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PREFATORY NOTE 

THE purpose of the following pages is to give a 
popular account of the nature of goodness in human 
life. They are not specially addressed to the 
philosophical student, but to the wider public 
interested in the subject : for lf!toraL]hllosophy is \ 
the quest of a few, but morality:_is every man's affair .. I 
Nor is the book an essay in casuistry. Cases of 
conduct are infinite in number, and hardly two of 
them are the same; general rules fit them awkwardly. 
Butlinorality_is a_~pirit manifested in !if~, !_!Ot a bodyj 
of rulesj and this point of view is marked by the 
title The Moral Life. 

W. R. S. 
September 1011. 
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