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PREFACE 

THE topics of this book are Knowledge itself and the 
- relativity of reality to the character of Knowledge. Some 

of the questions considered in the book are more than two 
thousand years old. That -f9,ct need not disturb us; 
For there appears to have ~een steady progress in the 
forms of the answers 'Yhich have gradually been evolved. 
If. the substance of these turns out to be mol'e akin to 
doctrines originally produce<f by the Greeks than we had 
expected to find, that agam. need not disturb us. . It 
would not troublf,' us in the case "f literature or art, 
and we have to learn to study philosophy; and even to 
a considerable extent science, as we study these, with 
the circumstances and, language of the particular period 
steadily kept in our view. •To say this does not mean 

1 that we are to treat lightly either truth itself or the im· 
perative necessity for exactness in its statement. But it 
does mean that we must have in mind that truth .in its 
full significance imports quality as much as it imports 
quantity, and therefore variety in standard. We have 
read the history of human endeavour in its many aspects 
to little purpose if we have not learned this. . . · 

The subject discussed involves reference to metaphyiical 
inquiry. I regret that J;his has to be so, for meta
physical discussions are not popular in the world as it is · 
at present. But that world is casting about in search of a 
basis on which gradually to build up renewed faith. If it 
continues in earnest.~ its searchings I believe that it will 
find in the end that it IS not possible to shirk encountering 
philosophy in some shape. I can. only say that I have 
tried to assist the general reader to realise the single . 
principle on which the book is based and built up, by 
putting that principle before him in the variety of. its 
applications, I have been fully aware tbat ·for those· 

ix 
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specially trained in --~~.AB.rious branches .o! inquiry 
touched on ~bois ---involved some repetition. But 
the cprotean m which the principle appears here 
least e.~& afforded justification for my concern lest I 

· :"'Le-wd have fail~ at any point to drag it out for con-
...-tinuous recognition. · . 

_some sixteen years since, I :gu"Qlished Gifford Lectures, 
deftvered at th() University ()f St. Andrews. These ap
peared in t~o wlumes which bore the title of The Path
way to Reality. Through the two volumes there ran a 
thread which remains intact in the present book: the 
principle of degrees in knowledge and reality alike. But 
since the two volumes were written much new knowledge 
has come inti' eXistenc~, and the treatment has been 
consequently refashioned. '.f.he remarkable ideas developed 
by Einstein, as the result of his investigation of the meaning 
of physical measurement, have provided fresh material of 
which philosophy has to take account. These~ and yet 
other ideas which are aff~ting the !icientific outlook pro· 
foundly, have appeiJ.red to me to cBJ) for a fresh route 
of approach to a view of nature towards which philo
sophical reflection was already being impelled. The 
advantage which the methods of science possess is that 
by them results can be reached and formulated with a 
precision that is unrivalled, so far as they can go. A 
price for this advantage has, however, to be paid, and • 
science is apt to find itself in strange regions if it .does not 
limit its scope with genuine self-denial.· The inquiry 
entered on by Einstein has, perhaps because of the 
presence to his mind of something like this reason, stopped 
short in his hands of the general problem of the Relativity 
of all Kno"•ledge. The question that remains is whether 
the investigation of that probl~m can be carried further, 
and if so, whether the l>hilosophical method which appears 
to be required is a reliable one. The answer I venture 
to offer to . the question is contained in the pages that 
follow. · 

The subject is o:o.e that has o~cupied me for many 
years; over forty, I think. During much of that period 
I have had other . and pressing calls on my time, calls 
both of an official and a non-official nature. But if on 
occasions the gener8.1 significance of knowledge has had 
to be relegated to the background, . it · has throughout 
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been in my thoughts. On the day of my release from 
office as Lord Chancellor in 1915, I pr~jected this book 
on Relativity, and it is now finished, for what it is '\forth. 
I part from it as from a child whom I"have watched 
over and brought up, and who has, oecupie<J.a foremost 
place in my affections. The vo]ume, such as ~t is, now 

, goes out into a wor:ijl whctre it' re.mains to be seen whether 
· it will be received welJ, o:. received at .alt 

LONDON, 

ApriZ1921. 

• 
HALDANE. 
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purpose. The General Will is thus po entity independent of the private 
will, but is the latter at a. different level. It is no sum of private wills. 
The standpoint in social purpose is what is import)l.llt. The character 
of sovereignty within the state. The controversy between Monists and 
Pluralists. The mere question of legality is not decisive here. The 
Church e1r the Trade Union may prove too strong to permit freedom 
to the Government in the exercise of theoretical capacity. The true 
aource of sovereignty is the sanction of general opinion. The illusory 0 

character of the decisions at the ballot-boxes. The difficulties experienced 
in consequence by the Ministers who have to interpret their own man·' 
date. A real majority rule is different from mob rule.. The position of 
the Crown in the British Constitution. Bacon and Paley. The Judges 
co-operate with Members of Parliament in securing that the exercise of 
theoretical power is kept within. the bounda~ea of the national mandate. 
The influence of tradition and the utility of'" red tape." The nature of 
a nation and the true foundation of the sovereignty which lies behind 
legality. In what sense the state itself is subject to obligations towards 
other states. The idea of a League of Nations. There are levels in 
human purpose higher than that a.t which the interests of 'the state 
appear as final ends. The '!'eality that is larger than that of the state. 

• pp. 363-377 
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PART P' -'l'HE HUMAN AND THE DIVINE 
• 

CHAPTER XVIII 

THE RELATION OF "M.lN TO GOD 

The lesson letlll'lledtfrom the study of the relation of Ma.n to the State. 
The present problem is not different in character. The conception of 
God as no entity separated from ourselves. He can be no far-away 
Absolute whose nature is to be a totum Bimul ; no substance. nor yet
subject differentiated from its object. He must be the entirety, to which 
the principle of relativity pointe ; mind as foundational and in its com
pleteness. We are mor~ than we take ourselves to be from our particular 
standpoints. Can Fe work out such a conception adequately ! If we 
regard God as immanent we c~ get some way at all events towards 
doing so. Man's knowledge and God's knowledge. The use in this con
nection of the principle of degrees. The true character of knowledge. 
Why the Hegelian attempt at the exhibitidh of an exhaustive system was 
too ambitious. Goethe's testimony to the power of Art in this connec
tion. The language of Jesus. Th"' use of religion. The light thrown 
on the nature of the self. Time. Not 11 mind but mind. Analogues. 
The necessity for knowledge in addition to emd;,ion. " Man never knows 
how anthropomorphic h~ is." Our metaphors. Thought is more than 
merely relational. In the effort after truth we experience its real nature. 

PP• 381-400 

CHAPTER XIX 

ETERNAL LIFE 

The significance of the ideal of self-completion implied in ~ur know
ledge of God as immanent in us. Even if not accomplished in our par
ticular experience this ideal is a shaping end. It stands for the entirety 
within which must fall every standpoint from which mind directs itself. 
Analogies and illustrations. The rel~tionships between human beings are 
those of spirit to spirit. How this bears on the fact of death. What 
is really desired in the form of life beyond the grave. Spiritualism falls 
short of it. The deepe~ sense in which death loses its reality. The 
value of images and meta{-hors in thjj connection. Art and religion ; 
their relation to philosophy. The application of the principle of rela
tivity. The undertaker and the executor. The true significance of 
the idea of life as beyond the all-severing wave of time, and of the symbols 
in which this is expressed. • • pp. 401-416 

CHAPTER XX 

CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS 

Summing up &f the result of the inquiry. The bearing of that result 
on practical life. The nect1ssity of educating the mind of a nation, and 
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the variety essential ~ such education. The leadership required for the 
guidance of the teachers and for the harmony of the~work. Democracy. 
The !leriousness of purpose really apparent since the war. The advan~es of 
the reflective habit. Burke on human nature. The progress in national 
standards. The mind of the State no more stands still than .foes the 
mind of the individual. Its outlook is governed by relF)ivity, The 
principle of relativity teaches us thet there are differel!t orders in which 
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we must be critical of oursel'liBS Then we attempt to bring categories to 
bear. This is a lesson of high unl'ortance for practice. Its value in 
enlarging our outlook on life. • · • , • • pp. 417-427 
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