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PREFACE

Trs book was not written for philosophers or scientists
—not, that is, in the last analysis, for my colleagues,
but for all who care to be presented with a picture of the
universe, complete and having a scientific foundation.
This term has a twofold meaning. It means (1) that this
book makes use of every kind of knowledge having a
scientific basis, and (2) that we state quite exactly where
knowledge ceases and con;ecturc begins.

Accordingly, this book is not a confession of faith,
like my essay in Ethics called Die Sittliche Tat; or, at any
rate, it is so only where this is expressly stated, as in the
final section, which is devoted to Ethics. ’ .

It would have been easy to write a confession of my
view of the universe, but such a book would have been
of little value, for confessions of this kind are all too
common. Those who will to believe may stay within the
spherc of religious orthodoxies, all of which are irrefutable
by science—a fact which, of course, does not prove their
validity. My chief concern was to separate knowledge from
mere assumption (or even belief), for in this way alone
it is possible to set up a view of the world thch can
outlast the bare present. ’

Accordingly my book does full justice to science, and
my philosophy is not blind to its results. I know that the
latter quality is unfashionable, and that in these days there
are many who desire to disregard science and givé the
name of philosophy only to the product of other sources
of knowledge—immediate intuitions of the nature of
reality or the like. I cannot persuade myself that such
sources exist. On the other hand, I take the concept of
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science in the whole of its fullness and multiplicity; and
it seems to me that the modern contempt for science is
due to the fact that its champions take the concept in too
narrow a sense, namely, as denoting a mechanistic view
of the world.

Others say that science is no more than a particular,
although comprehensive, form of world-contemplation—
the “intellectual” form, and that there are other forms,
of, as the popular expression goes, standpoints as well.

This is not my own view. I hold that (1) in so far as”
we are dealing with real knowledge at all, there is only
one standpoint with regard to the world, and only one
form in which it can be apprehended, which is, precisely,
Knowledge, or Intellect; (2) this intellectual form is far
from exhausting itself in the mechanistic world-picture ;
and (3) (this is connected with (2)) the mechanistic world-
view does not comprehend the whole of the world under

‘one definite “point of view”, but comprehends one part
only of the world under that point of view which alone
is adequate to it. Thus kwopledze is for me the only
point of view which will comprehend the world. It is
true that this knowledge further develops into a number
of systems having different structures in accordance with
the different parts of the world which I make my object.
But it is one thing to consider different parts of a whole
under one point of view, namely, that of knowledge, and
evidently quite 2 different matter to contemplate a whole
under different points of view. The second method gives
us a multple, or at any rate a dual world-view, while
the result of the first is simple.

To speak in 2 morg concrete manner, man cannot be
considered “first” exclusively as a mechanical system,
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“secondly” exclusively as an organic living being,
“thirdly” exclusively as a Soul, and “fourthly™ exclusively
as a social-ethical entity, as though these were different
methods of contemplation applied in turn to the same
object. Rather, man is one extremely complex structure,
in which one part (soul, spirit, life) enters into contact
with the other (material) part. Our task is to determine
the nature of the contact; and here the popular view, that
man consists simply of body and soul, is much nearer to
the truth than are many of the statements of philosophers
who hold the “point-of-view” theory.

- My work gives to man a definite position in the cosmos ;
it does not treat spirit as something alien to nature; spirit
is that which penetrates nature. In many respects it
resembles the work of Dacqué, although I pitch my
claims less high. Civilization in its more particular mani-
festations plays a small part with both of us, if I rightly
apprehend Dacqué; the fact that man is human is
alone important for us.

It may be said that my view of the world betrays the
fact that its author was at one time a natural scientist,
who attacks every problem like a problem in natural |
science; but I would consider such an objection not as
blame but as praise. For the true method of natural
science is #be method of knowledge in general, and bears
the name of natural only because among the empirical
sciences the schemes of nature were the first which
reflected on the meaning of knowledge and the way in
which contents of knowledge are acquired. It goes without
saying that results which natural science has acquired in
one ficld of knowledge (the inorganic, for example) must
not be applied dogmatically to other parts: each part of
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the world must be investigated separately and without
bias. But the “method” is everywhere the same: to
apprehend the form in which the subject-matter is ordered.
It may be admissible to call my method “rational”, if
that be desired ; but then the term must not bé used in the
sense of a universally compi:ehensive mechanistic form,
thch fails in practice as soon as it is applied to the organic
Woﬂd What I call the rational method is capable also of
mastermg ‘that which is popularly called occult or
mystical, or even magical; everything, that is, which
belongs to the realm of Psychical Research, both in its
animistic and in its spiritistic form, and to astrology. The
actual data and the method of dealing with them are
purely questions of fact of a scientific kind. To master
these things in the rational manner means, precisely, to
determine the order which pervades them and the facts
which they represent. It is true that this does not give
complete understanding; but we cannot “understand”
even the laws of impact. Nothing can be understood com-
pletely. It is one of the tasks of rationalism to determine
whete the limits of understanding begin; and beyond
there is no instrument of knowledge in the strict sense.
Mortal man must recognize this and be satisfied. He
may use faith to complement what he knows; but such
additions should not be called knowledge.

HANS DRIESCH

Leirsic,
12¢h February, 1928



PREFATORY NOTE

IN the form of this book my complete philosophical
system presents itself to the English-speaking reader
for the first time, at least on a larger scale. My London
Lectures of 1924, published under the title The Possibility
of Metaplysics, give nothing but what might be called
the skeleton of parts of my system, and this in a vety‘
condensed form.

This book may be taken as an introduction to my
larger works, and it is my hope that the reader may use
it in this way.

My thanks are due to the publishets, Messrs George
Allen & Unwin Ltd., and to Mr. W. H. Johnston,
B.A., who has made the translation in quite an excellent
way. I know well that this has not been a very easy task.

HANS DRIESCH

LExrsic,
17¢h  June, 1929



TRANSLATOR’S -NOTE

PuiLosorHY is the quintessence of common sense, and
it should therefore be possible to render a philosophical
work in the language of every day. I have made this my
aim, but have been prevented from achieving it com-
pletely by the fact that Philosophy, like every other
science, has its peculiar technical terms. To substityte
more familiar words for them would igvolve inaccuracy,
and to circumscribe them whenever they occur, clumsi-
ness. I have been compelled by these considerations to
use 2 number of technical terms in the body of the text,
and I have drawn up the following list of them for the
use of those readers who may wish to consult it :—

A priori~—Knowledge of which the truth, and propositions
of which the certainty, is evident without the corroboration
of facts are said to be true, or certain, @ priori—mathemati-
cal and logical truths are of this kind. .

Contingent. —Exxstmg facts or events are said to be contingent
if there is no essential reason discoverable why they should
not be different from what they are.

Critigue.—A critical examination, or systematic analys;s of a
problem or subject, always from an meartlal standpoint,
and therefore not necessarily adverse. It is in this sense that
Kant composed his three Critiques, which constitute the
bulk of his teaching: The Critique of Pure Reason, the
Critique of Practical Reason, and the Critique of Judgment.-

Determinism.—~That view of the world which holds that the
whole course of events is ngldly fixed, or detemmml .
beforehand.

Dualism.~That view of the nature of reality wl:nch holds that ‘
it is essentially, or u.lumately, twofold, consisting of spirit
and also of matter, or again of good and evil. '

Empirical. --l\nowledge the truth of which is apptehcnded,
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not a priori, but through expenence, is said to be
empirical.

Entelechy—Driesch employs this term to denote the con-
- trolling, but immaterial and non-physical, principle of all
- Life and all organisms. This theory is the essence of his
own {Vitalism™.

Entity—I1 have used entity to.denote anything that exists,
whether materially or spiritually, and that, grammatically,
can be the subject of a sentence. -

Image.—~The meatal picture of an external object which passes
through the mind during the process of imagination is called
its image.

Intuit—1 have wused infwit to mean: to apprehend, as e.g.
by vision or by any other of the senses. ’

Posit, t0.—To assert or maintain, or definitely express.

Sensuons—When an object is experienced through the senses
the experience is called a senswous experience.

Subjective; Objective—That which experiences (the self ot
ego) is called the subject, as opposed to that which it

- experiences, which is called the object. Subjective and
objective ate the corresponding adjectives.

World as it is, the—An expression essential to Kant’s
philosophy. From one standpomt (he modified this at a.
Iater period) he held that we percieve through our senses a
wotld of appearance ; behind these experiences, and causing
them, he held zbe world as if is to lie; more generally,
therefore, the term means ultimate or absolute Reality.
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