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Knowled~Se of causes of mo.rbidity and mo.rtality is indispensable for 

ObJective ..,lt.r.nizlg or· health p.rogra~D~~~es and also for epidemiological studies. 

Unfoxtunately, in ILdia, lnformatiun is very soar.ty even et present in this 

I res..;.ect. .A be6ihr.ir•8 was ~owever made to get reliable data on causes e£ mortality 

for sizeable po~ulation by introducing medical certification of causes of 

death on Internatiansl Form in the urban areas of l4sharashtra in 1969. This report 

~re.l:'ared by Dr. H·N Jtanganathan, Chief of the State Bureau of Health Intelligence & 

Vital btatistics, describes br~efly the background of our efforts and the pattern 

o.t mortality causes observed in .urban areas of Msharashtra during 1970-7:.:!. 

Although the data ~rtain mainly te the urban population, however, they have a 

value due to total absence of reliable data in the field. 

Bombay. 
20-12-197 ... 

Dr· v. :&. Reo 
Director of Health Services, 

Government of Mabarashtra, 
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