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· INTRODUCTION 

The enumeration of the city of €alcutt8., figures for which are included in 
this volume, was done under a special officer, Mr. Prafulla Chandra Sen of the 
Bengal Civil Service. Co11espondence with the _Calcutta Corporation was 
initiated as early as May 1~30 but a more than governmental leisureliness of 
procedure in the municipal office made it impossl.ble for Mr. Sen to join 
before the .11th Au~st. In the meantime al~ that could be done was to 
arrange !or the preparation of such maps as were available and of a list· 
compiled from the Corporation registers showing the municipal number and 
situation of all premises assessed to tax. When Mr. Sen joined. the date of 
the census was very little more than six months ahead, and it was clear 
that he had no grounds for expecting that his appointment would prove 
to be a sinecure. It soon became clear also that no better selection for the 
post could have been made. He threw himself into very intricate, difficult 
and complicated work with energy J.nd enthusia:::m. Working often in 

·indifferent heal~h be was entirely unsparing of himself and by tact and force 
. of. eharacterbe succeeded in getting the best possible work out of persons of 

every race and condition with whom the enumeration brought him into 
contact. It is no reflection whatever upon his ability that he failed to make 
headway against obstruction by one class only, viz., Marwaris and Gujarati 
Hindus, whose intractability has on· occasion discomfited bodies more . ;., ............. 
august t;han the census department. '"From the· 13th of January 1931 
Mr. Sen was assisted by Babu Durgapada Banarji of the Bengal Junior Civil 
Service whose service~. were so satisfactory that he was subsequently appointed 
a deputy superintendent of census in a post elsewhere filled by officers of the 
Bengal Civil Service. 

The general procedure under which the census was taken is described • 
in suffici~nt detail in the i~roduction to volume V, part i. For the census of 
Calcutta the same generaTprocedure was adopted with such modifications 
as-were rendered necessary by·conditions in a great city. Municipal wards· 
formed a .convenient basis for the formation of charges. These were divided 
into provisional circles and the houses in each circle; were numbered.. .So--· 
far as possible municipal premises numbers were employed and they were 
extended in order to show separately houses not coming under or omitted . 
from assessment as well as the room or rooms occupied by each commensal 
family in a structure counting as one municipal house. .After house~ ~ 

numbering blocks were formed and were combined into fresh circles for 
enumeration. During January and February a preliminary enumeration was 
made and on tpe night of the 26th February· this preliminary enumeration was 
checked. The-procedure outlined refers particularly to the ·municipal area. 
More than half the charges _,formed of or based on municipal wards were 
superinte11:ded by municipal councillors. A paid agency was employed for 
house-numbering but a paid enumerating agency was employed only for just 
over one-fifth of the 3, 778 .blocks of the 335 circles into which the municipal 
area was divided. These census divisions do not include areas for the 
enumeration of which special measures were taken. Within municipal 
limits special arrangements were made for jails, hospitalS, police-stations and 



viii .. 
quarters, government and publia institutions, the larger hotels and boarding 
houses, mills and industrial quarters and municipal institutions such as 
markets, etc., and the co-operation of those in charge of them was enlisted 
in the conduct of the enumeration. In the enumeration of the port of Calcutta 

. ~-

several agencies co-operated. The Port Commissioners' land property was 
dealt with by the Estates' ·Superintendent and later · b~ the Assistant 
Secretary of the Port Commission : the Deputy Superintendent; Port Police, 
Calcutta, arranged for the census of vessels lying in port and was assisted · 
by the returns for their own vessels made by the big steamer companies of 
Calcutta: and both the Bengal Pilot Service and the_Preventive Service of the 
Calcutta Customs assisted in Jlecuring the enumeration of persons on sea-going · 
~essels. Fort William and the military areas in Hastings and Ballygunge w~re 
enumerated by the military under an ·officer specially deputed for that 
purpose .. For the canals area for which the population is shown separately · 
special arrangements were also made under officers· of the Irrigation· 
Department. In the census of railway stations, railway quarters, etc., the · 
services of railway employees were enlisted. An acknowledgment of services 
rendered is owing both to those who assisted in the enumeration of special 
areas and also to those councillors of the Corporation-and other voluntary 

· w~rkers who contributed to the success of the enumeration in the -city. 
In particular acknowledgments are due to the permanent officers of the 
Calcutta Corporation, Messrs. J. C.· Mukharji, the Chief Executive Officer,· 
B. v. Ramiah, the Secretary, and?· L. Trivedi, the Assessor, from whom'. 
throughout the specia.I officer has left on record that he received continuous and 
valuable assistance. -An expresSiOIL of appreciation·· is also due to the · 
Calcutta Electric Supply Company, the Bengal Telephone Corporation and · 
the Calcutta Tramways Company -for the assistance which they rendered 
by affording ~ubl!city to the census as the date of the enumeration approached. 

The compilation of the returns and preparation of the tables has been 
described in the introduction to volume V, part i. The final work in 
connection with this volume will be done by mJ;tpersonalassistant, Babll 
Bhupendra Krishna Sinha of the Bengal Civil Service, who has prepared all the· 

' tables and statements in this volume, has. with his own hand drafted most · 
of the diagrams, and has been left with the typescript of the~whole volume 
and the-duty' of seeing it through the Press. .AD. acknOwledg:ttienb li.f set vrc.re
is due to ·r.he office and the stafi' ·of the Bengal Government Press in charge 
of census work, from whom the . personal assistant_· received va.Iuable 
assistance and co-operation. 

Excluding· the charges for printing this volume the cost of the census 
· of the municipal area of Calcutta amounts in all to Rs. 51,764. This is 
equivalent to a cost of Rs. 446-12 per ten thousand persons or Rs. 2-9 per 
acre of area. The cost in 1921 was Rs. 43,002 corresponding on account of 
the smaller population and area then included to Rs. 491 per ten thousand 
inhabitants or Rs. 3-8 per acre. There has. thus been a very considerable . 
reduction in the proportionate cost at It time when conditions explained in the 
introduction to volume V, pait.i, all conspired to increase charges. · 


