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PREFACE 

MAN thmks That 1s a very grave and senous 
matter for h1m, no matter what the content of h1s 
thought may be What 1s the meamng of the 
progress of thought ~ To begm w1th, m our thmk­
mg, whatever 1ts content, we cannot fall to see, 
whether from the v1ewpomt of the umty of an 
mdlVldual hfe, or from that of the h1story of the race, 
a reflectwn of the grav1ty and senousness of human 
hfe Pnm1t1ve man entertamed thought m terms 
of magtc As regards the vanous phenomena of 
the Umverse, we can be mterested both m therr 
repetttlve, homogeneous causal relatwns, and m 
the1r opposttes, the spec1al, heterogeneous causal 
relations The product of the latter cogmtwn was 
pnm1t1ve man's mag1c-thought Many c1v1hzed 
men wtll probably nd1cule th1s pnm1t1ve thought, 
and w11l say that modern C1V1hzat10n started from 
our havmg notlced the repet1t1ve, homogeneous 
causal relat10ns and then produced natural sc1ences 
I wtll, of course, not deny such a v1ew Neverthe­
less, we cannot av01d havmg both these kmds of 
cogmtwn at the same tlme It 1s very reasonable, 
I thmk, at the present, that there should be phtlo-
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sophers who distmguish the heterogeneous, mdi­
vidual causal relat10ns of the histoncal sciences from 
homogeneous, general causal relat10ns of the natural 
sciences But, m truth, modern hfe did not start 
tmmedtately on our homogeneous cogmtton It 
belonged, to some extent, to the hfe before modern 
times The discovery of the modern hfe means, 
m my opimon, rather that we have umfied these two 
kmds of cogmt10n, and come to recogmze a certam 
general meamng tn what ts spectal, or to reahze the 
presence of such a generahty m the special In 
other words, It means the dtscovery of symbohc hfe 
Man's generous mmd or his democratic spmt, that 
Is, the mmd that wills to respect humamty, ts all 
born of this discovery 

This book has been wntten wtth the mtentton of 
mtroducmg to Westerners what Japanese and 
Chmese contemporary thought Is, and how It has 
been and ts developtng , to critlctze It , and, 
through that crtttctsm, to express my own vtews 
There has been no book wntten wtth this purpose 
1n Japan or Chtna, so that through thts book 
Westerners wtll probably be able for the first tlme 
to know somethmg of the nature of the thought of 
the two countrtes Some readers may say that there 
ts too much treatment of problems common to the 
world and too httle of the spectal problems of the 
Onent, or, on the contrary, that here there ts too 
much about the spectal problems of the Onent and 
too httle about those of the world But I wul 
VUl 



gladly agree to both these views Very hkely the 
problems I have treated here are for Easterners all 
special and concrete problems of which they have 
been, and still are, thmkmg through their umty of 
hfe or their stnfe for such umty of hfe, and are, 
therefore, the grave and serwus problems presented 
to all men m the world There IS a certam special 
problem of thmkmg wherever we may go , and, 
therefore, there Is a certam general problem on 
account of Its bemg everywhere special I hope 
that my Western readers, recogmzmg this, may 
become 1mpart1al and sympathetic towards Eastern 
thought, nay more, that, feehng a certam mtlmacy 
With It, they may gladly participate m the solutwn 
of these problems 

As regards the Chmese part of my book, I have 
profited greatly by Mr Yasuzo Shimizu's two works 
My cordial thanks are due to him as well as to 
Professor K6Jir6 Sugimon, Dr Sakuzo Y oshtno, 
Mr Ch'en Chw Sheng, Professor Samuel C 
Bartlett and many other fnends for the great help 
they have gtven me I also express my cordial 
thanks to Dr W Tudor Jones and Mr J T 
Walley, M A, for havmg read and corrected the 
proofs 
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ExTENSIVE alteratwns have had to be made by 
the General Editor These have conststed mamly 
m an attempt to present this remarkable volume m 
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idiomatic English. I found it difficult to know 
how far to proceed, as I was anxious to preserve 
the original Japanese flavour of the book. This, 
I hope, has been done. 

W. TuooR JoNES 
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