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PREFACE

Kthics like Polities: is a. subjeet in which every
‘Dbody takes interest and considers himself something
of an expert. It is difficult to write anything new
and startling on such a subject. Moral truths,
indeed, are as old as the human race itself, but
every age has its own peeuliar problems and it Is
to adapt the old truths to the new conditions that
we have to examine them again and again in the
light of n>w experience. In the words of Goethe,
‘“Bverything that is wisc has been thought aiready ;
we ean only try to think it one> more.”’

The object of writing this book is to point
out the defficiencies of the Indian character and the
directions in whieh it oughl to bhe improved. Itis
not enough to place high ideals hefore young men ;
we must also tell them what stern qualities they
must possess for their attainment. I cannot say if
I have suceceded in my objeet ; but even if I have
failed, my failare may help others to steer more
cautiously. There is room for a series of books to
b2 written on this subject. If our objeet is to
reform charaeter, we must try to influence it in all
possible ways. I have confined my efforts to making
a direct appezl to reason. This method is some-
times very usefal. It eonquers through conviction
and makes sure and sincere converts. The method
of teaching morality by biographical aneedotes is
also effective and we may say its influence ix more
subtle ; but both methods could not be employed
in the same book without inordinately inereasing
its size.
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The only justification for writing in a foreign
langmage, a book primarily meant for Indians is that
India has not yet been able to develop a commen
langnage of its own and that English is under-
stood everywhere im the country. However, if
the boock has any value, it must reach the
masges in their own lahguaze and I would there-
fore, weleome any proposals to render i into Urda,
Hindi or other Indian languages.

“August 1923,
: M. TIMUR.
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