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Vol. XXXI—Part 1

AGENDA

Agenda for the Second Session of the Bombay Leglslatlve Council
commencing at the Council Hall, Poona, on Monday, the 20th July
1931, at 2 pm.

I. OATH OR AFFIR‘\IATIO\I OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE'
CROWN.

II. NOMINATION OF FOUR CHAIRMEN BY THE PRESIDENT ’
I1I. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

IV. GOVERNMENT BILLS—
(1) Bill No. III of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay
Trrigation Act, 1879)—Second Reading. :
Notices of amendments* have been received from—
(1) Mr. B. 8. Kamat, M.LC.
(2) Khan Bahadur M. A. Khuhro, M.L.C. A
2) Bill No. XV of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay Local
Boards Act, 1923)—First Reading. _
(3) Bill No. XVIof 193} (A Bill further to amend the Bombay District
Police Act, 1890)—First Reading. .
(4).Bill No. XVII of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the City of Bomba.y
Improvement Trust Transfer Act, 1925)—First Reading.
{5) Bill No, XVIII of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay'
Hereditary Offices Act, 1874)—First Reuding.
(6) Bill No, XIX of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay Entw
tainments Duty Act, 1923)—First Reading. ‘
(7) Bill No. XX of 1931 (A Bill to provide for the regulatlon and
control of transactions in cotton in Bombay)— First Reading.
(8) Bill No, XXI of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay District

Municipal Act, 1901, and the Bombay Mumc)pal Boronghs Act 1925)—
First Reading.

V. DEMANDS FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS.

VI. NON-OFFICIAL BILLS—

(1) Bill No. XII of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay ‘
Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925)—First Reading—Rao Bahadur
D. R. Patil, MLC.

(2) Bill No. X1II of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay District
Pohce Act 189())—Fzrst Reading—Rao Bahadur D R. Patil, M L C .

i i i g e s e e e et

. Pnuted a8 Appendix to thls Agenda
mo Hb 42--1
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(3) Bill No. XIV of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay
- Pleaders’ Act, 1920)—First Reading—Ra? Bahadur D. R. Patil, M.L.C.

{4) A Bill further to amend the Bombay Land Revenue Code, 1879—
Motion for leave to introduce the Bill-~Rao Bahadur D. R. Patil. M.L.C.

(5) A Bill further to amend (sectfon 5 of) the City of Bombay Munici-
pal Act, 1888—Motion for leave to introduce the Bill—Rao Bahadur
8. K. Bole, ML.C.

(6) A Bill further to amend (sectlon &1 (2) of) the City of Bombay
Municipal Act, 1888—Motion for lea\? to mtroduce the Bill-Rao
Bahadur S. K. Bole, M.LC. -

(7) A Bill further to amend (section 3D (1) of) the City of Bombay
Municipsl Act, 1888—Motion for leave to introduce the Bill—Rao
‘Bahadur 8. K. Bole, MLC. o

(8) A Bill further to amend (Schedule B of) the City of Bombay
Muaicipal Act, 1888—Motion for leav to introduce the Bill—Rao
Bahadur . K. Bole, M.L.C. 1

(9 A Bill further to amend the Bo bay District Municipal Act,
1901—Motion for leave to introduce the Bil—Mr, L. R. Gokhale, MLL.C.

(10) A Bill further to amend the Prﬁvmcml Small Causes Courts
Act, 1887, in its application to the Presidency of Bombay—Motion for
leave to introduce the Bill—Mr. L. R, Gothale, MLC.

(11) A Bill further to amend the Bom ay Municipal Boroughs Act,
1925—Motion for leave to introduce the Bill—Ar. L. R. Gokhale, M.L.C.

(12) A Bill further to amend the Sind Incambered Estates Act, 1896—
Motion for leave to mtroduce the Bill—Khan Bahadur M. A. Khuhro,
MLC.

. MOTIONS TO AMEND STAI\’DI\G RDERS.
Motlon No. T of 1931—Second Readzng— Ir. R. R. Bakhale, M.L.C.

VIIL MOTION UNDER STANDING ORI)ER X1I, 6, TO PRESENT
AN ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

By Mr. 4. N. Surve, MLC.

““That the following humble address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor of Bombay :—

. May it please Your Excellency,

We, the members of the Bombay Legislative Council, respectfully
pray that, in view of the omission to nominate representatives of Labour
and agriculturists to the Round Table Conference in numbers commen-
surate with their importance and numerical strength, and with the
amount of protection they need and the stake they have in the country,
your Excellency will be pleased to bring to the notice of His Excellency
the Viceroy the Secretary.of State for India and the Prime Minister of
England the great dissatisfaction now prevailing in these classes on
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that account, and to urge the necessity of nominating additional re--
presentatives of these classes for participating in the deliberations of
the Round Table Conference for the purpose of safeguarding thell‘
interests.”

IX, DISCUSSION OF M-\TTERS OF GENERAL PUBLIC
I\TEREST“

Resolution by Mr. V, N.Jog, M.LC.

1. *This Council recommends to Government that the scale of.
salaries of all Government servants including the All-India, Provincial
and Subordinate Services in all Government departments be reduced as
per the following schedule with effect from 1st August 1931 :—

5 per cent. per mensem from salaries of Rs. 51 to 100

10 do. do. do. Rs. 101 to 250
15  do. do. do. Rs. 251 to 500
20  do. do. do. Rs. 501 to 1,000
3 do. do. do. of over Rs. 1, 000 £

Resolutions by Syed .‘llmzn Mahonied Shak, M.L.C.

1. *This Council recommends to Government that they be pleased
t0 appoint, every year, & certain number of contractors in each distriet
in 8ind to supply food-stuffs and other necessary things to officials on
tour on peyment of bills and to punish in the manner determined by
Government any officer asking any member of the public to supply
anything to him free of charge.” .

2. “This Counci! recommends to Government that any officer of
‘Government asking for or receiving lapo (illegal gratification levied by
tapadars in Sind) directly or indirectly be dismissed from service
immediately on the proof of such act.”

'3. “This Council recommends to Government to instruct the Revenue
Officer, Lloyd Barrage, Sind, while disposing of the land on concessionary
rates, to give priority over all otlers to those zamindars who have .
forfeited their lands within the Barrage zone in Sind under the Fallaw
Rules, irrespective of the limit of time of forfeiture.”

4. “This Council recommends to Government to appoint an expert
official of long experience to enquire into the condition of cottage indus-
tries and other indigenous industries in Sind and to suggest measures
for their revival and development.”

5. “This Council recommends to Government to take steps for the
introduction of legislation for the registration and licensing of money-
lenders with a view to restrict the exorbitant rates of .interest and
numerous other fraudulent ways adopted by them in their dealings with
the agriculturists in the Presidency.”

6. “This Council recommends to Government to declare’ in
unequivocal terms that in future it will be their policy not to demolish

*Resolutiona are srrange ] according to “be or.ler of priority as determined by ballot.
Mo Hb 42—1a
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ot damage or acquire under the Larid Acquisition Act or any other law
in force any mosque, temple, or any other place of worship.”

7. “This Council recommends.to Government to take steps to
introduce in this Council a Bill, to be called the * Sind Land Revenue
Code,” incorporating such revised rules as may be suggested by a
Committee of official and non-official members of this Council with a
non-official majority to be appointed for the purpose of (1) examining
the Commissioner in 8ind’s Special Circulaxs regarding Revenue matters
in 8ind, (2) reporting on their suitability and propriety and (3) suggest-
ing revisions, modifications or amendments thereof, and other means to

establish revenue policy in Sind on a sound basis.”

8. “This Council recommends to His Excellency the Governor in
Council to urge on the Government of India to exempt the Mussalmans
of the Presidency including Sind from the operation of the Child Marriage
Restriction Act, 1929, passed in the Assembly and to suspend its
operation in the case of other communities also until such time as the
" Government of Bombay are in a position to compile a list of all children
under the age of 14 years if females and under the age of 18 years if males
and to make adequate arrangements forthe maintenance of anthentic
records for the registration of births of children within the Presidency
of Bombay.”

9. “This Council recommends to Govemment to take steps to have
a feeder Railway line constructed between Hyderabad and Hala via
Matiari, similar to the one that has recently been constructed between
Tando Adam and Sakrand, district Nawabshah.”

.10. “This Council recommends to Government to take early steps
to establish schools in the rural areas of the Pre31den0y for the education
of adult agriculturists.”

11. “This Counecil recommends to Govemment to move the Govern-
ment of India to construct a branch Rallway line between Tando
Mahomed Khan and Shahbunder.”

12.. “ This Council recommends to Government to appoint at an early
date a committee of official and bon-official members of this Council
and an expert engineer with experience of road construction, to travek
in Sind, and to report on the condition of roads and other commu-
nications in Sind and to suggest measures for their extension and
improvement.”

13. “This Council recommends to Government to instruct the
Commissioner in Sind to abolish the antiquated system of granting chairs
to certain individuals of the public ss a sign of distinction and honour.”

14, “This Council recommends to Government to order the abolition
of the custom of holding Durbars, in the province of Sind, in future.”

Resolutions by Mr. Swed Munawer, M.LC.

. .* This Council recommends to Government to appoint a committee
of officials-and non-officials at an early date for the purpose of suggesting
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practical steps for the prevention of beggary in the presidency in general
and in Bombay City in particular.”

2. “This Council recommends to Government to take immediate
action on the Report of the Musalman Wakfs Enquiry Committee,
Bombay City, by introducing necessary legislation to amend the Waki
Act and by tahing steps otherwise ,necessary to give effect to the
recommendations.”

3. “This Council recommends to Government that the liquor shops
in mjll areas in Bombay City be not kept open after 6 p.m. on the
mill-hands’ pay-day and the two following days every month.” '

4, “This Council recommends to Government not to renew the
temporary liquor licence in the refreshment stalls in the second enclosure
at the race-courses in Poona and Bombay.”. ‘

»

5. “This Council recommends to Government the desuablhty of

exploring the possibilities of starting, in consultation with the Director

of Industries and the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, spinning and

weaving factories on co-operative lines on a small scale at centres of

cotton producing districts in the presidency, with a view to providing '
employment to agriculturists and others, specially handloom weavers

who have been displaced from their hereditary occupation, so that the

agricultural population may not be divorced from the land to the

detriment of agriculture in the province.”

6. “ This Council recommends to Government to appoint at an early
date a committee consisting of officials and non-officials to inquire into
the condition of cottage‘mdustnes in the presidency and to suggest
measures for their development.”

7. “This Council recommends to Government that they be pleased
to revise substantially the present scales of pay of the sub-registrars
and registration clerks so as to bring them on a par with the pay of
officers of similar status in other departments and that of the sub-
registrars and registration clerks in other provinces and presidencies.”

8. “This Council recommends to Government to represent to the
Government of India the desirability of abolishing at an early date the
water-tax levied on places of worship in the cantonment aress of India.”

9. *This Council recommends to Government that the Development
Department chawls at Worli be let out to the textile workers of Bombay
at rents which they could fetch at present.”

10, “ This Council recommends to Government that transport facilities .
and adequate police protection be provided for the workers resxdmg
at the Development Department chawls at Worli,”

11, “This Council recommends to Government that a commission
be appointed at an early date to enquire into the administration of jails
in the Bombay Presidency and to suggest ways and means for mtroducmg
jail reform on the Jines pursued in the West and in America,”

12. “This Council recommends to Government to take immediate
steps for imparting technical and scientific education in schools and
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colleges on a wide scale and to establish technological and scientific
institutions on modern lines for giving scientific and technical education.”

13. “This Council recommends to Government to add a second year
training class to the Central Urdu Girls’ School, Poona, with effect from
the ensuing official year.” i

14, “'This Council recommends to Government to take all necessary
steps for the development of the Unani and Ayurvedic systems of
medicine.”

15. * This Council recommends to Government to convert the Dhulia
Training College into a school by removing the second year class from
Dhulia to the Poona Training Colletre for Men ”

Resolution.by Rao Bahadur G. K. Chitale, M.L.C.

1. * This Council recommends to Government to appoint a committee
" tonsisting of the following gentlemen to consider and report after taking
evidence as to how the financial aspect of the irrigation works in the
Deccan can be improved, having regard to the fact that the present return
on the amount of about Rs. 10 erores, which is sunk in their construction,
is even less than one per cent. and to suggest ways and means to
improve the same.

Members of the Committee :—
Sir Chunilal V. Mehta, Chairman,
Mr. V. N. Vartak, Retired Chief Engineer, Irngatlon Department
The Commissioner {Central Division),

Mr. B.S. Eamat, Mr. J. Humphreys, Mr. G. Wiles, Shaikh Abdul
Aziz and the mover of the resolution (Rao Babadur G. K. Chitale).”

Resolutions by Dr. -P. G. Solanki, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to give immediate
effect to the following recommendations of the ‘Starte Committee ’
appointed by the Council to inquire into the educational, economic and
social conditions and disabilities of the depressed classes in the Bombay
Presidency :—

(e} to appoint forthwith a Board of | Adwsers from among the
- depressed classes ;
(b) to launch the smaller of the two . schemes mentloned in the
. report; and
{¢) to adopt in all the schools and colleges and in all the Govern-
ment offices and in the various departments under Government and
. local bodies’ control the schedule of the nomenclature of the depressed
classes as published in the appendix to the report.”

2. “This Council recommends to Government that 30 per cent. of
the posts of menial staff in all Government offices including the Secretariat
requiring no educational qualifications be reserved for the members
of the depressed (untouchable) classes, no further appointments to such
posts from members of other communities being made until the sald
proportlon of 30 per cent. is reached.”
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3. “This Council recommends to Government to reserve at least .
10 per cent. of the posts of Government services in all the various
departments of Government for candidates possessing the requisite
minimum qualifications from the depressed (untouchable) classes, no -
further appointments to such posts from members of other communities
being made until the said proportion of 10 per cent. is reached.”

4, “This Council recommends to Government that they should
forthwith stop all grants to primary, secondary and high schools under
the control of local bodies, municipalities, and to all private institutions
aided by Government which refuse admission, equal treatment and
intermizing in the classes of the boys and girls of the depressed
(untouchable) classes, with the children of the Hindu communities.”.

5. “This Council recommends to Government that they should
without any further delay put up boards and public notices at all the
public and local board wells, dharamshalas and tanks, informing the
people that these places are open to all human beings mcludmg the
untouchables for their use, irrespective of caste, creed or religion, and
that whosoever prevents any human bemg from making use of these
- places shall be punished by the authorities.”

Resolution by Mr. N. E. Navle, }.LC.

1. “This Council recommends to Government that the block system
now existing in almost all the Deccan Canals areas be stopped and that
water charges be levied acéording to the crops grown by irrigators.”

Resolution by Rao Saheb P. D. Kulkarni, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government that the block system,
now existing in almost all the Deccan Canals areas, be stopped and that
irrigation charges be levied, taking into account only the actual areas
oecupled by the crop itself.”

Resolution by Dr. M. K. Digit, M.L.C.

1. This Council recommends to Government that the Surat Borough
Municipality be restored forthwith.”

Resolutions proposed to be moved by Mr. A. N. 8 urve; MLC.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to move the authorities -
concerned to select additional representatives from the non-Brahmans

of this Presldency to represent their case at the Round Table
Conference.”

2. “This Council recommends to Government not to renew this
year the temporary liquor licence to the refreshment stall in the second
enclosure of the Race Course at Poona.”

3. “ This Council recommends to Government to move the authorities

concerned to give additional representation to Labour on the Round
Table Conference.”
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4. “ This Council recommends to Government to raise loans to meet
the deficits in the budget, whxch it proposes to cover up by dismissing
employees from its services.” ,

5. *This Council recommends to Government o give liberal remissions
and suspensions of land revenue and not to use coercive processes for
its collection, and to raise loans to meet the deficit that may arise
n consequence of the adoption of this proposal.”

- This Council recommends to Government to appoint a committee
smnlar to the Haj Pilgrims Protection Committee for minimising the
trouble and annoyance to which the passengers are subjected in the ferry
steamers plying along the western coast of the Presidency.”

7. . This- Council- recommends to. Government not to recover the
second instalment of land revenue in the Kolaba and Ratnagiri districts
where it has not been recovered before the 15th June 1931.”

8.« This Council recommends to Government to introduce legislation
for the abolition of khoti tenure in the Kolaba and Ratnagiri districts.”

9. ¢ This Council recommends to Government to appoint a mixed
committee of officials and non-officials with a majority of the latter to
inquire into the practices employed by moneylenders in their dealings
with agmcultumsts in the Central and Southern Divisions of the
Presldency T

§

Resolution by Mr. Shaikh Abdul Aziz, M.L.C.

1. “This Couneil recommends to the' Governor in Council to appoint
a committee of officials and non-officials with a non-official majority
to inquire into the Hindu and Muslin Devasthan propetties (i.e. Wakf
properties) and their present use by the managers and to suggest means
and ‘'measures to make the occupants and possessors use a sufficient
portion of the income from such properties for the Devasthans.”

Resolutions by Rao Bahadur D. R. Patil, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to take steps to issue
strict orders to all the civil, criminal and revenue courts in the mofussil
to work between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. on every working day.”

9. “This Council recommends to Government to issue strict
" instructions to all maglstrateq in the mofussﬂ to try criminal cases 4t
their headquaners

Resolutions by Mr. L. B. Gokhale, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to prohibit the Poona
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., from levying any kilowatt charge.”
"2, “This Councﬂ recommends to Government that the Poona
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., be made to pay interest to its consumers on
the deposits made fo ensire payment of bills for supply of electricity.”

3. (As No. 1 of Mr. N. E. Navle.)
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4. “This Council recommends toHis Excellency the Governor in
Council that economy should be enforced in vatxous branches of
Government services in various ways such as—

(@) by reducing the number of officials in all the departmenta 3
{b) by reducing the pay of the posts; and

{¢) by such other means as the Govermm:nt finds adwsable having
regard to the efficiency of administration.”

5. “This Council recommends to Government that a Committee
congisting of 15 members of this Council, of whom 8 should be from the
elected members of this Council-and 7 from the officials, be appointed
to fix the strength, pay and allowances, etc., of the various departments,
and to report within three months from the date of ity appointment.”

Resolutions by Khan Bahadur M. 4. Khuhro, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government that the land revenue
should now be reduced by 50 per cent. all round in rabi as well as kharif,
and that until the reduction is effected all the recoveries of the land
revenue, which have not been made so far, be forthwith suspended.”

2. “This Council recommends to Government that the powers with
regard to the appointment and selection of the head masters of the
Government high schools that have at present been delegated to the
Director of Public Instruction may in future be exercised by Government
themselves.”

3. ““This Council recommends to Hig Excellency the Governor in
Council that the remission of Jama, Salami, Judi and such other dues to
Government should be given to the talukdars, inamdars, ' jagirdays,
jamindars and landlords in proportion to the losses they have suffered
In consequence of frost, flood, scarcity of rain and low prices of agrl-
cultural products.”

Resolutions by Rao Bahadur 8. K. Bole, M.LC.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to take immediate
steps to introduce a tenancy bill in the interest of tenants in khoti .
villages of the Ratnagiri and Kolaba districts.”

2, “This Council recommends to Government to take immediate
steps for introducing legislation for the registration and licensing
of money-lenders and sowears on the lines of the Money-Jenders Act
recently passed in the Punjab Legislative Council.”

3. “This Council recommends to Government to do away with the
cumbersome procedure and the dual system under which a firm of solicitors
and two counsel are required to be engaged by a litigant i in the Bombay
High Court and to adopt a simpler and cheaper system as is followed in
the Madras High Court.”

* 4, “This Council recommends to Government to introduce legislation
for the control of public temples receiving Government grants on the
lines of the Religious Endowment Act passed in Madras.”
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5. *This Council recommends to Government to appoint at an early
date a8 committee consisting of officials and non-officials to enquire into
the condition of the cottage industries in the presidency and to suggest
measures for their development.”

6. “This Council recommends to Government that the scale of pay
-of the karkuns and mistries employed for outdoor work by the Public
Works Department in the Thana and Kolaba districts be revised and that
the privileges given to permanent staft be extended to them.”

Resolutions by Mr. Hoosenally M. Ruakimtoola, M.L.C.

1. * This Council recommends to Government to appoint a committee
to inquire into the law’s delays and costliness of justice in the City of
Bombay and to submit proposals for improving the conditions.”

- 2. “This Council recommends.to Government to supply to’
Honourable Members once during the term of each Council copies of all
. Acts relating to amending Bills to be dealt with by the Council.”

3. “This Couneil recommends to Government to supply to
Honourable Members bound volnmes of proceedings of each session of
the Legislative Council.” '

Resolutions by Mr. G. M. Kalbhor, M.L.C.

1. “'This Council recommends to Government to provide sufficient
funds for making grants to the district local bodies in the presidency
* to enable them to undertake immediately the schemes embodied in the
Compulsory Primary Education Act for compulsory primary education
in their respective districts.” ’

2. (As No. 1 of Mr. N. E. Navle.)

* 3. “This Council recommends to Government that they should at
once stop recruitment of candidates belonging to the forward
communities for service in all departments until the ratio of 50 per cent.
of non-Brahmin servants is reached in all departments.”

4, " “ This Couneil recommends to Government to publish authorised
reports of cattle slaughtered throughout the presidency every year,
along with the yearly report of the Agricultural Department. the

* information required being divided into the following heads, if possible :—
1. Cows under 9 years.

Cows over 9 years.

Bullocks under 9 years.

Bullocks over 9 years. .

Cow calves (under 4 years).

Buffalo calves (under 4 years).

She-buffaloes under 10 years.

She-buffaloes over 10 years.

He-buftaloes.

Sheep and goats.”

o IR R ol

—
e



20 Jery 1931] Agenda : ‘ 11

5. ““This Council recommends to Govermment to frame a Bill that
will effectively check the passage of disease-carrying herds of cattle into
and through the presidency and simultaneously compel the herdsmen
to get their cattle inoculated with preventive serum.” ‘ )

'

Resolutions by Khan Bakadur D. B. Cooper, M LC.

1. “This Council recommends to Government that a Provincial
Industries’ Board composed of the representatives of both city and
mofussil industries be established to co-ordinate the work of the Director
of Industries and the various agencies at work, to preserve and finance
cottage and village industries and to prepare and launch schemes to
market, both here and abroad, the products of all village and cottage
industries.”

2. *“This Council recommends to Government to nominate a group
of 23 representatives of local bodies and others interested and experienced
in primary education including both the Minister for Education and the
Director of Public Instruction to meet in a conference to advise the
Government on the most important problems and defects which have
manifested themselves during the working of the Primary Education
Act, particularly with reference to the comments and criticismg made
on primary education in the report-of the Auxiliary Committee of the .
Indian Statutory Commission.” ' '

Resolutions by Ego Bahadur R. R. Kale, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to give immediate
effect to the recommendations made by the committee appointed by
them to consider the state of the secondary and primary education in
this Presidency.” '

2. “This Council recommends to Government that pending the
passing of a new Government of India Act all constitutional advance
permissible under the present Government of India Act should be effected
by the exercise of powers vested in the Secretary of State for India.”

3. (As No. 1 of Mr. N. E. Navle.)

Resolutions by Rao Buhadur B. R. Naik, M.L.C,

1. “This Council recommends to Government that all the
unauthorized arrears which are not recovered in pursuance of Govern-
ment’s decision not to collect during the current year more than one
year's assessment owing to economic distress be treated as suspended
and that 1o coercive measures be taken for their recovery.”

2. (As No. 3 of Khan Bahadur M. A. Khuhro.): -

3. “This Council recommends to Government that the post of .
Inspector of Agricultural Schools be abolished and the supervision of
the agricultural-bias schools be handed over to the Education
Department.”
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Resolutions by Mir Bandeh AIi Klan Talpur, M.L.C.
1., (43 No. 1 of Khan Bahadur M. A. Khuhro.)
- (As No. 2 of Khan Bahaduz M. A. Khuhro.)

o

Resolutions by Mr. J. 6. More, M.LC.

i. “This Council recommends to Government that no municipal
<ouncillor be appointed an honorary magistrate or a magistrate sitting
-on a Bench of Magistrates, and that Government should see that any
magistrate who stands as a candidate for election to a municipality ceases
4t once to be a magistrate.”
2. “This Couacil recommends to Government that Revenue Officers
and Magistrates should not be appointed as ez-officio nominated members
on municipalities and local boards.”

Resolution by the Thator of Kerwads, M.L.C.
1. (4s No. 3 of Khan Bahadur M. A. Khubro))

Resolutions by Ran Bahadur R. S. Asavale, M.L.C.

1. “This Council recommends to Government to appoint at an early
date a committee of official and non-official members of this Council
to take adequate steps to collect sufficient data regarding the actual
conditions of the peasantry and to investigate the extent of distress
. among the cultivators and the extent of relief needed.”

2. “This Council recommends to Government that steps be taken
to give immediate effect to the policy of prohibition by introducing at
once total prohibition at least in the district of Satara in this Presidency.”

X. *PAPERS PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL—

1. Report of the Select Committee on Bill No. IIT of 1931 (4 Bill
further to amend the Bombay Irrigation Act, 1879).

2. Report of the Select Committee on Motion No. T of 1931 to amend
Standmc g Orders. ;

G. 8. RAJADHYAKSHA,

Secretary to the Legislative Council
of the Governor of Bombay.

_Poona, 20th July 1931.

*Kept in Secretary’s office.
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APPENDIX.
AMENDMENTS TO BILLS,

15

Bill No, III of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay Irrigation Act, 1879)
as amended by the Select Committee. |

Clanses

; Ame.udments

Name of the mover

Clause 4

”

”»

-.| Omit sub-clause 3, clause 91, in lolo

.«| In explanation to sub-clause 5, clause 92 of

|

. For sub-clause 4 (a), clause 92 of the Bill

substitute the following :—

“ All the lande cultivaled since the Is¢ day
of August 1911 and having Irrigationall
facility from the existing water courses shallj
be exempled from the churges of the construc-
tion, survey and other expenses in connec-
tion with the new waler courses ™.

.| In sub-clause 4 (a), clavse 92 of the Bill sub-

stitute the following for the words beginuing

with ““ eccupied ” in line 7 ending with the
word * aforesaid » in line 11 :—

“ Occupied land which has not been. cultivated)
since the 1st day of Awgust 1911 and also)
the Government waste land shall be assessed|
to thrice the rates chargeuble to occupied)
land, which has been cultivated since the
date aforesaid ",

-} Clause 92, sub-clause 4 (b)—

Omit IHlustration and the following lines|

up to the word * approximately .

the Billin line 6, omit the words * more]
thun §rds of .

.1 In sub-clause 6, clause 92 of the Bill, insert,
the words ““ or Civil Court ™ pfter the word
* Commassioner” in the last line of the|
above sub-clause,

.| Omit the second proviso to clause 93 of the)
Bill beginning with the words * Provided|
4 ur:ih,er  and ending with the word © afore-
said 7,

.| Khan Bahadur M. A..

Khuhro.
Do.

Do.

«

Mr. B, S, Kamat.
Khan Bahadur M. A..
Khuhro.

Do.

Do.
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Monday, the 20th July 1931

The Council met at the Council Hall, Poona, on Monday, the 20th July
1931, at 2 p.m., the Honourable the President, Sir ALI MAHOMED
KHAN DEHLAVI, Kt., Bar-at-Law, presiding.

Present :

AspvL Latir Hast Hasrar Kuax, Khan Bahadur
ABERCROMBIE, Mr. J. R. '
Axcap1, Rao Bahadur S. N.
Asavaig, Rao Bahadur R. S.
Barocs, Mr, Hasr Mir MagoMED
Baxer, Mr. ALK, J.

Berr, Mr. R. D.

BoLg, Rae Bahadur S. K.

BrAXDER, Mr. J. P.

Bristow, Mr. C. H.

Browxe, Mr. D. R. H.

Cmikoni, Mr. P. B,

CaitALE, Rao Bahadur G. K.
Crayroxn, Mr., H. B.

Corvaco, Dr. J. A,

Coruing, Mr. G. F. 8.

CooxgEg, Mr. G. H,

Cooper, Khan Bahadur D. B.
DravvyaL LiLaray, Mr,

Desa1, Rao Saheb B. G.

Dmxr, Dr. M. K.

D’Sovza, Dr. J. ALBaN

Ewsaxxg, Mr, R. B.

GarrerT, Mr, J. H.

Gruray Hussary, the Honourable Sir
GrULaM Napr Sgan, Khan Bahadur
GOKHALE, Mr, L. R.

Gover Rora, Mr.

Haripas Mapravpas, Mr,

Hagzrisow, Mr. C. 8. C.

Hupsox, the Honourable Mr. W. F.
Jax Jan Manomep Kaax, Khan Bahadur
JiTERAR, Mr, Hasr IBRAHIM

Jog, Mr. V. N.

Joxgs, Majer W, ELL1s

Kapzri, Mr. J, 8.

Karpuog, Mr. G. M.

Kave, Rao Bahadur R. R.
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Kawar, Mr. B. 8.
Kausu, the Honourable Dewan Bahadur S, T,
Karpuarr, Mr. M. M.
Knunro, Khan Bahadur 3. A.
Kvikarxt, Rao Saheb P. D.

" MackLix, Mr. A, 8. R.
MapnavsanG Jorsual, Mz,
MarcrEswaLLa, Mr. G. E.
MenERBAKSH, Mr. S.
Mozg, Mr. J. G.
Naix, Rao Bahadur B. R,
Nawpeorao BupaaJirao, Mr.
Navig, Mr. N. E.
Newsmax, Mr. H. L.
Owex, Mr. A. C.
Parviexkar, Rao Bahadur L. V.
ParteL, Khan Bahadur A. E.
Parm, Mr. N. N.
Parm, Mr. V. N,
Parin, Rao Saheb V. S,
Prapuax, the Honourable Sir Govixprao -
Prapuan, Rao Bahadur G. V.
Prategr, Mr. 8. H.
Rarroppiy Anmap, the Honourable Motwvi
Rammvroora, Mr. HoosExALLY M.
REesatpag, Mr. A. K.
SanessiNeI1 Juvaxsival, Mr,
Suaixn ABpuL Aziz, Mr.
Smaikm AsprL Masip, Mr. ‘
Sraka Yaxus Vazik Marouep, Khan Bahadur
SHANKARRAO JAYARAMRAO ZUKZARRAO, Mn
Smxpg, Mr. R. B.
SumarT, Mr. W. V.
Soraxkr, Dr. P. G.
Serve, Mr, A. N,
Surve, Mr. V. A.
SveD Mirax Manouep SHaR
Syep MoNawag, Mr.
TaLror, Mg Baxper ALt Knax
Trakor o KErwADA, Sardar Buasanes RasiNan
TroMas, the Honourable Mr. G. A. ~
Toraxy, Mr. S. 8.
Turner, Mr. C. W. A,

 VarsHaMpaYaN, Dr. V. G.
VagiL, Mr. Pestaxsaan N,
YV akivL, the Honourable Sirdar Sir Rustox JEHANGIR
VaxDEKAR, Rao Saheb R. V.
Wapke, Mr. B. P.
WiLgs, Mr. G.

[20 Juvry 1931
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i NEW MEMBERS SWORN

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order Sweaiing in of
new members, - ‘

The following honourable .members made the prescribed oath .or
affirmation of allegiance to His Majesty the King-Emperor, and took
their seats in the Council :—

The Honourable Mr. G. A. Thomas, C.I.E., I.C.S.

Dr. M. K. Dixit,

Mr. G. H. Cooke,

Mr. H. B. Clayton, C.1E,, ICS

Mr. W. W. Smart, I.C.S.

Mr. C. 8. C. Harrison, C.1.E.

Mr. A. 8. R. Macklin, I.C.S.

Kban Bahadur Shaikh Yakub Vazu' Mahomed M B.E.
Mr. Haridas Madhavdas,

Mr. C. H. Bristow, L.C.S.

NOMINATION OF CHAIRMEN OF COUNCIL

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I have now to announce a panel
of Chairmen for the session, and I nominate the followmg honourable
members : ‘

Mr. V. N. Jog, :
Mr. J. R. Abercromble,
Khan Bahadur M. A.“Khubro,
Khan Bahadur D. B. Cooper.

He 80 ko

. GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S ASSENT TO ACTS.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The following Acts have received
the assent of His Excellency the Governor General since the close of the
last session :—

1. An Act further to amend the Court-fees Act, 1870, as amended by
Court-fees (Bombay Amendment) Act, ]926 in its application to the
Presidency of Bombay.

2. An Act further to amend the Indian Stamp Act, 1899 in its .
application to the Presidency of Bombay.

3. An Act further to amend the Bombay Prevention of Gambli.ng :
Act, 1887. :
4. An Act to amend the Bombay Totalisator Bettmg Tax Act, 19"5
and the Bombay Race-courses Licensing Act, 1912.
5. An Act further to amend the Cattle-trespass Act, 1871 in' its
application to the Presidency of Bombay.
6. An Act further to amend the City of Bombay Municipal Act, 1888.
7. An Act further to amend the Indian Motor Vehicles Aet, 1914,
in its application to the Presidency of Bombay.

8. An Act further to amend the Bombay Children Act, 1924,
Mo Hb 42— 2
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LORD WILLINGDON’S THANKS TO THE COUNCIL -

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am now going to read the letter
which has been received from His Excellency the Governor General Lord
Willingdon, thankmg the Legislative Council for offering greetings on
his appointment as Viceroy.

: “ Viceroy's Camp,
Indi
18th April 1931
8ir,
1 lmvo received a copy of the resolution passed by the Bombay Legmlatne Counil
on 18th February conveying to me its greetings on my appointment as Viceroy. 1need
hardly say that it has given me the greatest pleasnre to receive this cordial message, and

I should be grateful if you would take an opportunity of conveymg to the Legxslatxve
Council my warm appreciation of their kmdness

Yours very truly,
(Signed) WILLINGDON.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS \
Smnmrs axp Crvin DisoBEpiENCE MOVEMENT.

Rao- Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District): Will Govérn-
ment be pleased to state whether any students, and if so how many,
have withdrawn from colleges or high schools, Government or aided,
to join the civil disobedience movement ? -

The Hoyourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD:

Number of students who
withdrew from colleges
and schools to join the

civil disobedience

. movement
, L Colleges: S .
(2) Government .. .. .. 5
()] I\on—Govemment (alded) .. .. 14
. - ~ Total .. 19
2. Secondary schools : - :
(¢) Government .. .. .. -2
(b) Non-Government (aided) .. .. 102
' Total .. 104

lREVE\L'E Exaursations : EXAVINERS.

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District) : Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) whetherit is a fact that District Deputy Collectors are appointed
to be examiners for the Revenue Higher and Lower Standard examina-
tions and also for the qualifying test for mamlats ;

(%) if s0, who appoints them and how many Deputy Collectors from
the Southern Dms:on have been so appointed during the last ten

* years ;

{¢) if none {rom Karnatak has been appointed, what i i3 the reason

therefor
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The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (2) One Deputy Collector is
appointed examiner to draw up guestion papers assigned to him and to
assist in conducting viva voce examinations,

(b) The Chief Secre’cary to Government, who is ex-officio President
of the Permanent Committee for Departmental Examinations, appoints
the additional examiners required by the Committee. - During the
last ten years a Deputy Collector from Kolaba District was selected
in 1921. ‘

(c) Since 1922 the Oriental Translator to Government has invariably
been appointed on grounds of convenience and economy. ¢« ;

EstaBLISEMENT, LLOYD BARRAGE SCHEME.

Mr. HAJ1 MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased—
(a) to give in a tabular form— ,
(i) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engmeets,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks in the Lloyd Barrage Scheme on
temporary scales, and
{2i) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,

Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks borne on permanent cadres of the

Public Works Department ;

(b) to give the probable date when they propose to reduce the
establishment mentioned in clause (@) () in consequence of the
progress of the works to completion ;

(c) to state the approxitmate number of the establishment men- -
tioned in clause (a) () which they propose to confirm on the comple-
tion of the works ;

(d) to state whether in view of Government circulars dlrectmg
the employment of Muslims to the extent of 50 per cent. in Govern-
ment service they propose to retain Muslim members in service ;

(e) to state the number of the members of the establishment
mentioned in clause (a) (i) which they propose to reduce in the budget
for the year 1931-32

{f) to place on the Council table the list of members proposed to
be reduced according to the new yeare budget ? ‘

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: The Honourable
Member’s attention is invited to the reply given to question asked by
Mir Bandeh Ali Talpur and printed on pages 114"—1144 of the Bombay
Legislative Council Debates, Vol. XXX.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH: After the question was
answered in the March ‘session have any Mussalmans been appointed ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Speaking from memory,
I think some appointments have been made.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Is it a fact that Mussalmans
are being discharged from service indiscriminately ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : In which grade ? Clerical ?

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Clerical as well as superior.
uo Hb 42—2q
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The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I want notice to enable
me to make enquiries into the matter.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH: I find that since the reply
was given to the question put by the honourable member Mir Bandch
Ali Khan in March last, only a couple of the assistant Engineers’ posts
etc. have been given to Muslims. * At this rate, when will the 50%
limit be reached as laid down by the Government of India, and do the
Government of Bombay wish to complete the 50% limit ?

. The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I think the 50%, limit
applies to clerical posts and not to officers’ posts.

M. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : The Honourable the General
Member says the 509, limit applies to clerical posts. I find that there
“are permanent clerks to the extent of 364 from the Non-Muslim communi-
ties and only 29 are Mahomedans, or say about 109. When will the
50% limit be reached at this rate ?

* The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Every attempt is being
made to give preference to efficient and qualified Mahomedans.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Have Government placed on the
.Council table the list of members proposed to be reduced as asked for by
the honourable member Mir Bandeh Ali Talpur in his question to which
we have been referred in the Government reply ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I cannot understand. the
honourable member’s statement “ proposed to be reduced.” There are
no proposals to reduce only the Mahomedans.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: I refer the Honourable the
General Member to clause (f) of the question which reads “ to place on
the Council table the list of members proposed to be reduced according
to he new year’s budget.” Has this list been placed on the Councd
fable ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : In the current vear’s
budget no reductions have beep made.

Khan Babadur M. A. KHUHRO : May I know whether Government
contemplate determining a certain proportion for each community
approximately, for the clerical as well as the superior grades ¥

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : In the higher ranks we
cannot fix any proportion, All depends upon the men who are available
and their qualifications. Can the honourable member point out a single
qualified Sindhi Mahomedan who is not employed ?

Khan Babadur M. A. KHUHRO: Isit not a fact that many Mushm
clerks at present in service have been given notices that their services
will be terminated?

‘The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Not to my knowledge.
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Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO: Is it not a fact that two Canal
Assistants’ appointments that recently fell vacant on the Jamrao Canal
were both given to Non-Muslims ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSA UY That does not arise out
of the present question. ‘ 4 .
Roaps v Sinp.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi €ity): "Will
Government be pleased to state— :

(1) in a tabular form for three divisions of the Presldency proper
and Sind, separately for each—

{a) the length of metalled roads maintained by the Pubhc Works
Department ;

(b) the length of unmetalled roads maintained by the Public
Works Department and open to public traffic;

(2) whether 1t is a fact that Government are maintaining
6,005 miles of metalled and 727 miles of unmetalled roads in the
Presidency proper and only 89 miles of metalled roads and 1,487 miles
of unmetalled roads in Sind ;

(3) if so, what programme, if any, have Government prepared
for constructing metalled main roads in Sind conpecting various
districts of Sind and other towns ?

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI: (1) (a) and (b)‘
A statement giving the required information is attached.

(2) Yes. The figure of 6,005 miles of metalled roads in the Presndency
proper includes certain roads transferred to Local Boards for maintenance
at Government cost. .

(3) As metal is not readily available and water is scarce, metalling
of roads in Sind on any considerable scale is out of the question for the
present on account of the cost being prohibitive. Earth roads will, it is
considered, largely meet the most uroent needs of Sind for years to come.
It is proposed to construct the followmg roads, as earth roads in the
first place, with necessary cross-drainage works from the petrol
tax funds s :

(I) Karacki-Hyderbad-Rokri-Punjab Road (East road)— |

(1) Kotri-Hyderabad-Hala Section,

(2) Sakrand-Moro Section.

(3) Moro to Kandiaro Section. ’
(11} Keotri-Dadu-Shikarpur-Baluckistan Road (West road)—

Shikarpur-Jacobabad- \aslrahad Section,

The Road Sub-Committee of the Advisory Communications Board
Sind, have been asked to submit to Government a scheme costing about
Rs. 50 lakhs for constructing roads in 8ind during the next 10 years—
five lakhs to be provided annually from Provincial revenues, Tho scheme
will be duly considered when received.
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Stalement showing metalled and unmctalled roads maintained by the Public Works
Department in the Presidency proper and Sind during the year 1929-30,

Length of Length of
metalled unmetalled
U N roads main- roads main-
Nome of Circle tained by the | tained by the
Public Works | Public Works
Department Department
1 2 . 3
Presidency proper Miles Miles
Northern Circle - " 1,144 118
Central Circle N - . 2,509 121
Southern Circle .. . .. 2,014 400
Decean Irrigation Circle . 146 69
Imgatlon Development and Research Circle . 64 vees
: 5,877* 708
Sind [ :
Indos Left Bank Circle ., . o 16 1,276
Indus Right Bank Circle .. - .ol 81 | 143
' 97 1,419

* This figure is exclusive of eertam roads transferred to Local Boards for maintenance -
at Government cost.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : The reply to part (3) of my
question is that metal is not readily available and water is scarce. Is
there not plenty of metal available alongside from Karachi to Larkaua
at least from the hills that are there all along ?

" The Honourable Dewan Bahadur §. T. KAMBLI : Metal is available
in particular places and not all along.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Do Government contemplate
" constructing a metalled road from Hyderabad to Karachi which is all
rocky ? '
The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI : 1 want notice of
the question.

- The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I would ask the Honourable
Minister to give his replies a little louder as the official reporters are not
able to follow him.

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T. KAMBLI : 1 said, Sir, that I
require notice of the question to enable me to furnish the information

asked for.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : As regards Karachi-Punjab
and Kotri-Baluchistan Roads mentioned in answer to (3), may I know
why these roads should not be begun from Karachi as it forms common
part of both these grand trunk roads and Karachi is an unportant port
and the capital of Sind ?
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The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI : I require notlce of
that question.

Khan Bahadur M. A, KHUHRO Will Government consider the
question of securing metal from the Khirthar range of hills which is
only about 25 to 30 miles from Larkana as they can do- so very
cheaply ?

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8, T. KAMBLI : That questmn will
certainly be considered if and ‘when metalling of the roads there wﬂl
De undertaken. ‘

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Is it a fact that the capital of
Sind is cut off from the interior for want of roads ?

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8, T. KAMBLI : Yes.

" SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Do Government propose to
satisfy the wants of Sind in this respect, and, if s0, when ? .

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T. KAMBLI ; Yes, when funds
permit, ~

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI : Is it a fact that some time back the Government
of India contemplated the construction of the Kotn‘Shlkarpur-Ba,luchl-
stan Road for military purposes at their own expense ? ‘

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T. KAMBLI: I would ask for
notice of the question.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : The local board of Karachi -
has sent in an estimate for the construction of a road from Karachi to
Kotri. Has that been received by the Honourable Minister ?

The Honourable Dewan Bdhadur 8. T. KAMBLI : I would ask for
netice of the question,

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Do Government know that if
the construction of these roads is postponed, Government will have to
pay whatever is demanded by the Railway for the many bridges across
several rivers which have been abandoned by the Railway Department
now, if those abandoned bridges are not taken up now ? :

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8, T. KAMBLI : I would ask for
notice of the question.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : It is admltted that there are '
6,005 miles of metalled roads in the Presidency proper and 89 miles of
metalled roads in Sind. When will the work of having more metalled
roads in Sind be completed ?

‘The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Next question.

. " REPRESENTATIVE WATANDARS.
Mr, V. N. JOG for Mr. H. R. DESAI (Deccan Sardars and Inamdars):
Will Government be pleased to state—

{a) whether it is a fact that representative watandars were allowed -
ungler the Watan Act to nominate outsiders {(non-watandars) as their
deputies when no watandar fit and willing to officiate was available ;
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(b) whether it was the policy of Government in special cases, as for
instance when persons of high rank are the representative watandars, -
to appoint none but a watandar of the same watan as a deputy ;

{¢) whether, according to the provisions of section 53 of the Watan
Act, the Collector toois bound, equally with the representative watandar,
in selecting a deputy from amongst the watandars of the same watan ;

+ {(d) the reasons why special authority to select an outsider as an

- officiator is given to the Collector by Government Resolution

No. 832224, dated 1st of November 1927, and not to the representative

. watandar, if no deputy fit or willing to officiate is available from
amongst the watandars of the same watan ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : () Representative watandars
were allowed till 1927 to nominate outsiders as their deputies, although
they had no right inlaw to do so.

() No. In special cases of the kind referred to, Government confer
on representative watandars the privilege of appointing non-watandars
a8 deputies on their behalf (i.e., on behalf of the representative watandars
themselves).

() Yes, when a suitable and willing person is available from the watan
_ family. - When vo suitable and willing person is available for appoint-
ment as a deputy either from among the members of the representative
watandar’s family or from among the watandars of the same watan, the
Collector is authorised to appoint on behalf of Government any outsider
‘whom he considers fit to serve as a deputy.

" (d) The object of the Watan Act is to confine the right of service to the
watan family except in the case of persons of high rank who cannot
reasonably be expected to serve in person. In the selection of outsiders
as deputies, representative watandars are likely to be guided by the
payment which they can obtain from such nominees, and this is detri-
mental to the efficiency of the administration., Government therefore
require that, except in the case of persons of high rank, representative
- watandars should either serve in person or should appoint some ene fit
and willing to serve from the watan family. .

EstaBLISHMENT, LLoYD BaRRAGE SCHEME,

Kban Bahadur GHULAM NABI SHAH (Thar Parkat District):
Will Government be pleased—

{6) to give in a tabular form :

(3) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks in the Lloyd Barrage Scheme on
temporary scales, and .

(i) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks borne on permanent cadres of the
Public Works Department ;

- (b) to give the probable date when they propose to reduce the
establishment mentioned in clause () (i) in consequence of the progress
of the works to completion ;

[
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(c) to state the approximate number of the establishment mentloued
in clause (a) (¢) which they propose to conﬁrm on the completion of
the works ;

(d) to state whether in view of Government circulars directing the
employment of Muslims to the extent of 50 per cent. in Government
service they propose to retain Muslim members in service ;

+ (e) to state the number of the members of the estabhshment ‘men-
tioned in clause {a) (i) which they propose to reduce in the budget
for the year 1931-32 ;

(f) to place on the Council table the list of members proposed to be
reduced according to the new year’s budget ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: The Honoura,ble
Member’s attention is invited to the reply given to question asked
by Mir Bandeh Ali Talpur and printed on pages 1142-1144 of the
Borbay Legislative Council Debates, Vol. XXX. - |

Barrage CaNaLs : JoINT PEACHES.

Khan Bahadur GHULAM NABI SHAH (Thar Parkar Dlstrlct)
Will Government to be pleased to state—

(a) whether they intend to have a joint peach of several zamindars
on new watercourses on the Barrage canals;

{b) whether they have considered the consequences of such 1omt
peaches ;

(c) whether they are aware that serious quarrels took place among
zamindars in consequence of the system of joint peaches ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: (a) Yes, in the case of
small holdings,

(b) Yes.

{c) Occasionally there are disputes regarding dlstnbutlon of water »
Such disputes are generally settled amicably.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : What is the extent of the small ‘
holding which Government wish to join on the same karia ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The answer is in plain
English. It will not be a big holding, I can assure the honourable
member. ‘

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Big and small are two dlﬁerent
words. I want to know the extent, Could the honourable member‘
give us an idea !

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What is the meamnrv of the word

‘““extent ” ? What does the honourable member wish to know ? !

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : I want to know the extent of
the holding that they wish to join on the same water-course, the acreage
1 mean, N

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN A few acres.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SIHAH : Will it be 10 acres, or 12 acres
or 100 acres ¢
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The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : 1 can assure the honour-
rable member that it will not be 100 acres.
SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Do Government know that

even murders are taking place on account of putting them on the same
water-course !

The Honourable Sir GH['LAM H['bS AIN: Occasionally,—it is stated
in the reply.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Is it not fair on the part of
Government not to introduce a scheme which brings about murders ?

The Honourab]e Sll‘ GHULAM HUSSAIN : Murders are committed
even otherwise. ~

Ixam Virpages, CexTRAL DivisioN axp SocTHERN Division:
- : SETTLEMENTS.

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE (Poona City): Will Government be pleased
to lay on the Council Table, with regard to Inam villages in the Central
and Southern Divisions of the Presidency, a statement containing the
following information :—

() A list of inam villages summarily settled under Act II of 1863
with dates of settlement;
(b) A list of those settled nnder Act VII of 1863 with dates of

settlement ; 3

(c) A list of those inam villages resumed by Government after the
passing of summary settlement. Acts with reasons for resumptions ;
- (d) A list of those inquired into under Act XI of 1852 (with dates
of inquiry) and also summarily settled ;

" (¢) Alist of those inquired into under Act XI of 1852 (with dates
of inquiry) but not summarily settled ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a) to (¢) The time and trouble
involved in the compilation of the information is incommensurate with
its public interest and utility. " Government therefore regret that they

- are not prepared to undertake it.

TAPEDARS AND SUPERVISING TAPEDARS 0N JAuMrAO CaNALS.

.. Khan Bahadur JAM JANMAHOMED KHAN (Nawabshah Dis-
trict) : Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why Tapedars
-and Supervising Tapedars cannot be entertained on Jomrao Canals
instead of Abdars and Canal Assistants?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : For the equitable and
'econoxmcal distribution of water on 8 perennial canal such as the
Jamrao, the employment of Canal Assistants and Abdars is necessary.
Such duties form part of the irrigation management and control of
perennial canals and are the functions of the lmgatzon Department and

. pot of the Revenue Department.
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© WEIGEING 0F GRAIN IN SIND.

Khan Bahadur JAM JANMAHOMED KHAN (Nawabshah District) :
Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether they are aware that the merchants in Sind while selling
grain calculate 40 seers for a maund but in purchasing they take'
42 geers ;

(b) if s0, do Government intend to take any action in the matter ?

The Honourable Sirdar 8ir RUSTOM J. VAKIL: (a) The practice is
not uniform. In some places 41 seers and in others 42 seers are calcu-
lated in & maund for the purpose of wholesale dealings, while 40 seers
per maund is adopted by dealers for the purpose of retail sales. |

(b) Legislation for the standardisation of weights and measures in
the Bombay Presidency including Sind is under the consxderatxon of
Government. . '

RotaTioN oF WATER : JAMRAO CANAL,

Khan Bahadur JAM JANMAHOMED KHAN (Nawabshah Dist‘rict) :
Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) whether they are aware that on Jamrao Canals pot even 7 days’
previous intimation of rotation of water is given to zamindars ;
{8) if 80, do they intend to take action in the matter to avoid great
inconvenience and loss to zamindars ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (¢) The intervals between
the rotations cannot be fixed with any degree of exactness on account .
of the very varying supply under existing conditions in the Nara, from
which the Jamrao Canal derives its supply. It is not therefore possible
in such circumstances always to give seven days’ intimation to cultiva-
tors. - When the Barrage is in operation fluctuations in*the Nara will
disappear, ’

(b} No action in the dlrectlon indicated is possible in exmtmg condi- -
tions. .

Ismar. CoOLLEGE, A.NDH’ERI: Fers.

Mr. J. 8. KADRI (Northern Division): Are Government aware
- that the present rates of term fees in the Ismail College, Andheri, press
hard on the slender resources of poor Muslims, who form the_ bulk of
the students in that college ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: Yes; Govern-
ment have decided this year that the Ismail College should be classed
a8 fa mofussil and not as a Bombay Arts College regarding the rates
of fees. '

Mr. J. 8. KADRIL: What is the reduction in fees ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD ¢ Rs. 15 per head

Urpu-kNowiNG Mistresses : DEARTH.

Mr. J. 8. KADRI (Northern Division): Are Government aware
that the dearth of qualified and trained Urdu-knowing mistresses has
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, pro.ved to be a serious handicap to the advancement of female education
among the Muslims of the Bombay Presidency ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : Yes.

VERNACULAR TEACHERS : COURSES OF INSTRUCTION. -

Mr. J. S. KADRI (Northern Division): Are Government aware
that the present courses of instruction for the training of vernacular
teachers aretoo heavy and cumbrous to be completed satisfactorily
within the prescribed period

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: Gowernmont
is not so aware.

TELANG Hicu ScrooL, GODERA : MUSLm AND NoN-MusLim
STUDENTS.

Mr. J. 8. EADRI (Northem Dmsmn) Will Government be pleased
to state—
* (a) the number of Muslim %nd non-Muslim students admitted into
Standard I of the Telang High School, Godhra, during the last 5 years ;
(b) the number of Muslim students who were refused admission to
that school during the last 5 years, with reasons for the refusal ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: The following
table gives the requu‘ed mformatlon —

Y

(@)
" Year, - ) i : : Muslim. Non-Muslim,
. 1926-27 5 26
-~ 1927-28 h) 25
192829 , 5 27
1929-30 7 27
1930-31 5 29

(b) Number of- Mnshm students who were refused admission:—

" Year. - Forinefliciency. For wantof a
— vacancy.
1926-27 7 9
1927-28 8 13
192829, .. 8 4
1929-30 - .. 9 6
1930-31 B 9 10 .

Counecrn Erecrion : Vorers' List, N. D.

Mr. J. 8. KADRI (Northern Division): Are Government aware
that the Gujarati and Marathi lists of the,Mussalman voters for the
Urban and Rural Constituencies of the Northern Division at the last
Council election were not only incomplete but were full of mistakes and
inaccuracies in the names and surnames of voters ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A, THOMAS: Government (io not admit
that this was the case. . Where applications for correction or amendment
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" of names in the rolls were received before the lists were finally pﬁblished
they were enquired into and such corrections were made as were found

proper. ,
. Mr. J. 8. KADRI: Has Government made any enquiry into the.
matter ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : The prmted answer says that
where applications were received, they were enqmred into.

EXCISE APPOINTMENTS : NOTIFICATION IN ¥ Boxeay GOVERNMENT
. GazerTE.”

Mr. J. 8. KADRI (Northers Dmsmn): Will Government . be-
pleased to state whether it i3 a fact that formerly the transfer and
appointments of the Excise Department used to be notified in
the Bombay Government G’azctte and, if so, why that practice was
discontinued 4

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD ; The Honourable
Member is referred to the reply given to clauses (¢) and (d) of Rao
Bahadur Kale’s question printed at page 437 of the Legislative Councll
Debates, Volume XXV, Part VI.

DoMBay LEGISLATIVE CouxciL vavnnsny ConsTITUENCY : LisT
oF VOTERS.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University): (v) Has the attention
of Government been drawn to the fact that the lists of voters-in the
University constituency of the Bombay Legislative Council were in many
places deficient or incorrect owing to the (a) omission of the names of
several qualified voters from the electoral rolls, (b) entries being left on
the lists several years after the voters had left the place where they were
residing at the time of the preparation of the lists ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (i) (¢) No complaints about
omissions from the electoral rolls have been received by Govemment or
by the officers concerned.

(b) Every endeavour is made to make the rolls as complete and
accurate as possible. Some names did remain on the lists after the
voters had left the place where their names were recorded and gone to
live clsewhere, but when this came to notice the voters were given certi-
ficates entitling them to vote at the places where they were aotually'
residing.

MepicaL OrrICERS ; TRANSFERS,

Mr. M. M. KARBHARI (Thana and Bombay Suburban Dmtmcts) ‘
(1) Will Government be pledsed to state the strength of the Bombay
Medical Department in the Subordinate Medical Service and the Bombay
Medical Service ?

(2) On what principles are transfers made in both ?
(3) How many transfers were made in each section in the course se of the
last two years ?
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4) “hat is the tenure (period of service) presmbed at each place ?

(5) Is the tenure system strictly adhered to in both classes

(6) How many of those transferred were given travelling allowance
and how many were not ¢ What were the reasons for not giving them.
in the latter cases ?

(7) Is it a fact that before transfers are made the officers are asked
about half a dozen times to select places to which they would like to go ?

(8) i these places are not available, are they asked again and again
‘till a suitable place in the opinion of the Department is found for the
applicant ¥

(9) Isit true that when a transfer is made to such a place no travelling
allowance is given ?

(10) Is this practice apphcable to the Subordinate Medical Service
invariably ?
~ (11) Is it a fact that the Honourable Dewan Bahadur Desai, when in
charge of the Medical Department, had insisted on transfers, but that
the system was discontinued thereafter, since the. portfolio changed ;
if not, how many transfers were made since then ?

" The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL : (1) A statement
furnishing the information is appended.

(2) Inthe case of Bombay Medical Service Oﬁ‘icers no special prmmples
‘have been laid down. Transfers are made in accordance with adminis-
trative requirements, The officers of the Subordinate Medical Service
are not ordinarily kept in one place for more than five years.

{3) The number of transfers effected during the two years 1929 and
1930 was 80 in the case of Bombay Medical Service Officers and 652 in
the case of Subordinate Medical Service Officers. The number given in
the case of Subordinate Medical Service Officers include the number of
temporary transfers such as those made on account of leave vacanmes
and on fair and epidemic duties, ete.

(4) No tenure system exists either for the Bombay Medical Service or
Subordinate Medical Service Officers.

(5) In view of reply to clause (4), thisquestion does not arise.

(6) In the case of Bombay Medical Service all the transfers were made
at State expense except one case in which the Officer was tramaferred in
consequence of an adverse report.

- Out of 652 cases of tansfers of the Subordinate Medical Service Officers
travelling allowance was not allowed in 79 cases. In the latter cases the
transfers were ardered at the expense of the officers under rule 488 of the
Bombay Civil Services Rules, since they were purely in the interest of
the incumbent and to a place of their choice.

(7) No.” But Subordinate Medical Service Officers are ~asked
occasionally to indicate their preferences.

{8) and (9) If a post of their choice is not available, the Subordinate
Medical Service Officers are transferred according to the convenience of
the Depsrtment. In such -a case, both the Bombay Medical Service
and Subordinate Medical Service Officers are granted travelling
allowa.nce
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(10) In view of answer to clause (9), this question does not a.risev

(11) In February 1928, when Dewan Bahadur Harilal D. Desai was in
charge of the Department, Government pointed out to the Surgeon
General that it is undesirable to allow officers to remain in appointments
for prolonged periods, as the private practice, which is allowed to them,
may develop to such an extent that the discharge of their public duties
may suffer. These instructions still remain in force.

STATEMENT.

The strength of Subordinate Medical Service and Bombay Medical Service cadres on
1st March 1931 is as follows :—

Subordinate Medical Service cadre.

. 394 sanctioned strength.
79 leave reserve.
4 seconded appointments.
1 temporary post.

Total .. 478 ,
Bombay Medical Service cadre,

54 sanctioned strength.
8 leave reserve.
1 temporary appointment in the Jail Department.
3 appointments in the Western India States Agency.

Total .. 66

Mr. M. M. KARBHARI : In view of the answer to part (11) and
part (4) of my question do Government think it desirable to fix the
tenure of service ? ’

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL : Government have
not considered that question yet.

Mr. M. M. KARBHARI : To the 11th part of my question the answer
is:

< In February 1928, when Dewan Bahadur Harilal D. Desai was in charge of the
Department, Government pointed out to the Surgeon General that it is undesirable
to allow officers to remain in appointments for prolonged periods, as the private
practice, which is allowed to them, may develop to such an extent that the discharge of
their public duties may suffer.”

The answer to my 4th question is:

““No tenure system exists either for the Bombay Medical Service or Subordinate
Medical Service Officers.”

In view of the answer to my 11th pa.rt of the question do Government
intend to fix up a teuure ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL: I have already
answered that Government have not considered the advisability of
fixing the tenure of service.

. LLoYD BARRAGE : MusLiM AND NoN-MUSLIM STAFF.

Khan, Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO (Larkana District): (a) Will
Government be pleased to state in a tabular form separately the
numbers of Muslim and Non-Muslim Assistant Engineers, Supervisors,
Overseers and Clerks in the Lloyd Barrage Scheme on a temporary scale ?
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(6) Will Government be pleased to state in a tabular form separately
the numbers of Muslim and Non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks borne on permanent cadres of the
Public Works Department ?

{¢) What is the probable date of the completion of works on Whlch the
temporary stafl referred to in part () above is employed ?

(d) What is the probable number of such temporary staff that will bé
brought on 3 permanent scale on the completion of the Lloyd Barrage
Works 2

(¢) What is the number of such temporary staff proposed to be reduced
under the Budget provision for the year 1931-32 %

(f) Will Government be pleased to place on the Council Table a list of
members proposed to be so reduced ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : As regards clauses (a), (b),

" (d), (e) and (f) of the question, the attention of the Honourable Member

is invited to the reply given to question asked by Mir Bandeh

Ali Talpur and printed on pages 1142-1144 of the Bombay Legislative
Council Debates, Vol. XXX.

"~ (¢) The probable date of completion of the works is 1934-35.

SHOLAPUR ACCUSED : DISPOSAL OF Bonms

Mr. GOOLAM.HUSLIN EBRAHIM MATCHESWALA (Bombay
City) : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) the names, status and the social positions of the four Sholapur
aceused, hanged in January 1931, in the Yeravda Jail ;

. (b) whether the dead bodies of the four accused were handed over to
their relatives for burial or cremation according to their respective
religious practices ;

(c) whether the relatives of the accused had applied or made request
that their bodies might be handed over to them for the performance of
their last’ rehglous Tites ;

(d) whether it is a fact that one of the accused belonged to the Bohra
Muslim community ;

(¢) if so, whether the last requeat of the accused, regarding his

- burial was acceded to, and if not, what were the speclal reasons for
refusing it ?
- The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS :

~ {s) L. Mallappa Bfewanshlddappa Dhanshetti, Private Service,
9. Shrikrishna Lakshminarayan Sarda, Merchant,
3. Jagannath Bhagwan Shinde, Petition-writer,
4. Abdul Rasul Kurban Husain, Frame-maker.
-(b) No.
. (c) The relatives of the first three prisoners asked for their bodies.
(d) Yes.
{¢) The prisoner did not make any such request.
SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : With regard to the answer to
part (c) of the question, may I know whether the bodies as requested
by the relatives of the deceased were handed over to them ? :

’
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‘The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I refer the honourable membe:
to the answer to (b).

EstasrisaMENT, LLoyD BARRAGE SCHEME.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District): Will Govern-
ment be pleased—
(a) to give in a tabular form—

(s) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks in the Lloyd Barrage Scheme on
temporary scales, and

(i) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and -Clerks borne on permanent cadres of
the Public Works Department ;

(b) to give the probable date when they propose to reduce the
establishment mentioned in clause (g} (z) In consequence of the
progress of the works to completion ;

(c) to state the approximate number of the establishment mentioned
in clause (a) (i) which they propose to confirm on the completion of-

. the works ;

(d) to state whether in view of Government circulars directing the
employment of Muslims to the extent of 50 per cent. in Government
service they propose to retain Muslim members in service ;

{e) to state the number of the members of the establishment men-
tioned in clause () (i) which they propose to reduce in the budget
for the year 1931-32; -

(f) to place on the Council table the list of members proposed to .
be reduced according to the néw year’s budget ?

The Honourable 8ir GHULA HURSAIN: (a), (B), (c), (d), (¢} and
(f) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the reply given to
question asked by Mir Bandeh Ali Talpur and printed on pages 1142-1144
of the Bombay Legislative Council Debates, Vol. XXX.

i
d

DeserTion RuLes: PoLice DEPARTMENT.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District): Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Desertion Rules for the constabulary service in
the Police Department are applicable to the clerks who are on a
separate establishment in that department ;

(b) if so, whether they will be pleased to place a copy of the rules
on the Council table ;

(c) whether the clerks in the Police Department are required to
remain “Indoor ” patients in civil hospitals when they fall ill ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) and (b) There are no
*“ desertion rules” for the police force. If a policeman deserts, he
can be prosecuted in a Court of Law under sections 34 and 36 of the
Bombay District Police Act or dealt with departmentally for absence
from duty. Clerks are not members of the Police Force enrolled under

mo Hb 42—3
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the Act, and the provisions of the Bombay District Police Act just
mentioned do not apply to them.

{c) No.

Surrs AGAINST AGRICULTURISTS IN SIND.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District) : Will Govern-
ent be pleased to supply the following ﬁoures about Sind in a tabular
form for the last ten years ?

Year—

The number of civil suits filed ;

The total value of suits filed;

The total number of suits disposed of ;

The total amount of decrees executed against the agriculturists;

" The amount recovered from them in cost (cash);

The amount recovered from them in kind ;

The amount recovered from them from the sale of their agricultural
lands ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : The information required by
the Honourable Member on the first three points will be found in the
annual reports on the administration of Civil and Criminal Justice in
the province of Sind which are in the Council Library. The collection
of the information asked for on the remaining points would involve an
amouni; of labour disproportionate to the Value of the results.

Estaruisavext, Lroyd BARRAGE SCHEME.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District): Will
Government be pleaced—
(a) to give in a tabular form—

{¥) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks in the Lloyd Barrage Scheme
on temporary scales, and

(37) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim Assistant Engineers,
Supervisors, Overseers and Clerks Lorne on permanent cadres of
the Public Works Department ;

(b) to give the probable date when they propese to reduce the
establishment mentioned in clause (@) (5) in consequence of the
_ progress of the works to completion ;
(c) to state the approximate number of the establishment mentioned
_in clause (a) (i) which they propose to confirm on the eomp]etion
of the works ;
(d) to state whether in view of Government circulars directing the
employment of Muslims to the extent of 50 per cent.in Government
service they propose to retain Muslim members in service ;
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(€) to state the number of the members of the establishment men-
tioned in clause (¢) (i) which they propose to reduce in the budget
for the year 1931-32 ;

(/) to place on the Council table the list of members proposed to
be reduced according to the new year’s budget %

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : {a), (b), (¢}, (d), ( e) and (f)
The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to the reply given to
question asked by Mir Bandeh Ali Talpur and printed on pages 1142-
1144 of the Bombay Legislative Council Debates, Vol. XXX,

PusLic ProsecuToRs IN SIND: Crvin PrACTICE.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District): (o) Will
Government be pleased to state the number of Public Prosecutors
in Sind ?

(b) How many of thew are Mussulmans, how many Hindus and
how many other communities ?

{c) Is it a fact that several matters of eivil character are also referred
to them by local authorities for opinion in accordance with which the
claims of many contending parties are decided by the latter

(d) How many of these Public Prosecutors have had civil practice
and if so for how long before they were appointed by Governmenb as.
Public Prosecutors ?

(¢) How many of them are practising as Civil Lawyers at present

and how many cases bas each of them had on his file in a Civil Court
up to date !

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS :
{a) Seven with 14 Assistants.
(b) Out of the District Government Pleaders there are :—

5 Hindus, 1 Mubammadan, and 1 Christian.
Qut of the Assistant Public Prosecutors there are :—
7 Hindus, 6 Muhammadans, and 1 Christian,

(¢) Government have no information about such references and see
no reason to make any inquiries about them since it is entirely within
the discretion of the local authorities (by which phrase Government
understand the local bodies and not the local officers to be intended)
to consult any member of the bar wham they may select.

(d) As regards the first part of this clause, the attention of the
Honourable Member is invited to the reply to clause (¢) below. As’
regards the second part of this clouse, a statement furnishing the
informetion regarding the dates of the commencement of practice and
of the past and present appointments of the Public Prosecutors is laid
on the Council table. They were recommended as suitable by the local
officers and therefore presumably had been in such pm(*bwe a3 qualified
them for their duties,

'~ Mo Hb42—%a
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- (e) All Public Prosecutors are also Government Pleaders and are
‘required to attend to the civil work of Government when needed. The
latter portion of the question is purely a private matter with which
Government have no concern.

L ' From what year
Name. Present appointment.! First appointment. commenced
: practice.
Sind.
1 Mr.C. M. Lobo ..| D.G.P. and P.P. in! II A.P.P,, Sind and] 1907
. Sind, 1929. A.G.P., Karachi.
2 ,, P.D, Punwani.|I A.G.P., Karachiand 11T AP.P,, Sind and} 1908
C TAPP,and AGP,| AGP., Karachi,
Sind, 1929, : 1014,
3 ,, P. T. Hathira-| II A.G.P.,, Karachij IIl A.P.P, Sind and| 1905
mani. and A.P.P.and A.G] A.G.P, Karachi,
. P., Sind, 1929. 1919,
4 ,, H.B.Tyabji..| III A.G.P.,, Karachij II AP.P, Sind and| 1916
: end A.PP, and, AGP, Karachi
’ A.G.P, Sind, 1929. | 1928,
5 ,D. N O8al-]IVAPP.and AGP., 1921
livan. Sind and A.G.P.,
. Karachi, 1929.
Hyderabad.
6 Mr. Parmanand| DGP. and PP, APP,1921 1916
Kundanmal. | 1926.
7 , Sikender Beg({ I AP.P., 1929 L ITAPP, 1926 1918
8 ,, Jethsing Naran-| I A.P.P,, 1929 1904
sing.
' Nawabshah.
9 Mr. D.J. Lalvani..| D.G.P. and P.P, AP.P., 1919 1913
o 1927. . )
10 Mr. M us a‘k han| TAPP,1927 JITAPP,1926 .. 1921
ri. : :
11 ,, Faruk Beg| II A.P.P,,1928 1913
Mirza.
© Sukkur.
12 Mr., K. H. Keswsni.| D.G.P.and P.P., 1927 Addl. A.P.P,,1907..| 1902
13 ,, HasanaliGolam| A.P.P. and A.G.P.| Addl. A.P.P.,,192¢4..| 1923
Ali EKhan| 1927,
. Agha, .
14 ,,Hasanand} Addl. APP. and Sub G.P. Rohri} 1888
Hemraj. A.G.P, 1927, 1902.
15 ,, Holaram K.} Offg. I Addl. A.G.P,, . 1913
Keswani. and APP., 1930
(temporary).
Larkana. .
16 Mr. B. 8. Topandas| D.G.P. snd P.P.,} AddlL AP.P, 1918 .. 1904
N. Bhahani. 1929,
Kishanchand| I A.P.P., 1929 - .| Hony. Asstt. to D.G.] 1923

17
‘ M. Punjabi.

P., Sukkur, 1925.
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o l From what year
Name. Present appointment.! First appointment. commenced

practice.
Larkana—contd.
18 Mr. Nebhandas U.| IIAPP, 1921 . 1006 with | o
Shahani. | break of 5%
years spent in
Government

service a8 She-
ristedar in the

' Dt. Ct., Hyder-
abad. '
19 ,, Yar Mab.|IIIAPP, 1927 - ..| Hony. Asstt. to| 1923
mad Hayat D.G.P., 1926, :
Khan Junejo.
Ther and g’arkar. )
‘20Mr.Imdad Ai{DGP. and PP, Enrolled a5 &
Imam AHl| 1930. pleader in 1911,
Kaazi, g
Upper Sind Frontier.

21 Me.Dayaram| DGP. end PP, Addl. APP., Suk- 1909
Dhanrajmal{ Upper Sind Fron. kur, 1921,
ani. tier, 1927,

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : With regard to (c), do Govern-
ment know that the local officers refer questions, for instance, the muta-
tion of names in the Record of Rights involving transfer of property,
to the public prosecutors ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOM.AS I must ask for notice of that
question.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Do Government know whether
such people had civil practice before they were appointed as public
prosecutors ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: I presume so: See answer
to (¢)-

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Have Government made any
such enquiry ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS: Not specifically.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : When important cases involving
transfer of property are referred to them, is it not necessary for Govern-
ment to enquire whether they know civil law ¢

SHANBHOGS ! Kanara anD Ratwacirr DisTrIOTS,
Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) the number of talatis (Shanbhogs) aceording to their castes in
the two revenue divisions of Kanara and Ratnagiri dlstncts i
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’ (b) whether Government have given effect to their resolution of
1925 to appoint 60 per cent. from the backward communities in these

posts;

{c) the number of appointments of talatis (Shanbhogs) made in the
two divisions of these districts since the year 1925 and the number of

those who were recruited from the backward classes;

(d) the number of Muhammadans holding the posts of talatis

(Shanbhogs) in these two districts ?

. The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON ;

» (a) Kanara.

Brahmins L 117
Sonars .. .. 10
" Ganigs
.Sherugars -
Namdharis
Komarpants
Madiwals
Bandi
Kharvi
Kabber
Devdig
“Bhandaris
Vaishyas -
- Badig ..
Hnlak]ﬂvakkal
Hazam
Mogers . ..o
Marathas
_ Narvekars
Nador
Kalavants
Lingayats
Ambig
Christians ..
. Deshbhandan ..
Devlis .
AMuhammadans ..

b DO
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280
(6) Yes.

Ratnagiri.

Brahmins ..
Kayasth Prabhu
Sonars ..
Mrathas ..
Bhandaris ..
Vani

Shimpi
Kunbis

Teli

Koshti
Gabits

Gurav

Jain Kasar
Mahars
Chambhars
Muhammadans

E
L R

‘ O bt DD e e

[y
o
G

(¢) In the Kanara District 80 appomtments were made out of whick
55 were from the backward classes, and in the Ratnagiri District out of
39 appointments 29 were from those classes.

(d) 18 in the Kanara District and 6 in the Ratnagiri District.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR: With ren'ard to part (d), way I kvow,
whether these ﬁgures of 18 and 6 in the case of Kanara and Ratnagiri
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districts respectively are due to Government having carried out their
Resolution of 19252

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I cannot say. I expect so.

Haxproon L\DUSTRY IN THE PRESIDENCY.’

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—i

(2} whether an industrial survey of the hand-loom and spinning
industries has been made in the Presidency ;

(5) whether the figure of 800,000 people, stated on page 30 of the
Report of the Department of Industries for 1929-30, as being engaged
in hand-loom weaving and allied industries in the PreSIdency, is an
approsimation or a con]ecture,

(¢) whether the number of Hindu and Mussalman hand-loom weavers
has severally been ascertained and, if so, what their resPectlve numbers
are ;

{d) whether co-operative societies for credlt purchase and sale
have been started at every big centre of hand-loom weaving
industry ;

(e) whether the appointment of a Textile Expert, as foreca,sted
on page 32 of the above Report, has been made ;

(f) when the facilities for the hand-loom weavers especially items
(d), (¢) and (f) of paragraph 34 of the Report, will be provided ;

{9) whether the hand-weaving institutes and Demonstration classes
at Tatta, Hala, Nasarpur, Lahori, Lakhi and Poona have attracted a
sufficient number of those whose hereditary occupation is hand-loom
weaving ;

(%) if so, their number at each Demonstratlon centre ;

(?) if not, what arrangements have been made to popularize the
demonstration among weavers ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (a) A survey of
hand-loom weaving of 40 important industrial centres in this Presidency
excluding Sind has been made,

(b) The figure is an estimate derived from the 1921 Census figures for

workers and dependants deriving their subsistence from weaving,
" dyeing, calico printing and allied mdustrles

(¢) No.

{(4) The Honourable Member is referred to the Honourable the Minister
for Agriculture for a reply to this part of the question.

(e) No.

(f) After the appointment of Textile Expert is made.

(g) Yes, but as regards the Weaving Institute, Poona, owing to lack
of education among weavers the non-weavers predommate in the
Advance Course,
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" (k) The subjoined table gives the information required :—

Name of the place of ) The number of students at
demonstration, each Demonstration Centre.
Tatta . .. .. 18
Nasarpur .. .. .. 10 .
Hala . .. .. 10
Lakhi’ .. .. .. 30
Lahori - .. . 25
Poona v . .. 23

(i) The question does not arise.
- Mr, SYED MUNAWAR : With regard to reply to (), the Honour-
able Minister of Education says that “the matter relates to the Minister
of Agriculture. Could he not have transferred this part of the question
Yo the Minister of Agriculture ¢
~ The Houourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: It is for the
honourable members who put the question to do so. '
Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : With regard to answer to (g), it is stated
that “ owing to lack of education among the weavers the non-weavers
predominate in the Advance Course”. Is it mot due to lack of
propaganda that they are not attracted to the demonstration ?
The Houourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: That part of
the work is done by Government.
Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Do we undetstand that * that part of the
“work ” means propaganda ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD Yes.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR: By what means?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: The Director
of Industries sends emissaries to inform weavers of the weaving

demonstrations classes. Notices to that effect are put up for the
information of the public interested in weaving and so on.

Smarr Cavses Court, BoMBAY ~BaAILirrs’ QUALIFICATIONS.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

{a) Whether any qualifications are laid down for appointment as a
bailiff in the Small Causes Court, Bombay ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that men without any qualification have *
some time back been employed as bailiffs in the Court ?

(c) The number of such appomtments made during the last two
years ¢

(d) The reasons for making such appomtments t

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : () No particular qualifications
" have been laid down for the appointment. It is desirable that a bailiff
should be physically fit, have a fair knowledge of English and the
vernaculars, be familiar with the streets and localities of Bombay, and
understand the practice and procedure of serving processes, levying
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attachments and executing decrees. These general principles have
been followed in making appointments. '

(b), (c) and (d) Do not arise.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : With regard to the reply to part (a) of the
question, certain qualifications are laid down for a bailiff’s post. If
these requirements are fulfilled by qualified persons who are already
employed as candidates in the Small Cause Court, why are they not pre-
ferred to men who have merely a workable knowledge of English ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I refer the honourable member
to my reply to his next question. S

Suart Cavsks Court, BomBaY : BAILIFFS’ APPOINTMENT.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR: Will Government be pleased to
state— : oot
(¢) Whether it is a fact that outsiders are recruited as bailiffs in
spite of there being a number of qualified candidates awaiting
employment as such and actually working in the Small Causes Court,
Bombay ? o
(b) If so, the reasons for overlooking the claims of those eandidates’
working for months together in the Court ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: (a) The qualified candidates
to whom the Honourable Member refers are candidates for clerical
appointments and do not desire employment as bailiffs, C

(b) Does not arise. '

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Have these candidates refused to accept
appointments as bailifis ? Was any bailifi’s place’ offered to any one of
them ? RN

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: These are candidates for
clerical posts and not for bailifis’ posts. Bailiffs’ posts are not offered
to them. . : '

PRrISONERS : RELEASE BEFORE DUE DATE.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANT (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that in and after the month of November
1930 ordinary criminals were released from jails before the expiry of
their sentences, because of the rush of political prisoners in Sind and
in the Presidency ? :

(b) 1f 50, the number of such prisoners released from each prison and -
the time each prisoner was released before the due date, giving the
details of each prisoner %

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) To relieve congestion in
the jails some prisoners whose sentences had nearly expired and some
Olii and infirm prisoners who had completed half their sentences were
released. ’

(b) A statement showing the number of prisoners released from each
prison i3 placed on the Council Table. The collection of detailed
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information about each prisoner would involve an expenditure of time
and labour disproportionate to the value of the results :—

Stalement showing the number of prisoners whose premature release was sanctioned by
Government to relieve overcrowding,

Number of

Name of Prison ' prisoners

released
1. Sukkur District Prison . . .. 28
2. Dhulia Distriet Prison .. .. . 34
3. Thana District Prison .. . . 28
4. Visapur Temporary Prison . N R 7
5. Sind Convict Gang o .. .. 71
6. Hyderabad Central Prison .. . - 84
7. Abmedabad Central Prison .. . .. 66
8. Shikarpur Special Prison . . . 22
9. Ratnagiri District Prison . .. 8
10. Karwar District Prison 2
11.  Arthur Road Prison, Bombay .. .. 6
12, House of Correction, Bombay . . . 1
13, Yeravda Central Prison . .. .. 46
14. Karachi District Prison . .. .. 70
15. Bijapur District Prison . .. .. .. 25
16. Belgaum Central Prison . .. .. 28
" 17. Dharwar Javenile Jail .. .. .. 20
Total .. 546

EpvcamioNAl DEpARTMENT : OFFICIATING PAy.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state— : ,

~ (a) Whether it is a fact that the Auditor General has ruled with the

concurrence of the Government of India that in case of a Government
. servant, having no substantive appointment, officiating service prior

to 1st January 1922, counts for increment, when confirmation takes
_ place on or after the 1st January 1922 ? .

() Whether the Government of Bombay (Educational Department)
has issued a Resolution No. 8. 88 (c), dated 26th November 1928,
cancelling part I of Government Resolution No. 737 of 19th August
1927 on the authority of the above ruling ?

" (¢} Whetherit is a fact that no eflect has been given to it up to now ?

(@) When do Government propose to put it into effect ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to allow the difference of pay,
due to such teachers afiected by the above ruling to be drawn from
Ist April 1929 or from the date of confirmation, as mentioned by the
Director of Public Intruction in his letter No. 8. 84 (b)-1-B of
9th December 1927 ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (a) and (b) Yes.

{c) and (d) No. Government have sanctioned proposals regarding
the revision of the pay of the persons concerned, in accordance with the
Auditor General's ruling. B

(¢) All officiating service will count for increment provided that the
incumbent was pot confirmed before 1st January 1922 and that the
officiating service was not put in on a pay less than the minimum of the
time scale on which he is confirmed.
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Exzcunive ENGINEERS : REMARKS ON SUBORDINATES.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state—

(2) Whether Executive Engineers in the P. W.D. have to record
their oplmon in the persc nal registers of the subordinates on theu*
work in general ¢

(b) Whether it is & rule that such opinion is recorded after fult
knowledge of the werk of the subordinate after the period of six months
at least ?

(c) Whether there have been any instances in the Sind P. W.D
when Executive Engineers have made notes in the personal reglsters
of the subordinates before the prescribed period of six months ¢

(d) If the reply to (c) be in the affirmative why no action has been
taken in the matter ? ,

The Honcurable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN :

(a) Yes.

(b) There is no such rule,

{c) and (d) Do not arise.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: I want to know from the honourable member
whether it is not necessary for the Executive Engineers to express their
opinions in the personal register regarding their subordinates after a trial
of six months ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : It is not necessary.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANTI : I want to know whether on the front page of
the personal register it is written that the officers have to record their
opinion about the work of their subordinates after a trial of six months’
period ; I want to know whether the officer should not record his opnuon
in the personal registers™ '

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : It is not necessary. He
can express his opinion after two or three months.

Suorapur Riots: KEvacuaTioN oF WoMEN AND CHILDREN.

D:. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN (Sholapur District): (1) Will
Government please state what bungalow in the Camp at Sholapur was
set on fire by the mob on May 8th, 1930 ?

{2) Are Government aware that families of Europeans and Anglo-
Indians residing in Sholapur were sent to Poona by special trains on the
8th and 9th May 1930 on account of the riots ?

(3) Is it a fact that the travelling and other expenses of these families
were paid out of the Public Revenues ?

() What is the amount ro paid ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (1) No bungalow in the Camp
at Sholapur was set on fire by the mol on the 8th May 1930.

(2) A number of families of European, Anglo-Indian and Indian
residents of Sholapur wece sent to Poona by speeial train on the evening
of the 8th May.
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(3) and (4) The train fares which amounted to Rs. 4,080-1-0 were
forgone by the G. I P. Railway, while the charges on account of food
amounting to Rs. 2,899-80 were met from the general revenues of
Government.

~ Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : May I know whether the Collector
of Sholapur Mr. Knight has made an_affidavit regarding the setting
fire to a bungalow in the Camp at Sholapur on 8th May ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I am not aware of it.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : Will Government please place that
affidavit of Mr. Knight on the Council table ? -

The Honourable Mr. @. A. THOMAS : I want nc;tice of the question.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The honourable member wants
notice of that question.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : How ﬁany families of Indian residents
were sent to Poona by special train ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : 1 think there were about six,
but I am not sure. I want notice to be able to give these details.

“ SHOLAPUR SAMACHAR.”

Dr, V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN (Sholapur District): (1) Are
Government paying any subsidy to the Sholapur Samachar, a local
newspaper at Sholapur ?

- (2) If 5o, for what purpose ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (1) No.
{(2) Does not arise.

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS,

The Honourable' the PRESIDENT : The Honourable the Leader
of the House wants to make a statement.

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Mr. President, I should
like to make a short statemient in regard to the business of this session.
There was a very keen desire on the part of the non-official members
of this House that Government should intersperse official with non-official
work. In order to meeb their wishes, Government have decided to allot
the first four days for official work and the next two for non-official
business. This process will be followed if the official work is not finished
within the first four days. If the official work is over within the next
four days, then non-official business will continue to be taken up. I
trust that this decision of Government will satisfy honourable members
of this House, .

As regards the Agenda, we will go on-with the Bills as they are in the
Agenda. First, we will proceed with the second reading of the Irrigation
Bill, then with the first reading of Bills Nos. XV and XVI,
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BILL No. III OF 1931 (A BILL FURTHER TO AMEND
THE BOMBAY IRRIGATION ACT, 1879).

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Sir, I beg to present
to this honourable House the Report of the Select Committee on Bill
No. IIIof 1931.* -

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Report of the Select Com-
inittee on. Bill No, III of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay
Irrigation Act, 1879) is presented. ,

Mr. A. N. SURVE (Bombay City, North): Sir, I wish to rise to a
point of order. The point of order I raise is whether the report can
be presented to the House if there is an irregularity of conversion of the
Bill into a new Bill by an amendment in the Select Committee to which
the Bill was referred. At the last session you gave a ruling that the
Bill should not be & fresh Bill on fresh lines. That was as regards the
amendment that was then proposed by the honourable member
Mr. Harrison. In the Select Committee the Bill has undergone still
further changes and new provisions have been introduced which make
the Bill altogether a new Bill. On that point, I wish to draw your
attention, Sir, to May’s Parliamentary Practice, page 439:

#The irregularity of the conversion by amendments of a bill into a new bill, by the
committee to whom the bill was referred, has been considered (p. 376).”

My submission is that the Bill has been converted into an alfogether new
Bill, and that is an irregularity. Now, what is stated at page 376 of -
May, on this point, is as follows :— ‘

“ Doubts have arisen whether the committee, to whom a bill has been referred, can by -
amendment so changé the provisions of the Bill, that when it is reported to the House,
the bill is in substance a bill other than that which was referred to the committee, A
committee can negative every clause of which the bill committed o them is composed,

and can substitute for those clauses new clauses, if relevant to the bill, as read a second
time, and otherwise in order,*

My submission bere is that in the select committes the Bill has been
altered to such an extent as to introduce new matters which are not
relevant to the Bill and which are nof otherwise in order, Then further,
Sir.

* On the other hand, in 1856, the Partnership Amendment Bill having been committed
pro forma, was extensively amended, no amendment being inserted which it was not

clearly competent for the committee to entertain. When objection was taken that it
had become a new bill, the minister in charge of it, while denying the alleged extent of

©

the amendments, consented to withdraw the bill,”
Then, again, refer to page 377, line ¢ 1~

*“ The Speaker while declaring that the proper time for raising such a question was
after the bill had been reported to the house, said that the admission of any one of the
amendments to which his attention had been directed would eo alter the bill as to. make
it & new bill, and that he would advise the house under the circumstances that the bill
should be withdrawn and leave be asked for the introduction of & new bill.”

Now, I raise the point whether the innovations made in the select
committee are relevant to the Bill. That is the first point. The second
point is whether they are in order. Now, Sir, when the Bill was read
for the first time, there was no question of ousting the jurisdiction of the
civil courts. In the committee stage a provision has been introduced
ousting the jurisdiction of the civil court in certain matters. AsI said,

¢ Appendix 1,
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that was never submitted to the House at the time of the first reading
of the Bill. That s a point of principle—whether the jurisdiction of the
court should be ousted or not. We had all along understood that the
jurisdiction of the courts was to be maintained mtact but in the select
committee the jurisdiction of the civil courts has been ousted Therefore,
I say, that the addition of the provision to oust the jurisdiction of courts
is not relevant and alsois not otherwise in order according to what I have
read just now from May. .

" Having finished with what is stated in May’s Parliamentary Practice,
I would now refer to the rulings of the Chair in this House. In Volume V
of the Debates at page 1314 the following ruling has been given :—

“When the Bill passed the first reading, its scope was limited to bucket shops and
recommitting it would not give the select committee power to tamper with the Bill once
it has been read a first time.”

Thus, Sir, you see that the principle of the Bill being fixed at the first
reading, if the select committee exceeds its power and tampers with it
in material particulars, it .will not be admissible according to the
ruling given by the Honourable the President, the late Sir N arayan
Chandavarkar.

Again, to the same eﬁect is the following :—

“The Bill has already passed the first reading, it is confined to bucket shops and does
notaim any blowat betting in general. If Rao Saheb Harilal wanted to extend its
scope, it wonld have been & capital opportunity for him to have done so at the first
reading.”

Therefore, I say that, so far a3 the question of jurisdiction of civil
courts is concerned, the Bill as reported extends the scope which was

fixed in the original Bill at the first reading.

Then again, Sir, in Volume VII, pages 139-40 :—

“ The principle to be borne in mind is this: The Council settles the main principle of
the biil at the first reading ; and you cannot go beyond that principle, but you can limit
the principle in select committee and in the second reading.”

Therefore, my point is this: we can limit the principle which is fixed
at the first reading, but we cannot extend it either in the 'select
committee or in the second reading of the Bill in this House.

I will again qudte from the same Volume, Volume VII, page 140 :—

*“If the Council is of opinion that the principle should be enlarged by bringing in other
voters with other qualifications, that is enlarging the principle and an amendment would
be necessary now. In the absence of any amendment now, this would be foreclosed on
the second reading.” i
To the same effect is another ruling in Volume VI, page 263 :—

“* Where a principle is affirmed at the first reading, it is competent to the select com-
mittee and after the select committee to the House to limit that principle. Only it
cannot extend it because by extending the principle it extends the scope.”

Therefore, my submission is that ‘as the scope of this Bill has been
enlarged in the select committee by introducing the question of ousting
the jurisdiction of the civil courts, the report of the select committee
cannot be placed before this House.

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : May I ask the honourable
member one question ? Does the original Bill placed before the House
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for the first reading contain the section relating to the jurisdiction of the
civil courts 2 Will the honourable member kindly quote the section ?

Mr. A. N. SURVE : There was no such section. The absence of such -
section implies that the court had jurisdiction. Now you exclude, in
specific terms the jurisdiction of the courts. Therefore the principle
of the Bill has been extended. Before this change the matter stood at
this stage, that if any person was injured he had...... :

. The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: Will. the honourable
member kindly refer to section 91 of the Bill that has been placed before
this honourable House ? Clause 3 in section 91 reads: “ No eivil
court shall entertain any suit or-application as regards the proposed
alignment or construction of a water-course.” Was this inserted in
the Select Committee ? My question to the honourable member is
whether there was any clause in the original Bill which gave jurisdiction

to the civil courts in such matters, - :

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: The reply of the honourable
member Mr. Surve to that is that as there was no mention regarding the
jurisdiction of the civil courts, it was presumed that the civil courts
had jurisdiction over any matter pertaining to the alignmen,

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Sir, I will explain
the position. If you look at section 20-A of the original Bill, it reads :—

** Whenever it appears to any Canal-officer that it is expedient to change the source of
water supply of any land, either for the more efficient distribution of water or for the
settlement of any dispute concerning a water course, he shall serve a notice on the holder
or holders of the land, and if he proposes to transfer the source of water supply of the
land to any existing water course, on the owner or owners of such water course also,
calling upon them to state their objections, if any, to the change ; and if no objection is
raised, or any objection is raised and is found by the Canal-officer to be insufficient or
invalid, the Canal-officer may change the source of water supply of the land in such
manner a8 he thinks expedient.” ‘ :
There is no appeal or suit allowed to the civil court. As we proceed,
the only power which is given to the Collector is as regards disputes
about compensation.

Now, if you refer to section 35, to which it was proposed to add
section 35-A, you will find that it reads: S

** Compensation on account of interruption of water supply.—If the supply of water
to any land irrigated from a canal be interrupted otherwise than in the manner described
in clause (d) of section 31, the holder of such land may present a petition for com-
pensation to the Collector for any loss arising from such interruption, and the Collector,

after consulting the Canal-officer, shall award to the petitioner reasonable compensation
for such loss.”

The order under section 20-A referred to two things: it referred to
alignment ; it also referred to any damage which has got to be
compensated to any landholder, in which case the only appeal that was
allowed was to the Colléctor as regards the amount of compensation.
80 the same thing has been made more explicit in the present Bill. Not
only that, but it is more fully explained that if any question of extending
the alignment arises, then all the other appeals which are allowed, namely,
to the Commissioner or Government, under the original Act, will stand.
The scope of the Act has not been extended so as to restrict the
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jurisdiction of the civil courts, but on the contrary, the power which was
exclusively given to the Canal-officer was, according to the wishes of
honourable members, given to the Collector. The Canal-officer was
made of the rank of Executive Engineer and the decision as regards
alignment was vested in the Collector instead of in the Canal-oﬁicer
as in the original Bill without appeal or revision.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: Has the existing Act any
reference to civil courts having jurisdiction at all : )

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : There is a mention of
* Arbitrator ”” but the jurisdiction is limited, and then under section 26
you will find it says *“ whenever a dispute arises between two or more
persons” ete., it shall be referred to the Collector if there is no
arbitration allowed and any order passed by the Collector under this
section will remain in force until set aside by a decree of a civil court.
We have not taken away that power. If you refer to section 26 of the
original Act, you will find it reads :

““ Whenever a dispute arises between two or more persons in regard to their mutual
rights or liabilities in respect of the use, construction or maintenance of a water-course,
or among joint owners of & water-course, as tu their respective shares of the expenses of
constructing or maintaining such water-course. . . ., . . . any person interested
in the matter of such dispute may apply in writing to any Canal-officer duly empowered
to receive such applications, stating the matter in dispute. Such officer shall therenpon-
give notice to the other persons interested that, on a day to be named in such notice, he
will proceed to enquire into the said matter, and if all the persons interested consent, in |
writing, to his being arbitrator, he may pass his order thereon ; failing such consent, he
shall transfer the matter to the Collector, who shall enquire into and pass his order
thereon. Any order passed by the Collector under this section shall remain in force
until set aside by a decree of a Civil Court.”

The power that was given to a civil court under section 26 referred to
a dispute arising between two or more persons in regard to their mutual
rights or liabilities in respect of the use, construction or maintenance of a
water-course or among joint owners of a water-course, as to their
Tespective shares of the expense of constructing or maintaining such
water-course. So, the power as regards the apportionment of the
Liabilities between two zamindars has already been given to a civil
court. As regards the construction of a new Wwater-course and
its alignment, as you know, Sir, under the Bill originally introduced in.
the Council at the first reading, the decision of a Canal-officer was given a
finality. On the contrary, not only we have not restricted the rights of
the zamindars to the Canal-officer’s decision, but have substituted for the
Canal-officer’s decision, the decision of the Collector, and we have merely
made it more explicit that though under the original Bill there was no
suit or appeal allowed in a civil court we have made it more clear that no
suit shall lie as regards the alignment etc. That is the only thing we
have done, we have made it more clear, That is all.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Which clause in the original Bill
lays down that the decision of the Canal-officer shall be final %

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN: Clause 20A, under
which it was the Canal-officer who was to decide and whose decision was
not left open to appeal or revision. It was final and the only thing that

.
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is left open for decision is the amount of damage or compensation to be
paid by the Collector for any loss for which provision is made under
section 35-A. : .
May I also request your attention to section 83, clause 2, of the original
Act? 8o, in the original Bill, the only questions which were open ‘o the
decision of a civil court are sta ed in section 26 in wh'ch you will find
:hat he only questions which were left open to the decision of & ¢ vil
court were as regards alignment or construction. ' My submission to you
and to the honourable House is that the Bill, as it wa presented for the
first reading, gave a finality and. sotosay, gave an arbitrary power to the
canal officer which the honourable members did not want. So, instead
of the canal officer, we substituted the Collector, and in the original
Bill the Collector was given power to award compensation for any loss,
ete. So, we make it more clear, we w'sh to leave no doubt about it, that
as regards the alignment the decision of the Collector is a final one as
there is no such provision n section 26, but as regards all other matters,
the parties have a right to go to a’civil court and they have also a right
under the original Act to prefer an appeal to the Commissioner or to go in
revision to Government over the decision of the Commissioner, and that
power is there and it is not taken away. So, not only no power is taken

away which was not there, but, on the contrary, larger pawers are given.

to officers, which were not there. So, I fail to understand where it hag
become a new Bill. On the contrary, the only two principles which were
discussed at the first reading were these, If you refer to the Council
debates, you will find—and I maintain that there were only two main
principles underlying this Bill-~that one was that there was an intention
to give the power to a canal officer to construct a new canal of his own
accord because that power was in the original Act. In the original Act
the only power which a canal officer possessed was that if any landholder
came to him and said that he wanted a particular canalto be constructed,
then the canal officer looked into the matter, gave motice to the other
persons interested, acquired the necessary land and comstructed the
canal and the costs were recovered from the landholder and the canal was
handed over. But, of his own accord. he had no such power, So, I raid
that the Bill was intended to give & canal officer power to have a new
canal constructed for two purposes, for the more efficient discharge of
water and for settling any dispute, ete. The second principle of the Bill
was that the cost of such canal would be paid by the zamindars who were
benefited. These were the two principles, and I repeatedly asserted
that no amendment could be allowed to go behind these two principles
and that these principles must be accepted at the first reading, and that
with regard to every other matter a free discussion would be allowed in
the select committee and that I did allow,

Syed Miran Mahomed Shah and Mr. A. N, Surve rose—

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : No discussion please.

Mr, A. N. SURVE : On a point of information, Sit. You will see that
section 20-A in the original Bill referred to disputes, whereas section 91,
M0 Hb 424 .
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which has taken the place of section 20-3, refers to alignment of water-
courses, ete. Now, the disputes to which the Honourable the Finance
Member has referred are altogether done away with. On that point we
discussed (whether the Collector would have finality is another matter)
but the only question that was before us was, if there was a dispute
between two neighbours, that question might be settled by the Collector.
Now the question is one of alignment and the Collector has been given
the power, but........

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What is the point of informa-
tion ¢

. Mr. A. N. SURVE: The point of information is only this, will the
Honourable the Finance Member please show me where in the original
Bill the Collector was given the final power to determine a questlon
about alignment ?

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : I never said that
the Collector was given that power.” On the contrary 1 said that the
power was given to a canal officer, and honourable members said “ No,
we will not be satisfied with the decision of the canal officer, we want the
decision of the Collector.” 1Isaid, “ All right, I shall put the name of
the Collector instead of the name of the canal officer and let the Collector
decide.”

Mr. A.N.SURVE : That is about disputes about water.

‘The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAQ PRADHAN: I beg my
honourable friend’s pardon.- Clause 20-A reads :—

* Whenever it appears o any canal officer that it is expedient to change the source
of water supply of any land, either for the more efficient distribution of water o for the
settlement of any dispute concerning 8 water-course, he shall do...... such and such
a thing.

And then the canal officer may change the source of the water supply

“ of the land in such nanner as he thmls expedient. That is, he makes an
alignment, he orders a new canal or he orders a reaahgnment and that
power was concentrated in the canal officer. The members of the select
committee thought that that was an arbitrary power which was given
1o & canal officer and that they would not be satisfied with the decision
of the canal officer. They said they would have the decision of the
Collector. 1 said, * All right, you may have the decision of the
Collector.”

Mr. A. N. SURVE : Clause 20-A only states “ whenever it appears to
any canal officer that it is expedient to change the source of water supply
of any land, either for the more efficient distribution of water.” That
is the point in the original Bill. As amended, the point refers to this:
“No civil court shall entertain' any suit or apphcatlon as regards the
proposed alignment or construction of a water-course.” There it is for
better distribution of water. - Here it is for the construction or
alignment. That is an important point.

~ Syed Miran Mahomed Shah rose—
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The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I do not think I should allow’
further discussion. The point raised is clear enough. The Honourable
Member has pointed out and quoted authorities to show what the general
principles are. Those were the right principles on the question of a Bill
_going to a select committee. KEveryone here knows that the select
-committee is not authorised to alter the scope of a Bill in its considera-
tion of the Bill. The pertinent question to be asked to the honourable
member who raises the point of order, therefore, is, in what respect has
the select committee deviated from the principles of the Bill? He points
-out only one instance, namely, that the authority or the jurisdiction of
the civil court is barred by the introduction of a certain clause. For
that we have got to go to the original Bill and find out whether the civil
-court jurisdiction was preserved in the original Bill and barred in the Bill
as amended in the select committee. We find that the facts are these.
Nowhere in the original Bill was any specific mention made either to
preserve ot to bar the jurisdiction of the civil court in any of the matters
-connected with the aims and objects of the Bill, on the question of align-
ment and construction of water-courses. Therefore, the honourable
member jumps to the conclusion that the presumption should be that
‘the civil court had jurisdiction in matters which arose out of matters
-connected with the Bill. But I do not think that isso. The Honourable
the Mover has pointed out rightly and clearly that under the original
Bill none had any jurisdiction except the canal officer whose decision was
appealable to the Collector, and the Collector’s decision was proposed
to be made conclusive. Before the Bill was referred to the select
committee, it was agreed here in the House during discussion that except
for the principles which were discussed and agreed upon at the first
reading, other matters should be taken as matters of detail and should
be settled in the select committee, The honourable member is perfectly
right that the select committee, as 8 matter of general principle, has no
authority to change the scope of the Bill, All that the select committee
has done in this case is to lay down that the decisions of the canal officer
shall not be final, but shall be open to appesl and consideration first
by the Collector and then, on that, by the Commissioner. And the
expediency of the case perhaps required, as it appears to me, that the
jurisdiction of the civil court should be specifically barred ; for, other-
wise 10 scheme could be given effect to or take any practical shape for
years, Therefore, whether the select committee was right in introducing
that particular clause or not would be for this House to decide on the -
second reading. But, in principle, the select committee has not gone
beyond its powers. It has not altered the principles of the Bill or
extended its scope. I, therefore, think that the point of order raised by
the honourable member deserved all consideration, but does not hold.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District): Sir,

I have another point of order to raise. I think my honourable friend

Mr. Surve omitted to refer to the really pertinent clause, whith he ought

to have brought to your notice, which would show that the scope of the

Bill had really been extended. The select committee has omitted clause

‘6 of the original Bill, which contained new section 35-A. My submission
M0 Hb 42—4a
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is that accdrding to the new section 33-A, it was open to a person aggrieved
by an order of a canal officer to present a petition for compensation to
the Collector for any loss arising from such order. That section has
been bodily eliminated from the amended Bill that has been presented
by the select committee, the effect of which has been that the scope of
the original Bill has been extended by depriving the people affected by
the provisions of this Bill of the right of claiming compensation if they
are affected by the order of the canal officer. This means. Sir, a real
extension of the scope of the Bill.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN: Sir, I think the
point is made absolutely clear in the select committee’s report.
Referring to the proposed new section 92 (6), the report says:

““ This sub-section takes the place of section 35-A which was proposed to be inserted
by clause 6 of the original Bill. ~In view of the fact that all lands in the Barrage area will

. receive water and the fact that a provision has been made in sub-section (4) of this
section for the more equitable apportionment of the cost of constructing the water-
courses, we do not contemplate that any questions for the payment of compensation
would arise.” )

We have given reasons for making the change. We have not taken
away the proposed new section 35-A, but it has been put in another
place and made clearer, and we have given the reasons for it. If my
honourable friend will please read it, he will find the reply to his
objection. I am referring to the reasons as to why original clause 6

was ‘deleted, and where it now appears.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Where does it appear in the
new Bill .

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN: In the Bill as
amended it appears as new section 92, sub-section (6), and we have
given the reasons for the change. We have stated :

“ This sub-gection takes the place of section 35-A which was proposed to be inserted
by clause 6 of the original Bill. 'In view of the fact that all lands in the Barrage area will
receive water and the fact that & provision has been made in sub-section (4) of this
section for the more equitable apportionment of the cost of constructing water-courses,
we do mnot contemplate that any questions for the payment of compensation
would arise,”

‘We have made it more comprehensive: We have said that all that
arises out of this should be pooled together and all the apportionment
should be made by the Collector, the Commissioner, or the Government,
or for the matter of that by the civil court. For the canal officer we
have now substituted the Collector, and the original decision becomes
the decision of the Collector. That is as regards the apportionment of
the cost of construction of a water-course. If my honourable friend
teads the report of the select committee, he will find that everything is
clear there.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: I have properly read and
digested the report, Sir. I shall point out that the explanation given is
not a satisfactory explanation. We raised the point in the select com-
mittee that apportionment of the cost of construction would not be
enough compensation. Even after the cost of construction and its
apportionment is decided, there is still the question of loss accruing
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owing to the change of the source of water. By a change of the source -
of a water course my cultivation may be reduced by 50 per cent. and the
select committee has eliminated from the Bill the provision which enabled
e to claim compensation in a civil court in regard to this matter.
This is quite a different thing from the cost of construction to which my
honourable friend is referring in sub-section (4) of new section 92.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Sir, section 31 of
the Irrigation Act says:

“* Compensation may be awarded in respect of any subfst&ntial damage caused by‘ the
«exercise of any of the powers conferred by this Act, which is capable of being ascertained
and estimated at the time of awarding such compensation : Provided . . . . . .

Then, under section 35-A the decision inter partes was left to the Collector
as regards compensation. They substituted the Collector for the canal
officer as the person concerned. Under section 67 of the Act every order
passed by a canal officer is appealable to the Collector.” Then there is
the provision for supervision and control. We made it perfectly clear
that they may appeal to the Commissioner, they may appeal to the
Government, and if they are not satisfied with that, they may go to
the civil court. Sub-section (6) of proposed new section 92 says :

“ Any person aggrieved by an order of a canal officer under sub-section (4) as to the
apportionment of the cost of construction of a water-course may present a petition to the
Collector requesting him to revise that order, and the Collector after such inquiry as he
thinks necessary and after giving the persons eoncerned a reasonable opportunity of ,
being heard may pass such orders as he thinks fit. The orders passed by the Collector
shall, subject to revision by the Commissioner, be final and conclusive,” o
Sub-section (4) of new section 92 deals with the method of caleulation of
the cost of constructing water-courses. So, thereis a general provision
in the Act, which is not deleted ; I referred to section 31.

- I will make the position clear. Section 35-A became necessary
because under original section 20-A it was the decision of the canal.
officer.  As it was the decision of the canal officer, and a party was likely .
to suffer damage, and compensation had to be awarded, it was proposed
to refer the matter to the decision of the Collector under 35-A. But
when the original decision is the decision of the Collector, then section’
35-A became redundant, and section 31 of the main Act came. into
operation, So, the question of compensation is dealt with in section 31
of the Act, which says “ Compensation may be awarded in respect
of any substantial damage caused by the exercise of any of the powers
conferred by this Act,” excepting those which are excluded. Every
-compensation which is awardable for any act done or for the exercise
of any powers under this Act, barring those for which compensation is
excluded, is open to the decision of a civil court. So, we did not think
that section 35-A was necessary, and we have given our reasons for it
in the report of the select committee as to why we have deleted section
35-A and what is substituted for it.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: I think the reply given and
the explanation tendered so fully give me the impression that there
is 1o point of order there at all. I do not know what point of
order 1 have to meet. I do not think the scope of the Bill has
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beev tampered with or in any way affected. As a matter of fact..
1 personally think, as I said at the last session when the Bill was read
the first time, that the Bill was brought forward in & form which—it
was  soon after considered—required modification. The form is
different, the Bill is the same. Itisa case of a new bottle and the old
wine. Ido not think the point of order arises at all.

Rao Babadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University): On a point of
information. A note has been appended to the report of the select
committee saying that there is a minute of dissent by my honourable
friend on my right (Mr. A, N, Surve), and that it will be published when
received. Iasked my honourable friend, and he says he has just handed
it in. If it is s0, we want to have it.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order. I am glad the
honourable member has given me an opportunity to bring to the notice
of honourable members here the necessity of = certain procedure to be-
followed after a select committee has finished its labours. The law on
the subject is this. After a select committee has finished its- labours.
the dissenting members of that committee are entitled to submit their
dissenting minutes only after signing the report. In this case certain
members did not sign the report but sent in their dissenting minutes..
The honourable member Mr. Surve signed the report “and said
that hé would submit his dissenting minute later on and he did so. There:
are also rulipgs of Presidents which lay down that a member should
not divulge the procedure adopted in the select committee or make any
personal referénces. It is a wholesome principle that the House should
not be informed as to what took place in the select committee. What
took place in the select committee isnot to be brought before the House
except under very extreme circumstances. The dissenting mivutes-
were sent, not ope but two or three, with long details of the procedure:
that was followed in the select committee. It was my painful duty to-
- draw their attention to the Standmg Order. Itis Standing Order VIII,.
" 7, which says:

“The select committee to which a Bill has been referred shalk
make a report thereon within two months from the date of the
reference, unless the Council orders the report to be made sooner-
or grants an extension of the period : the report shall be signed by
the members of the committee or by a majority of them.

(3) If any mexber of a select committee desires to record a minute-
of ‘dissent on any point, he shall sign the majority report, stating'
that he does so subject to his minute of dissent, and shall at the same-
time hand in his minute.”

That minute should be limited to the discussion of the merits and the
points on which he differs. There was a minute of dissent by another
honourable member who properly discussed certain points and gave his
reasons for his difference of opinion. But these discenting minutes were
not in proper form and, therefore, they had to be sent  back giving a
chance to those honourable members to alter them and make them
acceptable. The honourable member to whom the honourable member
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from Satara referred fell under that eategory, and he was asked to
submit his minute after eliminating the portions which were objection-
able. It has been received now with the corrections and will be pub-
lished to-morrow. :

Mr. SHATKH ABDUL MAJID : This is a measure which affects not
only the present generation but the future generation also. Further,
some of the honourable members from Sind who are deeply interested
in this measure have not yet arrived. In view of this, may I request
you to postpone the consideration...... :

The Honowable the PRESIDENT: The honourable member has
stood up before his time. There is no motion before the House to
proceed with the Bill. *

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : I move that the-
Bill be read a second time. In making this motiow I want to bring to
this honourable House certain points which have been adopted by the
select committee in order to meet the wishes of the honourable members
of this House expressed at the first reading of the Bill.

The Honoursble the PRESIDENT : Order, order. The Honourable
Member has not asked the Chair to waive the objection which stands
against his motion under Standing Order VIII, 8 (2) (a). ‘

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : The Bill was pub-
lished on the 4th and to-day it is 15 clear days. But technically the
report was despatched only on the 5th and so it becomes due
to-morrow. No objection was raised by any honourable member not
to exclude that one day. It was a question of one day. The rule says
that 15 clear days must elapse from the date of despatch. It was
despatched on the 5th. But as no objection was raised......

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The time for the objection is
at the second reading, not when the select committee report is presented.
It is clearly the bounden duty of the Honourable Member who moves
the second reading in this particular instance to ask the permission of the
Chair as to whether he has permission to move the second reading of
the Bill. The interpretation of the law, as he seems to understand it,
is not correct. The Honourable Member stated that the Bill would be
ripe to-morrow. The question is whether it is ripe for this session at
all. Ifitis not ripe to-day, it will not be ripe any day during this session.
I will read the law on the subject : Standing Order VIII, 8 (2) (a)
5ays i

“(a) that the Bill as reported by the select committee be read a
second time either at once or on some future date to be then stated ;
provided that no such motion shall be made unless copies of the report,
of minutes of dissent and of the Bill, if amended, have been despatched
to each member 15 clear days before the date appointed for the ’
session of the Couneil,.,... " '

15 clear days before the 20th. Unless the report is despatched 15 clear
days before the date appointed for the session of the Council, the Bill
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capinot be brought up in that session. It is not correct to say that the
Bill will be ripe to-morrow. Iknow, on the other hand, on the grounds
of equity this House has allowed such motions to be made if honourable
members have had sufficient time to study the Bill. So, the position
taken by the Honourable Member is distinctly wrong. If the Honourable
Member would ask me to waive the objection, I would do so in his
favour.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAQ PRADHAN : I have no objection
to take up the Bill to-morrow. - Of course, there must be 15 clear days
before the Council session, Because there was not much business,
I thought I could save the time of the House by proceeding with the Bill.
T have no objection to take up this Bill to-morrow. There are two
.small Bills which can be taken up now,

Rao Bahadur R.'R. KALE : If any other Bill is taken up honourable
members may say that they have not read it and so they are not ready
to proceed with it,

_ The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I want to save the time of the
House, Is the honourable member Mr, Abdul Majid sure that the
leader of the party from Sind is expected to-morrow ¢

- Mr. SHATIKH ABDUL MAJID : I am not sure, Sir.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Not only the leader but other
members are expected to-morrow.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I want to know whether the Sind
members who are interested in this Bill will be here to-morrow. Other-
wise there is no object in postponing this Bill. If no assurance is given
to me that some more Sind members will be coming to-morrow, I will
allow the Honourable Member to proceed with the Bill,

" Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Apart from the consideration that
certain members are éxpected to-morrow, at present about 8 members
from Sind are absent, many of them are positively expected to-morrow
to be present. Another consideration is the minutes of dissent by
members who were on the select committee. These minutes of dissent
have not been published. They must be published and circulated
among the Council members at least before the Bill is taken in hand for
consideration. * I have, Sir, addressed one letter to you on the subject
to-day.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Yes, that is the letter I have got
_in hand.

Khan Bahadur M. A, KHUH:RO We received the letter signed by
the Secretary stating the objections only to-day. We know that there
have been oceasions in the past when disclosure to a certain extent of
what happened in the select committee has been permitted in a dissenting
minute.
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The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I would like honourable members
to abide by the Standing Orders strictly. AsI said, the Standing Order
lays down that honourable members must first of all sign the report.
The honourable member Khan Bahadur Khuhro had not done so. -He
has signed it to-day. The honourable members from Sind did not sign
it in time. In fact the matter was delayed too long. An urgent wire
had to be sent, which, unfortunately, was not received by the honourable
members before they left. They made it very difficult for the Council
Office. All this difficulty arose because they did not bear in mind the
Standing Order on the point. Then there is the second thing, to which
1 wish to draw particular attention, and that is that the dissenting minute
should not be, if I may say so, a harangue on the proceedings of the select
<committee, bringing out grievances against the select committee. Such
minutes cannot be allowed. ~ Even to-day, at this stage, the honourable
members who have signed the select committee report, are not ready to
correct their minutes. Their dissenting minutes cannot be accepted.

An instance has been pointed out by the honourable member (Khan.
Bahadur Khuhro). Reference has been made, he points out, in a dissent-
ing minute to what happened in a select committee—the instance of
Mr. Swaminarayan. I had seen that before I sent the wire. There is a
difference between the statement of Mr. Swaminarayan and the state-
ments of honourable members in their dissenting minutes. - Mr. Swami-
narayan simply alluded to a fact that certain amendments would not
have been carried in the select committee had it not been for the casting .
vote of the Chairman. He says:

* The discussions in the select committee were conducted in a great burry and in many
-cases popular amendments were thrown out only by the casting vote of the Chairman.”

That was an argument made by Mr. Swaminarayan against a particular
clause—that the clause should not be taken as if the whole of the select
committee had passed it. But here personal grievances have been made,
things which I could not allow to go to the press at all. I, therefore, do
not think the minutes of dissent could have been allowed in the form in
which they were submitted.

Khan Bahadur M. A, KHUHRO : With due respeet, Sir, I will submlt
that there were other difficulties also. Although the letter forwarding the
report is dated the 29th June, it was received by the Sind members only
on the 6th July, and we submitted our minute of dissent on the 8th.
The objection was not received till the 16th of July. Therefore, we had
no time to correct. Besides, so far as I remember, no pegsonal attacks
have been made.. We have only disclosed the fact, as was done by
Mr, Swaminarayan, that certain amendments were dlsallowed by the
Honourable the Chairman.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What does the honoumble
member wish me to do ?

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : If we are pointed out any personal
remarks, we shall correct them. We have already signed the report.
Some time may be given so that our corrected minutes of dissent may be
printed and circulated to honourable members of the House. At least
two days ought to be allowed. . :
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The Honours‘zble the PRESIDENT : I wonder whether it would be
practicable at all,

. SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Sir, there is no limitation at
all about the time within which the minute of dissent should be sent in.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The time-limit is understood by
all members of the House. The select committee’s report has to be
submitted to the Council and the Bill has to be proceeded with when
the Council meets. The report of the committee has to be signed by the
members as soon a8 it is received ; they should sign it and send in their
dissenting minutes, if any. However, that cannot be belped. Hcnour-
able members who wish to correct their dissenting minutes may do so
during the course of the day, and the dissenting minutes will be published
as early as possible. But the Bill will not wait for that.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : I think there is a time-limit : Standing
Order VIIL, 7 (3) :

“If any Member of a Select Committee desires to record a minute of dissent on any

point, be shall sign the majority report, stating that he does so subject to his minute of
dissent, and shall at the same time hand in his minute.”

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Now, we may préceed with the
Bill : -
_ Mr. A, N. SURVE : Sir, shall I rise to a personal explanation ?

. The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I would not allow it. In fact
that personal explanation might give an opportunity to give out what
_cannot be permitted in the reinute of dissent.
. SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Sir, you will kindly show us
the concession that you said you would do to us a few minutesago.
Certain honourable members are arriving to-morrow positively.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: I would, certainly; but no
assurance has been given that they are coming. The honourable
member from Larkana said that some were expected to-morrow and
some later—some possibly at the fag end of the session.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Sir, I made a clear request that the
Bill might be taken up day after to-morrow, because the minutes of
dissent have to be circulated. -

. SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Syed Muhammad Kamil Shah
and Mr. Bhurgri have sent a message that they are arriving to-morrow.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Syed Muhammad Kamil Shah
is here ; T am informed he called on me to-day.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Mr. Bhurgri is arriving to~
morrow. At least this concession we expect from the Chair.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The honourable members must
remember that I myself suggested that the Bill might be taken up
to-morrow if there was a possibility of the absent members from Sind
coming here to-morrow. .

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : There is a possibility and like-
lihood also, but we cannot swear that they will arrive here to-morrow.
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The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Honourable the Mover agrees
that it may be taken up to-morrow, and we proceed to the next business,
- Bill No. XV of 1931.

Rao Bahadur B. R. KALE Sir, as to that we have some dlﬂicult
We were not prepared for the other Bills. We expected that this BI].]-
would go on for at least two days. We have no objection to the Irrigation
Bill bemty postponed, but we cannot go on with the other busmes:,.

Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE : Let us not waste a day.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order Bill No. XV of
1931.

BILL No. XV OF 1931 (A BILL FURTHER TO AMEND THE
BOMBAY LOCAL BOARDS ACT, 1923).

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: Sir,
I introduce Bill No. XV of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombay
Local Boards Act, 1923).*

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Bill No. XV of 1931 is introduced.

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM -JEHANGIR VAKIL: Sir,
First reading. I move that Bill No. XV of 1931 (A Bill further to
amend the Bombay Local Boards Act, 1923) be read a first time. This
1s a Bill, Sir, which merely contemplates to effect only three very minor
amendments in the Local Boards Act which experience of the administra-
tion of the Act has shown to be most desirable. At this stage I do not
propose to enter into the details of the Bill, but wish merely to say that
the clause No. 2 aims at permitting police patils who receive remunera-
tion from the local boards as ex-officio cattle pound-keepers, to stand for
election as members of local boards. Clause 3 refers to pubhc ferries.
The existing clause (d) of section 75 of the Local Boards Act is, to a
certain extent inconsistent with section 2-A of the Bombay Ferries Act.
The latter Act provides for vesting public ferries in any local body, that
is, either local boards or municipalities, whereas section 75 is not very
clear on the point. If it is allowed to remain, it can claim at any time
the income of the ferries vested in the municipality and, therefore, a very
mmor amendment is necessary, namely, the substitution of the word
* a municipality ” for the words “ the distriet local board.”

Section 93 (3) of the Local Boards Act is now redundant in view of
section 10 (4) of the Bombay Local Fund Audit Act which was passed
into law last year. The procedure laid down in the Local Fund Audit
Act for publication of the audit notes has been improved. According to
the Act, the report of the audit note iy published in the Government
Gazette. As we are all aware, the circle of readers of the Government
Gazeite i3 very limited. Government therefore thought that for the sake
of people interested in the advancement of self-governing institutions a
wider publicity should be given to the report of the audit. Another point
is that in the Government Gazette only the report of the audit was published

and not the explanation given by the various local boards. The new .
provision .. .,....

¢ Appendix 2.
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Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE: May I interrupt for a minute, Sir?
Among the publications placed on our tables, there is no Local Boards
Act.  We are rather handicapped.

(A copy of the Local Boards Act was handed over to the honourable
member by the Secretary.)

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: It is but
fair that the Jocal boards gught to be given an opportunity to have their
explanations also published and that has been done by the Audit Act.
So I think that is a distinct improvement. I therefore hope that all
these three minor amendments will be allowed without any very long
debate. At present I do not intend to, enter into arguments, but if
at a later stage any explanation is necessary, I shall be very glad to do so.

Question proposed.

Mr. A. N. SURVE (Bombay City, North) : Sir, I beg to oppose the
first reading of this Bill. The trend of public opinion and legislation
which follows it, is that local bodies should be as independent as it is
possible to- make them, and with that idea when the Local Boards
Act was under revision, the nominated members were reduced to a very
bare minimum. What is the status of the police patil ? A police patil
is a Government servant. Again, he is a servant carrying a very low
salary. Some of the police patils get hardly Rs. 15 per year. It is
proposed that men of this standing should be brought into the local
bodies while it is the desire of every one of us that those bodies should
be as independent of official control as possible. It is for this reason a
very undesirable innovation which it is proposed to introduce.

The second point is that there are many independent persons who are

willing to offer themselves for election. When we have independent
persons available, to set up rivals to them in the form of Government
servants would be to try to exclude independent members from the local
bodies. For that reason also the introduction of police patils into the
local boards is very unwholesome.
* My third objection to the principle of this Bill is that the police patils
are supposed to be whole-time Government servants. According to the
terms of his service the police patil isTequired to give uninterrupted
service for 24 hours in a day. Now for instance if a police patil living
15 miles away from a taluka town is called upon to attend the taluka
local board meeting, what will happen so far as his daty which he owes
1o Government as a Government servant is concerned 7 Will it not be
affected and the public left unprotected during his absence ? Therefore
I think that this proposal, though tempting at first sight, is on the who'e
a very bad innovation ; and we must be very cautious when we give
our consent to it.

! Another point is that the country is at present in a state of transition.
It is emerging from the state of dependence to the state of indepen-
dence. It may be that some people want absolute independence,

" but what the measure of that independence will be only time can decide.
" Under these circumstances, if we are sending these police patils who are
Government servants and to that extent under Government influence
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to the local boards, I am afraid that local self-government will be
shackled and the ambitions of the people to have free local self-govern-
ment will be unnecessarily checked,

I therefore humbly submit that the innovation proposed to be
introduced by the Bill is unwholesome and hope that the House will
not consent to see Government nominees being brought in by backdoor
methods when better men with superior qualifications and carrying
more salary who were brought into the boards in the persons of magis-
trates and other Government servants under the old -Act by nomination”
are eliminated from it for fostering the growth of local self-government
on independent lines and without tutelage. If better qualified Govern-
ment servants are excluded by the Act, it is hardly sound to introduce’
inferior Government servants with lesser educational and other quali-
fications and who are more susceptible to Government influence into
the taluka boards which this Bill proposes to accomplish. I oppose the
first reading of the Bill.

Khan Bahadur ABDUL LATIF HAJI HAJRAT KHAN (Poona and
Sholapur Cities) : Sir, the police patels are the ex-officio cattle pound-
keepers. Recently these pounds have been transferred to local bodies.
Thus the police patels become stipendiary servants of the boards and
as such they become disqualified to be members of the local boards
under section 9 (2) (e) of the Local Boards Act. - S

By the proposed amendment Government want to make the police
patels qualified to be members of the board. Itis not proper for a
servant of the board to be a member of the board. Nowhere either in
the municipalities or local boards is a servant allowed to have any voice
in the deliberations of the bodies. The amendment, if passed, will
strike at the root of all constitutional government.

If the Government are so anxious to utilize the services of the police
patels in rural areas, they can allow them to continue their member-
ship after asking them to resign their duties as pound-keepers. Thus the
disqualification would not come in the way of their remaining in the post
of police patels and being members of the boards. But under no -
cireumstances would it be desirable to allow them to be members of the
boards and at the same time to continue as pound-keepers. This is,
as I have already said, against the sound principle that no servant of
the board should be a member of the said board.

1 therefore oppose the amendment.

Rao Bahadur B. R. NAIK (Surat District) : Mr, President, I rise to
support the first reading of the Bill. T believe there is some misappre- -
hension in the minds of the honourable members of this House. It is
not that the police patels cannot become members of local boards. They
can become members of the district and taluka local boards. After the -
transfer of cattle pounds to local boards, police patels who are, by virtue
of the Cattle Pound Act, ex-officio pound-keepers, become servants of the
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local boards, have to resign their pound-keepership if they want to be
members. As the honourable member Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif
pointed out, it is open to the police patels who become members of the
board to resign their pound-keepership. I quite agree with him that
they can do so. But honourable members have not given sufficient
consideration to the question- of the revenue of the local boards. As
soon as you take away this duty of pound-keepership from the police
patels, the revenue of the local board is sure to fall. 'The board cannot
get an efficient man to act as pound-keeper for a small remuneration.
The police patel, being an official, can carry out the duties more effi-
ciently than an outsider. The police patel as a Government servant
-has other duties to perform and therefore isin a better position to per-
form this duty also. In my own district I have found that when police
patels are elected as members of the board, they have to resign their
pound-keepership and local boards have to appoint non-official villagers
a8 pound-keepers. The result will be that there will be a considerable
decrease in the income from cattle pounds. Therefore, the principle
of the Bill brought forward by Government is very desirable. I do not
know whether the opinions of the local boards have been invited, but
some of the local boards have, I believe, approached Government with
the suggestion that this change should be brought about. With these
words I support the first reading of the Bill.

Sardar BHASAHEB- RAISINHJI (THAKOR or KERWADA)
{Gujarat Sardars and Inamdars) : Sir, I want to say a few words on this
Bill. 1So far as Gujarat is concerned, the police patels who hold the posts
of cattle pound-keepers have proved very efficient and it has not acted
adversely. In my opinion, if you remove them from the posts, there will
be a loss of revenue to the local boards. Under the existing law, when a
police patel is elected as a member of the board, he should resign his post

"as cattle pound-keeper. I think it is advisable to rectify this illegality
in the interests of the local boards themselves. With these words
. T support the first reading .of $his Bill. '

Mr. P. R. CHIKODI (Belgaum District) : Sir, I rise to support the
Bill. In the first place, the police patels, although they may be pound-

* keepers, stand exactly in the same position as the kulkarnis or revenue
patels who receive certain remuneration for collecting the revenue of
the local boards. When those other officers are allowed to become mem-
bers of the boards, I do net see why these police patels, because they are
pound-keepers, should be deprived of their right to become members
of the boards as well. It is not correct to say that these are whole-
time servants of the boards. They are not, nor are they the whole-time
servants of Government themselves, They represent the public,
Government have admitted that these patels are the representatives of
the public. They are, as it were, rendering aid to local boards. In the
opinion of the Legal Remembrancer, their rights to stand as candidates

" or to become members of the boards have been taken away. But if is
not the final word. I think Government, ought to have first consulted
the local boards concerned and also the police patels themselves.



20 Jury 1931] Local Boards Act Amendment Bill 63
[Mr. P. R. Chikodi] . ‘

Unfortunately, that has not been done, and I am convinced that if the
Bill, which is of a contentious nature, hdd been sent for opinion, it
would have. received a very strong support. It is of a contentious
nature as has been evidenced now, and the best thing would be to send
it for opinion to the local boards concerned and also to publish it for
eliciting public opinion. Then it will be clear that this Bill will have
the support of the bodies and people who are concerned. That is
why I support the first reading of the Bill. ‘

Rao Saheb B. G. DESAI (Kaira District) : Sir, I rise to support the
first reading of this Bill. Under the Local Boards Act of 1923, every
person who pays a certain amount of land revenue and local cess is
entitled to vote and every voter is ordinarily entitled to contest the
election as a candidate. That is the ordinary franchise given to all
cess-payers. Police patels in almost every village are cess-payers, and
if the amendment is not accepted, the police patels will be deprived of a
valuable personal privilege which is extended to all' the other voters.
Besides, police patels, by virtue of their position and connections, do
possess a close knowledge of, and acquaintance with, local circumstances
which have been in the past and are likely to be also in future useful to
the local boards if they continue to be allowed to become members of
these local bodies. Under the Local Boards Act of 1923, the manage-
ment of cattle pounds came to be transferred to local boards and these
police patels who were also ex-officio pound-keepers prior to 1923
continued to act as such. But for that reason they cannot be
regarded as full-timed regular salaried servants of local boards which as
a matter of fact they are not. Besides when the police patels are not
debarred or disabled from contesting council elections even though they
continue to act as police patels and receive remuneration, far less can
they be debarred from contesting the elections on comparatively smaller
and Jess significant bodies like the local boards for the mere reason that
they continue to act as cattle pound-keepers and receive a little
remuneration. In spite of these facts, the police patels are sought to be
prevented from contesting the Jocal board elections and it is to remove
this disability that the present amendment of the Local Boards
Act is proposed. I therefore support the amendment proposed by the
Honourable the Minister of Local Self-Government and I commend it
to the Council for acceptance. '

Mr. J. G. MORE (Sholapur District) : Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill.
I have had some experience of taluka local boards’ administration for
the last six years and I can positively say th#t the mischief that this Bill
intends to make is to extend the indirect control which Government have
over local boards. Under the present Act, officiating patels and
kulkarnis are allowed to stand for election and to get elected. What
happens in the boards is a matter worth placing before this honourable
House. When these members come into the board and when there are
ex-officio nominated mernbers like the mamlatdar of the taluka or in a
district place the sub-divisional magistrate, the magistrate or
mamlatdar exercises a control over the officiating patels and kulkarnis
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whose discretion is, therefore, not independent and not sound. And
they have to vote in favour of Government servants who might be
there. So, this pernicious principle which is in the Act is now being
extended by the present amendment. When a police patel receives
remuneration {rom a local board, he in a way becomes its servant, and if
be is its servant, then he cannot become a member of that very board of
which he is a paid servant. Suppose when such a patel who is paid by a
board is allowed to become its member, a matter crops up in the board
regarding the fabrication of accounts of the cattle pound with which he
himself is connected as a keeper of that pound, then it is natural that he
should try to exercise all the influence that he possesses over the board
and to get a decision favourable to himself. So, the principle underlying
this Bill is the extension of the principle of indirect control of Govern-
ment oIrer these local bodies. Therefore, I oppose the first reading of
the Bill. ‘

Mr. V. A. SURVE (Ratnagiri District) (Addressed the House in
Marathi) : Sir, T oppose the first reading of this bill, the object of which
is to enable police patels who are cattle pound-keepers to get them-
selves elected to local boards. I fail to see this extraordinary
solicitude on the part of Government for these police patels when
Government do not care to show half that solicitude for poor illiterate
agriculturists who may have lost their right of vote as the result of
mistakes committed by officers who prepare the voting lists for the
Legislative Council and Assembly by mere alterations in names of voters.
The police patels get Rs. 25 or Rs. 50 or Rs. 100 per year as remunera-
tion for their work. Sometimes they get about eight annas per month
for their salary. So Government get the work done by these servants
* practically free of charge and these servants have to do all sorts of odd
jobs for the Government throughout the year.

T am utterly at a loss to know why Government should come forward
" to ask this honourable House to pass legislation of this kind when they
" do not show the least anxiety to protect the rights of poor agriculturists
who lose the right of vote through the mistakes committed by persons
who have to prepare the electoral roll™

T urge this honourable House to reject the first reading of this Bill.

(After recess.)

‘ NEW MEMBER SWORN.
- Mr. H. L. Newman made the:prescribed oath of allegiance to His
Majesty the King-Emperor and took his seat in the Council.
(Discussion on Loca.l. Boards Bill resumed.)

" Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE (Ahmednagar District): Sir, I rise
to oppose the motion, I do not wish to repeat arguments, but may
1 ask the Honourable Minister or, for the matter of that, the Secretary in
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charge of the Department how many police patils up to the: present
have been occupying places on the taluka local boards and district local
boards ¢ Is it that as a class the police patils have been excluded from
these bodies ¢ I do not think so. I do believe, with a certain amount
of inner knowledge, and I must say that on every district local board or,
for the matter of that, on every taluka local board you will find not; less
than 8 or 9 members who are represented by the class of police patils.
Then again, what does the legal interpretation of the Remembrancer of
Legal Affairs mean ?  What he has said is this. He asks them to make
a small sacrifice. As police patels they are not excluded from becoming
members of these local bodies. He says that if they want to qualify .
themselves for a seat either on the taluka local boards or on the district -
Tocal boards they should give up the small commission which they get,
which is 25 per cent. of the total receipts from cattle pounds. Under
these circumstances, may I ask where is the rhyme or reason for this
amendment ! If it were that they were excluded as a class, that would
have been another matter. If it were that they were not represented
to the extent to which they are entitled, that might also be another
story. If it is just to satisfy the whims of some people who feel that
these police patils ought to be there though they are not prepared to
give up the little commission which they get, then I should think there -
is no case made out for the Bill. As regards this commission, I would
say that the total amount which we get from the pounds varies from
district o district. I may very well put it down at Rs. 10,000 to .
Rs. 15,000 a year. One-fourth of that will represent a sum between
Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 3,000. Every police patil's remuneration—I refer
to those who are in charge of these cattle pounds—would come to a very
few rupees, may be Rs. 20 or Rs. 15. Therefore, all that is required is
to ask them to be public-spirited enough, if they want to sit on these
boards, to give up this little commission. If they are not prepared to
do that, what service, honorary or otherwise, intelligent or intellectual,
can we expect of such men who are not prepared to make such a small
sacrifice ? Under these circumstances, I feel it my duty to oppose the

Bill. x

Rao Saheb P. D. KULKARNI (Poona District) : Slr, in this Bill, in
all, three amendments are proposed, one relating to police patils and two
others are about matter which is not controversial, all of which are for
the repeal of a certain section in the Act. I oppose the amendment of
the section 9 (2) which would allow a police patil, who is a pound-keeper,
in his capacity as a pound-keeper to be a member of & local board,
I oppose this amendment as a matter of principle. Only a man who is
disinterested should be entitled to sit as a member of a local board, to do
justice in the cases of the pound-keepers, Because the pound-keepers
are subordinate gervants to the district and taluka local boards. There
are so many cases of misappropriations and defalcations against pound-
keepers, and many more of this nature are likely to be decided in future
by taluka and district local boards. If pound-keepers are now allowed
to stand for election of local hoards, then the servants of the Boards will
o MOHb&2—5 - ’
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be sitting in judgment on their own cases, and naturally a great loophole
will be kept open for them and these cases of misappropriations and
defalcations will be encouraged rather than nipped in the bud. That is
the great calamity which will befall by allowing this amendment. If it
is allowed to pass, the principle will be polluted. '

. Another thing is that besides the pound-keepers there are so many
other servants of local boards who have the right to vote, and they are
disabled from standing for election. The honourable member from
Kaira Mr. Desai says, taxation and representation must go hand in band.
It is an undisputed fact. The Act as it stands is not depriving them of
their right of voting. Chief Officers, accountants and engineers of the -
Iocal boards have their right to vote in local board elections, though
they are servants of the board. They are not deprived of their right to
vote. They can vote, but they are not allowed to be members of the
local boards, because they are interested in one way or another ; and to
allow them to become members i3 against the general principle. The
same principle is applicable in the present case. Servants of the boards,
who are interested in the matters to be dealt with by the boards in one
* way or another, should not be allowed to become masters, i.e., should
not be allowed to become members of the boards. If police patels in
charge of cattle pounds are allowed to become members of these bodies,
when the crimes that are committed by them in their capacity as pound-
keepers will be coming up for decision before the boards, there is every
possibility that partiality may take place in giving judgment on such
cases. In that case defaulters will be sitting to pass judgment upon the
action taken by themselves. For these reasons the inclusion of pound-
keepers among the members of the local boards is objectionable. With
this' view in mind I oppose the amendment proposed in clause 2 of the
" present Bill.

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District) : 8ir, I rise to support
the first reading of the Bill. You will remember, Sir, that various
* objections have been taken. T thought that it was not going to be a Bill

of a very controversial nature, But now we find that it has assumed
an entirely different turn, and it is getfing to be more and more contro-
versial, and I find that it is getting to be more controversial for reasons
which I cannot explain.

It is said, for instance, by the honourable member from Ratnagiri
that the police patel is a very bad sort of person, that he is a devil and
cannot be believed, that he tampers with the electoral rolls, and so on.

T think, when he said that he tampers with the electoral roll, he was
clearly labouring under a misapprehension, I think he ought to know
that the electoral roll is originally not prepared by the police patil, bub
is prepared by village officers, mostly by the kulkarnis, and it is signed
by the revenue patils. I do not know if the procedure is different in his
district, but so far as my district is concerned, the electoral roll is prepared
by the kulkarnis and revenue patils. When this is so, there is very Little
chance of the electoral rolls being tampered with by the police patil.
He said also that sometimes the names are wrongly written deliberately
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by the police patil. That may be his experience in his district, but,
confining myself to my own district, I say that there is no such false
writing of names. But even assuming that such a deliberate mistake
is made, there is ample opportunity provided to correct the mistakes.
One could approach the Collector, and if there i3 any mistake in the
name, that can be rectified. There is some time allowed for doing this,
and if the voters do not do this, I think the responsibility and blame must
not be thrown on the wrong person. Therefore, when my honourable
friend Mr, Surve made those charges, clearly he wasl abouring under a
gross misapprehension.

Coming to the speech of my honourable friend Rao Bahadur Chitale,
he appears to suggest that there is sufficient representation, nay, over
representation of the class of patils. That may be so in his own district,
but I might tell him that in my own district there are very few pohce
patils as members of local boards. The majority of members on the
district and taluka local boards is drawn from classes entirely different
from that of the patils or village officers, .

I do not think the police patils are very anxious to stand as candidates.
After all, this is a Bill which simply enables the police patils to be
members of taluka local boards or district local boards. In the very
few cases where he is debarred from being so, it is by reason of the fact
that as a pound-keeper he is receiving some remuneration. I do not
think the Bill is one of such a character that there should be serious,
opposition to it.

Agam, it was said that because sometmes We come across cases of
misappropriations by these police patils in their capacity as pound-
keepers, so it would be a question of the police patils themselves
sitting in judgment upon their own offences. In the first place,
I do not believe that there are many cases of that character,.
and even If there be some, there are other members on the board
who can easily silence them. I do not think that the police patil is
such a devil. This Bill enables the village patil to be & member of the
District Local Board because he is at present disqualified on account of
the fact that he receives some remuneration. I do not think that there
ean be any serious objection. In these days of democracy, if these
police patils and revenue patils are influential, and amenable to the
influence of officers, it is our duty to see that they are not elected to the
local bodies. “Why debar them from standing as candidates ¢ It showa .
weakness on our own part. I do not think any man should be disallowed
by law from standing as a candidate for local self-government in-

stitutions. On this geneml principle I have great pleasure in supporting
this Bill.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay Unlversxty) Sll', enough ha,s
been said with regard to the first part, that is to say, the police patils.
The Bill is dealing with three matters. It is a heterogenous Bill dealing
with three different subjects. A great deal has been said about the
police patil’s disqualification. I want to conﬁne myself to the third

mo Hb 42—5¢ .
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point where it is proposed to delete sub-section (3) of section 92. This
sub-section (3) was added in the Local Boards Act in the year 1927.
There a provision is made by which the report of the audit of each local
‘board shall be sent to the Collector and published in the Bombay Govern-
ment Gazetle and that the administration report shall be published in any
newspaper selected by the board—the whole report of the audit. This
wag done in order to give publicity to the report of the audit. The recent
Act which we passed last year, namely, the Andit Act, deals only with the
publication of one simple matter. The accounts should be submitted
to the Examiner of Accounts and afterwards it is submitted to the local
board, and whatis to be published according to this Act is only a very
small portion of it, namely, that which deals with misappropriation.
If there is any misappropriation of any money or any surcharge, that
matter is published. But it is stated in the statement of objects and
reasous that in view of section 10 (4) of the Bombay Local Fund
Audit Act, sub-section (3) of section 92 is no longer necessary. That
sub-clause (c) says that that portion of the report where any amount
which ought to have been brought into account but which has not been
brought into account should be published. This clause contemplates
only a portion of the report, while sub-section 92 (3) contemplates the
whole report in the vernacular of the district. Apart from misappro-
priation, there may be other irregularities which people of the district
would like to know. Therefore, it was particularly inserted in section 92
of the Act of 1927. So this part of the Bill is open to objection.

. Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City) (Addressed
the House in Urdu): Sir, the object of the Bill is to enable the police
patils to become members of district local boards. T strongly oppose
such a8 measure because a servant of the board should not become a
member of the board. It will create a ridiculous situation if complaints
made against a pound munshi, who happens to be a member of a board
or holds an office, are again referred to bim in his capacity asa member or
" office-bearer of the board. Such a man at one and the same time becomes
master and servant, and has to pass a verdict against his own action. Tt
- appesars to me that the Government has no one policy to follow i such

matters. I will cite an instance here in which this very Government
brought pressure upon a gentleman in Sind who happened to be the
Municipal Chief Officer of the District Local Board, Karachi. He was
in no way a subordinate of the Municipality, but yet was .compelled to
resign his membership. Here Government in contravention of their
decision are putting on the statute book a measure which they themselves
have condemned. I therefore request the Honourable Member jn charge
of the Bill to withdraw it.

Mr. M. M. XKARBHARI (Thana and Bombay Suburban Districts):
Sir, I congratulate the Honourable Minister for Local Self-Government
for having introduced this Bill. He has attempted to remove the stand-
ing injustice that was done to a respectable member of our community
and a respectable citizen. If you look up the Local Boards Act, there is

 pothing to prevent a police patil from becoming a member of the district
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local board or taluka local board. But incidentally because he happens
to be a cattle pound-keeper and because he draws a little remuneration
in the form of commission, he is supposed by the Legal Remembrancer
or legal opinion to be a servant of the local board. I believe his case was
not properly put before the Legal Remembrancer. The commission
he gets is not for the work he does, but a small remuneration for the
expenses he incurs to engage servants, to look after the cattle in the
pounds, to give them water and food. When my honourable friend
Pao Bahadur Chitale advocated that the police patil should show some
good spirit of citizenship, I would submit and tell him it would be better
for the district local board to give him a full time servant to carry out
the work of a servant of the local board. If this man the police patil
is disqualified from becoming a member of the local bodies, it is a clear
injustice that was done to him on account of the oversight aud on account
of the inadvertent section that was passed in 1898. If this police patil
is not debarred from standing as a candidate to the Legislative Council,
may I know why he should be debarred from standing as a candidate to
a local board, which is inferior to this august bedy ? I would, therefore,
say that the misapprehensions and prejudices that have been formed
against this class of people should not weigh with us. You must remem:
ber that such men should stand for election and come in by the votes
of the electors and not by pomination. If he is nndesirable, do not
vote for him. If he deserves, let him come in by the votesof the people.
This Bill is intended to remove the injustice to the police patils who keep
our cattle-pounds and so it must have the support of every member of
this House.

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE (Poona City) : Sir, we have heard about half

a dozen bonourable members who are connected with taluka local boards
and district local hoards. Some of them are presidents of those boards.
There is a divergence of opinion among them: one set of honourable
members say that those patels who are cattle-pound-keepers should not
. be there, while the other set of honourable members say that they ought
to be there and there should be no injustice done to them. Whatever
that may be, as a matter of principle I have to oppose this Bill. And
for this reason : the policy of the law has been that persons who are
interested in any way in money matters either with the local boards or
with the municipalities should not bave any hand in the management
of those institutions and should not be entitled to take any part in those
institutions. I believe that is a sound principle. These police patels
are in one sense servants of the institutions and are paid by them. My
honourable friend from Thana (Mr. Karbhari) said: “ No; those
persuns do pay from their pockets for the service rendered by some
menial servant, and it is for that that they draw the amount of the
cattle-pound fees.”” I believe that is not a very accurate statement,
As a matter of fact, the expenses are incurred no doubt by the patel, but
from funds supplied by the local boards, I am supported in my state-
ment by one of the presidents of these boards—I mean the honourable
member from Ahmednagar (Rao Bahadur Chitale), [Honourable Members:
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He is right] So, many of them support him. If that is so,
14 13 a correct principle of law not to have these men on the boards.
I do mean to suggest that they at any rate should give up their small
remuneration if they prefer to be on the boards, If, however, there was
any amendment of the Act necessary, I should have thought that the
police patels, kulkarnis and mulki patels should not be allowed to sit
as members of taluka and district local boards. They are officers of
Government, they are paid by Government. I am not now going to
address the House on the desirability or otherwise of that step. My
only point is that it is not desirable to have persons who are subordinates
of Government officials on these boards. That is my view. We
know what these kulkarnis and patels in the villages are. As a matter
of fact it is within the knowledge of many of us that they are powerful
officers, perhaps more powerful than the mamlatdars even. It is not
therefore desirable to remove this disqualification and add to their
numbers in the district and taluka local boards. As a matter of fact we

* have been told that the number of those persons is very large in the
district and taluka boards, compared to other persoms. Invariably
when a patel stands for election he is there. We know the reason. The
fact is that whenever a patel or kulkarni or any other village officer
stands as a candidate for election, he almost tops the list. 1 do not think
he is extraordinarily wise or extraordinarily clever and therefore he
tops the list. 'We know the reason why he tops the list. By removing
this disqualification we shall be doing harm to two principles. In
the first place, people under the control of Government officers will be
<coming and, secondly, persons who are receiving remuneration from the
institutions or receiving stipends from them will be allowed to enter in
their management. For these reasons, I oppose the Bill.

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District) : Sir, I rise to support the Bill:
especially that part of the Bill which enables the police patels to become
members of the boards. An argument has been put forward in opposing
the Bill that the police patel is the servant of the board. But may
I point out that a police patel in his capacity as pound-keeper is not a full
time salaried servant of the local boards, and therefore is not prevented
from standing as a candidate for the elections to these boards? He
simply gets a little remuneration for what little pound-keeping he does
for the boards. If this Bill is passed and if the police patel is allowed to

* become a member of the district or taluka board, that would go to elevate
the position of the police patel in the eyes of the public. If this Bill is
passed, and if the police patel becomes a member of the board and sits in
a chair beside the mamlatdar in the district local board or taluka local
board, no talati, I suppose, would dare ask that police patel to carry his

* daftor on his head. In my district (Kolaba District), some talatis even

in these days get the police patels to carry their daftar on their beads.

‘I do not know whether this system prevails everywhere. [4n Honourable

Member : Why should he ?] That is not the fault of the police patel,

it is the fault of the Government. Government keep them illiterate ;
they should give them education. If they are illiterate, that is no
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reason why they should be prevented from becoming .members of the
local boards. Having been born in a family of watandar police patels,
I thank Government for heving brought in this Bill to remove this
disqualification. With these words, I support the Bill,

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District) : Sir, I would not have intervened
in this debate but for the fact that in supporting or opposing clause 2,
honourable members have lost sight of clause 3, The argument has
heen because clause 2 is there, therefore throw out the whole Bill. Isay
that whatever opposition there is to clause 2 may be put forward at the
time of the second reading of the Bill. As yet, nobody has opposed
clause 3 which seeks to give_ certain’ municipalities incomes from
ferries. When the second reading of the Bill is moved and the
Bill is read clause by clause, then all opposition to clause 2 may: be
concentrated. :

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That would not be possible,
because that is one of the principles of the Bill. That must be disposed
of now.

Mr. V. N.JOG : If that is to be considered a principle, I oppose the
principle that a police patel who is a stipendiary officer or servant of a
local board should be eligible to become a member of the district local
board or taluka local board.

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI : Sir, I rise to a point of order. Having
supported the first reading, can the honourable member now oppose the
principle of it ?

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : He said that he had objection to
clause 2, and now that he is told that is a principle of it, he may oppose
the Bill on principle. ’

Mr. V. N, JOG : We are not at the stage when we should go to vote,
1f the Bill is mischievous then I have to oppose the Bill. It is a question
of the sccond clause now. As a member of a municipality I was
interested in seeing that a certain portion of the income from ferries was
got for the municipalities. If the mischief is greater than the advantage,
then I have to oppose the Bill. As regards the argument that there are
many persons among these police patels who own land and contribute
to the local fund and therefore it is an injustice to deprive them of their
right to stand for local board elections, I wish to point out that there
are many Government servants who also own lands and pay rates to the
local fund but who have also been debarred from standing for elections
to the local boards. What applies to other Government servants should
apply also to the police patels. Tn view of that opinion I hold that the
Bill should be opposed.

Mr. PESTANSHAH N. VAKIL (Ahmedabad City) : Sir, the obser-
vations made by the honourable gentleman cepresenting Poona City
as well as those made by the honourable member from Sind confirm me
in my view that the honourable member Rao Bahadur Naik was right in
saying that the opposition to this Bill is based ona sérious misconception
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of its principles. In the first place, Sir, I readily subscribe to the principle
that a man who draws any income from the revennes of an institution
or 8 public body should not ordinarily have any share in its adminis-
tration. It would be in consonance with the best Parliamentary tradi-
tions, but, as I understand it, the Parliamentary practice does not go
as far as that. So far as I know, & member of Parliament who accepts
any office under the Crown resigns his membership ; but at the same
time he is eligible for re-election. Similarly a police patel in virtue of
his drawing a small remuneration for taking care of the village cattle-
pound should not necessarily be disqualified from becoming & member
of a district or taluka local board. Now, the gentlemen who oppose
this Bill forget that there is nothing in law to prevent him from continuing
to be a member of that body if he is prepared to make a small sacrifice.
He is fully entitled to be a member of that body in virtue of the voting
qualification which he possesses. The only consequence of this Bill
being thrown out would, therefore, be that a police patel will have to make
a small monetary sacrifice if he wants to be a member of the board.
Now, my honourable friend Rao Bahadur Chitale expects these people
to make a sacrifice. We have no materials before us to enable us to say
that they would be willing or otherwise to make a sacrifice in the interests
of public service. But what about the interests of the board itself ?
Those who have any conception of village economy ought to know that
these petty officials are combining in themselves the funetions of different
officers in the administration of the affairs of a village. We know that
the village is a very, very small unit and a village board cannot afford
to have different officers for different functions. A police patel, in nine
cases out of ten, would be most unwilling to make a sacrifice of his mem-
bership, but, Iexpect, if it comes to make a choice, he will willingly forego
his small income--1 understand that it is only from Rs. 20 to Rs. 50
a year, a very small amount indeed,—and, perhaps, a good many people
would be coming forward to make that trifling sacrifice. But who is
going to replace them in that case ? Would the district or the taluka
local board be prepared to engage a full-time salaried servant in his place?
That is the crux of the whole question.” We have to look at the question
from the point of view of the board and not from the point of view of the
police patel. Thatis, to my mind, the chief reason why we should save the
police patel from the disqualification which at present attaches to him.

There is another question to be considered. Is he a full-time salaried
servant of the board ? True it is that he retains a quarter of the fees
that are charged for keeping the cattle in the pound. If that is consi-
dered to be a salary in the real sense of the term, then, I beg to submit,
he draws remuneration from divers other sources too. ¥ am told, for
instance, that he gets a very insignificant amount—of course the amount
makes no difference so far as the principle is concerned—he gets some-
thing like 5 to 10 rupees; for collecting the cess on behalf of the board.
That too has got to be taken into consideration. The receipt of any
remuneration from the board disqualifies him. The amount of the
remuneration is, as I stated before, of no consideration at all. Whether
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he gets 5 or 50 rupees, it is all the same ; the disqualification is there.
If you take these two or three things into consideration, the objection
to the Bill ought to vanish : firstly, that these police patils will continue
to enjoy the right of membership of the board, The only thing required
of them would be that they would have to make a sacrifice of their small
income. Secondly, if they make a choice to resign the keepership of
the pound, the board will be put to a great expense in having to get
a full-time salaried servant to replace them, and thirdly, despite this
sacrifice, there is nothing to prevent the police patils from drawing
other small remunerations which they at present draw from other
sources, On these grounds, I think that this honourable House will
be well advised to pass this Bill which, to my mind, appears ta be of a
very non-controversial nature; and I am surprised at the opposition
which is offered to it from different quarters. '

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District) : Sir, I am
sorry 1 bave to oppose the first reading of this Bill. So far as I have
been able tostudyand understand it, the Bill is contrary fo the principles
of self-government as well as parliamentary procedure. Ihave got some
experience of the working of local bodies, I have some bodies under -
my control. It isnot a question of remuneration, as has been suggested
by several of the honourale members, who said that because police patils
receive a small remuneration they should bé disqualified. The mone-
tary question is not the real question to be considered here. The real
question that ought to be taken into consideration is, to what position-
would that remuneration put the police patils ? What will be the status
of the patils if they receive a fixed share out of the income derived from
cattle pounds? They will become the servants of the Local Body. -
Supposing a police patil who is appointed as pound keeper instead
of receiving one-fourth of the share appropriates one-half of the share,
under the present rules we have got coutrol to check it and bring the
misappropriation to light and take the orders of the board. I will give
an example. I have started certain cattle pounds in my district.
I'have given one-half of the income from these pounds to certain people
in return for managing them. They are fairly respectable people.
I'have given the pounds to their charge un condition that they will give
one-half of the income to the local fund cess. But they are subject to my
control. If they make any false entries in their records or misappropuiate
any money, then I can make a report against them and the board can
pass orders. Now, if they are also members of the boards, they wilt -
sit on the Board as our colleagues and can influence the decision of the
Board in their favour. We cannot pass that unalloyed judgment which
we can otherwise pass against our servants—for they are purely servants
of the Board. That is the distinction which the Honourale Minister has
to make. If ke is going to give the right of vote and equality to police
patils, he should also give the same to all public servants, because under
the Cattle Trespass Act police patils act as ex-officio cattle pound keepers
and are also public servants. Therefote, it means indirectly giving to -
the public servants the right of vote and equality of oppoftunity that
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is given to the members of the public. This amounts to shaking the very
root of self-government. Whereis the distinction between a salaried
officer and a member of the public ? If a police patil is nominated on
the local board because he is very serviceable for the purpose of
suggestmg measures for the management of cattle pounds, we can concede
the point. But if he is going to be given the right of vote and equal -
opportunity, where is the check in case he commits mistakes ? He will
sit with us as our colleague. I think by introducing this Bill Government
is striking at the very root of the principle underlymv the institution .
of Local Self-Government, :

One honourable member suggested that a president or a member
receiving allowances from the Board’s finances should not be allowed
to become a member of the board or its president if police patils are
objected to. But there is a distinction between a police patil who is
a cattle pound keeper and the president of the district local board. For
instance, the president of the local board is surrounded by an expert
establishment "sanctioned by Government. The establishment has
to put up notes to him and he has to pass the final orders in accordance
with those notes. He is also advised by experienced officials who initial
the papers and sre jointly responsible with the president. Therefore,
there is a check if the president attempts to misappropriate public
money or do anything illegal. As compared to this position, the police
patil comes in direct touch with the public. There i3 no intermediary.
Supposing a hundred heads of cattle are impounded and he enters only
50 in the records, where is the check ? He will be the master of the
situation: Therefore, the control which is at present exercised on the
cattle pound keeper will be relaxed by the proposed measure.

- If thisis conceded in the Presidency, where is the guarantee that this
principle will not be extended to Sind also ? There also pound keepers.
have a right of vote because they pay land assessment. But as soon as
they accept the cattle pound keepership they are disqualified from
contesting a seat on any Local Board. That is the inconsistency which
the honourable House ought o~ realise. I therefore hope the
honourable House will be well advised to throw out this Bill at the very
first reading.

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: Sir,
the arguments advanced by several of the members who spoke in favour
of the Bill are a sufficient answer to the arguments which have been
urged against the Bill. I do not, therefore, propose to take up the time
of the House by going over the same ground again. But I shall merely
confine myself to such of the points raised by some of the honourable
members as have not been dealt with on the floor of the House. Permit
me to say, Sir, that the honourable member Mr, Surve is not quite
correct in saying that the police patil is a paid Government servant in
the sense in which other Governments are looked upon. He is
merely looking after this part of the business just for perhaps a couple
of hpurs or sometimes not at all for a few days. Therefore, he cannot
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be regarded as a regular Government servant. The honourable member

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif is agreeable to let the police patils remain

as members of the local boards, but his objection is that they must
not be given charge of the cattle pounds. We have already heard the

honourable member Rao Bahadur Naik who has explained the

difficulties of which he has personal experience, so far as his district is

concerned. It is exceedingly difficult to find in small villages people

to take charge of cattle pounds and it is generally the police patils who

are very efficient in that kind of work and who are the most intelligent

inhabitants of the villages. If we were to debar police patils from
becoming members of local boards, the result will be that these local

boards will have to engage cattle’ pound keepers by spending perhaps

four times as much, and I do not think all the district local boards are

in a position to incur such an increased expenditure. I personally should.
be very sorry, Sir, if the police patils were disqualified from becoming

members of the local boards. I know from personal experience that
some of these police patils are not only members of the local boards,

but they are presidents of taluka and in some cases district local boazds.

They are most intelligent as a class and I think it will be a great pity to.
shut the door against these people particularly.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : On a point of information.....
The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Honourable Minister does
not yield. .

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL : I may
alsobringtothe noticeofthe House that in this Presidency over 200 police
patils are already members of local boards. It was only in 1929 that
their ineligibility to become members of the local boards was questioned
by the Examiner of Local Fund Accounts. Until then this question
had never been raised. They have been members and at the same time
have been performing some of the most important functions in villages,
and yet complaints have not been made with regard to their mishehavi-
our. That very fact shows that even if they are entrusted with the
charge of the cattle pounds and at the same time allowed to become
members of local boards, they are not likely to prove particularly
obnoxious. '

At the same time, if a taluka local board or a district local board comes
across a case where a police patel, who is a member and at the same time
i3 in charge of the cattle pound, has not been behaving himself well, it is
open to the taluka or the district board to remove him from his office as
cattle pound keeper and they can do so at any time. Such instances are
few and far between, and the district local boards and taluka local boards
have got full authority to exercise their power of removing him from his
office as cattle pound keeper. :

My honourable friend Syed Miran Mahomed Shah is drawing my
attention to the fact that the police patels are able to exercise an evil
influence upon the other members of the board. Well, as I said, police
patels are the most influential people in the village,. We all know that,
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Even if a police patel is not a member of the taluka local board or of a
district local board, I can say from my personal experience that he has
power enough to exercise that influence which he would do if he were o

Mr. V. A. SURVE: Are they not Government servants ?

_The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: The
honourable member Rao Bahadur Chitale stated that the police patils.
as a class, who are not prepared to make a small sacrifice, must not be
_ given the benefit which this Bill proposes to extend to them. That
" should not be an argument against the Bill, because the result will be
that, if they are not prepared to make the sacrifice, it is the board
which will be losing their services, and I for one would certainly wish
'that they should not under any circumstances, be disquslified from
becoming members of the local boards.

With regard to the point raised by the honourable member Rao
Bahadur Kale, that the improvement suggested in the audit notes only
refers to certain irregularities and defects to be given publicity to, I may
draw his attention to the fact that it is particularly these defects and
irregularities which really matter. The other part of the report generally
relates to ordinary matters and shows that everything is in order. That
part could easily be done without.. If, however, the honourable member
Rao Bahadur Kale, as I understand, is particularly insistent that the.
first three lines of the present section 92 (3) should go out and that
_the remaining part should remain, I shall be very glad to consider.
the amendment when it comes at the time the Bill is read clause
by clause.’ ;

“With regard to the suggestion o{ my honourable friend Mr. Chikodi,’
that opinions may be invited from the district local boards, I can
say this that no good purpose will be served by doing so, because
I find in this House so many honourable members who represent district
local boards in the Presidency and they have already expressed their
views here, and I personally do not think that the object which the
honourable member Mr. Chikodi hasin view would be served by referring
this matter to the various district local boards of the Presidency.

With these words, Sir, I commend the bill for the acceptance of the
honourable House.

Bill read a first time. Question put and carried.

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: Sir,

. I move that the Bill No. XV of 1931 (A Bill further

Second Reading. 15 amend the Bombay Local Boards Act, 1923) be
read a second time. _—

ﬁn]:f] read a second (), ostion put and carried.
Bill read clause by clause.
Clause 1 (Short title) ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Clause 2 (Amendment of section 9 of Bom. VI of 1923) ordered to
stand part of the Bill.
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- Clause 3 (dmendment of section 75 of Bom. VI of 1923) ordered to
-stand part of the Bill.

Clause 4 (Repeal of sub-section (3) of section 92 of Bom. VI of 19..3)—
* Sub-section (3) of section 92 of the suid Act shall be repealed.™

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University) : Sir, I beo to move
the following amendment to clause 4 as under :(—
hah:l? the words “ the first sentence in ™ a¢ the commencement of tlm clavse 4 of
the bi
Sir, the clause 4, asit now stands, proposes to repeal the whole of
sub-section (3) of section 92 of the Act. My point is that publication in-
English in the Government Gazette is a mere waste of money and is un-
necessary, becausethe Government Gazettedoes not circulate muchin talukas -
and it will be sufficient if vernacular newspapers of each taluka or district
are chosen for giving publicity to the audit notes. It is, after all,
a district and taluka matter affecting a district or a taluka local board,
and publicity given in such local vernacular newspapers would be
enough for all practical purposes to acquaint the electorate with the
opinions passed by the auditors. If my amendment is carried, the
sub-section (3) of section 92 will read as under :—

* Every local board shall pubhah the report and audit notes with the replies thereto
in its administrative report and in a local newspaper selected by the board, A copy of
the report on every taluks local board shall also be aens to the district local board of the
district,”

All this will remain, but only the portion which makes it necessary for
the notes to be published in the Bombay Government Gazette will be
deleted. Publication in the Government Gazetle, as I said, is unnecessary
and only costs unnecessary expense. .

Question put and carried.
Clause ¢, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill,
The preamble ordered to stand part of the Bill.-

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: Sir,

. ) I move that Bill No. XV of 1931, a Bill further

Third reading. to amend the Bombay Local Boards Act, 1923, be
read a third time and passed.

Question proposed.

Mr. A. S. R. MACKLIN : Sir, I have a formal amendment to move as
follows :—

That the figure 1 * be added after the figures “ 193 * ia clause 1.

Question put and carried.

Question, * That the Bill be read a third time,”
put and carried.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Bill is read a third tlme and
passed into law,

Bill read & third time.
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BILL No. XVI OF 1931 (A BILL FURTHER TO AMEND
THE BOMBAY DISTRICT POLICE ACT, 1890).

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: Sir, I rise to introduce Bill
No. XVI of 1931 (a Bill further to amend the Bombay District Police
Act, 1890).*

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The Bill is introduced.

The Houourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I move the first reading of

Fi Bill No. XVI of 1931 (a Bill further to amend the
irst reading. Bombay District Police Act, 1890).

There is little, if anything, to add to the statement of objects and
reasons which explains why the main amendment is necessary. The
.wording of the section proposed to be amended is somewhat ambiguous.
It has always been interpreted by the Executive as meaning that whereas
a first class magistrate can only issue the prohibitory orders contemplated
in the section if he has jutisdiction in the town or village in respect of
which his orders are issued and if he is himself present in or in the neigh-
bourhood of the town or village, the latter restriction does not apply
to the District Magistrate, whose presence at or near the place is not
required. Unfortunately the word *such” appearing in the 7th line
of the section can be interpreted and as a matter of fact has been inter-
preted by the High Court as requiring the presence of the District Magis-
trate also at or near the place before he canissue orders under the section.
It is scarcely necessary for me to point out that his presence is often
impracticable partly owing to the large extent of most districts and
partly owing to the impossibility in many cases of the District Magistrate

" being able to visit the locality on account of urgent work elsewhere,
Orders, however, under this section have almost always to issue at very
short notice to meet or avert an emergency. It is, therefore, necessary
to remove the restriction which the High Court has held to be imposed
upon the District Magistrate by amending the section in the manner

. now proposed and giving clear effect to what was the obvious mtentlon
of the Legislature.

A good desl could be urged in favour of removing the restriction in
the case of first class magistrates also. Sub-divisions are larger than

. they used to be and a first class magistrate may on occasions find it very
difficult to be present at or near a town or village where a prohibitory
order is necessary, especially if simultaneous orders are required in
several places within his jurisdiction. After careful consideration,
Government have decided not to remove this restriction. Should,
however, it be the wish of this honourable House to remove the restric-
tion in the case of first class magistrates also, Government would be
prepared to accept an amendment to this effect.

This opportunity is taken to extend the provisions of the section to
specially empowered second class magistrates, for the reason that if there
are an insufficient number of first class magistrates in a district and if
a state of affairs should arise necessitating the issue of orders under this
section on a wide scale, there might be serious delay, resulting in loss
of life and damage to property unless the power to issue the orders were

¥ Appendix 3.
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{Mr. G. A. Thomas)

conferred upon a greater number of magistrates than the section
provides for. Itisnot, however, theintention of Government to make an
indiseriminate use of the proposed extension of powers. In fact, I hope
that it will never be found necessary to empower a single second class
magistrate to take action under the section. The object of the amend-
ment is solely and simply to make it possible for Government to take
wider steps than they now possess to quell disorders in the case of a grave
cmergency arising. 1 hope that this assurance will enable this honourable
" House to pass the proposed amendment with easy minds, _

There is yet a third amendment, of a trivial character, to which no
reference has been made in the statement of objects and reasons, It
is proposed to omit the words *“ and subject to his order ” which now
appear in the second line of the section. Government have no ulterior
motive whatsoever in proposing this omission. The reason for the
proposal is that it is not at all certain what the words mean and it isa
priori undesirable o retain in any Act words orphrases that are patient of
wore than one interpretation. lam quite certain that every lawyer in the
House will accept this principle. I have been at some pains to discover
what the phrase “ subject to his (i.e. the District magistrate’s) order
means. Obviously it cannot mean subject to his prior order, because
that would entirely nullify the provision regarding first class magistrates.
If they had to obtain the order of the District Magistrate before issuing
their own order, the latter order would in effect be the order of the
District Magistrate himself and it would be altogether superfluous to
empower first class magistrates to issue any order under the section them-
selves, Nor can the phrase well mean “ under the general orders of the
District Magistrate,” firstly, because if that was the jntention of the
Legislature the word “ orders” in the plural would have been used, instead
of the word “ order ” in the singular ; secondly, because if the general
orders of the District Magistrate were referred to, it is most unlikely that-
the word *general ” would have been omitted ; and thirdly and lastly,.
because all magistrates subordinate to a District Magistrate are ipso facto
under his general orders, so that any reference to this in the seetion would
be superfluous., It seems, therefore, that the phrase must mean  subject
to the revisionary order ” of the District Magistrate. That too, however,
is superfluous in view of the third sub-section of this section, which runs
as follows : “ An order made under this section by a subordinate magis- -
trate shall be forthwith communicated to the magistrate of the district,
who shall thereupon confirm, cancel or modify the same as shall seem
expedient.” This is a most important sub-section, as it prevents a
subordinate magistrate from misusing the powers conferred upon him
by the section. '

I have no doubt that the subtle brains of the legal members of this
House will find other ways of interpreting the phrase *subject to his
order.” 1f so, this will simply reinforce my argument that it is better
to omit a phrase which can be interpreted in more than one way.

Sir, I move that this Bill be read for the first time.

Bill read a firet time, Question put and carried.
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The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Sir, I move that Bill No. XVI
Sccond readi (A Bill further to amend the Bombay District
,Fe2dig- Police Act, 1890) be read a second time.
Question proposed. '

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University): Sir, I wish to
offer a few general remarks on this matter, * It seems to me that the
original object of having the words “ The magistrate of the district,
or in his absence and subject to his order the magistrate of the first
class  was that this is a matter which is considered of such importance
that it should not be entrusted to a lower class of officers, namely, the
magistrates, even first class magistrates who are lower in rank and not
filling the responsible position of a District Magistrate. That isthe reason
why, it seems to me, in the section as it stands the words * subject to
his order ” appear. That is to say, a magistrate of the first class may act,
but he has no doubt to first get the assent of the District Magistrate
before taking action. Whether it is subject to his discretion is another
matter. As I read the section, it scems to me that that is the intention
underlying the inclusion of the words “ subject to his order”. I think
it does not mean “ subject to his general order ”, nor does it mean that
where necessary he may cancel the order. Neither of these meanings,
I think, can be put upon the expression. It means that the District
Magistrate himself must assume responsibility wherever possible. In
case that is not possible, then a magistrate of the first class is given the
discretion, Even this thing has to be done subject to the order of the
Distriet Magistrate. That is to say, after obtaining the consent of the
District Magistrate the procedure that is going to follow must be followed.
This Bill has been brought to make provision for cases where the presence
of the District Magistrate is not available. In those cases the first
class magistrate must act without being subject to the order of the
District Magistrate. Therefore, T think, logically speaking, the words
* subject to his order ” must go. - I am not going to move any amend-
ment. :

I have my own misgivings whenthe second class magistrates are
specially empowered to exercise these powers, Magistrates lower than
first class magistrates must be considered rather not fit to exercise
this kind of discretion. The question is whether the empowering of the
second elass magistrates to exercise this power should be introduced
now, considering the importance attached to this question in the original,
Act wherein it is provided that the District Magistrate, failing him the
‘first class magistrate with the consent of the District Magistrate, should
exercise this power. In this Bill the discretion is sought to be vested in
the second class magistrates specially empowered in this behalf by
Government. I think that at the present time the second class magistrates
should not be empowered with this power. However, I leave it to honour-
able members to express their opinion whether it will be expedient
to leave such discretion in the hands of second class magistrates, because
we know Government can easily empower second class magistrates to
exercise this power. Section 42 deals with the prevention of disorders.
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[Rao Bahadur R. R. Xale]

I submit that this question will have to be considered, when the Bill is’
put clause by clause, whether we should omit the words “ ora maglstmte
of the second class specially empowered in this behal.

Rao Bahadur G. V.- PRADHAN (Nas1k.Dlstnct). Su', the interpre-
tation which the Honourable the Home Member has taken Irom the -
High Court Ruling has found place in the amendment before the House,
But the words In the absence of the Magistrate of the District ”” are not
clear. Whether the District Magistrate is “absent from the district ”
or * from that place ”’ is doubtful. These words should not find place
there. Either the District Magistrate or the first class magistrate
can issue orders. The words “ In the absence of the Magistrate of the
district ” should be deleted. If the Honourable Member does not see
eye to eye with me, an amendment wﬂl be moved by me to that
effect.

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Rao Babadur Kale says that
the order issued by the magistrate should be subject to the control of

the District Magistrate. If the order issued by the Magistrate is subject
to the order of the District Magistrate, what is the District Magistrate .
to do with his own order under sub- sectlon (3) ¢ How is he to conﬁrm
cancel or modify his own order ¢’ : .

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : These are orders of a temporary nature.
I mean to suggest that he may cancelit, Immediately it may be done.

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I cannot quite understand.

As regards the remarks he made in regard to empowering second class
magistrates, I may give an assurance that it will be done only in cases-
of emergency. There is nothing in section 41 requiring the immediate
orders of the District Magistrate. Section 42 deals with the prevention .
of disorders. They do not spring up every day. In a case where a
disturbance takes place in a particular place where there is no first class
magistrate and possibly no telegraph communication, I do think that
the second class magistrate should have power to act in such an
emergency.

As regards the words “In the absence of the Magistrate of the
District , if the Magistrate of the district is present, he will issue the
order ; in his absence the Magistrate of the first class will issue the'order. <

Rao Bahadur G. V. PRADHAN : What is probably meant is “ if the
District Magistrate is not present in the place where the disturbance
takes place.” Even if these words are omitted, the District Magistrate
has paramount power to issue orders. The first and second class magis-
trates so empowered can issue orders, Practically these difficulties will
not arise,

The Honourable Mr. G A. THOMAS ; Will the honourable member
move an amendment, ?

Rao Bahadur G. V. PRADHAN : Yes; I am going to move it. -

Bill read a second time. Question, ““That the Bill be read a second tlme,
put and carried.

Mo Hb 42—6
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Bill read clause by clase.
Clause 1 (Short title) ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Clause 2 (Amendment of section 42 of Bom. IV of 1890),
In section 42 of the Bombay District Police Act, 1890,
{1) in sub-section (1) v

(a) the words “, or in his absence and eub)ect to his order the Magmtrate of the ﬁrst
class having jurisdiction in any town or village and present therem or in
* the nelghbtmrhood thereof,” shall be deleted ;

* (b) for the word * such ** where it occurs for the second time, the word * any ** shall
© . besubstituted; and

(2) after sub-eection (I) the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely :—

“(14) In the absence of the Magistrate of the district a Magistrate of the First

- Class or p Magistrate of the Second Class specially empowered in this behalf

having jurisdiction in any town or village and present therein or in the neigh-

bourhood thereof may similarly issue a prohibitory order of the nature

- referred to in sub-section (1) which shall bave operation in such town or
village and the vicinity thereof,”

Rao Bahadur G. Vs PRADHAN (Nasik District) : Sir, I move:

“ That in sub-clause 2 (2) (14) the words “In the absence of the Magistrate of the
district ’ be omitted.”

The Honourable the PRESIDENT It occurs to me that if the amend-
ment is accepted, the first class magistrate gets the power whether the
District Magistrate is absent or not absent. The first class magistrate
is given greater powers. Is the honourable member keen about his
"amendment ?

" Rao Bahadur G. V. PRADHAN Otherwise it would mean that
inasmuch as the District Maglstrate can issue orders from any part of
the district, the first class mamstrate will never be able to issue such

- order.

' Mr.L.R.GOKHALE: If you take away the words “ In the absence

of the Magistrate of the district ” then the first class magistrate will be
entitled to issue any order whether the District Maolstrate is 'present or
absent. We should specify whether the District, Maolstrate is absent
from the district or from the place of disturbance. ; It you take away
these words, it becomes ambiguous and the first class magistrate will
be entitled to issue any order. Such -an amendment is dangerous,
If it means absent from the place of occurrence, it may have
some meaning. k

The Honourable the PRESIDENT I take it ‘that the honourable
member drops his amendment.
- Rao Bahadur G. V. PRADHAN : Yes.
Mi. P. R, CHIKODI (Belgaum District): Sir, I move:

“That the words “or a magistrate nf the second class specially empowered in this
behalf * be deleted.”

. Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI: 1 have sn amendment to that
_amendment.

The Honourable the PRESIDE‘IT Let me propose the amendment
_ﬁrst ’

“Question proposed.
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Rao Bahadur S. N. ANGADI: I want to substitute it with

“ a magistrate of the second class of not less than ten years sta.ndmg
[Laughtcr ]

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I understand that the honoura.ble ’
‘member does not want to move the amendment to the ‘amendment,
Has the Honourable the Home Member any remarks to make on the
smendment of the honourable member Mr; Chikodi ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I shall only ask honourable
members to trust to Government not to make use of this provision fo .
empower a second class magistrate frequently I can give an assurance
that we shall make use of that power only in exceptlonal circumstances.
The only alternative for Government, if this provision is not there, i to -
make second class magistrates first class magistrates which Govern-
ment have power to do. ‘But, of course, we shall not do that. I hope
the House will rest assured that only in rare cases we shall take ‘
advantage of this power.

Mr. P. R. CHIKODI : I should hke to say one word. Iam glad that
the Honourable the Home Member has given an assurance.that this
power will be rarely given to the second class magistrates. But I would
like to tell him that such assurances are of no value,- because
the Honourable the Home Member is not going to be there.. Thats one -
thing. Secondly, the power is going to be given only on rare occasions,
1f as an alternative on rare occasions & second class magistrate is going to
be turned into a first class magistrate, we shall welcome that, because -
that is going to happen only on rare occasions. I do not see any
reason to withdraw my amendment.

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Sir, I have nothing more to sy
except that, if the honourable member can trust me, I do not see why he'
should distrust my successor who will not be an Honourable Member but
an Honourable Minister.

Question put and lost,

Clause 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill,

The Preamble ordered to stand part of the Bill.

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Sir, I ask your permission to
move the third reading.
The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Yes.

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS ; Sir, I move that Bill No. XVI

Third readi of 1931 (A Bill further to amend the Bombhay
T rea®he  District Police Act, 1890) be read for the third time
and passed,

Questlon proposed. .

Mr. A. 8, R. MACKLIN : 8ir, I move the formal amendment
“ That in clause 1, the figure * 1’ be added at the end of the figures €193,
Question put and carried.

Bill read a third Question, * That the lel be read a third time,”
time, put and carried. 2]
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“The Honourable the PRESIDE\T The Bill is read a third time and
passed into law.

Now, I do not think we haveltime to take up any other business just
- now. There is one thing I should like to bring to the notice of
honourable members regarding the Irrigation Bill to-morrow. As
Thave pointed out, unfortunately teo much reliance is placed on the
Chair by the Government side for waiving the provision of the Standing
Order :to allow them . to proceed with Bills, Similarly, honourable
members on the non-official side rely too much for pressing their
amendments. Both sides should study the Standing Orders and abide
by. them strictly. In this case there were certain ‘difficulties as regards
the dissenting minutes and other things, and possibly honourable
members did not get the copies of the Bill in time to think over their
amendments. They have had full eight days. - They had the copies of
the Bill in their hands about the 8th, and that means there was all this
interval between ihe 8th and to-day. This evening will be the last
that I will give for honourable members to submit their amendments.
I shall not accept any amendment if it is brought up to:morrow
morning as we proceed with the Bill.

There is one matter in which I wish to correct myself. I said that the
" honoygable member Syed Muhsmmad-Kamil Shah had called at my
place. But I afterwards discovered that it was Syed Ghulam Nabi Shah.
I hope that the honourable member Syed Muhammad Kamil Shah will

- be here to-morrow.

The Council is now ad;ourned to 2 p.m., to-morrow, Tuesday, the
21st July 1931,

BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THN GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS,
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Tuesday, the 21st July 1931,

The Council re-assembled at the Council Hz;ll Podna,’ on Tnesday,
the 21st July 1931, ab 2 p.m., the Honourable the President, Sir ALL
MAHOMED KHAN DEHLAVI, Kt., Bar-at-Law, presiding. '

Prebent

AsouL Latier Hasr Hasrar Kaan, Khan Bahadur.
ABERCROMBIE, Mr. J. R.
AvLanBagsHE, Khan Bahadur,
Axcapr, Rao Bahadur 8. N.
AsavaLg, Rao Bahadur R. 8.
Barocr, Mr. Hast Mir MasoMED
Banet, M, AL K. J.

© Bew, Mr. R.D.
BruTTo, Sir SHAR Nawaz
Baurro, WapEro WAHRIDBAKSH ILLAHIBAKSH
BoLg, Rao Bahadur 8. K.
BraxpEr, Mr. J. P.
Bristow, Mr. C. H.
Browne, Mr. D. R. H.
Burrocke, Mr, A, GreviLLE
Cuigonr, Mr. P. R.
Currase, Rao Bahadur G. K.
Cravron, Mr. H. B.
Corraco, Dr. J. A.
Corrins, Mr. G. F. S.
Cooke, Mr. G. H,
Coorer, Khan Bahadur D, B.
Duavomar Liraras, Mr.
Dgesa1, Rao Saheb B. G.
Dgsar, Mr. H. R.
Dixit, Dr. M. K.
D’Sovza, Dr. J. Ausax
Ewsank, Mr. R, B.
GarreTT, Mr. J. H.
Gronam Hussain, the Honourable Sir
GruLaM Napr Ssam, Khan Bahadur
GiLpEr, Dr. M. D,
Gokuare, Mr.L.R. -
Gover Rora, Mr.
Haripas Mavuavoas, Mr.
Harrison, Mr. C. S. C.
Hupson, the Honourable Mr, W. F.
Jam Jax Manomep Kuaw, Khan Bahadur
Jan Mamowep Kuan, Khan Bahadur
JiteRAR, Mr, Hast IramIM
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Jog, Mr. V. N,
Jones, Major W. Eruis
"Kaory, Mr. J. 8.
Karenor, Mr. G. M. - -
KaLE, Rao Bahadur R. R.
Kawat, Mr. B. 8,
Kawsui, the Honourable Dewan Bahadur §. T.
Kagsragr, Mr. M, M,
Envrro, Khan Bahadur M, A,
KuLgarn, Rao Saheb P. D.
Levy, Mr. W. G. .
Mackux, Mr. A. 8. R.
Mapuavsang JorHAL, Mr,
MereRBAKSH, Mr., 8.
Mopax, Rev, R. 8.
"Mopr, Sardar Davar T. K.
Mogg, Mr. J. G. )
Naix, Rao Babadur B. R.
Nayupeorao Buprasirao, Mr.
Navig, Mr, N.E.
Newaan, Mr. H. L,
Owxen, Mr. A, C.
ParvLEkAR, Rao Babadur L. V.
Parer, Khan Bahadur A, E.
Parm, Mr. N. N.
Parm, Mr. V. N,
Parm, Rao Saheb V. 8.
Pravaax, the Honourable Sir Govryorao
PrapaAN, Rao Bahadur G. V.
PRATER, Mr. S. H.
Rarropdpy Anvap, the Honourable Morivi
Rarrwroora, Mr. Hoosexarry M.
Resarpag, Mr. A.K.
SasEBSINHIT JUvANsINEdL, Mr.
Saaixs AspuL Aziz, Mr. =
SuakE ABpUL Maymp; Mr. -
SeAkE Yaxvs Vazir Masosep, Khan Bahadur
SEANKABRAO JAYARAMRAO ZUNZARRAO, Mr,
Sexpe, Mr. R. B.
Sart, Mr. W. W.
SoLaxkr, Dr. P. G.
Strve, Mr. AN,
Svrve, Mr. V. A
SyEDp MiraN ManoMED SHAH
Syep Muxawag, Mr.
TarpCR, Mir Baxpen Anx Kuay
THAROR oF KERwADA, Sardar Buasamep Raisixaji
Troxas, the Hononrable M. G. A.
Toraxt, Mr. S. S.
Treyes, Mr. C. W. A,
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VarsHaMPAYAN, Dr. V. G,

VaxkiL, Mr. Pesransaan N.

VagiL, the Honourable Sirdar Sir RusroM JEEANGIR
VANDEEAK, Rao Saheb R. V,

WaDKE, Mr. B. P.

WiLes, Mr. G. '

NEW MEMBER SWORN.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Order, order. Svéearingin of a
new member.

Mr. W. G. LELY made the prescrxbed oath of allegiance to His Ma]esty
the King-Emperor, and took his seat in the Council.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Questions.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Privaky EpucaTioN Acr: AMENDMENT,

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District) : Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state —

(a) whether they intend amending the Primary Educatlon Act;

(b) if so, on what lines and when;

{¢) whether it is a fact that they have received a number of
representations from local authorities suggesting the incorporation
of primary school head masters’ and assistant masters’ allowances
into the regular scale of salaries; and whether the Belgaum local
authority is one of them ;

(d) whether the incorporation of the head masters’ and assistant
masters’ allowances in the scale of salaries has been sanctioned in
the case of the Ahmedabad municipal local authority ? '

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (a).Yes.

(b) The matter is under consideration.

(¢) Yes; no representation has been received from the Belgaum
District Local Board local authority.

(d) A consolidated scale of pay without head masters’ and lst
assistants’ allowances was sanctioned in April 1926 in the case of the
Abmedabad Municipality,

Dr. M. K. DIXIT : Has any other municipality asked for the sanction
of Government besides the Ahmedabad Municipality

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: Yes,

Dr. M. K, DIXIT: Has it been given?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: No.

Dr, M. K. DIXIT : May I know why the incorporation of the head
masters’ and assistant masters’ allowances in the scale of salaries has not
been sanctioned in the case of other municipalities ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD ‘I do not thmk
it will be sanctioned in any case in future,
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Dr. M. K. DIXIT: I am talking of the past.

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: If the honourable-
member requires the reason, I will find it out if he gives me notice,

Civit DisoBEDIENCE MOVEMENT : LoSS RESULTING FROM CLASH
- witH PoLIcE.

Rao. Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District): Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state whether there has been any loss of life or
property to the police on account of clash between them and the people-
ag.a result of civil disobedience movement ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: Three Head Constables and
‘two Constables lost their lives. A statement is attached showing the
extent of the loss of, or damage to, police property.

Statement showing the extent of the loss of, or damage lo, police properly on account of
. clash between them and the people as & vesult of civil disobedience movement.

. ' Government Private

Dwtnct property property ' Total
Rs.. ap | Rs & p. Rs, s p.
West Khandesh . . 340 340
Poona . ” . 18600 40 0 0 26 0 0
Sholapur .. . . 3977 5 8 | 245313 6 | 6431 3 2
Kolaba - w 9279 279
Karachi - .- . o9 211 9
City of Bombay | . .l 85700 3 ¢ 0 587 0 O
Total .. 488813 2 | 252313 6 | 741210 8

Lrovp Barrack: ExrExDITURE ON BuiLpives.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Wil
Government be pleased to state with Teference to paragraph 43, page
24, of the report by Sir Visvesvaraya on the Lloyd Barrage and Canals
Construction— - )

(1) whether the original provision for buildings was Rs. 6485 lakhs ;

* -+ (2) whether the revised recapitulation contains an increased expendi--

ture of Rs. 87°61 lakhs; L '

(3) whether the excessis in the Barrage and Rohri Canal circles;

(4) whether they agree with the experts that it is *high”, i..
instead of 3 per cent. it is 662 per cent. on works;

(5) whether they have stopped all further expenditure on this
head as urged by the experts at the end of the paragraph ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: (1), (2) and (3) Yes.
(4) No. - o
(5) No. . Buildings which are considered absolutely necessary
are still being built but the provision made in the second revised
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recapitulation statement of the Lloyd Barrave and Canals scheme - will
not be exceeded. -

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu) Wlth referetrce to
the reply to my question {(4), may I ask Whether Govemment have ho
confidence in the expert committee ¢

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is hardly a question 0 ask.
Government is not bound by the opinion given by any committee
appointed by it. Government appoints & committee for the purpose of
giving it an expert opinion and Government is free to take any view which
1t likes.

Next question,

Lrovyp Barragt: Dramace anp Froop Prorective Bunps.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi- City): Will
Government be pleased to state with reference to paragraph 38, page 22,
of Sir Visvesvaraya’s report on the Lloyd Barrage a,nd Canalg
Construction—

(1) whether they are convinced after the last floods in Sind that
the natural formation of ground does not permit of any drainage ;

(2) whether they agree with the experts that prov1smn of draing
to carry away surface wateris an urgent necessity ”

. (3) whether they are aware that this absence of dramage facilities
will* cause waterlogging in addition to flooding of fields and towns
at times of heavy rainfall or spill from the river and consequently
affect the soil for producing crops ;

(4) whether there is & provision of Rs. 93 lakhs i in the Barrage
estimates for minor drainage ;

(8) if the answers to (1) to (4) areinthe affirmative, whether, :md
if so, when, they propose to construct drains ?

The Honourable 8ir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (1) The natural formation
of the country does permit: of drainage to a limited extent but usually
only at large capital expenditure.

(2) Yes, it is an urgent necessity in some localities but not evervwhere

(3) This question will be mvestlgated by the newly formed Research
Division, P

. (4) Provision for drainage of canal area apart from the Manchar
Drainage scheme is Rs, 50 lakhs. :
(5} The design of drainage works hag already been started

Lrovyp Barrace: ProcrEss 1N Romrr CANAL,

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased to state with reference to paragraphs 23 and 37,
pages 14 and 21, of Sir Visvesvaraya’s report on the Lloyd Barrage and
Canals Constructlon-

(1) the reasons why the cost of the Rohri Canal per cusec of canal
capacity is Rs. 5,258 while that for rice canal is only Rs, 1,943 ;
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(2) the reasons why the progress of excavation of the Rohri Canat
i3 43°5 per cent. while of the Right Bank Canals is 60 per cent. ;

- (3) whether the number of establishment and divisions is bncwet
in the Rohri Canal Circle than in any other circles ;

(4) whether Mr. 8. C. Mould, Superintending Engineer, is responsible-
for the progress and the cost of the Rohri Canal ;

(5) the grade and salary of Mr. 8. C. Mould "before j joining the
Barrage ;

{6) the grade and salary of Mr. 8. C. Mould in the Barrage;

(7) the qualification of Mr. S. C. Mould and his experience of such
perennial canal schemes before being promoted to the Barrage ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (1) There can be no
comparison between the cost per cusec of a perennial and that of a .
non-perennial canal as discharge for discharge the mileage of channels on
a perennial canal should be at least five times that on a non-perennial
canal such as the Rice Canal.

(2) The percentage of earthwork done till ‘end of December 1930
to the total to be done on the Rohri (anal and on the Right Banks is
812 per cent. and 85-4 per cent. respectively. It has to be borne in
mind that while the quantity of earthwork to be done in the Rohri Canal
Circle is 239 crores cft. that on the Right Bank Canals system is
194 crores cft. Moreover the quantity of earthwork done to end
>f December 1930 in the Rohri Canal Circle is 194-16 crores cft.

- while that completed on the Right Bank Canals system is 16570
crores cft.

(3) Yes.

(4) Yes.

(5) Executive Engineer, salary Rs. 1,475 (ie. Pay Rs. 1,150 plus
Technical pay Rs. 75 plus Overseas pay Rs. 250) per mensem.

(6) Temporary Superintending Engineer, salary Rs. 2,487 (i.e. Pay
Rs. 2,150 plus Overseas pay Rs. 177 plus special pay Rs. 160) per
- mensem. . '

(7) Mr. Mould is a B.A. of Cambridge University. He took his degree
in the Engineering Faculty. He had 3 very successful career and was
a Wrangler, a very high distinction. From April 1905 to March 1908
he was on the Jamrao Canal dealing with perennial irrigation matters.
From 1908 to 1913 and again from 1914 to 1923 he was employed on
Deccan Perennial irrigation works. In the Deccan he was in charge of |
-a district where large construction work was in progress.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu) : What is the reason

of this difference in the progress of work in the two circles ?

" The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUQSAI\ It is in accordance w1th
the programme.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH But why this dlﬁerence’!
The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Each case should

be treated on its merits. We will finish the whole work within the time
. that we have fixed for its completion.
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Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : I understand that Mr. Mould
is & Barrister. c

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: That is an additional
qualification. .

Lroyp Barrace: Workmng CosT oF CaNALS.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased to state with reference to paragraph 86, page 46,
of the report by Sir Visvesvaraya on the Lloyd Barrage and Canals
Construction— , _

(1) whether they agree with the experts that the working cost of
nearly Rs. 1-4-0 estimated is too little and that it will be nearly

Rs. 2-12-0 per acre ; )

(2) if so, what will be the difference in net returns and its effect on
project results ? '

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (1) As per latest estimates
the working cost will be Rs. 293 per acre in the first year of opening of
the canals and as the area develops it will drop eventually to about
Rs. 1'42 per acre. :

(2) There will be no appreciable difference.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu): Do Government
guarantee that the cost will not exceed these latest figures ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: That is our present
estimate. :

L1oyp BARRAGE : WORKING YEAR AND LAND SALES.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased to state, with reference to paragraph 86, page 46,
of the report by Sir Visvesvaraya on the Lloyd Barrage and Canals
Construction, whether the final proposals and estimates to start working
the project in May of 1932 and to realize Rs, 10 crores from the land sales
respectively will be attained ¢ :

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Yes,

Lroyp Barrace : Cost.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased to state, with reference to paragraphs 70 to 71,
page 38, of the Report by Sir Visvesvaraya on the Lloyd Barrage and
Canals Construction— ) :

(1) whether the final revised cost of the Barrage project without
interest charges is Rs. 2109 less salvage of Rs. 105 crores ;

(2) whether the excess of Rs. 169 lakhs on original estimates after
the actual construction of 44 per cent. works will not be exceeded again ;

(3) whether Government propose to omit any works as suggested
by the experts ; .

{4) if 8o, the names of such works with their costs ?
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The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: (1) No. The salvage
value expected is Rs. 78-54 lakhs. Excluding this, the final revised
cost of the Barrage Project without interest charges is Rs. 2003
crores.

(2) and (3) No.

-(4) Does not arise.

'Lioyp BarraGR : MasoNRY aND CEMENT ARCHES.

Mr. HAJT MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): (1) Will
Government be pleased to state with reference to paragraph 27, page 16,
of the Report of Sir Visvesvaraya on the Lloyd Barrage and Canals
Construction, whether they consider the reasons given for the change
from stone masonry arches to cement arches to be adequate ?

, (2) Isit a fact that the change was introduced because the actual costs
of stone arches had gone up to as much as 2 to 3 times the cost estimated
by Mr. Musto ? '

(3) Isit a fact that Mr. Musto had, after very thorough investigation
and experiments, shown in the original project report of 1919 that the
factor of safety provided by stone arches was quite sufficient ?

(4) What are his (Mr. Musto’s) reasons for rejecting stone arches 2

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: (1) Yes.

12) No. :

(3) More detailed investigations have been carried out since the project
was commenced and the stone has proved to be of doubtful quality for
the purpose required,

(4) Mr. Musto bas no power to reject arches of any sort.

Lroyp Barrace : Borrow Pr1s v BEps o Canals,

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased to state—
(¢) whether at the commencement of the Lloyd Barrage Project
- work borrow pits were being dug in the beds of canals; :

(6) whether the Chief Engineer, Lloyd Barrage, had some time ago
issued orders stopping the digging of borrow pits in beds of canals
or distributaries ; .

(c) whether it is a fact that those orders were countermanded by the
Acting Chief Engineer, and, if so, the reagons therefor ;

(d) whether they have now stopped the digging of borrow pits in
the beds of canals ? SRR A

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (g) Yes. -
() to (d) No.

 LLovp BaRRAGE Sta¥F : Mustivs axp Non-MosLrus,

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Wil
Government be pleased to state—
(1) the number of Muslim and non-Muslim clerks in the service
of the Barrage Department ; ]
(2) how many of them, Muslims and non-Muslims, are permanent
and how many of them are temporary ?
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The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (1) 122 Mlislim$ a'nd
358 non-Muslims.
(2) The number of Muslims and non-Muslims, permanent and -
temporary, are i—
Permanent. Temporary,
Muslims . . .. 3 119
Non-Muslims .. . L2 335

Mr, HAJT MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu): Are Government
trying to increase the number of Muslims ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : We are always trying to
increase their pumber, We have asked the Sind Mubammadan
Association, which is the representative body of the Muhammadans of
Sind, to send the names of their candidates; but they have never sent
us the name of any candidate. If they send anybody’s name, they ask
for travelling allowance for coming befoxe us.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOQCH : Wilt Govemment consider
the question of asking me about candidates for any posts falling vacant ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : If the honourable member
forms an association and gets elected as its president and the Mubam-
madans agree to that association, we will most certainly consider any
names sent by him,

Mr. HAJT MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : The Smd Muhammadan
Association is sleeping.

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Government are not
responsible for it.

STATIONERY AND PRINTING DEPARTMENT : CLEREKS.

Rao Babadur 8. K. BOLE: Will Government be pleased to
state—

(¢) how many posts there are in the clerical estabhshment of the
Stationery Office, Government Central Press end the Yeravda Prison
Press of the following classes :—

(1) Head Clerks,

(2) Selection Grade appointments other than the ordinary clerical
grade,

(3) Posts carrying duty allowances ;
(¢} who the present occupants of each of these posts are and

(1) The length of services of these respective occupants,

(2) Who are appointed to act in these posts during temporary
leave vacancies ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that with the exception of 2 Christians all .
of these posts are occupied by Brahmins ;

(d) if so, whether Government have issued orders not to promote
non-Brahmins to anv of these posts ;

(¢) if not, whether the claims of non-Brahmins have been
disregarded in this particular Department, and if so, the reasons
therefor ?
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The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (o) and () The
accompanying statement furnishes the information required by the
Honourable Member.

(¢) Yes, regarding the Stationery Office and Yeravda Pnson Press.
No, regarding the Government Central Press.

(@) No. ‘

(¢) Promotions have been made with due regard to the claims of all
classes of clerks on the establishment. The Superintendent, Government
Printing and Stationery, has been asked to pay special attention to the
claims of non-Brahmins in cases where they can be promoted without
injustice to other members of the establishment.

Stationery Office (including the establishment for Government Book Depot).
(@) (1) l Head Clerk (Statio Office).
1 Head o

Clerk (ijc Govemment Book Depét).
(2) Nil
(3) 3.
‘ Length of service.
© (6) (1) Mr. V., L. Phadke (Head Clezk, Stanoner%oo .. 26 years.
: Mr. G. Lopez (Head Clerk, Govemment k Depdt) 20,
Mr, D. G. Bhave 19 ,
Mr. J. N. Bhide Clerksmrecexpt of duty allowance. {12 . ,,
Mr, A, Pimento 30
(2) Following clerks acted tzmporan]y in these posts during the last two years :——
Mr. D. G. Bhave as Head Clerk, Stationery Office.
Mr. D. V. Naik as Head Clerk, Government Book Depot.
Mr. N. 8. Savant as Head Clerk, Government Book Dep6t.
Mr. S. L. Trilokekar for Mr. D. G. Bhave.
Government Central Press, Bombay.
@ M1 Head Clerk.
@) 2 .
(3) 6 Posts. Length of service,
(%) (1) Mr. B.J.Rege, Head Clerk .. .- .. 16 years.
Mr. K. B. Boda.s, Accountant. . o 18,
Mr. D. A. Puranik, Estsbhshment Clerk .19,
Mr. V.B. D‘Souza, Head Computor .. . ®
Mr. N. K. Joshi, Work Order Clerk - L2,
Mr. 8. B. Patwardhan, Despatch Clerk .. .o,
Mr.D. A Nijsure, Bill Clerk . PP (1
Mr. G. D. Wadke, General Stom Keeper . 5
Mr. S. G. Soman, Cashier .. .. 8 ..
(2) Mr. D. M. Muley acted as Head Computor
Mr. P. D. Dhapkar acted as Bill Clerk.
Mr., K. T. Ranade acted as Head Computor.

Ymvda Prison Press.
(s) (l) 1 llfead Clerk.

(3) Nil
{0 (1) Mr. D.S. Jovn]bhr, Head Clerk—14 yesrs.
(2) Mr. V. N. Gosavn, acted as Head Clerk.
Mr B. R. Soman, acted as Head Clerk.

Rao Bahadur S. K. BOLE : As regards answer to (b), I would like
to know what is the pay and allowance of Mr. A. Pimento and the
pay and allowance of Mr. D. G. Bhave and Mr. J. N \. Bhide.

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: If the honourable
member gives notice, I will procure the information for him.
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Assistant MaNacER, GovErnMENT CENTRAL PRESS : HOUSE RENT.

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE: With reference to the replies given
by Government and printed in the Legislative Council Debates, Volume 29,
page 771, will Government be pleased to state— '

(a) why a certificate to the effect that Mr. Joshi was living within
one mile from the Press was subjoined to Mr. Joshi’s house rent
bills when it was within the discretionary powers of the Superintendent,
Government Printing and Stationery, to grant the highest amount
of house rent admissible under the Government order sanctioning
the said house rent allowance ; . .

(b) who was responsible for-this certificate, how often it was
repeated and the total amount drawn on bills bearing this certificate ;

{c) whether the Accountant General who passes these bills was
aware of the nature of the certificate when he passed the bills for
payment ¢ ' .

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (¢) The certificate
attached to the FEstablishment bills in support of Mr. Joshi’s
house rent did not vouch that he lived within a mile of the Press.

(b) and (c) Do not arise.

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : When the certificate did not vouch that
the assistant manager lived within a mile of the press, did the Accoun-
tant General pass the highest amount of rent admissible to Mr. Joshi of
his own accord ? ' :

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I want notice.

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : Will copies of the certificates and house
rent bills be placed on the Council table ? o
The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: I do not think that
course will serve any good purpose, -
Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE: They will show how the assistant
manager, though he was living outside the one mile limit, was drawing
double house rent allowance. ‘ '
_ The Honourable 8ir GHULAM HUSSAIN : If notice of the question
15 given, I will supply all the information which the honourable member
requires. S
- Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : Will Government be pleased to place on
the Council table all the house rent bills ? '

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: All the information
contained in the bills will be supplied.

Prinrivg Press : CLERKS UNDER Mz, Josar,

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE: (a) Will Government be pleased
to give a statement of the clerks who resigned, retired prematurely
or were dismissed owing to various reasons during the time when
Mr. M. V. Joshi was Assistant Manager at Yeravda Prison Press till
he resumed duties as the Assistant Manager, Government Central Press,
Bombay ? ‘
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(5) Will Government be pleased to give a similar statement of the
<lerks who resigned, retired prematurely or were dismissed owing to
various reasons from the time Mr. M. V. Joshi took up duties at the
Government Central Press up till now ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : () and (b) The alccom—
"panying statements A and B give the information. .

A

- Statement showing the mames of clerks whose services ol the Yeravds Prison Press
terminated or were terminaled during the period from 12k August 1914 to 11th May 1925,
during which Mr. M. V. Joshi was the Assistant Manager, Yeracda Prison Press.

Reason for termination of the

No. Name of the clerk appointment
1 | Mr. A, H. Sonatake . . ! Resigned. .
2 | Mr. K. A. Pan ure .. .. Resigned.
3 | Mr. G. X. Dani . .. Resigned.
4 | Mr_ A R. Desai . -] Went away without notice.
5 | Mr. C. D. Gojarathi | Resiged.
6 | Mr, 8. A. Kulksrni .| Resigned.
7 | Mr. D. N. Palshikar .. ..! Resigned.
8 |2r. §. B. Raje . ..! Resigned.
.9 | Mr.P. W, Bapat .. ..! Resigned, served only for 4 days.
10 | Mr. B. P. Salvi - .| Resigned.
11 | Mr. N. Y. Varadkar . ... Resigned.
12 | Mr. Shaikh Md. Abdullah - - Resigned.
13 | Mr. H. A. Brahme . ..! Served only for a day and did not turn
©up.
13-Ai Mr. V. V. Namjoshi . .+ Resigned.
14 | Mr. S.P. Joshi - -~ Resigned. :
15 | Mr. A. B. Deshpande . ..1 Absent and services dispensed with,
16 ! Mr. K. M. Deshpande . .+) Resigned.
17 | Mr. D, G. Mulay - .j Resigned to join Arts College.
18 | Mr. G. D. Shirke . .| Services dispensed with.
19 | 3r.R. J. Mulay . -1 Services dispensed with,
20 | Mr. N. G. Joshi . ..I Absent and services dispensed with.
21 | Mr, T.R. Ghatpande ., ... Served only for a day and did not
{ turm up.
22 | Mr. G. K. Gokhale . .. Resimed, ILeft servics without
! orders.
23 | Mr.P.Y. Potnis . .-} Resigned. . )
24 | Mr. G. K. Deshpande . . L Resigned. Left service  without
orders.
25 | Mr.C.B.Udas . ..! Resigned owing to some accidental
and unavoidable reasons.
26 | Mr. K. C. Gorde ..! Services dispensed withs
27 | Mr.B. H. Deo . .. Services dispensed with.
28 | Mr. B.R. Kulkami .. ... Resigned. ‘
29 | Mr. V. R. Amolik . *.. Services dispensed with.
30 | Mr, G. A. Bhagwat - ... Resigned.
31 | Mr. X, R. Kulbkarni . ... Resigned.
32 | Mr. A X. Karve - -, Resigned.
© 33 | Mr.P.B. Datar . -." Resigned. .
34 | Mr. 8. G. Date ..} Services dispensed with.
35 | Mr. Y. H Kolkami .. .| Resigned. ]
36 | Mr. G. R, Joshi -- ..; Resigned owing to sickness,
37 | Mr. R. P. Kanade . .., Services dispensed with. .
© 38 | Nr.G. W. Phadke . .. Services dispensed with owing to

mnsatisfactory work.
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Reasons for termination of the

No. Name of the clerk appointment

39 | Mr. K. K. Raut .| Services dispensed with, !

40 | Mr. P. G. Bhide . ++| Besigned. ' ‘

41 | Mr. G, L. Joshi ..| Resigned.

42 | Mr. V. J. Gupte . ++| Resigned. '

43 | Mr. D. K. Kulkarni ++| Resigned and left without notice.

44 | Mr. S. A, Atre . ..| Resigned. .

45 | Mr. P. M. Mundle . +| Services dispensed with. L

46 | Mr. M. B. Shete .| Resigned on accomnt of bad health..

47 | Mr. X. B. Sathe «+| Left without intimation.

48 | Mr. N. 8. Kawalgikar .+| Resigned. He wae an ex-convict..
He stated that the service was not-
suitable with respect to his health-
and the education of his children..

49 | Mr. B. G. Upadhye .| Resigned owing to fatigue of coming
from Poona. : o

50 | Mr, A, G. Ghodke «.| Services dispensed with as he stayed
away.

51 | Mr, 8, C. Paranjpe - .o Serv'icyes dispensed with.

52 | Mr. D. D. Ghate . .| Services dispensed with as he stayed
away without intimation, '

63 | Mr. V. N. Behre +«| Services dispensed with- owing ~ to-
frequent absence. ‘

54 | Mr. 8. Venkstramayya . .| Left without notice. -

85 | Mr. Y.S. Joshi .. «+| Resigned. : ‘

66 | Mr. N. 8. Datir . ..| Services dispensed with, He wanted.
permismion to attend at 10 a.m.
instead of at 8 8.1, owing to weakness
and he was given & month’s notice,
but he stayed away before the expiry-
of the period of notice.

67 | Mr. 8. G. Gramopadhye .. ++| Not ascertainable.

58 | Mr. B, D. Sangamnerkar .. .»| Resigned owing to his father's sick--
ness, He was required to go to his

. native place,

59 .| Mr. A, Aron «+| Resigned being unable to walk the. .
distance from Poona fo. Yeravda.,

60 | Mr. G. L. Joglekar «| Resigned.

61 | Mr. B. R. Puranik +i Resigned to take up an appointment .
in the office of the Controller of
Military Accounts, Poona. .

62 | Mr. B. A. Gupte - .| Resigned. -

63 | Mr. M. W, Deshmukh ., +| Resigned, Reeignation accepted by
the  Superintendent, Governnent.
Printing, Poona.

64 | Mr.J. 8. Supekar ++| Transferred to Composing Establish-.
ment. ’

66 | Mr. H. C. Bhawe . ++| Resipned.

66 | Mr, G. M. Tole . ++] Resigned.

67 | Mr. D. R. Athawle .. .| Resigned. He was feeling weak owing_ .

. . to frequent attacks of low fever. °

68 | Mr. R. B. Thite . .| Resigned owing to illness.

69 | Mr. V. B. Thosar . .| Resigned being unable to suffer the-
trouble in attending office owing

) to old ege. '
70 | Me. D. V. Shaligram .. ++| Borvices dispensed with for oonti-
i nuous absence owing to sickness.
71 | Mr. 8. R. Dabade .

Services dispensed with as he stayed
away from 5th December 1921 with~
out intimation to office,
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. No. * Name of the clerk
72 | Mr. M. S, Pethkar .
73 | Mr. R. G. Kelkar -
74 | Mr, N. A, Deshmukh .
76 | Mr. D. N. Dongre .
76 | Mr. Durgs Prasad Varma ..

. 77 | Mr.G.P. Anagarkar ..
" 78 | Mr.S.M.Thouwkar ..
79 | Mr.S. B. Bodhak
80 | Mr. B. B, Sawant .
81 | Mr. B. H. Tamboli .
82 | Mr. B. 8, Makasare .
83 | Mr. Shaikh Md. Abdul K...

_ 84 | Mr. 8. V. Deshpande .
85 { Mr. J. 8. Shukla C .
86 | Mr.S.V, Dole .
87 | Mr. G. H. Bhide .
88 | Mr. G. B, Salvekar ..
§9 | Mr. D. N. Sathye
90 ! Mr. Y. B. Subhedar
91 | Mr. V. B, Pathak

.92 | Mr. M, B. Desai

L]
Reason for termination of the
| appointment

. Services dispensed with owing to his

| continued abeence owing to sickn
. from 30th December 1921.

s

.. Resigned as the working condition

told upon his health.
, Resigned. He was advised by a
* ‘medical practitioner not to walk the
| distance from Poona to Yeravda.

.., Resigned on account of distance from

! Poona to Yeravds. No boarding
| sarrangement to suit and thus the
| service was inconvenient. .

..! Services dispensed with a3 he absented

-».! Services disp

{ himself without notice.
d with as be absented
| himself from lst August 1922.

-+| Resigned.
.+1 Services dispensed with.
.. Transferred to compositors’ establish-

| ment from where he resigned on

! 8th November 1922. :

Services dispensed with.

Services dispensed with.

Services dispensed with.

Resigned on account of sickness.

Resigned.

Resigned owing to sickness in the
family.

Resigned being unable to attend from
Poona.

Services dispensed with.

.| Services dispensed with as his work

was not satisfactory.

.| Services dispensed with as his work

was not satisfactory.

.| Services dispensed with.
.| Services dispensed with.

Statement showing the names of clerks whose services al the Government Central Press,
Bombay, terminated since May 1925, when Mr. Joshi was transferved to Bombay.

Reason for termination of the

No. Name of the clerk appointment

1 | Mr.N. B, Kalekar . .. Resigned from 4th July 1925.

2 | Mr. M. 8. Mehta . . Invalided on 10th September 1925,

3 | Mr. 8. G. Edgaonkar .. .| Resigned from 11th March 1926 due
| to bad health. .

4 | Mr. G. K, Soman " ..i Invalided on 9th April 1926.

5 | Mr. 8. K. Daptardar ..! Invalided on 4th June 1928,

6 | Mr. Shankar Vithoba ... Invalided on 20th August 1926,

7 | Mr. N. G. Mhatre .| Resigned from 16th November 1926 to

rejoin College, * .
8 | Mr. S. B. Shukla .| Resigned from 16th June 1828 to join

a more lucrative post elsewhere.
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Rao Bahadur S. K. BOLE: What is the number of clerks in fhe
Yeravda Printing Press ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The honourable member
will realise the difficulty of remembering the number of the various
clerks in the various branches of the press. A

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : Isit about 15?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I cannot say.

Rao Bahadur S. K. BOLE: Are Government aware that some of
these clerks have put in 20 years’ service ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : May be.

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI :-May I know why there have been so
many resignations and whether Government see any grounds in that to
order & general enquiry into the conduct of the person concerned ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The honourable member
should realise that they did not resign simultaneously, If they had
done so, then Government might have made an enquiry. The clerks
resigned at different times. One may have resigned after one month
and another after two years and so on during the long period of
11 years.

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : Is there any truth in the report that the
assistant manager used to ask as commission a certain percentage from
the salaries of clerks and used to harass.......

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That question cannot be allowed

- Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI : Do not Government think that when
there are so many resignations there must be something about the man
who is managing these clerks ? .

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : There might be some-

thing wrong with the persons who resigned. They might be getting
better pay elsewhere,

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI: Will enquiry be made ?
The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Not necessarily.

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : Does Government intend to institute an
enquiry into the matter of the allegations that are made against
the assistanit manager ¢ One of them I have just now made. -

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That allegation cannot be said .
to have been made when it is ruled out of order here.
Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : But, Sir, I have already made it here.
The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Next question.
PesawA Darran: CLASSIFICATION OF PuBLICATION.

Rao Bahadur 8. K. BOLE : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether the selections from Peshwa Daftar recently published
by Government have been priced as ordinary publications or special
publications ;

(b) if they are priced as special publications the reasons for such
classification
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(c) what would have been the price if these publications had been
classed a8 ordinary Government publications ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a) The selections are bemv
priced as special publications.

(b) These selections are not of the nature of ordinary Government
publications.

(¢) The figures have been worked out for selection No. 1, the price
charged for which is based on full cost and is 13 annas. If it were
charoed for as an ordinary Government publication composition and

make—ready charges would be omitted and the price thereby reduced
to 5 annas.

Rao Bahadur S. K. BOLE Would not many persons have bought
these publicatiouns if they had been sold as Government pubhcatlons ?

* The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is hypothetical.
Warer SverLy, Istaneur.

Khan Bahadur D. B. COOPER (Satara) Will Government
please state— :
(a) in what year the Islampur Water Supply scheme was first placed
. before them ;
{b) whether any action was then, or has since been, taken to put
- the scheme into operation ;
(¢} whether any revised scheme has been, or now is, submitted to
Government ;
(d) when it is expected that the scheme will be in full operation ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL : () 1915.
(%) No, since the project had to be abandoned on financial grounds
as the Municipality even with a 50 per cent. grant-in-aid from Govern-
_ment was unable to carry it out.
(¢) and (d) Yes, but as the gross estimated cost of the scheme is
Rs. 5,42,690 and Government are unable at present to give the financial
" assistance agked for, the Superintending Engineer, Public Health, has
. been asked to re-submit the propossl when the financial su:uatxou
1mpr.oves

-—

Water DIviNer’s DEPARTMENT : EXPENDITCRE.

Khan Bahadur D. B. COOPER (Satara): Will Government be
pleased  to state what were the total amounts spent annually on
“maintaining the Department of Major Pogson, the Water Diviner, from
the date of his appointment until his Department was abolished ?
"The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The following expenditure
was incurred on this account :—

. Year. Amount.
v ; : Rs.
1925-26 .. . .- .. 23,112
1926-27 .. .. .. .. 42569
192798 .. Lo .. .. 41855
1928-29 .. .. .. .. 30,175

1929-30 .. .. . ..~ 38,580
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Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE : I would like to know whether io
such cases where there have been failures, refunds have been granted to
the people concerned.

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : T want riotice of that questlon

EpucatioNaL PoLicy : WASTAGE.

Khan Bahadur D. B. COOPER (Satara): Will Governmentt be
pleased to state— - e

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to the article which
appeared in the “ Times of India ”, dated the 19th November 1930,
written by Mr. Dmshaw M. Mehta calling “ Education in Bombay
a profitless Policy ” -

(b) have Government taken any steps or action in order to prevent -
the wastage referred to in the article quoted ;

(c) if the reply to (b) is in the negative, whether Government propose
to take any action hereafter in the matter ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AH.MAD (o) Yes
(b) Yes.

(¢) Does not arise.

v
tod

Taxavi LoaNS AND LAND REVENUE AssESSMENT IN THAR PARKAR
DistrIcT, :

Khan Bahadur GHULAM NABI SHAH {Thar Pa.rkar Dlstnct) :
Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether the landholders of Thar Parkar District are indebted to
Government to the extent of Rs. 40,00,000 as arrears of takavi loans
and land revenue assessment ;

(b) whether those landholders are also inidebted to the Zamindari
Bank, Mirpurkhas, and the District Central Co-operative Bank,
erpuxkhas ;

(¢) whether for the last four years there has been continued failure
of crops on account of heavy rainfalls, floods, locusts, ete. ;

(d) whether the prices of agricultural products have fallen;

(¢) whether, in view of clauses (a) to () above, they intend to allow
the zamindars of the Thar Parkar District to pay up their debts to
them (Government) in instalments spreading over 20 years;

(f) if not, the reasons therefor %

The Honourable Mr. W, F. HUDSON : (¢) Takavi outstanding against
agriculturists at the end of the takavi year ending 30th September 1930
was Rs. 25,31,599, while the arrears of land revenue outstanding at the
end of the revenue year ending 31st July 1930 amounted to Rs. 3,90,810.

(b) Bome of the landholders are indebted to the Zammdan Bank
Mirpurkhas. The District Central Co-operative Bank, Mirpurkhas,
gives loans to co-operative societies and not to individuals who have no
deposits in the Bank.

(c) Yes, but these affected different parts of the district in varymo

_degrees.
{d) Yes, this year,
(e) No. -
Mo Hb 44—2
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(f) Government have already rendered generous assistance to agri-
culturists of the Thar Parkar District. Owing to damages caused by the
floods, help was given to them in the form of grants for gratuitous relief,
takavi loans on a liberal scale, concession in the rate of interest and in
the periods fixed for repayment, free grants of timber from forests and

-Government waste lands and the concession of free pasturage in forests
and other Government lands. Postponements of land revenue and takavi
arrears have also been granted liberally to the khatedars from time to
time. Recently Government have sanctioned a special remission of
2 annagin a rupee in the assessment this year in the talukas of Mirpurkhas,
Digri, Jamesabad, Samaro, Sanghar and Khipro of this district,
As the honourable member is doubtless well aware, very much larger
and special remissions have now been granted to the Thar Parkar
district.

Khan Bahadur M. A, KHU'HRO Is Government aware that it is
not possible for these people to pay all this sum of about 30 lakhs
immediatély next year or in the course of the one thereafter ?

The Honourable Mr. W. ¥, HUDSON : They are not being asked to
pay all this now. I cannot say about future years.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : What sbout the instalments ? Are
they in contemplation ?

The Honourable Mr, W, F, HUDSON : I must ask for notice. I can-

not carry all these different rules in my head, but every possible
consideration is being shown to the zamindars of Thar Parkar,

CAUSEWAY OVER THE BEXNT Nara River.

M V. N. JOG (Dharwar District) : Will Government be pleased
to state— :

(1) whether they are aware that the Benni Nala river between
Navalgund and Nargund i in the Dharwar District on the Hubli Bijapur-
Sholapur Road is not bridged ;-

(2) whether they are aware that-traﬁ'ic is held up in the monsoon on
this account ;

(3) whether they intend to take any steps in the matter ? ?

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI: (1) Yes.
(2) Yes.

(3) The work hos been included in the programme of communication
works to be financed from the Petrol Tax Fund during the year 1931-32.
Tt will be taken in hand when the programme has been approved by the
Government of India.

Ar. V. N.JOG : Is it Likely the programme will be approved eaxly by
the Indian Road Board ?

The Honoursble Dewsa Bahadur §. T. KAMBIL: If the Road
" Conference is meant by the honourable member, then it is expected to -
meet at Simla in September next to consider the programme,
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GOVERNMENT SERVANTS : Boupay City : ScALEs oF Pay.

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District): Will Government be pleased
to state— ' . . . .- . : -
(1) whether it is a fact that a distinction is made by the Bombay
Government in sanctioning the scale of pay to graduates in the offices
of the city of Borabay and in the Civil Secretariat; i
(2) whether it is also followed in the case of matriculates ;
(8) if s0, the reasons for having such a distinction ; L
{4) whether Government intend to keep the distinction in t}he new

Yy
"

scales to be introduced ? , ‘ o
The Honoursble Sir G. B. PRADHAN: (1) Yes.- s
(2) Yes. P I TR TIN |
(3) Work in the Secretariat is of a different nature and is more arduou;I
and exacting. . PR
(4) Yes. -

PourticAL PrIsONERS : TREATMENT IN JAIL.- - - ..

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Satara): (a) Will Government be
pleased to state whether they had made any inquiry into the complaints
of released political prisoners in regard to their treatment in Jails in the
Bombay Presidency ? \

() If s0, what steps Government have taken or intend to take to remedy
the grievances ‘ v ' o

{c) Has the attention of Government been drawn to.the constitution
of 2 Committee by the Social Service League to make investigations in the
matter ¢ - S

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (¢) No such complaints were
made to Government. The Honourable Member presumably refers’
to complaints which were made through the msdium of the Press.
Government do not recognise any obligation on them to enquire into
complaints made in this manner. They have made enquiries in some of
the cases in question where the allegations were sufficiently precise and
were not mere repetitions of allegations which had already been enquired
into. ‘ : : :

(b) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the Govern-
ment Press Notes of the 16th and 29th August and the 17th October 1930
and the 26th February 1931, copies of which are placed on the Council
table. _ o

(c) Yes. : o
With the compliments of the - P35
Director of Information, Bombay, ‘ - 16-8-30

There have been recently & number of allegations in a certain section of the Press
regarding the treatment of political prisoners in the Thana Jail. A Correspondent
writing in the Bombay Chronicle of July 25th gave an account of the prisoners’ grievances
in the course of which he stated that the Jail contained 3 A class and more than 100
B class prisoners, that the food, which the prisoners were not allowed to supplement
at their own expense, supplied to the B class prisoners was unfit for human consumption
being unclean, badly cooked and insufficient in quantity, with the result that not a few
of the Satyagrahis had become emaciated beyond recognition and that dysentery had
become the order of the day. He further alleged that the prisoners are confined in ill-
ventilated reeking cells, given insufficient and torn clothing and are not allowed the use
of mosquito curtains and also made disgusting accusations regarding the sanitary
arrangements, v

%0 Hb 44—2a
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How far his statement is from the truth is shown by facts which have emerged on
enquiry and by the remarks passed in the Visitors’ Book both by official and non-official
visitors of the Jail. In the first instance on the lat August there were 9 A clase prisoners
and 52 B class in the Thana Jail. The food, which is well cooked in a fiy-proof kitchen,
is the same for both classes of prisoners, the only difference in the arrangements being
that A class prisoners are allowed to purchase extra food at their own cost if they s0 desire,
On the 12th July Mr. 8. K. Wodeysr, Sub-divisional Magistrate, remarked in the Visitors®
Book that he had tasted the food eupplied to the B class prisoners and had found it quite
fresh snd on the 15th of the same month Dr. T. Wells and Mr. J. Karim, both non-official
visitors, wrote : * The C clasa prisoners complain about their food, The undersigned
examined the food and tasted it and found it satisfactory. We donot think the complaint
is justified.” Again on the 13th and 26th July Mr. Wodeysr wrote: “"The political
prisoners, A, B and C class are all happy now with sanitary arrangements specially made
for them recently by the Superintendent. C class political prisoners complain of grit
found in their breads. To-day I tasted the breads and found them alright. I was also
%leased to see the fresh food being sent to these prisoners in decent and clean pots.

class prisoners still request that they should not be locked up at night, though they are
informed the rules do not permit.” “ Political prisoners of all classes are now pleased with
the arrangements made for them. I wassurprised to read the  hronicle yesterday that
A class prisoners have not been eupplied with mosquito curtains. I have been seeing
their using mosquito curtains since my first visit in this month ; to-day also I see curtains
in all the cells of A class and some even in B class cells supplied at their cost, Tin-pots
have been provided for all seats in the latrines of A and B class. Hot milk and fresh food
are supplied to B class prisoners. No complaints from C class about grit in their breads
this time. Medical treatment given by the Civil Surgeon is quite satisfactory and the
prisoners appreciate that. They thank also the Superintendent and Jailor for heeding
their requests in time.” These remarks go to prove that the alleged grievances in regard
to food are without foundation and in fact enquiry in the Jail shows that the food issued
i8 of good quality and that fresh vegetables are supplied from the Jail garden. Asfor the
allegations regarding dysentery and emaciation of the prisoners, there have been only
8 cases of dysentery in the Jail, none of a serious nature and an inspection of the weight
charts of the prisoners shows that the majority of them have gained weight since their
sdmission. The 5 cases of dysentery were due to the monscon and not to the quality
of the food. The cells are propetly ventilated by two windows in addition to a barred
door and the sanitary arrangements, which are the subject of constant supervision by
the Jail anthorities, are adequate. The prisoners are supplied with sufficient clothing
which is new and clean and which has been specially made for these political prisoners,
Witk the compliments of the P-326
- Director of Information, Bombay. 29-8-30

¢

. Alleged 1U-treatment of Prisoners after release.

The edition of the * Kesari ” published on the 16th Angust contained an article headed
€ When will this zulum be redressed 2" which states that when certain prisoners were
released from Yeravda Jail on the 9th August they were re-arrested, dragged into the
jail again, severely beaten and then confined in s cell for three or four hours merely
because they uttered a victory cry in the name of SI¥. Gandhi. )

An enquiry has been made into the circumstances of the release of the prisoners in
question and it shows that the * Kesari ” story is a tissue of lies and falsehoods. On the
9th August sixteen prisoners were due for release and they were taken outside the prison
under the usual escort to proceed to the railway station. Assoon as they were outside
the jail they commenced to shout snd to create a disturbance. The Superintendent of the
Jail thereupon ordered them to be put in the dock at the foot of his office stairs pending
the departure of their train for Ahmednagar and arranged for them to be released in
couples to avoid any further trouble. They were not taken inside the inner gate nor
were they beaten. The Superintendent passed by and saw them several times while
they were in the dock and they made no complaint whatsoever to him. To anyone who
knows the jail it is impossible to believe that any jail official would attempt to béat or
ill-treat any prisoner in ench a public place as the dock which is next to the public sales
room, the offices and the public roadway. .

Witk the compliments of the P—391
Director of Information, Bombay, - 17-10-30
- In 8 report of the proceedings of the Bombay Maunicipal Corporation meeting held on
Monday last which appeared in the Bombay Chronicle dated the 14th October Mr. B. X,
Mehisheri ia stated to have said that during the twelve days he spent in Arthur Road Jail
-he Jost five pounds in weight and that the food supplied to the prisoners was so bad that
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it was unfit even for animal eonsumption, and also that the sanitary arrangements were
deplorable, the latrines in the Jail being in such a filthy condition that he had to request
the Superintendent to make use of phenyle. : '
Against the allegations made by Mr. Mehisheri regarding his loss of weight we have the
weight chart recorded in his History Ticket maintained during hisstay in jail. The
chart shows that on admission to jail on the 15th May last he weighed 109 Ios., on his
transfer from Nasik Road Central Jail to Arthur Road on 29th September he weighed
125 1bs, and that on his release on the 13th of this month, the day of the meeting, he
weighed 124 lbs. A touch of comedy is given to the story by the fact that while in the
Arthur Road Jail Mr. Mehisheri was seen doing physical exercises which he explained to
the jailor were reducing exercises carried out as his weight had increased too much.

The truth of the remainder of Mr. Mehisheri’s statements may well be judged from the
obvions unreliability of his allegation regarding his weight and it suffices to say that the
latrines in the Arthur Road Jail are all on the fushing system, are absolutely sanitary,
and are always kept scrupulously clean.

With the complimenls of the i T ' ' _P—69
Director of Information, Bombay. 26-2-31

Letters have appeared in the Press from a Mr. R. D. Baliwala purporting to recount
his experiences at Visapur Jail. These letters are full of inaccuracies. In the first place
Mr. Baliwala states that on arrival at Visapur hefound “ an army of policemen armed with
lathis waiting near the Jail gate to give us a * warm* reception.” Infact, no policemen
are employed in any Jail. He is evidently referring to warders and the latter did not
dash upon the party and abuse or assault or threaten the prisoners, It is absolutely
untrue to say that any prisoner was deprived of his sacred thread or his religious books.
Nothing of the kind has ever oceurred at Visapur. $he statement that politicals are
“ taken out in the sun and subjected to all sorta of tortures * is a pure invention. The
majority of the prisoners are employed on road making and cleaning prison premises in
general, which includes the sweeping of barracks and yards. Nor is it true to say thab
prisoners are made to carry a load of more than 2 maunds on their heads, The maximum
weight carried never exceeds 8 to 10 lbs. at the most. ' .

Apother instance of the writer's inaccuracy is found' in his statement that
400 Batyagrahis resorted to hunger strike because of the * horrible ” food. The writer
appears to have been in Visapur Jail from the 27th November to the 26th December 1930,
During the period of his stay there was not a single hunger strike ; so his story that “ 75
strikers were made to sit on their toes the whole night from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. and even
drinking water was denied to them,” is obviously untrue. It is true that Dr. Jani was
given & separate cell but this was because he was suffering from a skin disease and nob
because he went on hunger strike. The writer also complains that the water is “ very
bad and dangerous for human use ”, The water supplied to prisoners is the same as that
supplied to the staff and is perfecily fit todrink. The writer also says that when he left
Visapur about 150 politicals were undergoing fetters. The truth is that there has never
been more than a dozen prisoners in fetters at any time. The barracks are well
ve;)ﬁtil'abed and quite fit for habitation anl the clothing and bedding is more than
sufficient, .

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : With regard to (c) “ Has the a"ote'ntion
of Government been drawn to the constitution of a Committee by the
Social Service League to make investigations in the matter,” may I know
whether Government have received a report from this League ? \

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: Yes, we have received
a report. ‘

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : If so, may I know whether . they: are
going o make any enquiry or any investigation into the facts contained
in that report ? :

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : No. 7 ‘

Rao Bq.hadur R. R. KALE : It was stated that no complaints had
been received and therefore no enquiry was made. May I know whether

there are any complaints disclosed in the report of the committee
appointed by the Social Service League ?

'
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The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I want notice of that question.
I cannot remember the contents of the report.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : My only point is whether it is necessary
that the complaints should proceed from a particular individual or
whether it is not sufficient that there should be complaint from s body
like the Social Service League. Is such a complaint not enough to put
Government on their enquiry ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : 1 must apologise to you, Sir,
and to the honourable House. I am now informed that Government
have not yet received the report.

Surt JarENpEswar TexpLE : CoxsTRUCTION OF ROAD.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University) : Will Government
be pleased to state— '

{8) whether a petition was made by the Manager of the Shn
- Jarendeswar temple on the Jeranda Hill near Satara Road Railwayx
Station, requesting permission to construct a public road from the
foot of the hill to its top fior the use of pilgrims and devotees who visit
" the temple and are much inconvenienced for want of a road to ascend
the hill and carry provisions far to the top of the hill ;
- . (b) whether the said Manager expressed his willingness to construct
the Road himself in case neither the Government nor the District
" Local Board are able to do so, defraying the cost thereof by raising
subscriptions from the devotees ;
" {(¢) whether the Manager also gave a guarantee from respectable
citizens of Satara that the road would be maintained in repairs at
* his cost ;
(d) whether the District Forest Officer and Collector recommended
that the permission may be granted ;
(¢) how long the matter has been pending in correspondence and
when it will be decided? =~ '

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8.-F. KAMBLI: (a), (B), (¢) and -
(d) Yes.

(¢) The matter was referred to Government by the Commissioner,
Central Division, in December 1930. Orders permitting the Manager
of the temple to construct the road in question were issued in January
1931. ' '

Rao Babadur R. R. KALE : My question was, how long the matter
has been pending in correspondence. Of course, it is stated in the reply
that Government received a report from the Commissioner in December
1930 and they passed their orders in January 1931. I want to know
how long before December 1930 the matter was pending with the other
revenue authorities.

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI : If the honourable

member will please see me in the tea recess, I shall be glad to find out the
information for him then. : ‘
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KEATEDARS IN MzerLon EsTaTE. B

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL AZIZ for Khan Bahadur A E. P&TEL
{(Northern Division) : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether they are aware that there was a uniform custom of
leasing, mortgaging and selling of lands by the estate khatedars in
the Mehlol estate in Panch Mahals District ; :

{b) whether they are aware that there are two gahzmamas in the
estate which allow the estate tenants the rwhts mentmned in clause (a)
above ;

(¢) whether they are aware that the Collector 1ssued an order in
1916 to insert these privileges in the kabulayals whenever, la,nds are
granted to any khatedar; - -

{d) the number of kabulayais in which the privileges were mserted

(¢) the number of kabulayats in which the privileges were omitted
and the reasons for this omission ; e

(f) whether they ere aware that there was dlscontent among the
khatedars when the order of 1926 cancelling the jehirnamas of 1910
and 1916 was issued ;

(9) whether it is » fact that & Government Resolution was lssued
in 1930 cencelling the order of 1926, thereby reintroducing the rules
of 1910 and condomnfr all the cases of transfer of sales and 1 mortﬂa.oes
from 1910 to 1930 ;

(k) whether it is a fact that cases of long leases ha.ve not been
condoned ;

(2) if 8o, whether they intend to take any action in the matter 7.

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a) Yes.

(b) No. There was only one jahirnumg issued in 1910 under
which the estate lands, if mortgaged, sold or otherwise encumbered,
were forfeited and regranted to the mortgagees, purchasers, etc., on
payment of certain premis. The regrant was made at the: dlacretlon
of the Estate authorities and merely conveyed the tenancy-at-will of
the land concerned.

(¢} In 1916 the Collector of the Panch Mahals sanctioned the insertion
of the following two clauses in the conditions of auction sale of tena.ncy
rlghts and in Labulayam to be executed by new tenants :— .

* (i) The rights given to the tenants are such as are enjoyed by the
other tenants of the Estate.”
“{w) Permlssmn is given for leasing out the Iand to other tenantu
for one year.”

(d) The number of kabula yats in which the clauses quoted above
were inserted ig 235,

(¢) The number of kabulayats in which the above clauses were not
inserted is 5. These latter kabulayats were taken for a ten years’ period
under the orders of 1926 Whlch were promulgated after cancelhntr the
Jahirnama of 1910,

(f) There was discontent among the khatedars when the orders of
1926 cancelling the ]almnanm of 1910 and the orders of 1916 were
issued. .

(9) Yes.
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(k) Only four cases of long leasas were not condoned at first. :
(¥) Government have since directed that the four khatedars shoul
not be evicted from the lands held by them on the termination of the

leases they have made with their sub-tenants, but that they should be

* treated as tenante-at-will. » '

MEASURES USED BY KEOTS, LANDLORDS AND SAWAEARS
1IN KoraBa, RATNAGIRI AND THANA DistrIcTS.

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District) : Will Government be pleased
to state—

(¢) whether they are aware that the landlords, khots and sawakars
in the Ratnagiri, Kolaba and Thana districts, when receiving annual
rent (malta repayment of debts and interest in kind) from the tenants,
use measures which are larger than the standard measures prescribed
by Government ; ‘

(b) if so, whether the percentage of the excess over the standard

- measure is uniform in the said district or whether it varies from place
to place according to the old established usage or according to the
arbitrary will of the individual landlords, khots and sawakars ;

(¢) the uniform percentage of excess over the standard in both

- the above cases ; '

(d) the minimum and maximum percentages of variations ;

(¢) whether they have taken any action against this practice of
arbitrary measures ¥

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: (a) Yes,
in some places in the Kolaba:and Thana districts. ’
(b) The percentage varies from place to place either according to old
established usage, or the will of the individual landlord, Khot or Sawakar.
(¢} There is no uniform percentage of excess,

- (d) In Thana the minimum ind maximum percentages of the variations
are reported to be 4 per cent. and 25 per cent. respectively. In Kolaba
‘the percentages are 9 per cent. to 20 per cent.

(e) Legislation for standardisation of weights and measures in the

Bombay Presidency is under the consideration of Government.

Mr. N. N. PATIL : Are Government aware of the fact that immediate
relief in respect of the measures, which vary according to the sweet will
of the landlord, khot, or sawakar, is needed so far as the tenants in the
Kolaba district are concerned ?

The Hopourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL : I should
say that relief is needed.

Prisoxer Mr. GBATE : TREATMENT IN JAIL,

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District): (¢) Has the attention of
Government been drawn to the report appearing on page 5 of the
Bombay Chronicle of the 9th January 1931 regarding the treatment meted
out to Mr. N. M. Ghate ? ] .

() Will Government be pleased to state whether the Jail Doctor
had certified Mr. Ghate as a fit person for Chakli work
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(c) Is it a fact that Mr. Ghate was kept in a solitary cell for stating
to the Havaldar or Jamadar that owing to his short sta.ture it was noti .
possible for him to work on the Chalki ?

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Ghate wag given “ standmg hand-cuffs”.
If s, for how many days and forhow many hours every day and for what
reason ¢

(e} Will Government be pleased to state whether the trying Mavlstrate
had directed that Mr. Ghate should be treated as a B class prisoner ?

(f) If the answer to () above is in the affirmative will Government
please state why and when he was sent to C class ? -

(9) Will Government be pleased to state whether Mr. Ghate hasg beeu
deprived of his privileges of interview and correspondence !

(k) If the answer to (g) above is in the affirmative w111 Government
please state the reason for this action?

(1) What is the present state of Mr. Ghate’s health and what work
he is given at present ?

(5) It the report referred to in questlon (a) is correct, viz:, that
Mr. Ghate was beaten by the Havsldar, will the Government please
state the authority under which a prisoner can be beaten by a Ja.nmdar ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: (a) Yes. o

(b) The prisoner was certified fit for hard labour. = o v

(¢) No. ' ‘

(d) He was given four days’ standing hand-cuffs for six hours 2 day
for persistently refusing to do any work.

(e) Yes.

{f) He was not placed in C clasa. S

{g9) and (k) The privileges were withdrawn for bad conduct

(1) He has since been released. His health on release was good.

() The report is not correct.

Warer SuppLy : KearEpAT LaND,

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District): (z) Has the attention of
Government been drawn to the plight of the cultivators for want: of
an adequate supply of water in what are known as the Kharepa,t lands
in the summer ?

(b) Have Government received any petition regarding the same 2 !
bThe Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL (a) and
(b) Yes.

Mr. N. N, PATIL: Am I to understand from the reply glven tha.t
Government are considering that question ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: A petl-
tion was received signed by the honourable member himself. 'Is the
honourable member referring to that petition? Ry

Mr, N. N, PATIL : It was forwarded to Government under my signa-
ture,

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL; It was
considered, but looking to the size of the village and the fact that several

other wﬂlages were similarly situated, it was not possible for Government
to pick out only one village out of ahout 60 for water supply.
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Mr. A. N. SURVE : In addition to the said petition, have Government
received a resolution passed at the conference of Kolaba cultivators, held
at Pen during Christmas ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAI\IL I am
not aware of it ; I could not say offhand.

PetroL Tax: SvARE oF Locan GOVERNMENT, |

Mr. H. M. RAHIMTOOLA (Bombay City): Will Government

be " pleased—
(1) to state what amount they have received or are likely to receive
_ from the Government of India as their share of the New Petrol Tax ;
{2) to state how they propose to spend the amount ;
(3) to make a general statement on the subject «umllar to the one
made by them last year?
~ The Homourable Dewan Babadur S. T. KAMBLI: (1) The amount
actually received from the petrol tax revenue during the year 1930-31
ia Rs. 25,60,000. During the year 1931-32 a sum of about Ra. 16,00,000
is likely to be received.
+(2) This amount is proposed to be spent on the.following twelve
schemes which have been approved by the Government of India and
such further schemes as may hereafter be approved by them :—
(1) Bombay-Poona-Aurangabad Road.
{2) Bombay-Ahmedabad-Rajputana Road.
(3) Dhulia-Bhusawal-Edlabad-Nagpur Road.
(4) Bombay-Agra Road.
(5) Karwar-Bellary Road.
{6) Bombay-Goa or Konkan North to South Road.
. {7) Bombay-Poona-Sholapur-Hyderabad Road.
i8) Bombay-Poona-Bangalore Road.
(9) Karachi-Sukkur- Pun]a.b Road on the west side of the river

Indus.

- {10) Karachi- SuklmrAPunJab Road on the east tide of the river

" Indus. -

" {11) Hyderabad-Mirpurkhas-Rajputana Road.

(12) Sukkur-Shikarpur-Jacobabad-Quetta Road.
It is also proposed. subject to the approval of the Government of India,
to divert a sum of Rs. 16 lakhs out of the same amount to maintenance
of roads in the year 1931-32, as a special case.

(3) Government have prepared a programme of communication
works to be financed from the petrol tax fund during the year 1931-32.
This programme was approved by the Road Board at its last meeting
held on 18th December 1930. The programme has yet to be placed
before the Road Conference to be held at Simla. The details of the
programme are printed at pages 53 to 56 of the Preliminary Issue of
the Budget of 41, Civil Works—Provincial, for 1931-32.

Draixs v Sixp.

- Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District) : Will Government
be pleased to state—

(2) the number and names of the drains which existed in Sind before
the establishment of the Public Works Department ;
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(b} whether it is a fact that they have been neglected and allowed
to be silted up;

(¢} whether they iutend to construct sufficient draing to carry off
Bood water from the villages Whlch are liable to floods during excessive
rains ? ‘

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN "t (a) The number and
names of the old drains that existed in Sind before the establishmient
of the Public Works Department are not knowy, There are certain
very old channels which are apparently the beds of former courses
of the river Indus and serve as drainage channels in times of heavy
rains or floods. Such are the Sind Dhoro in the Upper Sind Frontier
District, the Puran Dhoro in the Thar Parkar District, the Gungro Dhoro
in the Karachi District and several dhoros with various local names in the
Nawabshah and Hyderabad districts.

(%) These old river channels are not maintained by the Public Works
Department. ,

(¢} Several drains in connection with Irrigation Schemes are proposed
to be maintained or constructed for leadmc surplus water to the natural
drains formed by old river beds and they will be useful o carry the ﬂood
water due to heavy rains from the villages.

Privary TEACHERS OF N, ‘J . Hicr Scroor, KARACHI:
CoxPENSATION PENSION AND LEAVE SALARY,

Mr. SHATKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District) ! Will Government
be pleased to state—

(2) whether they are aware that some of the primary teachers of
the N. J. High School, Karachi, were granted compensation pension
after the abolition of the double shift system in the said school in 1928 ;

(b) whether the teachers in question went du‘ectly on leave on theu’
relief from the N. J. High School ;

{c) whether they received leave sa.lary for about one year or 80 ;

(d) whether their leave salary is to be borne by Government for the
period of the leave they earned while in Government service ;

(¢) whether Government intend to recover the leave salary from
their compensation pension ; if not, the reasons therefor ;

(f) whether they are aware that the question of the compensation
pension was decided after the lapse of more than two yea.rs after their
relief from the school ; ;

(9) whether the teachers were entitled to three months’ pay a9 they
were not served according to rules with three months’ notice. prior to
their discharge ; if not, the reasona therefor ;

) whether they are aware of the decision of the Audxtor Ceneral
under Fundamental Rules that the date of the abolition of & post
should be deferred till the termination of such leave as may have been
granted to a Government servant holdmg the appointment without
lien on any other appointment ;

(?) whether in view of the Auditor Genera,l’u above declslon they
intend to give leave salary to the abovementioned teachers for the
period of leave due to them ? ‘
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The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Yes, only
one primary teacher.

. (), (c) and (d) Yes.

(¢) Government have decided that the leave gmnted to the teacher -
should be regulated according to the Fundamental Rules and the question
of the recovery or non-recovery of the leave allowances from his compensa-
tion is being further examined.

(f); (9), (’l) and (¢) Yes

\ J. Hicn Scnoor. Karacai ; Privary TEACHERS,

M. SHATIKH ABDUL MAJID (karachl District) : Will Government
be pleased to state-

{a) the pames of the trained primary teachers of the N. J. High
School, Karachi, under the double (shift) system;

(b) whether they were matriculates before they joined that school
in 1922

(c) whether they were permanent in Government service before they

- joined that High School ;

(d) whether they subsequently graduated ;

(¢) whether their work in the High School was reported to
be satisfactory in the annual reports by the head masters and
Educational Inspectors;

(f) whether they were discharged from Government service owing
to retrenchment ;

" (9) whether there are any teachers, both primary and secondary,

. knowing only Sindhi, or who are non-matriculates or untrained
matricu]ates or untrained under-graduates who were taken up or
transferred or retransferred to Government high schools and secondary

- schools and Training College for Men, Hyderabad, in or after 1922, and
who have not been affected by this retrenchment ; |

(k) whether these teachers who are not affected by retrenchment
are temporary in Government service ;

(¢) if so, the reasons for dlscharvmv permanent men and

. Tetaining temporary men ; -—

() the names of the teachers referred to in clause (g) along with

their qualifications ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDN AHMAD: (a) to (d)
The accompanymg statement “ A7 gives the reqmsnte information,

- (¢) Yes, except in two cases.

(f) Please see the remarks in column 8 of statement “ A”.

(9), (*) and (j) The accompanying statement “B” furmshes the
reqmsute information. . -

(3) For retaining the four temporary men mentioned in state-
~ ment “ B * the reasons are as under :—

Nos. (1) and (2).—Messrs. Makani and Khalik have put in longer
service than the other temporary men retrenched. Mr. Makani also
belongs to a backward community. Mr. Khalik was taken in Govern-

~ ment service from Local Board service on 1st April 1925 when the
Mirpurkhas Madressah was converted into a Government institution.
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 Nos. (3) and (£).—Messrs. Wahid Bux Shaikh and Jalaldin' Shah
have beenappointed to the posts specially sanctioned for the Mirpurkhas
Madressah and High School, where preference is to be given to
Muhammadans. o
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Cae STATEMENT
N . L I . .
The &latement slum:u'pg the names of trained primary leachers appointed
; Whether
permanent
Serial| Quulif;cations at the Date of ;:g":’v':;e
Seri time of appointment | appointment in
Ko. Name inthe N, J. High | theN.J. High ::i‘g‘j_‘:g;
School, Karachi | School, Karachi intheN. J.
High School,
i ) Karachi
t 2 3 .4 5
. i
1 | Mr. Gapumal Metha- 3rd ¥ear trained,| 9th June1922..| Yes
. Tam. Matric 1918
(Sindhi).
2 | Mr. Abdul Rasul Md.{ 3rd = year trained| 23rd June 1922 .| No '
Hassan. (Sindhi).
3 | Mr. Rejoram Vassan|3nd year trained| J2th June 1922 [Probationary.
mal. {Sindhi).
3a | Mr. Wahid Bux Jumo| 3rd year trained} 18th  October] No i
Khan, (Sindhi). 1926.
4 | Mr. Pahlomal Hasso] 3rd year trained| 13th June 1922 [Probationary.
mal, {Sindhi). :
. 5 | Mr,V.S.Shukla  ..|3nd  wear trained 24th April 1922.| No
: {Gujarati) e
6 | Mr. D. L. Shukla 3rd  year trained| 6th May 1922 ..I Ko ve
{Gujarati).
7 | Mr. G.S. Methar ..} 3rd  year trained| 26th April 1922 .. No
i (Marathi).
72| Mr. V.M. Bivalkar ..[3rd year trained] 5th October 1926 No
{Marathi). (from 5th Octo-
ber 1925 to 9th,
November 1925,
-~ working in;
leave  change|
. . of Mr. Methar). !
$ | Mr. A.S. Pavaskar ..} 3rd year trained| 26th April 1922.1 No .
. {Marathi). i
8a | Mr, Y. M. Sattaye  ..| Matric (Marathi) .. ]itgu September| No ..
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N. J. High School, Karachi, during the period of double shift.

‘Whether subsequently
graduated

Dateof
termination of
appointment

-l

Remarks

B.A. (Alig), 1928,
" Graduated after his)
relief from Karachi

High School,

No .
No

No e
No

Xo .
No -+ -~ = =z
Xo .
No

No * .
No

Not yetdecided  :.

30th April 1926 ..

Given compensation pension a4 the post
has been abolished.

Transferred as Acting Assistant Deputy
Educational Inspector. + At present

. 26thmmh 1926 ..

31st March 1927
* 81st March 1927 —.

.| 9th November 1925
.| 1at March 1926 -

16th Angust 1924 ..

.{ 15th March 1928 ..

Supervisor, "District School Board,
. harac i
.| 17th October 1926 ..| Transferred to H.ydembad Mumcspahty
31st March 1927 -

.| Transferred back to Slukarpur Mumcx,

pality where he held a lien. -
Transferred to Mirpurkhaa Madressah
and High School from where he was
transferred back to his permanent
pos’o under District Imal Board, Lar-

Transfemd back to the Kamcln Munici-
pality wbexe he held a lien.
- Do:

o,
Died.
.\ Discharged on account of the abohtmn
of the post.
Died.

Discharged on account of the abolition
of the post. Although a matricnlate
only, he was appointed in the scale
of 3rd year trained Primary teacher.
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STATEMENT
Stalement ohoumg the information of trained primary teachers and wairained
_ and Training College
!
» T
Serial Kame in full Designstion | Qualificntions
H . ] B ‘
1 2 3 | 4
' ' . |
1 !'Mr.Md. Hassan A. Makani ..| Assistant  Master, III yesr trained,
e ; , Larkuns mgh. 1906.
School. :
»- 2 | Mr, Abdul Khalik A. - ' .| Ascistant  Master, School Final * ..
. Lo i Naushahro Madrw '
sash end ngh
’ School. i
AP S . . i '
-3 | Mr. Wahid Bux L. Shaikh " .. Assmnt Master, Matric .
] ' sah  and E)gh
S R ' School. l
- 4 : Mr. Jalaldinshah 1. e Do. Matrie, 8. L.C.  ..|
"5 | Mr.Sidik Golabkhan © " .| Assistant Master,‘ T year trained,
Fowm g _ ©o | High School,! - 1902

Larkana, {
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undergraduate Lwchere appointed in or after 1922 in Government Secondary Schools . .
Jor Men, Hyderab
; Whether perianent,
Date on which : .
appoint;i ;,(o probationary or off- Remarks
. ciating in Govern-
Government service ment service .
5 6 7
24th July 1919 .| Officiating ~ ..| Appointed in the Larkana High School -
N on 13th August 1922 owing ta the
abolition of training school Where, ho
) wag permanent.
1st April 1925 Do. .| Taken up on the conversion. of Mu'pur-
khas Madressah into Government in-
stitution on. Ist April 1925. . His
\ previous Local Board service was
about 8 years. .
24th July 1929  ..| Do.- |
5th October 1929 Do. '
1st August 1927 ..} Permanent - ..| He was perniauent?,nppointed in the

Training College for Men from 1lst
November 1918, He was transferred
to Lawrence Madressah, Tando Bago,
from 1st August 1922 under foreign
gervice conditions. He reverted to
Government service on 1st August 1927,

40 Hb 44—3
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. JupIciAL Comussm»m_n’s Court, SiNp : REGISTRAR.

Mr, SHATKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi): Will Government be
pleased to state—

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to a resolution _passed
by the Sind Mahomedan Association in their meeting held in July
1930 that the post of the Registrar, The Judicial Commissioner’s
Court, Sind, be given to a deserving Mussalman ;

{b) for how many years this post has existed ;

(¢) the names of the registrars who have been appointed to hold
that office from time to time ?

- The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (s) Yes.

{8) Since October 1882.
(c) A list giving the reqmred information is placed on the Councﬂ
Table

Lost ehowmg the names of officers Rolding the post of Regisirar, Court of the Judicial
Commtsatow of Sind, from 1882,

Mr. Dayaram Gidumal,
s»» Hassaram Hotchand.
» Wadhumal Gangaram.
» Vazirmal Utamchand Lalvani.
» Varialsing Nibalsing. o
s Ghurbomal Javharsing.
s Lilaram Jethmal,
» Chandiram Gianchand Lala
» Dipchand T. Ojha.
s Dialmal Doulatram.
»» Thawerdas Dayaram.
» Chandiram Kotumal.
s Lilaram Vatanmal.
»» Wadhumal Gangaram,
s» Vazirmal Utamsing.
»» Thawerdas Dayaram.
» M. DeSouza.
» G. V. Utamsingh.
s  E. V. Castellino.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO :_Is it not a fact that there has not
been a single Mahomedan appointed to this post ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : A list of the names of the persons
who have held the appointment is given in the answer to the question.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Why has a Mahomedan not

been appointed ? Is Government precluded from giving the appointment
to a Mahomedan ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I am afraid I caunot give the
reasons for every occasion. As regardsthe last appointment, the
Commissioner in Sind at the time made enquiries whether a Mahomedan
suitable to hold the appointment was available, and the answer was in
the negative.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Of whom did the Commissioner
make enquiries, to find a suitable Mahomedan ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : The Judicial Commisgi_oge):
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* MounicipAL GIRLS’ ScHOOL, SURAT : ADMISSION OF A DEPRESSED
Crass GIRL.

Dr. P. G. SOLANKI: Wil Government be pleased to state
whether they are aware of a case of a depressed class girl, the daughter
of one Mr, Dumasia who is a Municipal Councillor in Surat City Muni- -
cipality, having been refused admission last year in the Municipal Girls’
School at Surat on the plea that she belongs to the Depressed class and
that the school is situated in a Hindoo locality and that all the glrls
attending are Hindoo girls ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD Govemment;
have enquired into the matter and understand that it is not a fact that
admission was refused to the daughter of Mr. Dumasxa to the Mumclpal
Girls’ School, Surat.

SuarL CAuses COURT, Boupay : Jupces' Hours.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—
Why some of the Judges in the Small Causes Court, Bombay, do

not observe punctual hours of sittings and rising and thus cause great

inconvenience to the general public and members of the Bar and Court

Staff ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: Govermnent are satisfied
that regular hours of sitting and rising have been observed by the Judges
with a few exceptions which were due to the exigencies of chamber work.
When the Judges sit after the usual hours, it is with the consent of the
parties and their pleaders. No complaints of inconvenience caused
have been received either by Government or by the Chief Judge.

Fium Censors : BoMBay.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

(o) whether there are any definite rules for the appomtment of
film censors ;

(b) whether it is a representative body and if so, the interests
represented on the Board ;

{¢) whether the appointments are for life or for & term of years ;o

(4) the number of meetings of the Board per month and the average.
length of time covered by such meeting ; :

{¢) whether the attention of Government has beendrawn to the
reports appearing in the Times of India of the 17th February 1931
and in some previous issues of the same paper regarding scenes of
protest at the Opera House and Super Cinema ;

(f) the reasons why such objectionable films were not censored
before they were exhibited ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: (a) The attention of the
Honourable Member is invited to sub-section (1) of section 7 of the
Cinematograph Act, 1918 (II of 1918), which provides for the constitution
of authorities or Boards for the purposes of examining or certifying films
as suitable for public exhibition, and for declaring the area within which
such authority ehall exercise the powers conferred on it by the Agt,

uo Hb 4434
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(b) The Bombay Board of Film Censors consists of six members, three
of whom are officials and three non-officials. One of the officials
represents educational interests. The mnon-officials represent three
different sections of the community, namely, Hindu, Muhammadan and
Parsi.

(¢) For so long as any member of the Board desxres to hold office.

(d) Two. A meeting usually lasts about an hour.

(¢} Government have seen the article in the Times of India of the
17th February 1931 headed “ Angry Muslims Chase Actors with Knives
off Stage”. This refers to a drama which was staged at the Ripon
Theatre. Government have also seen an article in the same newspapet
of the 24th November 1930 regarding an incident outside the Opera
House in connection with another stage play. No reference can be
found in the newspapers to any protests against any film, but Govern-
ment are informed that on December 26th, 1930 some Muhammadans
did raise a protest at the Super Cinema against the exhlbmon of a film
_entitled “ After Six Days.”

(f) The film “ After Six Days” was certified by the Bengal Board
of Film Censors as suitable for public exhibition. Government do not
agree that the film was objectionable ; it had been exhibited several
times previously without incident, and the protests raised on this one
occasion were, it is believed, engineered by interested parties.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : With regard to {c), do I understand tlat
the appointments are made periodically 2

" The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : The appointments are ma,de
a8 vacancies oceur,

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : How will vacancies occur if appointments
are not periodically made ¥

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : If the honourable member
reads the answer, he will find it stated that the appointment may be held
by a member as long as he likes.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR: Does it mean that the appomtmcnt may
be held for life?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS There is nothing to prevent it

ML EMI’LOYEES Bowmsay City : GRATUITY AND
WELFARE WORK..

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to stafe—

(a) the names of textile mills in Bombay City having a system of
gratuity for their employees, the amount paid by each mill and the
number of employees benefitted during the last two years;

. (b) the names of textile millsin the Clty having a system of provident
fund for their employees ;

(¢) the names of mills in Bombay City carrying on welfare work
for their work-people to the same extent as is done by the Gokak
Mills and as described on pages 22 and 23 of the Annual Factory
Report of the Presidency for the year 1929 ;
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(d) the names of mills in the City carrying on most of the items of
welfare work done by the Gokak Mills authorities, if not all the
activities ;

(€) the number of social gatherings arranged for work-people of
various mills under the Bombay Millowners’ Association and. the
number of work-people present at each such gathering;

(f) the steps if any, taken by the Bombav City Mills to encourage
the  policy of direct recruitment ” and * “to introduce a system of
discharge certificates ” mentioned in paragraph 26 on . page 27 of the
said Factory Report ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The Honourable Member
is referred to Chapter V of the Memorandum from the Government of
Bombay to the Royal Commission on Indian Labour, a copy of which is
available in the office of the Secretary, Legislative Council. Government
have no other information. :

Rao Bahadur 8: K. BOLE: Is the Millowners’ Association domg'
anything at all in the matter ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I have no information.';

JarLs : SALE or MANUFACTURED ARTICLES. -

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) in regard to paragraph 52 of the Jail Administration Report,
1929, (1) the name of the Jail where in regard to manufactured articles,
“sales to the Public fell by Rs. 10,000 in 19297 as compared ‘
with the previous year ;

(b) the reasong for the fall and the measures adopted by the Ja,ll
authorities to combat it ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (¢} Yeravda Central Prison.

(b) The main reason was trade depression. It is also largely the
practice for intending buyers to visit the jail and inspect the articles,
and the number of such persons fell considerably during the year in
question. To encourage future sales and attract public attention, the
prices of jail-made articles have been reduced as far as practicable, and
they have been displayed in shops and by agents.

Hice Court, Bomsay : MusLiy EMPLOYEES.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

() the number of posts carrying a monthly salary of Rs. 500 and
over in the Bombay High Court;

{b) how many of these are beld by Muslims ?
The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: (a) 19.
®) 1.
Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Does the figure of 1 in (b) refer to the
Honourable Mr, Justice Mirza ? ‘
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: No.

; Ldlr SYED MUNAWAR : Does the ﬁgure of 19 include the High Court
udges ?
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The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : No.
Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : May I know who this 1 is )
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I would ask for notice.

\

Povurricar PrisoNers, Sukkur : Jain Wogrk.

Mr. 8. S. TOLANT (Western Sind): (¢) Has the attention
of Government been drawn to the article in the Hindoo of Hyderabad
(Sind) in its evening issue dated the 9th January 1931 alleging that the
Political prisoners in Sukkur Jail are being made to excavate canals and
to work as bhangis ?

(b) What action, if any, have the Government taken in the matter ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) Yes.

_{b) No prisoner convicted in connection with the civil disobedience
movement was made to work as a bhangi and with the exception of the
prisoner mentioned in the Article, no such prisoner was employed on
excavation work. The prisoner in question was a C class prisoner and
he was sent to work with a bund construction party for two days. As
this was an ordinary form of work given to C class prisoners no action
Was necessary.

HoNorARY MAGISTRATE SeTH HASSOMAL CHELLARAM.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state—

{a) whether it is a fact that Seth Hassomal Chellaram of Karachi
was deprived of his Honorary Magistrateship and if so whether it was
on account of his being instrumental in bringing about a settlement
between the Foreign Cloth merchants of Karachi and the Foreign Cloth
Boycott Committee ;

{b) whether it is a fact that the piecegoods merchants association
appreciated the services of Seth Hassomal for saving the situation to
" the advantage of merchants ;

" (c) whether it is a fact that the.association condemned the action
of the Government on the ground that Seth Hassomal had worked in
the interest of Public ¢ .

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) Yes. His transactions
with the prosecutors of the Civil Disobedience Campaign were considered
inconsistent with his duties as an Honorary Magistrate. -

(b) and (¢) Government have no information.

, PickeTING ORDINANCE : SENTENCE ON Dr. Dupani.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western Sind): (#) Will Government be
Ppleased to state how prisoners in political cases are classified ?

(8) Is it & fact that Dr. Dudani belongs to a high and rich family of
Larkana, is a double'graduate of the Bombay University, was an officer
of the rank of Captain in the Army, was an Honorary Magistrate, a
nominated Municipal Councillor and shortly before he joined the Civil
Disobedience movement was a reserve officer in the Military ?
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(¢) Were some of these facts brought on the record of the case launched
againgt him ? - ‘

{d) If so, why was he classified as “ B” class prisoner by the Residen
Magistrate, Larkana ? '

() Why did Government not revise the recommendation of the
Magistrate as it had done in some cases ? N

(f) Is it a fact that Dr. Dudani and his co-accused Mr. Parsram
were given a sentence of 6 months’ R. I. and a fine of Rs. 1,000 under the .
picketing ordinance ? o

{g) Is this the maximum punishment that the Magistrate could award.
or the law permitted ? ‘ '

(k) Did Dr. Dudani in his statement say that it was an entirely false’
case against him ? :

(¥) Are there any cases in the whole Presidency including Sind where
a similar punishment was given for a similar offence ? st

() If so, will Government give a list of such cases ?

(k) If the reply to (i) be in the negative, the reasons for awarding this
punishment, ? o

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (o) The attention of the
Honourable Member is invited to the Press Note on the subject dated
the 17th April 1930, a copy of which is placed on the Council table.

{b) Yes. » . :

(¢) Yes.

(d) and (¢) He was classified in accordance with the rules mentione
in the Press Note of 17th April 1930. o

(f ) Yes‘ . . B ) ' . ‘ '

(9) Yes. , '

(k) Yes, but no proof wag adduced by Dr. Dudani in support of his
statement. . ‘ o o

(@), (s} and (¥) The labour and tfime involved in obtaining the
information would not be commensurate with its usefulness.

With the compliments of the . P-117
Director of Information, Bombay. 17.4.30
The Government of India recently announced the principles on which they desired

that the jail rules in force in the several Provinces for the classification of prisoners should

be revised. In pursusnce of the principles there laid down the Government of Bombay
have now issued instructions for the separation of all convicted prisoners into
three classes, :

Class A will include only a limited number of exceptional cases, Prisoners may be
admitted to Class A if— ' .

(1) they are non-habitual prisoners of good character ; s

(2) they, by reason of their education, occupation and superior mode of living, are
clearly of high social status.

They will not be eligible for Class A if they have been convicted of—

(1) offences involving

(a) elements of cruelty, moral degradation or personal greed ;
(b) serious or premeditated violence ;
(¢} serious offences against property ; o )

(2) offences relating to the possession of explosives, firearms and other dangerous
weapons with the object of committing an offence or of enabling an offence to be
committed ; ! '

(3) abetment or incitement of offences falling within these sub-clauses. -
Class B will include prisoners who, while not qualified for admission to Class A, have,

hy social status, education or habits of life, been acoustomed to a mode of living superior

to that of the ordinary jail population.
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“The ordinary jsil population will constitute Class C.

Prisoners in Class A will have, s far as may be practicable, separate cell accommoda-
tion, a few useful articles of furniture, reasonable facilities for association and exercise
and suitable sanitery and bathing arrangements. They will be given & diet superior
to that of the ordinary jail population and will be permitted to supplement it at their
own expense. They will be permitted to wear their own clothes, They will be given
increased facilities for reading and will be allowed to write and receive one letter and have
one interview, a fortnight. They will also be permitted to use their own cooking and
feeil(i)ng utensils, A lamp, or electric light, when available, will be provided for use up
to 10 p.m. ’

. [ !

Prisoners in Class B will be given the same diet a3 that in Class A, but will not be
permitted to privilege of supplementing it. They will wear prison clothing, modified
in certain respects and of & better type than that worn by C class prisoners, due regard
being paid to their health and to the mode of living to which they are aceustomed. They
may write and receive one letter and have an interview, once 8 month. Where cellular
accommodation is svailable a lamyp, or electric light, will be provided for their nse up to
10 p.m. or where they are living in association barracks one or two good general lights
vnlfbe provided for the common use of the prisoners in each barrack.

Similar arrangements will, as far as conditions may require or permit, be made for the
special treatment of undertrial prisoners of these classes.

Mzr. S. 8. TOLANI : What provision of the rules contained in the Press
Note of 17th April 1930 goes against Dr. Dudani that he was classed as
a““B” class prisoner and not as an ““ A ” class prisoner ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : The Press Note does not refer

{0 any particular person. It contains the rules, and it wasin accordance
with those rules that the classification of Dr. Dudani was made.

Prisoners : Work AND Foop.

- Mr.8,8. TOLANI (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state— : .
(2) whether their attention has been drawn to the following
resolution No. 16 of the Sind Hindu Conference held at Sukkur on 27,
28, and 29th December 1930 :— :

* This conference learns with concern that Hindus of certain castes
are made to work for such labours as are against their conscience and
_Hindu religion and also are given-food of non-Hindus in certain jails
with particular reference to Central Jail, Hyderabad. This conference
therefore urges upon the jail authorities to stop this and permit the-

~ liberty of religion and conscience.”

"~ (b) whether they have inquired into the allegations mentioned in
the above resolution and what steps have they taken in the matter ¢
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (u) Yes.

.. (b) Inquiries have been made and the allegations have been found to

be untrue.

LarrkaNA MunictPAuTy : PRESIDENT aND COLLECTOR.

Mr. S. 8.. TOLANI (Western Sind): (¢) Isit-a fact that the
Pre.ident of the Larkana municipality is a zamindar who has to deal
much with the Collector of Larkana ? ‘
" (b) Isit a fact that the president is not an English-knowing gentleman
and has often been getting private instructions from the Collector and
gets them carried in the municipality with the help of his supporters?
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(c) Is it a fact that the president of the Larkana mumclpahty gpent
sums of money for repairing a road leading to Kambar on the recent
visit of His Excellency the Governor of Bombay to Larkana and Kambar
without the sanction of the munieipality ?

(d) Is it a fact that the Larkana municipality stopped the work and
resolved that the mcney so spent by the president be refunded to the
municipality ?

(¢) Iait a fact that the Collector of Larkana cverrules the mnmclpahtv
by directing the road to be made at the cost of the municipality-on the
ground that the road was in a bad condition ?

(f) Did the Collector call for any explanation from the municipality
before making such an order? .

{9) Did the Collector report such action to the Government -

(k) Ts it & fact that the Larkana municipality resolved on 2nd Novem-
ber 1930 that 3 double garra fee of Re. 1 be not recovered from a man
who had appealed to them and the president submitted the paper to
the Collector of Larkana to get agide the same order ¢

{{) Whataction, ifany, do Government propose to take in the matter ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: (a) Yes.

(b} Yes. He like other presidents discusses municipal affairs with
the Ccllector 2nd occasionally acts on his advice, bub there is nothing
private in the matter, nor can advice be described as instructions.

{¢) Yes, but he ordered the work to be undertaken in virtue of the
authority vested in him by section 31 (d) of the Bombay Municipal
Boroughs ‘Act, 1925,

(d) The Board stopped the work but did not resolve that the money
spent on the work by the President should be refunded by him
to the Municipality.

(¢) Yes.

(f) No.

{(9) Yes. The Collector acted in accordance with the provisions of
section 214 (2) of the Municipal Boroughs Act, 1925, .

(%) Yes, but the Collector declined to mterfere in the matter

(1) None.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI : With regard to (e) how many days after over-
ruling the decision of the municipality did the Collector of Larkana report
this matter to the Government ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: T could
not say-that offband. If the honourable member gives notice of
the question, I shall find it out.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANT: Was it before I gave notice of these questlons
or after that ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: I could
not say that offhand.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: Did Government uphold the decision of
the Collector ¢

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL : It does
not come to Government for action, but the Collector reports his action



126 Questions and Answers ‘ [21 JoLy 1931

to the Commissioner, and the Commissioner merely reports it to
Government, o

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANT: The action of the Collector in overruling a
decision of the municipality has to be upheld by Government, otherwise
the action of the Collector is null and void ; it isillegal. I want to know
whether Government decided the matter in favour of the Collector. 1
am referring to (g). According to law, Government have to decide the
matter ultimately, I want to know whether Government upheld the
decision of the Collector ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL : It does not come to
Government. The Collector reports the matter to the Commissioner.

Mr. S. S. TOLANI : No, it is not like that. If the decision of the
Collector is not upheld by Government, it becomes null and void. Twant
to kmow whether Government decided the matter as required by law.

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL: Government have
taken it for granted that, if \necessary, the Commissioner would
have revised the order of the Collector.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: Have Government passed amy order on
the decision of the Collector 7 '

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL : Thatis not required.

" Mr. S. S. TOLANI : Will the Honourable Minister look into section
9214 of the City Municipalities Act ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL : I will read out sub-
gection (3) of section 214 :— .

«The Commissioner shall forthwith submit to the Government a report of every case
occurring under this section, and the Government may revise or modify any order made

therein, and make in respect thereof any otber order which the Commissione‘g could
have made.” S

Mr. 8. S. TOLANT: And further—
The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The next.

Ctvir DISOBEDIENCE AND ZAMINDARS IN SIND.

Mr. 8. S. TOLANI (Western Sind): () Will Government be
pleased to state what their policy is in regard to recognizing any power
of zamindars in Sind to stop Satyagrihis (leaders and volunteers men
and women) from entering the villages for the purpose of congress
propaganda, demonstrations and speeches ?

(b) Is it & fact that the District Magistrates delegated powers under
. section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, to Zamindars in Sind ? v

(¢) Have such zamindars been invested with authority to use weapons
and lathis to prevent the entry of or to turn out Satyagrihis from
villages ? ;

(d;‘g Is it a fact that the Collector of Larkana has given them to under-
stand that they possess such powers ? : o

 (¢) 1f s0, under what law did the Collector give such an understanding ?

(f) If the answer to (d) be in the negative, will Government be pleased
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to state whether the Collector of Larkana gave any instructions or
advice of any kind to the zamindars with regard to the Satyagrahi
movement and, if so, what: instructions and under what law ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) Government have not
laid down any policy on the subject. '

{b) No.

(c) No.

(d) No.

{¢) Does not arise.

(f) No such instructions were given, but on one public occasion the
Collector expressed his confidence in the willingness of his za.mmdars
to prevent breaches of the law of all kinds. ’

PrisoNer, MR. HooNDRAJ : CLASSIFICATION.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANT (Sind): (¢) Will Government be pleased to
state whether their attention has been drawn to the resolution No. 69
dated 19th June 1930 of the Kotri Municipality requesting. them (ie.
Government) to place Mr. Hoondraj prisoner in the “ B ” Class in which
he was originally put and to the reply of the District Maglstmte, Karachi,
to the resolution ?

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Hoondraj was put in the “B " Class first and
then put in the “ C” Clags ? :

{c) Why was he considered fit to be placed in “B ” Class ﬁrst and
why was he considered unfit later on ?

(d) Are Government aware that Mr. Hoondraj is a man of education,
good social position and one of the important members of the Kotri
Monicipality ¢

(¢) Are these qualifications of Mr.. Hoondraj sufficient to make
him eligible for “ B ” Class aceording to the rules framed for classification
of prisoners ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) Government are aware
of the resolution. The District Magistrate did not give any reply to it.

{b) Yes.

() The sentencing Magistrate placed Mr. Hoondraj in Class B, but

a8 he was reported to have no income of his own, Govemment placed
him in Class C.

(d) He was reported to be educated and of fair social position. Govern-
ment are aware that he was a member of the Kotri Municipality.

{¢) The Honourable Member is referred to the answer to Clause (c)
of his question. :

Mr. 8. S. TOLANI : With regard to (c) and (e)..

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : T cannot understand what the
honourable member’s question is.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Nor'can I. Wil the honourable
member express himself more clearly ¢

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: With regard to answer to (c) I want to know

whlether the classification of the prisoners is made according to income
only ?
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" 'The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: Not entirely. Everything is
taken into consideration.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: I have to ask a question, Sir. -
" The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What is the question ?

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: I want to know whether Mr. Hoondraj
had sufficient social position ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Whether he had sufficient social
position, for what ? Tt is clearly stated in part (d) of the answer. He
was reported to be educated and of fair social poqtlon, but to have very
little income.

Largana MunicipaniTy : NoMixaTED MEMBERS.
’ »

* Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state—

" (a) the total number of municipal councillors in Larkana City
Monicipality stating the number of elected Hindu, Muhammadan
and nominated members, respectively ;

(b) whether it is a fact that the number of the nominated members
in the municipality has always been the maximum provided by the
Bombay Municipa.l Boroughs Act, 1925 ;

(¢} whether it is a fact that the municipality has been protesting
against the number of the nominated members and that before the
last general election of the municipality the board passed a resolution
recommending its reduction from 1/5th of the total strength to 1/9th-
a3 in other municipal boroughs;

(d) whether it is a fact that while forwarding the papers to Govern-
ment the Commissioner in Sind recommended that the number of
the nominated members may be reduced from 1/5th of total strength
to 1/8th;

(e)/ whether it is a fact that the Government in their resolution
kl\o. 7030, dated 28th November 1927, maintained the same strength
of six nominated members and did not reduce even a single member ;

(f) if the reply to (b) to (d) .be in the affirmative the reasons
for. disagrecing with the Commissioner in Sind and the
Municipality ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL: (q)

Non-Muhammadans .. . 15
Elected {Muhaxmnadans .. .. 10
Nominated . .. .- 6

Total .. 31

(b) Yes.
{c) Yes. They suggested 25 elected members and a maximum of
4 nominated.
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(d) Yes.

(e} Yes.

(f) The distribution of elected and nominated members as fixed by
Government was considered to safeguard the interests of the communi-
ties concerned better than that proposed by the Municipality and' the
Commissioner.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI : The reply to (f) is: [
“The distribution of elected and nominated members as fixed by Government was
considered to safeguard the interests of the commumtles concerned better than tha,t
proposed by the municipality and the Commissioner.”
I want to know how the reduction in the number of nominated seats will
not be in the interests of certain communities.

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL: The- reductmn in
the number of nominated seats was objected to by Mahomedans,
because they were afraid that by the reduction of nominated seats they
will lose their representation with the result that the representatlon of
their community will not be proportionate.

Mr. 8.8. TOLANI: ......

The Honourable the PRESIDENT I cannot follow the honourable
member, Will the honourable member come nearer the chair ¢

Sir SHAH NAWAZ BHUTTO : If we are not able to follow him,
though he is near, how are you going to follow him when he comes
nearer you? |

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI: I want to know whether there is anythmg ,
~ on record to show that the Mahomedans objected to the reduction of the
nominated element. o

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM JEHANGIR VAKIL :' What
does the honourable member mean ? The very fact that I'am aware of
it means that there must be something on record.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : With your permission, Su:, i wxsh
to ask the honourable member who put the question whether he is aware
of the fact that I brought a statutory motion in this Council three years
ago that the present representation by nomination should be retained-
and that it was accepted by the Council ?

SrorLapur RioTs : KHAN BAHADUR IMAMSAHER.

V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN (Sholapur - District): (1) Are
Govemment aware that Khan Saheb Imamsaheb, now Khan Bahadur,
is a leader of the Mahomedan Party at Sholapur ?

(2) Have Government received any communication to the effect
that Khan Bahadur Imamsaheb had any hand in the communal riots
of 1925 or 1927 at Sholapur ?

(3) Are Government aware that he is a° Municipal Councillor and
a leader of one of the two parties in the Municipality ¢

(4) Are Government aware that his assistance was taken in the
investigation of cases arising out of the May 1930 riots at Sholapur ?
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- (5) Did Government employ him on any salary ?

~ (6) Is it & fact that Government has granted him a piece of about
114 acres of forest land at Hattur ? -

(7) Is it a fact that the land granted to him is worth more than
Rs. 15,000 ¢ ‘

(8) Will Government please say for what services of Khan Bahadur
Imamsaheb this grant was made ?

{9) Was this land ever applied for by anybody before ?

(10) yas it applied for by Mr. G. N. Atre, District Deputy Collector,
in 1929 ¢

(11) Was a Panchnama then made about the value of the land and
the trees therein ? ‘

* (12) Is it a fact that the land and trees were then valued at more
tha.n Rs. 15,000 %

(13) Is it a fact that the two Panchnamas about the valuation of the
land and trees were made by two different Circle Inspectors in 1930 when
the grant of the land was to be made to Khan Bahadur Imamsaheb ?

(14) Will Government please give the valuations of the land and trees
made by these two Circle Inspectors ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (1) The Honourable Member
evidently refers to Khan Bahadur Shaikh Imam Shaikh Muhammad,
Government have no information whether he is a leader of any
Muhammadan party at Sholapur.

(2) No. .

{3) The Khan Bahadur is a Municipal Counclllor Government
have no information as to his being a leader of a party in the Municipality.

(4) Yes.

(5) No. .

(6) Yes. The land was disforested land.

(7) No.

(8) In recognition of his meritorious service in the Police Department

~and his valuable assistance in the investigation of cases arising from
the riots at Sholapur in May 1930.
(9) Yes. . -

(10) Yes.

(11) Yes. .

{12) Yes. The figure was Rs. 17,000 which was considered excessive.

(13) and (14} Only one panchnama was made in 1930, in which the
land was valued at Rs. 5,000 and the trees at Rs 400. )

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN: With regard to clause (2) of my
question is it a fact that Mr. Pegge, the then Superintendent of Police,
had informed Government of Bombay regarding the stopping of the
pension or contribution to the pension of Khan Bahadur Imam Saheb,
then Khan Saheb Imam Saheb ?

" The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : That question does not arise.
Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : T have asked the question:

 Have Government received any communication to the effect that Khan Bahadur
Tmam Saheb had any hand in the communal riots of 1925 or 1927 at Sholapur 2
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The reply is ‘No.’  Iam asking a supplementary question whether any
communication was received by Government frorm the then Superinten-
dent of Police, Mr. Pegge, recommending to stop the pension of Khan
Bahadur Imam Saheb for having taken part in the communal riot ¢ -

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: I require notice of that
question,

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : As regards (6), is this plecex of
land adjoining to the land which Khan Bahadur Imam Saheb owns 2 -

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I do pot know.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : As regards (10), why was this lsind,
not given to Mr. Atre, District Deputy Collector, m 1929, when he was
asking for it ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: Every person who apphes
does not get the land. ‘

Dr. V. G. VATSHAMPAYAN : Did the price go down in one year by ,
Rs. 12,0001

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: The land was estimated at
Rs. 17,000, but it was considered excessive. Government valuation
was Rs. 5,000 , o

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN: [s it a fact that two panchanamas
were made, one by the Mamlatdar and the other by the Circle Inspector,
in the month of September 1930, the first on or about the 20th of
September and the second on the 30th September 1930% -

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: If the Lonoursble member
refers to the printed reply he will find that only one panchanama was
made in 1930,

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : My information is this..

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Government are not respons-
ible for the honourable member's information,

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : May I take it that this land wag
solely given for helping the investigation of cases arising from the riots
of 1930, and not for the meritorious service in the Police Department,
from which be retired long ago ?

The Honourable Mr. G, A. THOMAS: If the honourable member
refers to my answer to part (8) he will find the answer to his present
question. p
4 Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : This is a qucstlon supplementary to
my question (8). I am asking whether this grant was made to him
solely for the purpose of helping in the investigation of cases and not for
Lis meritorious scrvice, because he had retived three or four years ago,

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is arguing.

The Honourable Mr. (G, A. THOMAS: I will refer the honourable
member to the answer to part (8).

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : It is for both—that is the reply.
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- Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : Are we to take from this that in these
days when retrenchment is going on in all the departments, land is
given free of charge instead of taking full price ? :

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : What is the exact question ?
~ Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE : Have not Government suffered any
loss by giving this ?

: The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Government have suffered no
088,

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : In reply to part (12) it is stated that the
land was valued Rs. 17,000, May I know whether that valuation was
made in the same way as the valuation (Rs. 5,000) referred to in (13) and
(14)? '

‘The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS:I am afraid I cannot
remember the details. I must ask for notice of this question.

‘Dr. M. K. DIXIT : The Honourable Member stated that there was
- 10 loss to Government, There was an offer of Rs. 17,000 once, but
that land has been given away which was valued later on at Rs. 5,000.
There is a difference of Rs. 12,000 and this is a distinct loss to Govern-
ment.

' The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : Government had not these
offers simultaneously. But when I said that there was no loss to
Government I had in mind the fact that the land was given for his
valuable services. .

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE : Do Government value the services at
Rs. 12,000 2

(No reply.) : .

- Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : Did the Government gain anything
thereby ? '

(No reply.)

Mr. B. P. WADKE : Who were the authorities who calculated the
value of the land ? 'Will Government disclose that ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : It is done usually by the land
revenue authorities, the circle inspectors. If you want the exact details
in this case, I must ask for notice.

Mr. B. P. WADKE : Why is that done by the Circle Inspector and
not by Engineers ? .

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS: It is not the business of
engineers to value land.

Porice Acrion : Laxp Revexue CoiiecrioN N GUIARAT.

Mr. B. P. WADKE (Bombay City, South): (s) Has the attention
of Government been drawn to the account recently published by Father
Elwin of the Christ Sewa Sangh in the Bombay Chronicle of the results
of his personal investigation into allegations of police excesses in certain
talukas of Gujarat in connection with the realisation of land revenue
from the no-tax campaigners %
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(b) Do Government intend to make an inquiry into the allegatmns
as demanded by Father Elwin ?

(c) What further action have Government: taken in regard to the
correspondence between themselves and the Indian Merchants’ Chamber
ending with the latter’s letter in reply to Government’s letter
No. 6334-b/28 dated 27th November 1930 pubhshed in the Bombay
Chronicle of 8th December 1930 ? , _

The Honourable Mr., G. A. THOMAS: (o ) Yes.

(%) No.

(¢) This part of the question should have been addressed to the
Honourable the Revenue Member. ' I am however authorised by him
to state that Government, have not taken any further action thh regard.
to the correspondence mentionedin the question. . ¥

Mr. B. P. WADKE : As regards (b), may I know why Government
do not intend to make any enquiry ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: They do not consuler any
useful purpose will be served therehy.

Mr. B. P. WADKE Are the statements made by Fa.ther L‘lwm
untrue ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Government have not m}ade
an investigation into the truth of those allegations and they "do ‘mot
intend to make any investigaion. kL

Mr. B. P. WADKE : My question was whether the charges ma.de by'
Father Elwin in the newspapers were true or untrue ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS: The allegations were not
accepted by Government,

ExTERTAINMENT DUTY : OFFICE SUPERVISOR

Mr. B. P. WADKE (Bombay Clty, South) : (z) Will Government
be pleased to state whether the Supervisor of Entertainment Duty
under the Bombay Collector is a pensioner of the Bombay City Pohce
since 1923 and if so, what his age was on lst March 1931% =~

"(b) Is it a fact that this Department has been made permanent and
if 8o, why the present incumbent is allowed to continue in the office

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON: (#) The Supervisor of
Entertainments Duty was formerly in the Bombay City Police, but
since January 1923 he has served under the Collector of Bombay as
Supervisor. His age is 63 years.

{b) The establishment has been made permanent since July 1927
and the present Supervisor has been retained in service as he is mentally
and physically fit and has an intimate knowledge of conditions in
Bombay,

Mr. B. P. WADKE : With regard to (o (@) at what age are Govern-
ment servants supposed to retire from service 1
The Honourable Mr. W, ¥. HUDSON : Sometimes 55, sometimes 60
Mr. B. P. WADKE ; But the present incumbent retired seven
years before |
u0 Hb 444
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The Honourable Mr, W. F. HUDSON : No, not at all. He has never
retired ; his services were transferred from ‘the Police to the Special
department. He has not retired, nor does he draw any pension.

Mr. B. P. WADKE : How many other officers in Bombay City have
been allowed to continue in service after 60 yearsof age !

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I do not know whether that
arises out of this. <

Rao Bahadur R, R, KALE: The Honourable Member said that 60
was the limit,

The Honoursble Mr W. F. HUDSON: Still Government slways
have a right to extend.

Mr. B. P. WADKE: Is it the policy of Government during these
hard days to continue in service men who have attained 55 years
of age ¢

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : That is a matter of opinion.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu) : Could any saving
have been made by Government by continuing him in service when
younger officers will draw less than the maximum salary as is the
case with this officer ? v

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : Government have benefited
financially by this transaction undoubtedly,

Mr. J. 8. KADRI: What are his special qualifications ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON: He is the only man in
Bombay who knows anything about the business.

Mr. B. P. WADKE: What kind of business is he doing and
how many assistants has he ¢

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I must ask for notice of that.
He may have one or two assistants, but he does the work himself.

Mr. B. P. WADKE : Has he to do cnly table work or has he to visit
cinema theatres and other theatres ?
. The Honourable Mr. W, F. HUDSON : The point is that he goes
round and inspects theatres. That ix what he is concerned with.

The |Honourable the PRESIDENT: No more supplementary
questions,

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE : Before the next subject is taken up, I would
like to know whether the report of the Cotton Contracts Committee will
be made available to the members of thls House, because that Bill will

"be coming up shortly.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Yes; it will be made
available, We have at present only two copies available which will be
given to any members interested. We have ordered more copies which
will be distributed when they arrive.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : As a matter of fact my office will
be obliged if a copy is given to them,
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« The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : We have two copies
now and the other copies will also be handed over to the members of
the House.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : There is need of that report in
view of the fact that the Bill will be coming up shortly.

The Hon¢urable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : We have ordered
them from Bombay and will distribute them as soon as we receive them,

Mr. L. R.GOKHALE : Along with the rules and regulations, I believe.
There are by-laws under the Act which are not available to us.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN: The by-laws are
made by the East India Cotton Association.

The Houourable the PRESIDENT: But would the Honourable.
Member get one copy and place it in the Library, so that if Decessary
honourable members may refer to it ?

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Yes, certainly.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Before the Bill is reached. The
Honourable Member will kindly see o it.

BILL No, I1I OF 1931 (A BILL FURTHER TO AMEND THE BOMBAY
IRRIGATION ACT, 1879). :

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Mr. President, I beg
Second reading. to move that Bill No. III of 1931 (a Bill
further to amend the Bombay Irrigation Act, 1879) be read a second
time. ' '
- In making this motion, T have but a few observations to make, because
all the reasons why the changes have been made by the Select Committee
have been given in the report of the Committee. 1willenly bring certain
features of the report before this honourable House. *

The first important change which the Select Committee has made is
that all the new sections have been incorporated ina separate part because
they are, in the first instance, only to apply to the lands of the Lioyd
Barrage. In order that there may not be any confusion. those sections
which relate to lands irrigable by the Lloyd Barrage canals are
incorporated at the end of the original Act. ‘

The next change is that the word * Sind ”” has been omitted because
there are certain canals in the Lloyd Barrage which do not come under
Sind. It may be necessary that certain other changes may have to be
made in the other canals’ which now exist and to remodel the.
water courses as regards those canals, So a provision is made in the Bill
that whenever such changes are to be made in the canal system, they will
be placed before this honourable House and & motion will be brought up -
for their adoption before this part is extended to these canals.

The other change which has been made is that originally it
was the Canal-officer who was authorised to decide whether a particular
alignment was necessary or not. It was found to be the general desire
that the Canal-officer should be of the rank of an Executive Engineer,
That suggestion has been accepted by the select committee, It was
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further desired that the alignment should be ordered by the Collector.
So the officer who orders the alignment is the Collector now and not the
Canal-officer. In the body of the original Act honourable members must
have noticed that appeals to the Commissioner and the Government are
admissible. That provision for appeals is there. . So the decision of the
Collector as regards alignment is subject to such revisional appeal as is
provided in the Act. But if any remedy is allowed in a civil court, then
the whole thing may be held up indefinitely. Realignment, construction
of water courses and everything will be stopped by obtaining a temporary
injunction. Originally there.was no provision about this, but, as
I pointed out yesterday, the Collector, instead of the Canal-officer, has
been authorised to order the alignment, and a revisional jurisdiction ia
given to .the Commissioner and the Government. °

As regards any disputes concerning water courses, there is already a
provision under section 26 of the original Act that if there is a dispute
between two owners, then they should approach the Canal-officer. If
" they accept the Canal-officer as arbitrator, his decision will be fipal, If
they do not agree, then the Canal-officer refers the matter to the Collector
and subject to the decision of the civil court, the Collector’s decision is
made final. That provision is already there in section 26 of the
original Act. S .

As the Collector was substituted for the Canal Officer in section 354,
the original clause in the amending Bill became unnecessary and has
therefore been deleted and this provision has been embodied in section 92
of the Bill now before the House, :

Under the original Bill, all the costs were to be equally distributed upon
all the lands which were going to be benefited by the Lloyd Barrage canal
system. But it was pointed out that the lands which have already got
water will not be benefited to that extent to which lands which have had
no water whatever, or which have been fallow lands for the last 20 years
or more, would ; and that there will be a difference as regards the lands
. which are already getting water when there is a modification of the water
courses. As regards the other lands which are not getting any water,
they-will get water for the first time~ It was therefore pointed out
that it was not equitable to divide the cost equally but that it should be
distributed in the proportion of 1 to 2 as regards lands which are already
irrigated and Government waste lands; and 1to 3 as regards lands
which have not been cultivated since 1911, and private waste lands.

I know there are amendments. I will fstate the reasons why
that differentiation is made as regards the costs of rectangulation
and sub-rectangulation which are included in the cost of the
preliminary survey. The costs of rectangulation and sub-rectangulation
were incurred for the right alignment of the canals and the
original intention according to the Bill was that all these costs
should be borne by the lands through which the camals were going
to be constructed. But it was pointed out that to a certain extent there
would be administrative inconvenience. Government are acting in two
different capacities, viz., as landholders and as administrators. As
administrators they are going ta be benefited. Therefore, it is but right
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that a portion of the cost should be borne by Government. So it was
decided that one-third of the cost should be borne by Government and
two-thirds should be spread over lands through which the water courses
are going to be constructed. At the same time I may say for the informa-
tion of honourable members that eveu if the whole cost is thrown upen
the lands, it works out at4 annas an acre. Ubnder the proposed
arrangement 2 annas and 4 pies are thrown upon the private lands and.
1 anns and 8 pies are going to be borne by Government. | .

According to the wishes of the advisory committee in Sind, it
was pointed out to Government that if any landholder was willing to
construct the water course at his own cost, then an option should be
given to him, This provision was embodied in the original Bill which
passed its first reading in the Budget session. Then a difficulty was
pointed out. Supposing a landholder who chooses to make his own
Karia or water course constructs only s portion and the rest is
constructed by the Canal-officer, how is the cost to be distributed ?
Provision is made in the Bill before this honourable House for
the equitable distribution of these costs.

About the cost of construction there are certain ambiguitics—how the
cost of the construction and the cost of the preliminary survey which
includes the cost of rectangulation and sub-rectangulation should be
divided. The suggestion was made that the amounts should be
distributed according to acreage. It was a very reasonable suggestion .
and was accepted. - :

Now as regards disputes about apportionment, suppose the Canal-
officer decides that out of the cost X should bear a certain portion and
Y should bear a certain portion. If the parties do not agree, then an
appeal is provided to the Collector and the Commissioner. There is a
suggestion that even a suit may be allowed as regards this apportion-
meni.

The clause about jurisdiction has been slightly modified and made
more clear,

As regards section 35-A, as I pointed out, owing to the subsitution of
the Collector for the Canal-officer, this section became unnecessary.
The subsequent clauses which were consequential amendments also
became unnecessary and have been deleted. , A

Illustrations have been added to make the matter more clear as to
how the apportionment will take place. I do not think I need explain
it in more detail because the report of the select committee is before
honourable members and the reasons for the changes have been quite
clearly stated. I therefore move that this Bill be read a second time.

Question proposed. -

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Here I must point out one thing
to the honourable members, particularly new members of the House, as
some of them have been approaching me since yesterday asking whether
the House is at liberty to discuss the motion on its merits generally.
According to the law, when the motion that the Bill be read a second
time'is put to the House, any honourable mewber who wishes to make °
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general remarks discussing the Bill in this second stage (that must be
remembered) may do so. That is to say, the discussion should not go
back to the stage which has been passed. The principle of the Bill will
not be allowed to be discussed, but the details of the Bill may be discussed
without going into the merit of each particular clause. That can be
done when the Bill will be taken up clause by clause if the present motion
is accepted by the House.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : T want to move an amendment
to the Bill, Sir. Will you allow the general discussion on the amendment
as well as the motion together ?

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The honourable member has not
placed any amendment in my hands.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District) : Sir, I beg
to move the following amendment :

* That the Bill, as reported, be recommitted to the select committee with a direction
to visit the area affected by the bill, acquaint themselves with the actual conditions
obtaining there, ascertain the public opinion, consider the amendments submitted to
:}l:)is Hit;m’;a and then re-submit their report to this House before the next sessions of the

unoil.”

Question proposed.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University) : Sir, on a point of
order. I do not think the amendment is in order, because I find that
+ it can come only under (i) of (b) of (2) of standing order 8 of VIII, and
there the directior to the select committee is to make some particular or
additional provision in the Bill. The amendment that was read out
does not seek a particular or an additional provision but it seeks some-
thing else, it directs that the select committee should visit the area and
should hear complaints and see the actual conditions and so on, There
is no prayer that a particular or additional provision should be made.

SAYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : I do not come under (3i5) but
I come under para (i) “ without limitation.” We can resubmit under
this without limitation. _ :

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE : But the honourable member has given
some directions to do general things.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: I will change it to * without
Limitation * if that is required.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Would the honourable member
enlighten the House as to what is the scope of those words ?

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: By “without limitation” -
I understand that the Bill would be recommitted to the select committee
to recommend anything they like besides the recommendations that have
been made by this honourable House so that there are no limitations.
. 1 am coming under sub-clause () (). The House must give some direc-
tion. It cannot recommit but for what? Something should be done
by the select committee. It has to be recommitted to the select
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committee for suggesting that the committee should, after further
consideration of the bill, visit certain places in the area_aﬁect/ed by the
bill and then make recommendations about the whole bill.

The Houourable the *PRESIDENT: I think the amendment
proposed is in order, but T would suggest tothe honourable member

that the amendment might simply state that the Bill as reported
be recommitted to the select committee under sub-clause (5) (b) of 8;
and in stating his grounds for recommittal without limitation, he might
mention the various reasons why he suggests this course. Would that
suit him ¢

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Yes, Sir.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : He may now further explain his

motion if he likes. The amendment now would be as follows :

That the Bill, as reported, be recommitted to the select committee under clause 8
(2) ) (5)-

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Sir, the honourable House

need not think that I have taken them by surprise nor the Government,

because Government are alreadyin the know of the affair. Govern- .

ment know that this motion was brought in the select committee and
it was earnestly prayed by some of the members of the select committee,
especially those representing Sind, that the select committee should
visit the area affected by this bill, especially in view of the various
representations submitted by the various zamindars’ associations in
Sind to the Honourable the Finance Member and many of those
representation were not translated nor given to the members in order
that they might understand their contents as it was likely that a
persual of those petitions and the digesting of the contents of those
petitions might have changed the committee’s opinion. I think we
were quite serious in making that suggestion, but that was ruled out

of order, though I thank you, Sir, that you have held my present motion"

in order here.

My reasons are that sweeping changes have been made after the first
reading of the bill by the select committee. That necessitates that the
people should be given a chance to discuss and criticise the various
changes brought about by the select committee, I think that in
fairness, consistent with the spirit of the times, when we are
expecting a popular Government, when our hopes are that people
will govern instead of the Government that we have got at
present and therefore in such an atmosphere and in these times we
should give a fair chance to people likely to be affected by this Bill to
criticise the measure which is going to affect them vitally—not going
to affect the present generation only, but, sa one of my honourable
colleagues said yesterday, going to affect generations and, generations,
This is a question of hife and death for them. There is a regular
agitation afoot in Sind which the docile people of Sind never imagined
in the past, but it is because it is going to affect their livelihood vitally
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that they are very much concerned about the passage of this Bill. I think
therefore that the people should be given a chance to criticise aud the
, members of the select committee should consider that criticism. There
Jhas been a suggestion made to me that I should ask that the
whole House should visit the area aflected. I would be very glad
,to accept this suggestion but for the present financial difficulties of
Government, because a suggestion like that might be considered as too
liberal, if not foolish. I feel, however, that the select committee being
a body elected by this honourable House should have a chance to go
and study the actual conditions obtaining there, and I think it is no
disclosure of a secret to say that many of the honourable members of
this House who belong to this Presidency have got no experience of our
irrigational system or of our revenue system in Sind at all. Therefore, to
entrust a measure which is going to vitally affect the people of Sind to
certain gentlemen who have got no knowledge of the actual conditions
would be unfair if they are not given a chance of personally visiting the
place and studying the real conditions which would be brought about
by the provisions of this Bill if it passes into law. I do not think the
cost will be enormous nor the time that is required, because I suggest
that the report should be submitted before the next session of the
Council, i.e., the one to be held in September or October next. The
committee may select certain areas where we can manage to
bring representatives of various zamindars’ associations who have been
carrying on agitations and who have sent in petitions and various .
telegrams, I think, to the Honourable the Finance Member who
appears to have been flooded with petitions and telegrams on the
very day when we were deliberating on the various clauses of this Bill
in the select committee. That surely ought to have given him an
inkling of the exact state of feelmg of the people concerned.
I earnestly appeal to the honourable House and also to the Honourable
the Finance Member and to Government generally that Government
will not be losers nor will the people be losers by the delay of two or
three months in the passing of this measure. It is a huge scheme
- which has taken years. Now it is only a question of two or three
months during which the members of the select committee might
be given a chance to study the representations and the complaints made
against the provisions of the Bill. Then they can go and visit the
people who are going to be affected by the Bill on the spot and then they
may, if they are satisfied with the truth of the representations,
report accordingly, but if on the other hand they are satisfied that the
clauses as now embodied in the Bill are right and proper or in consonance
"with the feelings of the people and that those clauses fully satisfy the
requirements of the experts of Government, then they may by all
means make a report to that effect. : ‘
With these, few remarks, I commend. this amendment to the
House for their acceptance. *
Mr. B. S. KAMAT; Sir, I feel constrained to oppose this amendment
which wants to take the select committee for an outing to the Barrage
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area. My reasons are that the motion seems o have been intended
only asa last desperate effort to postpone the passage of the Bill to another
session of the Council. I do not think that it is necessary for the select
committee to go and visit the site. Indeed, many members of the select
comumittee (official and non-official) have visited Sind in connection with
their duties. I think the chairman of the select committee, the
Honourable Sir Govindrao Pradban, has seen Sind and the Barrage area.
The Honourable the Revenue Member has also seen Sind and has spent
practically all his official life there. Another member, the honourable
member from Sholapur, who was on the Advisory Committee, has visited
Sind and is acquainted with the Barrage conditions. As for myself,
T had the privilege of going to Sind twice, specially for the purpose of
studying agricultural conditions, and although I do not pretend to know
intimately the detailed conditions that are obtaining there, still it was
my business to enquire into the agricultural conditions of all classes of
people from the zamindars to the haris, from officials and non-officials,
and the co-operative bank people, in order to find out, e.g., the cost of
production in agriculture, the indebtedness, the cost of various crops and
other matters in connection with the Royal Commission on Agriculture
and the Banking Enquiry Committee. Ihave seen Karachi, Hyderabad,
Mirpurkhas, Larkana, Shikarpur, Sukkur and other places in Sind.
But, 8ir, my chief argument is not based on how many members of the
select committee have or have not seen the situation in Sind. My point
is that the main principles of the Bill have been accepted by this House
and the House has given a mandate to the select committee. Therefore,
even if the select committee were to go to Sind and visit the places,
I do not think they would be able to go beyond the mandate of this
House and reopen the question as regards the liability of the people
concerned and such like matters, As for other details, we have had
any number of representations from the people of Sind—in fact the
select committee was flooded with telegrams from zamindars as well
as other people. Indeed, I do not imagine that any possible objections.
or any possibie arguments could be brought forward now even if the
whole of the select committee were to find themselves tomorrow at-
Sukkur, Practically every sort: of objection has been either telegraphed
or incorporated in written petitions and, in my opinion, no fresh light-
could be thrown on the subject. The only thing that we could do is
perhaps to see a few kariyas and a few fields. 1 do not think it is necessary
to see the Lariyas at site hefore we can really understand the problem.
I would point out that if we are to discuss what should be the powers
of the Canal officers, it is not necessary to see what the kariyas actually
are. \We know what they are in the Deccan. Many of us have spent
our lives in studying irrigation grievances and the working of irrigation
schemes. We know what the water-courses and channels are, Their'
sizesmay vary. Idonot think it is necessary to study the water-courses
of any particular village before we can define the powers of the canal
officers. L amsure it would be nothing but a waste of public money—
I am speaking now as a member of the Retrenchment Committee—
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it would be a waste of .public money to visit Sind in connection with
this Bill about which we have already heard so many objections.

Sir SHAH NAWAZ BHUTTO (Lsrkana District) : Sir, before I make
a few observations on the motion before the House, I must sympathise
with the previous speaker (Mr. Kamat) in his ignorance. Though he is
not aware of the A B C of Sind conditions, by paying flying visits to
Places like Karachi, Sukkur and Hyderabad, be speaks as if an authority
and disputes the amendment moved by my honoursble friend asking
that the members of the select committee should visit the place and
acquaint themselves with the facts. Sir, T understand that every Govern-
ment exists for the good of the people and for the benefit of the people.
If that is the real object of every Government, they ought to convince
the people for whom they introduce legislation that it is in the interest
of the people concerned. I regret to observe, Sir, that in this matter
Government and the officials concerned have absolutely failed in con-
vincing the people of the province of Sind that this legislation is introduced
in the interest of the people. Rightly or wrongly, the fact is that the
people are not convinced of the benefits of this legislation at all. Under
these circumstances, if Government want to push this measure in spite
of the unanimous and universal opposition from Sind and without the
co-operation of the representatives of that province, well, let them take
the consequences. It is regrettable that in the last session of the Legis-
lative Council when this measure was for the first time introduced,
Government found that they had not the least chance of getting this
measure through, the Government excluded Presidency proper from
its operation and my honourable friend Rao Bahadur Chitale when
speaking on it, expressed how Presidency members were corrupted by
this offer of Government of excluding the Presidency proper from the
operation of this measure............

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: I might point out to the
honourable member that the present motion before the House is that
the Bill be recommitted to the select_committee with the object that
the honourable mover has in view. The honourable member is, however,
arguing on the necessity of a Bill like this. As the honourable member
Mr. Kamat pointed out, the principle has been accepted by the House.

Sir SHAH NAWAZ BHUTTO : I will just come to the point. The
remarks 1 made so far were only introductory. It is true that the
principle of the Bill was accepted, but it was accepted on some under-
standing. You yourself, Sir, had very kindly permitted us to discuss
some of the principal amendments in the select committee, but some of
them were not considered, and we were not given a fair chance to consider
them. Tt was on that condition and that understanding that we had
accepted the principle of the Bill.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The honourable member and
the whole House would get that chance again, if the Bill goes further,
at the time of the second reading.
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Sir SHAH NAWAZ BHUTTO : In order to save the time of the House

1 just wanted to suggest some solution, so that we may meet half-way -

and, have & smooth way in regard to this legislation, If thatis not
permitted, then I would only support the amendment.

Rao Bahadur S. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District) : Sir, I rise to oppose
.this amendment, and I do so with the greatest reluctance. I find that
the honourable member the leader of the Moslem party had something
to say against my honourable friend Mr. Kamat, because he claimed to
know a little of Sind, but my honourable friend Mr. Kamat made it very
clear that he never pretended to know as much of Sind as the honourable
members from Sind. He merely said that having visited Sind twice,
he knew something about it, and I do not think there wag any justifica-
tion for the leader of the Moslem party to have made those remarks
sgainst my honourable friend Mr. Kamat. '

Now, it is said that the select committee was flooded with a number
of representations. There is no denying that fact. It is true that we
.had a number of representations, but it should not be taken for granted
that those representations were not considered by the select committee.
It will be seen, and we knew, that almost all the representations contained
similar allegations, and the principle adopted was that the longest of the
representations should be considered. When we went through the
longest of the representations, it was found that all that they contained
was some allegations against the canal officers, and so far as the grievance
against the canal officers was concerned, the select committee did agree
to a change from canal officer to executive engineer, which point was
made clear by the Honourable the Finance Member. Now, it has to be
further remembered that we had on the select committee no less than
four honourable members from Sind ; my honourable friend the leader

of the Moslem party was there, the honourable mover of the amendment -

was there, so also the honourable member Khan Bahadur Allahbaksh
was there and my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Khuhro was there.
When all these representatives of Sind were on the select committee
they could explain the entire position which they knew very well: We
did not take a leap in the dark, and it is wrong to say that we had no
sufficient light before us ; and, besides, we thought that, after all, even
if we went to Sind, it would only be & matter of incurring additional
expenditure without any further light being brought to us, because even.
if we had gone there, the same representations would have been made.
It was not a question, as was made very clear by my honourable friend
Mr, Kamat, of inspecting a field here and a field there, It 'was a question

of settling certain principles, and in the select committee, as the represen~ -

tatives from Sind are aware, every concession demanded by them has
been conceded. The hitch came only as regards the costs to be borne
a8 between themselves and the Government as regards waste lands, and
of course, even there, as was pointed out by the Honourable the Finance
Member, it was agreed that one-third of the cost should be borne by
Government and two-thirds by the zamindars, Of course, the only
point on which the select committee did not agree was with regard to
the jurisdiction of the civil court. As regards this, as was pointed out,
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if this was allowed, the whole thing would;be held up, God knows for
how long—it may be for years. For that reason, it was thought reason-
able not to allow that power to the civil courts. Otherwise, the select
committee was very favourable, and every point brought forward by the
honourable members from Sind was very sympathetically considered.
With all this, if they are to say that we are ignoramuses and that we do
not know anything, I do not understand the propriety of these remarks,
With these words, I oppose the amendment.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO (Larkana District): Sir, I rise to
support the amendment moved by my honourable friend from
Hyderabad. The argument put forward by my honourable friend from
Poona (Mr. Kamat) that he and certain other members of the select
committee have visited Sind in different capacities and therefore they.
have acquired sufficient knowledge with regard to this particular problem
is, I think, absolutely wrong. V:siting Sind in different capacities means
acquiring knowledge in those particular capacities with regard to those:
particular problems. Visiting certain headquarters of districts does not
mean acquiring knowledge with regard to the various technical problems
connected with irrigation. In this particular question, what we mean
really and what is intended by the honourable mover of the amendment is
that the honourable members of the select committee should be given
a definite opportunity to go and visit, for example, certain water-courses
that are intended to be constructed, to go and take the evidence of those
people who are going directly to be affected by the construction of those
water-courses and by the source of their water supply being altered. The
question governed by this Bill is not only the question of designing and
construction of new water-courses. Apart from that, there is another
fundamental question governed by this Bill, and that is with regard to
the change of the source of water supply from one water-course to another
water-course. Thereiore yesterday, during the question hour there were
certain questions asked about disputes arising out of a change of the
source of water supply. I think it is wrong to presume, or for any
honourable member to believe, that this particular technical side which
is at present before the House could be known merely by a flying visit
to Sind. Without casting any reflection on any honourable member,
I make bold to say that even those honourable members who are serving
on the Barrage Advisory Committee—] am referring to those from the

" Presidency proper—have never cared to study this problem by visiting
the fields. They simply come to Karachi on the day on which the Advi-
sory Committee has to meet ; they sit at Government House, Karachi,
to discuss questions without themselves knowing much about them, relying
on the data supplied by the officials, and therefore their knowledge is not
first-hand knowledge. It has been made abundantly clear by every
honourable member from Sind in this House that this question vitally
affects the interests of the people there, and to deprive them of the right
of adducing their evidence before the select committee, who occupy the
position of judges selected by this honeurable House, is, in my opinion,
absolutely wrong and unfair. The point of all honourable members who
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have preceded me and who have spoken against the amendment is that
it is a question of time, that time would be unuecessarily wasted, and so
on and so forth. They know it perfectly well—both honourable members
who happened to be members of the select corx_lmittee—.-tﬁhat it wad
expressed by us that ample opportunity ehould be given to visit the places
and take evidence of individuals on the spot, and then the select committee
could meet for a final decision, Apart from that, it is no secret that Iam
divulging when I bring to the notice of honourable members here that in
the end of April I had made a reference to the Chairman of the select
committee, the Honourable the Finance Member, that it will be necessary
that the initial meeting of the select committee should be fixed for some
time in May. At that time I had made it clear that such a suggestion of
visiting Sind and recording evidence was likely to be made by certain
members of the select committee. Therefore, there was ample time for the
members of the select committee to visit the places and see for themselves
and then come and discuss matters in the select committee finally after
having heard the people concernedand after having known things for
themselves. But I am sorry to say that the Honourable Member in charge
of the Bill refused to accept my suggestion. Therefore, for various-
reasons better known to him, he did not care to agree to this suggestion.
He held the meeting of the select committee in the middle of June. -Iam
sorry to say that on account of the Honourable Chairman of the select
corumittee and certain other Government members the select com-
mittee was deprived of this right. Apart from that the mover of this
amendment has stated that this matter was not even placed before the
select committee, for giving their opinion and for voting on the subject.
So, in my opinion to brush aside a very strong and a pertinent suggestion
like this so summarily is absolutely not justified. ‘

Apart from that, the minutes of dissent that have been submitted by
nmyself, by the honourable members Syed Miran Mahomed Shah and
Mr. Surve make it abundantly clear that the representations that we
received from various bodies and associations which were intended for the
members of the select committee were not circulated. These were receiv-
ed just before the select committee sat. So, its members did not have
sufficient were opportunity to see what those represenations contained.
There various other representationsand petitions which were never circula-
ted. Because many of them were in the Sindhi language, the members
from the presidency who were on the committee could not have the bene-
fit of the materials contained in those representations. It is proverbial
that the English language is not much known in Sind. So, the agricul-
turists cannot be expected to translate them into English and send them
to the committee. But it is the bounden duty of the Chairman of the
select committee to get them translated and keep them ready for the
members before the meeting is called for,

Another question—which was also tackled by the honourable member
Mr. Surve—is that there was a departure from the ordinary procedure
laid down for the select committee. For instance, the restricting of the
scope of the civil court. :
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The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Is that an artful way of criticising
the ruling given by the President yesterday ?

Khan Babadur M. A, KHUHRO : I am not divulging what happened
in the select committee. I am only saying what has come out here.
I want only to submit that the select committee has made certain recom-
mendations in the altered Bill before us which were not in the original
Bill. T was referring to clause 3. The civil court has heen deprived
of its inherent right of giving decision on the matter and the people have
been deprived of the right to approach civil courts.

- Another question which was referred to by the Honourable the Finance
Member is the question of compensation. I think he partially agreed
in his speech that the,right of the civil courts to interfere in the matter
of improper compensation and such other matters has not been definitely
laid down in the Bill. The originsl clause 35A made it clear and that
has been taken away when the Sind members who were on the committee
were absent from the meeting of the select committee. These are really
very cogent reasons in my opinion to show that the consideration of
time should not weigh with us, 1t will be about a month or so as pointed
out by the honourable member from Hyderabad. If Government ever
intended to bring a Bill of this nature they should have done so earlier
and given time to the people to consider it. The Barrage scheme
commenced in 1923 and now 8 years have elapsed. During all this time
no effort was made by Government to acquaint the people of the fact
that a Bill of this character is going to be brought into this House. So,
the whole responsibility lies on Government. But it is no reason to
deprive the people of their inherent right.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : This is really a subject for which
a few remarks should suffice. :

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : T hope honourable members will
take into consideration all the points and support the amendment.

Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE (Ahmednagar District) : Sir, I may
remind the House that on the last occasion when we met in this House

" I pleaded for the postponement of this measure in view of the points
raised by honourable members from Sind. I do not wish to rely on my
memory and so I will read from the Debates what I said on that occasion :

*“There are only four months, and I should think it is not too much for Government
to buy out their contentment if it is possible to buyit. If they were to oppose the whole
Bill altogether and be 8o unreasonable, that would be another matter, but what ap_pgals
te u8 most strongly on this side of the Honse is their offer, namely, that they are willing
to consider the Bill in the next July sessions, in the meanwhile they will go back, speak
to the other men, take stock of the grievances and practical objections of the several
zamindars and agricolturists and after they will be ready and by that time also I think
the figures which are now collected or are being collected by Government officers will
also be available and complete. What appeals 1o me personally is this that if for this
small concession you can buy up their contentment and run through a legislation of this
kind which is beneficial not only to Sind but to the rest of the Presidency, I should think
the Honourable the Finance Member would be very well advised in leaving the first
reading to-day—we shall vote unanimously if you like—and having the other stages
in the July sessions.”

I read this to the House just to remind it that this is not a new matter
that is sprung upon us suddenly. There is a long history behind this
scheme, Enquiries began in May 1930 and the advisory committee
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met in Sind. This Bill was on the legislative anvil for a cons1derable
time and some assurances were asked of the Honourable the Finance
Member. After having promised to consider the Bill in the July
sessions, I do not think it fair either to us or to Government to go back
upon our promise. It is due to us to face the battle through and through
now, Therefore, 2sa member of this House, T would plead earnestly that
honourable members from Sind should remove this blocking motion and
not opposeit. Then we will see what help we can give you in the manner
in which we think it reasonable. [ think this will satisfy the honourable
members from Sind and the whole House. Otherwise this discussion
will end in disappointment which my honourable friends from Sind
will feel. - A

Mr. A. N. SURVE (Bombay City, North): Sir, I only submit that
there are very good grounds for the recommittal of this Bill to the select
committee, \When the House appoints a select committee it expects
them to exercise their discretion and to give a right judgment. Judg- -
‘ments are formed on materials that are placed before you. Ifthe material
i3 placed hefore you, you can come to a right judgment. But what
happened in this case is several representatmns were received by Govern-
ment. Some of them were in English. Others were in Sindhi. Even
those that were in English were not placed before the members of the
select committee. The point was raised and an adjournment was
suggested to enable them to be typed and handed over to the members.
Notwithstanding that suggestion the work was proceeded with., Then,
at the end of the first sitting the representations in English were placed
in the hands of the honourable members of the select committee. Then
a8 regards Sindhi translations they were not translated. . ... '

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am informed that out of the
Sindhi representations one typical was picked out and translated and
sent to the honourable member himself. )

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN: T asked. the
honourable member from Larkana to pick one typical representation in
Sindhi ; it was translated and given to honourable members.

Mr. A. N. SURVE : I am just coming to it.

Mr. V. N. JOG : May I know whether the discussion is on the amend-
ment or on the motion for the second reading ¢

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Only on the amendment

Rao Saheb P. D. KULKARNI : The honourable mover of the amend-
ment has left out several points which must be made clear to support
his cause. Those points must necessarily be made clear to make out
his case. That is necessary for the purpose of the amendment which
will only justify the proposal of visiting Sind.

Mr. A. N, SURVE : As regards the translations, at my request it was’
agreed that one representation out of the whole lot should be translated
and sent to me. But let me mention this fact. This was done several
days after the committee was over, All along we were taking decisions
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without having material before us. “That is the point which I am making
now.  If the materials were available to us then we would have been
able to make our formal adjustments. As we were placed in that predica-
ment, whatever judgments wearrived at wearrived at without possessing
all the relevant materials that could have been made available to us
but which was not done. That is one point.

Then, the second point is that the honourable the nominated member
from Poona (Mr. Kamat) referred to the mandate to the select committee.
Hesaid that the select committee was not given any mandate to examine
witnesses. In that conmection 1 wish to draw the attention of the
House to a provision made in the Standing Orders. ..., -

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Mr. Kamat never said that.
Mr. A. N. SURVE :»He referred to a mandate to the select committee.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : The mandate to the
committee was only—you cannot discuss the principles: beyond that
you can discuss anything. That was the mandate.

" Mr. A. N. SURVE: If it did not extend to taking of evidence, the
Standing Orders have a provision that in certain cases the members
of the select committee can call for evidence. I am reading from page
234 of the Council Manual :

* A ‘gelect committee may hear expert evidence and representatives of special
interests aflectod by the measure before them.”” ‘

I am very thankful to the Government for having given us the assistance
of the expert. I am very thankful to them for that. T wish to make
that point clear. But as regards the special interests affected, we had
no opportunity of knowing how the Bill would affect them. It was
pointed out that the Sindhi members were there and that they could
guide the members from the Presidency. That point was made by my
honourable friend Rao Bahadur Angadi. May I just ask if the Sindhi
members were there till the end of the meeting ?

The Honourable Sit GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Whose fanlt wasit ?

Mr. A, N. SURVE : We were deprived of the guidance of the Sindhi
members in the middle of the work of the select committee.

* The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I am informed that the unfortu-
nate walk-out took place a few minutes before the end of the meeting.

Mr. A. N. SURVE: It was only a few minutes before, because the
other members were not in the know of things. Had the Sindhi members
been present, the work would not have ended quite so soon. If the
proceedings collapsed, the reason was we were left in the dark ; we had
no knowledge of the local affairs, and they could not be raised, because
those who could have raised them were not in the meeting.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Does the honourable
member include in the plural all the other members ¢ At any rate, we
are not going to be included in the plural, He can say “ I if he likes,
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Mr. A. N. SURVE: By the plural only non-ofﬁc1al non-Sindhi
members are meant. I purposely brought this fact to the notice of -
the Honourable the Finance Member.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I should like again to point out
not only to the honourable member who is speaking, but also to
members who may speak after him, that the motion moved by the
honourable member from Hyderabad should not be made a ground for
ventilating the grievances against honourable members of the
select committee, The question is whether there is sufficient ground
for the Bill to go back to the select committee.

Mz, A. N. SURVE : The moment we were deprived of the guldance ‘
of the Sindhi members, I drew the attention:of the Honourable the
Finance Member to another provision of the Standing Orders, namely,
the one under which he can approach the President to -have fresh
members appointed to the select committee.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I think that was a very Wrong
suggestion made under a mistaken view of the la.w No vacancy
- occurred at all. '

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : That is Why Idid
not accept the suggestion.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The walk-out did not create any
vacancy. It will be remembered by the honourable member that
a famous walk-out had occurred in this House, but that did not create -
any vacancy.

Mr. A N. SURVE: I mentioned this fact mmply because the
Honourable the Finance Member did not agree to the proposal that
witnesses should be examined. He gave us to understand that the
Sindhi members would be in the committee and that they would guide
us. Therefore, I raised the point that the Sindhi members were absent
and we were deprived of the benefit of their knowledge. That was the
point.

Then, Sir, take the other point, how matters are being carried
on. Just this afternoon my honourable friend at the back (Mr. Gokha.le)
has pointed out that there is not a copy of the rules and by-laws under
the Irrigation Act even in the Council library,

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Mr. Gokhale said nothing about
the Irrigation Bill at all ; he spoke of the Cotton Contracts Bill.

Mr. A. N. SURVE : My point is that we are not in possession of the
materials ; whether it refers to the Cotton Contracts Bill or the
Irrigation Bill does not matter. You ask us to form a judgment on
certain questions, but do you provide us with the materials on which we
can form that judgment ? That is my point.

Then, about the cost of construction, the ratio is fixed as one,-
two and three times. The point there is that Government waste lands
are to be assessed at a lower rate than the private waste lands.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Is the honourable
member allowed to argue on the merits ?
Mo Hb 445



150 Irvigation Act Amendment Bill [21 Jrwy 1931

Mr. A. N. SURVE: I am giving the grounds why the Bill should be
recommitted to the select committee. 1 submit that Government
lands have been burdened less than private waste lands. That gain is
not to go to Government but to those who purchase that land. There
is no guarantee that the purchasers from Government will be the
inhabitants of this Presidency, or of Sind because much of the land in
Sind is at present uncultivated and the Sindhis have enough land
to cultivate. When the Barrage land is brought into the market, there
is every likelihood that it will be purchased by people from outside this
Presidency. 1If that is so, then I submit that that land should be treated
equally with private waste lands. That is a ground why Government
land should not be given preference. That is one other point.

Even to-day the Bill is not complete. Even to-day there was placed in
my hand a notice of amendments which are going to be moved by the
honourable member Mr. Harrison. He is going to make a new provi-
sion about the construction of canals to meet the convenience of some
private owner. That very fact shows that the Bill, as it has emerged
from the select committee, i3 incomplete. Even Government want
to give notice at the eleventh hour of some additions which they desire
to make.

For all these reasons, I submit that there are very good grounds why
the Bill should be recommitted.

There is another po'nt which Las to be taken note of. The next
session will be after two months—very likely within two months. The
next session will meet in next September, and we will not lose much
if we recominit the Bill. Let it be reconsidered in the select committee,
let the members who want to examine witnesses do so. That will help
them to come to a right judgment, and then, let their report come here
with the stamp of their full approval.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District): Sir, I rise to
support the amendment moved by my honourable friend Syed Miran
Mahomed Shah. -My honourable friend has two objects in view in
moving this amendment. One is that the select committee should get
an opportunity of going inte the representations and resolutinns
submitted by the various zamindari associations and also to consider
the amendments that have been proposed to the Bill not only by non-
official members but also by the official member, Mr. Harrison. Besides,
they will also get time to visit a few sclect places in the province of Sind
and to decide for themselves whether the revolutionary changes contem-
plated in the Bill will in any way benefit a large portion of the province
aund whether it is desirable ot not to modify the Bill in the light of what
they may happen to come to know there. Perhaps this honourable
House does not know that about one hundred zamiudari associations
belonging to various talukas have passed resolutions offering their
criticism on the Bill. T am surptised to know that, only the resolutions
sent by one zamindari association have been translated into the English
language. Perhaps for want of a translator the select cormmittee could
not know the true significance of those resolutions. I wish to submit
to the House that it was the duty of the Chairman of the copmittee to
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have referred those resolutions or petitions for translation to the Oriental
Translator, a3 ke would then have come into touch with public opinion.
I think the honourable member Khan Bahadur Khuhro said in his speech
that he actually wrote a letter to the chaitman of the select committes
that he should convene the committee in May and give the members
of the committee an opportunity of visiting a few places in Sind and
sceing and deciding things for themselves. T also happen to know that
other members of the select committee also made the same suggestion,
I do not want to challenge the knowledge of anybody here about the
state of affairs in Sind. I have got-very great respect for my honourable
friend Mr. Kamat (whom I do not find here now); he is an old and
cxperienced man ; but I would only request him to go through the
resolutions of the various zamindari associations of Sind and take the
cvidence of the people affected by the Bill, as he will then be in a better
position to decide how far the provisions of the Bill ought to be modified.
Every one of us is anxious to help Government as far as possible in seeing
that lands in the Barrage zone get adequate supplies of water and that
the Barrage proves a success, because on the success of the Barrage
depends to a very great extent our claim for separation also. None of
us will throw obstacles in the path of the committee who wish to see that
the Barrage proves a success and not the huge failure that some people
in Sind have been led to think it will prove. o

There is another reason why the amendment of my honourable friend
should be accepted. Now we are living in a democratic age, when no
piece of legislation can be carried into effect at the point of the bayonet.
If you want to keep Sind within the Presidency and rule Sind from
4 distance of 800 miles, then you should at least take the trouble of
acquainting yourself with the real views and grievances of the people of
Sind, With this appeal I support the amendment and I hope that the
honourable House will not feel disturbed at postponing the Bill for one
or two months,

Mr. HAJT MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu): Mr. President, -
it would be better if at this stage we hear the Government side. '

The Honourable the PRESIDENT (in Urdu): The honourable
wember will get the Government view very soon,

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District): Sir, with all my sympathy
towards my Sindhi friends, I am constrained to oppose this amendment.
I think that no good purpose will be served by the members of the select
commiittee going and visiting the place. I think no advancement will be
made in the consideration of the Bill.

As regards the representations, there was a number of representations
reccived by the select committee. On the first day when a complaint
was made that the select committee had no chance of looking into those
representations, the matter was postponed to the second day. In the
meantime, we went through the typical representations and came to the
conclusion that most of the representations were repetitions. Therefore
we took the longest of the representations because they contained the
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most common grievances. We considered all the gnevances mentioned
in those petltlons and arrived at the conclusions which are before the
-House, What more can we do by going to the place? If we
visit Karachi or Hyderabad or any other place, we shall get the same
representations containing the same grievances. Perhaps we shall get
a few witnesses. Those grievances can be woiced forth by the
Sind members who number 14 or 16. Even now my Sindhi friends can
analyse the evidence which we are likely to get if we visit Sind and place
it before this House and if they can convince the House with regard
to those grievances, they will be very well met.

As regards the point raised by my honourable friend Mr. Surve that we
bad not the benefit of the Sindhi members with regard to certain clauses
of the Bill, T can point out (I was a member of the select committee) that
it was only at the end of the Bill—clause 92—where the ditference arose
as regards the distribution of the expense of rectangulation and sub-
rectangulation. Tt was only on the third day that this difference arose
and the Sind members took the course of walking out. After that the
only section which was discussed was clause 93. There was no hurry in
the closing of the select committee’s deliberations because after the walk-
out the select commlttee only made consequentlal changes here and
there.

With regard to the inspection of the site, I cannot understand how
a few members going to Sukkur can find out anything more, T had been
to Sukkur once at the time when we were all taken there to see the Sukkur
Barrage. During the five days we were there we visited certain places
and canals. So many experts are working over this matter trying to find
out whether it will be an engineering success and revenue success and so
on. We may not be more enlightened in the matter of thé consideration
of this Bill by touring the areas. We will not be in a position
tosay whether it will be beneficial to the agriculturists by only seeing the
site. It is for the experts of the engineering department to decide.

. I submit therefore that it would be a waste of money when we are in very
stringent circumstances if we go there to see the site. Already so much
money has been spent over the Barrage. It would not be fair for the
other part of the Presidency to delay this matter because everything will
depend upon the revenue success and the engineering success of
the Barrage, From the engineering point of view it is said it has been
a success, But we must also look to the revenue side. Therefore the
eatlier we begin the better,

Mr..C. W. A. TURNER : Sir, 1 move the closure.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I accept if.

The Honourable Sir  GOVINDRAO PRADHAN :  Sir, I oppose the
motion. The reasons have already been given by the previous speakers,

Question put and lost.

Question, “ That the Bill be read 4 second time,” again proposed.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Sir, I do not propose to take
up much time of the honourable House, but I wish to make a few obser-
-vations as regards the general merits of the Bill in the expectation that
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I might induce some of the honourable members on this side of the House
to throw out this Bill even at this stage. :

As poiuted out by various colleagues of mine from Sind, this is & Bill
with which the interests of agriculturists of Sind sre entwined. From
the remarks of the various speakers who spoke on my amendment which
has unfortunately been rejected by this honourable House, it seems .
that they have not realised the significance of certain clauses of this
Bill. They remarked that it will be no use seeing the site and.one
member, & very learned and experienced member (Mr. Kamat), went to
the extent of saying that the honourable members can imagine the
conditions here, after having heard the representatives from Sind. I
assure them that this is no question of imagination. This is no question
even of theoretical knowledge or bookish knowledge or literature. It
is only practical experience that will really give them a clue to the real
consequences of this Bill. : B

I will give them only one instance. By passing section 91 as proposed
in this Bill we shall be investing the canal officer with powersto change at
hig sweet will any source of watet supply. This clause consists of a few
lines only and ostensibly looks very innocent and barmless. But by
investing the canal officer with this power we are going to transfer the
very source of livelihood of the agriculturists to the hands of the canal
officer. * How ?” you will argue. Suppose a canal officer is given power
under this Bill after it passes into law to change the source of my
water supply which is 4 feet wide at present and he according to his own
caleulations and schemes is going to reduce it to 4 inches. That is
what is actually happening according to the moduling system, Shall
I not suffer immense loss owing to such a change * To justify his action
he will have abundance of arguments. ‘

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : May I correct the
honourable member, Sir 2 It is not the canal officer who is empowered
to change the source of water supply; it is the Collector. We have -
substituted the Collector in place of the canal officer. That has been
done in the select committee on the suggestion of the honourable member
Sir Shah Nawaz Bhutto. '

Sir SHAH NAWAZ BHUTTO : You are quite right.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : I quite realise the fact that the
Collector has been empowered to change the source of water supply.
But it is after consulting the canal officer that he will change the sonrce.
Moreover, the jurisdiction of the civil courts has been eliminated, It
it only an independent tribunal which can adjudicate the rights of the
people. The Collector is an executive officer. 1t is not that we were
enamoured of the justice of the Collector. It is only a8 compromise.
It was not my suggestion anyhow even in the select committee,

The Honourable 8ir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : It was the suggestion
of one of the Sind members. :

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : May I remind the Honourable
the Finance Member that I wab opposed to the suggestion? I am
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speaking for myself and for the people whom I represent—agriculturists.
I am peither bound by the suggestlon of Sir Shah Nawaz nor of any
other Sind member. [ can produce voluminous evidence to show that
the people are against that provision. They are against the Collector
possessing these powers, . They wish that the civil eourts should not be
divested of that power. I am speaking consistently with the wishes of
the people. I am bound to the wishes of the people whom I represent.
This is against the interests of the people of Sind. Why have you
eliminated the jurisdiction of the civil court in the matter of change of
peach when it can adjudicate about every other matter but not “this
matter which concerns their very livelihood, since by changing the
source of water supply you will be affecting the very source “of their
livelihood which they have been enjoying for a long time.

By proposing recommittal to the select committee I did not mean that
the select committee should only take evidence as regatds the grievances
of the people. I think I was palpably misunderstood. Imeant to say
that the honourable members should actually visit the site and
should see the working of the water courses with their own eyes.
I will show them the Karias which are in existence now before any
- scheme is introduced. I will also show them the state of affairs where
the scheme has been in working order. You can see with your own
eyes and ask the people on the spot whether by the introduction of
the scheme they have been losets or have benefited. Let us base our
judgment on that. I am sure you will hear from the people who
have suffered immensely by the introduction of such schemes rather than
benefited. At present, only a few people, infinitesimally small, say
10 per cent. have benefited. For the sake of 10 per cent. of the people,
90 per cent. will be aggrieved by suchschemes. My purpose is to point out
that by the elimination of the jurisdiction of the civil courts, the people
know the consequences. Supposing my cultivation is reduced from
. 100 acres to 50 acres, certainly I will resort to court, but by

" a stroke of the pen they will brush aside the jurisdiction of civil courts
which offer protection to the members.of the societies. This will mean s
deprivation of the fundamental rights of the people. 1 will give you
another instance. Supposing my honourable friend succeeds in
getting the Bill passed as it is. The canal officer will, according to his
own scheme, wish me to cultivate wheat instead of cotton. According
to his own scheme, two-thirds of the barrage area is to be given to wheat
cultivation. He will not take into consideration the prices of wheat ruling
at present. He will not take into consideration what is the fate of wheat
in the other parts of the world, whether there is over-production
in Australia, whether thére is over-production in Russia or in America,,
whether in Persia the people are burning wheat instead of charcoal.
He will never take these things into consideration but will go
according to tabular calculations and will say “so many acres of the
barrage land will be disposed of at so much per acre.” Wheat will
be abundant and they will fix my duty at 100 acres per cusec. Who is
going to Tesist the P. W. D. and who is going to listen to me if I say that
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100 acres per cusec will not be sufficient ? They will never admit my
contention because the Government experts will say that 100 acres per
cusec will be enough and the source of the water supply will be
constructed not according to my judgment but to their judgment.
What is the remedy left to me ¢ The Collector? The Collector will
say “ I am not an expert * and, of course, we have to retain some confi-
dence in him because we have no other course open to us as the
civil court is going to be eliminated. 'We consented to it because
we found in the select comfnittee that we could not prevail against
the majority members of the committee. The Collector will base his
judgment on the decision or opinion given by the canal officer. To
whom should I go for relief? To whom should I complain that
my land is not fit for wheat cultivation, that 100 acres per cusec will not .
be sufficient for me? This change is going to affect me to that extent
and going to change the very face of my soil, going to change the condi-
tion of the cultivation itsell. Who is going to listen to that? I
cannot resort to a civil court however much I suffer. Ihave got no power
to do that, as I have no power to seek the help of a civil court in the
matter of alignment and construction of my sluices from which I will
draw my water. '

Then as regards the second clause. My honourable friend raised a
point of order. Though my motion may not be in order, still I would
say and appeal to all the honourable members to consider this whole
matter in a sympathetic spirit. As regards the elimination of section
35A which Government had proposed, my honourable friend revelled
in rhetoric but did not explain, although he was a legal man, that
it meant the deprivation of the fundamental right of getting compensa-
tion, the greatest right which was conferred upon the agriculturist by
this measure. . There is a clause, I understand, but I do not know
which......... ' :

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : 26 and 31.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : My honourable friend said that
because there was a provision already in those sections, the section 35
was redundant. They have legal experts on their side and yet they did
not think that it was redundant when they incorporated it in the
original Bill. If it was redundant, why did they at all introdice that
clause 354

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Because it was the
decision of the canal officer which was not open to an appeal to the
Collector. Under the present Bill, the Collector’s decision is open to be
taken in appeal or revision to the Commissioner and Government.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : As if the question of compensa-
tion will not arise, as if the Collector is always such an officer that his
decision will always be satisfactory to the people concerned. This is the
presumption you draw. You presume that the Collector’s judgment
will be accepted as a gospel truth by the people and that they will not
raise any objection to that decision and that his decision will always .
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prove advantageous, not detrimental, to the people. That is the
presumption you draw. You presume that in the case of judgment given
by the canal officer, it may prove detrimental to the people and that the
people will claim compensation, but that in the case of decision given by
a Collector, it will always be advantageous to the people and therefore
you eliminate clause 35A. I do not think that that argument will
appeal to any side of the House. The Honourable the Finance Member
had the Legal Remembrancer and other legal advisers to help him, he
himself is a legal man, he had the help of the Secretariat; and with all
that, he thought it fit or necessary to insert clause 35A in the original
Bill in order to award compensation. The only change made
in the present Bill is that instead of the canal officer’s decision
being final, that of the Collector has been made final. Otherwise
there is no diflerence, only the officers have been changed. Where
is the right of compensation ? Supposing I suffer because my cul-
tivation is reduced from 100 to 50, what is the remedy ? Is there any
provision which gives me the right to have resort to a court and to pray
that compensation should be given to me? My honourable friend
> says that because of the alteration in the proportion of the cost of
construction we shall have no cause to claim compensation. This
is another argument of his, but I say that the question of the cost of
construction does not provide for compensation. It is quite different
from the cost of construction. The only other remedy, the con-
sequential remedy, will be to claim compensation. Suppese I am the
owner of a water course and 1 pay according to the proportion fixed.
Suppose I pay the full cost, one share out of six. Still I shall suffer
on account of the change of the source of my water course on account
of the “peach” as we call the quantity of water, on account of the
dimension of the sluice that you gave me. Where is the remedy ? There
is no remedy at all. This is another fundamental defect in this Bill.
. 'The third thing of course is that which has been pointed out by my
honourable friends. Government have in a surreptitions way tried to
include the cost of the preliminary suzvey in the cost of alignment and
construction of a water course. The innocent people, laymen I mean,
do not readily understand that the prebminary survey means the
expensive rectangulation business in regard to which the officials have
been trying to get the leaders of the people and the members of the
Legislative Council to induce people to give kabuliyats and other agree-
ments for getting their rectangulations, which mean a huge expensive
business. For this Government have made a closely hidden provision.
Is it fair on the part of s constitutional Government whose duty it is
" %o protect the rights of the people to provide for the cost of rectangu-
lation, ete., in a surreptitious way ? It was only after I put a question,
inadvertently perhaps, that the honourable member the Chief Engineer
of the Lloyd Barrage admitted frankly that it does include the cost of
rectangulation too. The people have always been agitating against this
rectangulation business and we wonder how this has come here ; how, when
it properly belongs to the Revenue Department and not to the Irrigation
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Department, it finds a place in the Irrigation Bill. The surveys are
always carried on under chapter VIII of the Land Revenue Code and
so we were eagerly expecting some amendment of the Land Revenue
(ode so that we should be mobilised to oppose that measure. How can
we imagiue that it can come under the Irrigation Bill ¢ We argued about
this in the select committee and I still urge on the floor of this honourable
House that this portion should be expunged and that this rectangilation
business should not come at all. If it does come, there will surely be
a wide agitation and discontent. If at the risk of discontent, you get
this provision through, you may do so, but the people will never be satis-
fied with it. ’ - I
With these few remarks, I resume my seat.

(After recess.)

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO {Larkana District) : Sir, in making
a few general observations on the second reading of this Bill, I want to
deal with certain points which have been omitted or have not been
mentioned in the first speech delivered just before tea time by my
honourable friend from Hyderabad. Sir, the Bill has not only one of
two points in which there is a question of disagreement between the .
people who are affected—the agriculturists I mean—and the Government,
but there are various points which require in fact to be gone into in more
detail and more careful scrutiny. When new legislation of such an
important character is going to be passed by this House, it is absolutely -
necessary that every word should be properly weighed and proper
consideration should be given to every clause of this Bill, Sir,
unfortunately, hitherto sufficient opportunity has not been given- either
to this honourable House or to the select committee to understand,
appreciate and realise the viewpoints and the apprehensions of the
agriculturists from Sind. Originally, as has already been mentioned,
the Bill was intended to apply to the whole of the Presidency, but its
scope was, however, subsequently altered in the February session, by the
amendment brought forward by the honourable member the Chief
Engineer, Lloyd Barrage. Before the scope of the Bill was restricted,
ouly to Sind and the Lloyd Barrage zone, this question elicited sympathy
and consideration from the entire House, but at present, unfortunately,
the position is that on questions relating only to the province of Sind,
the painful duty of ecriticising the far-reaching consequences and the
results of the Bill falls only to the lot of the honourable members repre-
senting that province. -

Sir, just as in the debate which took place this morning one or two
drawbacks were mentioned and just as one or two interpretations were
puinted out by my honourable friend Syed Miran Mahonied Shah that
were not originally meant but were subsequently added up in the select
committee, similarly I submit that there are certain other interpretations
which are not at present very clear and which are not clearly defined,
and there is an apprehension that these interpretations may be
. given quite a different meaning from what we might understand
at present. 8ir, to start with, the very word  water-course ” is vague.
We do not understand to what extent the word * water-course” has &
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limitation. We are only told that the area that will be commanded by a
water-course will be to the extent of about 1,000 acres, if I understood
the Chief Engineer, Lloyd Barrage, correctly, but there is nothing defined
so far as this Bill goes. Sir, although an area of 1,000 acres is mentioned,
in certain cases it is a larger area. For instance I have practical
experience that in certain places the very canals that existed up to now
and gave water supply to the area to the extent of about 10,000 acres are
being altogether eliminated, and they are being replaced by new canals,
minors, distributaries, or by whatever other name you call them. So,
in those places where these canals are to be replaced, they should in fact
rightly and justly be replaced by the Government canals or the Govern-
ment distributaries and minors, but they are, s we understand, in certain
places being replaced by what may be called water-courses. A water-
course as defined in the law at present is to be constructed at the cost of
the landholders according to the apportionment of cost that is recom-
mended by the select committee in different shares. That proportion is
in any case going to fall upon the land. The entire cost of the water-
courses is going to fall upon the land, whether the land belongs to
private individuals or whether it belongs to Government. In any case,
as regards the water-courses that are going to take the place of the canals,
Government ought to take particular care, and proper and fair discretion
should be exercised that the cost of the watei-courses does not increase,
At present, in the Bill ag it is, it is vaguely worded, and not knowing the
proper definition of the word we do not know how farit has the limitations.
To give an instance in the Larkana distriet, which I represent, thereis a
canal which is called the Ford-wah. It commands a cultivated area
roughly of about 10,000 acres. Besides, it is the great backbone of the
Ghar canal and a great support to it, which canal commands a very large
rice area in the district of Larkana. This canal, according to the present
system, is going to be altogether scrapped, eliminated and abandoned.
From the recent discussions that I had with the executive engineer
in charge of the canal, I find that it is going to be replaced rot
by a Government minor or by a Government distributary, but by water-
courses, and he pointed out certain rules, which evidently the
Chief Engineer has laid down, that no land is to receive water directly
from a Government minor or distributary, and in order to justify that rule
or that order, instead of takiug the minors and distributaries from the
canal system which is called the Northern Dadu canal, at certain places
water-courses are to be taken that will reach the land of zamindars and
through those water-courses again they- (zamindars) will have to
construct their own water-courses. That means water-courses out of
water-courses, and those water-courses they will have to construct apart
from the consideration whether Government construct them for their
convenience or not. Necessarily, for the good supply of water for their
lands, they must construct them if they do not exist at present or do not
appear to suit the new conditions. Therefore, in addition to these water-
courses which necessarily and compulsorily they have got to construct
for themselves, the cost of the fresh water-courses which will be
constructed by Government just to provide water to these smaller water-
courses is also being debited to the landholders, This, Sir, to a certain
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extent creates a genuine apprehension in the minds of the people that the
cost as given out irr the select committee will greatly increase—I refer
to the cost of about Rs. 2-4-0 or Rs. 2-8-0 per acré which has been
estimated by Government, . ‘

Besides, there is another point which needs further consideration,
and this point never came to the notice of the select committee, because
at that time nobody imagined what would be the interpretation of the -
word “ water-course . If the right interpretation, as every man under-
stands it, is given to it, these minors and distributaries can never be
called water-courses and therefore they cannot rightly be constructed
at the cost of the zamindars. Secondly, as has been briefly mentioned
already, the cost of the water-courses that is going to be debited to the
land-owners is not properly defined. The interpretation now being
offered is that all the different costs just as preliminary-survey, which

“in itself is too vague & word, will be regarded as a cost of the excavation
and construction of water-courses. There were about seven or eight
items that were mentioned by the Chief Engineer, Lloyd Barrage, in
the select committee, the cost of which, he said; would be debited to
the landholder and would be considered as the cost of the water-courses,
Rectangulation and sub-rectangulation now forms part of it and the
land-owner has to pay for it. Then, alignment, acquisition of land,
excavation, masonry work, boundary marks, and whatever Government
spends on survey, which is and should be covered by the Land Revenue

_ Code is going to be added to the cost of the water-courses. It is known
to everybody in Sind, although it may not have reached the honourable
members here from the Presidency proper, that rectangulation and sub-
rectangulation is really an old question which was started some four or
five years ago, when originally the Government of India was approached
for sending their survey party to undertake rectangulation Survey in
Sind. At that time the zamindars were induced, and an effort was
being made through co-operative societies, through. different special
officers appointed to undertake schemes to induce the zamindars to.
agree to rectangulation survey. But I know it perfectly well that no
zamindar was willing and none in fact ultimately willingly agreed to it.
It is admitted that the advantage will accrue, if at all it accrues, to the
State and not to the land-owners. Sir, we have mentioned in our joint
minute of dissent—my honourable friend Syed Miran Mahomed Shah
and myself—that one of the two obvious advantages of rectangulation
survey is a proper and equitable distribution of water. Now, a proper
and equitable distribution of water is the main consideration of the
State and not of the people. If, for instance, a certain zamindar at
present is getting 50 cusecs of water and his 50 cusecs are being cut
down to 20 or 25 cusecs, and the balance of 20 or 25 cusecs is going to
be utilised for the benefit of other land-owners, it is not the businéss of
the zamindar whose water supply has been cut down to pay for that;
it is the business of the State to doit. If they are trying to bring more
land under cultivation, and they are trying to distribute the water
more equitably, as they say, among the different land-owners, it does
1ot become the business of any individual or any class of zamindars to
pay for the rectangulation survey made for the purpose, Who can



160 Irrigation Act Amendment Bill (21 Jony 1931
[Khan Bahadur M. A. Khuhro]

justify this action of Government to cut down water supply of the people
and at the same time make them pay the penalty in the shape of the
cost of new water-courses ? )

The second point that was raised by some honourable members of
Governnient was that because the survey numbers are very large and
unwieldy and that the zamindars are not able to cultivate the whole

" number they are paying more assessinent than what is really due, In
all earnestness I ask the Government, whether they really feel for people
more than they do themselves ?  The agriculturists know their interests
better than Government officials are expected to know. When they
know that rectangulation is not going to give them any benefit and
that they can conveniently cultivate the present survey numbers in
their entirety, it is absolutely wrong to presume that the cultivators will

"benefit by rectangulation survey. In the original Bill there was the
explanation which has been taken away by the select committee and
substituted by the one which is much worse and is added to justify
all these lavish and absurd demands. .

The point about the civil court has been sufficiently dealt with by my
honourable friend from Hyderabad, and hence I do not wish to repeat
those arguments. I merely wish to say that I give my fullest support
to him in all that he has expressed ahout it. The jurisdiction of the
civil court is an important question and no agriculturist from Sind
and no representative from Sind is prepared to give up that right, which
is absolutely essential in the interest of the agriculturists,

As regards the question of compensation which the agriculturists can
claim, in certain cases it has been taken away. Section 26 of the exist-
ing Act referred to by the Honourable the Finance Member does

" not pertain to claiming compensation from Government in case of loss
sustained on account of wrong sction on the part of the canal officer.
That section deals with the question of compensation between one land-
holder and another. The other compensation which may arise is not
dealt with. By the elimination of that clause we feel that our right has
been taken away. ' —

* Then, at the very end of the Bill 3 second proviso has been added to
the new section 93in the Bill. This was done at a time when the
representatives from Sind on the Committee were not present at
the meeting. That second proviso never existed in the original Bill,
This proviso definitely lays down’ that the landholders will have no
right to claim compensation for any loss suffered as a result of the
change of a water-course. A very great principle is involved in this
question. The canal officer for instance takes up the work of s
change of a water-course and takes much longer time than neces-
ssry and also happens to choose the abkalani sesson for it, when the
zamindar is cultivating his lands; if as a result of that the zamindar
suffers any loss, he is not entitled to claim any compensation. Who
will regard such s legislation a measure of justice ? The holders of land
in that particular water-course will suffer loss which is not dueto
their own fault but due to the fault of the canal officer, who under-
takes the work, By the inclusion of this proviso, a great apprehension
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exists in the minds of the aoncultunsts in Sind. This provmo is in no
way justified.

As 1 said, Sir, the select committee has made very many funda-
wental changes in the Bill. The Bill now has taken quite a different
shape. When the Bill is so drastically changed, it is absolutely neces-
sary that the Bill as it has emerged from the select comunttee
should have been circulated to the people in the province that is
affected. I find that thi: Bill was translated and published only:
recently on the 13th July in the Sind Official Gazette. 1t hardly gives
sufficient time to the people to understand whether the Bill as it has
emerged from the select committee does them any good or evil. The
people absolutely got no chance to express their opinion on this Bill in
its present shape. The people who are affected ought to have been
given ample opportunity to express their views on the.present Bill.
By the hurried procedure adopted by Government, that right too has
been taken away. Some honourable members might have - presumed
that the original amendment for referring the Bill back to. the
select committee was a delaying tactics. There was no such intention
at all on the part of any honourable member from Sind. Our only
intention is that people have not had sufficient opportunity to express -
their views on the. Bill as it is presented to the House now.

The proceedings in the select committee are confidential and
therefore whatever transpired there cannot be published legally. - The

- people are so ignorant about the deliberations of the select committee
that when T started for Bombay to attend the Council session,
many people asked me whether we had signed the report and agreed to
the report of the select committee. They were under the impression
that we have agreed to the report of the select committee. They even
do not know which members signed and what attitude we have
taken in the matter. Thisisa point for the serious consideration of the
House. As I have stated, the points that we have urged before
this House ought to receive their careful consideration. Either this
Bill should be postponed or thrown out at this stage. Nothing will be -
lost thereby. A new Bill can be brought after careful consideration of
the points that have been brought forward and the points that are
contained in the amendments that are proposed to be moved. If such
a Bill is brought, it will satisfy the people and it can be brought at the
next session of the Council.

Of course, it is the genuine apprehension of the members from Sind.
that this Bill will be rushed through this session with the vote of
the members of the Presidency, who unfortunately do not know
the conditions in Sind and the far-reaching effects of this measure. By
the amendment of the honourable member the Chief = Engineer
(Mr. C. 8. C. Harrison) restricting the scope of the Bill to Sind only this
calamity is going to fall on our province alone. Therefore, it is true to
say, as one of the honourable members mentioned this morning, that
our union with this Presidency is not in the interest of the people of our
province. Therefore, we are right in claiming that we should have our
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own legislative council wherein these things could be properly and
rightly discussed. Similarly the members from the Presidency may
feel when we vote on their questions, that we do not understand the
interests of the Presidency. We do not understand their interests and

‘they do not understand our interests. It is, therefore, our strongest
ground that we ought to be separated from this Presidency. To-day
we know the votes that were taken on different amendments were not
exercised after properly understanding the principles that are involved
in this Bill. I therefore strongly urge that this Bill should not be
pressed further at this stage but should be postponed $o some later stage
or thrown out.

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University) : Sir, I do not wish
to take more time of the House. The arguments that have been
advanced on the floor of this House show that the Bill as it has emerged
from the select committee has undergone fundamental changes—it has
_tevolutionised the original Bill. That argument, if it shows anything,
shows that full consideration was given to ‘the various objections and the
various defects that had been pointed out in the original Bill. . I do not
know, therefore, why there should be any objection to the Bill as it has
emerged from the select committee. If the Bill had not undergone any
changes, perhaps it could have been contended that the select committee
had done nothing to improve the Bill. Numerous changes have been

"made in the select committee and the select committee made those
changes in the hope that all of them are changes that could be introduced -
in the interest of the zamindars. If the Bill has undergone many changes,
these changes are in the interests of the zamindars. We cannot at this
stage refer the matter to the select committee. After having spent so
much time and labour on the consideration of the Bill, it is now too late
to urge that another Bill should be brought in.

_ Another point which my honourable friend referred to was about the
separation of Sind. I only wish to say that the liability that has to fall
on the Sind province in case it becomes a separate province, must
be considered by the members who come from Sind. I had to intention
to referto this point, but since the honourable member from Larkana has
referred to it, 1 wish to point out that it is in the interests of Sind that the
Bill should be passed now so that they will have o difficulty later on.
1f it is pot passed now and it goes to the Sind Council when that province
is separately constituted, the government of Sind will have to be carried
on by means of funds raised in Sind. At present the money required is
coming from all the Presidency ; now the burden is on the whole of the
Presidency. It seems to me that it is really in the interests of Sind that
the Bill should be passed now as it will be difficult for Sind members to
get a taxation Bill like this through their Council.

Mr. B.S. KAMAT : Sir, after hearing the speeches from my honourable
friends hailing from Sind, I am more convinced than ever that by refusing
to go to Sind the select committee has been saved a great deal of trouble.
All that could be heard in that part of the country by a personal visit has
been heard on the floor of this House. The issue before the House to-day
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is not whether the canal officer should or should not be empowered
that point has been decided at the first reading of the Bill. Neither is
it the issue whether the zamindars should or should not pay the cost: that
has been decided in March last. All that we are concerned with now
is whether the task that was assigned to the select committee, namely, to
devise a machinery containing certain safeguards and restrictions on the
powers of the canal officer, has been well discharged by the select
committee, Similarly, whether the select committee in apportioning the
cost of construction has discharged its duty in a proper manner. . That
is the only issue before the House. And I maintain, without any’
hesitation, and conscientiously say, that the select committee has to my
mind discharged its task and brought forward an amended Bill
in 2 manner which is just, which is fair and which is equitable and in every
way satisfactory to all the interests concerned. The viewpoint
which some of my honourable friends from Sind put forward is, if I may
venture to say so, a bit partisan in character,. T am not surprised at it
I sympathise with them to a certain extent ; they happen to enjoy at
the moment certain privileges as zamindars, of which they are likely to be
deprived. But the viewpoint from which I have to look at the Bill is
not this narrow parochial view. 1beg to assure my friends from Sind that
the view I have taken of the Bill both here and in the select committee
1s the broad view of safeguarding the interests of the general taxpayer.
That is the viewpoint, the detached point of view, that my honourable
friends Syed Miran Mahomed Shah and Khan Bahadur Khuhro have
to take when looking into the Bill. The general taxpayer has spent’
twenty crores-of rupees, and to a certain extent it is our duty here to
see whether that amount has been properly spent. Let me say frankly
that I do not care what the executive Government think about
the scheme. I hold no brief {or them. On the other hand, I am their
critic here and, if they were to make a mistake, certainly it is my duty
as the watchi-dog of the taxpayer, as a custodian of the public finances, to
point it out to them. It is from that point of view that I have looked
at the passage of this Bill. And it is from this point of view, I contend
that the Bill has emerged from the select committee in a very satisfactory
manner ; indeed, it goes in some respects even beyond the. expectations
of my honourable friends from Sind, judging by their own suggestions.
Take, for instance, the first gnestion, the powers to be given to the canal
officer. That was the first important point. The second important
question was the apportioument of the cost of construction; and
the third was the apportionment of the cost of rectangulation, I shall
deal with these three points and show that in all these respects the Bill,
as it has emerged from the select committee, is to the advantage,
decidedly to the advantage, in favour of the zamindars.

Firstly, with reference to the powers to be assigned to the canal officer,
Our Sind friends had never themselves raised the point as to the case
where the canal officer wanted to have a second alignment after the first
alignment, whether the zamindar was to pay the cost of re-alignment.
Ibelieve it was some member from the Presidency who drew the attention
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of the select committee to this point. I think it was myself who at the
first reading suggested that if the canal officer wanted to have a second
alignment after the first, it was not fair and just that the zamindar should
pay the cost. That point was never brought out by any member from
Sind, Now it is decided that the Government ought to pay for this,
In that respect, for instance, there has been an improvement in favour
of the zamindars, _

Then, again, take the question of defining the status of the canal officer,
That point was never raised by the zamindars. They said vaguely that
his powers were excessive. They never had insisted that his status
should be defined. That has been done now at the instance of the
Presidency members. A clause has been inserted defining the status of
the canal officer, that he should be of the rank of an executive engineer.
That is the second improvement in favour of the zamindars. .

Thirdly, Sir, the original Bill had said that the canal officer should
have power to change the source of water-supply of any land even for the
settlement of any dispute between two shareholders. That vicious
principle has now. been taken away by the select committee, That is
the third improvement in favour of the zamindars of Sind. Now, I come
to the question of appeals, There, as the Honourable the Finance
Member pointed out, it was at the express desire of the Sind members
that appeals were provided for to the Collectors. The select committee
should not be blamed for putting in that provision. Surely, if they
wanted to have an appeal to the civil courts they could have pressed it -
at that time. But the select committee came to-the conclusion on the
merits that an appeal to the civil courts was undesirable in the interests
of all people sharing the water of the Barrage. And all that we have
done is to debar the jurisdiction of civil courts in respect of the alignment
of the water-course and its construction. The reason for that has already
been given, namely, that it is not fair that one single zamindar, who
may be fond of going to the civil courts, should hold up the whole scheme
to the detriment of thottsands and thousands of people who are waiting
for the water. Now, I ask in all fairness, is it just that any man who is
fond of litigation should go up to the Privy Council for a petty decision
whether a water-course should follow this line or that, and hold up the
whole project and deprive thousands of people from enjoying their water
and raising crops ? To enable such matters to be taken to the civil courts
is out of the question. And I think that what the select committee has
done is absolutely fair, just and equitable, not to any particular zamindar,
but to the whole body of cultivators.

. Then comes the question about compensation. As has been already
pointed out by the Honourable-the Finance Member, we find there is
already provision made for'it. We have modified the original Bill in
that respect only because we are convinced that the main Act, the
Irrigation Act of 1879, gives every facility for people to go to the civil
courts and claim compensation. That right is there and anybody who
reads section 26 will not have the slightest doubt about the existence of
that right to claim compensation in a civil court for substantial damages.
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It is true, as my honourable friends have said, that when the Lew Courses
are arranged, probably those who are getting water for 100 acres may
get water for less than 100 acres. That may be or may not be true.
But assume that it is true. Well, the taxpayer is spending twenty crores
of rupees on the Barrage as a whole. * The whole object of public policy
ought to be to see that the water goes round to all, not only to a few
select people at the head of the Barrage but even to those who are at the
tail. If some people get reduced quantity of water, I think public policy
requires that little sacrifice on their part. Those who have enjoyed the
right to draw unlimited water so long may have no doubt to curtail their
acreage in future years, but this'would be in the interests of those who
never had the advantage of canal water for so many years. I might
give an analogy. Supposing you invite people to a dinner, is it fair,
I ask, that the menu should be enjoyed only by those who are af the
head of the table, and those at the tail should be starved or given less ?
I contend, Sir, that it is not equitable and fair that those at the head of
the channels should have the same quantity or acreage for all time as
now, if it is to be at the expense of those who have beenstarved of water
for so many years. What we have, therefore, done is this. Assuming
that there is a little hardship to vested interests, still we maintain that
in the interests of the general bedy of cultivators, the distribution of
water henceforward should be made more equitable than at present.

Now, Sir, I come to the second question about the apportionment of '
the cost of construction. Here again I maintain that we have met
the Sind friends in the most liberal spirit. If my honourable friends
will read my speech in the March session, I had pointed out to the
honourable member the Chief Engineer that it was not fair that those
who had already any existing water-courses in the peach, that is to
say, people whose ancestors have built the water-courses now existing,
should be taxed to the same extent as those who have ne water-courses
at all at present. This is a fair principle of equity and it has been well
respected by the select committee. We have taken into account the
fact that those who have existing water-courses deserve some concession,
and that concession has been considered in the formula, namely, 1,2
and 3, that is to say, if the cost of constructing a water-course is 3 rupees,
the landholder who has got existing water-courses will have to bear
one-third and those who have not got water-courses will have to hear
two-thirds of the cost. Here again I maintain that this is a fair
apportionment, as fair between the zamindar and the tax-payer as we
could arrange. If you have a better formula, by all means bring it
forward and we will give it every consideration, “But under the ciroum-
stances, considering the greater advantage which the landholder whe
will now get water for the first time, T affirm that our formula is very
fair and equitable, We are quite prepared to listen to .y better
formula which may be put forward.

Now I come to the question of rectangulation. I coufess that thls
question emerged during the proceedings of the select committee, that
18 to say, it was not fomblv brought to the notice of this Housé in the
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March session. But I deny that the question is an entirely new one as
maintained by my Sind friends. I will quote chapter and verse to
prove that it was not surreptitiously brought in by any member of the
select committee. The House knows that in 1929 an independent
committee was appointed by Government consisting of two distinguished
irrigation engineers, Sir M. Visveswaraya and Sir Nawab Ali Jung
-Bahadur,—one from Mysore and the other from Hyderabad State,~two
absolutely independent experts having nothing to do with the executive
Government of the Bombay province. They have distinctly stated that
rectapgulation is necessary and justifiable, and that fact is before the
Sind people since 1929. Then again the White Book which has been
published by Government last year has again distinctly pointed out
that the question of rectangulation has been under consideration since
a long time, That White Book says :~—

“In May 1928 Government decided as a result of the conference of irrigation and
revenue officials held by the Commissioner in Sind that in order to secure proper distri-
bution of water and facilitate the alignment of water.courses, it was necessary to have
the area rectangulated as far as possible.”

I have quoted from page 5. That White Book, I dare say, has been

read by every interested zamindar since last year. It will thus be seen

that so far as independent opinion goes, I believe the opinion of the
. two expert irrigation engineers is before my Sind friends for a pretty
-long time. There is nothing surreptitious in this.

EKhan Babadur ALLAHBAKSH : Are you referring to the Visves-
waraya Committee’s Report ?

Mr. B. 8. KAMAT : Yes. 1t sayson page 29:—

** The main rectangulation work is beirig done by the Survey of India who huve under-
taken to divide the land into plots of half & square mile each. The Special Revenue
Officer is doing the subwectangulation work and is parcelling out the land into 16, 32
and 64 acre plots.f’ :

Further on they proceed to add ;—

“It is proposed to construct water-courses in all new land at the cost of the owner or
oceupant.” — .

That gives a perfectly clear indication to every zamindar as to the cost
of rectangulation being charged to him. There cannot possibly be any
misconception there. Further on they proceed to say :—

¢ The justification for this measure is that under the new perennial supply, production
from land will be much higher than at present and the land itself will appreciably rise
in velue.”

So it will be seen they add two justifications : as to why this rectangula-
tion should be done and secondly why it should be paid for by the
occupants. I therefore say that it is not a fact that some official members
of the select committee smuggled this question of rectangulation in the
select committee, althongh it might have been better if the honourable
member Mr. Harrison had made that point clear to this House in the
last session. :

Mr. C. S. C. HARRISOX : I made that point clear in Bombay last
March.
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Mr. B. 8. KAMAT : I now come to the second point: The question
whether it was done surreptitiously or not is, after all, a side issue.. I
will take up the question of the cost of rectangulation which is more
important. Is the proposal of the select committee in regard to the
distribution of the cost fair and equitable ? ITassert that the arrangement
suggested by the select committee as between Government and the
zamindars is perfectly fair and just. Even assuming that the cost of
rectangulation is only eight annas. .., .. :

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Four annas, -

Mr. B. 8. KAMAT : If I may depend upon the leaflet circulated by the
honourable member Mr. Harrison, it is 8 annas. To’be on the safe side,
I take it to be 8 annas. The whole question before the select committee
was, who benefited by rectangulation and to what extent? When
that was decided, then the apportionment of the cost would be an easy
matter. Now, we had not this leaflet at that time in our hands in the
select committee. All the same, from my knowledge of rectangulation
in the Punjab in the Lyallpur Canals, T know that Government benefited
a great deal,—sufficiently at least to bear some of the cost. My
honourable friend Sir Shah Nawaz remarked this afternoon that I have
not seen the interior of Sind and its agricultural conditions.  May I have
the permissionto say that I have also seen someof the interior of Sind and
itsagricultura! conditions, and in addition haveseen actual rectangulation
carried out in the Punjab ? I am convinced that no sensible cultivator,
once he knows rectangulation, will deny that it gives an immense benefit
to cultivation. Suppose a cultivator has a unit of 16 acres rectangulated
and has four-acre plots by sub-rectangulation, the water flows much
more easily and be irrigates his plots with great facility. The select com-
mittee carefully considered the benefits which the Government and the
zamindars would respectively derive from this rectangulation, and
impartially came to the conclusion that Government should bear one-
third and the zamindars should bear two-thirds of the cost in proportion
to the benefit which they respectively derive. It was in a spirit of
honest compromise that they arranged this proportion. Now, Sir, the
question is whether this apportionment is fair and just. I mainfain
it is; and my reasons are these. (overnment have treated the
zamindars of Sind in various other matters (which I am going to describe)
in a very liberal manner and it is not now fair on the part of the zamindars
to higgle-haggle over a portion of this 8 annas. Let me point out that
two-thirds of 8 annas 1s, after all, 5 annas and 4 pies. They have
to pay 5 annas and 4 pies per acre and once for all. Is' that, I ask,
a very big sum compared to the immense benefits which are derived from
the new irrigation scheme ? One benefit which has been conferred by the -
Government on the zamindars in the past is this : It is well-
known and it has been made perfectly clear during the March session that
Government have decided at the initial stage of this project to make
a gift—I say it is nothing but a gift—of 3} lakhs of acres to the zamindars
at a concession price of Rs. 15 an acre. When -that land is
fully developed by irrigation, it can easily fetch something like Rs, 1001
anacre. In other words, Government have given a concession of Rs. 85
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an acre to the zamindars in respect of these mohag lands in the past,
In view of that, ds it reasonable to higgle over 5 annas? Not only
that, but still further, I work out the cost of this project per acre for
irrigation at between Rs. 30 to 40 including interest charges. That is
to say, the whole scheme will cost about 25 crores of rupees including
interest and the total acres are 55 lakhs, which works out at something
like Rs. 30 to 40 per acre for bringing irrigation to the door of
the cultivator. Now Government are selling these lands to the
zamindars at the rate of Rs. 15 an acre, that is, 50 per cent. below cost
price. We have to bear in mind this concession has entailed upon the
tax-payer a strain of something like three crores of rupees. I ask in all
fairness and earnestness, is it fair that the zamindarsshouldgrudge, after
receiving this concession and this boon of three crores of rupees, to pay a
little sum of 5 annas and 4 pies per acre ? If the sumof Rs. 3 crores
had been brought into the exchequer of the Bombay Government, we
might have partially saved the need for the present retrenchment in
salaries by which we are compelled to inflict upon Government servants
a cut and a pinch with a view to secure a reduction of some lakhs in our
salary bill. This three crores could have earned interest of Rs. 15 lakhs
per annum. On these grounds, I maintain that the sum of 5 annas and
4 piesis not a very bigburden. Then again, take the land assessment.
Sir M. Visveswaraya’s Committee has pointed out that Government
propose to charge a rate of Rs. 5-42 for the irrigated Jand which is very
low. Or compare it with what we have to pay under Deccan Canals,
something like Rs. 10, nearly double the amount. In addition to this
advantage my friends from Sind will enjoy two crops now as a result of
the irrigation scheme, while the assessment rate is not even half of what
we are paying in the Deccan for one crop. In view of the great
advantage in respect of assessment which they will enjoy for all time to
come, is 1t fair, 1 repeat, that they should grudge this sum of 5 annas
and 4 pies which the select committee has recommended ? The two
crops will give the zamindars financial advantages hundred times more
than this Rs. 0-5-4 which they have to pay for the rectangulation,

Lastly, let me now make only one appeal to the Sind zamindars who
are now in this House. We are here to watch every peony of the
Presidency’s finances. If my honourable friends from Sind, on their
return. to their homes, were to describe all the advantages which have
been conferred upon the people of Sind by the select committee, I am
Sure that every sensible man would, instead of blaming the Sind represen-
tatives in this Council, admit that the select committee has done things
far beyond the expectations of the Sind members themselves and that
their report does no injustice to any one but treats the rich or the poor
cultivator most equitably.

On these grounds, Sir, I urge that the second reading of the Bill should
be passed. [4pplause.] - )

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : It is very seldom that discussion
is 80 lengthily conducted on a mere motion for the second reading of
aBill. Of course, on the first reading questions of principle are discussed,
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but at the second reading, usually, hardly any one speaks and the Bill
is taken up ¢lause by clause. In this particular case, as I knew that
the honourable members from Sind were deeply interested, I have allowed
this general debate on the second reading, and I think we have taken
several hours over that. All that was to be said has been said, and
therefore I do not think I should continue the debate any longer. I will
put the question............ » S

Khan Bahadur ALLAHBAKSH : The general discussion will reduce
the number of amendments which will come up for discussion.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : T am afraid that is not my
experience ; honourable members will not be generous and withdrawing
their amendments. I would, therefore, close the debate and put the
question. )

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Only 1} hours have been taken up
in the discussion and there are still several honourable members who
evidently wish to speak. There is only one hour left and even then it
will be 2} hours which will be occupied over this discussion.

. The Honourable the PRESIDENT : T would now put the motion
unless the Honourable the Finance Member has anything to say.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Nothing, Sir. ‘

Mr. V. A. SURVE (Ratnagiri District) (in Marathi) : I rise to 8 point
of order. I invite your attention, Sir, to Standing Order 8 (6) (4) which
lays down that the select committee may hear expert evidence and
representatives of special interests affected by the measure before them.
I submit that the agriculturists who are affected by this legislation have
not been properly and adequately heard by the select committee and
therefore the Bill should be recommitted to that committee.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : There is no poinit of order in
that, as every provision of the Standing Order has been complied with,
and without wasting further time, I will put the motion.

Bill read & second  Question, “ That the Bill be read a second t:me,”
time, put and carried.

Bill read clause by clause

Clause 1 (Short tile) ordered to stand part of the Bill,
Clause 2 (Amendment of section 24 of Bom. VII of 1879) :—

In section 24 of the Bombéy Irrigation Act, hereinafter called the said Act, afier the
word ** water-course ” the words ** and no land occupied by s water-course constructed
upder section 208 92 ** shall be inserted. ]

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District) : Sir, I beg
to move the following amendment :—

In section 2 of the Eill, add the words * except for the growth of trees for improvement
of agriculture " after the word ** purpose ™ in section 24 of the Bombay Irrigation Act.

This is a very innocent amendment. I think, in allfairness, if Govern-
ment have got an open mind and realise the difficulties of the people,
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this is such an amendment to which there ought to be no opposition or
exhibition of a spirit of vengeance of any sort. This merely provides
that the agriculturists should be permitted to grow trees on the banks
of their own water-courses. At present they have got trees on the
banks of their own water-courses and they enjoy the fruit, and as a matter
of fact, they belong to them and they can make any use of them that
they like. But, on the strength of the section as it stands, some canal
officers and engineers have been taking exception to the fact that Govern-
ment bave got this right and the officers say that under the present
section the zamindars have got no right to trees standing on the banks
of their water-courses because they have been grown without previous
permission. In order to meet that objection or any future contingency,
I seek to provide that the zamindars should be permitted to grow trees
which are useful for them, especially in Sind where there is no rain and
the question of fodder will arise and the question of implements of agri-
culture will also arise and fuel will be very scarce within the barrage
zone. From all these points of view, these trees will meet the require-
ments of the. agriculturists and even the Government is going to hand
over the water-courses to the zamindars who will thus be the owners
of that property. That being so, why should the zamindars not be
permitted to grow trees which will not hinder the passage of water ?
1 think that the only object of Government in keeping the power in their
own hands is to ensure that the zamindars will not grow such trees as
will hinder or obstruct the passage of water. Trees will never obstruct
the passage of water and therefore 1 thmk this amendment should be
aceeptable to Government.

The Honoursble the PRESIDENT The amendment moved, I think,
requu'es alteration to be put in the proper form. However, the purport
is understood.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : I shall try to explain
why 1 have not been able to accept the amendment in the select
committee.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: The amendment as proposed
by the honourable mover is before the House.

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : Sir, I may explain
that that was a point also raised by the honourable member, Mr. Kamat,
in the select committee. Section 24, a3 it stands in the original Act of
1879, reads as follows :— '

“No land acquired under this Part for a water-course shall be used for any other
purpose. mthout the previous consent of a canal officer duly empowered to grant such
permission.”

Sometimes the trees are so planted that the water-course is damaged ;
otherwise, permission is as a rule granted. s not that the practice ¢ My
honourable friend himself admits that there are trees along the banks
of the water-course which belong to the zamindars and the fruits of
which they enjoy. This safegnard was provided in the original Act
and is being repeated now in the present Bill because otherwise the
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ramindars may plant such trees as might damage the water-course.
The water-course may be carrying water to more than ose person’s land.
So, if the trees are such that the water-course is likely to be damaged, no
permission will be granted, but in all other cases permission is, as a
matter of fact, granted. This was the main thing which weighed with
the select committee in providing the present safeguard of previous
permission. The section nowhere says that he shall not plant trees, or
that he shall not grow anything. It only provides that the previous
consent of the canal officer chould be taken, and that (,lause is mserted
onlv to safeguard the water-course itself.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : I.cannot understand how trees
damage a water-course.

The Honourable Sir GOV INDRAO PRADHAN : You may plant a
tree the roots of which may damage a water-course. Is it the case of my
honourable friend that permission is always refused ¢ On the contrary,
he says that the trees are there. If he brings to the notice of Government
instances to show that permission is as a rule refused, or that permission
is not granted, then certainly T could understand the position which be
takes up. If, on the contrary, permission is granted, unless it becomes
necessary to refuse permission, then I do not see why he should press his
amendment. T explained the position in the select committee. The
honourable member Mr. Kamat raised the point and my honourable
friend will remember it. That is the only reason why I cannot accept
the amendment.

WADERO WAHIDBAKSH ILLAHIBAKSH BHUTI‘O 1f - the
water-course goes through only one zamindar’s land, then will he be
allowed to plant the trees or not ?

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : The point is that
in such a case it is to the interest of the zamindar not to plant trees which
will obstruct his water-courre. In such cases permission will not be
refused. Can honourable members point out cases in which canal officers
have wantonly refused permission ¢ It is not in their interest to refuse
permission. The land is there, and when we can get a benefit out of the
land, why should we refuse permission ¢ All that is done is to provide
a safeguard that the planting of such trees should not be allowed where
they would interfere with the water-course. '

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Sir, if my honourable iriend
the Finance Member would point out those particular species of trees
which have always obstructed water-courses in Sind and therefore he
has put in this safeguard, then I could understand his position. So far
a3 my knowledge goes, there are no such species of trees. I belong to
Sind, and I have some experience. The trees are usually grown at a
distance from the banks of the water-course itself, about two or three
feet away from the brink of the canal, so that they are far away from
the canal. I do not know which are those trecs whose roots will be so
huge that they would obstruct the passage of the canmal. If my
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honourable friend could point out any example where the passage of
water in the canal is obstructed by trees, then T would be induced to
withdraw my amendment.

Mr.C. 8. C. HARRISON : Sir, I might be able to clarify the position
somewhat if I explain that it is possible for trees to damage water-
courses very copsiderably. For instance, take the case of the mango
tree which is common in Lower Sind. .If a zamindar who bas received
permission plants trees on the top of the bank of the water-course, and
especially on banks of water-courses running in high banks, the mere fall-
ing of a tree across orinto the water-course may injure the interests
of other zamindars further down on the water-course. It i3 not always
possible for the canal staff to be promptly on the spot, and even a few
hours’ lack of supply to a zamindar further down may cause him, if ot
considerable loss, then very considerable inconvenience. As has been
pointed out by the honourable mover of this Bill, no case has been
brought before this House of a refusal by the canal officer to allow the
planting of trees. I personally have never heard of any such refusal
that could be called unjustified. I understand that on the Jamrao
canal the existing rule works perfectly well. The zamindars formally
ask for permission and the canal officers grant it. The only condition
the canal officer is likely to impose is that the trees shall not be planted
on the top of the bank.

The honourable member from Hyderabad says, from his vast store
of experience, that he knows of no water-course having been obstructed
by trees. I would ask him to go about and keep his eyes open. 1t was
only a matter of eight weeks or so ago that I saw a tree completely
obtructing a water-course. The tree had been planted at the side of
the water-course and had been blown down into the water-course by
the wind. T did not enquire whether the water-course belonged to one
zamindar, but if we assume that two or three zamindars had an interest
in that water-course, the interests of those below that point were
obviously jeopardised. If an act of-the legislature causes no harm to
individuals, I cannot see any objection to such legislation. No
instance has been brought before the House to show that this clause
has caused hardship in the past, and T personally can see no reason why
we should assume that it is likely to cause hardship in the future.

Question put and declared lost.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : I claim a Division, Sir.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT: I should Jike to know how
many honourable members stand up in favour of the amendment.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: That would be shown by a
regular Division, Sir. ‘

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Before I order a regular
Division, I would ask those honourable members who are in favour of
the amendment to stand up. Their names would be recorded ; that
isall. . . ¥ , : ,
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SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : That will serve my purpose,
gir. ' '
The following honourable members stood up in support of the amend-
ment i—
Khan Bahadur M. A. Khuhro.
Mr. Shaikh Abdul Aziz. .
Mir Bandeh Ali Khan Talpur,
Mr, S. 8. Tolani. .
Khan Bahadur Ghulam Nabi Shah.
Syed Miran Mahomed Shah.",
. Mr. Haji Mir Mahomed Baloch.
Mr. Haji Ibrahim Jitekar,
. Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid.
Wadero Wahidbaksh Illahibaksh Bhutto.
Khan Bahadur Allahbaksh.
Mr. Gover Rora.,
Mr. Hoosenally M. Rahimtoola,
Mr. Dhalumal Lilaram.,
Mr. A. K. Resaldar.
SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Are not the names of those
who are against the amendment to be recorded ?

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Those who are not in favour of
the amendment will be against it. What is the ob]ect of the honourable
member ?

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: To have a ;ecord.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The names of those who are in .
favour of the amendment may reasonably be recorded in the proceedings,

and they have been recorded. The rest of the House may be taken to

be against the amendment, Has the honourable member no value for
the time of the House ?

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Sir, I think there has never been
a case where only the positive side is recorded and not the negative
gide.

Khan Bahadur GHULAM NABI SHAH (speaking in Urdu): Snr,
some of the honourable members who have not stood “up in favour of the
amendment may remain neutrsl in a regular division, This being
an important Bill, it is necessary that the names of those who are against
the amendment should also be recorded, Therefore, it would be better
to have a regular Division,

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : A division is claimed, and I thiok
the simplest way, after all, is to allow a division and ask the honourable
members to go to the lobby rather than waste tlme in this way.
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. House divided. Ayes, 20; Noes, 58, Motion lost.

Division No. 1.

Ayes

AvrtanBaksH, Khan Bahadur
Bavoon, Mr. Hagr M1k MAHOMED
BaUTTO, Sir SHAR Nawaz
Brurro, WApERo WamipBARsH ILLAmi
. BAKSH .

DaaruMaL Liraram, Mr.

_ GruraM Nas: Suan, Khan Bahadur
Goves Rora, Mr,
JaM JAR ManoMED KaAN, Khan Bahadur
Jax MamomeDd KuaN, Khan Bahadur
JITBEAR, Mr. Hagt IBRARIM ‘

KnrUBERO0, Kban Bahadur M. A,

Rammroora, Mr. HoosenarLy M.

REesaLpar, Mr. A, K

SHaiks AppUL Aziz, Mr,

Srarm ApprL Madip, Mr,

Surve, Mr, V. A,

SYED Mira¥ MaroMED SHAR

Tavpur, M1k BAnpER ALl KBAN

THAEOR 0¥ KERWADA, Sardar BHASAHES
RAIsINBIX

Toraxt, Mr. 8. 8.

Telleln for tbé Ayes : Mr. Sparxn AspuL Aziz and Mr. HooseNAtLY M. RAHINTOOLA.

Noes

ABERCROMBIE, Mr, J. R, .

. Angap1, Rao Babadur S. N.
Asavarg, Rao Bahadur R. 8.
Bein, Mr. R. D.

Borg, Rao Bahadur S. K.
BrANDER, Mr. J. P, -
Bristow, Mr. C. H,
Browxz, Mr. D. R. H.

- BUuLLOCKE, Mr. A. GREVILLE
Crreovr, Mr, P. R,

Cai7aLE, Rao Bahadur G. K,
Crayron, Mr. H. B,
Corraco, Dr. J. A, .
Corrins, Mr. G.F. 8.
"CooRE, Mr. G. H., -

Cooper, Khan Bahgdur D. B.
Dzsai, Rao Saheb B, G.
Dixir, Dr. M. K,

D'Sovza, Dr. J. Alban |

. Ewpawg, Mr. R, B,

. GargeTr, Mr. J. H, T
GrouraM Hussaln, the Honourable Sll'
GLpER, De. M. D,

Hagrisoxn, Mr. C. 8. C.

Hupsox, the Honourable Mr, W, F
Joe, Mr. V. N.

JoxEes, Major W. ELLis

Kavk, Rao Bahadur R. R,
Kawmar, Mr, B, 8.

Kawusyl, the Honourable Dewan Bahadur.
8.7 :

. VAgm, the

LEL.Y, Mr Ww. G. -

MackLiy, Mr. A, S. R,
Mopak, Rev. R. 8,
Mobt, Sardar Davar T. K.
MogE, Mr. J.G. .
NaIg, Rao Bahadur B. R.
.Newmax, Mr, H. L.
Owex, Mr. A, C.
Parin, Mr, N, N,
Parm, Mr. V. N.
PrapuaN, the Honourable Sir GoviNDRAO
PRADHAN, Rao Bahadur G. V.
PRATER, Mr. 8. H.
RAFIUDDIN AHMAD,
MouLvi )
SuaRH Yaxus Vazm Manmomep, Khan
Bahadur
SHANKARRAO JAYARAMRAO ZUNZARRAO
Mr.
SuiNpE, Mr. R. B,
Smart, Mr. W. W.
Soraxxr, Dr, P. G. N
SYED MUNAWAR, Mr,
Tromas, the Honourable Mr G. A,
ToRNER, Mr. C. W. A.
Vawsgampayaw, Dr. V. G
VAgiL, Mr. PEsTaNsHAR N.
Honourable
RusTOM JEHANGIR
_VanDEEAR, Rao Saheb R. V.,
WAapKE, Mr, B.P. -
WiLEs, Mr. G.

the Honourable

Sirdar  Sir

) ‘Tellers Jor the Noes : Dr.J, A, Corraco and Mr. Pesvansusn N, VAL,
,Clause 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill
. Clause 3 (Amendment of section 28 of Bom. VII of 1879).

In section 28 of the said Act, at the end of clause (e) for the full stop & semi-colon
shall be substitnted and after the said clause the following clause shall be inserted
namely :—

. *{f) whenever the soutce of water-supply of any land dependenf. on any water-course
is ordered to be changed by & Canal-officer under section 91.” .
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 SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District): Sir,_

I'move: .
For clause (f) of section 3 of the Bill, substitute the following :—

**{f) Whenever and so long as it may be necessary to change the source of water supply
" of any land from one source to another ordered by the Canal Officer under section 91.”

I have added the words ** so long as it may be necessary "{as it is already
provided in the Act itself. The Honourable Member referred to section
28 2nd there you will find from (a) to (d) the words *‘ whenever and so
iong as it may be necessary * appear for executing work, for repairs and
soon. These words are provided in those clauses in order that they may
have a deterrent effect on the capricious action of the canal officer, who
might adopt dilatory procedure. Thereby the zamindars would not be
put to unnecessary damage or loss. Therefore, I have moved it.

Question proposed. ‘ S

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : I am prepared to
accept the principle of the amendment, but I should look 'into
the phraseology of it. Iaccept to put in the words * whenever and so
long as it may be necessary ” but 1 shall have to make'verbal changes,
if any, to make it conform to the Act.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: I agree.
Question put and carried.
Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Clause 4 (Insertion of a new Part XI).

4. Aftersection 89 of thesaid Act, the following beading and sections shall be iz'xserbed,
namely :— B )

* Part XI.—8pecial provisions for certain lands irrigable by the Lloyd Barrage
Canals. ' : i

90. This Part shall apply, in the first instance, to lands irrigable by the Lloyd Barrage
Canals only. The Governor in Council may, from time to time, by notification in the
Bombay Government Gazette, extend this Part to lands irrigable by such other canals
in Sind 28 may, from time to time, be improved or re-modelled for the more efficient
distribution of water therefrom : :

Provided, however, that no such notification may be published until the scheme in
respect of it has been laid on the Council table and approved by the Council on a motion
made by Government,” B

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District): Sir, I* move
the following amendment : '

Delete the words “ in the first instance ” after the word “ apply ” in the new section
90 and delete all the words appearing after the words * only.” :

The section as amended will read as follows ; -
** This Part shall apply to lands irrigable by the Lloyd Barrage Canals only,”
The words which I have asked to be deleted are as follows :

* The Governor in Council may, from time to time, by notification in the Bombay
Government Gazelte, extend this part to landg irrigable by such other canala in Sind as
may, from time tc time, be improved or re-modelled for the more efiicient distribution
of water therefrom :

Provided, however, that no such notification may be published until.....,”

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Does the honourable member
propose to delete the proviso also ? o
\

.
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Mr. SHATKH ABDUL MAJID : All these to be deleted.

_ The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : He takes only two
lines in that section. He wants to delete the proviso also.

" Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID: In moving this amendment I hope
honourable members on this side of the House, as well as on the other
side, will consider the fact that speaker after speaker from the official -
side stated on the last occasion when the Bill was before the House that
it was intended to supply sufficient water to barren and waste lands
coming within the Barrage zone, while the clause as it stands in the Bill
gives power to the Governor in Council to extend the application of the -
Bill to other areas which do not fall within the Barrage zone. Now, Sir,
my submission is that the areas not within the Barrage zone are going
to suffer by the operation of the Barrage canals, and it is a problem for
Government how to save those areas from total ruin, especially the
lands in the Karachi district which are rice lands. Government them-
selves have admitted that the rice lands in Karachi district may not
receive adequate supply of water and have therefore promised that they
would give sympathetic consideration to the cases of zamindars who
might suffer by the operation of the Barrage canals. The Karachi
District Zamindars and Jagirdars Association have submitted a petition
to the Honourable the General Member—perhaps also to other Members
of Government—enquiring whether, in view of the Barrage canals coming
into operation from the year 1932, the zamindars of the district could
carry on paddy cultivation and if they did they would receive sufficient
water for that cultivation. For the information of this honourable
House, I must also state that rice is the main crop in the Karachi district,
and if sufficient water is not available there for rice cultivation, most of
the land, being kalar land, will not be fit for any other crop. I hope,
therefore, that the justice of the case of these people would appeal to
everybody. This Bill is primarily meant for the equitable distribution
and efficient control of water given to lands within the Barrage zone.
There is no explanation given why the Bill should be extended to lands
falling outside the Barrage zone. The lands outside the Barrage zone
are threatened with a deficiency of Water. All the arguments advanced
in the last session in favour of the introduction of this Bill go to prove
that if any benefit is going to accrue from the operation of this Bill it is
going to accrue to lands within the Barrage zone. - Nota single argument
has been given to show that the lands outside the Barrage zone also will
gain in any way by the construction of the Barrage. Some of the best
authorities on the question are of opinion that sufficient water will not
be available for the Karachi district, and Government have undertaken
improvements in the Karachi district on a vast scale to face the impend-
ing danger. It was expected that all those improvements would be
completed by the time the Barrage canals begin to operate, but they
have not been completed ; hence this alarm among the zamindars that
they might not get enough water in the coming season for the cultivation
of rice. Sir, in fairness, Government must exclude the non-Barrage
area from the operation of this Bill. If, to ensure equitable distribution
of water to the vast area coming under thq Barrage, you want to replace
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[Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid] ' o
~the old karias within the Barrage zone, and you propose some charges
on an acreage basis for rectangulation etcetera, what reason have you for
charging anything on the zamindars in the Karachi district or in Lower
Sind for improvements carried out to save them from the deficiency of
water that is expected to result as a direct consequence of the operation
of the canals within the Barrage zone ? The demand of the zamindars,
on the other hand, is that if enough water is not available for the cultiva-
tion of their lands in Lower 8ind, Government should go to their help
with an assurance to them that compensation will be given to them either
in the shape of lands in the Barrage zone or in cash. Instead of giving
an assurance to that effect, you  want to apply this new Bill to that
area also. R

T understand, Sir, that so far as the change of the source of water
supply is concerned, Government may have a show of justification for
applying this Bill to Lower Sind, but my objection will still remain.
Why should you charge anything for the improvements you may carry
out or for the new karias you may have to construct, when as the result
of the operation of the Barrage scheme the zamindars, even after the
improvements, are not going to gain anything substantial 3 At the
most they will get only the minimum supply of water and not the
maximum which they get at présent. The supply of water is surely and
certainly going to be curtailed and curtailed to a very great extent for
the area outside the Barrage zone. Under these circumstances, Sir,
I hope that the honourable members will consider this amendment on
its own merits in the light of the few arguments that I have placed
before them.

If I were a powerful speaker like Mr. Kamat, I would have been in
a position to place my case before this honourable House in a forcible
manner and carry the House with me. I find that there is a prejudice
against the Sind members. [Honourable Members : No, no.] That is
at any rate the impression left in my mind. It is thought that they
have reaped unbounded gains owing to the generosity of the Government.
Reference was made to the large area given to the zamindars at a nominal
malkano of Rs. 15 per acre. There was no generosity at all in that case,
because all that land, the better portion of that land, was fallow-
forfeited land: it belonged to the zamindars originally, but the
zamindars were deprived of that land without any rhyme or reason.
Simply because they did not get suflicient water to cultivate that land
for a period of five years, therefore according to the fallow rules, it
became fallow forfeited. /

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What is the relevancy of these
remarks ¢

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID : I want to remove the impression that
any generosity has been shown to the Sind zamindars, So far as my
constituency is concerned, the fact is that we are threatened with defi-
ciency of water to such an extent that the zamindars have been compelled
to ask Government whether they could undertake paddy cultivation in
the next season or not. I do admit that if this Bill is applied to the
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Barrage zone, with necessary- modifications, it may prove & blessing’
“for the people living within the Barrage zone—I say “ with necessary
‘modifications.” But so far as Lower Sind or the area outside the Barrage
‘zone is concerned, their water ig going to be curtailed. Where lies the
reasonableness, where lies the logic of asking that the Bill should be

extended to an area which is going to suffer by the operation of the
Barrage scheme ?

With these few words I move this amendment.

Question proposed,
© The Honourable the PRESIDENT : I have to stop the business of
the House at this stage. Before the House adjourns, I would like to
inform honourable members that a copy of the report of the Cotton
Contracts Act Committee, a copy of the Minutes of Proceedings of that
Committee, and a copy of the By-laws of the East Indian Cotton
Association Ltd. have been handed over to the Secretary and are placed
in the Library. Honourable members who want to make use of them
may do so.

The House is now adjourned to 2 p.m., to‘morrow, Wednesday, the
22nd July 1931

e 0 e e . e e e e e e e i At
. BOMBAY ¢ FRIKTED AT YHE GOVERNMENT CEFTRAL PREES,



Vol. XXXI-Part Il : 179
Wednesday, the 22nd July 1931

The Council re-assembled at the Council Hall, Poona, on Wednesdé.y,
the 22nd July 1931, at 2 pm., the Honourable the President,
Sir ALI MAHOMED KHAN DEHLAVI, Kt., Bar-at-Law, presiding‘.

Present :

Arpur Latir Hast Hasrat Kpaw, Khan Bahadur -
ABERCROMBIE, Mr. J. R.
AvrarsaksH, Khan Bahadur
Ancapt, Rao Bahadur 8. N.
Asavairg, Rao Bahadur R, 8.
Bavocw, Mr. Hast Mz MaroMED
Banor, Mr. A. K. J.
Beir, Mr, R. D.
Brotro, Sir SHAR Nawaz
BrUTT0, WADERO WAHIDBAKSH ILLAHIBAKSH
Boig, Rao Bahadur 8. K.
Branper, Mr. J. P.
Bristow, Mr. C. H.
Browxe, Mr. D. R. H.
BurLockk, Mr. A. GREVILLE
Cmgopr, Mr. P. R.
CatraLk, Rao Bahadur G. K.
Cravron, Mr. H, B,
CoLraco, Dr. J. A,
Corrivns, Mr. G. F. 8.
Cooke, Mr. G. H,
Coopeg, Khan Bahadur D. B.
Dasromar Livaran, Mr,
DeEsar, Rao Saheb B. G.
DEsar, Mr. H. R.
Drxit, Dr. M. K. .
D’Souza, Dr, J. AuBan
Ewsank, Mr. R, B.
GARreTT, Mr. J, H.
GruLam Hussaix, the Honourable Sir
Gruram Nasi 8gam, Khan Bahadur
GILDER, Dr. M. D.
Goxmarg, Mr. L, R,
Gover Rora, Mr.
Harinas Mapravpas, Mr.
Harrison, Mr. C. 8. C.
Hupsoy, the Honourable Mr. W. F,
Jam Jan Maromep Kuan, Khan Bahadur
Jan Manomep Kuan, Khan Bahadur
Jog, Mr. V. N,
Jongs, Major W, ErLis
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Kapgy, Mr, J. 8.
KavLg, Rao Bahadur R, R,
Kuur Mr.B.S.
Kumm the Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T,
Ku.munl Me. M. M.
Kuvaro, Khan Bahadur M. A.
Krrxarni, Rao Saheb P. D.
Lery, Mr. W. G,
MackLiy, Mr. A, 8. R.
MapravsaNG JorsHAL, Mr,
MengrBAkSH, Mr. 8.
Mopag, Rev. R. 8. ,
Mon1, Sardar Davar T, K.
More, Mr. J.G. .
Naix, Rao Bahadur B, R.
Naxprorao Bupaajirao, Mr,
Navig, Mr. N. E.
Newsax, Mr. H. L,
Owex, Mr, A, C.
. ParurERAR, Rao Bahadur L. V.,
Parer, Khan Bahadur A. E,
Pater, Mr.C. N, .
Parin, Mr. N. N,
Parm, Mr, V. N, *
PerrT, Mr. J. B, :
PrapHAN, the Honourable Sir Govinbprao
PrapHAN, Rao Bahaduz G. V.
PraATER, Mr S.H.
RarTODDIN Anyap, the Honourable Movrvi
Ranrvroora, Mr, HoosExaLLy M.
Resatpaz, Mr. A. K.
SAHEBSINHJIT JUVANSINEJL, Mr.
Sratknr AspuL Aziz, Mr.
Sk ABpUL Majm, Mr.
Suatkn YAXUB Vazik MasoMmED, Khan Babadur
" SHANKARRAO JAYABAMRAO ZUNZARRAO, Mr.
SuvpE, Mr. R. B.
Swart, Mr. W. W.
Sorawk, Dr. P. G.
Sunve, Mr. AL N,
Surve, Mr. V. A,
Syep Mizax MaroMED SHAH
Svep MuNawar, Mr,
" Tarrur, Mz Baxper A1 Knan
THAROR OF KERWADA, Sardar BrasaBESR Ratsxan
TroMas, the Honourable Mr. G. A,
Tovraxt, Mr. S. S. :
TurNER, Mr. C. W. A,
VarsEaypayax, Dr. V. G.
VagiL, My, Pestaxsaan N,
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VaxkiL, the Honourable Sirdar Sir RustoM JEEANGIR
VANDERAR, Rao Saheb R. V. o
Wapsg, Mr. B. P. L
Wices, Mr. G.

ATTEMPT ON HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S LIFE.

The Honoursble the PRESIDENT : Order, order. The House will
regret to hear that news has been received by me just now that a cowardly
attack was made on His Excellency the Governor by one of the students
as he was paying a visit to the Fergusson College this morning. . It
was a sheer grace of God that he was saved. The House will get anl
opportunity, I am sure, to express its feeling on that very sad and
regrettable incident, perhaps during the course of the day. I am sure
the whole House in the meanwhile will regret and condemn the action.

Now we take up questions.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

SaNap1s, BITAPUR': REMUNERATION.

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI (Belgaum District): Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state— '
(a) whether they were giving extra remuneration to officiating
sapadis in the Bijapur District ; o
(b) if so0, from what year and for what reasons ; :
(c) whether the remuneration so paid to them has been stopped
from July 1930; . o
(d) whether the sanadis have now been ordered to refund th
amount of remuneration paid to them with effect from 1914-15 ¢

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a), (%) and (¢) No extra
remuneration in addition to their scale potgi was paid to the shetsanadis
in the Bijapur District except during the scarcity period in 1927-28 and
1930-31 when -extra remuneration was paid for six months in each year '
under the provisions of the Famine Relief Code to sanadis of those -
villages where the crops had failed.

(d) In 1914-15 at the time of the 2nd revision settlement, assessment
on some sanadi lands was increased. In proportion to this assessment -
the cash kambharti to be paid to these sanadis was reduced. But
through mistake the old kambharti was paid to them for some years.
When this mistake was detected it was ordered to recover the excess
amount wrongly paid: to such sanadis in Bijapur and Badami Talukas
only}; Clause (d) of the honourable member's question seems to refer
to this, '

Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI : Will the Honourable Member kindly
state what the total amount of the refund money will be in individual
cases ? : h

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I have asked for the figures
and will communicate them when I receive them.
uo Hb 46—1a
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Rao Bahadur 8. N. ANGADI : May I know whether the sanadis would
be given the opportunity to pay the amount in instalments ¢

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I will certainly consider that
suggestion.
Moror Acorpexte, KaRACHL '
{ ‘Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi C1‘ry) Will
Government be pleased to state—
~ (a) the number of minor and fatal motor accidents at Karachi during
each of the years from 1925 to July 1930; _
{b) whether any precautions have been taken with & view to reduce
such accidents ; _
+ {¢) if so, the nature of such measures ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : (a) A statement giving the
information is placed on the Council table.

{b) and (c) The authorities in Karachi have consulted the Bombay
Police and are considering the adoption in Karachi of measures which
have proved useful in Bombay, such as restrictions on bullock carts and
on parking in congested roads, marking white lines at corners and cross
. roads, stricter tests for applicants for driving licenses and propaganda

to urge caution on both drivers and pedestrians.

Statemient showing number of accidents caused by molor vehicles in Karachi.
Number of accidents
In Involv- !
Year i:;)glv- . ing g . Remarks
Fatal [injury to*® l&'m’y Total
. human human
i )
being being
1925 4 42 s . *These figures are not avail-
1926 4 62 . . able as the records have
1927 5 67 * . been destroyed.
1928 4 119 78 201
1929 3 97 189 289
1930 endmg Jn.ly 5 .85 152 242

MurLas ScrooLs, Snm GRANTS-IN-AID

- Mr: HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachl City):
Government be pleased to state—
(1) whether the grant sanctioned by Government for the Mullah
~ schools in Sind bas been found tg be sufficient for the needs of those
/schools ;
") the amount of grant sanctioned for Hyderabad, Sukkur and
Larkana Divisions respectively for each year from 1927 to 1930 ;
+{3) the amount actually given as grants to the Mullah schools.
and the balances, if any;
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(4) the conditions under which Mullah schools are given full grants
in accordance with the Grant-in-aid Code’;

(5) whether it i3 a fact that those Mullah schools which impart
education in accordance with the full Primary Code have not received
the grant they are entitled to under the Grant-in-aid Code ;

(6) if so, the reasons therefor; v

(7) whether the Mullah schools received any intimation before the
reduction of their grants and whether they were informed of the
reasons for such a reduction ; ) i

(8) if not, the reasons therefor ¢ .

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: (1) Attention
of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given during the
current session to clause (a) of a similar question put by Mr. Shaikh
Abdul Majid. , ‘

(2) and (3) The accompanying statement gives the requisite informa-
tion. , : .

(4)-(8) Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply
given during the current session of the Legislative Council to clauses (c),
(d) and (¢) of a similar question put by Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid. -

Statement
12728 . 19899 _ 1929-30
L Amount ! Amou“%Amouut’ i Amount;
Division Amo;mt BCUL a!ly‘ of }accually ‘Amc‘mnt actually,

ol given a8 | given as of iven as )
grant |grants to Balance f;::f‘ grants to Balance grant ggmnu toBalm“
sanc- | Mullak | tioned | Mullah | - sanc- | Mullah

tioned |achools | ischoole | tioned | schools | .
1 2 s | 4 5 t 8 : 7 8 $ | w
i — e —
B | Rs. l Bs. | Ba 1 Be. | Ba | Bs | Bs | Ba
Hyderabad .0 87,574 61,727i ) 5,847 .67’5“‘ ‘63,646| 3,928; 70,088 68,505 1,583
Bukkur -t 31,401 50,353; 1,045 51,401‘ 51,3031 98 57,837 53,640, 4,207 .
Larkana . 38,707| 33,505 3,112 38,707, 37,908I 709 45,175, 44,110 ! -1-65l
Total .. 1,57,682[ 1,47,678' 10,004; 1,57,682 1,52,557' 4,825\ 1,73,100 1,68‘755: 8,345

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO: In the tabular statement large
amounts have been shown as balances. What are the reasons for not
absorbing the entire grants for the purpose for which they were given ?
_ The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: I will get the
mformation and speak to the honourable member abous it. '

PubLic Works DEPARTMENT : MusLim OFFICERS.
Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased to state—

(1) the pumber of officers in the Public Works Department in the
Indian Service of Engineers, the Bombay Service of Engineers and
the Bombay Subordinate Engineering Service ; :

(2) how many are Muslims in each of the above cadres?
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The Honoursble Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (1) The number of
officers in the Indian Service of Engineers, Bombay Service of
Engineers and Bombay ‘Subordinate Engineering Service is 95, 161
and 448 respectively. ’ )

(2) There are 3, 7 and 14 Muslims respectively in the cadres of the
services mentioned in (1) above. :

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : May I know whether Government
are taking any action to increase the negligible number of Muslims in
the service ! : :

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: As I told the House
yesterday, every available Muhammadan is given a chance. The honour-
able member may name any one, and his claims will be considered.

Khan Babadur ALLAHBAKSH : Are there no graduates available
at present ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The honourable member
will soon know that a few of them are being taken up.

Khan Bahadur ALLAHBAKSH : How many graduates are there ?

The Honourable Sir GHUL AM HUSSAIN : I cannot say offhand.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Is it not a fact that some of them
are being appointed as apprentices without any salary ?

_ The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Not to my knowledge.
There is one apprentice, and he gets Rs. 75 per mensem.

Khan Bshadut ALLAHBAKSH : Is there a likelihood of some being
taken up after the Barrage works?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : We will consider their
cases.

Romz1 Caxar Crere : Musima OfFFiceRs.

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Government be pleased—
(1) to lay on the Council table a-complete list (with names) of all
. officers, Upper Subordinates and Lower Subordinates, who have
served at any time in the Rohri Canal Circle under Mr. S. C. Mould,
Superintending Engineer, from the commencement of the Circle up to
the end of December 1930 ; : .
(2) to state against each of them'any punishment inflicted by or
on the recommendation of Mr. S. C. Mould, such as reduction, dismis-
sal, discharge from service, fines, stoppage of increments or removal
from sub-divisional charges, etc.;
(3) to state whether it is a fact that-no Muslim officer or subordi--
nate has escaped adverse action and got a recommendation from
Mr. 8. C. Mould for service under him ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : (1) and (2) The
importance of the question is not commensurate with the great
labour that would be involved in collecting the information asked
“for therein. In any case disciplinary action is hardly ever taken
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by a Superintending Engineer except after full consideration of
recommendations made in the matter by the Executive Engineer
concerned. ' :

(3) No.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHROQ: In answer to (3) the Honourable
Member says “ No”. Is there sufficient information before the Honour-
able Member to enable him to give a definite reply in the negative ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: Yes.

Ehan Bahadur M. A, KHUHRO: In answer to (1) and (2) the’
Honourable Member replies that it is not necessary to call for nformation.

The Honourable Sir GHULAM -HUSSAIN : I would draw the atten-
tion of the House to the nature of the question. o

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (in Urdu): I want to know
how many Muslims have been dismissed or convicted under Mr. Mould.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The reply to the question put
is there. I suppose the honourable member refers to (3). -

Mr. HAJT MIR MAHOMED BALOCH : No; I refer to (1) and (2).

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : If the honourable members
of this House will read the question carefully, they will easily realise
how much time and labour will be involved in answering it. There are
frequent transfers from one circle to another. We should have to make
enquiries into all these transfers, If the honourable House is ready to
pay, we can employ special establishment for obtaining the information.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : There are the records of Govern-
ment. You can find out the information very easily from them.

The Honourable Sir GRULAM HUSSAIN: Look “at the number
of upper subordinates who must have been transferred. Look at the
period for which infermation is asked. ’

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: The number of upper sub-
ordinates who have been punished must have been very few. The
honourable member asks for the number of people who have been
punished.

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The honourable member
has not read the question, If he reads it carefully, he will understand
it. v

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Have many transfers taken place
during the course of the 7 years that Mr. Mould has been the Superin-
tending Engineer ?

The Hononrable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : There must have been
several,

Khan Bahadur ALLAHBAKSH : The number of Muslims in those
posts is very small, four or five, and it should not take a long time to
prepare a statement, '

The -Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: Read the question.
*“ Will Government be pleased to lay on the Council table a complete
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list (with names) of all officers, upper subordinates and lower
subordinates who have served at any time in the Rohri Canal Circle
under Mr. 8. C. Mould, Superintending Engineer, from the commencement
of the Circle up to the end of December 1930 ?”

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Next question.

Rorri CANAL CIRCLE : OVERPAYMENTS.

Mr. HAJI NIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): Will
Goyernment be pleased to state—
(1) whether they are aware that Mr. Wadhwani has built a huge
- palatial building in Hirabad, Hyderabad (Sind);
" (2) is it a fact that Mr. Wadhwani was reported for having made
overpayment to an Executive Engineer ; :
(3) if so, is it a fact that Mr. 8. C. Mould, Superintending
Engineer, left him off with'a warning ;
{4) are Government aware that in another similar case Mr, S, C.
Mould ordered recovery from the other Assistant Engineer ?

- The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN (1) Mr. (L. T.) Wadhwani,
Assistant Engineer, is in joint ownership of a building measuring 1,900
square feet situated at Hyderabad (Sind). The approximate value of
the building is estimated to be Rs. 10,000 and the Assistant Engineer’s
share in the joint property is one-fifth, it being divisible amongst
five brothers,

(2) No.

(3) Does not arise.

(4) No.

Drrury SUPERINTENDENTS OF POLICE, SIND ¢
‘ MusLus. '

Mr. HAJI MIR MAHOMED BALOCH (Karachi City): (e) Will
Government be pleased to state in a tabular form the names of
permanent and acting Deputy Superintendents of Police at present in
Sind ¥ -

(b) 1s it a fact that out of 14 appointments of Deputy Superin-
tendents (both permanent and acting) only 4 are held by Mussalmans,
7 by Hindus, 2 by Europeans and 1 by a Parsi ? o

(c) Is it a fact that Messrs. Gokaldas and Bhagwandas are junior to
Messrs. Didar Husain and Mir Moulabux Khan ¢

(@) If the reply to (c) is in thg affirmative, what were the reasons for
superseding two Mussalmans by two Hindus ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) A statement giving the
required information js placed on the Council table.

(8) No. It will be seen from the statement that there are at present
sixteen Deputy Superintendents of Police in Sind, of whom five
are Muhammadans, seven Hindus, three Europeans and one a Parsi.

(¢) Yes, in the cadre of Inspectors of Police in Sind. -

(d) Promotion to the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police goes
by selection and not by seniority.
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Statement showing the names of permanent, acting and temporary Deputy Supepmte’ndenta

of Police in Sind,
Serial No.!  Xame of Deputy Superintendent of Police Remarks
1 2 AR
!
Permanent., ’
1 ' Mir Magbul Khan . . ..| Acting as District
Superintendent . of
Police, Nawabshah,
2 | Mr, Gopaldas Daulatram. - .
3 i Khan Sabeb Zaman Shah Mahbub Shab Hashimi..| Acting as  District

) - Superintendent  of

i Police, Panch Mahals. .

4 Rao Bahadur Narayandas Wadhumal,

5 y Mr. Tahilram Dharamdas Vasvani.

6 : Khan Saheb Jehangir Rustamji Sukhia,

7 ' Mr. Chimandas Devandas Motwani.

8 | Kben Saheb Saiyid Muhammad Husain = Shah)
Shujaat Ali Shah.

9 * Rao Saheb Tejumal Narayandas Mansukbani.

0 * Mr, W. H. Brotherston.

Acling or temporary.

11 | Mr, K. R, Eatea, ' .

12 | Mr. Gokaldas Wadhumal Phulwar.

13 | Mr. Bhagwandas Premchand. '

14 | Mr, Didar Husain Khan Allahdad Khan.

15 | Mir Maula Bakhsh Khan Kadir Bakhsh klmn
16 | Mr. H, Galbraith,

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Is it not a fact that the tivo Muslim
Inspectors who were superseded for promotion to the posts of Deputy
Superintendents have since been acting as Deputy Superintendents ? |

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : T do not know.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO: I mean Messrs. Didar Hussaip
and Mir Moulabux Khan ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : I cannot see how that questlon
arises,

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Are there any Sindhi, Musllms
in the permanent grade of Deputy Superintendents ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : T must ask for notice of that‘
question,

Khan Bahadur M. A, KHUHRO : With regard to reply to (d) which
says “ Promotion to the rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police goes
by selection and not by seniority, ”’ I wish to ask whether those Muslima
who were superseded have now been given a chance to act and what
is the reason for their being superseded in permanent vacancies by
people who went above them, but are ordinarily junior to them ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: I must ask for notice. It

does not follow that because & man was superseded on one gceasion he
should be superseded on the second occasion. On this occasion they
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were superseded because they were not considered equally good as the
two men who went over their heads.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Is it not a common rule in Govern-
ment service that when a man is acting in any grade and he is found
fit for it, he is given & permanent grade when the time comes, in his
proper rank !

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Not in selection grades. The
answer to (d) makes it clesr that promotion to the rank of Deputy
Superintendent of Police goes by selection and not by seniority.
~ Khan Bahadur M. A: KHUHRO : Is not the grade of a Deputy Super-

intendent an ordinary grade and not a selection grade ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS : No, it is a selection grade.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Does the confirmation also depend
on selection or on the extent of service ?

" The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Confirmation depends upon
the result of his probation, not on the period of service. If the man
does well, he gets confirmed.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Does it not depend on the
period of acting as Deputy Superintendent ! -
The Honourablg Mr. G. A. THOMAS: No.

Fair Fuxp, SHINGNAPUR.

Khan Bahadur D. B. COOPER (Satara District): () Will
Government be pleased to state when the fair fund at Shingnapur in
Satara District was established ?

(b) How many times during a year the fair is held and what is the
duration of the fair at each time ?

(¢) What amount was collected every year as tax from the pilgrims
. during the past five years ?

(d) What was the expenditure each year during the said period ¢

(¢) What permanent establishment s maintained throughout the year
for the management of the fund ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (z) In 1891.

(b) Seven times during a year, the duration of the fair on each occasion
"being 15, 5, 10, 5, 5, 4 and 6 days respectively.

(c) The amounts collected during the past five years are given
below :—

Year. Amount.

. - : Bs. a. p.
1925-26 . .. 924514 0
1926-27 .- ..o 9130 6 0
1927-28 . .. 1588913 0O
1928-29 . .. 251150
1929-30 e .. 10,463 9 0
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(d) The expenditure each year during the same period was a8
follows :—

Year. Amount.
. Rs. a. p
1925-26 .. .. 586 5 7
1926-27 .. .. 6316 1 4
1927-28 .. ‘.. 647079 9
1928-29 S .o 4972 3 4
1929-30 . .. 5218 3 4.

{e) A Secretary on Rs. 75 per mensem and a peon on Rs 14 per
mensem, '

Forrien Liquor Sror, GowaLia Taxk Roab.

Dr. M. D. GILDER (Bombay City, North) : Will the Honourable .

the Minister of Excise be pleased to state—

(1) the number of foreign liquor shops “ off ” or*“ on”’ " and refresh-
ment rooms along Gowalia Tank Road and Cumballa Hill ex1st1ng at
present and the distance between each of them ;

(2) whether any application has been received to open another shop
or refreshment room in the same locality ;

(3) whether this application is for the transfer of a shop from Fanas-
wadi (Thakurdwar Division) to Gowaha Tank Road (Grant Road
Division) ;

{4) the reason why the licensee w1shes to transfer his shop;

(5) the number of refreshment rooms and licenses for the sale of
foreign liquor (“on " and “ off ) in the Thakurdwar and Grant Road
Divisions respectively ; .

(6) the approximate distance between the proposed site for the
transfer and

the Jain Vidyalaya,

the New Era School,

the Proprietary High School,
8t. Columba’s School,
Gowalia Tank Maidan ;

(7) whether any residents in the neighbourhood have sent in any
objections ;

(8) whether the Commissioner of Excise has refused his permission,
and if so, on what grounds ;

(9) whether his decision bas been upheld by the Honourable Minis-
ter and if not, the grounds for the Honourable Minister’s action ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (1) Thereare three
foreign liquor “off” shops on Gowalia Tank Road. The distance
between the first two shops is 315 yards and between the second and the
third 185 yards. There are no foreign liquor “ on ’ shops or refreshment
rooms on Gowalia Tank Road or Cumballa Hlll

(2) and (3) Yes.

(4) (a) Strong agitation against the continuance of the shop in the
locality,
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(8) The recent erection of a costly Hindu temple at a short
distance from the licensed premises.

{c) Pressure brought to bear upon the landlord to ask the licensee to
vacate the premises,

(5) There are 5 refreshment rooms, 6 foreign liquor  off  and 2 foreign
liquor “ on ™ licenses in Grant Road Division nd 1 refreshment room, 3
foreign liquor * off ” and 3 foreign hquor on ” licenses in Thakurdwar
Division.

(6) The approximate distances are as given in the footnote* though,
in the opinion of Government, mere approximate distances without
a personal visit to the site can give no correct idea either of the real
sitnation of the building or its suitability for a liquor shop.

(T) Objections were received and were rejected by the Excise Advisory
Committee of the Ward after full consideration.

{8) The Commissioner of Excise rejected the petition mainly on the
ground that there was no necessity for another shop in the locality.

(9) The Commissjoner of Excise had overruled the recommendation of
the Excise Advisory Committee of the Ward, the Collector of Bombay,
and the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, supporting the petition, and
an appeal was made to the Honourable the Minister against the decision
of the Commissioner of Excise. The Honourable the Minister after a
personal inspection of the site agreed with the recommendation of the
Excise Advisory Committee of the Ward and sanctioned the transfer.

* The approximate distances of the site selected for the foreign liquor *“ on ™ shop
and the following places are as under :—

Yards,
Jain Vidyalaya .- . .- . - 14
New Era School . . . . .. 115
Proprietary High School [ . . .. 90
St. Columba’s School .. . e .. 450
Gowalia Tank Maidan . . . 100

Dr. M. D. GILDER : Wxth tegard to the reply to part (6), is it main-
tained by the Honourable the Minister that & personal visit by him is
necessary to decide the suitability or otherwise of a location for a liquor
shop which is known to be within 14 yards of a school ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: I visited the
place personally and I found that the Jain Vidyalaya is on the first floor
while this liquor shop is opposite to it, but the door does not face it, and
therefore I decided that there was no harm,

Dr. M. K. DIXIT : Can the children from the school go down to the
road without passing the liquor shop?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: They are not
children, as a matter of fact they are really speaking young men.

Dr. M. D. GILDER : That being so, is it not a greater temptation
for the young men to go into the *“ On ™ Foreign Liquor shop ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : The honovrable
member himself knows that matter very well.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : When there are already 5 refreshment rooms,
6 foreign liquor “ off ” and 2 foreign liquor “ on  licenses in Grant Road
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Division, why was this new shop transferred to the Grant Road Division
from the Thakurdwar Division ?

The Honourable ‘MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: The reasons
are given in the reply.

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE : Is there any particular teason why this pam-
cular site was selected for a liquor shop ? t

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AH)IAD Xo, but the
Advisory Committee saw no objection.

Dr. M. D. GILDER: Did that Advisory Committee contain any
representative of the Bombay Municipal Corporation or any other public
body ¢ .

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDII\' AHMAD : I want notice.
of that question.

Dr. M. K. DIXIT : Isit p0551ble now at least to change the place ?
The Honourable 3JOCLVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: No, it is not

possible now.

Dr. M. D. GILDER : With regard to reply to (8) which reads “ The
Commissioner of Excise rejected the petition mainly on the ground that
there was no necessity for another shop in the locality,” how in those
circumstances did the Honourable the Excise Minister conclude, after-
his personal visit, that there wasa necessity for another shop in that
locality. ¢

The Honourable MOULVI RAFICDDIN AHMAD : The honourable
member does not appear to have read the reply fully. The Police
Commissioner, the Advisory Committee and the Collector all approved.
of the place and on my personal visit I found that they were right.

Dr. M. D. GILDER : The point is that the Commissioner of Excise
stated that there was no necessity for another shop in that locality and
the Honourable the Minister takes the trouble of paying a personal
visit to the place. On what grounds did he decide that there was a
necessity for another liquor shop in that locality ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : There was an
appeal against the decision of the Excise Commissioner. The Collector:
himself thought that the new shop was necessary and on my personal
visit T gave my decision in the appeal in his favour.

Dr. M. D. GILDER : That is my very point. When the Excise
Commissioner decided that there was no necessity for another liquor
shop, it does not matter what the Collector says or what any other person
says. On what exceptional or stronger grounds did the Honourable
the Minister conclude that there was a necessity for another shop ?
He must have applied his mind to the question and found some reasons.
for coming to his decision, I want to know what those reasons are ?

(No reply.)
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Sardar BHASAHEB RAISINHJI (Tsaxor oF Kerwapa): With~
regard to answer to (9), may I know why the Commissioner of Police
wag consulted in a matter relating to a liquor shop # Is he supposed
to be an expert on excise matters ? ‘

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : I am very sorry
that the houourable member does not know that the Commissioner of
Police is very nearly interested in the location of liquor shops.

Dr. M. D. GILDER : The Commissioner of Police is interested from
the point of view of taking objection to that particular shop with regard
to the preservation of peace. Is it not so ?

(No reply.)

BarsaxHOL AND CHAPHERI: ORIGINAL SURVEY,

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE (Poona, City): Will Government be pleased
to state the year of the Original Survey of the villages of Barjakhol and
Chapheri of Taluka Ratnagiri ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The villages in question were
surveyed in the year 1865 and settled in 1867-68.

Ixay ViLrace, KaNsARI: SURVEY SETTLEMENT.

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE (Poona City): Are Government aware of
Zthe fact that the Inam Village of Kansari in Taluka Ratnagiri was
surveyed by Government in 1873 and that the survey settlement made
at that time was not accepted by the Inamdars ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The survey papers of the
village show that a part of the survey work was done in the year 1853
and part in the year 1865-66. The survey settlement was not however
introduced for reasons which cannot now be ascertained.

Ixam Vinaces or Kaxsari: TravsFEr OF PLorTs.

Mr. L. B. GOKHALE (Poona City): Will Government be
pleased to state whether it is a faet that two plots of land within
“the boundary of the Inam village of Kansari have been transferred,
without the consent of the Inamdars of the village, to two other villages,
viz. Barjakhol and Chapheri of the same Taluka, i.e. Ratnagiri. If so,
under what provision of law they were so transferred ?
» The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The plots in question though
standing within the boundaries of the Kansari village have belonged to
the villages of Barjakhol and Chapheri since the original survey in the
year 1865. . ‘

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE : Were the properties transferred as a matter
of fact after the survey ? '

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I am afraid I do not know.
They have always belonged to these two villages. I understand it is
rather a difficult question which is still under diseussion, and an appeal
has been made to the Commissioner.
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WAGERING TRANSACTIONS : COMPLAINTS AGAINST EAST
Inp1a CorToN ASSOCIATION,

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District) : (a) Have Government received
any and if so, what complaints against the East India Cotton Association
and the Workmg of the Bombay Cotton Contracts Act of 1922 by the
said Association ?

(b) Have Government taken any, and if so, what action or mqulry to
elucidate the truth of such complaints ?

(c) Have there been petitions or complaints to Government that
several members of the East India Cotton Association were and are still
dabbling in unauthorised and illegal transactions called (1) Katcha
Khandi (2) American Futures (3)” American Cents (4) Indore Dhara
{5) Ank Farak ?

(d) Is it a fact that such illegal gambling transactions are being
carried on openly in Shaikh Memon Street;?

(e} If 8o, do Government propose to take any and if so, what action
in the matter ?

The Honourable Sir G. B. PRADHAN: (d) Yes. Government
received a few complaints from private persons regarding the adminis-
tration of the Cotton Contracts Act, 1922, by the East India Cotton
Association,

(b) A few individual complaints were investigated, and Government
decided not to take any action. The Honourable Member is aware that
a Special Committee of Enquiry into the working of the Cotton Contracts
Act was appointed, and their report has been published.

(¢) Government are aware that allegations of this kind are freely
made, It is not possible to substantiate ther. '

(d) Government have no information on the point.

(¢) The Honourable Member is referred to the Bill about to be intro-
-duced into the Legislative Council and already published,

Brince ox tHE BumMa River.

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District): (1) Are Government aware
that the Bhima river on the Main Karwar-Hubli-Bijapur-Sholapur Road
is unbridged ?

(2) Are Government aware that great i mconvemence I8 caused to the
through traffic public ¢

{3) Are Government aware that the road ultnnately passes through
the Nizam’s Road ¢

(4) Do Government propose to take any steps in the matter ? 7

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T. KAMBLI: (1) and (2) Yes

(3) Probably ““ Nizam’s Dominions ” is meant for * Nizam’s Road.”
The reply is in the affirmative,

(4) The question of providing a crossing over the river Bhima at
Chanegaon is under the consideration of Government,
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Epvcationas INsPECTOR : INDEBTEDNESS.

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District): Will Government be pleased

to state—

1) whetl‘ler it is & fact that one of the Educational Inspectors in
the Educational Department is indebted heavily and there is & regular
attachment on his salary through the Treasury ;

(2) whether Government or Head of the Department have a
knowledge of the same ; :

(3) if so, whether Government approve of the policy of keeping
such ‘indebted persons in charge of responsible posts ;

_ {4) i not, what steps Government propose to take in the matter ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (1) and (2) Yes.

. (3) and (4) Government are satisfied that the circumstances in this
case do not reflect any discredit on the officer. Government do not
consider that any action is called for,

+ Direcror oF PugLic INSTRUCTION'S OFFICE : SUPERINTENDENT.

" Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District): Will Government be pleased
_to state— '

- (1) whether it is a fact that an undergraduate was recently
appointed permanently to the post of Superintendent in the office of
the Director of Public Instruction in the Bombay Educational Service
from the clerical cadre ; ‘

(2) whether it is a.fact that there were several senior and duly
qualified persons in the Department who could have been selected for
the same and who have been passed over; :

(3) if so, the reasons therefor ;
(4) whether it is a fact that there were several senior and

duly qualified persons in the Department from the intermediate and
backward classes who could have been selected for the post ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD ; (1) Yes.

(2, (3) and (4) The post of a Superintendent in the office of the
Director of Public Instruction is a special post which is filled by selection
of the most suitable man and naturally due weight is given to the opinion
of the Director of Public Instruction himself in its selection. About the
officer under reference the Director of Public Instruction writes
as follows :—

“I believe Mr. Khan to be head and shoulders above any Assistant

* Deputy Educational Inspector or Deputy Educational Inspector in

the whole Presidency. T know of no officer who was so well qualified

for the post.” ‘

The question, therefore, whether there were any senior men whose
claims were overlooked does not arise. The person selected was also a
member of a backward community,
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BUDGET ALLOWANCES,

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar District): (1) Will Govemment be
pleased to state what sort of allowances are included in the term
mentioned as House-rent and other allowances in the Budget? -

(2) Does it include the compensatory allowance ? Pl

(3) Are all the allowances subjeet to the vote of the Counml2 .

(4) If not, what are the allowances which are not subject to the vote :
of the Council ?

The Honourable Sir G. B. PRADHAN : (1) The attached - statement
shows the allowances grouped under the detailed head “* House-rent
and other allowances.”

(2) Yes.

(3) No.

(4) The following allowances when drawn by persons whose salary is
not subject to the vote of the Legislative Council are not subject to the
vote of the Council :—

(a) Compensatory allowance.
(b) House-rent allowance,
() Permanent travelling allowance.
(d) Conveyance allowance,
(¢) Tentage allowance. -
(f) Sumptuary allowance.
{g) Fees to Government servants.
(k) Rewards to Government servants.
(?) Honoraria,
Statement,

(1) House-rent allowance.

(2) Compensatory allowance.

(3) Head Quarters allowance,

(4) Overtime allowance.

(5) Plague allowance.

(6) Clothing sllowance.

(7) Proficiency allowance. 1\

(8) Sumptuary allowance,

(9) Forage and grain compenmation allowance.
(10) Fees to Government servants.
{11) Rewards to Government servants,
(12) Honoraria.

GOVERNMENT SERVANTS, BonBaYy CiTy : CASHIER'S ALLOWANCE.

Mr. V. N. JOG (Dharwar Dlstnct) Will Government be pleased

to state—

(1) whether it is a fact that an extra allowance in addition to their
own salary 1s given to some of the clerks in each of the Departments
in the Secretariat for attending to money transactions;

(2) whether it is a fact that it is not so given to others in the Island
of Bombay and mofussil when they also deal with money
transactions ;

(3) if 80, the reasons for the dlstmctlon ?

The Honourable Sir G. B. PRADHAN : (1) A special allowance is

given to cashiers in the Secretariat for additional duties, not only the
handling of money, :

uo Hb 463
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(2) Cashiers in many offices in the City and mofussil draw a special
allowance varying ‘with the extent of transactions and the amount of
security required,

(3) Does not arise, '

Mr. V. N. JOG : Why is the special allowance given over and above

“the pay ¢ '

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : The reply is there,
that it is for additional duty—not only for handling money but for addi-
‘tional duty which the cashier has to do.

Mr. V. N. JOG : Has not that been taken into consideration in
_determining the pay ¢

The Honourable Sir GOVINDRAO PRADHAN : He gets his grade
_pay ; so, that cannot be taken into consideration.

Coxnvicrions ¢ Crvin DisoBepience CaMPAIGN.,

Mr. SHANKARRAOQ JAYARAMRAO ZUNZARRAO for Mr. G. M.
EKALBHOR (Poona District) : Will Government be pleased to state—
(¢) the number of convictions on account of civil disobedience
campaign in the Presidency ;
(b) the number of accused who participated in the proceedings of
the court and those who did not take part in the trial;
(c) the number of cases in which the High Court set aside the
orders of conviction passed by subordinate courts;
(d) the total expenditure on account of the trials and maintenance
of the prisoners ¢ -
The Honourable Mr, G. A, THOMAS : (a) 11,164.
(%) and (d) This information could not be obtained without very great
difficulty, and no approach to accuracy would be possible.
{¢) The High Court set aside the orders of conviction in 80 cases.

" Manvar ox Forest Ruses,
. Mr. SHANKARRAO JAYARAMRAQO ZUNZARRAO for Mr. G. M.
KALBHOR (Poona District): Will Government be pleased to state
whether a manual of Forest Rules in vernacular is kept in every village
with the Forest Officer of that place for the use of agriculturists;
if not, whether they intend to do so?

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S, T. KAMBLI: All Round Forest
Officers of the Presidency proper have been supplied with vernacular
copies of the Indian Forest Act and the Privilege Code of the district
concerned. Vernacular copies of the rules under the Indian Forest Act
have also been supplied to these officers in the Northern and Southern

Circles and will shortly be supplied to all Round Forest Officers in the
Central Circle also. Agriculturists can always have access to these rules
or codes.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Has this facility been provided
in Sind also ¢

"The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T. KAMBLI : I require notice
of this question.



22 Jery 1931] Questions and Answers 197
Dr. M. K. DIXIT : Are there forests in Sind ¢ . .
The Honourable Dewan Bahadur §. T. KAMBLI : Yes; there are. : ;

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : When do Government propose
to take similar action with regard to Sind ? ?

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI : I would ask for
notice of the question.

{

Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE : What is the meaning of “ Agncul-
turists can always have access to these rules or codes

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur S. T. KAMBLI: The sentence
means what the words thereof signify.

Rao Bahadur G. K. CHITALE: What do they mean? ' Are the
agriculturists expected to go to the Round Guard or other Forest Officer
and enquire what the rules are !  Can the rules not be published so that
they will be available to the people themselves ? That is the question...

The Honourable Dewan Bahadur 8. T. KAMBLI : If the agriculturists
cannot afford to purchase copies of the rules they may then go to the
Round Forest Officer and acquaint themselves with the rules.

Coxvicr V. P. Jaxi: TREATMEXT 1v JAIL,

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University): (a) Will Government
be pleased to state whether any inquiry was made in the matter of the
petition made to the Honourable the Home Mémber by the widow of one
V. P. Jani (Jail No. 1470) who was convicted by the Chief Presidency
Magistrate, Bombay, on 31st July 1930 and eentenced to simple impri-
sonment for one year complaining that rigorous labour was exacted
from him for about 14 days and that he was confined in a solitary cell
for about a fortnight in the Yeravda Jail and that as a result he suffered
from acute pain in the chest and lost 33 Ibs, in weight 1.

{t) What was the result of the inquiry ?
() What steps were taken by Government in the matter ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) The prisoner was released
on the 25th March 1931 and as far as is known is still alive. The
petition was made by his wife and was enquired into. '

(b) The allegations were found to be untrue.

{c) Does not arise.
Motor TraFFIC,

Rao Bahadur R. R. KALE (Bombay University) : Will Government
be pleased to state whether Government intend to take any steps to
-encourage railway or other companies of established reputation to take
-over the management of Motor traffic so as to ensure better organisa-
tion, equipment, efficiency and supervision ?
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The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSOX : The question is couched in
sach general terms as to make it difficult to understand to what
the Honourable Member refers. It is assumed that the Honourable
Member is referring to the organisation of feeder and supplement~
ary passenger and goods motor service by railway and other companies.
i this is so, Government could do no more than make a reference to the
Railway Board and to the Railways concerned and the present would
not appear to be an opportune time for such a reference. As for private
companies, the initiative must come from them. :

IrrIGATION AcT: PROCEEDINGS OF BARRAGE ADVISORY
CoxarrEE.

-Kban Bahadur M. A, KHUHROQ (Larkana District): Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state whether they intend to supply the members
of the Legislative Council with a copy of the proceedings of the
non-official Barrage-Advisory Committee, with regard to the proposed
amendment of the Sind Irrigation Act?

The Honoursble Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: The attention of the
honourable member is invited to the reply given to a similar question
by Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid. -

CaxaLs oF THE BeLapur Syxpicate Coxpasy.

. Mr. N. E. NAVLE (Ahmednagar District): Will Government be
pleased fo state— :

(a) whether it is a fact that owing to the capals of the Belapur
Syndicate Company the lands of Mouze Malwadgaon have been
" water-logged ; '
(b) whether it is a fact that almost all the roads to the village have
been blocked by water from the above canals;

(c) whether it is a fact that the-villagers of Mouze Malwadgaon and
their cattle find it difficult and dangerous to pass by those roads ;

_ (d) whether it is a fact that a Marwadi named Jasaraj died owing
" t6 a snake-bite while passing by one of these roads to Mouze Malwad-
gaon; .
(e) whether it is a fact that the villagers of Mouze Malwadgaon have
sent several applications and petitions to the Irrigation Department
aunthorities and to the Collector of Ahmednagar;

(f) what action was taken by the above officers on those petitions;
(g) whether they intend to make inquiries in the matter ?

' The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN: (¢) Lands of the
village Malwadgaon are on a lower level than those of the Belapur
Company and some of them have been water-logged due partly
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to percolation from the cane areas of the Company and partly to
the extremely flat nature of the depression, which in its lower portion,
has been bunded vp by the villagers.

(b) Most of the roads approaching the vxllage are rendered mpassable
at the points where they cross depression or nallas,

(¢) Yes.

"(d) Yes.

{¢), (f) and (g) Various applications have been recelved by the
Collector of Ahmednagar and the question of allowing remission on
water-logged fields is under consideration. As regards drainage of
these lands the matter as in all other similar cases is under consideration
and the necessary measures will be taken up in order of urgency and as
soon as funds become available,

Mr. N. E. NAVLE : Is it not necessary for Government to construct
at Jeast temporary roads to allow the people and the cattle to go to
Mouze Malwadgaon ¢

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : The honourable mem.ber
might refer to the taluka local board in the matter. It is their primary
duty. . .

+

SEARCHES UNDER SECTION 165 oF Crivixan Procepurk CobE BY
Povrice StaTioN OrricErs oF Kaira AND ARMEDABAD DISTRICTS,

A C.N. PATEL (Kalra Dmtnct) Wlll Govemment be pleased
10 state— e s

(a) the number of searches per each police station made under
section 165 of the Code of Criminal Procedure by the police station
officers of the Kaira and Ahmedabad districts during the year 1930;

(b) whether the record required by the said section was made and
forwarded to the proper magistrate m each case ; i

(¢) if not, the number of cases per each pohce statlon in which it was
not sent, and the reason therefor ;

(d) whether it has ever been brought to then: notice ‘that
the provisions of section 165 have not been universally carried out by
the police officers concerned ;

(¢) if so, whether they have taken or intend to take any dxsclphnary
action against the officers not complying with the same ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : (a) A list is placed on the
Council table.

(5) No. ‘

(c) The record was not sent to a magistrate except as regards

the searches conducted by the officers of Matar Police station, In other
cases the provisions of section 165 were overlooked through inadvertence,

(d) The matter has not previously been brought to notice.
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. (¢) A circular has been issued to the officers concerned to ensure
.compliance with the provisions of the section in future.

List,
- . . Y - -oIN
Name of Police Station s?a‘:c:: . Name of Police Station Esi:?(' l?elo
Kaira District Ahkmedabad District i

Kaira Town 42 * A’ Division 39
‘Nadiad Town . 51 * R’ Divigion 48
Nadiad Rural oo 12 *E’ Division B!
Mahudha . 78 Sherkotda 313
Chaklashi . 88 Madhavpura 68
Kapadvanj . 41 Nortlr Daskroi . 142
Thasra . 8 Prantij . 10
Dakor .. 21 Harsol . 10
Umreth . 5 Modasa 15
Anand . 85 Viramgam . 2h
Khambholaj . 40 Patdi . 4
Borsad . 25 Ashlali ot Nl
Virsad .. 30 Kujad Nl
Mehmedabad . 45 Sanand ] Nil
Anklav . 53 Detroj 4 Nl
Matar . N § | Ranpur . 30
Kathans - . 37 Dhandhuka . 116
) Gogho o Nl

Dholera .. 8

Dholka .. 25

Bavla - . 28

]

Total ..| w2 Total : 948

MaymraTDAR OF Borsap : Mg, M, M Snan. .

"M C. N PATEL (Kaira District): Will Government be pleased

fio state—

(a) whether Mr. Mohanlal M. Shah was appointed as Mamlatdar

of Borsad in supersession of the claims of other senior members
...In service ; if so, the reasons thergfor ;
(b) why was Mr. Shah transferred from Borsad ;

(c) whether it'is a fact that the various excesses were committed

by that officer as are alleged by Mr. Braﬂsford in his statement to

the press ;

(d) did Mr Brailsford communicate his i 1mpressmns of the doings

" of this officer to the Commissioner, Northern Division ? If s0, was an
enquiry made by the Commissioner into the truthfulness or otherwise
, of those allegations ? What was the result of those enquiries ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a) Mr. Shah was appointed to.

act as Mamlatdar of Borsad in a leave vacancy of 3 months and

18 days.

< In the Divisional list of candidates for Mamlat there were two officers
above Mr. Shah, but the latter was considered more smtable for this

particular post:

(b) Mr. Shah was transferred to Bulsar on administrative grounds.
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(c) and (d) Mr. Brailsford communicated his impressions to the
Commissioner who made an inquiry into the allegations. The charges
“were found to have been either grossly exaggerated or totally: false.
Nothing calling for disciplinary action was proved.

Porick AcrioN : MEpicaL Aip,

Me. C. N. PATEL (Kaira District): (¢) Will Government ‘be
pleased to state whether a circular or order was issued to medical officers
in the Kaira District not to entertain any cases of hurt or death caused
as a result of police action without a report in’ writing from a
Police Officer ? S

{6) Will Government be pleased to state whether the medical officer’
in-charge of the Umreth dispensary (Kaira District) refused to'do, the
post-mortem examination on the corpse of the man shot at Ode without
a report from the police ? : :

(¢} Is it a fact that after taking charge of the dead body the medical
officer wrote several times to the Police Sub-Inspector, Umreth,
to authorise him to hold the post-mortem but the police station officers
at Umreth did neither reply to the medical officer nor go to the
dispensary ? . '

(d) When was the corpse received by the medical officer at Umreth,
and when was it returned to the relations of the deceased ?

{e) Isit a fact (i) that the Medical Officer at Umreth demanded Rs. 15
as fees for holding post-mortem examination on the dead body, (ii) that
the amount was paid by the relations of the deceased, (i) that as the
Police Sub-Inspector, Umreth, did not turn up or authorise post-mortem
the medical officer returned the money and corpse after nearly 8 hours
from the arrival of the corpse, (iv) that the corpse had to be taken in a
cart at dead of night to Nadiad a distance of about 20 miles through
roads full of water and mud owing to monsoon, (v) that the medical
officer at Nadiad refused to take charge of the dead body, (i) that 2n:
application had to be made to the Resident Magistrate who directed
a post-mortem to be made. : ’

{(f) Do Government propose to take any action to prevent recurrence
of such events in future ? o

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : () No.

(b) The Medical Officer acted in accordance with the Civil Medical
Code, Chapter XXVII, Rule 2, which lays down that the Medical Officer
must obtain written authority from a police officer before he carries out
a post-mortem in medico-legal cases. .o

(¢) Please see the answer to clause (¢) (). The Medical Officer wrote
once to the Police Sub-Inspector, who was however away from head-
quarters, and was thus unable to reply in time, , ’

(@) It was received at 7 p.m. on the 30th August 1930, and
was returned at 12-45 a.m. on the morning of the 31st August 1930.

(¢) (1) to (sit) Messrs, C. N. Patel and Thakker put in & written
application to the Medical Officer, Umreth, asking him to perform the
post-mortem privately and offered him Rs. 15 as his fee. As the Civil
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Medical Code did not allow s private post-mortem to be done, the Medical
Officer returned the money immediately and obtained a receipt.

(i) The body was taken to Nadiad via Pansors, The journey is not
particularly difficult even in the monsoon. There is a cart-track from

“mreth to Pansora and from Pansora to Nadiad there is a metalled road.
Pansora is not on the direct route to Nadiad. It seems that the corpse
was taken by that route to excite the people of Pansora who had taken
part in the attack on the police at Ode.

(v} The Medical Officer, Nadiad, had no authority to take charge of
the body.

‘(vi) He carried out a post-mortem as directed by the Resident
Magistrate, Nadiad, in accordance with his powers under the Criminal
Procedure Code.

(f) Does not arise.

ApprrioNan Porice: Kaira DistricT.

Mr. C. N. PATEL (Kaira District): (a) Did any and, if so, which
Officer-in-charge of Police stations, Kaira district, complain in 1930 or
prior to that that the police force at their disposal was inadequate and
that additional police should be given to them ¢

(b) When was the entertainment of additional police in Kaira district
in 1930 decided upon ?

(¢) Why was the additional Police not recruited from Kaira district ?

(d) What is the strength of the additional police employed in the Kaira
district after March 19307 Where was the police force recruited from ?

(¢) Have any and, if so, how many members of this additional police
force been suspended or dismissed or made to resign till now and for
what reason?

(f) Is it a fact that several members of this additional police force have
been guilty of rowdyism, affrays, assaults, thefts, walking away after
purchasing goods without paying for them, ete. 2 If so, how many cases
of offences by members of the additional police force have been reported
to the Officers, and how many men have hbeen dealt with and
punished ¢ - )

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (a) Not only officers in charge
of Police stations but all the higher local officers have for a number of
years past pressed for an increase of the police force in Kaira district.
Government do not consider the value of collecting detailed information
on this point worth the time and trouble it would take to collect it.

(b) It was decided in the spring of 1930 to make a temporary addition
to the police force not only in  this District but in other parts of the
Presidency.

(¢) Owing to the heavy pressure of work in certain districts, of which
Kaira was one, it was dectded to recruit and train the additional police
only in those districts in which District Superintendents of Police could
devote the necessary time for the purpose. The first contingent were
recruited in May, 650 in number, and the second contingent of 1,450 men
were recruited in July and trained for the most part in Poona as a special
battahon ;
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(d) One Headquarters Sub-Inspector, 40 Head Constables and
. 210 Constables, drawn from the specxal battalion. Three Sub-Inspectoxs
were subsequently added.
(¢) There were no suspensions, dismissals or compulsory reslanatmns
Two men were however discharged. '
(f) The answer to the first part of this question is in the negatlve The
second question does not arise,

Firing AT CHIRNER. -

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District): {¢) Will Government be
pleased to state whether they received the telegrams from the citizens
of Panvel, the Bar Association; the Municipality of Panvel, and
the Merchants’ Association and Taluka Local Boards of Panvel, that a
committee of officials and non-officials presided over by a ]udlclal officer
should be appointed to enquire into the firing at Chlrner m Panvel
Taluka on the 25th September 1930 %

(b) If s0, has such an enquiry been held ?

(c) If not, what are the reasons therefor ? .

(d) Is it a fact that the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Kolaba N, D,,
received an application from some citizens of Panvel that there
were several witnesses ready to make statements before him, and that
he closed the investigation abruptly without assigning any reason for
not recording the depositions of witnesses ?

{€) If so, what were his reasons for so doing ?

(f) Are Government aware that the Sarvajanik Sabha of . Poona
appointed a committee to enquire into the incident at Chirner and that
the members of the said committee were prohibited from vmmng Panvel
taluka and Uran Petha by the Sub-Divisional Magistrate by issue of an
order under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code ? :

(g) What were the reasons for the issue of the order ?

(k) Is it a fact that some of the persons who made statements before
the committee were immediately arrested on their return to the village
and, if 50, what was the number of such persons and what were the reasons
for their arrest ? '

The Honourable Mr, G, A. THOMAS: (a) Yes, The Panvel Mumcl-
pality and the Panvel Bar Association suggested the appointment of a
committee of non-officials presided over by a Judicial Officer, while the
Panvel Merchants’ Association, the Citizens of Panvel and the Panvel
Taluka Local Board recommended the appointment of a Committee of
non-officials only.

(b) No.

(c) Government considered that such an enquiry would interfere with
and prejudice the police investigation 1nto the offences arising out of the
Chirner riots. :

(d) and () An application signed by five citizens of Panvel was
presented to the Sub-Divisional Magistrate. At that time he had

already completed his enquiry after extending it by two days beyond the
prescribed date for presentation of witnesses, and all the points had been
sufficiently elucidated. He therefore informed the gentleman who
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presented the petition that there was no need to examine any
more witnesses,

(f) Yes.

. (9) The order was issued as the proposed enquiry was “ likely to cause
obstruction or annoyance or risk of obstruction or annoyance to the
Deputy Superintendent of Police and his staff lawfully employed
in holding investigation under the Criminal Procedure Code into
the cognisable crimes of rioting and murder, etc., alleged to have been
committed in the course of the same series of events of which the
unofficial committee intends to hold the enquiry.”

(h) Government do not know the names of the persons who made state-
ments before the non-official committee. It is not, therefore, possible
to say whether any such persons were arrested. Arrests were made in
the regular course of investigation.

* . Mr. N. N. PATIL: Do the Government mean to say that they were
giving no attention to the proceedings of this non-official enquiry
committee ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Yes.

-Mr. N. N. PATIL: Is it not a fact that Messrs. Dhanaji Joma Patil
and Gajanan Balu Chirlekar who made statements before this non-official
committee were arrested immediately on their return to the village ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : T do not know on what dates.
.they were arrested. If the honourable member gives notice, I will find

it out. ,
Mr, L. R. GOKHALE : Has not Government noticed the names of
the witnesses appearing before the committee in the newspapers ?
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : What newspapers ?
Mr. L. R. GOKHALE : The local newspapers.

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Will the honourable member
give the names and the dates of the issues ?

Mr. L. R. GOKHALE: The Dnyanprakash and the Kesars
among others. .

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : And the dates.
Mr.L.R. GOKHALE : About the time when the enquiry was going on.
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Iam afraid that is not sufficient.

InvusrriaL Hice ScHOOLS, ALIBAG.

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District): (¢) Has the Honourable
the Minister of Education received an application for a special grant-in-
aid from the Managers of the Konkan Education Society’s Industrial
High School, Alibag ?

(b) Is it & fact that the institution is a pioneer institution which has.
included at least one vocational subject in the school curriculum %
. {¢) Is it the only institution of its kind in the Presidency ?
(@) Is it a fact that His Excellency the Governor of Bombay praised
the Managers for giving this new desired turn to education in the
Presidency ¢ S
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{e) Is it a fact that Government have laid down conditions for its
recognition by limiting the number to two hundred and not allowing.
any students to join in the 6th and 7th standards ?

(f) Have the Managers complained that these conditions are provmg
an obstacle to the progress of the institution ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD: (4) A copy: of
the application made to the Director of Public Instruction for a special.
grant; -in-aid for the High School Section and for removing certain.
restrictions was forwarded to the Honourable Minister of Eduecation.
Owing to financial stringency, no such grant could be -sanctioned.
The industrial section of the school has, however, been receiving a grant
since the year 1926-27. The amount of the grant for the year 1930-31
was Rs. 2,049.

(b) Government are unaware whether this is & pioneer mstltutlon .
vocational training.

{¢) No.

(d) His Excellency the Governor congratulated the Managers on then'
desire to introduce an industrial bias in the schools under their charge.

(€) and (f) A limit of 200 pupils was at first imposed. On receipt
of a further representation from the Management, the limit of pupils
has been raised from 200 to 250. The Management have also been.
permitted to admit boys coming from the Society’s schools in the district
to standards VI and VII, subject to the condition that the limit of
250 pupils is not exceeded.

Mr. N. N. PATIL : May I know how many institutions of this kind:
there were in the Presidency before 1923 ¢

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : I do not know
about 1923, but there are more now.

Koxgan Coast Ramway ScHEME.

Mr. N. N. PATIL (Kolaba District): (¢) What has prevented |
the Konkan Coast Railway Scheme from being completed ? e

(b) When will the scheme be taken in hand ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : {a) and (b} The Diva-Dasgaon.
Railway project may be regarded as the initial step of a possible line of
railway extending along the Western Coast of India and eventually
connecting with the South Indian Railway in its extension northwards.
from Mangalore. As regards the construction of the Diva-Dasgaon
Railway, the Railway Board asked for a guarantee, whereupon “this.
Government represented that the prospects of the line were likely to be
favourable, as indicated by the estimates made by the late Special Officer,
Railway Projects, who investigated the project, and requested the
Railway Board to reconsider the question of a guarantee. The Railway'
Board however do not consider the project as likely to be remunerative
and in view of the existing financial stringency and.the fact that
precedence must be given to schemes of greater importance, there is
hardly any prospect of this project materialising in the near future.
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Y ParEax MoXEY-LENDERS, KoLaBa DisTRICT.

Mr. N. N, PATIL (Kolaba District): (a) Has the attention of
Government been drawn to the merciless manner in which the Pathan
Sawkars carry on the money-lending business in the Kolaba District ?

(b) Are they aware that criminal complaints were filed in the course
of the last year against some of them ?
{¢) What steps are Government taking in the matter ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (¢) Government are aware
that Pathans carry on money-lending business at exorbitant rates of
interest in Kolaba District.

" (b) No complaints were filed in 1930. In 1929 three Pathan money-
lenders were dealt with under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code.

(c) A copy of a Circular recently issued by Government for the guidance
of Local Officers is placed on the Council Table.

B

Pathan Money-lenders.

Instructions about taking steps to
Jprevent oppression by —.

GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY.
" Hoxz bir@rmm.
Circular No. 6076/2.

Bombay Caatle, 30th April 1931,

The attention of all District Magistrates and the Commissioner of Police, Bomkay,
i3 invited to paragraph 284* of the Report of the Bombay Provincial Banking Enquiry
Committee, 1929-30, where it is suggested that action should be taken against Pathan
money-lenders under section 3 of the Foreigners Act (I1T of 1864) in places where com.
plaints about oppression by them are common and no proceedings can be taken against
them under the ordinary law.

2. 'The Governor in Council is pleased to direct that all District Magistrates and
the Commissioner of Police should pay careful and particular attention to the operations
of Pathan money-lenders. -

When cases of bratality or intimidation can be proved against them the prosecution
should be instructed to press for the infliction of severe and deterrent sentences and
the police should not hesitate to take action under Chapter VIII of the Criminal Procedure
Code in suitable cases. :

1t should however be borne in mind that complaints against Pathans are sometimes
the result of communal hostility or business rivalry.

The Governor in Council is not inclined to make use of the Foreigners Act against
Pathans who are liable to externment except in aggravated cases and then ouly after
the Pathans have actually been convicted of an offence or ordered to give security under
Chapter VIII of the Criminal Procedure Code.

By order of the Governorin Council,

G. F. 8, COLLINS,

Seclretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department.

* Copy enclosed.
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To .

The Commissioner ia Sind, .

All Divisional Commissioners,

The Chief Presidency Magistrate, Bombay,

The Inspector General of Police, Bombay Presidency,
All Deputy Inspectors General of Police,

The Commissioner of Police, Bombay,

All District Magistrates,

All District Superintendents of Police,

The Political Department,

The Finance Department.

Copy of paragraph 284 of the Report of the Bombay Provincial Banking
Enquiry Committee, 1929-30, S

284, Pathan Money-lenders.—The question of the Pathan money-lenders formed part
of the subject-matter of the enquiry entrusted to us. The Bombay Riots Committee
of 1929 also called attention to it as a subject deserving special consideration and
suggested that we should investigate the question. In most of the districts which we
visited, we received evidence about the alarming manner in which the Pathans carried-
on money-lending business. We also collected information from various district magis-
trates and the Commissioner of Police in Bombay to ascertain the extent of business
carried on by these people, the terms on which they advanced loans and the methods
adopted for recovery. It appears from the information received by us that except in
Kanara and in parts of Sind, the Pathan is to be found in small or large numbers in
all the parts of the Province. In Sind he sells articles on credit and does actual money-
lending business. The Pathan’s business is confined more to particular classes of people
than to particular tracts. Nevertheless, it can be said that industrial towns, where
there are large classes of indigent people, backward tracts and famine zones constitute
their sphere of operations. Poor wage earners such as factory workers, menial servants,
peons, low-paid cterks, aboriginal tribes, depressed and backward classes form their
usual clientele. Bometimes men in a better position such as railway servants receiving
good ealaries, also invoke their assistance. Except in & few tracts such as Shahpur
in Thana district and parts of Gujarat where cultivators belong to Kaliparaj classes,
the agriculturists as a class do not resort to these Pathan money-lenders,

The Pathans advance any amount from Re. 1 to Ra. 500 but their usual limits are
from Rs. 5 to Rs. 50. The rates of interest are very high, two annas per rupee
per month being very common, while in some cases the rate rises even to 360 per cent.
Default in payment leads to levy of penal interest. The period of repayment varies
from one week to three years, but most of the loans are for short periods ranging from
one week to three months. Promissory notes and signatures or thumb impressions
in khata books are the most common forms of acknowledgment obtained from the debtora.

Recoveries are made regularly and punctually. In cases of default the Pathan uses
force to make recovery. He seldom resorts to law courts as abuse, threat, intimidation,
obstruction, violence and even other questionable means of recovery answer the purpose
equally well, probably better, so far as he is concerned. Even when criminal force is
used against the debtors, the poorer classes of population are so much terrorised that
complaints against the Pathans for the use of force are seldom filed. We are informed
that thres Pathans were bound over under Chapter VIII of the Criminal Procedure
Code in the Kolaba district and that two complaints were received in another district
in which the accused were convicted and sentenced, The capital invested by the Pathans
in this province ranges according to the estimates furnished to us from Rs, 4,000
il;lh Ra;nagiri and Bijapur to Rs. 1,00,000 or Rs, 1,50,000 in Ahmednagar and East

{handesh,

In considering the question of money-lending by the Pathane, one has to remember
that they deal with classes of people who have practically no eredit and to whom even
the village money-lender refuses to make any advances. The sums advanced by the
Pathan are ususlly very small in amount and given for temporary accommodation.
The lender runs a great risk of losing his money and has naturally to charge a higher
rate of interest than that prevailing in the tract, It is, however, not so much to the
high rates of interest, and these are undoubtedly exorbitant, that the objection against
the system of money-lending by the Pathan lies. 1t is the means and methods that he
uses for the recovery of his dues that are ohjectionable.  Assaults, insults to debtors,
both men and women, intimidation and wrongful restraint are some of the measures
adopted. Actual cases of violence may not be many, but the methods employed are
such a8 to keep the borrewer in perpetual fear of being victimised. Should wrongful
methods of recovery be resorted to by the Pathans, the best course would be to prosecute
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them. This, if possible, would be certainly one way of checking tbe evil, but the people
who deal with him are so ignorsut and are so terror-stricken that they scarcely dare
filo » complaint against them. The result of the acticn recently taken in Kolaba is
reported to be ver{ salutary. Some of the Pathans are reported to have closed down
their business in the district after proceedings were taken against the three Pathans,
Wae think that it is very necessary for district authorities to watch the conduct of the
Pathsns engaged in money-lending, especially in tracts where the population is back-
-ward, and take, whenever necessary, the initiative in prosecuting the Pathaus where
they are found harrassing the people. It would be too much to expect the oppressed
to come forward to file complaints of their own accord. Even when Government take
the initiative, evidence may not be forthcoming against the Pathans owing to the fear
engendered in the minds of the injured parties, We suggest, therefore, that where
complainta about oppression by Pathans are common and no proceedings can be taken
a%ainst them under the ordinary law, Government should take action under section 3
of the Foreigners’ Act® or under some special legislation and deport such money-lending
Pathans ss are found to be menace to society. A few such cases of deportation will
have a very wholesome effect in curbing the evil.

“#India Act III of 1864,

Brusaways Rior PRISONERS,

v Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL AZIZ (District West Khandesh): Will
* Government be pleased to state— '

(s) whether they are aware that a riot took place in the year 1923
at Bhusawal, District East Khandesh, in which an unknown man was
.done to death by a mob taking him to be a kidnapper of children ;

. - {&) how many persons were convicted in that riot case and how
-many of them are at present in jail ;

" (#1) what are their names and for what period was each of
‘them sentenced to undergo imprisonment ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (2) Yes.
(%) Seven persons were convicted in the case, five of whom are still
in jail, :
(]iii) The names of the convicts are :—
- (1) Chandrya Manaji.
(2) Vedu Barku.
" (3) Hirya Bansi,
. '(4) Usman Amir.
- (b) Vajir Mardan.
(6) Mahadu Kisan.
. (7) Onkar Pandu.
“They were sentenced on the 24th August 1923 to transportation for life
under sections 302149 of the Indian Penal Code and two years’ rigorous
‘imprisonment, under section 147 of the Code, sentences o run
concurrently. The sentences of Mahadu Kisan and Onkar Pandu were
.commuted by Government to 5 years’ and 2 years’ rigorous imprison-
ment, respectively. .

G.IP. Rariway : Warmixe Rooy, Maxumap.

Mr. SHATKH ABDUL AZIZ (Central Division) : Will Government
‘be pleased to state— .
(a) whether there are two waiting rooms for Second Class
 passengers at Manmad on the G.LP. Railway, one for Europeans and
the other for Indians;
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(b) whether the arrangements in these two waiting rooms regarding
Benches, Privies, Lights, etc., are equal ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a) and (b) Govemment have
no information and a question of this nature should properly
be addressed to the Government of India in the Legislative Assembly.
1f however the Honourable Member desires to bring any local grievance
in connection with the Great Indian Peninsula Railway to the notice of
the Administration, it is suggested that he should communicate with the
representative of the Legislative Council on. the Local Advisory
Comnmittee of the Railway.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL AZIZ : Cannot Government glve the mfomm
tion whether it is & fact or not ? -

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSOX : We have no means of gettmg
the information from the railway. They are not subordinate to us,
and there is no reason why they should answer our questions. We have
no staff which goes about inspecting the local railway stations. I am
afraid I cannot promise to collect information of that kind. 'The
konourable member can get it perfectly well from our representatlve
on the local advxsory committee.

MoTor AccIpENTS AT KaraCHI.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District) : Will Govemment
be pleased to state—
(a) the number of motor accidents at Karachi during each of the
years 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929 and 1930 (July ending);
(b) whether any action has been taken to reduce the number of such
accidents;
(¢) if 50, what action has been taken ?
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (a), (b) and (c) The attentlon
of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given tothe question
of Mr. Haji Mir Mahomed Balock during the current Sessions.* ‘

AccoxyopaTION 1N MAGISTERIAL COURTS IN SIND ‘ '

Mr. SHATKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi Distriet) ; Wﬂl Govemment
be pleased to state—
(a) whether they are aware that there are mo wamnu rooms
in various magisterial courts in Sind for litigants and witnesses ; ;.
(b) whether they propose to make enquirtes in the matter ?

.The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS: (a) and (b) From enquiries
made it has been ascertained that a large number of courts in Sind have
been provided with waiting rooms for litigants and witnesses, In those
courts where there are no waiting rooms, the witnesses and litigants
accommodate themselves on verandahs,

Mr, SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hor'lour-a.ble the Home

‘\Iamber name three places outside district towns where waiting rooms
have been provided ?

* Printed in to-day’s Debates.



210 Questions and Answers [;22 Jery 1931
_ The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS : I must have notice.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Is it not a fact that for want of
waiting rooms the litigants sit on the verandah, obstruct the passage
and create noise ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I have no personal Vexperience
of that ; I cannot say.

Muzra ScrooLs 1§ SiNp : GRANTS.

- Mr. SHATKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District) : Will Government
be pleased to state—

(a) whether they are aware that the annual grants sanctioned by
them for the Mulla schools in Sind are not sufficient to meet the needs
of those schools ; '

(b) the amounts ox grants sanctioned for Hyderabad, Sukkur and
Larkana divisions, respectively, for each of the years 1927-28, 1928-29
and 1929-30 ; ‘ )

(¢) whether they are aware that some Mulla schools which are
imparting education in accordance with the Primary Education Code
are not receiving the grants they are entitled to under the Grant-in-aid
Code ; if 80, the reasons therefor;

. {d) whether previous intimation with ressons is given to the Mulla
schools whenever any reduction is made in their annual grants;

;. (¢) if not, the reasons therefor ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (a) Yes; however
owing to acute financiel stringency Government are unable to incur
increased expenditure in this behalf.

" (b) The accompanying statement gives the requisite information.

(c) Neither the rules in the Grant-in-aid Code nor the Primary
Education Rules are applied to Mulla schools. The grants paid to these
schools are in accordance with the provisions of the Mulla Code, a copy
of which is placed on the Council Table, If any Mulla schools teach
according to the Primary curriculum, such schools are paid additional
grant admissible to them in accordance with Rule 8 of the Rules attached
to the Mulla Code. Usually full grants due are paid to these schools.
In some districts, however, where a deficit is anticipated in the sanctioned
allotment for the district proportionately less grants are paid to new
schools and to those schools which have earned more grant than that
earned during the previous year.® * A

() No.

(¢) Mulla schools-'do mot get a fixed grant. Grants in their case
are assessed (on a capitation basis) on the results of the annual examina-
tion held by the Inspecting Officers. Thus, the question of giving the
Mullas previous intimation in respect of any reduction in their grants
does not arise. : o
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Statement, - S
Grants sanctioned for Mulla schools
during the years :
Division ; T
' 1927.28 1928.29 1920.30
- . ¢
Rs. Rs. ﬁs.
Hyderabad .- . . 67,674 67,674 70,088
Sukker .. . . . sL401 51,401 57,837
Larkana .. - . . . 38,707 38,707 45,175
Total . | 1,57,682 | 1,567,682 | 173,100

MULLA CODE (1922).
Curriculum.
Infant Class—Rs. 4 per boy.

1. Reading the Infant Primer.
2. Writing easy words.
3. Arithmetic—Counting and writing numbers up to 100.

Standard I—Rs. 6 per boy.

1. Reading the first book.
2. Writing short sentences from the Reader.

3. Arithmetic—Numeration and Notation up to 1,000, Khoras up to 6 X 10. Sxmple
mental arithmetic based on the Khoras,

Stendard II—Rs. 8 per boy.

1. Reading the Second Book
2. Writing to dictation from the Reader (a written copy book ta_be shown)

3. Arithmetic—Numeration and Notation up to 10,000. Addition and subtraction
of numbers less than 1,000.  Khorasup to 12 X 10. Simple mental anthmetxc Multi-
plications and divisions by numbere not exceeding 10.

Standard 111--Rs. 10 per boy.

1. Reading the Third Book.

2. Writing to dictation from the Reader. Copyiné a simple letter (a written copy
book to be shown).

3. Arithmetic—Numeration and Notation up to one lakh, Four Compound Raules.
Indian Money Table and Table of weight, Simple mental arithmetic.

4. Genersl Geography of Sind with detailed knowledge of the District,
Standard 1V—Rs. 12 per boy.

1. Reading the Fourth Book, .

2, Writing dictation, writing a simple letter (a written copy book to be shown)

3. Arithmetic—Higher compound rules. Table of length and measurement. “Simple
mental arithmetic and interest by the Native Methods.

4. More advanced Geography of Sind.

Notes.—1. Mullas should be encouraged to use patis rather thany slates.
2. Mullas ehould be instructed in the use of mental arithmetic as pxeh-
mmary to written work.
3. Nur Nama may be taught to girlsin standard 1 when they are capable
' of understanding it.
wo Hb 463
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’ ‘ . RoLxs.

1. The mszimnm grant will only be given if the pupil satisfies the inspecting officer
in sll subjecta.

2. Agrant will not be paid for the ssme pupil more than once under the same standard.

3. The grants paid for girls will be double those paid for boys.

4. For each bona fide student sent by the Mulla to a Local Board School, double the
maximum grant per boy for the standard in which he joins the Local Board School will
be allpwed for the first year. For every succeeding year in which the boy continues to
attend the Local Board School regularly, half the maximum grant for boy for thestandard
in which he may be studying in the Local Board School will be allowed.

5. A grant not exceeding Re. 1 per mensem may be allowed if the attendance
is recorded regularly and correctly and if the returns called for by the Department are
duly submitted. '

~6,- Mullas will be allowed to teach standard IV and above with special sanction of the
Deputy Educational Inspector provided they are competent to do so.

7. - Mulla schools teaching up to standard 1V and above like a Tocal Board School
aceording to Schedule H, will be classed ** Advanced * and others ** Ordinary ™.

8. Maximum grant per boy studying in advanced school will be Rs. 2 more than the
rate fixed for that standard in ordinary schools, Grant for girls will be double that for

boys.
* Deccan AcricurTuriSTS RELIEF Act: OPERATION IN SIND,

Mr. SHATIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi District) : Will Government
be pleased to state with reference to the statement made in the *“ Report
of the Administration of Criminal and Civil Justice in the Province of
Sind, 1929 ” that “ certain sections of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief
Act, however, are not working satisfactorily, and some amendments in
‘the Act appear to be desirable ™ :— A

{a) which sections of the above Act are not working satisfactorily,
(b) the reasons why they do not work satisfactorily ;
{c) the nature of amendments suggested in the above Report; .
(d) whether, and, if so, when, the suggested legislation will be
undertaken;
(¢) whether, and, if so, when, the whole Deccan Agriculturists’
. Relief Act will be applied to the Province of Sind ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (a) The Judicial Commissioner
of Sind recommended in 1929 that section 22 of the Act should be
" repealed, as it was not working satisfactorily.

- (b) It has been noticed that dishonest debtors try to take advantage
of this section by pleading that they have acquired the status of an
agriculturist after decrees have been passed against them,

(¢} No amendments have been suggested in the Report.

(d) and (e) The consideration of the repeal, amendment or extension
of the Deccan Agriculturists’ Relief Act has been postponed pending
the examination of the recommendations made on the subject by the
Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee. *

Centrar Jar, HYDERABAD : PRISONERS” WEIGHT.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID : (¢) Will Government be pleased to
state the total number of prisoners in the Hyderabad Central Jail during
the year 1930 ¢ ' .
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(b) How many prisoners have been reduced in weight in that gall
-during the last year ?

(c) How many of them have been reduced in weight by 10 lbs

(d) What is the name of the jailor !

(¢) For what period has he remained as jailor in Hyderabad Jail ¢

(f) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the complaints
published in certain Sindi Newspapers that the diet given to the prisohers *
is of very inférior quality ¢ o

“The Honourable Mr. G. A THO\IAS (a) 3, 128
(b) 1,246,
(c) 122,
(d) There were two jailors during the period—
(1) Mr. Keshavlal Hiralal,
(2) Mr, Lilarpm Lachlram , .
(¢} The former from the 8th December 1923 to the 10th Apnl 1930
and the latter from the 11th April 1930 to the 17th March 1931, |
(f) Yes, but the allegations were found to be untrue. '

Laxp REvENUE, Sixp : RECOVERIES.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi): Will Govemment be
“-pleased to state—

() how many warrants for the forfeiture of property were issued
against the zamindars in each of the districts of Sind for fallmg to pay
land revenue assessment ;

(b) the total amount of arrears for which the warrants were
executed ;

(c) the "total amount recovered under the followmg heads :—
(1) in cash, () in kind, (#4¢) by auction or sale of 1m.moveable
property ? :

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : Government have been iniormed
that the honourable member requires the information for the years 1927
and 1930, His attention is invited to Appendix III to the Land Revenue
Administration Report for Sind for the year 1927-28, a copy . of which
will be found in the Council Library. This contains all the information
that is available and Government do not consider it necessary to incur
the trouble of collecting further details. Similar information for 1930-31
will be published in due course in Appendix III to the report for that
year.

Miturao CaNaL: WATER SUPPLY.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachi): (a) Will Government be
pleased to state since what year the administration of the Mithrao
‘Canal has been entrusted to the Executive Engineer of the Barrage
Remodelling Division, Mirpurkhas ?

(b) s it a fact that before the control of the canal was entrusted to the
above officer, the system of supplying water by rotation was not
applicable to the Churkhi cultivators depending on the Karias receiving
water from the Mithrao Canal ?

) Hb 46—3a
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(c) Is it a fact that before the appointment of the above officer, the
rotation was fixed for Moki cultivation only when there was extreme
scarcity of water ¢

(d) Is it a fact that last year when water at Bukkur was 13 feet, the
above officer permitted the flow of water into the Karias watering the
land from mile 72 to 78 for two days only a fortnight ¢

{e) Is it a fact that the above Karias are six to seven miles in
length

(f) Isit a fact that several zamindars of Tando Jan Mahomed affected
by his orders sent petitions and telegrams to the above Officer without
receiving any reply from him ?

() Is it a fact that several zamindars interviewed the above Officer
at Mirpurkhas in July 1930 and made an appointment with him to
meet him at the spot ? ‘

(k) Is it a fact that the zamindars reached the spot after riding or
walking seventeen miles and waited there in the scorching heat for several
hours but the Officer in question did not turn up and when several
telegrams were sent to him he rephed that his motor had been injured
and he could not come ?

(¢) Isit a fact that the zamindars wanted to send one more telegram
to him when the Telegraph Master told them that the Engineer had
forbidden him to accept any other telegrams ? :

(7) Will Government state what’orders were issued by the Superin-
tending Engineer in the matter-of rotation in the above case ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAI\' {a) Since April 1930.

(d) No.

{c) No.

{d) No. Bukkur attained a reading of 13 feet on the 3rd July 1930
end by the 18th idem the karias between miles 72 to 78 got their full
discharge for five days and one-fourth their full discharge for four days.

{¢) No. . Only one or two karias in this length are six to seven miles
long

(f) No. Some telegrams were received from Mirs Ditalkhan and
Kadirbux and they were all answered. ,

(g) No appointments were made. The Executive Engineer only-
informed them of his tour programme in that tract.

() It is not known whether any zamindars travelled long distances
to meet the Executive Engineer. The Executive Engineer wired to the
Sub-divisional Officer concerned informing of his inability to keep to his
tour programme due to a serious break-down of his Car.

.(§) No. The telegraphic station concerned, viz., Tando Jan Mahomed
being outside the Executive Engineer’a jurisdiction is not. under his
control.

(5) Orders issued in the matter by the Superintending Engineer were
to the effect that all outlets should be given water in rotation according
to their designed discharges and according to the water available in the
Canal. - :
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CANAL ASSISTANT, SINGHORU : TRANSFER.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karachl District) : (a) Will Govern-
ment be pleased to state whether it is the policy of Government not to
allow any official to hold his post for a long time in one place ?

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Parsram, Canal Assistant, Singhoro, Dlstnct
Thar Parkar, and his munshi Ashiram, end Mr. Godumal Abdar have
held their posts within Singhoro limits for more than fifteen years ? .

The Honourable Sir GHULAM. HUSSAIN : (2) No definite policy
has been laild down by Government in the matter. Transfers of
officers are, however, ordered when publie necesmty ovemdes other
considerations.

~(b) Only in the case of Mr. Godumal Abdar

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : Is it not the adxmmstratlve pohcy
of Government to transfer an officer after three years ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : There is no such rule.

Khan Bahadur M. A, KHUHRO: What is the reason for keepmv
Mr. Godumal in one place for 15 years ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : He must be 'a_usehll
officer. l

'

ZaMINDARI ASSOCIATIONS, SIND : GRIEVANCES.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID (Karac]u Dlstnct) will Govermnent
be pleased to state—

(o) whether they have received recently any representations from
the Zemindari Associations in Sind regarding the redress of their
grievances ;

(b) the names of theAssoclatlons or public meetings who may have
submitted such representations ;

() which of their grievances have been redressed by Government ? ?

The Honourable Mr. W.F. HUDSON : (a) and (b) Yes. The names
will be found in the attached list.

(c) Government have granted, as a special case, a remission of two
annas in the rupee of land revenue, in respect to ‘both kharif and rabi
crops, in all the talukas in Sind in which revision settlements have been
introduced in and since the revenue year 1917-18 and also in talukas,
which though they were resettled before 1917-18, had been seriously
affected by calamities, especially the floods of the last few years. As
regards other gnevances no action was considered necessary,

List showing the names of the Associations or public meetings in Sind from whom
representalions were received. .

(1) Sind Baluchs‘ Association.
{2) Zamindars of the Nawabshah District,
(3) Musealmans of Larkana. ‘
{4) Anjumen of Zamindars of the Tail of Mussoowah Taluka Mltpur Mathelo.
(5) Nawabshah District Muslim Assocmtlon
(6} Sind Muslim Conference.
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{7) Zsmindars of Shikarpur Taluka.
(8) Zamindars of Badin Taluks.
"(9) Sinjhoro Taluks Zamindars’ Aseociation.
(10) Zsmindars meeting, Shahdadpur.
(11) Zamindars of Upper Sind Frontier District.
(12) Zamindars of Tando Bago.
{13) Zamindars of Larkana District.®
(14) Zamindare’ Association, Moro Taluka.
{13) Nawabshah Division Zamindars’ Association.
_ (16) Karachi District Zamindars’ and Jagirdars’ Association.
(17) The Muslim Zamindars’ Association, Thar Parkar,

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSONX : The answer is as printed except
with regard to (). Honourable members are aware that since the
answer to this question has been printed, Government have given much
larger remissions than is found in the answer.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Have Government considered
the advisability of postponing the recovery of land revenue arrears ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSOXN : Government are taking that
info consideration every day.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: Have they arrived at any
decision ¢ )

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The Collectors have been

asked to give concessions in cases where they are absolutely necessary
and the local officers are well aware of it.

Drixgixg WATER : JaMBUsar axp Vacra TaLugas.

Mr. M. J. SINDA (Broach District): (a) Are Government aware
that very great difficulty and hardship is felt by the people of the western
parts of the two talukas of Jambusar and Vagra in the District of
Broach for want of drinking water ?

(b) If so, what steps do Government propose to take to mitigate the
hardship ?

' The Honourable Sudar Sir RUSTOM J. VAKIL: (a) Yes.

(b) Government placed thé following grants at the disposal of
the District Local Board, Broach, to mitigate the hardship by deepening
the tanks and constructing new wells :—

-

Year. - Ré.
1927-28 . . ... 15,000
1928-29 . .. 8500
1929-30 .. .. .. 11,376
1930-31 .. . .. 10,000

Javprsar-Sarop Roap.

Me. M. J. SINDA (Broach District): Are Government aware—
(a) that the Broach District Local Board has constructed a katcha
road between Sarod and Jambusar Town;
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(b) that this road affords communication for eight villages of the
Jambusar Taluka and also a section of the Borsad Taluka ;

(¢) that the people experience great hardship when this katcha
road is broken up in rainy season ?

The Honourable Sirdar Sir RUSTOM J, VAKIL: (a) Yes. Itis only
a fair weather road. !

(b) Yes.
(c) Yes.

C1vi DisoBEDIENCE MoveMENT, GUIARAT: Bovcorr oF VETHIAS.

Dr. P. G. SOLANKI: (a) "Are Government aware of the fact that
the Non-co-operation and Civil Disobedience movement is at its highest
pitch in Kaira and Surat Districts in Gujarat ?

" (b) Are Government aware of the fact that the Vethias and inferior
village servants who have not joined this movement in Gujarat have
been harassed, persecuted and socially boycotted by the whole village
population ?

{¢) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the aﬂirmatwe what action
have Government taken in the matter ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A, THOMAS : (a) Such wag the case durmg
the existence of that movement.

(b) They were, in common with other Government servants, subjected
to such treatment by the Congress and its sympathisers,

{c) The local officers were directed to do all that was possible to afford
them relief. This was done partly by the use of the Prevention of Inti-
midation Ordinance, 1930 (V of 1930), and partly by the adoption
of special measures. In Kaira District, where the persecution of these
inferior village servants was not nearly as severe as in Surat District, |
revenue and police officers paid special visits to villages where instances
of such harassment were reported and in many cases the offending persons
were prosecuted. In Surat District the following special measures were
adopted :—

(i) Vethias and inferior village servants were encouraged to make
use of the special shops which were opened for subordinate Government
officers for the purchase of grain and other articles, and in some cases
their debts to the shops were remitted.

(1#) Cash advances were made to them to purchase such articles. '
(¢1) Rewards were given to them for good work,
(1) The police were asked to give them special protection.

TraiviNg CoLLEGES : DEPRESSED CLASSES STUDENTS.

Dr. P. G. SOLANKI: Will Government be pleased to state the
number of males and females of the Depressed Classes studying in the
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various male and female Training Colleges in the Bombay Presidency
atpresent? -~ -,

The Honowable MOULVI RA¥IUDDIN AHMAD: The accom-
panying statements A and B furnish the requisite information.
A,

. Statement showing the number of Depressed Class studenis al present in Government
Tmmmg I mtdulmna for Men and Women inthe Presidency.

Training Inalitulicma Jor Men.

. Number of Depressed Class
stadentain

Name of the Training Institation

v : Y year | II year | Total -

Bombay Division
1. Government Training School at Bhiwandi . 1 . 1
Central Division,
2. Training College for Men, Poona .. o 15 3 18,
3. Training College for Men, Dhulia .. .. 6 S 8

. 4 Rural Training School, Narayangaon

5, Ur.du Training School, Poona ..
Northern Division.

6. P.R.Trainiog College, Ahmedsbad.. — .| 2 2

9. Urdu Training School, Ahmedabad. .

Soudhern Division.

8. Government Training School, Dharwar - 1 . 1
Sind, !

9. Training College for Men, Hyderabad

Total .. 25 i 3 28
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Training Institutions for Women,

Number of Depressed Class
students in
Name of the Training Institution
Junior Senior | Second
1 year I year year T"ta}g
Central Division, .
l. Training College for Women, Poona. . " T2 * 2
2, {Urdu Training School for Women, : -
Poona .. e . - . t . .
Northern Division.
3. Mahalaxmi’ Trammg College for . | SR
Women, Ahmedaba e L B
!
Southern Division. 4 : *
4, tTraining  College for Women,) . ' '
Dharwar . e . e ‘ 1 e
Sind.
5. Training College for ‘Womet‘;, : 1
Hyderabad . o] L IR B
. b } ) -y
Total .| .. | 2 . ! S 2

* There is no Second Year class this term on account of the mtercalury term oi this
class due to the change in the academic year.
t These institutions teach only the First Year course,

B.

"Statement showing the ber of Depressed Class students al present in non- Govemmmt
(RBecognised) Trammg Institutions for Men and Women in the Bombay Prmdmcy

Training I natztutwm for Men.

Number of Depressed Class
atudents in
Xanme of the Training Institution i
First Becond
year year Tots,l- Remarks
Bombay Division.
1. The Municipal First Year Training] 1 . 1
Clage, Bombay. .
" Central Division.
2. Union Training College, Ahmednagar. 1 . 1 .
. i .
Total:..f -2 | .. | 2 |
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Number of Depressed Class students in
f
Name of the Training Institution Junior . Senior R
First Firet Sezt;:d Total
’ year . year y !
Bombay Division. g
1.  Seva Sadan Training College for| 1 1 2
Women, Bombay. o
" Central Division. |
2. Seva Sadsn Training College foﬂ A 1
Women, Poona. :
3. C. 8. M. Training College for Women, . 1 .- |
Poona, )
.
A
Total .. l l 4
|

DAcOITIES IN SUEKEUR : ARRESTS.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad) : Will Government

be pleased to state—
(a) how many persons have been arrested so far under the charge
of rioting or dacoity in Sukkur District during last August;
" (b) how many of them were released on bail, before the trials
began, and how many up to-date ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS: (a) 1,620.

(b) Up to May 1st 1931, 678 had been released on bail of which 169
were released before the trials began.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO : May I know whether there are any
reasons why 2 larger number have not been let out on bail ? .

The Honourable Mr. G: A. THOMAS : I presume there are excellent
reasoms., . .

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Is it a fact that there were 10
specific charges made against many of them ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : The charge sheets must have
been put up before now.

Khan Bahadur M. A. KHUHRO Is it not & fact that the special
magistrate reported to the District Magistrate that in certain cases there
was absolutely 0o evidence ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I am not aware of that.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Is it not a fact that many were
kept in custody even wnthout first mformatlon of the offence being
recorded ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I want notice of the question.



22 Jury 1931] Questions and Answers . 221
UrxpeRTRIAL PRISONERS : UNBAILABLE OFFENCES.

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad): Will Government
be pleased to state the number of persons accused of non-bailable
offences, detained at present in each jail or sub-jail in Sind.

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS : The number of such persofs
detained in all the jails in Sind on the 1st March 1931 was 721, as shovm
below :—

Hyderabad Cential Prison .. . N 1
Karachi District Prison . .. .. 45
Sukkur District Prison . .. .. 8
Shikarpur Special Prison .- . .. 3l
Sub-Jails of Hyderabad District . R )
Sub-Jails of Nawabshah .. L. .. 100
Sub-Jails of Karachi .. .. . 33
Sub-Jails of Larkana .. .. ... 148
Sub-Jails of Sukkur .. . .. 28
Sub-Jails of Thar Parkar .. .. .. 35
Sub-Jails of Upper Sind Frontier o .- 76

RevENUE DEPARTMENT, KaNara Districr : MussaLMan CLERKS. ~

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) the number of Mahomedans holding the posts of clerks in the
Revenue Department in the Kanara District ; ‘

(b) the number of applications received from Mahomedans since
the year 1925 and the number of Mahomedans appointed as clerks
since the year 1925 ;

(¢} the number of applications received from candidates from
advanced communities since the year 1925 and the number of such
candidates appointed as clerks since the year 1925 ;

(d) whether it is a fact that the names of Mahomedans who ha,dv
sent their applications for these posts were not even regusi:ered2

The Honourable Mr. W, F. HUDSON : (a) 13

(b) and (¢) No record has been kept of apphcatlons recelved The
number of Mahomedans appointed since 1925 is 5 and that of candidates
of the advanced communities 18, In addition 14 candidates from
the backward communities were appointed.

(d) Applications received by the Collector are not registered, A
waiting list of candidates is maintained by the Collector, and, twice a
year, by advertisement i the local press, applications for entry in the
list are invited. After the applicants are interviewed by the Collector,
the selected candidates are enlisted. Applications received at other
times usually meet with the reply that there is no vacancy. Details
of the 27 candidates on the waiting list are given below :—!

Brahmins . . . ‘e l
Lingayats .

Nadors .

Sherugars
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Bandi .
Konkanmarathas “

Moger

Kharvis

Vaishyas

Namdharis .. ..
Mahomedans .. -

NI [T S

(5]

REVE\UE DeparTMENT, KaNARA DisTRICT : MAHO\IEDAN Heap
Kargrxs.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) the number of Mabomedan head-karkuns in the Revenue
Department in the district of Kanara ;
(%) the reason why the Mahomedans are not given specml preference
tor these posts as is done in other districts, where the clerks who
" have put in a service of 4 to 5 years are appointed as head-karkuns ¢

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : (a) Nil.

() Appointments to the grade of head-karkuns are made according
to merit and after considering the elaims of members of the backward
classes generally.

Tt is not known what ate the, “other districts” referred to in the
question. In the remaining five districts of the Southern Division
Mahomedan head-karkuns are to be found only in the Dharwar District.
In the remaining districts there are no suitable Mahomedans to whom
preferential treatment can be given; in the Belgaum and Bijapur
districts two Mahomedans were appointed to posts of head-karkuns
but they had to be reverted as they failed to pass the Quahfymg
Examination.

. Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : With reference to part (¢) of the last
"question which has direct bearing on the subject of the present question,
I want to know the reason why out of the 13 Mahomedan clerks in the
Revenue Department in the Kanara district not one has been appointed
as head karkun ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : I suppose for the regrettable
reason that they were not fit for that appointment.
. Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : May I know the criterion of that fitness ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The usual eriterion, I presume,
framed by district officers.

Kazs, Bousay CiTy ;: APPOINTMENT.

Mr, SYED 'MUNAWAR: Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) who appoints Kazis in Bombay City ;
(b) whether their number is limited or increased from time to time ;
(¢) whether it is a fact that some complaint or information regarding
yagaties on the part of one or more of them has reached Government ;
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(d) whether it is & fact that one of the Kazis has unlawfully effected
divorces or compelled payment of maintenance allowance in a number
of cases ;

(¢) whether it is a fact that some such cases have been deelded by
the Presidency Magistrate, Second Court, Bombay, and that the
Magistrate has passed strictures on the Kazi on several occasions ;

(f) whether any other complaints besides the above have come to-
the notice of the Government of late ;

(g9) if so, the nature of the complamts and the action ta,kem
by Government thereon ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : {a) and (b) No such appoint-
ments are made. Certain persons of their own initiative call themselves
Kazis. '

() Yes. Please see replies to clauses (¢}, (f) and (g

(d) Government are not aware of any such cases, .

{¢) Three complaints were lodged before the Premdency Maglstrate, ‘
Second Court, against Kazi Abdul Latif Londay for performing marriages
alleged to be illegal. One case was compounded and the complaints in
the other two cases were dismissed, as the complainants did not appear
to prosecute. The Presidency Magistrate, Second Court, remarked
that it was unfortunate that the Kazi should get himself mixed up in.
unsavoury incidents of this kind.

(f) and (g) Kazi Abdul Latif Londay has been charged along with
others with the offence of cheating by performing a fraudulent marriage.
The case is being tried by the Resident Magistrate, Kurla.

PRIsONERS IN JATLS : CLASSIFICATION.

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) the rules governing the classification of prisoners in Class A ;'
(b) whether social status of the prisoner and gravity of the offence
committed by him are the chief determining factors in the classi-
fication ;
(c) if so, why Mr. S. A, Brelvi, Editor of the Bombay Chronicle,
was put in Class B throughout the term of his sentence of imprison-
ment ;
_ (d) whether it is a fact that men of status inferior to him were put
m Class A ¢
The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : (a) and () The attention. of
the honourable member is invited to the Press Note on the subject: dated
the 17th April 1930.

{c) The sentencing court placed Mr. Brelvi in Cla.ss B and this .
classification was confirmed by Government,

(d) This is really a question of opinion rather than of fact.

ApMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, THA\IA ALLEGED EMBEZZLEMENT,

Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—
{a) whether their attention has been drawn to the judgment in the
case in which the Administrative Officer, Thana, was charged with
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embezzlement, which is published in the Times of India of the 17th
Febroary 1931 ;

(b) the reasons for ordering revision when the Officer was totally
exonerated by the First Class Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Thana ;

(c) whether the fact of the officer being made *sn unfortunate
victim of party animosity in the School Board of Thana ™ had not
come to the knowledge of Government after perusal of the judgment
n the lower court ;

(d) the amount of legal expenditure incurred by Govemment in

 the retrial of the case by the Sessions Judge ?

The Honourable MOULVI RAFIUDDIN AHMAD : (a) Yes.

{b) Government were not satisfied that the Administeative Officer
"was rightly acquitted by the Sub—Dmslonal Magistrate,

{c) No.

(d) There was no retrial ; only a revisional application was filad. The
legal expenditure incurred by Government in connection with the
revisional application amounted to Rs. 86-8-0.

Crty Pouick, BO\IBAY SpEC1AL Braxca.

Mr SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether the increased expenditure on the City Police of late has
been partly devoted to the augmentation of the Special Branch to deal
with offences under Prostitution and Children’s Acts;

(b) if so, to what extent the force has been augmented or is proposed
to be augmented ;

* () if not, what measures Government propose to adopt to combat
the social evil and when 7

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS: (a) No. :
- (b) It has not been augmented. The measures proposed are stated
in the answer to (c).

{c) Government have approved administratively a proposal for the
entertainment of a special wholetime investigating staff consisting: of
one Inspector, one Deputy InspectdF; three Sub-Inspectors, four head
constables and eight constables to work the Prostitution Act of 1923 as
amended by the Act of 1930. Owing, however, to financial stringency
it was not found possible to make provision for this staff in the budget
for 1931-32. Provision will be made as soon as the financial situation
permits.

Promprrory Orpeg ox Me. A, V. Coitre : Maxcaox.

»Mr. SYED MUNAWAR : Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Second Class Magistrate of Mangaon taluka, district
Kolaba, had issued an order under section 144, Criminal Procedure
Code, against Mr. A. V. Chitre, B.A., a social worker, directing him to

-.abstain from making any speeches within the limits of the Mangaon
‘taluka for a period of two months;
" (b) if so, the date of the order;
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(c) whether it is a fact that the meeting about which allegatlons
against Mr. Chitre had been made was held on the 18th December 1930
and the afidavit was made on the 5th February 1931 and the order
under section 144 was passed on the same date ;

(d) whether the order was ex parte;;

(e) if so, what was the urgency in issuing the said order wmhout
giving an opportunity to Mr. Chitre to show cause why the order should
not be made ;

(f) the evidence on which the order was passed ;

() whether it is a fact that only affidavits were made by
two persons, one of whom was not personally present at the meeting
which Mr. Chitre had addressed ?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : {a} Yes.

-(b) 5th February 1931.

(¢) The honourable member is referred to the answer to clause (N
below. In other respects the answer to this clause is in the affirmative,

(d) Yes.

(e)) The feeling between the Khots and tenants was high, and several
more meetings were to be held in the week by Mr. Chitre. Consequently .
the Mdgxstra’oe considered immediate action necessary.

(f) The order was based on the-affidavits of two Khots in regard to a
meeting held by Mr. Chitre on December 18th, 1930, and on - the
information received from time to time that Mr. Chltre had been making
speeches and spreading propaganda in the Mangaon and Mahad talukas
which were likely unduly to excite the agriculturists of those talukas,

(9) Yes. Only one of them was present. The affidavit of the other
person was based on the account of his brother who was present.

Y Tavokparr Laxps, GUsARAT: AREA. ‘

The THAKOR or KERWADA (Gujarat Sardars and Inamdars);
Will Government be pleased to state the total area of the talukdari lands
in the four districts of Gujarat and what the percentage of the area is
in relation to Crown lands ?

The Honourable Mr. W. F. HUDSON : The total area of talukdari
lands is 1,536,845 acres. It is understood that by Crown lands the
honourable member refers to lands held on ryotwari, bhagdari and
narwadari tenures and excludes inam lands. The proportion of
talukdari lands to Crown lands ia 11: 20 approximately. v

DRAINAGE 1N SIND.

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANT (Western Sind): Will Government be pleased
to state what schemes Government have in view regarding general
drainage of rain and flood water in Sind necessitated by the experience
of the increase of monsoon and overflooding of the river in Sind causing
enormous loss ?

The Honourable Su GHULAM HUSSAIN: Qutside the Barrage
zoue, drainage schemes have been proposed in the Fuleli Canals
Division for leading away surplus water from irrigation channels,
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These drains will be useful in times of floods due to rain or canal breaches,
In the remodelling projects of the Karachi Canals Division, the canals
have been so aligned as not to eross or obstruct any existing drainage
lines. These drainage lines with slight improvements will therefore act
quite efficiently. No special schemes are necessary in the Begari Canals
and Shikarpur Canals Divisions as the natural drainage lines of
the country serve the purpose, )
As regards the Barrage zone, only such drainage schemes are to be
now undertaken about which no doubt of their efficacy exists. The '
question of drainage is being investigated further in detail by the .
Research Division and further schemes will be formulated in the light of
the results of these investigations. Every precaution has, however, been
taken while designing the new Barrage canals not to interfere thh the
natural drainage of the country.

-~

-SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH: How many drainage channels
have been provided in the Fuleli tract ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : I want notice.

. SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : Is it a fact that Fuleli people
have been asking for drainage channels ?

" The Honoursble Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : Outside the barrage area,
schemes have been prepared in the Fuleli division for letting away surplus
water,

SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH : When are the); likely to be
carried out ?

The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : They are being carried out.

Khan Bahadur ALLAHBAKSH : Why has the drainage scheme in
the Begari Canals Division been neglected ?

. The Honourable Sir GHULAM HUSSAIN : If the honourable member
gives notice, I will obtain the information,

PrisoNER MANIRRAI : TREATMENT IN JAIL

© Mr. 8; S. TOLANI (Western Smd) Will Govemment be pleased
to state—
{a) whether their attention has been drawn to the article in the
Hind Afiab of Hyderabad Sind dated the 14th October regarding the
allegations made by Mr. Manikrai a “B” Class prisoner against
the Jail authorities in the Hyderabad Central Jail ;
(b) whether the allegations have been inquired into and if so, with
what results ;
{0 whether it is a fact that Mr. Manikrai suffered in health on
account of the indifference of Jail authorities in the matter of food,
- water, etc. ;
(@) whether it is a fact that Mr. Manikrai became so seriously ill
that his release from Jail became necessary ;
() whether they have taken any action in the matter, and if not
"~ the reasons therefor ?
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The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS : (a) Yes.

(b) The allegations have been inquired into and found to be uatrue.

() His bad health was due to an old duodenal ulcer and not to the
indifference of the Jail authorities.

(d) Yes.

(¢) Does not arise,

MAGISTRATES 1N SIND,

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western -Sind): (o) Has the attention of
Government been drawn, to the contribution by Mr. Hashmatrai K.
Mirchandani to the “Smd Observer ” dated the 25th November 1930
regarding the judicial administration in the province of Smd ?

(b) What action have Government taken in the matter ¢

(c) Are Benches of Honorary Magistrates still appomted in Sind ?
If 50, at what places ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A, THOMAS: (#) Government had not
seen the article in question until their attention was drawn to it by the
Honourable Member.

(b) None. The appointments of Honorary Magistrates and Benches
of Magistrates in Sind are made by the Commissioner in Sind, and he
has abolished Benches at all places except those referred to in the reply
to clause (c) of the question.

{¢) Benches continue to exist at the following places :—

Karachi,

Hyderabad,

Shikarpur,

Rohri. .
Sarvacranis AND KHAN Bamapur Hasr Amirary,

Mr. 8. 8. TOLANI (Western Sind): (g) Is it a fact that Vadero
Mahomed Pansah of Valid and Khan Bahadur Haji Amirali resident of
Lahoria in the Larkana District organized attacks on Satyagrahis in
which they and other citizens were beaten and injured ?

(b) Is it a fact that Khan Bahadur Haji Amirali jnvited. by written
notification and collected a lazge body of armed people on 22nd and 24th
June 1930 for the purpose of beating back Satyagrahis who had declared
their intention to come from Larkana to Lahorid (a village within the
Larkana Municipal limits) to hold meetings ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether the District
Magistrate took any action against the aforesaid zamindars with regard
to the incidents mentioned above in (2) and (b). If not, why not ?

(d) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the telegram
sent by the Panchayat of Larkana to His Excellency the Governor of
Bombay published in the “Sind Observer” of 28th June 1930 complaining
of high-handedness and hooliganism instigated by Khan Bahadur Haji
Amirali ?

(¢) What action did Government take with regard to it ?

(f) Is it a fact that the Collector of Latkana in a public meeting on
30th of June 1930 when presiding at the annual ceremony of the
Larkana District Co-operative Bank made a speech justifying Khan

uo Hb 464
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Bahadur Amirali’s action, congratulating him and promising him the
entire support of the Government and that he further exhorted the
zamindars to emulate the example of Khan Bahatur Amirali and see
that no Non-Co-operator entered their villages ¢

(9) If the answer to (f) be in the negative, will Government be pleased
to place on the Council table an extract from his speech on the subject ?

(k) If the answer to (f) be in the affirmative, do Government propose
to take any action in the matter ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS : (a) and (b) The events to which
the Honourable Member refers were as follows. Parties of Congress’
‘volunteers had on several occasions during the previous few days gone
to Valid village near Larkana to make contraband salt. This was not
approved of by the villagers, and on one occasion a volunteer was beaten
and the salt scattered. On another occasion the volunteers interviewed
the mukhi of the village who made it clear that they were not wanted in
the village. They however threatened to return and did so again. On .
this occasion they were accompanied by a party of police who were afraid
that communal trouble might take place as the Muharram was in’
progress. This unfortunately gave rise to the idea that the mukhi of the
village had been disgraced, and it scems that threats were then made by
the Congress volunteers to enter several villages. On June 22nd, a
large number of volunteers were on their way to Lahori village near |
Larkana with a view to insult the mukhi of that village because he filed ;
a defamation suit against the son of a leading Congress leader, when they |
came into collision with some Muhammadans who were returning from .
a meeting held in Khan Bahadur Haji Amirali’s otak and several
volunteers were injured. The Congress party met the next day and
decided to organise a similar, procession on June 24th. To meet this
situation, a number of persons collected in Khan Bahadur Haji Amirali’s
garden. The procession was however stopped on the intervention of
the Panchayat of Lahori and other leading citizens, A rumour was
then circulated that the Mubhammadans were coming to attack the bazaar
and shops were closed. . The next day the Panchayat of Larkana
organised an eight days’ hartal without approaching the district
authorities. It was subsequently called off on the 28th on the interven-
tion of the District Magistrate.

The attacks on the Satyagrahis were not organised by the two
zamindars referred to.  Khan Bahadur Haji Amirali did not summon
the people who collected on June 22nd and 24th by written notification.
He however issued a leaflet on June 24th a copy of which is placed on the
Council table. - ,

_ (c) Government took no action. They considered that the Congress
volunteers brought upon themselves the results of their own actions.

(d) Yes.

(¢) The telegram alleged to have been sent on the 25th June 1930 was
not received. The telegram sent on the 26th idem in continuation of
the former was, however, received. No action was taken on it as it was
not in conformity with the rules which require that the chief local
authority shall first be approached. ,
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(f) No. _ ‘ -
(g) A relevant extract is placed on the Council table.
(k) Does not arise. ,

Exiract from the speech made by the Collector of Larkana af the annual meeling of the )
Larkana District Central Co-operative Bank on 30th June 1930. :

1 had intended making a few remarks about the action of some of myleading zamindars
in protecting the peace of their villages from the trouble caused by the provocative and
unjustifiable action of some of the Congress followers of this district. I have however
already taken up s considerable portion of your time and the responsibility of a zamindar
for the safety and well being of his village is so thoroughly well understood as & part of
our administration in Sind, that I consider it purely waste of time to make any further
remarks. I would only say that I rely with confidence on my Waderos to give in the
tuture as they have done in the past all the help required willingly and to the fuil
to keep all movements private or quasi political against the law of the land within
due bounds. N

Translation of the leaflch Sssued by Khan Bahadur Hoji Amirali Lahori'
on 24th June 1930. o

Hindu and Muslim brothers, : P

Tt is probable that Congressmen may again and again without intimation attack our
village poor Hindus and Muslims in order to create their own impressions on them and -
aa there are some persoris among the Congressmen who do not refrain from fighting and
entering private houses for the purpose of molestation, and as in this village poor
Muhammadans and our Hindu brothers are mostly law-abiding, they have requested me
to protect them from these rioters who in thousands might suddenly attack and naduly
molest the inhabitants of our poor village. It is & wonder that these Satyagrahis who'
do violence, break law and intentionally attack us—law-abiding people—with intent to
pick up quarrels, and then instead of repenting they make false complaints and wish to
malign us law-abiding, peace loving and silent men. Village Lahoriis hardly at a distance
of one furlong from Larkana and since thase Lahori people who want to attend meetings
or take part in this movement can go to Larkana and join them there, is not their action
in coming to Lahori and insulting us and other respectable people, which is a source of
grief to our friends and well wishers, creating disturbance ? Itherefore, appeal to you
that if it comes to your notice that this claas of people intend to make unpleasant, unfair
and uncalled for attacks on ue, and if out of humanity, you help us to save our Lahori
village Hindus and Muslims from their cruelties, so that they may be prevented from
entering and creating disturbance in our village, do not bring with yourself any sort of
weapon, because we know our responsibility and we welcome and like the law and know'
that these very attacking and misled people are our brothers, All else well. :

e e

Awmrpars Lagorr, '

Mar7iaL Law ; DeatH or R, H. SHarA,

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN (Sholapur District): (1) Are
Government aware that one Ratilal Hirachand Shaha, a boy of 13 was
shot dead, while standing on a terrace 27 feet above street level in his
house in Shukrawar Peth at Sholapur, by a shot fired from Police lorries
patrolling the city on 8th May 1930 ¢ S

(2) Isit a fact that this house was far away from the places of rioting
or arson ? . .

(3) Will Government be pleased to state how many bullet-wounds
were found on the body of the boy at the post-mortem examination ?

(4) Were these bullets sent to any Arsenal for examination ¢ If so,
with what result ? : Coa

(5) Will Government be pleased to state whether the relatives of the
boy have made any complaint to the District Magistrate at Sholapur 2.

{6) Has any inquiry been made by the District Magistrate ?

Mo Hb 4640
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(7) Isit a fact that the District Magistrate has refused copies of pane-
nama and other papers to the complainant ?

(8) Have Government received the extra issue of the *“ Karmayogi ”
newspaper dated 10th May 1930 published in Sholapur City giving
particular instances of indiscriminate firing in Sholapur by. the Police
on 8th May 1930 ¢ :

(9) Have Government ordered any inquiry about these allegations ?

(10) If s0, who is making this inquiry 2

(11) Has the inquiry been completed 1

(12) If so, will Government be pleased to place the papers of the inquiry
on the Council table ?

The Honoursble Mr. G. A, THOMAS: (1) A boy named Ratanlal
Hirachand Shaha aged about 14 years was alleged to have been shot by
the police on the 8th May 1930.

(2) The houseis situated about J mile from the scene of the disturbance,

(3) Seven. ' :

{4) Yes. The examination showed that the bullets were not of any
type of Government ammunition.

(5) Yes. .

(6) Yes, : :

(7) The District Magistrate has since been instracted to give copies
of the documents to the parties. eoncerned.

(8) Yes. Lo :

(9) to (11) Government ordered no inquiry. The District Magistrate,
however, himself inquired into every case except those cases in which
there were no available witnesses to identify the person or persons who
fired or in which the movements of the police could not be correlated
with the times and places of alleged firing,

(12) Government think that at this late date no useful purpose would
be served by laying on the Table the full papers of the District
Magistrate’s inquiry. A copy of the conclusions arrived at by him, in
which Government concurred, is however laid on the Table,

Eztract paragraph 11 from the District Magistrate of Sholapur's lester
, dated the §th July 1920, .
11, To deal first with the “ atrocities ” published by the * Karmayogi * of Sholapur

which I believe has been extensively copied, I attach a list giving names and places and
remarks. )

To deal with these seriatim—

1. Shankar Pandarinath Joshi—He did not die in hospital. He got a bullet through
his shoulder which appears to have healed up. He says be was shot by & Sergeant who
was kneeling up in the back of a lorry firing with a gun, He could not identify the
Sergeant. His story did not convinee me of its truthfulness, nor did an ebviously manu-
factured bullet graze, where the bullet ia said to have glanced off  wooden pillar before
hitting him. But the stery may be correct.

2. Kalidas Odhavji—Not found as absent from Sholapur,

3. Ganpat Balkrishna Thembe—Not found as sbsent from Sholapur.

4. Bhola Gareno = Bholagir Ramgir—He along with Nos. 17, 18, 20 and I think
No. 19 was hit by pieces of & bullet on an iron railing. The bullet went through the
iron pipe of & railing about 2 from ground level. Bholagir and No. 20 Parsshrem say
this was fired from a police lorry that came up the road opposite and turned towards
the Railway Station. This could not have been fired a¢ any of these persons.

5. Tatya Arjun == Tatys Awba—Killed in Playfair’s firing on patrol, -
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6. Not identified.

7. Son of Ranade—A criminal complaint against & Sergeant for shootmg this boy
is under enquiry under section 202, Criminal Procedure Code. Comment is not, possible
8t present.

8. Ratilal Hirachand, nephew of Maneckchand Shah, late President of the Munici-
pality—The Inspect of Ammunition, Kirkee Arsenal, states that the bullets taken
from the body are either sporting ammunition or locally made smooth bore bullets.
The statement in the telegram which gave first information to the effect that the boy
was shot by & Sergeant was not borne out by any evidence when I inquired into the
matter on 9th May 1930, Thie was an ohvious attempt to create racial pre)udwe,
such telegrama were sent to H. E. the Viceroy, H. E. the Governor etc.

There are various other ciroumstances which make it improbable that the boy was
killed as alleged, But I do not know how he wss killed. I de not believe he was killed -
by the Police.

“Yirappa, hit by the eame shot as No, 9 snd the same remarks apply.

4. Thombre—Not injured and not inquired into.

10. Narsapps Antapps=Nareapps Krishnappa, said to have been shot. thmugh an
open door from & passing lorry. He can hardly have been aimed at and his brother
states that they both were in 8 yard where they had gone to watch the Courts burning.
The yard is only a few feot wide and the side towards the Court is a house 20 feet high.
I much daubt that he was killed here at all, but I cannot prove he was killed elsew here.

11. Not identified.
12. Bhadange Mandke—Presumably shot on Playfmr B p&ﬁrol in Chsm Galh

13. Sargappa Karbasappa = Sangays Karbasaya—He states that he was shot )ust
behind the Collector’s bungalow. This area was absolutely peaceful and Y cannot imagine
any reason for firing here. I suspect tha.t he was shot elsewhere in a riot, but I cannot
of course prove it.

14. Malkarjun Swami says he was shot just outaide his shop, doesn’t know whem
the bullet came from and saw no police lorry. Possibly a ricochet..

15. Sundarsing gh Sardarsingh—Gitabai his wife, were sitting inside thelr house-—-see
No. 4 above—and hit by fragments of bullet on railing.

16. Baburao Shene-—~Not found, but from accounts of others was hit by fmgments
of No, 4’8 bullet.

17. Parashram Bapu—see No. 4. ’ ' '

18. Manohar Krishna was inside & closed shop and hit by 476 bullet. There is
8 corresponding hole through the door and I have little doubt that a Police seppy let
off his musket either accidentally or at random when passing in & Jorry.

19, Shanker Dhondu eays he came out on his verandsh to see what the ﬁrmg was
and some one in & passing lorry fired st him and missed him,

20. Wasudeo Shastri also says he came out to sce what the firing was and & shot
was fired and he immediately went inside. He wes not hit.

21. Chandrasain Baburao says he Jooked out of his window to see whnt the ﬁrmg

wag and 8 Police sepoy in & passing lorry aimed at him and fred. The bullet misse
him snd hit the wall.

22and 23, Not examined,
Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : As regards (4), will Government be
pleased to put the report of this Arsenal on the Council table ? .
The Honourable Mr. G. A THOMAS I cannot say untll I ha.ve Y
look at the report.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN: As regards (7), why were these
panchnamas kept in abeyance for such a long time until the District
Magistrate had to be instructed by Government ?

The Honourable Mr, G. A. THOMAS : T shall have to ask the Dlstrlct
Magistrate ; if notice is given, I will find out,

Dr. V.G, VAISHAMPAYAN : Why are Govemtﬂent afra.ld of keepmg
the papers of enquiry on the Council table ?
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The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Government are afraid of
nothing.

Dr: V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : They promised in the last'Council
session to the honourable member Rao Bahadur Kale when he moved
this question of an enquiry into the Sholapur riots that the papers
;v{ould be kept on the Council table for the information of this honourable

ouse. : '

The Honourable Mr, G. A, THOMAS: Will the honourable meruber
refer me to the volume and page ¢ I will find out what was actually said’
and see if we can comply with the promise if it was made. I was not
myself present at the last session and do not know what was said.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : In the District Magistrate’s letter, -

~dated the 8th July 1930, it is stated that Shankar Pandarinath Joshi

did not die in hospital. The Kermayogi did not say......

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The honourable member cannot
refer to newspaper articles. o

Dr. V, G. VAISHAMPAYAN : The report of the Distriet Magistrate

_refers to a statement of the Karmayogi. Did that local newspaper

- ever print a report that this man died of a bullet wound in hospital ¢

' The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : T expect that the honourable

_member knows that as well as myself.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN ; I have got a copy of that paper with.

" me, and it says that he did not die. Where was then the necessity of

saying that he did not die at the hospital ? Then, No. 2, Kalidas Odhavji.
Tt is stated against his name “ Not found as absent from Sholapur.” He
was lying in my hospital, and he has a sweetmeat shop in the City run
in broad daylight. ,

" The Honourable the PRESIDENT : What is the question ?
Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : It is stated in the reply that he is not

in Sholapur. He isstillin Sholapur and has got ashop. Why was wrong
- *.information given ? - . ‘ : -
.. The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Are Government aware that he
¢ is still in Sholapur ? :

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : I do not know., This letter
is dated the 8th Ju1y>1930,‘ and we aTe DOW oD the 22nd July 1931.

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN ; He has been there from that date uptill

_now : that is what T want to say.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : The reply is that the Honour-

. able Member does not know.

" Dr. V. 6. VAISHAMPAYAN : Then, No, 4, Bhola Gareno. This
patient also was in my own hospital. The last line says : “ This could

* not have been fired af any of these persons.” How do Government account

for this shot then ? If it was not fired by the police lorries, how was it

. fired? Iam explaining myself as the report of the enquiry is not on the

Council table.
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The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Has the Honourable Member
followed the question ¢

The Honourable Mr. G, A. THOMAS : I have nob the faintest idea of
it.

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Will the honourable member ask
the question in & simple form ?

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : What was the nature of this ﬁrmg,
No. 41?

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THOMAS : Tam afraid Ido no‘o understand
the question. N

Dr. V. G. VAISHAMPAYAN : Agamst No. 7, Son of Ranade, m is
stated * Comment is not possible at present.” [An Honourable Member
That is sub judice.)

The Honourable the PRESIDENT : Would the honoumble member :
proceed

Dr. V. G VAISH.AMPAYAN I ghall frame my questlons on paper
and hand them over.

Dr. M. K. DIXIT : As regards (4) it is stated “ The ex:ammatlon
showed that the bullets were not of any type of Government ammuni-
tion.” If the bullets were not of the type of Government bullets; have
Government instituted any further inquiries to find out whether the
bullets were shot by people other than police sepoys or sergeants ¢

The Honourable Mr. G. A. THO’VIAS Government have made
enquiries, and all that they can say is that the bullets were not of any
type of Government ammunition.

DISCUSSION ON IRRIGATION BILL RESUMED.

Khan Bahadur ALLAHBAKSH (Sukkur District) : Sir, I beg to move
an amendment to Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid’s amendment

After the word “ only ” add the following :
“and substitute instead the following +— )

* The Governor in Council may, however, by notification in the Bombay Government
Guzette, extend the provisions of sections 91 and 92 (1) exclusive of the proviso to lands
irrigable by canals in Sind which take or may take off below the Lloyd Barrage, and the
provisions of eections 91 and 92 to such other canals in Sind as may, from time to time,
be improved or remodelled for the more efficient distribution of water therefrom.:

Provided, however, that no such notification may be published until the draft there-
of has been laid on the Council table and approved by the Council on & motion made
by Government’.”

Sir, my object in moving this amendment to the amendment of the
honourable member Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid is to rake the Bill applicable
only to the Barrage area, Ifind that certain provisions of the Bill, for
instance, sections 91 and 92 (I) will be necessary in other cases outside the
Barrage zone such as Fuleli or other canals which are now being remodel-
led and it is necessary tochange the source of supply and in that case that
power has been given to the canal officer. The other provisions except
sections 91 and 92 (I) exclusive of the proviso should not apply to the
canals in Lower Sind because the supply in Lower Sind is being improved
and the canals are being remodelled 80 a8 to save them from the adverse
effect of the Barrage. These people are already suffering on account of
the operation of the Barrage. Therefore it would be most unfair that

»
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over and above the losses sustained on account of the operation of the
Barrage canals they should be made to pay the cost of the watercourses.
Neither was it contemplated that this cost should be recovered as it was
- in the case of the Lloyd Barrage scheme. Therefore it has been thought
advisable that the zamindars should not be charged with the cost of the
watercourses,  As far as the change of the source of supply is concerned,
- 1 think it would be necessary to change it when the canalis remodelled.
Therefore this part should not be applicable in the case of the canals which
now take off or afterwards may take off below the Barrage because their
supply would be adversely affected by the canals which lie outside the -
Barrage zone but are above the Barrage. I think this is & reasonable
demand and I hope the Honourable the Finance Member will have no
objection to accept this amendment.

Question proposed.

Mr. C. 8. C. HARRISON : Sir, it seems to me that if this provision is
not to apply to canals outside the Barrage area, the taxpayers’ money
18 likely to be jeopardised. In the case of the Fuleli Canal Government
undertook certain works in view of the possibility of that cansl being
affected by the working of the Lloyd Barrage. But, Sir, apart from taking
Pprecautionary measures, the scheme provides for the development of
waste land and also for the extension of irrigation to undeveloped kabuli
lands, that is, lands held by zamindats and not by Government. It seems
to me that it would be unfair to the Presidency not to recover the cost
of new watercourses from the zamindars. It may possibly be advisable
for Government to consider the question of not charging for existing
watercourses which are only slightly remodelled ; but 1 submit in that
case, if and when the Governor in Council applies this Act to the Fuleli
ares, there is the opportunity given to the zamindars to represent their
case to Government for sympathetic consideration. But the general
application of the Act must, I submit, be extendable to all canals in Sind.
" The honourable member Khan Bahadur Allahbaksh said that those who
have already got sufficient water supply should not be made to pay for
new watercourses merely because, as kie says, Government i remodelling
the Fuleli Canal on account of the fear of shortage of water. 1say that
such cases should be treated on their merits. But what about the cases
I mention, namely, the undeveloped kabuli lands ? The Fuleli water is
being redistributed and many who aze not getting a proper supply of
water will get & good supply, Further, there are Government waste
lands. These are to be administered or disposed of in some way or other.
They surely would bear their share of the cost of the watercourses.

The proposal goes further. In the Narichach area there will eventuslly
be considerable development of irrigation and lands which do not get
water now will have a good supply after that echeme is completed.
Are Government to pay for those watercourses ¢

Further, there is the case of the Mirani Canal which I hope when better
times come, will be undertaken by Government. That scheme will take
up a lot of undeveloped land and also improve the supply of some
of the area under existing small canals. 1f this Act is not made to apply
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to canals south of the Barrage, then I submit that the taxpa.yers money
would be jeopardised by transferring it to the benefit of mdividuals.
I request honourable members to consider whether they should not trust
in Government’s wise decision and have individual cases referred
to Government, if ever the Act is applied to the Fuleli Canal, by meaus
of representations in favour of those who allege that they will not derive
any particular benefit from the remodelling and whose Watercourses will
be little, if at all, affected.

Mr. SHAIKH ABDUL MAJID : On a point of mformatlon, Sir, the
honourable member did not mention anything about the Mirani canal.

Mr. C. S. C. HARRISON: 1 mentloned the Narichach Canal which
is being undertaken at present.

"SYED MIRAN MAHOMED SHAH (Hyderabad District) : Sir, I rise
to support this amendment to amendment, though I was willing to
support the original amendment moved by my honourable friend
Mr. Shaikh Abdul Majid. But I hope this amendment will commend
itself to the acceptance of the Government. Ifitis closely exammed
Government will find that it is a very innocent amendment.

The reasons advanced by the honourable member the Chief Engineer
are that if the Bill is not applied to the whole area the taxpayer 