THE REISGN OF RELATIVITY



BY VISCOUNT HALDANE

THE PATHWAY TO REALITY

TRe Gifford I%ctures delivered in the
- University of St. Andrews, First Series, -
1go2-3. Second Series, 1903-4. -

'THE CONDUCT OF LIFE

AND OTHER ADDRESSES.

UNIVERSITIES AND
NATIONAL LIFE

Tl‘l_ree Addresses tg Students,

HIGHER NATIONALITY

A Study in Law and Ethics. An Address
delivered before the American Bar Asso-
ciation at Montreal on September 1, 1913.

LONDON : JOHN MURRAY




THE
REIGN OF RELATIVITY

BY VISCOUNT HALDANE

| LONDON
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET, W.
1921



Arr RigHTS RESERVED



PREFACE

Tar topics of this book are Knowledge itself and the
- relativity of reality to the character of Knowledge. Some
of the questions considered in the book are more than two
thousand years -old. That fact need not disturb us:
For there appears to have deen steady progress in the
forms of the answers which have gradually been evolved.
If. the substance of these turns out to be more akin to
doctrines originally produced by the Greeks than we had
expected to find, that agains need not disturb us. . It
would not troublgr us in the case of literature or art,
and we have to learn to study philosophy, and even to
a considerable extent science, as we study these, with
the circumstances and language of the particular period
steadily kept in our view. »To say this does mot mean
that we are to treat lightly either truth itself or the im-
perative necessity for exactness in its statement. But it

does megan that we must have in mind that truth in its

full significance imports quality as much as it imports
quantity, and therefore variety in standard. We have
read the history of human endeavour in its many aspects
to little purpose if we have not learned this. . =~
The subject discussed involves reference to metaphysical
inquiry. I regret that this has to be so, for meta-
physical discussions are not popular in the world as it is
at present. But that world is casting about in search of a
basis on which gradually to build up renewed fajth. If it
continues in earnest in its searchings I believe that it will
find in the end that it 1s not possible £o shirk encountering
philosophy in some shape. I can.only say that I have

tried to assist the general reader to realise the single.

principle on which the book is based and built up, by
putting that principle before him in the variety of its

applications, I have been fully aware that for those’
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specially trained in ...-various branches of inquiry
touched on this ~involved .some repetition. But
the *protean M which the principle appears where
lesst expevctd afforded justification for my concern lest I
- should haye failed at any point to drag it out for con-
“tinuous recogmtlon

«Some sixteen years since, I published GlffOl‘d Lectures,
defivered at the University of St. Andrews. These ap-
peared in two wolumes which bore the title of The Path-
way to Reality. Through the two volumes there ran a
thread which remains intact in the present book: the
principle of degrees in knowledge and reality alike. But
since the two volumes were written much new knowledge
has come inte existencg, and the treatment has been
consequently refashioned. Phe remarkable ideas developed
by Einstein, as the result of his mvestlgatlon of the meaning
of physical measurement, have provided fresh material of
which philosophy has to take account. ‘These, and yet
other ideas which are affecting the §c1ent1ﬁc outlook pro-
foundly, have appeared to me to ca]l for a fresh route
of approach to a view of nature towards which philo-
sophical reflection was already being impelled. The
advantage which the methods of science possess is that
by them results can be reached and formulated with a
precision that is unrivalled, so far as they can go. A
price for this advantage has, however, to be paid, and.
science is apt to find itself in strange regions if it does not
limit its scope with genuine self-denial. The’ inquiry
entered on by Einstein has, perhaps because of the
presence to his mind of something like this reason, stopped
short in his hands of the general problem of the Relativity
of all Knowledge. The question that remains is whether
the investigation of that problem can be carried further,
and if so, whether the philosophical method which appears
to be required is a reliable one. The answer I venture
to offer to the question is contained in the pages that
follow,

The subject is ope that has ofcupied me for many
years ; over forty, I think. During much of that period
I have had other and pressing calls on my time, calls
both of an official and a non-official nature. But if on
occasions the general significance of knowledge has had
to be relegated to the background, it has throughout
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been in my thoughts. On the day of my release from
office as Lord Chancellor in 1915, I prejected this book
on Relativity, and it is now ﬁmshed for what it is worth.
I part from it as from a child whom I have watched
over and brought up, and who has occupied,a foremost
place in my affections. The vo]ume, such as it is, now
.goes out into a world where it'remains to be seen whether
(it wﬂl be received well, o» received at all.
_ "HaLpanz.
Loxpox, ) )
April 1921,
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how anthropomorphic hd is.” Qur metaphors. Thought is more than
merely relational. In the effort after truth we experience its real nature.

} . pp. 381-400

CHAPTER XIX

ETERNAL LIFE
The significance of the ideal of self-completion implied in our know-

ledge of God as immanent in us. Even if not accomplished in our par-
ticular experience this ideal is a shaping end. It stands for the entirety
within which must fall every standpoint from which mind directs iteelf.
Analogies and illustrations, The relationships between human beings are
those of spirit to spirit. How this bears on the fact of death. What
is really desired in the form of life beyond the grave. Spiritualism falls
short of it. The deeper, sense in which death loses its reality. The
value of images and metaghors in thi§ connection. Art and religion ;
their relation to philosophy. The application of the principle of rela-
tivity. The undertaker and the executor. The true significance of
the idea of life as beyond the all-severing wave of time, and of the symbols
in which this is expressed. . . . - . » pp. 401-418

CHAPTER XX

COI_“I CLUDING REFLECTIONS

Summing up &f the result of the inquiry. The bearing of that result
‘on practical life. The necessity of educating the mind of a nation, and
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the variety essevntml in such edueation. The leadership requiréd for the
guidance of the teachers and for the harmony of theitwork. Democracy.
The seriousness of purpose really apparent since the war. The advanteges of
the reflective habit. Burke on human nature. The progress in national
standards. The mind of the State no more stands still than does the
mind of the individual. Its outlook is governed by rele fivity, The
principle of relativity teaches us that there are differentt orders in which
both our kmowledge and the reality it seeks have differing forms, and that
we must be critical of ourselyes when we attempt to bring categories to
bear. This is a lesson of high mportance for practice. Its value in
enlarging our outlook on life, . . . . Pp. 417-427

.
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