised products obtain -

* Frank W Notestein The Facts of Life p. 27.



THE PROBLEM OF NUMBERS



ARE WE TOO MANY ?

1. The question of numbers is inextricably
knotted up with the question of subsistence.
It was indeed this fact that formed the central
theme of Malthus’s famous Essay on Population,
first published in 1798. DMalthus was not
actually the father of the theory which now
goes by his name. We have it on the authority
of Buckle that Adam Smith already had it in
his mind long before Malthus ever thought of it.
He even goes to the length of asserting that
“without Smith there would have been no
Malthus; that is - unless Smith had laid the
foundation, Malthus could not have raised the
superstructure.”* Adam Smith, however, did
not clearly state the principle in so many words.
The credit for doing so must go actually to
Townsend, who wrote in his book Dissertation
on the Poor Laws published in 1786 (twelve
years before the publication of Malthus’s
Essay) that “it is the quantity of food which
regulates the numbers o(t1 the human species. "}
Malthus develcped the theme and contrived to
attract attention to the problem by his some-
what arresting phraseology. ¢Population,” he
said, “would increase in a geometrical ratio, if
unchecked, whereas the means of subsistence
.............. could not possibly be made
to increase faster than in an arithmetical
ratio.” '

2. Although over 150 years have elapsed
since the publication of the Essay on Popula-
tion, the controversy raised by Malthus still
continues with unabated v
time many had challenged his line of reasoning.
William Godwin, for example, marshalled a
formidable array of arguments against the
Malthusian theory and went to the other ex-
treme of saying that *“the progressive power of
increase in the numbers of mankind will never
out-run the progressive power of improvement
which human intellect is enabled to develop in
the means of subsistence.”} Karl Marx ad-
vanced the view that property relationship was
at the bottom of all poverty and not over popula-

* Buckle, History of Civilisation in England—Vol. 3, Ch. 5.
1 3rd Edn. London 1817, p. 413. ~»—

{ W. Godwin On Pogulation London 1820, p. 626. 2!

§ Karl Marx—Capital Modern Library Edn. p. 773-4.

In his own life-

tion§; and Henry George more or less endorsed -
this view when he said “Neither in India nor

- China, can poverty and starvation be charged

to the pressure of population against subsist-
ence. It is not dense population but the causes
which prevent social organisation from taking
its natural development and labour from secur-
ing its full return, that keeps millions just on
the verge of starvation, and every now and

_again force millions beyond it.”|]

3. In our own times, there is quite a

- formidable contingent of Malthusians like William

Vogt who sincerely believe that we are multi-
plying so fast that unless something were done
and that urgently ‘“like Gaderene swine we
shall rush down a war-torn slope to a barbarian
existence in the blackened rubble.”** Our own
countryman, Dr. Sripathi Chandrasekhar would.
have Government distribute contraceptive lite-
rature with the ration card. There are more
than a hundred other big names flaunting the
Malthusian banner. Ranged on the opposite
side is & no less formidable contingent of. anti-
Malthusians like Kirtley Mather and Williard
Espytt who believe no less sincerely that popula-
tion will not out-run subsistence. :

" 4. All this might appear somewhat irrele-
vant to the question at issue, namely, “are we
too many”? Its relevancy, however, would
become apparent if we went a little deep into
the matter. Everybody must agree that there
can possibly be only three answers to our
question. We may say that we are indeed too
many. We may go to the other extreme and
assert that we are not too many. Or we
may say that we are just the proper number.
Though there are thus three possible answers -
to our question, nobody but a fool would
venture to give the third answer. It is the
casiest to give but the most difficult to
prove. Once we allow ourselves to be led up
this garden path, we will have abandoned firm
ground for ~intellectual quicksands, Let us,

| Henry George, Progress and Poverty Modern Library Edn. p. 122.

** William Vogt-~Road to Survival Victor Gollancz, Ltd., London P. 288.

+1 Kirtley F. Mather, Enough and to_Spare Harper & Bros., New York.
Willard R. Espy, The Bold New Program Harper & Bros., New York.
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therefore, forget the third answer and concentrate
"our attention on the first and the second. If
we follow the line of thought that gives the
first answer, we would find ourselves in the
‘Malthusian camp. If we take the other line,
we would walk into the opposite camp. '

5. Let us follow each line of thought
dispassionately and give our considered opinion.
When we say that we are too many, we
mean that there are actually more mouths
than we can feed. When we have more food
we breed more and when we breed more there
will be more mouths for each mouthful. 'The
more mouths there are, the more mouths there
will be that go unfilled. A new pair of hands
accompany every new mouth. But while the
mouth begins to work straightaway, it will be
some years before the hands begin to work. . By

that time more mouths will have come in with

more idle hands. . Besides, as Carr Saunders
says, “It is only under certain circumstances,
that the new pair of hands will producé as much
food ‘as.is produced on.the average by, .those
pairs of hands already in’ existence: and ‘at_
- work.”* The land at. our disposal is limited.,
The few acres we have may now be more than
ample for our needs,. When more mouths are_
brought into existence, we may find the produce.

just sufficient for our wants. - When the mouths™

further - multiply,” we.shall have to resort to
inferior soils which would only mean employing
more hands to produce less.. .If we still continue
to ‘multiply, a time would soon’ arrive when, in.
the_words’ of Mill, < *‘No one would have more
than ‘mere ‘necessaries, and " soon after, a time.
when ‘no one would have a sufficiency of these,
and the further increase of population would be
arrésted by death.’f .We may not believe the
Malthusian theory of.a_linear progression of
subsistence and a geometric progression of
population. But we. cannot brush aside the
fact that while the scope for growth of popula-.
tion is  unlimited, the scope for growth of sub-
sistence is strictly limited. Our .current food
shortages " prove that population. has . already
out-run subsistence. If we do not heed the
danger signal and check the growth of .popula-
tion in time, nature " herself would redress the
balance by wiping off the surplus numbers.
So goes the Malthusian lament.

* Carr Saunders, Poprlation Oxford University Press P. 23.

- at best.”? -

6. The opposite camp argues with an equal
degree of plausibility that we are not at all too
many. We are not, they say, like Robinson
Crusoe living on an isolated island cut off
entirely from the outside world. If there is a
shortage of food in one place, there is a surplus
of grain in another. The latter can always go
to the rescue of the former. Besides,  they
argue, our food-stocks can be augmented by
at least 30 per cent by the eradication of pests
and provision of better storage facilities alone.

- The great British physicist, J. D. Bernal, holds

the view that the world’s cultivated. acres can~
yield up to twenty times our current requirement
if only they are farmed by the methods already-
commonly - employed in Great. Brifain, "and:
Willard -Espy. asks . “if known, farming methods.
can produce all the food we need: for our present
population, if untapped acreage can produce all
we need for our children and our grand-children,
if Science and the sea can feed even the billions
of Malthus’s nightmares—then why -all- the
worry ?”{ As for population limitation, the same
author says, § ¢ to impose such a programme on_
a world where, as in the case of India, economics,
religion and sex are often mystically intermingled
will be 'a-slow and heart-breaking programme

- h N

OprIMUM POPULATION :

7. .We have followed the lines “of reasoning
that lead us to the two opposing camps. Let
us now get back to our starting point. namely,
the question “Are we tpo many 2’ or its variant
“Are we over-populated 2”.. - In-pursuing these
two lines, of .thought, we . started .on the
a priort agsumption.in the one case that we were
tqo many. and.in the -other case-that- we were
not too many. e never stopped for a moment
to -reflect whether either of. these -assumptions
was tenable.-- Qur. question implies- that  we’
have in mind a certain size of the. population
anything above which should be regarded as too-
many and anything below it as too. few,. or.in
other words, what may be called the optimum
population. This, again, raises another question,
namely, * What is the criterion of our optimum?”’
There are’ so many possible. criteria.to. choose
from that it is really difficult to hit-upon- the
one ‘which” would more  satisfactorily “fill . the

t John Stuart Mill—Principles of Political Economy Bk. I Ch. XIII Sec. 2.

Op. Cit—P. 44.
§ Ibid. P. 46,
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bill than any other. Some like Raymond
Pearl would have the expectation - of life as
the criterion.* Others would have general
happiness or the attainment of a high moral
level of life as the criterion and still - others like
Meade 7 would swear: by real- income as the
proper criterion. But none of these criteria
would answer our purpose. Perhaps, the nearest
approach to a satisfactory measure is the one
adopted by Mukerjee, namely, the extent of
cropped area.} East estimates that 2.5 acres
represent the minimum extent of land necessary
for ensuring an adequate diet to an individual.§
Mukerjee thinks that 1 acre per capita would be
adequate|. Russel,** however, thinks that 0.75
of an acre would be sufficient for a vegetarian
diet. Since Russel is an authority on Indian
conditions, we may accept his estimate and see
what would be the optimum density for each
district and for the State, taking 0.75 of an acre
of cropped area as the indispensable minimum.
Here are the densities:

Optimum density at 0.75 acre per capita

State or District Optimum  Mean Difference
densily densily
STATE . 801 808 -7
Bangalore (including City) .. - 351 690 -—339
Kolar (including K.G.F.) - .. 275 354 —19
Tumkur .o 311 281 430
Mysore (including Mysore City) .. 359 362 —_3
Mandya . 368 374 —6
Chitaldrug . 342 207 +135
Hassan .o 334 271 +€3
Chikmagalur .. 213 150 +€3
Shimoga .e 188 164 +24

8. If the function of the ‘optimum’ is to
show the extent of ‘over-population’ or ‘under-
population’ the protagonists of the concept will
get a jolt when they see the above statement.
That the ‘optimum’ for the State is exceeded
by the ‘mean’ is understandable, for it only
underlines the fact that the State has more
people than it can feed. By the same token,
the mean density excesses sported by Bangalore
and Kolar Districts highlight their dependence
on outside sources of supply. What passes
one’s understanding, however, is the excess of
the ‘mean’ over the ‘optimum’ in the case of
Mysore and Mandya Districts. Since these are
actually surplus districts, the excess would

* Raymond Pearl Studies in Human Biology—p. 355.

mean that owing to heavier yields, a muck .
smaller cropped area per capita would be ade-
quate to give the ‘optimum’. Chitaldrug’s
plus 135 poses a like conundrum by imputing
repletion to a- chronically hungry district. The
excess of the ‘mean over the optimum in this case
may -mean either relatively lower unit-yields or
a-larger proportion of commercial crops or both,
when _viewed against the background of  the
distriots’ food -position. -Whatever be the
cause, the fact remains that the excess or deficit
of the mean over the optimum cannot in itself
be regarded as proof positive of over or under-
population. It would be wrong, therefore, to
pin our faith on a concept which obviously has
its limitations. Champions of the concept might
of course argue that the snag-is- not in the
concept itself but in the choice of a proper
criterion. They would, however, be the first to
concede that the matter is not as simple as it
looks.  Opinions- may - thus differ as to the
merits of the optimum population concept. But
whether we pay homage to it or not, it must
be placed to its credit that the concept, or
rather the search for.a satisfactory criterion,
has helped to clear the deck of a lot of loose
thinking about the term over population. Itis’
not necessary for our present purpose to pursue
the question further. - e

Symproms oF OVER PopuLATION

9. In the foregoing pages we made a brief
examination of the various views that are
currently held with regard:to the population
problem and saw the difficulties -that are in
the way of arriving at any precise standard by
which over-population or under-population: can
be measured. All this does not mean that it is
impossible to say whether the State is over or
under-populated. It merely emphasises the diffi-
culty of locating the point at which the popula-
tion . is neither too large nor too small. "To
locate that point would, of course, be an interest-
ing intellectual exercise. Since it is sufficient,
however, for our purpose to know roughly
whether we are too many or too few, the exercise
is hardly worth-while. It is not worth-while
because over-population, like' fever, can' be
readily recognised by its symptoms. Just as'na.

+ Jumes Meade—Ax introduclion to Economic 4nalysis and Policy—p. 263,
t Radhakamal Mukerjee—Food Planning for 400 Millions Macmillian & Co., 1938—p. 6.
§ “Food and Population™ proceedings of the World Population Conference p. §9. A

Il Op. Cit. p. 6.

*# Sir John Russel The Way Out (UNESCO Food and Peoples Pamphlets) London Bureau of Current Affairs.
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thermometer is necessary to see whether a person
has fever, there is likewise no need to determine
the optimum to say whether we are over-popu-
lated. The main symptoms of over-population

are a low general standard of living, poverty, -

inadequacy of food and comparative low produc-
tivity of labour. Each of it cannot by itself be
regarded as irrefutable evidence of over-popula-
tion. The presence of all these symptoms
together, in a greater or lesser degree must, how-
ever, be taken as a sure indication of excessive
numbers. ' Let us see how far these symptoms
are in evidence in Mysore. - |

FaLL 1IN LIVING STANDARDS

10. He who runs may see that the average
Mysorean is about as poor as the proverbial
church-mouse. His standard of life is extremely
low, if not altogether appalling. An Economic
Survey that was conducted a few years ago
revealed that his average income was Rs. 65

per annum. . That was about the time when the .

authors of the Bombay Plan estimated that an
income of Rs. 120 per capita would be necessary
to support what according to them was the
minimum standard of living. In the intervening
years cost of living has zoomed up to dizzy
heights. With income making a futile bid to

keep pace with rising costs, inevitably there -

has been a deterioration in living standards.
Soaring prices have compelled large numbers
to part with their savings and properties in
order to make both ends meet. The fact that
many are unable to draw the full quota of their
rations only emphasises the tragedy. In
Mysore, as in the rest of the country, the middle
classes who have always made the most signifi-
cant contributions tewards social welfare, are
now threatened with extinction.

11. If the margin between income and

subsistence needs was narrow at the time of the
publication of the Bombay Plan, there would -

certainly have been a further constriction subse-
quently owing to runaway prices, even if
population had remained stationary at the
mid-decade level. Unfortunately, however, each
year has been producing its harvest of babies
and the margin which was already narrow in

1941 has become narrower and narrower with

each harvest. This is a fact which needs no
demonstration as every householder knows it
by his own experience. As a result of additions
to the family, expenditure patterns have ex-
perienced radical changes at all but the highest
levels of income. The proportion of expenditure
on necessities has enormously increased at the
expense of those goods and services which,
although not quite essential are nevertheless
important from the point of view of a decent
standard of living. While this is the position
with regard to the middle classes, the poorer

- sections of the population have been finding it

increasingly hard to obtain even the bare
necessities of life. How appalling the position
actually is may be illustrated by the facts re-
vealed by a sample survey conducted in Bengal.
According to this Survey ‘“food absorbs nearly
90 per cent of the total money value available
for consumption and little is left for other
expenses.”’*  Since food costs more in Mysore
than in Bengal obviously the position in the
former is much worse than in the latter.

12. It would be of interest, in this connec-
tion, to quote from the Report of the Royal
Commission on Population a passage which
describes ‘the effect of children on family ex-
penditure. "It says— S

“At all income levels except the highest,
parents have to make considerable sacrifice
to bring up their children. Children in

- larger families have a lower standard of

living than those in smaller families, and
even at relatively higher income levels
parents meet a large proportion of the cost
of their children by cutting expenditure
not only on luxuries, but also on necessaries
like rent,. clothing and food.  Savings
disappear altogether from the budgets of
many families as the number of dependent
children increases”....f}

The effect is more pointedly described by Hajnal
and Henderson in a Paper] submitted to the
Royal Commission. They observe ‘‘broadly
speaking, the effect of the accession of a child
to a family is to make the family peorer, .e.. the
accession of the child has the same effect as if a
certain amount of income were taken away.
The predominant effect in either case is to

# R.B. Lal and S. C. Seal—*General Health Survey,” Bingur Health Centre, All India Institute of Hygiene and FPublic Health

1949-P. 96.
t Report of the Royal Commission on Populaticn—P. 138.

$ Hajnal and A. M. Henderson The Economic Position of the Family—Papers on the Royal Commission ou Population—Vel. V.
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increase the proportion spent on standard foods
and reduce that spent on luxuries.” The
position in Mysore offers a striking corroboration
of the above statements. It must be admitted
that there has been a perceptible deterioration
in the general standard of living in the State
partly at least as a result of the large increase in
the number of children during the decade.

13. Let us examine the facts behind the
above statement. The average Mysorean, as
we have already seen, was earning only Rs. 65
per annum in 1941 as against the sum of Rs. 120
which was considered necessary by the authors
of the Bombay Plan, to support a minimum
standard of living. This means that in 1941
the average Mysorean was not earning enough
even to buy the bare necessities of life. He
was underfed, underclothed and probably had
a leaky roof over his head. In short, he was
poor, if we accept Gertrude William’s definition
of poverty as ‘““the condition in which the
individual’s income is insufficient to buy him
the bare necessities of life.”* What is the
position to-day ?

14. According to the Nutrition Adv.isory
Committee,i the following is the composition
of a balanced diet in terms of Indian dietary
habits :—

Composition of a balanced diet

Article of food Quantity
Cereals o 14 oz.
Pulses . . 3 »
Green leafy vegetables 4 ,
Root vegetables . 3 5
Other vegetables . 3 .
Fruits ' 3 4,
Milk 10 ,,
Sugar and jaggery 2,
Vegetable oil, ghee, etc. 2 .
Tish and meat 3 .
Eggs 1,

The diet of the average Mysorean fell far short
of the above standard even in 1941. Consump-
tion of cereals was probably adequate. But
of the other articles of foed, he could not afford
to have enough. Vegetables and fruits were
cven then a luxury and of milk the average
consumption was less than 3 oz. per head. The
ration now allowed is 12 oz. of cereals per adult

-only 16 yards in 1941.

~ every four families were living

per day which is 2 oz. less than the standard.
The fact that large numbers are unable to draw
even this quantity, only shows that the last
decade has witnessed a further fall in our
dietary levels ; and this goes not only for cereals
but for other items as well. Vegetables, for
example, have become a luxury even to the
middle classes. So also ghee. These articles
are now so costly that excepting the well-to-do-
classes, others cannot afford to include them in
their ordinary diet. The standard diet, in
short, has become a dream. ‘

15. If such is the position with regard to
food, the story is no better in the matter of
clothing. As against the minimum of thirty
yards per capita fixed by the National Planning
Committee, the average Mysorean was buying
This has now come
down to an average of 13.4 yards per annum,
not because of short-supply but on account of
lack of purchasing power. The fact that most
varieties of cloth are being offered now at less
than the retail prices marked on them serves to
emphasise the position. The marked fall in
the demand for cloth must be attributed on the
one hand to a widened gap between income and
cost of living and on the other to the extra
demands made on the already slender income by
fresh additions to the family. It is not possible
to assess the precise contribution of each of
these factors nor is it necessary to do so.
It is enough for our purpose to know that there
has been a fall in the per capita consumption
of cloth from the 1941 position.

16. Of the three prime necessities of life,
namely, food, clothing and shelter, we have
already seen how badly off the average Mysorean
is to-day as compared to his 1941 position. As
regards housing, a special enquiry conducted in
1941 had revealed that in Mysore three out of
in houses
having a floor-space of less than 300 sq. feet
per family. There were at that time onmly
49 houses per sq. mile and as many as twenty
houses for every hundred persons. To-day,
despite the phenomenal house-building activity
witnessed during the past few years, there are
only 17 houses for every hundred of the popula-
tion, although there are nine more houses

per square mile. Also, there are now as many

as six persons per house as against only 5

* Gertrude Williams— Economics of Everyday Life—Pelican Book—page 47.

t Beport of the Famine Enguiry Commission—page 106,
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in 1941.  This means that there is less lung-

space to-day than there was ten years ago.

What heightens the tragedy is the fact that the

people, and -particularly the poorer sections of
the population, are now obliged to pay two times
and in some cases even four times the rent that
they had to pay in 1941. While this is the
position ‘with regard to the poor who constitute
the bulk of the population, the fate of the lower
middle class is no less heéart-rending. Finding
it difficult to- make both ends meet, considerable
numbers of them have been obliged to sell away
their houses and live in rented houses under
conditions to which they are hardly accustomed.
It is needless to-prolong the story. What has
been said above should be enough to show that
the housing position in the State has greatly
deteriorated during the last ten years, and that
in the bulk of the cases, additions to the family
has rendered - the -already- inadequate' house-
room even more inadequate. . o

17. - Theése -- faets -proclaim the growing
poverty -of the people.: ‘There are, of course,
those -who argue:that it is not so. According
to them, agricultural commodities are" fetching
higher - prices  to-day thah at any time'in the

past. The higher prices have benefited -the

farmers enormously. Since agriculturists con-
stitute over seventy per cent of the population,
it can safely be said that, in "general, . people
are much- better off-to-day than they were ten
years ago. -So runs their argument. It sounds
5o convincing indeed that one is apt to swallow
the argument rod, hook and bait, without
question. But, facts tell a different story.
Obviously, those who have nothing to sell have
nothing to gain. The higher prices . benefit
only those who have surpluses to.sell.” Even
among them, it is'only the large surplus-holders
that benefit by the boom. Small surpluses are
swallowed up by taxes and purchase of essential
consurner goods like fuel, clothing, kerosene,
etc. -As the prices - of these articles have
soared to Himalayan heights the small surplus
holder'is: really no better to-day than he
was before and 1s, in all probability much worse,
because of intercensal additions to an already
large family.

18. That these are 'observed facts and not
a mere matter - of opinion will be borne out by
the - following - extract from the report of the

Special Officer who conducted an indebtedness
survey in Mysore.* He says— |
“The average and the poorer raiyat forming -
nearly 85 per cent of the land-owning
families has not, however, derived any
extra income from land on account of the
high prices for agricultural products, but
where he has not produced sufficient for
his subsistence, he has had to pay the
prevailing high prices for the foodgrains
. required by him. He had further to pay
- high prices for the requirements of cultiva-
tion such as cattle, fodder, cart, agricultural
implements and also for the necessaries
of his life such as clothing, fuel, lighting,
etc. - He had, therefore, to borrow for his
subsistence. The condition of the landless
tenants and labourers has been much
worse. The tenant’s share of the produce
 has always been less than what he requires
for his subsistence on account of the small
- extent of Jand he could secure for cultivation
. due to increasing pressure of population on
" land, and the _ever-growing demand for
land for cultivation due to paucity of other
occupations. He has therefore been unable
“to sell. anything out of his share but had
. topay higher prices for other articles of
his daily requirements... As the wages
‘which a labourer earns in a village are
hardly sufficient for his maintenance even
in ordinary times . when nrormal prices
prevail, he has found it difficult -to make
both ends meet with his insufficient
and ' uncertain. earnings in spite of the
increase in the rate of wages. These two
classes also could not but borrow and
their borrowings were mainly for their
sibsistence. "As the result of these un-
favourable conditions, the poor agriculturists
and the landless classes had to resort to
fresh borrowings during the last four
years. This leads to the irresistable
conclusion that during the last four years.
the average raiyats owning limited extent
of land and the landless classes, including
tenants and labourers have not been
benefited by the rise in prices of agricul-
" tural products; but on the other hand,
their position has grown worse and their
debt has increased. It is only the few
- big land-lords and businessmen who had
opportunities for profiteering during the

* 8, Nagappa Resurcey of Indebtedness of Selected Villages—1943 P, 20.
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War, that have derived benefit on account
of the rise in prices, and they form
only a very poor percentage of the total
population.”

19. The Special Officer’s findings relate to
conditions prevailing in 1945. But they are
no less valid to-day as they were at the time of
the enquiry. As an additional piece of evidence
Subsidiary Table 4.7 provides the rather distur-
bing information that while the State’s popula-
tion has gained by 21.2 per cent during the

last decade, the cropped area has actually re-

gistered a diminution from 6.72 million acres
or 91 cents per capita in 1941 to 6.34 million
acres or as little as 70 cents per capita. While
a little over 5 million agriculturists (including
dependants) were finding it exceedingly hard to
wrest even a bare subsistence in 1941 from 6.72
millien acres, nearly a million more have now
to be supported by 0.38 million acres less.
This is the arithmetic of the situation and
if arithmetic is to be believed, we cannot
escape the conclusion that the State is
over-populated. : .



REMEDIES

1. There can, of course, be no anna-in-the-
slot solution for this problem. The disease,
indeed, is so insidious that any idea of an
immediate cure is bound to verge on the
fantastic. Emigration is offered by some as
a way out. It is easy enough, in theory,
to ship the excess numbers to Borneo or
Timbuctoo. But the point is how to locate
the excess. One has only to pursue the idea
to its logical end to see the ridiculousness of
the proposition. In point of fact, as an
instantaneous cure, any other proposal is sure
to be equally fatuous or fantastic. The man
who is trying to discover a Saridon for this
over-population headache might be reminded
of Swift’s suggestion about cultivating a taste
for roasted babies.

BirtH-ConTROL—THE RHYTHM METHOD

2. The usual prescription for over-population
is birth control. It now sells under the new
label Family Planning. Experts like Dr.
Chandrasekhar have immense faith in this
prescription. The Planning Commission have
provided as much as Rs. 65 lakhs for family
planning. It remains to be seen what remedy
our experts would eventually discover. At the
moment, however, they are facing an up-hill
task. The Safe-period method propounded
by Ogino and Knaus (Dr. Abraham Stone, the
U.N.O. Family Planning expert calls it Rhythm
Method) is being tried out at Ramanagaram,
in Bangalore District and at the Lodi Colony
in Delhi. It is based on the well-known fact
that there is a period within a woman’s cycle
when she is infertile, and that conception does
not follow if the marital act is performed within
this period. The great merit of this method is
that 1t is perfectly natural and does not involve
the use of harmful drugs. Its additional merit
is that it helps one to lead what Gandhiji calls
‘a life of self-restraint in the married state’.*
Practised religiously, there can indeed be no
better method than this rhythm or ‘safe-period’
method. While other methods might lead to
wholly undesirable and even disastrous results,
no such effects need be apprehended from this
method. What is more, while other methods

* Mahatma Gandhi in Harijan dated 22nd March 1942.
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are in a way debasing, the rhythm method is
actually ennobling.

3. In spite of all these merits, however,
the Ramanagaram experiment is foredoomed to
failure. It is bound to fail because the necessary
climate for a successful propagation of the
method is not there. The women have no
calendars to go by and the beads that are
expected to do duty for the calendar are
nearly always either misplaced or miscounted. -
They are, moreover, ignorant of their own
gynecological peculiarities and are, in any case,
too shy to discuss such intimate details with
total strangers. If they are not and where
everything else is favourable, the husband may
resent interference with his marital right. He
may not, of course, say so. in so many words ;
but it all amounts to the same thing in the end.
The poor fellow is idle for seven months in the
year and practically the only recreation he has
1s procreation. To ask such a man to time his
ardour to the safe-period, is to ask for failure—
at best. But then failure has its lessons no less
than success and it is to be presumed that the
sponsors of the Ramanagaram experiment are
pursuing their programme more for the lessons
than for the results.

BirTH CoNTROL PROPAGANDA

4. Then there is that excellent suggestion
of Dr.” Chandrasekhar about distributing con-
traceptive literature with the ration cards.
The 20.6 per cent of the State’s population who
are literate, study the handouts and start
contemplating the pleasures of single blessedness.
The illiterate 79.4 per cent chew up the succulent
stuff and promptly forget their bed-mates. It
is all very simple and very pleasant and one
really cannot undgrstand therefore why Note-
stein says ‘“People who think a solution can be
found merely in the widespread dissemination of
contraceptive knowledge are not much more
realistic. The fact is that the population already
has more knowledge of the means of controlling
fertility than it uses. Inexpensive and ‘more
effective methods would gain some acceptance,
but at present the mass of the rural peasants
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would remain uninterested.”* Clearly Notestein
is something worse than a pessimist: he is a
defeatist. Otherwise, he would have realised
at once that the cure for over-population is
birth-control - in the same way as the cure for
misery is happiness and the cure for poverty
is wealth. We have only to spray contraceptive
literature all over\the State, to see our over-
population problem clearing away like mist.
At least that is what Dr. Chandrasekhar
more or less believes.

5. This belief in .the - efficacy of birth-
control propaganda in checking population
growth is essentially doctrinaire. For it ignores
‘the challenge of hard facts and finds cheap
satisfaction in vague generalisations. Contra-
ceptive literature may be dumped on every
“household. But when 80 per cent of the popu-
lation are unable to read and the remaining 20
per, cent are indifferent, the money spent on
‘printing and distributing the Lterature is
clearly so much good money poured down the
drain. It might. conceivably be argued that
there are other means of putting our ideas
across than the distribution of handouts. While
conceding this point, it must be pointed out
that the ultimate result is bound to be the same,
whatever the form of our propaganda.' This
is because the remedies are either impracticable
or .beyond ‘the reach. of the common man.
Actually there can only be two possible remedies,
namely . exercise of self-control and. secondly
application of scientific methods of birth-control.
The first is impracticable and the second is
impossible. -

ArtrFiciar METHODS

‘6. For thousands of years, our scriptures
have been preaching the gospel of self-control.
Yet, for all: their teachings, mankind has not
been able- to achieve continence. It 1s too
much to expect our words to-accomplish what
sacred injunctions.have:failed to achieve. As
for scientific methods of birth control, it is ridi-
culous to expect the common man to spend
money on them, when he is finding it hard even
to buy his rations. Besides, there is a consi-
derable body of expert opinion which regards
the use of contraceptives as definitely harmful
to the mother, Sedillot, for example, says

‘every married woman who indulges habitually
in preventive measures becomes abnormal in a
physiological sense and lays herself open to
disturbances of her health, especially of her
nervous and endocrine sympathetic system.’}
Even more important than the economic and
medical aspects of contraception is its moral
aspect. It is this aspect that Gandhiji was
emphasising when he said “ contraceptives
are an insult to womanhood. The difference
between a prostitute and a woman using con-
traceptives is only that the former sells her body
to several men, and a woman using contra-
ceptives sells it to one man.”t To put it some-
what differently, contraception debases woman
from the status of a Sahadharmini or partner
in dharma to that of an instrument of passion.
Instead of sex passing into the sacrament of
marriage, marriage merely becomes a licence
for sex-gratification. The sexual impulse was
planted in us not for the gratification of desire
but for the perpetuation of the species. God,
in His infinite wisdom, made it an over-mas-
tering impulse because He knew that without
that there would be no incentive to procreation.
Contraception makes a mockery of this Divine
Intention by treating the sexual act not as the
means to an end but as the end in itself, It
repudiates our conception of marriage as an
indissoluble spiritual union and blasts the very
foundations of mutual loyalty.

7. There may be those who would laugh at
this as pedantic nonsense. To them morality
may be a matter of opinion ‘and conformity
to moral laws merely a form of intellectual
slavery. Your ultra-modern- iconoclast might
even say that marriages are not made in heaven
but on the nuptial bed. What he may not
know is that marriages are also unmade in the
same place. Authorities on sex tell us that
mutual satisfaction in sexual relationship is,
by and large, a matter of adjustment to be
achieved through a process of trial and error.
According to them, the first marital experience
is not -always satisfactory, particularly to the
woman. Where, as in our society, marnage
is regarded as a spiritual union and the sexual

- act merely an attribute of physical life, un-

satisfactory intercourse causes no damage.
Physical passion sinks to the level of a physical
moment destined to vanish in its fulfilment,

* The Family: Its Function and Destiny—Science of Culture, Series, Vol. V., Harper and Brothers P. 272.

+ La Medecine Internationale—March 1830.
{ Mahatma Gandhi in Herijan dated 5-5-1946.
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while the spiritual bond remains inviolable as
the very essence of marriage, transcending the
contingency of passion. When, on the contrary,
sexual intimacy 1s the primary object of marriage,
the very first shock of dissatisfaction shakes
the foundations of marriage and the unsatisfied
partner would start looking for fulfilment in
extra-marital intimacies. Where such intima-
cies are not condoned at least fear of pregnancy
would keep the woman faithful to the marital
bed. Our birth-control advocates forget that
once this fear is removed, life would become an
orgy of dissipation. Even an ardent advocate
of contraception like Dr. Chadrasekhar concedes
this when he says “if contraception became
popular, it would at least abolish the problem of
unwanted children, even if it did increase at the
beginning the ever existing, age old problem of
clandestine relations of the unmarried or extra-
marital relations.”* An even more forthright
condemnation of artificial methods of birth
control is found in a Royal Commission Report.
It says: '
““the practices involved in the limitation of
families are responsible for much physical
suffering, for a deadening of moral sensibi-
lity and for a degradation of character
among those who resort to them ; and these
effects must have an unwholesome influence
on the general character of the people who

move in an atmosphere so vitiated.”t

Apart from its effect upon character, there is
medical testimony to show that artificial
limitation actually helps to spread venereal
disease by encouraging extra-marital promis-

cuity.}

8. The birth-control enthusiast is apt to
make light of these palpably weighty arguments.
But even he would waver when he comes to think
seriously of the economic aspect of artificial
birth-control. The trouble with contraceptives
is that they cost money. The really safe and
effective ones cost a great deal more than what
an average man might reasonably be expected
to afford. Besides, since.the cost of contracep-

tives would amount, in the long run, more or
less to the same as the cost of bringing up a
baby, any sane man would prefer the baby to
birth-control, even forgetting for the moment,
the obvious compensations of fatherhood. As
a way out, the birth-control champions might
conceivably suggest Government subsidy. But
then, when Government have been obliged to
abolish food-subsidies in a frantic bid to balance
their budgets, it is ridiculous to expect them to -
subsidise contraception. They might as rea-
sonably, and perhaps with greater justification,
be expected to grant family allowances. The
long and the short of ‘the argument isthat
artificial limitation of family is not financially
a feasible proposition, even if it can be regarded
as medically and morally acceptable.

Corrus INTERRUPTUS

9. Our discussion has covered two methods
of birth-control so far. One is the safe-period
method and the other is the ‘scientific’ method.
The safe-period method, as we have seen,
is the nearest approach to the Gandhian ideal
of “married brahmacharya.”§ But under exist-
ing conditions, its success is less certain than
its failure. The same must be said of the
‘scientific method’ also, though for altogether
different reasons. There is one other method ||
of which mention is made in the Report on the
Royal Commission on Population and that is
the method known as Coitus interruptus.

*This method, according to the Report, was

“at least until recently the most commonly
used ’** in England as well as in other countries
like Sweden, United - States of America and
France. An investigation conducted by the
Family Planning Association appears to have
disclosed that of the 3,000 women covered by.
the enquiry as many as 72.8 per cent had
used some form of contraception and of this
number 42 per cent had used costus interruptus..
We do not have similar data for Mysore, 7

but it may safely be assumed that the

practice is not unknown, though fortunately
it is not as widespread as in other countries—

* Presidential Address to the All-India Conference on Family P]anniné, Baroda, 1951.
+ Report of the Royal Commission on the Decline of the Birth Rate and on the Mortality of Infants in New South Wales—P. 30. " IF% .
t “Rebuilding Family Life” by Dr. Jackson quoted by Albert Nevett in Too Many of Us—p. 34-35. »

§ Mahatma Gandhi in Harijan dated 5-6-37.

| No reference has been made here about sterilisation (vasectomy), another method that is often a.dvpcated. The arguments against the
adoption of this method are, if anything, even stronger than against resort to other methods. These arguments apart, it must be
remembered that only mass sterilisation can be really effective. But js mass sterilisation a practical proposition ¥ J.B.M.

** Report of the Royal Commission on Population—P. 37.

1+ An enquiry has been conducted by Dr. C. Chandrasekhar under the joint auspices of the U.N.O.and the Government of India.

But the results are not yet published,
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- fortunately because it is known to be the worst
of all birth-control practices. Albert Nevett
quotes Van de Velde, a propos this method
as saying “for people who are normal and
sexually balanced coitus interruptis is not only
the degradation but the very destruction of
marriage, a danger to the husband’s health and
a crime against his wife.”*

Literacy As CURE

10. Thus, from whatever angle you look at
it, birth-control is not quite the panacea that
it is advertised to be. There are some who
realise the futility of birth-control propaganda
and suggest that a flank-attack on the problem

by- way of liquidation of illiteracy would
Available

have better chances of success.
evidence, however, does not support this view
and experience of States like Travancore-
Cochin and Mysore tends actually to prove
the contrary. Travancore-Cochin, for example,
has been claiming the highest percentage of
literacy and almost the highest growth-rate in
India ; and Mysore’s phenomenal increase during
the last decade has come on the crest of a rising
wave of literacy. It must not, however, be
generalised from this that our champion breeders
all come from the most highly literate classes.
The fact is that though higher education offers
opportunities for a wide variety of outlets for
nervous energy which illiteracy does not, the
bulk of our literates do not have either the
funds or the leisure to avail of such opportunities.
In other words, while the illiterates cannot see
these opportunities, the literates are unable to
use them. The net result is, therefore, the same.
We cannot expect our population problem to be
solved by the spread of literacy. Mere literacy,
without raising the level of income, at the
same time, would only serve to make the already
bitter struggle for existence even more bitter.

ARITHMETIC OF THE SITUATION

11. In the foregoing pages we examined
the pros and cons of the various methods of
family limitation on the a prior: assumption that
our population has been multiplying alarmingly
fast. Careful sifting of facts would show that
actually it is not so. The fact is we have been
working ourselves into a panic over deceptive
percentages. It is true that the State’s growth-

* Op. Cit—P. 104.
1 Dr, S, Chandrasek!

rate has sky-rocketted from a mere 11.8 per
cent 1n 1941 to as much as 21.2 per cent in 1951.
It is a staggering rise, no doubt, but certainly
not an alarming one. Damodar’s family con-
sisted of himself, his wife and one child in 1941,
Between 1941 and 1951 they got another child. |
In terms of percentages, this meant a 33} per
cent increase.~ If they had two additions, it
would have been a 66% per centincrease. Likewise,
if every family in the State had contributed,
on an average, no more than one child during
the intercensal interval, we would have had a

333 per cent increase, or a 663 per cent increase

if each family had two additions during the
decade. Surelyifa 21.2 per cent rise is alarming,
even a 331 per cent gain would seem catastrophic,
although it means no more than one additional
member per family. No one can say that the
begetting of one child in ten years is evidence of

_prolific breeding. When one chews up the fact

that actually there are now only 57 persons where
there were 50 in 1941 for every ten families in
the State, it becomes clear that our population
pundits have been scaring us with false alarms.
One of them, Dr. Chandrasekhar says “the
women in our villages oscillate between gestation
and lactation until a premature death winds up
the sorry tale,”t implying thereby that for the
average village woman confinement is almost
an annual event. There is something catchy
about Dr. Chandrasekhar’s phraseology, faintly
reminiscent of Malthus’s jugglery with the ratios.
Coming as it does from such a well-known
authority on population problems, there 1is
great danger of the rhyme in that statement
being mistaken for reason. In point of fact,
the rural mother is no more prolific than her
urban sister and investigations have actually
established that there is much better spacing
of children in the rural areas than in the urban.
In our villages, the breast has not been replaced
yet by the bottle and since lactation prevents
early conception, the fact that the rural mother
does not wean her baby sometimes even till the
third year must account for the relatively better
spacing observed in our villages. At any rate,

. she is not such a prolific breeder as she is often

supposed to be; and this is confirmed by the
fact that there have been only seven additions
during the decade for every ten families in the
State. Tt is significant also that the number of
children aged 0-10 has come down from 1541
per 1,000 married women aged 15-45 in 1941

har—Presidential Address to the All-India Conference on Family Planning—Baroda, 1951.
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to as few as 1528 in 1951. The relatively
higher ages at which marriages generally take
place now must account for this phenomenon,
at least to some extent.

Tue ReaL PrRoBLEM

12. From this necessarily brief examina-
tion of the State’s demographic position, two
apparently contradictory conclusions emerge,
firstly that the State is over-populated and
secondly that population has not been multi-
plying as fast as it is alleged to be. Few have
the patience to see that though mutually con-
tradictory, the two conclusions are by no means
incompatible. A man may be living almost
on the margin of subsistence. Yet, if he marries,
what was insufficient even for himself will have
to do duty for two. It is easy to see that from
the subsistence point of view our hypothetical
family has one person too many, although it
has no more than two members. If the couple
get a child, the position becomes even worse
and the family will have then two persons too
many. No one would say that a couple and one

child are a large family. Yet, paradoxically .

enough, we have here a small family which 1s
too large. Any sensible person would see that
the family is too large not because there are
too many persons in it, but because there is too
little income for its maintenance. The family’s
problem then, is not one of reducing its numbers,
but that of increasing its income, and what is
true of this family is true of the State also. Its
problem is not one of limiting the numbers but
thaf of raising the purchasing power of the
people. Essentially, therefore, it is an economic
problem and solution of the problem lies not in
family limitation but in economic development.
You cannot expect biological remedies to cure
economic ills.

THE NEED OF THE HOUR
13. All this should not, however, be con-

" diminution in the

strued as a defence of unrestrained breeding.
Actually, what we have been trying to prove is
that the usual methods of family limitation
recommended by our population pundits have
very few chances of success, under existing
conditions. For, so long as the bulk of the
population remain poor, scientific methods of
birth-control will be beyond their reach, while
exercise of ‘moral restraint’ would be altogether
out of question. Through some subtle psycho-
biological process unknown to us, nature compen-
sates for the frustrations of poverty by crowning
the poor man’s procreative act with a measure
of success which is rarely the meed of a man
blessed with worldy success.* By the same
token, eradication of poverty would reverse
this process and  eventually bring about a
growth-rate. The Five-Year
Plan that has been launched recently, is expected
to improve the lot of the common man and
usher in a new era of progress and achievement.
But, whether such improvement would be
adequate enough to provide him with those
varied intellectual interests and recreational
facilities which usually operate to retard the
birth-rate,} is highly problematical. Designed
as it is to ensure the prosperity of the nation,
the Plan cannot obviously be expected to touch
the individual, except in the most indirect way,
and any benefit that might accrue from it to
the individual must be largely in the nature
of an unearned increment. For the individual,
prosperity and a higher standard of living can
come only through his own effort and initiative.
Nature is bountiful and opportunities are im-
mense. They are beckoning to be exploited
as our Krisht Pundits have proved. The
individual has only to respond to the call,"
shedding his traditional indolence, perhaps too
his fatalistic outlook on life, to eradicate his
poverty. Planning for the family and not
family planning is the supreme need of the
hour and the desire to bring up one’s children
in comfort must provide the main motive for
such planning.

* This accords with the view expressed by Thomas Doubleday in 1853 in bis essay on The Great Genergl Law, in which he says:
“There is in all societies a constant increase going on amongst that portion of it which is the worst supplied with food ; in short,
amongst the poorest. Amongst those in the state of affluence and well supplied with food and luxuries, constant decrease goes on, "

In bis thought-proveking hook ‘Geogrophy of Humger ™ (London: Gollancz 1952) Dr. J. D? Castro of the Nutrition Institute of
Rio de Janeiro attempts to give a scientific explanation for this phenomenon. He says: “The mechanism of animal metabolism
which maintaing this functional equilibrium is complex but not at all mysterious ; protein deficiency leads to deficiency in the
functions of the liver; this results in a reduction or loss of the liver’s ability to inactivate oestrogens; the excess oestrogens
increases the woman’s fertility. Then, too, we have examined the psychological mechanism by which chronic b_unger_mtt_msiﬁes
the sexual appetite at the same time that it lowers the appetite for food, and the assistance this process gives in maintaining a

high birth-rate among the hungry peoples of the world.”

+ Willard Espy says ‘if life offers pleasures and satisfactions other than those of the marriage bed, the number of children will tend

to decline.” Op. Cit. pp. 45-46,

See also Foundations of Sociology by G. A. Lundberg, Macmillan Co., P. 431,
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MOVEMENT OF POPULATION

1. Data on DBirthplace gathered at suc-
cessive Censuses are the principal sources we
have of information on population movement.
These data are exhibited in Table D.IV in
Part II. This table furnishes the number of
persons enumerated in the different districts and
cities of the State classified according to the place
of birth. The places of birth are themselves
listed under four main divisions into which they
have been classed according as they are within
the State, within India or within or without
Asia. Another Table (D.IV-A) shows birthplace

figures by individual States in India, broken up

by livelihood classes. Subsidiary Tables 1.4
to 1.7 which are found at the end of this Report
refer to birthplace figures. Sinceé the volume
of migratory flow is greatest from and towards
places nearest to the State, Table 1.4 furnishes
immigration figures for each territorial unit

in the State separately for other districts in

the State, for adjoining States in India and other
places farther removed. In Subsidiary Table1.5
are presented figures of Mysore-born persons
enumerated elsewhere in India, that is, of the
emigrants from Mysore. These figures were
supplied by the Census Superintendents of the
respective States. - Here too the places in which
the emigrants have been found are classified
into adjacent States and others. Based on
these figures a total is struck for the total
population native to the State or the ‘natural’
population. Table 1.6 brings together immi-
gration and emigration figures of this and
the 1931 Census and gives the nett effect in each
case ; but it is superseded by the figures of two

tables given below for reasons appearing in the

accompanying discussion. Table 1.7 shows the
same information differently in the form of
growth-rates of the ‘natural population’ over
the last two decades. ‘

2. Strictly speaking, it would be wrong
to use the word migration when referring to
Census data on birthplace. We can only speak
of people who are Mysore-born (or Mysorean,
for short) or Madras-born, or in general, outside
born or foreign-born. In other words, it would
be wrong to assume that every one who had a

foreign birthplace at this Census, is a person -

* In a calculation made in the Census Report for 1911, this fraction is placed at 2/5 on the basis of a mortality of 40 per mille, .
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who actually came into the State during the
ten years after the last Census. To make that
assumption would be to forget the foreign-born
persons of the previous Censuses who might
have survived till the present Census. Nor can
we assume that all persons who were counted
as outsiders at the last Census are still alive
now. Of course, we would have had no problem
if we could keep track continuously of the
persons flowing into and out of the State. That

~ being impossible in the very nature of things,

we have, inevitably, to seek what guidance we
can from birthplace figures gathered at ten-
yearly intervals. As a wie media, we may
assume that a part (and only a part) of the
population enumerated with a given place of
birth at one Census survives till the next Census.
The question then arises; what proportion of
the migrants do survive % .

3. This proportion can be placed at one-
third. The general death-rate was, during the
decade 1941-51, somewhere around 25 per 1,000
per year. The most reasonable conjecture of
the mortality among the foreign-born of 1941
would be, - considering among other things,
their higher average age and the depletion year
after year, about 30 per 1,000. At this rate
in 10 years, their numbers would be down by
about a third.* Much the same calculation
would obviously be applicable to the earlier
decades.  Thus, to arrive at the actual volume
of migration in any decade we would have to
take away, from the number enumerated with
a foreign birthplace at one Census, two-thirds
of the foreign-born of the earlier Census.
Migrancy figures derived by this procedure
will be referred to as ‘adjusted’ migrancy figures

. in the paragraphs to follow. :

4. This calculation assumes that all mig-
ration is permanent and ignores that part of the
foreign-born population at each Census which
is merely in transit or on tour in the State. The
size of this part, however, is small and also
highly variable. - Our assumption tends to over-
state or under-state immigration according as.
this part of the foreign-born population has
diminished or increased from Census to Census.

8
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With the introduction of a quasi de-jure system,
the transient part has been practically eliminated
from the count both in 1941 and 1951. So the
migration figures for the decade 1931-41 are
likely to be overstated in comparison with the
decades before and after. In 1911-21, the
Influenza pandemic produced a sharp fall in all
population movethent. So even the figures of
1921 are apt to be over-stated. The errors thus
introduced, however, cannot but be negligible.

Tee GrowTH OF PoPUuLATION

"~ 5. The population of the State stands
now at a little over 90 lakhs. It has reached
this figure by increases which have risen rapidly
from 1% lakhs in the decade 1911-21 to 10 times
that figure in the decade 1941-51. If we take
the mean decennial growth-rates, the percentage
increases in the last three decennia are 9.22,
11.10 and 21.17. The rate of increase in the
last decade is remarkable. It becomes even
more striking when we consider the absolute
figures. The population increased by 5% lakhs
in the decade 1921-31, by 7% lakhs in the decade
1931-41 and in the decade 1941-51 it jumped
by a clean 17} lakhs. From these figures he
who runs may see that the mere excess of births
over deaths alone cannot explain the growth of
the population. Migration, obviously, has
played a very important role. Increased effi-
ciency of enumeration and changing enumera-
tion procedures could possibly be another ex-
planation for the figures. But we shall first
examine such evidence as we have of popula-
tion movement before we analyse the other
factors. (Differences in the procedures and effi-
ciency of enumeration from previous censuses
would, of course, cast their shadow on the statis-
tics of birthplace as on all Census data. But
it is not likely that these differences would
conceal or distort the dimensions of the popu-

lation movement revealed by Census data). .

We will examine the birth-place data as they
stand and see to what conclusions they lead us.
Starting from these conclusions we shall analyse
the figures: we have of birth and death rates.
If these two factors, viz., immigration and
natural increase can fully account for the ob-
served increases in the population, we need not
go any further. If they do not, then we would

have to fall back upon evidence, if any is avai-
lable, of under-enumeration in the past.

6. Mysore has always received as well as
exported population across its borders and
invariably immigration has been far in excess
of emigration. The volume of immigration
during the last half a.century is shown by the

following ‘adjusted’ figures :—

1901-11 105,752
1911-21* 104,282
- 1921-31 134,133
193141 168,201
1941-51 441,359

7. It is seen that while there has been a
steady flow into the State at approximately one
lakh right from 1911 to 1931, the flow has
increased very rapidly during the last two
decades. In particular, in the decade 1941-51,
the actual volume of immigration has taken a

- _jump from about 1} lakhs to 4} lakhs, speaking

in terms of adjusted figures.

8. Similar figures can of course be worked
out for the efflux of population across the State’s
borders. As the statement below shows, the
rate of emigration has been small right from the
commencement of the century and has not
taken any jump in the latest decade. In
volume, emigration has been approximately
half of immigration up to 1941 and in the decade
1941-51 the inflow has increased to roughly
six times the outflow. -

1901-11 42,454
1911-21 13,581
1921-31 57,931
1931-51} 139,136

- 9. The sharp -upward trend in the volume
of immigration as against the almost steady
rate of emigration is also clearly demonstrated
by the figures for the percentage of Mysore-
born population enumerated at each Census.
In 1931 as well as in 1941, out of every 100
persons counted in the State all except a little
over 5 persons were born in Mysore. In 1951
as many as 7 persons in a 100 were Non-Mysore-
ans. We may incidentally notice that even in

* In the case of 1911-21 depletion of the foreign-born of the earlier Censuses has to be placed at } rather than } on account of the
Influenza Epidemio, The figures given here are therefore likely to understate the situation.

1 Emigration figures for 1941 are not available since Census Tabulation was pot carried out in most other parts of India, The figure

shown here js 1951 minus § (1931).

N
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1951 more than nine persons out of ten had a
birthplace within the State. These figures are
apt to mislead us to. the conclusion that the
turn-over of population within the State affects
but a small section of the people and is therefore
of minor importance. Actually, however, as
the statement below clearly shows, the per-
centage of persons born outside the State’s
confines has indeed varied greatly even in the
past as between the Districts and Cities in the
State and has, in 1951, ranged from as little as
1.4 (for Mysore and Mandya Districts) to as
much as 36 (K.G.F. City). DBesides, as we shall
sce later, extensive transfers of population take
place from one corner of the State to another.
It is therefore essential for us to take a close
look at the migration pattern in the State.

Persons born outside the State

1931 1941 1951
A A, A
f R ] r Al | o A ]
D VD D
, o g s g
State, City or District - = '§ = -§ . §
3 g 2 § 3 S
< &< A < &

MYSORE STATE 314502 5.3 899,720 5.5 620343 6.27

Bangalore Corpora- 71,90} 23.32 93,702 23.03 194,910 24.94
tion, :
Bangalore .. 190,214 2,1 " 21,328 2.1 53,390 3.95
K. G. F. City .. 37,794 44.4 57,818 43.2 56,899 35.73
Kolar .. 34,668 4.5 36,745 4.4 40,165 4.13
Tumkur . 17,794 2.0 20215 2.1 255684 2.22
Myaore City .. 7,516 7.0 12,722 8.5 19,865 8.12
Mysore .. 14174 1.0 10,497 1.0 14811 1.42
Mandya . . s 7,009 1.1 10,226 1.42
Chitaldrug .. 31,568 4.8 32,188 4.5 41,280 4.74
Hassan .. 19,201 3.2 18,075 2.9 30,824 4.28
Chikmagalur .. 46,424 13.4 44572 12.5 62,151 14.85 -
Shimoga .. 44338 8.5 44849 8,1 70,238 10.58

10. We may consider the trends of immigra-
tion and emigration from two angles.  We
may first examine the geographical distribution
of the migrants in the country of origin as well
as in the country of residence; and then we
may see how the number of migrants has moved
in time, from decade to decade. For a clearer
understanding of the pattern of migration, we
might also separate the migrants into two groups
according to their place of origin, people
originating from the three States contiguous to
Mysore being placed in the first category, those
from other States in India in the second and
those from countries outside India in the third. .

PERsoxNs BorN ouTsipE INDIA -
11. We may first dispose of the microscopic

population whose birthplace is outside India. Of -

ing to the " agricultural -classes.

the 15,000 and odd Non-Indians counted in the
Mysore State as many as 12,744 are Asiatics.
In 1941 the figure for Asian-born persons was
just 1,639. The increase, however, is unreal
and misleading. Pakistan is now a. part of
Asia outside India whereas it was. part of India
in 1941. Besides, the entire Displaced Popu-

lation enumerated at this Census numbering

some 8,000 persons. is mostly . Pakistan-born.
However, if we exclude .the Displaced Per-
sons and take comparative figures for the area
that is now Pakistan, we find that there is still
a substantial increase in the .inflow, just asin
the case of the other States in India.

12. We may refer, in Vpasisi‘ng, to the Dis-

k‘placed Persons here. . Refugees from Pakistan

have made no serious contribution to the total
volume of migration into. the_State. - This is
obviously -because, in the blood-bath that
occurred after Independence, the centres of
disturbance were rather far away. from Mysore.
In. fact, the people who were.displaced into
Mysore were, generally speaking,. only . those

‘who. were well enough placed in life to be :able

to afford the long trip and who, in addition, had
relatives and connections. permanently settled
in the State long before Partition. And since
the State was relatively freegfrom communal
disturbances no more than a handful of Muslims

gave up its hospitality and left for Pakistan.

The majority of Displaced Persons comprise
those who have arrived from Sind and Punjab.
Even in 1941 there was a fairly large (455) and
influential Sindhi settlement of businessmen in
Bangalore and Mysore - Cities and an even
larger Punjabi population. The fact that the
exodus of Displaced Persons into Mysore was
sparked by the welcome provided by relatives
is also an explanation of the predominantly
non-agricultural . composition of all Displaced
Persons. It is interesting to recall here that in

1950 aserious effort was made by the Rama-

krishna Mission of Calcutta, with. the aid and
support of the Government of Mysore .to start
a land colonisation scheme-in the Malnad
regions of the State for the special . benefit of
Displaced. Persons from East Pakistan belong-
-But . these
efforts proved abortive on account of the long
distance over- which the refugees had to be
transferred. - .

13. To revert to persons born in Asiatic

~ countries outside India, even after excluding
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the figures for Pakistan, we still see rather
remarkable increases in immigration. As
against 2,588* for all Asians counted as born in
Asia outside Undivided India in 1941, we now
‘have 4,036. There have been decreases in
respect of Afghans and Chinese for reasons
which are fairly obvious. The Malayan quota
is almost stationary at about 222. The number
of Ceylonese has increased from 400 to 465,
a change which is more than adequately ex-
plained by the recent goings-on in that country.
But the outstanding increase is that registered
by Burma. The number of Burmese has shot
up from 657 to 1,861. One hasonly to remember
the tragic exodus of Burma-born Indians that

occurred in 1943 in the wake of the Japanese

conquest of Burma to realise at once that the
increase 13 the result not of an invasion but of
mass repatriation. The surprise then will be,
not that so many Burmese were counted, but
that so few have survived till the Census. It is
interesting to see that in spite of this large
influx of Burmese-born persons in the last
decade the total number of Burmese nationals

~‘enumerated at this Census is just 61, (Table

D. VI in Part II). This confirms that the
movement is one of repatriation.

PERsoNs BORN SuTsipE Asia
14. Turning now to Non-Asiatic immigrants,

we notice that increases have been recorded -

by all countries. The total number of persons
born outside Asia is 1,799, 1272 from Europe
(including the U.K.), 327 from Africa (mostly
Union of South Africa), 137 from America and
the rest (63) from Australia. Except the United
Kingdom and Eire, all other countries of the

world have held their own since the last -

Census. The fall in the British and Irish
contingent by nearly half from 2,257 to 1,272
is rather a neat demonstration of the
advent of Indian Independence during the
period under review. Not only did the transfer
of power to Indian hands bring about a rapid
shrinkage of the British personnel in civil and
business offices in Bangalore and elsewhere in
the State; but, what was of much greater
importance, with the Imperial Powér went the
British garrison at the Bangalore Civil and
Military Station. A much reduced and com-
pletely Indianised garrison now occupies the
Station.

15. Countries other than Britain and Eire,
however, have exported more people to the
State than before, except Continental Europe
(including U.S.S.R.) which - has sustained a
slight loss. We have 777 of them now, against
738 in 1941. Consistently with trends in world
politics, the United States of America has
doubled its 1941 contingent to 120.

16. The distribution of persons born in

Non-Asiatic countries (from which U.S.S.R.
~ has been excluded at this Census) is more or less,

on the same pattern as in the 1941 Census.
The majority of Europeans, South Africans,
Americans and other Westerners are found in the
Bangalore Corporation, among the large body of
businessmen, industrial executives, pensioners,
Anglo-Indians and their families that live in
its salubrious climate. At this Census, Banga-
lore District has also attracted a large number
of foreigners through the extensive industriali-
sation and colonisation that have taken place
within its limits around the periphery of the
Bangalore Corporation. Of the remainder, the
other Cities contain the large majority of
Westerners. K.G.F. City, for example, holds
all the South-African-born people living outside
the Bangalore Corporation ; the affinity of this
City—a gold-mining settlement—to the natives

- of one of the principal gold-producing countries

in the world, hardly needs explanation. The
same is true of Canadian-Nationals from another
leader in gold production. Kolar, with its
large American Mission Hospital contains most
of the Americans outside Bangalore. The other
districts likewise continue to invite Western-
ers from individual countries according to
set patterns. Thus the coffee and cardamom
plantations of the Malnad, the Christian Mis-
sionary Settlements in Mandya, Mysore, Hassan,
Shimoga and Bangalore Districts, the foreign-
controlled industrial enterprises of Mysore and
Bangalore Districts, provide explanation for
the foreign-born element in the respective

- districts.

PERSONS BORN IN INDIA

17. Of all those who are born outside
Mysore State, the great majority—39 out of
every 40 of them—are born in India. As
only to be expected, more than 95 per cent
of those born in India outside Mysore hail

* This figure includes persons shown against french and Portugueso Settlements and Indis Unspecified under ‘Borp in India’ in 1941.

Vide Table D-1V of Part 11.
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from States adjoining Mysore (Madras, Coorg
and Bombay).
share a border with Mysore, Travancore-Cochin,
Hyderabad, Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh have sent the largest
number to the State, in that order. In all
other cases the contribution from each State is
less than 500.

18. Again, out of every ten foreign-born
Indians in the State, 3 were counted in the
Bangalore Corporation, one in K.G.F. City and
one each in Bangalore, Shimoga and Chikmaga-
lur Districts. The contribution of the Malnad
Districts and the absence of any significant
" contribution from Mysore City are both cons-
picuous. The remaining three were distributed
mostly over DBangalore, Chitaldrug and Kolar
Districts (in that order of concentration) and
rather sparsely over the rest of the State.

19. Comparing the figures of this Census
with those of previous decades it is seen that the
immigration of Indians from outside the State
has taken a steep rise in the last decade.
Broken down by the area of origin, the figures
are shown in the statement below :—

Zonal movement of population™

M yabre-

Outside born , born

Zone of Origin p A N - counted

: 1931 1941 1951  outside

1951
North India . 560 0948 2,683 1,040

East India . " 687 956 2,683 1,438 .

South India 297,785 348,119 538,936 126,738
West India e 31,328 32,301 44,172 40,303
Central India ‘. 5,053 5,131 8,334 9,580
North Western India 3,859 5,942 8,543 1,766

Central India is seen to be the only place which

receives more from Mysore than it gives. The
State responsible for this situation is Hyderabad
about which we shall have more to say a little
later. West India, the main contributor in

which is Bombay, is observed to have very

nearly broken even on the exchanges.

20. The three Indian States which share a
common frontier with Mysore are, as already
cbserved, in a class apart. We may at this
point remove them from our focus, so that we
may study them in closer detail a little later,
after we have examined the other sources of

Of the States which do not”

migration in India. It is enough if these other
sources are surveyed briefly, for their contri-
bution to the total quantum of migration is
less than 8 per cent. ~ .

21. Of the States other than Madras, Coorg
and Bombay, our neighbours, the influx from
the States listed below has been substantial.
Figures for emigration are also furnished in the
statement for ready reference. - '

Principal non-contiguous area contributionst

. :Mysore-

L, born

Outside born counted

p A \  oulside

1931 1941 1951 1951

U.p. .. B60 948 2,683 1,040
West Bengal e 617 794 - 1,554 545
Orissa —_— 45 - 435 176
Bihar .} 58 6 307 680
Assam . 1 41 302 87
Travancore-Cochin .. 065 2,187 8557 1,341
Hyderabad . 4,224 4,428 6,628 8710
Madhya Pradesh .. 693 694 1,656 544
Rajasthan . 2,348 1,777 4,277 - 301

22. The most remarkable 'increases " are
those relating to Travancore-Cochin and Raja-
sthan. In the case of Rajasthan the influx is
mainly into commercial occupations and to a
smaller extent into -other non-agricultural
pursuits, notably the Armed Forces (See Table
D-1IV A in Part IT). Persons born in Rajaputans
and  Ajmer-Merwara constitute -what is
popularly known as the Marwari community.
In 1941 the Marwaris had on the whole
remained  stationary in numbers -although
their Western India Agency component
had diminished substantially. In 1951 they
have more than doubled themselves in size.
This invasion has not spread itself out. either
spatially or occupationally, beirg concentrated
in the Bangalore Corporation and in the field of
Commerce. Evidently, the Marwaris, shrewd -
as ever, and with an alert finger on the pulse
of Bangalore City have simply augmented their
man-power to cash in on the population boom
in the metropolis.  The immigration from.
Travancore-Cochin, on the other hand, is of a
different character. The major part of the
Travancore population found in the State 1s
in the Armed Forces which accounts for the
fact that they are mainly concentrated in

* For composition of Zones please see Census of India Paper No. 1. (1952) Lo .
t The 1031 figures are apt to be slightly excessive because they are the detorminations of a de-facto enumeration.
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Bangalore District as well as Bangalore Corpo-

ration, the only -two areas where military
population was enumerated at this Census.

Next to the Army, non-agricultural production

attracts the largest number of persons from
Travancore-Cochin.

23. In the cast of the other Indian States
the increases are all, in the main, due to the
stationing of a large body of troops in Bangalore
and to the rather cosmopolitan composition of
the staff of the Hindustan Aircraft Factory,
the Indian Telephone Industries, the Indian
Institute of Science and other Central Govern-
ment enterprises located in and around Banga-
lore. Of these, only two States call for some
notice. Hyderabad has already obtruded itself

on our attention by importing more Mysoreans

than it exports Hyderabadis. In 1931, Hydera-
bad was a nett exporter with reference to Mysore
and presumably the same was true in 1941. It
13 seen however that, while the number of
Hyderabad-born persons in Mysoré remained
more or less constant in 1931-41 and has, in-
creased only by 50 per cent, during 1941-5],
the number of Mysoreans in Hyderabad has shot
up. threefold (2,869 to 8,710) hetween 1931 and
1951. Tigures received from Hyderabad show
that the Mysore-born population is concentrated
mostly in Hyderabad and Raichur Districts and
in. non-agricultural occupations _related to
non-agricultural production and miscellaneons
services. The increased emigration is perhaps a
consequence of the Police Action which brought
the State into the comity of Indian States in
1948. But Hyderabad has always had close ties
with Mysore, This is witnessed by another
notable feature of the migration figures of the
State, viz., that Hyderabadis are spread through-
out the State in fair numbers, although they
exhibit 3 marked preference to non-agricultural
occupations. Hyderabad, in this respect behaves
something like a contiguous State, especially
- considering that even the population it receives
from Mysore is spread out among all its districts
without exception, The explanation possibly
lies in some historical association between certain
sectiong of the population in the two States,
The other notable case is that of the Punjab,
which contrjbutes relatively substantial numbers
to areas other than Bangalore Corporation and
Bangalore District. - This is cxplained by the
fact that the Punjabis and Pathans (now

classifiable as Pakistanis) have always been
preferred for watch and ward functions in large

industrial undertakings (as in the K.G.F.); as
well as by the circumstance that many Pathans
come to Mysore to follow the profession of
money-lending. Incidentally, Saurashtra makes
a rather conspicuous exception to the general
rule that immigrants from non-adjacent states

have more men than women. Indeed,
Saurashtrian ladies in Mysore outnumber
their men-folk by nearly 2 to 1. This is

particularly striking in Bangalore Corporation
where the proportion is almost 4:1. 1In all
probability this is due partly to Mysore-born

Gujaratis marrying Saurashtra brides, and

partly to the male Gujarati settlers being

"away on business outside the State at the time

of enumeration.

PERSONS BORN IN ADJACENT STATES

24. It is now necessary for us to deal with
the exchange of population that takes place
between Mysore and its immediate neighbours
which is indeed the most important movement
affecting the growth of the State. Of the three
States that have the distinction of being adjacent
to. Mysore, Madras_has the longest common
frontier, surrounding the State, as 1t does,
practically on all four sides. Naturally enough,
it claims the lion’s share of migratory movement
into and out of Mysore. Bombay comes next
with a short frontier at the north-west corner
of the State, opening into Shimoga and Chital-
drug Districts. Coorg lies to the west of Mysore
and its frontier opens into both Hassan and
Mysore Districts.

25. The pattern of migration from and into
Bombay and Coorg is fairly simple and we shall
therefore consider these two States first. The
statement below of the number of Coorgis in
Mysore and Mysoreans in Coorg according to
five Censuses i3 almost self-explanatory.

1911 1921 1931 1941 1951

Mysore-born persons 16,117 10,554 12971 .. 10,061

enumerated in Coorg™ -

Coorg-born persons 3,071 2,373 2,703 3,?399 _ 4,562

enumerated in Mysore

Mysore, we notice, has always exported popula-
tion to Coorg. We observe, however, a drop
in the exchange in the decade 1911-21; but
since 1921 immigration of Coorg-born persons
has increased steadily, whereas emigration to

‘Coorg has been practically stationary. Thus
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the nett volume of emigration has gradually
diminished. Three-fourths of all Coorg-born
persons counted in the State are found under-
standably enough in Mysore (including Mysore
City) and Hassan Districts, divided equally
between the two districts. Of the rest, the bulk
have found sanctuary in Bangalore Corporation.

26. Bombay in 1951 has received almost as
many persons as it has sent out. The number
of Bombay-born individuals in Mysore which
stood practically steady at about 30,000 between
1921 and 1941 has now risen to 43,918. What
is now Bombay State consisted, at former
Censuses, of several political units and groups,
and so figures for the past are only roughly

comparable with those of the present. However, .

it is seen that in 1921 and 1931 the number of
Mysoreans in Bombay State was only of the
order of 16,000 and has now shot up to 40,251.
Thus the decade 1941-51 witnessed not only a
general increase in the total volume of migration
between Bombay and Mysore but a spurt in
the emigration of Mysoreans to Bombay State.
It is noteworthy that three-fourths of the
Bombay-born population is concentrated in
Shimoga and Chitaldrug Districts which are
adjacent to Bombay. Of the rest, nearly two-

thirds are found in Bangalore and Mysore -

Cities.

27. The pattern of migration in the case of
Madras State is altogether different as would be
evident from the distribution of 1,000 Madras-
born persons, in different parts of the State,
given below :(—

Cities Mealnad Districts Maidan Districta
Bangalore = 314  Hassan ’ 52  Bangalore 80
Corporation
Mysore City 30 . Chikmagalur 69  Kolar 74
K.G.F.City 104  Shimoga 90  Tumkur 47
Mysore
Mandya } 42
Chitaldrug 49
TOTAL .. 448 211 _ 293

The Cities receive a major share of the immi-
gration. Among the districts, receipts are heavy
m Shimoga and Chikmagalur in the Malnad
and in Kolar and Bangalore in the Maidan. On
the other hand, out of 1,000 Mysoreans in Madras
State 104 are in Madras City alone and 272 in
Anantapur District. Of the rest, more than 500
are in the districts that adjoin Mysore State.

Comparative figures for past Censuses are as
follows :—

1921 1931 1941 1951

Madras-born persons 268,020 - 205,082 344,519 525,517

in Mysore State

Mysore-born persons
in Madras State

68,344 86,992 Not known 115,336
The total volume of interchange has thus
increased, especially in the last decade.. But
unlike in the case of Bombay, the immigra-
tion has grown much more rapidly than
emigration, ' o

Marr1AGE MIGRATION

28. The major explanation for "the  move-
ment - of population between contiguous
administrative units is ‘marriage migration’.
A purely political frontier rarely acts as a handi-
cap to free social intercourse between the
people on either side unless it is a formidable
geographic feature like a desert or a dense
jungle or a range of mountains; or unless there
18 an Iron Curtain. In the absence of such
obstacles inter-marriages and other social and
business exchanges take place among the.
families living in regions astride the border as
if the boundary did not exist. So it has been,
with Mysore and its neighbours. These ex-
changes have a rather profound effect. on the
birthplace figures of the States sharing the

frontier. The birthplace data so affected re-

flect a ‘movement’ which is ‘migration’ only in
a technical sense. Marriage migration is thus
a kind of illusory movement which arises from
purely social causes. On the other hand real
population movement is by and large the effect
of economic causes. We may incidentally note
that all non-marriage migration can conveniently
(and without much error) be designated as
‘economic migration’. o -

929, Marriage migration has two distin-
guishing features. The first is its effect on the
sex-ratio. Marriage migrants are prepon-
derantly female, since it is almost always the
woman that joins her husband on marriage,
and not the other way about. The female
ratio is therefore markedly high in all places
affected by marriage migration. The second
feature of marriage migration is its predomi-
nantly rural <character, since frontiers.largely
run in rural areas. Qccupationally, therefore,.

-
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it tends to be largely confined to agricultural
classes, especially the land-owning and land-
cultivating classes, and to pursuits connected
with commerce. Thus, where the immigrant
population has a high female ratio combined
with a high proportion in these occupations,
we can safely attribute the movement to
marriage migratién. We can go a step further
- and take the number of foreign-born persons
in the agricultural and trading classes with a
highpsfemale ratio as a crude estimate of the
volunfe of marriage migration.

30, Marriage migration is, for obvious rea- -

sons, greatly influenced by the terrain of the
boundary across which it takes place. To
illustrate with reference to Mysore State, move-
ments of this nature are likely to be large across
the northern and eastern frontiers of the State
where the country is wide open and the frontier
takes an irregular course which has no reference
at all to natural landmarks—as, for instance, in

Pavagada Taluk of Tumkur District which is an .

extreme instance. On the west and the south,
Mysore is bounded by hills and forests which tend
to restrict the exchanges to regions served by
rail and road. This is a ready explanation of the
comparative sluggishness of the south-western

area (Hassan-Mysore-Mandya) in matters of -

migration. The figures of Malabar District of
Madras State offer a rather pointed demons-
tration .of the effects of terrain on marriage
migration. Malabar although in possession of
a much larger opening into the State than
Nilgiris District absorbs only a tenth as much
of the emigration from Mysore as the latter.
This is because the hills and forests of the
Wynad which form its frontiers are not as well
traversed by highways as those of the Nilgiris.

31. Marriage migration, again, is a thing
which automatically swells as population grows.
This is indeed natural, for; the more people
there are in the State, the more people there

will be in that part of the State which adjoins"

the territorial frontier ; and the more the popu-
lation of the frontier region, the greater the
volume of the inter-change that takes place
across the frontier. In Mysore, the population
which was bowling along at a steadily increasing
rate till 1941 took a leap in the decade since.
Correspondingly, marriage migration between
Mysore and its neighbours will have shown an

unusual increase in the past decade. The parallel -
progress of marriage migration and population -

enables us to prophecy what is likely to happen
in the decade 1951-61. It would be safe to
assume that there will be further increase in
social migration. The pattern too will be much
the same, the eastern and northern districts
contributing * vastly more than the others,
and Madras claiming a lion’s share of the
movement.

32. Returning to the figures we see that
the following are clearly attributable to marriage

migration :

Immagration

From Madras into Kolar and Tumkur
Districts in all livelihood classes ;

From Madras into all other districts except
tl;el: Malnad Districts—agricultural classes
only ;

From Bombay into Chitaldrug and Shimoga
Districts ; agricultural classes only;
From Coorg into Hassan District (all
classes) and into Mysore District (agri-

cultural classes only). '

Emigration

Into Anantapur, Coimbatore, South Kanara,
Salem, North Arcot and Chittoor Districts

. of Madras State—all classes;

Into Bellary—only .agricultural classes;

Into Coorg—all classes; |

Into Dharwar and North Kanara—all
classes.

33. We have so far considered places where
marriage migration occurs in a more or less
pure state. A small proportion of it occurs
also in combination with economic migration.
It is unnecessary to attempt a separation of the
two components in view of the small numbers
involved.

34. The interchanges listed above account for
roughly one lakh of persons in either direction.
They form a fifth of the ‘crude’ immigration
but over half of the emigration. If we
include the marriage migrants who are found in
combination with other types, we may place
the proportions at one-fourth and two-thirds,
respectively. Migration due to economic causes
is thus largely one of immigration. In numbers
such immigration is roughly 6 times the corres-
ponding emigration. This is an important
conclusion to remember.
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Economic MIGRATION

35. We maynow proceed to a consideration
of what we have termed economic migration.
The economic forces that impel populations
from one country to another, or even from one
corner of a country to another, are too well
known to be described here at length. It is
sufficient here to identify from among the host
of possible causes those which operate in Mysore.
But before we look any further into the reasons
for the remarkable rise in economic immigration
during the last decade we must refer to and
take into account a migratory movement that
has been a constant feature of the Malnad
districts, decade after decade. We have already
noted that the three Malnad Districts—Shimoga,

Chikmagalur and Hassan have always returned -

an unusally low percentage of persons born
within the district. They have thus a high
proportion of persons native to places outside
the State and to other districts within
the State. We have also seen how marriage
migration has no explanation at all for the
immigration into these districts from Madras
State and accounts only for the- small

inflow from Bombay State into Shimoga

District—and only in respect of agricultural
classes at that—and for the trickle from Coorg
into Hassan District. The movement of popu-
lation into the Malnad is thus a very real case
of economic migration. The forces behind this

movement, however, are well known. Chik- .

magalur, which has returned the largest per-
centage of Ncn-Mysoreans for any district has
extensive coffce, cardamom and areca planta-
tions and a small extent of paddy lands, all of
which regularly attract labour from the coastal
strip below the Western Ghats around Mangalore
in South Kanara. Thesmall quota of Madrasisin
Hassan is accounted for likewise. These explana-
tions are confirmed by the livelihood pattern
of the -immigrants shown in Table D.IV-A
in Part II. Coffee and cardamom plantations
come under ‘Production other than Cultivation’
and it is this class that holds the largest portion
of the influx into these districts. An almost
equal part in the case of Chikmagalur District
and in the case of Hassan District twice as much
is absorbed by the agricultural labourer class
which includes workers on arecanut gardens and
paddy fields. Shimoga too has always returned a
high proportion of immigration at past Cen-
suses, and even here the reasons are no different.
The heavy immigration "among agricultural

labourers is due to the paddy fields in and
around Thirthahalli which seasonally engage .
below-ghat labour; that into non-agricultural
production must be, at least in part, accounted
for by the arecanut gardens. |

36. However, the three Malnad Districts
also show significant receipts under miscellaneous -
services and sources (Livelihood Class VIII).
This is evidently a recent phenomenon and it is
not peculiar to the Malnad. We may, theri‘gore,
leave this fascinating region here for the moistent
and resume our examination of the causes of
economic migration in general. S

37. The wonderfully equable climate of
Bangalore and Mysore Cities and their high
standard of public amenities, like water-supply
and sanitation, medical and educational institu-
tions have always had a powerful attraction to
intending settlers from outside. The same thing
coupled with a general well-being reflected in a
relatively low cost of living, has been true of the
State as & whole and this had made the
State a nett importer of population. For the
population within the State’s borders, the lure
of City life with its hazards and rewards
has become increasingly irresistible. During
the last few years the Malnad has started
attracting more and more people, now
that revolutionary methods of Malaria preven-
tion have .been successfully adopted in that
region. But, far and away the most important
economic force operating in the State is the
phenomenal rise in' capital expenditure -that
characterised the last decade and the terrific
demand for labour that it created.

38. The War and Post-war years, or, in
other words, the whole of the last decade saw
an unprecedented expansion in capital invest-
ment, private and public. - ‘A great deal of this
capital was absorbed by industry ; even more of
it went into public and private construction.
Industrialization was largely concentrated in
and around Bangalore (Corporation, except for
‘a few industries thaf. were started around
Davangere, Harihar and in Mysore City. The
existing industrial plants in Bbadravati and
Mandya came in for a round of expansion. As
an important training and supply base the
Mysore State witnessed a lot of military activity
in the first half of the decade. -During this
period, public construction was mainly the-
concomitant of military activity. Besides,

9
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the mainténance of roads, the railway and other
- transport works called for large expenditure
during these years. After the War there was a
spurt in building activity everywhere. As the
military demand for building materials became
less, house construction leaped. There was
tremendous expansion of school and hospital
construction all over the State. In Bangalore
many public institutions—the Indian Institute
of Science, the Central College, the Occupational
Institute, the Victoria Hospital, the New Public
Offices, the Office of the Inspector-General of
Police—all these and many more were: expanded
at great expense. Work on the construction
and renovation of irrigation tanks and urban
water-supply systems that was going apace
even during the previous decade became greatly
accelerated during 1941-51, with the increasing

-importance attached by Government to “Grow .

More Food” activitics and to urban sanitation.
Public utilities like the Mahatma Gandhi Hydro-
Electric Works and the Bhadra Project at
Lakkavalli absorbed enormous sums of Govern
ment money. : -

39. Capital, it is well known, increases
employment, especially if it is applied to
Industry and Public Works. - The geographical
distribution of this increase of employment will
be evident from the description given above.
Notably, the demand was mainly urban in

character; for except the repair of minor-

irrigation works,. all other activity was
confined to the towns and cities.  Another
noticeable feature is the pre-eminent contribu-
tion made by Bangalore Corporation. Outside
of Bangalore, - the largest demand has come
from the area around Bhadravati and Jog
(which includes the Bhadra Project area) and
around Davangere and Harithar. Apart from
these special areas, practically all urban areas
everywhere have shown an increasing clamour
for labour. -

40. Marriage migration, we have noted; is
characterised- by a high female proportion and
by an affinity towards- agricultural classes and
trade. Economic migration is exactly the re-
verse. It shows a high male ratio because
usually it is the male that ventures forth in
search of work ; and he usually leaves his wife
and family behind. - And the avenues of employ-
ment sought by him are almost invariably in
‘fields other than .agriculture. Judging from
these criteria, we see from the figures that the

w

following movements can be definitely attri-
buted to economic migration :

Emigration

To Greater Bombay and Poona City in
Bombay—all classes ; ’
To Madras City—all classes.
To Bellary District—Non-agricultural classes
probably attracted by the Tungabhadra
- Project.
To Raichur District in Hyderabad.

Immigration

From Coorg into Mysore City—all classes ;
into Mysore District—Non-agricultural
classes only;

From Bombay into Chitaldrug and Shimoga
Districts—non-agricultural classes only ;

From Madras into the Malnad Districts—
all classes; (Hassan, Chikmagalur and
Shimoga).

From Madras into Bangalore District, Ban-
‘galore Corporation, Chitaldrug and
Mandya Districts—Non-agricultural
classes only. , ‘

In the case of other districts, the transfers
are small and there is a mixture of types of
migration.

41. We have already seen that economic
migration is relatively unimportant in the case
of emigration, as nearly two-thirds of all crude
emigration is explained by marriage migration.
The remaining one-third is now easily explained
by the large contingent of economic emigrants
in Bombay and Poona Cities. = Three-fourths of
all immigration is non-social in character. We
now see from the above where and how the
economic immigrants are deployed within the
State. We notice at once that they are found

-in the very areas where we located a large

increase in employment.
t

INTERNAL MOVEMENT

. 42. It is now appropriate for us to consider
the movement that takes place within the State.
There is, of course, always a great deal of im-
migration between districts of the State and
from districts into cities. Customarily, evi-
dence of this movement is sought from the
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proportion of persons born in the same district

as the district of enumeration. But this pro-

cedure has the disadvantage that variations in
the natural increase of the population (i.e.
excess of births over deaths) especially if they

are large, mask the effects of migration revealed
by percentages. It is therefore better to deal
with absolute values. The ' statement given
below shows percentages as well as absolute

values, for three Censuses.

= Persons born tn the district of enumeration

1931
City or Diatrict pe A —
Actual Percentage
Bangalore Corporation 201,258 65.3
Bangalore .. 852,627 93.9
Kolar Gold Fields City . 43,424 51.0
Kolar . 712,363 93.3
Tumkur .e 813,615 - 94.5
Mysore City - 88,988 83.1
Mysore .e 1,373,663 97.8
Mandya .. . .-
Chitaldrug .. 607,856 92.6
Hassan . 550,743 92.3
Chikmagalur . 280,611 " 80.7
Shimoga . 453,418 87.2

One fact of significance may be observed here
before we examine the figures namely that
outside the Cities and for the State as a whole,
the great majority of the people are immobile.
This is due to the predominantly agricultural
. character of the State’s economy.

43. Turning now to the figures, we find
that Mysore District continues to lay claim to
being the most placid of all districts, with ‘a
proportion of 97 per cent. The reasons for this
have clearly emerged from the discussions in the
preceding pages. Of the remainder all the Maidan
Districts, five in number, have proportions of
more than 90 per cent. The three Malnad
Districts, Hassan, Chikmagalur and Shimoga
have percentages below 90 per cent, Hassan

having the highest with 89 per cent, Shimoga

coming next with 82 per cent and Chik-
magalur forming the tail with 78 per cent.
The three Cities have, as at all Censuses, the

. 1941 1951
A B ) [ g A "
Actual Percentage Actual - Percentage
264,694 65.1 494,156 63.4
979,892 94.1 1,241,649 . 91.2
71,211 53.2 ' 97,342 61.1
777,237 - 92.9 © 902,944 93.0 .
899,410 94.3 1,079,080 - 93.7
118,966 77.7 192,277 - 78.6
889,405 97.8 1,008,728 96.9 .
597,057 93.9 © 666,221 92.8
673,827 .92.9 802,221 ' 92.3
581,270 92.6 642,642 - 89.3 -
291,459 81.3 - . 327,441 78.3
476,218 86.4

545,356 82.2

least proportion born in the District. The
Kolar Gold Fields has the largest admixture
of population having only 61 per cent born
in the district; it is closely followed by
Bangalore Corporation with 63 per cent. The
percentage in the case of Mysore City (78) is
rather high for a City ; it is exactly the same as
Chikmagalur *District. We can conclude from
this that Mysore City situated as it is in the
mountain-encircled South-West of the State is
affected less by the current of population
movements and developments of the last decade .
than the other two Cities. - '

44. We may expect the Cities to contain,
as usual, the highest proportion of persons
attracted from the remainder of the State.
The Table given below shows that this is true
only of Bangalore and Mysore Cities and that
K.G.F., for reasons of its own which will become
apparent later, forms an exception."

Persons born in other districts of the State

1931

City or District r A N

_ Actual - Percentage
Bangalore Corporation . 33,311 10.8
Bangalore . 36,215 4.0
Kolar Gold Fields City o 3,885 4.6
Kolar . 18,903 2.2
Tumkur .. 29,996 3.5
Mysore City . 10,838 9.9
Mysore .. 16,147 1.2
Mandya . .. .
Chitaldrug .o 17,145 2.6
Hassan .. 26,993 4.5
Chikmagalur . . 20,680 5.9
Shimoga ve 22,231 4.3

1941 1951
- Yy ~ N
Actual Percentage Actual . Percentage
48,364 11.9 89,911 11.5
39,079 : 3.8 . 53,145 3.9
- 4,830 - 3.6 4,843 3.0
22,972 2.7 27,682 2.8
. 34,252 3.6 46,698 4.0
20,852 : 13.8 32,181 o 13.2
9,100 1.2 16,908 1.6
31,522 5.0 41,098 5.7
19,098 2.6 24,869 2.8 .
28,373 4.5 41,669 6.8
22,259 6.2 27,946 6.7
© 30,082 5.5 47,121 7.2
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The table also shows that, outside the Cities, the
Malnad Districts contain the largest propor-
tion born in other districts of the State. This
is evidently the result of the revolution in public
health and the spurt of industrialization wit-
nessed by this area during the last decade, and
the consequent attraction the Malnad now holds
to settlers from obher districts. Of the Maidan
districts the highest percentage is returned by
Mandya District. As we shall see a little later,
this district also scores in the export of its
natives. This curious mixture of both inward
and outward movement is due to a complex set
of causes. Marriage migration howeveris the chief
explanation. Besides, the southern and western
parts of the district with the Sugar Factory
at Mandya and the extensive channel irrigation
under the Krishnarajasagar Dam and other
reservoirs, have always- attracted numerous
immigrants from other parts of the State.
‘This has been helped by the trunk highway
and the railroad connecting Bangalore and
Mysore which cut across the District. At the
same time, the deterioration of dry cultivation
in the arid north of the district (around Naga-

mangala and Krishnarajpete Taluks) has driven

a large number of the natives of that area to
industrial and other urban occupations in Banga-
lore and Bhadravati.  Once again, Mysore
District is at the bottom of the list.

45. The population born in a given district
is enumerated partly in the same district and
partly in the other districts of the State. For
State as a whole 5.2 per cent of the population
was found outside its native district. In 1941,
the proportion was 4.2 per cent ; in 1931 it was 3.5
per cent. It is evident from this that the internal
mobility of the population is definitely on the
increase. -A large part of internal migration
is, of course, the result of marriage migration.

Yet, it is of some interest to see what part of the

population born in each district lives outside
of itself. Computing figures, we find that
Mandya and Tumkur Districts stand at the
head of the scale. The peculiar situation in
Mandya District has--already been noticed.
The high ratio for Tumkur is mainly the contri-
bution of the area around Kunigal in the western
part of the District, which is an area adjacent
(and similar) to the arid northern part of Mandya
District from which, as we have already ob-
served, many persons have migrated to indust-
rial areas. While Tumkur and Mandya occupy
the head of the Table, Shimoga and Chitaldrug

Districts occupy the other extreme. This 1
evidently because the outstanding improve-
ments made in the public health of Shimoga
District and the increasing industrial activity
and other types of capital formation occurring
in both the districts, has tended to keep more
and more of the native-born population within
their borders.

46. The main conclusions and trends that

‘emerge from the preceding paragraphs may
- now be brought together. First we have seen
" that there has been a general increase in the

movement of population all round, between
the State and the countries beyond, as well as
within the State itself; and this iIncrease is
particularly marked during the last decade.
We have noted that the most important move-
ment is that which takes place between the State
and its immediate neighbours—Madras, Bombay
and Coorg. The movement from other areas
is mainly inwards and falls more or less into the
customary pattern, noticeable variations occur-
ring only in the case of the United Kingdom,
Pakistan and Burma. We have seen also, that
marriage migration, which is migration only in
a techincal sense, accounts for the major part
of the emigration from the State, and for a
small part only of the immigration from the
State’s - neighbours. It accounts also for the
comparative absence of movement in the south-
western part of the State. It is mainly confined
to the agricultural (especially the cultivating)
classes and to trading classes and marriage
migrants are predominantly female. Marriage
migration increases with population expansion
and &ince the population of the State itself has
gone up.remarkably during the last decade,
we have noted that the movement attributable
to marriage migration, must have also gone up
correspondingly during the last decade. But
we realise that immigration being largely eco-
nomic in character an increase of social migration
cannot by itself explain the sharp upward trend
of immigration observed in the last decade.
Tvidently, therefore, economic migration has
multiplied greatly during the period 1941-51.
Real economic migration, we observed, has
been mainly directed towards Bangalore Cor-
poration and Bangalore District, Shimoga and
Chitaldrug Districts, which are also the regions
which have witnessed great capital investment
during the last decade and which have hence
exhibited an enormous thirst for labour. The
customary immigration of plantation labour
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into the Malnad Districts has, we note, continued
in the last decade and added its quota to eco-
nomic migration. As regards emigration,
Bombay, Poona and Madras Cities are the areas
which show the largest number of Mysore-born
persons migrating for economic reasons. KEco-
nomic migration we see is predominantly male
and outstandingly non-agricultural in compo-
sition.

47. From a study of the figures we have
taken note of the fact first that immigration has
increased three-fold in volume and is six times
the emigration. We have also arrived at the
conclusion that almost the whole of the inter-
change betiveen Coorg and Mysore and the
greater part of that between Bombay and Mysore
18 accounted for by marriage migration and that
economic migration explains the balance.

48. Within the State itself we have seen
significant transfers to have taken place only in
respect of Mandya and Tumkur Districts. The
Malnad districts, especially Shimoga, have shown
an increasing tendency to retain their native
population, as well as to attract population
native to other districts. But in volume the
internal transfers are much below the migration
from outside the State.

Forecasr

49. Tt i3 now possible: for us to take a hrief
glimpse at the decade 1951-61. So far as
marriage migration is concerned, the trends
for the future have already heen stated, namely,
that there will be an increase which will parallel
that of the population. The areas in which
marriage migration will make significant con-
tributions have also been identified. To com-
plete the picture we have to forecast the trend
in economic migration. - This, however, is a
little more difficult. So far as the migration
that takes place into the Malnad districts on
account of the plantations there is concerned,
it is possible to state that there will be a gradual
reduction. This is because of the increasingly
attractive conditions of the Malnad area, which
are bound to result not only in an increasing
tendency for the immigrants to settle down but
also in increased availability of indigenous labour
on account of increased survival ; all of which is
bound to cut into the immigration of seasonal
labour from the coastal area. The more im-
portant segment of economic immigration into

the State, however, is not that confined to the
Malnad. The influx of labour population into
areas of increased employment opportunity is
largely determined by the financial activities
of the State and the general prosperity of
industry and business. Tt is evident even from
Census figures of immigration that the last
decade witnessed—obviously towards the latter
part—a rather remarkable increase in public
and private expenditure. The question .there-
fore 1s whether this will continue even in the
next decade. While it is not within the province
of a Census Report to hazard a guess about the
future of industrial prosperity, it can be con-
fidently stated that the present tempo of in-
dustrial expansion in the State would, at
least, be maintained and that consequently
further gains through immigration might rea-
sonably be expected. As regards internal
movement, there is no question that the mobility
of the population is headed for an increase and
since it 1s also clear that Bangalore and its
environs will be the hub of whatever industrial
or other activity takes place in the foreseeable
future, more and more of the State’s population
might be expectected to be sucked into this area.

CoNCLUSION

.50. Before concluding this Section we must
ponder one fact which stands out from all others.
The State witnessed a frenzy of capital deve-
lopment in the last decade; this resulted in a
huge demand for labour. But this demand
has been met, not from sources within the State,
nor always from the nearest source of supply ;
but by imports from Madras. There is no
evidence that the large labour vacuum has
stimulated internal movement of population
to the degree that we might expect from the
size of that demand. The increase of in-mig-
ration that we have noticed already loses much
of its significance if we remember that the last
decade saw phenomenal improvements in the
means of communication between different parts
of the State. Bus transport and road transport
generally, have taken enormous strides ever
since World War II stopped, both in coverage
and efficiency. On the other hand, there is
positive evidence that, in the last decade,
there has been a flow of non-agricultural
workers into the State larger than ever before. -
The State has sucked more and more labourers
into itself from Madras. Now, what does this.

signify ?
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51. Migration it is said takes place not as a
result of over-population but in response to an
idea ; and the idea that one can make a better
living elsewhere than at home is as good as any
other for encouraging migration. But the social
condition of the bulk of the population in the

State is -still unfavourable to the play of a

spirit of adventure, and this is presumably true
even of those regions of Madras State which
send out labourers to us. Early marriage is an
important factor responsible for this situation.
Ignorance and a fear of the unknown have also
had a hand in fostering it. Till comparatively
recently, means of communication were so poorly
developed and so expensive that enterprise was
stifled before it even took shape. These
shackles on the spirit of adventure are of course
slowly loosening but they still have an im-
portant effect. "As a result, when migration
‘actually takes place on economic grounds (not
on social grounds as in marriage migration) we
may safely assume that it is not impelled by
mere wanderlust or the desire to leave hearth
and home for “fresh fields and pastures new”,
We may take it that strong pressures have
forced the population to move, like the un-
bearable pressure of population on land, for
instance, or the gradual deterioration of agri-

cultural conditions due to a diminution in the

rainfall or the lowering“of the water-table or,
for that matter, the strange  but universal
magnetism that City life has on the rural-
imagination. ‘ :

52. Applying these considerations to facts

we have on hand, we are driven to the conclusion

that while some serious economic pressure has
driven out the Madrasi from his homeland, the
Mysorean is in a relatively satisfactory condi-
tion wherever he is now. There apparently
are many areas in Madras which are beset with
“scarcities for food and shelter and even water,
as a result of which the native of the region is
recady to move on to wherever there is even a
faint hope of better conditions. Economically
the Mysorean does not seem to have reached
this state of acute distress in any large area of
the State. o

53. We have also to chew upon the. fact
that. when Mysore needed labour to carry out
“its industrial and public works undertakings
it is Madras that has supplied the bulk of
‘our demand and there is no indication that
this will not continue to happen even in the

future. This leads us to several interesting
thoughts.

54. The capital (public and private) that
we in Mysore invest offers an invitation to and
provides employment. for (and relieves the
distress of) Madrasis. The help we give Madras

" in this way may be the height of neighbourly

rectitude and hospitability. But the question
is, i3 it also good economics for the State ?

- 55. In Mpysore, as in all countries, the
State’s social services are running a race against
population. In Mysore, as in most countries
in India, thisis a losing race. But we in Mysore
are racing not- only against the growth of the
resident population—which as we have seen
earlier has been phenomenal in the last decade;

- but, since our social services (medical and public

health facilities, education, etc.) have to cater also
to an ever-increasing immigrant population, we
are racing also against the growth of population
in a part of Madras. - -

56. All this of course does not argue for
the erection of a barrier round the State to
prevent the inflow of population. That would
be sheer madness. In fact, some parts of the
State actually need more population. The
State’s population also needs outlets beyond
the State’s borders. In the year of Grace
1953, to restrict free movement of population
within the bounds of India is unthinkable.
Nor can the citizen be altogether deprived of
the right to seek his livehhood wherever he
pleases. :

57. VUnbearable pressures outside the State
and a certain sluggishness on the part of the
indigenous population do not by themselves
complete the explanation for the fact that the

“demand for labour is not met from the nearest

source of supply. A part of the blame rests
on the lack of versatility exhibited by our
labour force. There is always a tendency for
labour to seek openings in accustomed channels
and to be guided in its choice by a variety of
the gregarious instinct. As 4 result, even
pursuits that would be ordinarily regarded as
unskilled, become in practice, skilled and fit
only for specialists. This is especially noticeable
among labour employed on public works, like
earth-diggers, stoneworkers etc. So specialised
indeed are some of these jobs that groups of
workers practised in them—all of Madras
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origin—are known to have moved from project
to project at the invitation of the Public Works
Department. It is also well-known that the
natives of Tumkur and Mandya Districts have
a pronounced predilection for jobs in factories
and as domestic servants. Such preferences
however, are not a speciality of the employee.
Employers too often show some types of em-
ployee-preference. For instance, some factories
are known to be more willing to hire a man
from outside the State rather than an immigrant
from the rural area of the State itself. The
reason is that the Mysorean leaves his job at
the factory at certain seasons of the year, to
go back to his village and attend to his lands
and affairs there, much to his employer’s
inconvenience. This bears out the view ex-
pressed by some authors that the peasant of the

rural area is “pushed” from his village rather
than “pulled” into the City. This inflexibility
of employment patterns and preferences cannot
but have a powerful influence on the migratory
movements put in train by an expansion of
labour demand. | -

58. It is hard to pursue these rather diverse

.and unconnected thoughts. to_their . ultimate

conclusion. Least of all can it be attempted
in this Section which is but a small part of the
Census Report and which has confined itself
to a study of the “Movement of the General
Population.” Indeed, it is possible that the
entire subject of population movement control
lies outside the purview of the Census Report
and is a matter to be studied and advised upon
by specialists. - |
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BIRTHS, DEATHS AND NATURAL INCREASE

1. We have seen in a preceding Section
that the population of Mysore has never stopped
growing, although its rate of growth has had
severe ups and downs. The population of any
country is regulated by births, deaths and the
balance of migration. Its rate of growth is
governed by the natural ‘ncrease, which is
simply the excess of births over deaths and the
balance of inward and outward migration.
A reduction or an expansion in the rate of
growth may arise from causes operating either
on the side of natural -increase or on that of
migration.. We must, therefore, first of all
attempt a separation of the migration factor
from our past rates of increase. To this end

we may recapitulate the statements of the last
Section.

2. We have seen in the previous Section
that an estimate of the quantum of immigration
is derived by subtracting from the number of
foreign-born persons found in the State at one
Census, the number of survivors among the
foreign-born enumerated at the previous Census.
We worked out figures on the assumption that
the proportion of survivors would be §*. The
statement given below shows in absolute figures
the volume of immigration and emigration
worked out on this basis for the last six
decades :—

Volume of migration

(Adjusted)
Immigra- Emigra- - Nett
tion tion Immigra-
tion
1891—1901 194,011 43,902 150,109
1901—1911 105,752 43,454 62,298
1911—1921 104,282 13,581 90,701
1921—1931 134,133 67,931 76,202
1931.—1941 168,201 69,569 98,632
19411951 441,359 78,847 362,512

3. It will be seen that while the inward
flow has been oscillating between 1 and 14 lakhs
richt up to 1931, it has increased very rapidly
during the last two decades. The increase in
the volume of immigration during the last
decade is particularly remarkable, jumping as it

does from a li