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PREFACE 

IN this volume it is not proposed to narrate 
the emotions of the Countess of Lauderdale 
on recei,ving her son's first letter from -school. 
Nor shall we be concerned with the good 
advice given to Thomas Maitland on entering 
the army. We shall not occupy ourselves 
with Thomas Maitland's favourite books or 
pastimes, or· with his spiritual difficulties (if 
he had· any), or with his social successes and 
embarrassments. 
. The boyhood and youth of great men is 
a subject over which much time has·_. been 
spent. One would not say that the time was 
wasted ; for the results of so much labour 
form a perennial source of c?nsolation for 
parents. If a boy is dull, they can always 
recall Clive the scapegrace, Lawrence the_ dunce, 
and that very stupid and awkward young man 
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Arthur Wellesley. If a boy is good at his 
books they may remember the scholarly Warren 
Hastings, the brilliant Dupleix, the exception
ally astute Napoleon Buonaparte. 

But the very results that offer so much 
consolation to parents are, from their varied 
n_ature, a source of perplexity to historians and 
historical students. If any general conclusion 
can be drawn from so much conflicting evi
dence, it would appear to be this : that if a 
man has sufficient vital force to assimilate and 
carry with him through life that immense mass 
of useless information which is known as the 
education of a gentleman, his education will 
perhaps make him a more agreeable companion 
for a journey, or a more brilliant after-dinner 
speaker than his unlettered fellow; but it will 
not help him to succeed in life. He will 
succeed in spite of his learning, and not 
in. consequence of it. Too many dull and 
ignorant men have succeeded for this position 
to be impugned; too many highly trained and 
brilliant men have failed. Having wasted their 
force in bootlearning, they have not vitality 
enough to face successfully the hard work of 
the education of life ; and they sink, like 
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Barbarossa, in the flood, brilliantly apparelled 
but drowned by the tide. 

We have, then, to remark that Maitland, 
when he commenced his career as a colonial 
administrator, started with this double- advant
age, that he was born in the purple and that 
he was a totally uneducated man. The eccentric 
scribble that he _dignified by the name of his 
handwriting is not the handiwork of one who 
thinks himself too grand to write distinctly 
(according to the foolish s~eer, which once 
had a vogue, that the aristocracy are all un
educated); it is the handiwork of a man who 
does not know how to· write. His signature 
reads just as well upside down as not. During 
an age when classical quotations were the only 
recognised mark of an educated gentleman, Mait
land, throughout a long Parliamentary career, 
and in the course of an official correspondenc~ 
almost unparal_leled for its voluminousness, never 
once broke out into Latin. He once quoted 
Swift in the House of Commons ; he once 
referred the Secretary of State to Adam Smith. - I 
These were the authors who recommended 
themselves to his intelligence. Himself a man 
capable of any quantity of hard work, provided 
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that there was humall. interest in it, he could 
appreciate (although he did not agree with) 
Adam Smith. The masculine common sense 
of Swift, his savage satire and h~s consummate 
knowledge of !lJ.ankind, appealed to one whose 
lifelong study was man, and who brought to 
that pursuit a savage and domineering temper. 

Throughout an official career of twenty-seven 
years his labours were Herculean, and he had 
no intervals of learned leisure.· He was quite 
incapable of turning good English into in
different Latin, or of discovering new species 
of plants or animals, or of tracing curves to 
banish ennui, or of writing treatises on the 
Apostolical Succession. Life · to Maitland 
meant work ; work that it would have crushed 
ordinary men even to attempt. His diversion, 
his solace, was gross indulgence. He was not 
a brilliant or a popular man. He was a great 
human force controlled and driven by a will 
of iron. Principles he abhorred ; they were 
to him as a red rag to a bull. ' Detestable 
principles' o\ 'ridiculous principles,' he some
times writes of, but never of principles that 
deserve respect. But we must not allow our
selves to be led away into the common and 
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totally erroneous view of Maitland's character 
which condemns him as a gross and brutal 
tyrant. His life was illuminated and dignified 
by his unbending devotion to duty. One 
principle there' was to which Maitland owed 
and rendered the loftiest reverence-the rever
ence of a life's devotion. , It was, in the stately 
language of the Prayer Book, 'The safety, 
honour and welfare of His Majesty and his 
dominions.' 
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with, 160. 
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Texel, Battle of, 2.7, 177. 
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Tripoli, Pacha of, 162.. 
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Tyers, Henry, I 53· 
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Warrington, Colonel, 161., 
Washington, George, 2.6, 
Wellington, Duke of, 46, 47, 6z, 
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Wilkes, '19. 
Wilson, Robert, 2. J. 
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.Wright, Doctor, accompanies 
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