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PREFACE 

Ethics hke Polities· is n.. sullject 'in which ·every 
body takes interest and cons.iders himself something 
of an expert. U is difficult to write anything new 
and startling on such a subject. lloral truths, 
indeed, are as old as the human race itself, but 
every a~ has itH own peculiar problems and it is 
to adapt the old truths to the new conditions that 
we have to examine them again . and again in the. 
light of n•w experience. In the words .of Goethr,, 
«·Everything that is wise has been thought already ; 
we can only try to think it one~ m3l'C." 

The object of writing this book is to point 
out the defficiencies of the Jmlian character and the 
directions in which it ought to )Je improved. It is 
not enough to place high ide:~ls before young men ; 
we must also tell them what stern CJUalities they 
must possess fo1• their attainment. I cannot say if 
I have succeeded in my object ; but even if I have 
failed, my failure may help others to steer more 
cautiously. There is room for a series of books to 
be written on this subject. If our object is to 
reform character, we must try to influence it in all 
possible ways. I have confined my efforts to making 
a direct appe::l to reason. Thi,; method is some­
times very useful. It conquers through conviction 
and makes suri! und sincere converts. The method 
of teaching morality by biographical anecdotes ill 
also effective and we may say its influence iM more 
subtle ; but both methods could not be employed 
in the same book without inordinately increasin~t 
its size. 
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The only justifieation for writing in a foreign, 
language, a book primarily meant for Indians is that 
India ba.~ not yet been able to develop a common 
language of its own and that English is under­
stood everywhere in the country. However, if 
the book has any valne, it must reach the 
ma~R~es in their own languagt> and I would there­
fore, welcome any proposals to render it into Urdu, 
Hindi or other Indian languages. 

August 1925. 
:M. TIMUn. 
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