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“ I shall only consider the best means of making the path of that dlass”’

& very hard one.” e R
: " Mg, D. LrovyD GEORGE,

House of Commons, July 26, 1916,

* I ask no man to s'crap his principles.” )
: Mz. D. LLoYD GEORGE, , .
" Manchester, September 13, 1918,



DEDICATED
WITH AFFECTIONATE REVERENCE
TO THE
YOUNG MEN

WHO IN THE DARE DAYS OF THE WAR KEPT THE FA!'!‘B
AND STOOD BY THEIR COUNTRY .AND MANKIND
WITE A COURAGE THAT DID NOT FAIL



Composed by the Chartist Leader, Ernest Jones, w‘h;n confined in a
solitary cell, on bread and waler, without books or writing
materials, May 1849.

Troublesome fancies beset me
Sometimes as I sit in my cell,

That comrades and friends may- forget me,
And foes may remember too well.

That plans which I thought well digested
May prove to be bubbles of air;

And hopes, when they come to be tested,
May turn to the seed of despair.

But tho' I may doubt all beside me,
And anchor and cable may part,

Whatever—whatever betide me,
Forbid me to doubt my own heart!

For sickness may wreck a brave spirit,
And time wear the brain fo a shade;
And dastardly age disinherit
Creations that manhood has made.

But God! let me ne’er cease to cherish
The truths I so fondly have held,
Far sooner, at once let me perish,
Ere firmness and courage are quelled.

Tho’ my head in the dust may be lying,
And bad men exult o’er my fall,

I shall smile at them—smile at them, dying;
The Right is the Right after all,



AUTHOR’S NOTE

To write with complete accuracy recent history concerning
matters personally known to hundreds of accessible people,
and sometimes even matters within my own cognizance,
has been found more difficult than might be thought. Two
eyewitnesses’ account of the same event do not always
agree. It must be much easier to make a narrative: of
events long gone by, concerning which there are few or
no first-hand authorities. I .cannot hope to have made no
mistakes, in spite of every effort to be correct, and in
spite of very great help given to me by many friends. The
whole book has been carefully read by Clifford Allen, A.
Fenner Brockway, Hubert W. Peet, Miss Edith M. Ellis,
and Miss Joan M. Fry; and various chapters have been
read by Miss Catherine Marshall, Howard C. Marten, and
A. Barratt Brown. To their assistance the book owes—
besides many minor corrections—some general advice of
high value. Ernest E. Hunter in particular has contri-
buted definite portions of that part of the narrative which
concerns the inner working of the N.C.F. organization. To
all these helpers I am deeply grateful.

It will be seen that the Preface does not concern the
history, but is a statement of future policy should con-
scription ever be imposed again. Writing here as a mere
narrator, I have not felt it necessary to concern myself—
or to make up my mind—with regard to a situation which
we hope, by the united efforts of us all, to make so remote
that I shall no longer be an actor in it. ’

J. W. G,
Darron Harr, .

MANCHESTER,
December 1921,
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