
In ~· volume the distin-· 
guished authority on folk-lore 
subjects the complex ritual 
and belief co~prehended .in 
the term Sacrifice to a detailed 
critical analysis .in accordance 
with modf.."'n anthropological 
mct!::::::~~ .. ~yith a view to the 
detenrun~of (a) the origins 

r, ..... and funda17lental character of 
"the institution, and the prin­

ciples underlying the ritual as 
a whole; (b) the primary and 
secondary ele~ents .in the cult 
camp~~ ;((c) the ~ain lines of 
developm~t. anci th~.dects 
of the new inovem~n .. 
thought in thefirstmillennium 
B.C. on the anci(..nt law 
of sacrifice While many 
attempts -fia~ been made, 
often w'tth c;onspicucius 

'success, to investigate and 
evaluate various aspects of 
the e:e from the theological, 
historical and psychological 
standpokts, and in particular 
regions, this is the first time 
that the institution as a wLole, 
in' its ~tt~ setting, has been 
brought under review in a 
serarate volume. In ad<iition 
t_srihe complicated question of 
ongins, the higher manifesta­
~ns of sacriJice in Judaism, 
·~istianity and the oriental 
religions are. described, to­
gether with the factors in the 
transfonruition of the ancient 
rites and myd-'....,i::..~o·the sym­
bols of an order of reality trans-

:- .~nding the order o~ nature. 
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PR!FACE 

NoTWITHSTANDING the uniqus position occupied by 
the ritual of sacrifice in. the history of religion, no 
volume exists, I think, which deals exclusively with the 
institution from the ~andpoint of anthropologic;;.l 
research. Innut:aeraf>le '\larks, of course, treat .ade­
qur-tely the various. historl~, philos~l:ical, da_c._ 
t!inal and · devotional ql.festions involved .in the 
~valuation of .sacrificial worship in terms of. validity 
and ultimate retllty, of which mention may be 
made of Dr. Hi~ks's recent investigation of the 
part played by the concept · in the · formative 
period of the Christian religion, ·and the gradual 
departure therefrom, as he believes, with disastrous 
rs~vjts. Again, from an entiuly different angle~. an 
int~resting attempt has been made by Dr. Money~ 
K yrle to explain the meaning of certain varieties of 
sacrifice, and the unconscious impulses "invoked by~ 
them, by the ai!j of the methods of psycho-analysis~ 
Anthropologists, too, have not been slow to produce 
theories to acco'tint for the original conscious mdtives 
which called the ritual into being, and to put on record 
countless instances of the rite from all parts of th~ 
world and in all states of culture. But, so far as I am 
aware, no one has yet undertaken a systematic scientific 
investigation ofthe material as a whole. · 

Of modern regional studies•perhaps the most :9-a~~ ... 
able is the admirable course~ lectures O!J. Sacrifice in I 
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the Old Testament delivered br:fore the University of 
Oxford by my learnep frienc. i1e late George Buchanan 
'Gray, in the capacity bf Speaker-Lecturer. twe can 
never be too thankful that flus manuscript was dis­
covered by Dr. D.-C. Simpson in Gray's stody after his 
sudden death in 1911, ~1d that this invaluable piece of 
research has been made acce~ible to scholars through 
the labours of Dr. T. H. Robinson and his collabora­
tQts in the work of preparil(g the volume for the 
Press. It is to be hopfd that c its c publication will 
c::timulate M~rs with a-§imilar intimate knowledge

1 
of 

particular cultures to produce detailed investigations 
of the in~titution in their own regions. . r 

, In the meantime I have venture~ to step into the 
breach with a· wider survey of ~e numerous rites 
comprehended under the name of Sacrifice, or belong­
ing to the complex of ideas out of which, as it seems 
to me, the institution arose. In· the anthropological 
treatment of a ritual of this character which has~~­
sisted throughout the ages, and undergone a comp~ete 
metamorphosis in the long course of its complex 

chistory, thei:e is a danger of interpreting the final 
: products in terms of crude begin.nings by the simple 

method of overleaping the intervening series of changes 
in thought and ·expression. As Professor Percy 
Gardner has pointed out, it is all too easy to assume, 

Jor example, that the noti~n of a ceremonial eating of 
a divine victim persisted from savage orgiastic rites 
not only into the more civilized pagan mysteries, but 
even into early Christianity. A c~rtain school of 

. ~apologists, he says, " take ancient religion at its 
· lowest, not at its highe~ ievels," regardless of the fact 

• • • • 
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• 
that " while magic and ~aterialism no doubt persisted, 
all the hoble spirits warnd,agains,t them." 1 

To c~unteract this source of error, I have. carried 
the investigation throug! its successive stages to the 
higher ethical manifestations of the ritual in the hope 
of discovering the fu.ndamentat principles inherent in 
the institution as a wht>le, and of determining the 
chief phases of its expr~ssion. In so doing, however, 
I am very conscious of ihe pitfalls awaiting those wl#o 
stray outside th!ir t>wn 3qmain. In these da~s of 
sp~cialization it is only possil:)le normalll/or one ~a. 
tf> speak with anything • approaching a ' voice of 
~uthority on.o:ne subject, and unfortunately•the rite· 
of sacrifice as a ~versal phenomenon belongs to many 
departments of res(i;arch, in most of which I can lay no ' 
sort of claim to first-hand knowledge. • Fo.r instance, 
I am neither an EgyPtologist nor ·an Assyriologist, and 
if I move rather more freely in Biblical studies, there 
~~e,many technical critical queocions here about which . 
I should be very loath to pass an opinion, since any .· 
conclusions I might reach would be based on in­
sufficient knowledge. Clearly, then, a work of thi~ 
character demalids some co-operation wi_th specialists "" 
in their several departments. -

In securing this all-important assistance I hav! been 
singularly fortunate. The advantages of living in 
Oxford are manifold, and not least among them ar- · , 
the unique opportunities afforded for consultation with 
experts in almost any subject. Furthermore, our 
scholars are q~te the most generous people in the 
world,.who unstintingly give•of their time and k<illvr,..... 

l E.R.E., ~ p. Bz. 
·• Vll 
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ledge to any serious student, pven on matters which 
must sometimes · apnear s~(;what trivial ; a quality 
which incidentally is nbt confined to thjs U.tiversity, 
as I have good reason to kn~w. Thus, if I am more 
indebted than I can say to my friend Dr . .A.. M. Black­
man for the amazing amount of trouble he has taken 
in di~ssing with me the Egyptian sections of the 
book, it was Mr. Herbert Loewe, until recently 
UD.iversity Lecturer in Rabb~,ic Hebrew at Oxford, 
and IJ.OW Reader in RabJ:>ihics fn tll.e University of 
Cambridg& ~s Alma Mater), ·who, at the end o{ a 
·very busy term, and while within _the throes of a 
removal, ~ungrudgingly devoted several. mornings t~ 
a discussion of the later Jewish mat;rial. Dr. G. H. 

·Box, Professor Emeritus of Rabbinical Hebrew, .. 
King's College, London, also made several valuable 
suggestions in this connexion. • Professor Percy 
Gardner willingly bestowed upon me his unrivalled 
knowledge. of the Gretek mystery cults, and I h_av~ 
also consulted Dr. J. G. Milne, of the Ashmolean 
Museum, Oxford, concernihg this aspect of the subject. 

e In the diseussion of Babylonian conceptions of sin 
'and atonement, Professor Langdon's61.dvice and help 
have been invaluable, and he most kindly allowed 
me to · see the proofs of his volume on Semitic 
Mythology which was then in the Press. Dr. T. H. 
B.obinson, Professor of Semitic Languages, University 
College, Cardiff, who happened to be lecturing in 
Germany when I consulted him on certain questions 
arising out of the Old Testament e~dence, did not 

~.Qea_inte to place his im!nense learning at my disposal 
on his retur11. to England~ despite many pressing claims 

. . . •... 
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on his time and attention. On the Christian aspect 
of the 'problem, the Orittl irofes~or of the Philosophy 
of the thristian Religion, Dr~ L. · W. Grensted, has 
supplied references and \iven me additional informa­
tion with rtgard to the doctrine of the Atonement ; 
the Rev. J. S. Bezzant, Fell~w ·of Exeter College, 
made several valuable ~ruggestions concerning New 
Testament interpretation, and Dr. Darwell Stone gave 

. me his help and ad~e in Patristic matters. F..6)r 
the main thesis:however~ ~nd any errors which.may 
appear in it, I am alone respcmsible. 
• Finally, it should b~ pointed out that this. yolume 

.could never have been written if that splendiP-army of 
field-workers ha4 not recorded faithfully the actual 
state of things aS~ they have found ·it in operation · 
to-day, or revealed by the spade or the text the hidden · 
secrets of the past: To trace origins and determine 
fundamental principles are. generally better reserved 
fot,:;ubsequent and separate treatment in the study, but • 
those who engage in these tasks should not be un­
mindful of their obligations to the producers of the 
raw material. In the arduous task of proof-reading~. 
once again, I· have to thank my friend the Rev. A. ; 
Mallinson, and my· ever-devoted. wife. 

The dedication is the expression of a debt fhat a 
pupil owes to a master capable of kindling within 
him an ever-increasing enthusiasm for his own de-

. .... 
partment of research which has endured frgm youth 
to middle age. 

E. 0. jAMES. 
OXFORD, 1931· 

ix 



ABBREVI.A TIONS' 

A.A. , American ~hropologist. 
E.R.E. • Encyclopa:dia of Religion and Ethics (Hastings) . 

• G.B. • The Golden Bough (Frazer). 
J.H.S. • Journal of Hellenic Studies. 
].J;..A.I. • Journal of the Roralf\nthroroiogical Institute. 
J.T.St • Journal of Theological Studies. 
~.A.B. ~· ~ports of the Bureau of American Ethnolqgy 

(Washington): • 

X 



CONTENTS 

PREFACE • '· pp.v-ix 

INTRODUCTION 

The initial problem-The wo$1 " primitive " and the search for origin­
The function of rituaP as I revelafion of the intensest emotions of the 
community-Myth in relation to human institutions-The hi:torical 
situation-The evaluation of the literary ~vldence-TtpPylamid Text-~ 
"Iheir purpose to ensure the king a ble!sed immortality-Haphazard arrange­
ment of the complex rituals-The Babylonian king-lists, omen-texts, and 
4'oyal inscriptions-Fragmentary character of the records, ando~e complex 
nature of the texts-~ient literary sources of Greek religion vague and 
uncertain-Definite treatises post-Aristotelian, and not wholly reliable . 
guides-The bulk of the•Hebrew docum~ntary evidence comes from the 
ninth century B.c. and onwards-Complex characte; of· the texts-The 
three sources of the Penta~uch-Deuteronomy and the " historical " books 
of the Old Testament-Mia'ra.rhim-The Wisdom literatuf!:, and the 
Apocalyptic writings-The Synoptic Gospels-The "Four doeument 
hypothesis "-The Fourth Gospel-The Pauline Epistles-Colossians and 
C:.pl::.mans, and the Pastoral Epistles-The~ present position of New Testa­
me~t criticism-The Qur' an a collection of sura.t of very mixed character 
-The relation of Muhammed to· the Qur'an-The Rig-Veda-The 
origin of the hymns-The Sa1111Jeda.t and Yaj~~r~~ea'a.t-The Brahmana Texts 
-The Upanisads-The Zend Avesta-The Pali literau;re-The problen>, 
of the interpretation of the available eviden~ bearing on the present . 
investigation • • • • • • pp. 1-20 

CHAPTER I 

THE BLOOD OFFERENG 

"""' The term " sacrifice " and the question of definition-A preliminary dual 
classification of the material-The significance of blood and the concept of 
soul-substance-Hunting magic and the sacred dance-The relation of the 
symbol to the objec!l or person symbolized-The revivification of the 
dead-The vitali2ing power of blood an~ the Australian IntithiU111a rites-­
The blood-covenant-The social and religious ideas connected witl:i"blood.:: 
ritual and their relation to the institution of sacrifice-Men and animals .. . . ., 

X1 



\~ONTENTS 

alwe a C:O~?D ~ul-aubs~~NaD'f/ism in North America-The 
tutelary Bplnt & Jink Wlth the 1QV1Slble world-The Ainu beat cesemony­
The background of Totcmicm-Thdfuf1damental unity of soul-substance 
of men and animals lies at the r&t of totetnism, transmigration Jad reincar­
nation-The Alcheringa ancestry in Aut~ralia-Totemi~ not the origina­
ting cause of sacrifice-The Freudian thcoty of the origin of sacrifice, and 
its recent modificatiom-The ritual of the blood offerin&goes back to an 
early stage in the food quest prior to the establishment of the later elaborate 
acrificial culture pattern • ~ · ·· • pp. :n-48 

CHAPTER TI 
• VEGETATION RI'IUAII 

~bjecta ~associated with the female principle and generative 
functions rich in sow-substance, and regarded at an early period as symbo]s 
of vitality-The discovety of agriculture directed attention to the maternal 
functions cJE.tbe soil-The development of seasonal rites and agricultural 
ceremonial-The Great Mothet' and bet' ramifications-The age-Ion~ 

. atruggle between life and death in its ritual re~esentation-A complex 
poaitive and negative ceremonial connected with the gathering of the 
first-fruits and of ealing the new crops. The death and resurrection drama 
of impulsion and expulsion-" Out with famine, in with health and wealth ,. 
-The New Year festival-The ritual combat-The Mother Goddess and 
her consort-Ishtar and ;rammuz in relation to irrigation in Mesopotamia-

. The Adonis cult and the Phtygian worship of Attis-Osiris and the Nile­
The agricultural significance ofWhis marriage with Isis-Osiris origini!ly 1 
Culture Hero-The association of the dead king with Osiris-The !olar 
worship in Egypt in relation to the kingship-The deification of Pharaoh 
as the incarnation of the Sun-god-Pharaoh " the living epitome of all that 

J.s divine in the ~ile valley "-The theological theoty of the State in the 
• Pyramid Texts-the Osirianization of the royal ritual-The king in 
· relation to vegetation-The things done to and by'rhe king to secure the 

prospet'ity of the community-Killing the ageing monarch-The cult of 
Nyakang and the Rlx Nemorm.ris-" The Golden Bough "-Modifications 
of the ancient rite of regicide and their relation to the practice of human 
~ • PP·49-77 

CHAPTER ill 

· HUMAN SACRIFICE 

Human sacrifice in Central .unerica-The development of the rite 
~mo~ the Nahua tribes-The Popol Vllh-The relation of Quetzalcoatl to 

the rite-His " place in the sun "..!..The Aztec calendrical rites in connexion . . ... 
X11 



CONTENT~ 
with the growth of the maize-':)he purpo~ of the ri~-J:I~ sacrifice 
characteri1tic of relatively advanced cultures-The distnbution of t~e 
custom-Its place in the Inca Eri\pil-Hunw.n sacrifice for the crops m 
West Mri~l and among the I\wnee-1,_e offering of the "Meriah" 
among the Khond! in Bengal-Tlese sanguinary rites connected with the 
revivification of the gods responsible for the well-being of society. 

pp. 78-100 

CHAPTER IV 

HEAD-HUNTING AND CANNIBALISM 

The head a seat of so-.1-sul:.ttJ~ The potency of the head in promoti!g 
the growth of the crops-Head-hunting in Borneo and Assam assdciated 
with the productivity of the soil-Plantingt111d reaping s~ot>\ the princi~ 
occasions of these escapades-The .eschatological interpretation of the 
ri~-The sacramental eating of the head of the victim prompted by a 
desire to imbibe the qualities of the deceased by consuming p soul-sub­
:tance-Ritual cannibalism-The motive of vengeance a later phase of 
anthropophagy-The ~hal banquet and the blood-covenant. 

pp, IOI-Il.2. 

CHAPTER V 
MYSTERY CULTS 

• • 
S~al solidarity and the covenant idea deeply laid in human society-

Initiation into the ceremonial life of the tribe-The rites usually involve 
tests of endurance, a ritual combat, a death and rebirth symbolism, instruc­
tion, lustrations, and sometimes a sacred meal-The reLttion of initiation 
rites to the coronation ceremony-Secret Societies in North America- • 
The Grand Medicine S8ciety of the Ojibwa and the Pawnee Hako ceremony 
-The growth of mystery cults in the Gra:co-Roman world-The quest for 
immortality-The Eleusinia-The preparation of the votaries-A. sacred 
marriage and the reaping of an ear of com may have occurred at the supreme 
moment in the initiation--The evidence does not warrant the conclusion 
that Demeter was a com totem with whom the neophytes entered into mystic 
relations in a sacramental meal-An orgiastic communion may have beelf"':: 
part of the Thraco-Phrygian worship of Dionysos in early time&-The mystic 
character of the later Orphic rites-The fusion of the mortal with the 
divinity in the Attis-Cybele ritual-The TQJ/roboli11-The union of the 
novice with the deitl in the Isis mysteries-Syncretism and the highly. 
artificial character of the evidence make it impossible to disentangle the _ 
original elements in the Greek mystery religions-Mithraism and the !arJ.y · 
Christian Fathers • • • • •. • • . • pp. IJ3-141 ...• , 

Xlll 



\"::ONTENTS 

I 

CHAPTE~ VI . ,. . 
SACRAMENT ANif &.\CRIFI~E IN CHRISTIANITY 

. , 
The mystery significance of initiatio! into the Chri:tian Church-The 

Pauline theology of baptism and Gra:co-Roman parallels-The Church 
essentially the New Israel, and the immediate antl.'cedents of the 
Christian sacrament are to be 11<11ght in Judaism-Jewish proselyte baptism, 
and the ritual of lustrations-The Rabbinical evidence of the Tannaitic 
period-The Johannine baptism in Jdrdan not a Levitical purificatory 
lustration, or regenerative bath-The theory of Josephus and the Marean 
evidence-The earliest Christian authority (Q) seems to represent the 
II!ssion of the Baptist as apocalyptic and Uessianic-The relation of John 
to the,Essencs-Essenism a movement'f>robab1'y Je"llish in origin but having 
incorporated various elements from extraneous sources-Foreign influences 
~Judaism at 'lliaA:ginning of the Christian era-Hellenic culture in Pales­
tine, and its relation to proselyte baJ>tism, and the Essene and Jobanniqe 
rites-The nature of Galilean Judaism-Christ and His early environment~ 
The baptis'to-of Jesus-Its Messianic significance as a seal for entrance intr,_ 
the kingdom of God-The Pauline doctrine, and t!te complex personality of 

. the Apostle-Paulinized Christianity a new synthesis-Its development as a 
spiritualized mystery religion-The relation ofWthe Eucharist to mystery 
sacramentalism-The origin of the rite-An established institution by 
about A.D. ss-The Last Supper probably oc.urred on Nisan I4-The 
character of the meal-The possibility of it having been a new J.(jJJN.rb 
introducing a new division of time-The equation of Jesus with the Paschal 
lamb-The sacrificial significance of " the Blood of the Covenant "-The 
development of the Eucharist •as a sacramental drama in the mystery of 
the optu retiemptionit-The Agape-" Do this in remembrance of M! "­
The Eucharistic sacrifice in the Early Church-The bloodless oblation­
The development of the liturgical Eucharistic drama as a repetition of the 

einitial sacrifice • • • • • • • • • pp. I 42.-I 8 3 

CHAPTER VII 

PROPITIATION AND ATONEMENT 

The primitive conception of good and evil-The anger of mortal goda--:-
~tual defilement and its removal-The idea of propitiation. and the 

offering of life to preserve life-The Paschal ritual-Atonement in the 
cuneiform texts-A Sumerian penitent-Ritual holiness and the prayer to 
lshtar-The " curse of Eridu "-T.VIpp-The trantcrence of evil and the 
ritual of the scapegoat-The Hebrew /eippn--The goat assigned to Azazel 
~ t~ Day of Atonement rites-& The identification of Az~el-The origin 

and significance of the Day of Atonement ritual-The As/Jam and Hatllllb­
The primitive ba,kground of the p1>st-Exilic sacrificial system-The Mishnaic .. . . 

XIV 



CONTENT# 

conception of atonement-The ~ea of m:diation in Hebre~ thought­
The scapeioat ritual tended to take oier a substitutionary character in the 
Mishna tra\t Yoma-The Servant Sagl and th11 Christian notion of atone­
ment-The ~uffering Servant palsages in beutero-Isaiah-The Synoptic 
eqtiation of the Son• of Man and Da\idic King with the Suffering Servant­
The authenticity and significance of St. Mark x. 44-The Pauline doctrine 
of the atonemeat-The subsequent development of "transactional'' 
theories based on the notion of ransom-T~ Anselmic distinction between 
" satisfaction " and the infliction of penalty-The " penal theory " of the 
Reformers, and the modern attemplt to restate the doctrine--The revival of 
the Abelardian hypothesis-The theology of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
more in line with the institution of sacrifice as a whole since the shedding of 
blood is represented as a gift o\ life liberated through the death of the 
victim. • · ~ .• • pp. 181-uo 

CHAPTER VIII 

PRIESTHOOD AND THE ALTAR 

Sacerdotal intervention'deeply rooted in the institution of,sacrifice--An 
organized mediatorial priest!tood belongs to the later stages of the ritual­
The priest and the magician-Magic and religion different psychological 
approaches to the sacred-<ln primitive society the worker of magic is 
normally a private practitioner engaged in uttering spells and mystic for­
muLe-The notion of mana-No evidence of a godless age in which the 
magician alone held sway-Public ritual directed to powers superior to 
fnlll to secure abundance and prosperity-lain-making a· religious cere­
mony..LThe term "magico-religious "-The transmission of the priesdy · 

. office-The conception of baralea in Morocco and its relation to the Sultan 
and his community-Baralea and mana, though more or less impersonal in 
character, are closely related to a personal being-The tran;mission of this 
quality gives efficacy to e_riesdy ministrations-The. king, like the priest, is 
not the lineal successor '8f the magician, being himself divine--The royal 
priesthood exercising its functions by virtue of its peculiar relationship 
with the gods-Divine potency and soul-substance--The special relation 
of the priest to the supernatural order may involve ecstatic intercourse with 
the spirit world-Shamanism-Sacerdotal and psychic powers often 
intimately connected-Divination and Prophetism-In Babylonia the bar#, 
or soothsaying priest, sought the aid of the sun-god by means of the liver, 
an organ rich in soul-substance--The Hebrew J:Dbin the pre-Exilic equivalent 
of the b~ The priesthood in Israel developed round the sacred ark which· 
was probably regarded a\ charged with divine soul-substance, and therefore 
an instrument of divination-The development of the carefully regulated 
cen.tralized hierarchy at Jerusalem from a loose system of guardians of 1~ 
shrines-The sons of Zadok and the Aaronic order-The Levitical priest­
hood-The place and function of Moses • in the hietllfcl.tr-The royal • • 

XV 



''CONTENTS 

priesthood in Israel-The offi~ of High friest after the Exile-The Temple 
worship and the fire-altar-The mypticaf re-interpretation of the ritual­
The Christian hierarchy II!f'<ielled dJ. the Jewish pattern in {ne second 
century A.D.:-The growth of tte priesthCod stimulated by the slruggle with 
Gnosticism-The decline of the Empie and the triuruph ot Christianity 
facilitated the transference of the Imperial system to the ecclesiatical author.. 
ity-The position of Ca:sar in Ancient Rome-Pontif~ Maximm-The 
priest-king in the Middle Ages? • pp. 2:n-254 

CHAPTER IX 
(' 

THE INSTITUTION'> OF 5-ACRCi:FICE 

,.._ The fun~tal character oi.the institution of sacrifice-The destruction 
of the victim incidental in the process of the liberation of the life-The 
primary and secondary motives of the ritual-Sacrificial bargaining with the 
gods-'J'k~ idea of substitution-The systematization of redemption in 
Israel-The attitude of the Hebrew prophets to sacrifice-The effects \>f 
the Exile on the ritual-The function of Ezekiel, the priest-prophet­
The Deutero-Isaiah-The work of Ezra anc£ his successors in the re­
evaluation of the institution-The destruction of the Temple and symbolical 
interpretation-The Rabbinical attitude to sacnvce in the Tannaitic period­
The influence of Christianity on the rite-The Pauline conception of the 
Sacrifice of Christ-The symbolism of the •• Lamb of God " and the 
Eucharistic offering-The place of sacrifice in higher Grreco-Roman 
thought-No serious attcmp~madc to reconcile Greek philosophical meta-

• physics with popular religious practice prior to Nco-Platonism and £brlst­
ianity-Indian philosophy never broke away from- religion-Sacrifice in 
Hindu ritual-The notion of ria and the sacred fire-Sacrifice in the Brab­
mtiiiiJ.I and the. Vpanisadr-The .Alman-The Zoroastrian: reaction against 
sacrifice-The ritual foreign to the metaphysical philosophy of Buddhism­
The Mahayana compromise-The ethical movemet.t in China. Lao-tse and 
Confucius-The sacrificial worship of the Supreme Emperor at the winter 
solstif:e by his earthly son-Taoism as a ritual cultus in the popular religion 
-The survival and persistence of the ancient ritual order. The problem of 
re-interpretation and transvaluation • pp. 2 S 5-290 

BmuoG&APHY . ' 
INDEX. 

0 

xvi 



INDE){ 
• 

A .t. 
'Adonia, the Greelr!cult of, 65. 133 

Agape, the, and its connexion with 
c.the .f.ucharist, 174--S 

Agriculture, its discoveit\_<md con~ 
nexion with 'the matemal 
functions of the soil, s 2-6 

seasonal rituals and human sattrl­
fices connected with. H-73, 7f, 
84-100, 103-8, 119, 191 

«- potency pf the human head ill:;" 
' 102-f!· 

Aniipa1s. their mysti(, relation to 
man, 34-42 c 

~loyment of as sacrificial sub­
·atitutes,~J86, 189, 19fr8, 203-s 

Atonement, primitive idea of, 184-8 
and the semitic ritual of the 

scapegoat, 19fr2os 
orism 11\ld significance of the 

jewish Day of, 2QI-S 
the Mishnaic conception of, 2os-6 
the Christian noti"n of, aor8 
the Pauline doctrine of, 212-13 
..Pnis~ transactional doctrine 

·• of, 213-14 • 
· the Anselmic and penal theories 

of, 214-IS C' . 
• Attia, the Greek.~£. 6s, uo-1, 

133-s ~ 

Aztecs, sun worshi!S of the, 8o-i:, 91-3 
human sacrifice as practised by 

the, 80o-93, 99, 109-10 
• • 

• B 
Babylonia, ancient liteclry sources 

of, 6-7 •• 
· New Year festival in, 61-2 · o 

the cult of Tammuz and Ishtar in, 
62--4~ 73. 193. 19~ 

divination by the priests cf, 2 3 8 
Baptism, origins of Christian, 142-64 

Pauline theology of, 142-3, 16o 
Jewish, 14'_,-7, IH-4 
81 instituted by John the Baptist, 

147--9. ISo-1 • 
of Jesus, Messianic significance of, 
(·1Sr8 ,.. 

Baraka, the conception of in 
Morocco, 227-30 

Batiffol, P., -t'fS 
Bezzant, Rev. J. S., ix 
Blackman,pr. A. M., viii, 68, 72 
Blood, significance an\.1 vitalizing 
• power of, 21-4, lern 

atonement by, in the Hebrew 
ritual, 199 . 

Blood-covenant, tigni£icancc of the, • 
H-4. III 

Blood-offering, 81 the origin of 
sacrifice, 48, 177 (' 

box, Dr. G. H., viii 
Brrasted, Dr. J. H., 6 
Buchler, Dr. A., 2os 
Budge, Sir E. Wallis, 66 

. Burckhardt, J •• 143 

c 
£ampbell, 1. M~Leod, us 
Cannibalism, prompted by desi(e to 

imbibe 'the(' so~-substance, 
t 108-u ~ 
Chambers: Prof., 178--9 
Christianity, ancient literary sovrccs"'"· 
• of, 1i""14 ~ ... 

sacrament and sacrifice in, 142--8 3, 
26i>-7o, 288 

as a mystery nt:igion, 142, 164 
origins ~f baptism in, 142-64 
as an «>utcome of Galilean Juda-

ism, IH-7 . 
e£¥ ct of Pauline theology upon, 
IS~4 

development of as a spiritualized 
mystery• religion, 163 

and the ideas of mediation and 
atonement,2ofr8,21o-2o 

developmEnt of the priesthood of, 
24,_H Gn .. 

a!C the Stru';;6le with OSUCISID, 

~I . ' 
Circumcision, as a sign of covenant 

among the Jews, 117, 145, 146, 
~S3 ~ 

Codrington, R. H., u6 £,. 
Confucius, the tbchings of, 284-6 

310 



INDEX 

Com mothers, their placJ in agri-
cultural ceremonial, 12.-6 • 

Cumont, F., IH 
Curtiss, S. I., I88 t 
Czaplicka, Miss M.A., 2.~2. 

• ~ 

' .. 
First-fruits, ritual bf, s 6, 86 

4nd the Eucharist, I76-7 
Foucart, G., 71 

.Frazer, Sir James G., author of 
' The Golden Bot1gh, 2., so, 6o, 73, 

75. 76, 98-9, 108, UCJ-30, I89, 

D 
Dale, R. ~ .• 2.11, u6 
Dalman. G., I66 

2.21, 2.2.2., 2.2.3 " • . 
• Preud, ~s theo7 of the origin of 

~ri.6.ce; 4-\-7 

Demonology, rites ot propitiation 
connected with, I87--93 

and the ~emitic sca{:tgoat, I97-
2.oo • • • • • 

Dill, s., I 3S . 
Dionysos, Thraco-Phrygtan wor­

ship of, uS-n 
• compared with" Osiris, 12.9-30 

Divination, the practice of, 2.37--9 

E • 
Egypt, ancient literary sources~. 

thl"'!lt of Osiris and Isis in, 61-
73, IH-8 

solar theology of, 7~3. 2.2.9-30 
use of incense in, 2.47• 

Eleus~an mystery, origin ana 
1ntual ~f, Iu-~. I 32.-3 

Essenism, regar<kd as a Palestinian 
. •syncr(:tism, I49'1fO t 

possible influence of otl Joha the 
.Baptist, I~~I, IS4 

influence of Hillenic 4jllture op, 
I12.-4 

Eucharist, the, possible par&lels in 
the mystery calits, I 64-1 · 

origins of, ~66-78 ! 
probable date and natuac of the 

Last Supper, 166-73 • 
its development as a sac~cial 

drama, 173, 178-83 
its connexion wit~ the Agape, 

I74-s 
as an offering of first-fruirs, 176-

7 . 
salient features of slft:rifice in the 

liturgy of, I78-83 
symbolism of, 2.6h 

F 
Farnell. Dr. L. R., I 3~ 
Jlr.mal'e principle, objcct1 auociatcd 

with the, 49-11 

G 
'r p . a ... 

1 Gardner._l'roi. ercy, VI, vw 
Gaster, ur. Mt, 2.63-5 
Glover, Dr. T. R., :n6 
C?py, George Buchanan, vi, I90 
Ctteece, ancient literary sources of, 

7-8 • 
• the cult of Adonis and Attis in. 

6s, uo, IH-1 -
mystery CJlts of, uo-3s 
iPjluence of in Palestine, I42.-3, 

1p-3, .IH-7 . 1 attitude towards s¥:rifice itr the; 
literature of, 2.71-4, 2.87 

Grensted, Dr. L. W • ix 

• 
Harding, H. t:., 188 . 
Harrison, Miss Jane, 129 
Head, tl!e, as 1a · seat of soul-sub- · 

stance, 2.7, 101-3, 106-7, 108-II 
its pot~cy in prom«ing rhf 

• growth of crops, 102-8 
Head-hunting, its association with 

the f~t~~f the soil, 102-8 . · • 
Headlam, Qr. 'A. €., IB, ISS 
Hebrews, the G>istle to the, date 

and authorship of, 217 
sacrificial aspects of the theo-

lwzy of, 217e9, 2.67 
Hepding, H., 13~ 
Hicks, Dr .• F. C. N., v • 
Hinduism, literature of, IS-IS 
Hoca!t, A.M., u6-I7, 219, 2.68 
flooke, Prof. ·s. H., 2.46 
Hose, Dr. C., I04-S 
Hunting magic, 2.4-7 
Hutton.-J. H., Io2., I01 

I • 

• 

1m Thum, Sir E. F., H-S 
Incas, s~-worship and human 

sacrifice as · practised by •the, 
• 94-6, 99 



INDEX 
\ 

• India, ancict1t' rdfgious writings of, 
1J-19,a74-9 { 

rite of Sati in. 100 

fire altar ritual in. ~6 • 
philosophy and religion in. 274-9, 

dl-4 
Inge, Very Rev., W. R •• Dean of St. 

Paul's, 270, a$~ • 
, Initiation, tribal celemonies of'. 113-

17 ~ . 
and secret societies, II J-19 
u.J th~t mystery cuk.s~ ao-41 
mystery significance or,;. in thet. 

Christian ChurOJ, 14a-3 
io the liturgy of the Eucharist, 

179 c 
and priesthood, 2~o-7 r 

lsaiah. ~ the •• Suffering Servant " 
.- paaaag~ io the book of;-· 

ao8-11J 
Ish~. Sumerian cult o" 6a-4, 195 
Isia, Egyptian cult of, 6•-70, 

~3J-B 
lslam.li!U&bne of. 14-IS 

• J 

t K 
Kennett. Dr. R. H., 2oo-1, 2# 
Khon6a. human sacrifice practised 

by tht, 97-9 
Kin.,gs. t~eit relation to the pros­

perity of the comm~. 73-6, 
• 99, 197-B 

• ritual killing of, 76--7, 9? 
divine potency of, a29-30 
divine rigQ/ of, 2~4 

Kohler. K .• 149 

S L ,. 
:take, Dr. K .• 16o 
Lang, Andrew, 129 
Langdon, Prof. S. H .• viii, 62, li4, 

197. 198 . • 
Levin, Miss M .• ~6 
Lietzmann, H .• 172, 174 
Literary sources, 1, s-19 < 
l.oewe, Herbert. viii, 171 
Ltytar cults, Aztec rites connected 

with, Bs, 191 
and the Jewish Pusonr. 190'-Z 

James, Mn.-E. ~.is 
Jerusalem, sacrificia.l. 'lliiOI'IIbip io the ]("_agic, ancf hunting, ~-7 

temple at, a4s-8 early pre-thei(ti.c age of, u1 e 
Jevons, Dr. F. B .• 1(6--7 • and religiOO: u~-8 • 
John the Baptist. the mission and C' workers o~ io primitive tim.ea, 

• baptJ~ of, 147-9. ISJ-8 c.u-,f . 
• possibly influenced by EsSil'l- Maitland, F. W., a . r 

ism. ISo-1 1-falinows~ Prof. B .• 4-s. 46. U3 
Judaism, liteniture ~o Mallinson'; Rev. A., ix . 

• and the theory ol."' sacrifice, 211 Marett,0 Dr. R. R.. 183, 184 
217-67, a87 • McDougall. W., t~-s 

and proselyte baptism. 14~-7,1P Mercer, Ht C., 78-9 · 
foreign influences in. ISJ-7 Messiani6: hope, the doubtful identi~ 
llaC!liiiiental significance vl the fi~tion Of io the saga of Isaiah. 

covenant idel in. 153 · . ~8-10 . 
Galik:ant and its influence on the Metempsychosis, doctrine of, toi-9 

teachings of Jesus, 114-7 M~co, ori~ of ~~tion in. 78 
Paschal ritual of, t88-9a '- Milne. Dr. j:G .• Vll1 
and demonology, 189-90 · c Mithraism, rites of, 138-9 
the Kapegoat ritual of. 196--liot early counterpart of the ChristiaD 
the idel of mediation in. ao6-9 . Euc~t in. I 38-9, 140 
development of the priestbood of, Moberl:;r, R. C., us, a16 

238-49 . Mon(.-.·Krrle~r .• v, 4J-6 
the place of Moses iii the hier- Mooney, J., 39'"40 

archy ofra4o-2 Morocco. the conception of baraka 
~ Caotraliz.atioo of at Jeruaalem, ~3, in, ZZJ-~0 

24,-8 ' • M08e8, his place and function in the 
presct~t etatc of the prleathood of. • hierarchy of Israel, a4o-a " c.,., . 

(Z.B-9 ' . r Modey. Dr. J. X:.,~~ 
p1. 



INDEX 

Mystery cults, 12.<>-41 • . Rashdall, Dr. H., ns!.16, I 

based on death and resuuoct1on &f R!~urrection, the drama of death 
a divine hero, uo, IH,J40 and, 61-73 

primarily mystical and fmotional Ritual, its functions in the com-
in appeal, I ~9 ' munity, 3-s. 2'5 

sure fOpe of immortaliiy off6red importance of in the history of 
by, l39-40 . 

0 
religion, z89 ., • 

baptism in, 142.-~, 159 lliv~rs.z W. H. !·J tos-6 
• euchar\stic element in, 164-5 • Robiu!on, Dr. Tl H., vi 
Myth, its relation to primitive cui- Rogers, Prof. c.: 146 

ture ' • Roheim, G., n 1 
' N · Rome, dev~pment of tje Cb.lrch 

Naber, S. A., 149 I 
Narcotics, u~ of ir.hacrificW an~ 

initiatory rites, 236-7 . 

0 
·Orphic rites, myst~c character of the, 

13<>-3 ' . 
01iris, worship of in Egypt, 6s-n. 

13tJo.\ . e 
compared with the Greek 

Dionysos, t:19-30 • 

p 

Paschal ritual, equation of with the 
Last Supper, 172.-4 

propitiatory nature of,•188-9a • 
possible lunar <Wgnificance ot, 

'r9o-2. • • •. 
Pawnees, human &acrifice amonga 

•• the, 96-7 • • • 
• Perry, Dr. W. J., 2~9 
, PersTa, Zoroastrianism in, 2.79-80 

.. Priesthood, media~rial interventio\t 
· of in sacrificial ritual, uc 

transmission qf the personal 
quality of baraka in ti,e, u9-30 

and the pra~tice of divh\\tion and 
· · prophetism, 237-9 

development of in Israel, \.. 8-49 
Propitiation, primitive idea of~84-

8 
as an essential attri!lute of sacri­

fice, 19~-J 
in Sumerian ritual texts, 193-9 

• Q • Quetzalcoatl, and h•WWt aaCjlifice, 
81-~ 

Aztec cult of, 84 

R 

, of, ;f1-4 
position of C!zsar in, 2. s 2-3 · 

s 
~Jcramental covenant, the, as ex­

. pressed in ceremonies ~ initia-
.. tion, llJ-zO P • 

·in the mystery cults, 12<>-41 
Sacrifice, ddibition of the term, u, 

z~() f. · 
the Freudian theory of the s;Pgin 

of, 45-7 · • . 
human, in Central America, 78-

96, 99, 1~1<' 
in West Afnca, 96 
among the Flwneas, 96-7, 99 
among . \be Khonds, 97-8 
primarily directed to the growth. 

o'ctoM 99 
in ancient Palestine, 191-2 

first occy.rrence of the tgm in the . 
. • Christian Church, 17G • 

the bestowal of life as the primary 
p~~ 178,186, zss-6, a86 

salient feanael Qf in the liturgy oi 
the Eutharist, 173-80 

negative aspects of the ritual of, 
184, 2S7 . 

saceJ:dotal intervention in the 
· rifual of, u~ 

·fundamental charact~ of the 
institu\ion of, ass, z88 

Hdtrew attitude towards, 257-67 
• influence of ·Christianity on the 

idea of, z66-7o 
place of in higher Gra:~Roman 

. t1lought, 2.7o-4 
in the Indian religions, 274-9 
in Zoroastrianism, 2.79-80 
in Buddhism, 28 ,_..4 :-
in Taoism and Confucianisiii, 

28...,6 
-..B.Un-!Wtin&, reli&ious ceremony of,. remarkable vitality of tbc ins~itu-
.-r- u.s-6 - - tion of, a89 



INDEX 

' •Sacrifice--t~ml. c • 
the problem of the re-interprcla­

tion of, ~89-90 
St. Paul, theology and complex per-, 

sonality of, t 5 8-63, 267-8 
his interpretation of Christianity 

a.s . a espiri~talized mystery re­
hglon, 163 · . • 

his concept oft~ Eucharist, In-
8 t 

his doctrine of the atonement, 
'2u-u ~ .. 

his interpretation of tlie. sacrifice• 
· of Christ, 268 • . 

Scapegoat, the ritual of the, I96-2p5 
Schiirer, E., I 52 f 
Schweitzer, A.,. 170, ut • 
Secret lucieties, rituals of, II 7-20 
i'eligman, Dr. C. G., 73, 74, 225-6r 
Shamanis~nature of, 231 · 

ritual of initiation colnected with, 
~33-4 • . 

prephetic and sacerdotal functions 
of, 234-1 

Simpson, Dr. D. C., vi 
Smith, Prof. Gt Elliot, zz 
Smythe, R. E., 28 

· Stone, Dr. Ihrwelt, ix 
Sun, worship of, in llgypt, 1o-2, 

229-30 
by the Aztecs, 8¥, 9o-~ 

. by other South American races, 
93-6r 

T 
1\nlmuz, the Sumerian cult of, 62-4 
TaoisJC, a popular religion, as a 

ritudcultus, ~84, 286 
Thompson, E. H., 79 
. Totemisn\ 42-8 · " 

.its relation to trabsmig.C:.tion and 
, reincarnation. 44-5 ' • Tylor,.Sir Edward B., 2 • 

• v 
Vegetatio~ its significance in ritual, 

4~ ,. • 
• and the prmciple 6f the Great 

Mother, 54, 62-6, 92 
seasonal rituals connected with, 

J2-J3, 84 • 
connexion of the Christian 

Eucharist with the ritual of, 
• I77 ~ 

w 
wfter, revivifying and purifying 

powers of, 62-4, 66-70, 194-6 
West Mrica, human sacrifice in. 9() 
Westermarck, Dr. E., 98, I8J · 
Wissler, Dr. Clark, 236 

• • .z 
Zimmem, H.,'t96r • • 

;zoroastrianiSW. attitude of toward 
.,acrifite, n9-80 . -

. · Printed ,; Oreal Britain b11 -
' B~ Wa18on c1o veru,, Lid., .£ondtm 111141 Arluburv • . . 


