In dfuja volume the distin-
guished authority on folk-lore
subjects the complex ritual
and belief comprehended in
the term Sacrifice to a detailed
critical analysis in accordance
with modén anthropological
m with a view to the
demof (@)theorigins
~and fundamental character of
Mthe institution, and the prin-
ciples underlying the ritual as
a whole ; (%) the primary and
secondary elements in the cult
complex;(¢) the main lines of
developmelt, and the<ffects
of the new movem&Mwiin -
thought in thefirstmillenaium
" B.C. on the ancient law
of sacrifice... While many
attempts” have been made,
often with conspicuous
‘success, to investigate and
evaluate various aspects of
the gire from the theological,
historical and psychological
standpoints, and in particular
regions, this is the first time
at the institution as a whole,

in its peleuryl setting, has been
brought under review in a
separate volume. Inaddition
tqyhe complicated question of
ongins, the higher manifesta-
'@ns of sacrjfice in Judaism,
Curistianity and the oriental
religions are described, to-
gether with the factors in the

transformdtion of the ancient .

rites and mytbsdsio-the sym-
bols of an order of reality trans-
* .cending the order of nature.
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PRRFACE

NOTWITHSTANDING the unique position occupied by
the ritual of sacrifice ime the history of religion, no
volume exists, I think, which deals exclusively with the
institution from the standpoint of anthropological
tresearch. Innurlerable wotks, of coutse, tteat ade~
quately the various historital, philosgplical, do,c-.
trinal and - devotional -qdestions involved in the
evaluation of sacrificial worship in terms of.validity
and ultimate reglity, of which mention may- be
made of Dr. Higks’s recent mvesti'gation of the
part played by the concept in the formative
petiod of the Christian religion, -and the gradual
departure therefrom, as he believes, with disastrous
results. Again, from an entitely different angle, an
intcresting attempt has been made by Dr. Money-
Kyile to explain the meamng of certain varieties of
sactifice, and the unconscious impulses *invoked by,
them, by the aid of the methods of psycho-analysis.
Anthropologists, too, have not been slow to produce
theories to account for the original conscious mdtives
which called the ritual into being, and to puton record
countless instances of the rite from all parts of the,
wotld and in all states of culture. But, so far as I am
awate, no one has yet undertaken a systematic scientific
investigation of the material as a whole.

Of modern regional studies*perhaps the most gqt;
able i is the admirable coutse Of lectures on Sacrifice in ,
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the Old Testament delivered brfore the University of
Ozxford by my learned friend the late George Buchanan
'Gray, in the capacity of Speaker-Lectuger. ‘We can
never be too thankful that ¢his manuscript was dis-
covered by Dr. D. C. Simpson in Gray’s study aftet his
sudden death in 1922, 4ad that this invaluable piece of
tesearch has been made accessible to scholars through
the labours of Dr. T. H. Robinson and his collabora-
tars in the wotk of preparipg the volume for the
Press. It is to be hopgd that" its publication will
ctimulate 8tkers with a»$imilar intimate knowledge, of
particular cultures to produce detailed investigations
of the institution in their own regions. . .
In the meantime I have ventured to step into the

" breach with a’ wider survey of the numerous tites
comprehended under the name of Sacrifice, ot belong-
ing to the complex of ideas out of which, as it seems
to me, the institution arose. In the anthropological
treatment of a ritual of this chatacter which has pet-

. sisted throughout the ages, and undergone a complete
metamorphosis in the long course of its complex
chistory, thete is a danger of interpreting the final
" products in terms of crude beginnings by the simple
method of ovetleaping the intervening series of changes
in thought and expression. As Professor Petcy
Gardner has pointed out, it is all too easy to assume,
Aor example, that the notion of a ceremonial eating of
a divine victim persisted from savage orgiastic rites
not only into the more civilized pagan mysteries, but
even into eatly Christianity. A clrtain school of
_«atkropologists, he says,  take ancient religion at its
- lowest, not at its higheﬁ‘jevels,” regardless of the fact
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that  while magic and materiali.sm no doubt persisted,
all the hoble spirits warradsagainst them.” ?

To cunteract this source of etror, I have, carried -
the mvestlgatlon through its successive stages to the
higher ethicsl manifestations of the ritual in the hope
of discovering the fundamenta principles inherent in
the institution as a whele, and of determining the
chief phases of its exptession. In so doing, however,

I am very conscious of ¢he pitfalls awaiting those who
* stray outside thir dwn Uomain. In these dags of
specialization it is only poss1b1e normallyfor one ma»
to speak with anything ®approaching a’voice of
authority on one subject, and unfortunatelyethe rite -
of sacrifice as a unjversal phenomenon belongs to many
departments of resgarch, in most of which I can lay no’
sort of claim to first-hand knowledge. For instance,

I am neither an Egyptologist nor an Assyriologist, and
if I move rather more freely in Biblical studies, there
are many technical critical questions here about which -
1 'should be very loath to pass an opinion, since any
conclusions I might reach would be based on in- .
sufficient knowledge. Cleatly, then, a Work of this
chatacter demands some co-operation with specxahsts :
in their several departments.

In securing this all-impostant assistance I havé been _
singulatly fortunate. The advantages of living in-
Oxford are manifold, and not least among them arg |
the unique opportunities afforded for consultation with
experts in almost any subject. Furthermore, our
scholats are qeite the most generous people in the

wortld,.who unstintingly give‘of their time and kepgw>-
' 1 ER.E, 1x' p- B2.
vil
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ledge to any serious student, gven on matters which
must sometimes appear somewhat trivial ; a quality
which incidentally is not confined to thjs Unlversity,
as I have good reason to kndw. ‘Thus, if I am mote
indebted than I can say to my friend Dr. A. M. Black-
man for the amazing afnount of trouble he has taken
in discussing with me the Egyptian sections of the
book, it was Mr. Herbert Loewe, until recently
Uaiversity Lecturer in Rabbigic Hebrew at Oxford,
and snow Reader in Rabpihics in the University of
€Cambridge ¢his Alma Mater), who, at the end of 2
‘very busy term, and while within the throes of a
temovaly ;ungrudgingly devoted several mornings to,
a discussion of the later Jewish matgrial. Dr. G. H.
‘Box, Professor Emeritus of Rabbinical Hebrew,
King’s College, London, also made several valuable
suggestions in this connexion.” Professor Percy
Gardner willingly bestowed upon me his unrivalled
knowledge-of the Greek mystery cults, and I have
also consulted Dr. J. G. Milne, of the Ashmoltan
Museum, Oxfotd, concernihg this aspect of the subject.
o In the discussion of Babylonian conceptions of sin
" and atonement, Professor Langdon’s advice and help
have been invaluable, and he most kindly allowed
me tdb see the proofs of his volume on Semitic
Mythology which was then in the Press. Dr. T. H.
Robinson, Professor of Semitic Languages, University
College, Cardiff, who happened to be lecturing in
Germany when I consulted him on certain questions
arising out of the Old Testament evidence, did not
~kesjtate to place his iminense learning at my disposal
on his return to Eng!and:'.despite many pressing claims
viii
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on his time and attenton. On the Christian aspect
of the Rir‘oblem, the Oriol ?rofesgor of the Philosophy
of the Thristian Rehgxon Dr. L. W. Grensted, has
supplied references and Yiven me additional informa-
tion with regard to the doctrine of the Atonement ;
the Rev. J. S. Bezzant, Felléw'of Exeter College,
made several valuable suggestions concerning New
Testament interpretation, and Dr. Darwell Stone gave
.me his help and advige in Pattistic matters. For
~ the main thesis,"however, and any errors which, may
appeart in it, I am alone responsible.
* Finally, it should be pointed out that this. volume
could never have been written if that splendigrarmy of
feld-workers had not recorded farthfully the actual
state of things as they have found it in operation’
to-day, or revealed by the spade ot the text the hidden -
secrets of the past. To trace otigins and determine
fundamental principles are-generally better reserved
for;,gubsequent and sepatate treatment in the study, but’
thdse who engage in these tasks should not be un-
mindful of their obligatiofis to the producers of the
raw material. In the arduous task of pioof-reading,,
once again, I have to thank my friend the Rev. ‘A, -
Mallinson, and my ever-devoted wife.

The dedication is the expression of a debt that a
pupil owes to a master capable of kindling thhm
him an ever-increasing enthusiasm for his own de;

a.

partment of research which has endured from youth
to middle age.

E. O. Jamss.

OxFoRD, 1932,
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